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own  and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  opinion  of  AVSA, 
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President's  Message 

Happy  New  Year!  There  is  something  about  the  beginning  of  a 
new  year  which  gives  us  renewed  enthusiasm  and  eagerness.  I  hope 
1995  will  be  an  especially  good  year  for  each  of  you. 

As  we  close  the  records  of  1994, 1  want  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  to  our  AVSA  Officers,  Directors,  Standing  and  Special 
Committee  Chairmen.  We  could  not  accomplish  the  many  works  of  AVSA  if  you  did 
not  give  of  your  time  and  talents. 

I  reflect  on  the  many  issues  of  the  year  we  have  just  ended.  Numerous  events 
occurred  in  1994.  The  Executive  Committee  met  in  Beaumont  in  October.  The  minutes 
will  reflect  decisions  which  were  made  at  that  meeting.  Thanks  to  our  AVSA  Officers 
who  attended  this  meeting  at  their  own  expense.  It  was  a  busy  session  and  we 
accomplished  a  great  deal  of  work. 

Sara  Wilson,  AVM  Editor  has  resigned.  The  committee  employed  Ruth  Rumsey  as 
AVM  Editor.  Ruth  can  be  reached  during  regular  office  hours  five  days  a  week  at  the 
Beaumont  office.  Cindy  Chatelain  will  assist  Ruth  in  editing  the  AVM.  The  committee 
also  enjoyed  a  tour  of  Becker  Printing  Company  while  in  Beaumont.  What  a  treat  to 
see  our  magazine  being  printed! 

As  you  read  this  issue  you  can  see  that  things  are  in  full  swing  for  the  St.  Louis 
convention.  I  attended  the  pre-convention  conference  in  the  fall  of  1994,  and  I  can  tell 
you  first-hand  that  this  will  be  a  memorable  convention.  Now  is  the  time  to  make 
your  plans  to  attend.  There  is  so  much  to  see,  so  much  to  enjoy,  so  much  to  learn,  and 
of  course,  a  beautiful  show  for  you  to  anticipate.  Make  your  plans  now  to  attend.  The 
Metropolitan  St.  Louis  African  Violet  Council,  under  the  leadership  of  Marilyn 
Evensen  and  Fran  Russom,  have  many  special  events  for  you  to  enjoy. 

As  always,  I  am  looking  forward  to  the  convention.  We  will  be  observing  our  49th 
year.  Our  AVSA  Office  Manager  and  our  AVM  Editor  will  be  at  the  convention.  Be 
sure  to  introduce  yourself  and  get  to  know  these  fine  people  who  work  for  the 
betterment  of  AVSA. 

Please  remember,  AVSA  is  a  non-profit  organization.  It  does  not  exist  to  make 
money.  One  of  its  purposes  is  to  enable  you  to  get  more  pleasure  and  enjoyment  from 
raising  and  growing  African  Violets.  Regardless  of  the  field  of  interest,  AVSA  offers 
some  instructive,  interesting,  and  enjoyable  activities  to  each  member.  Every  member 
has  an  obligation  to  the  society  to  help  make  it  strong  and  grow  in  membership. 
Volunteer  your  service!  The  important  thing  is  that  the  society  keeps  going  in  the 
right  direction. 

In  closing,  I  wish  for  each  of  you,  all  the  things  dear  to  you.  Happy  1995,  and  may 
it  be  the  best  year  ever! 


Sincerely, 


Hortense  Pittman 
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African  Violet  Society 
of  America,  Inc. 


by:  Cindy  Chatelain  -  AVSA  Office  Manager 


The  HOLIDAY  SEASON  has  passed  and  the  AVSA 
office  is  gearing  up  for  our  VERY  BUSY  SEASON! 
Beginning  January  2  of  each  year  the  AVSA  office 
literally  buzzes  with  activity.  We  have  the  largest 
renewal  period  of  the  year  and  we  also  begin 
Convention  Registration.  I  hope  all  of  you  are  making 
plans  to  attend  the  St.  Louis  Convention.  It  promises  to 
be  really  exciting.  Please  get  your  registrations  in  early 
to  be  eligible  for  the  special  drawing  that  will  be  held. 
(See  details  in  this  issue  on  the  AVM.) 

I  know  that  some  of  you  may  wonder  why  we  ask 
that  you  send  in  one  registration  form  per  person 
attending  convention.  We  have  to  enter  each  person 
attending  on  a  separate  registration  form  on  the 
computer.  This  gives  everyone  attending  their  own 
registration  number.  When  you  enter  two  or  more 
names  on  one  registration  application  form,  I  have  to 
recopy  the  data  onto  a  separate  form  to  get  the  correct 
meal,  tour,  or  presentation,  for  the  person  attending  that 
function.  It  speeds  up  the  registration  process  and 
eliminates  errors  when  a  separate  form  for  each  person 
is  used. 

We  recently  had  the  “Growers  and  Judges  Handbook” 
reprinted.  This  re-print  is  listed  as  the  1994  Handbook. 
We  have  done  this  so  that  we  will  know  which  set  of 
updated  pages  a  person  may  need  to  order  if  they  have 
an  older  handbook  and  want  to  update  it.  This  book 
contains  all  changes  that  have  appeared  in  the  AVM 
through  January,  1995.  We  will  offer  updated  pages  for 
anyone  who  has  purchased  a  handbook  prior  to  the 
1994  book  (or  prior  to  purchasing  before  November 
1994).  The  cost  of  the  updated  pages  will  be  $4.00. 

I  would  like  to  remind  our  COMMERCIAL  MEM¬ 
BERS  that  they  may  purchase  “Insect  and  Mite  Pests  of 
African  Violets”  by  Charles  Cole  for  re-sale  at  discount 
rates.  The  cost  is  $10.00  each  if  you  buy  1  to  10  and 
$9.00  each  if  you  purchase  1 1  or  more.  This  is  a  nice 
item  to  have  for  resale  to  your  customers. 

We  also  have  in  stock,  but  not  listed  on  the  back 
white  cover,  a  beautiful  commemorative  cache  of  the 


African  Violet  Stamp.  This  is  a  hand  painted  and 
numbered  cache  produced  by  a  local  artist.  It  was  sold  at 
the  Denver  convention  as  a  special  item.  The  cost  of  the 
cache  is  $10.00.  Please  call  the  office  if  you  would  like 
more  details. 

As  you  may  know  by  now,  we  have  a  new  editor. 
Ruth  Rumsey  began  working  in  the  AVSA  office  in 
October,  1993  as  a  secretary.  She  did  an  excellent  job 
and  really  loved  speaking  and  working  with  the 
membership.  When  the  editor’s  position  opened,  Ruth 
accepted  the  job  with  great  enthusiasm.  (Wonder  if  she 
really  knew  what  she  was  in  for!)  She  has  tackled  the 
job  with  dedication  and  determination  to  produce  a 
magazine  that  all  of  our  members  can  be  proud  of  and 
look  forward  to  receiving.  She  is  truly  a  joy  to  work 
with.  Please  remember  that  we  need  your  articles.  We 
have  very  talented  columnists  who  do  a  marvelous  job 
of  keeping  us  informed  and  educated.  We  want  articles 
from  our  members  to  round  out  the  content  of  the  AVM. 
This  is  YOUR  magazine.  Let  Ruth  hear  from  you  soon. 

The  Office  Staff  wishes  to  say  “Thanks”  to  all  of  our 
members  who  have  made  donations  to  the  Booster  and 
Building  Maintenance  Funds.  This  year  we  were  able  to 
purchase  new  phones  and  much  needed  office  furniture 
with  donations  made  to  the  Booster  Fund.  We  appreciate 
the  extra  effort  made  by  those  members  who  care  about 
AVSA  enough  to  go  that  extra  mile  with  their  time  and 
generous  contributions. 


We  have  changed  our 
Mailing  Address  to 

2375  NORTH  STREET 
BEAUMONT,  TEXAS  77702 

Please  do  not  use  the 
RO.  BOX  any  longer. 
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Editor's  Notes 


Ruth  Rumsey  •  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  Texas  77702  •  (409)  839-4725 


As  an  employee  of  the  AVSA  for  the  last  year,  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  speaking  with  many  of  you  on  the 
phone  and  in  person.  The  experience  of  working  in  the 
office  has  given  me  insight  into  the  workings  of  the 
society,  and  many  of  the  topics  that  are  of  interest  to  our 
members. 

As  the  Editor  of  the  AVM,  I  will  always  keep  the 
members’  interests  in  mind.  We  are  fortunate  to  have 
such  fine  regular  columnists  contributing  to  the  maga¬ 
zine.  The  information  they  pass  on  to  violet  lovers  is 
priceless.  Many  of  you  have  expressed  a  desire  for  more 
articles  on  windowsill  gardening  and  for  the  novice 
grower.  There  is  no  better  source  for  this  information 
than  our  own  members.  Many  readers  enjoy  topics  that 
they  can  relate  to,  whether  it  be  on  your  first  show, 
surviving  an  attack  of  thrips,  or  what  inspired  you  to 
become  a  violet  enthusiast.  Please  try  your  hand  at 
writing  and  share  YOUR  experiences  with  us. 

My  office  hours  are  9-4,  Monday  through  Friday,  at 
the  AVSA  headquarters,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont, 
Texas  77702.  Our  phone  number  is  (409)  839-4725 
and  our  Fax  number  is  (409)  839-4329.  I  often  go 
to  the  typesetter  more  than  once  a  day.  If  I  happen  to 
be  out  when  you  call,  please  leave  a  message  with 
our  secretaries,  Deedra  or  Jenny.  I  will  promptly  return 
your  call. 


Some  of  you  have  asked  that  we  make  available 
information  on  where  to  purchase  the  plants  featured  in 
the  AVM  photos.  Please  check  the  ads  in  your  AVM. 
Many  of  our  commercial  members  list  the  varieties 
currently  available.  1  will  try  to  list  the  hybridizers  with 
the  photos. 

David  Buttram,  author  of  our  popular  Commercial 
column,  is  beginning  another  column  in  which  he  will 
review  some  of  the  new  products  available  for  violet 
growers.  While  the  AVSA  does  NOT  ENDORSE  products, 
David  will  share  his  findings  with  us.  If  you  are  seeking 
information  on  a  product,  or  have  some  to  share,  please 
write  to  David  Buttram,  P.  0.  Box  193,  Independence, 
MO  64051. 

Many  thanks  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  giving 
me  this  wonderful  opportunity,  and  to  our  Office 
Manager,  Cindy  Chatelain,  for  all  of  her  help  and 
encouragement. 

I  would  like  to  see  1995  be  the  year  that  we  all  work 
together  to  increase  membership  in  the  African  Violet 
Society.  If  you  would  like  to  give  a  gift  membership, 
remember  that  gift  certificates  will  be  sent  from  the  office 
upon  request. 

Your  comments  and  suggestions  are  always  welcome 
...  after  all,  this  is  your  publication. 


The  New  Garden  Video 


The  AVSA  Library  is  happy  to  announce  it’s  first  entry  in  the  video  world.  Through  the 
generosity  of  Ken  Froboese,  a  program  that  appeared  on  the  television  as  “THE  NEW 
GARDEN”  has  been  made  available  to  the  library.  The  video  might  be  appropriately  titled 
“KEN  FROBOESE  TALKS  VIOLETS”. 

It  involved  a  visit  with  Ken  in  his  green  house,  Hill  Country  African  Violets.  Many  beautiful 
violets  are  clearly  identified  as  background  to  the  informative  discussion  on  African  violet  culture. 
Running  time  approximately  thirty  minutes.  Rental  fee  is  $10.00.  Order  by  title  “AFRICAN  VIOLETS 
IN  THE  NEW  GARDEN”. 


The  library  committee  is  interested  in  making  video  programs  a  significant  part  of  the  library.  Possibly  more 
of  our  members  have  a  video  involving  some  aspect  of  African  violets  or  other  gesneria  and  would  be  willing 
to  share  with  other  members. 


If  you  have  an  appropriate  video  please  contact  the  AVSA  library  committee  chairman,  Ralph  E.  Breden, 
127  Via  Los  Altos,  Redondo  Beach,  CA  90277. 
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For  Beginners 


Kent  &  Joyce  Stork 
2501  East  23rd  Ave.  S 
Fremont,  NE  68025 


Violet  Health  Care 


Violets,  like  people,  need  a  plan  for  maintaining  good 
health.  Most  of  the  time  it  is  pretty  simple,  occasionally 
extra  procedures  are  needed,  and  once  in  a  great  while, 
major  surgery  is  called  for.  Good  health  care  need  not  be 
expensive  and  certainly  not  frightening.  Failure  to 
provide  it  for  your  violets  almost  certainly  will  result  in 
untimely  death. 

Good  Hygiene 

African  violets  need  two  basics  just  to  stay  alive: 
bright  light  and  adequate  water.  Inadequate  light  results 
in  leggy  growth.  Too  much  light  can  cause  leaves  to 
bleach.  Even  light  applied  to  all  sides  of  the  plant 
encourages  even  development  of  leaves  and  discourages 
leaning.  Inadequate  water  will  result  in  leaf  loss  and 
flower  bud  failure.  Too  much  water  will  drown  roots  and 
make  the  "plant  vulnerable  to  crown  rot.  Good  quality 
water  that  is  within  ten  degrees  Fahrenheit  of  room 
temperature  is  most  desirable. 

Aside  from  the  basics  (we  hope  you’ve  mastered 
those)  there  are  a  number  of  everyday  good  health  tips 
that  will  make  both  the  grower  and  the  African  violet 
happy. 

Fertilizer  for  violets  is  a  little  like  a  good  balanced  diet 
for  people.  As  violets  grow,  there  are  certain  nutrients 
which  are  essential  to  the  plant’s  functions.  They  will 
survive  without  them,  but  are  weakened  and  more 
vulnerable.  Nitrogen  is  one  of  the  prime  nutrients 
needed  by  all  green  plants  to  rebuild  chlorophyll,  which 
is  used  in  the  process  of  photosynthesis.  If  insufficient 
nitrogen  is  offered  to  the  plant,  the  foliage  will  begin  to 
lose  its  rich  green  color.  Overdosing  isn’t  good  either  and 
will  sometimes  result  in  lush  foliage  without  blooms,  or. 


in  extreme  cases,  burned  leaf  edges  or  complete  leaf 
loss.  Providing  fertilizer  weekly  at  the  recommended 
rate,  usually  one-fourth  teaspoon  to  a  gallon  of  water, 
will  keep  violets  growing  at  a  steady  rate. 

Keeping  even  temperatures  in  the  growing  area  will 
also  help  the  plant  grow  steadily.  It  is  normal  for  plants 
to  be  somewhat  warmer  during  the  daytime  hours,  but 
try  to  avoid  nighttime  drops  of  more  than  ten  degrees 
Fahrenheit.  Maintaining  temperatures  of  about  72 
degrees  Fahrenheit  or  20  degrees  Celsius  seem  to 
produce  stronger  and  more  vigorous  leaves  that  develop 
in  consistent  patterns  without  gaps.  It  also  allows  for 
rich  blossom  colors  rather  than  the  faded  shades  seen  in 
plants  grown  in  significantly  warmer  areas. 

The  correct  pot  size  will  allow  the  roots  to  fill  the 
space  completely  and  still  allow  enough  room  for  water 
and  air  to  circulate  through  the  soil.  Usually,  a  pot  one- 
third  of  the  leaf  diameter  will  fit  the  African  violet  root 
system.  The  pot  should  be  relatively  shallow  to  match 
the  shallow  tendency  of  violet  roots.  Be  sure  that  the  pot 
also  provides  drainage.  Decorative  solid-bottom 
containers  are  deadly  since  they  can  allow  excess  water 
to  collect  around  roots. 

The  potting  mix  should  be  very  porous  and  loose  to 
allow  delicate  hair  roots  to  grow  and  develop.  The  soil 
should  be  slightly  acidic  to  maximize  the  plant’s  ability 
to  utilize  the  fertilizer  nutrients.  Most  growers  today 
avoid  the  use  of  any  soil  or  dirt,  mainly  because  it  often 
packs  too  tightly  around  the  roots.  A  simple  potting  mix 
is  one-third  each  peat,  perlite,  and  vermiculite.  Use  high 
quality  peat  that  is  brownish  in  color. 

Give  plants  plenty  of  space  for  air  circulation.  This 
will  help  prevent  moist  pockets  of  air  that  encourage 
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fungus  growth.  Keeping  the  air  moving  with  fans  is  also 
helpful.  Space  between  plants  will  allow  plants  room  to 
grow,  prevent  nicks  and  bruises  on  the  leaf  edges,  and 
discourage  the  rapid  spread  of  pests  or  disease. 

Providing  humidity  levels  of  40  to  70  percent  will 
promote  bud  development  and  allow  leaves  and 
blossoms  to  grow  to  their  maximum  size.  Too  much 
humidity  will  inhibit  a  violet’s  ability  to  take  up  fertilizer 
and  will  encourage  the  growth  of  fungus.  Too  little  will 
cause  buds  to  fail  and  leaf  edges  to  curl. 

Keep  the  growing  area  clean  and  free  of  dust  or 
pollutants.  Wipe  surfaces  occasionally  with  bleach  or 
anti-bacterial  solutions  (like  Lysol) . 

Regular  Checkups 

Once  the  growing  room  is  properly  set  up,  African 
violets  may  seem  to  grow  themselves.  They  still  need 
regular  checkups! 

Groom  away  dead  blossoms  as  each  one  fades.  This 
can  be  done  easily  with  sharp  fingernails  or  small 
scissors.  When  the  last  flower  on  the  stalk  withers, 
gently  move  it  from  side  to  side  and  tug  to  remove. 

Remove  aging  leaves  that  are  losing  the  rich  green 
tone  of  their  younger  days.  Also  groom  away  the 
smaller  leaves  growing  below  the  mature  rows  of 
foliage;  these  are  baby  leaves  that  cannot  grow  any 
larger  and  will  soon  fade.  Remove  any  leaves  that  show 
signs  of  bruising  or  have  dry  edges.  Ihking  leaves  off 
before  they  become  mushy  will  help  prevent  the 
invasion  of  disease. 

Watch  for  small  suckers  (plants  that  develop  between 
the  leaf  axils).  Once  the  sucker  has  four  leaves,  it  is 
evident  that  it  is  not  a  blossom  stem,  and  it  should  be 
excised.  We  often  use  the  tip  of  a  pencil  to  prod  the  tiny 
plant  out.  It  is  important  either  to  remove  the  plantlet  in 
one  whole  piece  or  to  be  sure  that  the  base  of  the  sucker 
(the  growing  cells)  was  completely  extracted  to  prevent 
it  from  reappearing. 

Take  time  to  look  specifically  for  signs  of  insect 
damage  or  fungus  growth.  Especially,  note  when  a  plant 
begins  to  make  a  subtle  change  that  would  indicate  a 
different  growth  pattern.  Spilled  pollen  would  Indicate 
thrips  are  present.  Tight  center  growth  and  twisting 
blossom  stalks  occur  in  the  presence  of  cyclamen  mites. 
White  powder  on  flowers  or  leaves  is  usually  powdery 
mildew.  Excess  leaf  loss  indicates  root  damage  and  often 
results  from  soil  mealy  bugs  or  crown  rot. 

Outpatient  Surgery 

It  is  inevitable  that  African  violets  must  occasionally 
undergo  minor  surgical  procedures.  New  growers  may 


postpone  this  surgery,  thinking  that  it  can  wait. 
Unfortunately,  waiting  usually  makes  the  plant  a 
candidate  for  major  surgery.  That  will  be  more  traumatic 
to  both  the  plant  and  the  grower! 

African  violets  typically  lose  lower  leaves  as  new 
leaves  develop  in  the  center  crown.  As  the  leaves  fade 
and  are  removed,  a  stalk  or  neck  will  appear  between 
the  soil  and  the  lowest  row  of  leaves.  When  this  neck  is 
buried  in  a  process  of  repotting,  new  roots  will  develop 
and  the  plant  will  continue  to  grow. 

How  soon  should  the  neck  be  buried?  As  soon  as  it  is 
noticed!  At  the  early  stage,  the  plant  can  easily  be  lifted 
out  of  the  pot.  A  small  amount  of  root  (equal  to  the 
length  of  the  neck)  can  be  cut  away,  and  the  plant  can 
then  be  set  back  down  into  the  same  size  pot.  The 
leaves  should  be  level  with  the  top  of  the  pot,  and  the 
empty  space  can  then  be  filled  with  fresh  violet  potting 
mix.  Allowing  the  plant  to  become  slightly  dry  and  less 
brittle  before  beginning  this  procedure  will  protect  leaves 
from  snapping  off.  Once  into  fresh  soil,  the  plant  should 
be  thoroughly  watered  and  placed  back  into  the  growing 
area. 

A  second  form  of  minor  surgery  involves  moving  a 
violet  into  a  larger  pot.  This  is  done  when  a  plant 
outgrows  its  pot.  A  plant  in  need  of  transplanting  will 
have  a  leaf  diameter  more  than  three  times  the  pot  size, 
and  typically  it  is  no  longer  stable  and  often  tends  to  tip 
over.  You  may  also  notice  that  it  needs  to  be  watered 
more  frequently  since  its  roots  have  filled  up  the  small 
pot. 

Choose  a  pot  that  will  allow  the  plant’s  roots  to  grow, 
but  avoid  a  pot  that  is  over-sized.  Be  conservative  and 
use  a  pot  that  is  only  slightly  larger  than  the  original. 
Many  growers  begin  young  plants  in  two-inch  pots, 
then  transplant  into  three-inch,  and  once  again  into 
four-inch  pots. 

Lift  the  plant  from  its  small  pot,  squeezing  the  sides 
of  the  pot  or  tapping  it  gently  to  loosen.  If  the  roots  are 
extremely  tangled  and  tight,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
loosen  them  a  bit,  but  this  is  seldom  a  problem.  Set  the 
plant  into  the  new  pot,  filling  around  the  edges  with 
fresh  soil.  Be  sure  to  transfer  the  variety  name  to  the 
new  pot  to  prevent  the  onset  of  amnesia —  once  it 
forgets  who  it  is,  it  hardly  ever  remembers  again! 

Some  African  violets  achieve  a  giant  size  and  will 
need  quite  large  pots  to  enable  them  to  reach  their  full 
magnitude.  The  rule  of  one-third  the  leaf  span  generally 
holds  true,  and  a  thirty-inch  diameter  plant  could  be 
potted  into  a  ten-inch  pot.  Most  of  these  big  hybrids  will 
maintain  a  more  modest  size  if  kept  in  smaller  pots,  and 
will  tolerate  it  fairly  well.  Since  most  growing  spaces  are 
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limited  in  size,  we  recommend  that  the  average  violet 
grower  keep  most  plants  in  four-inch  pots,  and  only 
transplant  into  larger  pots  when  growing  the  large 
varieties  that  seem  wobbly  or  inadequately  watered  in 
four-inch  pots.  That  recommendation  is  not  made  to 
people  who  wish  to  grow  for  show  competition.  Then, 
the  variety  should  be  grown  in  a  pot  appropriate  to  its 
genetic  ability  for  size. 

Major  Surgery  and  ICU 

It  happened!  Repotting  was  postponed.  Suckers 
weren’t  removed.  Now  your  African  violet  has  to  go 
under  the  knife  and  will  need  an  extended  con¬ 
valescence! 

Be  brave,  Doctor.  Failure  to  act  now  may  cause  your 
patient  to  lose  its  quality  of  life,  and  maybe  life  itself. 
You  don’t  have  to  go  to  school  for  eight  years  to  learn 
how  to  do  this;  a  few  paragraphs  ought  to  do  it. 

Surgery  #1  -  Rootectomy  for  overextended  neck 

Since  the  neck  under  the  leaves  was  allowed  to 
develop  to  a  length  that  is  greater  than  the  depth  of  the 
pot,  it  is  now  necessary  to  cut  away  the  entire  root 
system  (or  most  of  it)  in  order  to  bury  the  neck. 

First,  remove  any  leaves  that  are  fading  or  even 
hinting  at  decline  so  that  the  main  crown  of  leaves  is 
very  healthy  and  vigorous.  Lightly  scrape  away  the 
brown  dried  tissue  on  the  outside  of  the  neck.  This  will 
allow  new  roots  to  develop  more  quickly. 

Next,  lift  the  plant  from  the  pot,  and  using  a  clean 
knife,  cut  away  the  root  system  leaving  only  about  two 
inches  of  the  stalk.  Fill  a  clean  pot  that  is  about  one- 
third  of  the  diameter  of  the  now  rootless  crown  with 
fresh  potting  mix.  Set  the  stalk  down  into  this  loose  mix 
and  adjust  to  be  sure  that  it  is  centered  and  that  bottom 
leaves  are  level  with  the  pot  rim. 

Water  it  until  water  runs  through  the  pot.  Then  place 
it  into  a  clear  plastic  bag;  blow  into  it  to  create  a  balloon- 
effect,  and  seal  it.  If  you  live  in  a  area  with  extremely 
high  humidity,  bagging  may  not  be  necessary.  The  high 
humidity  and  warmth  (usually  about  five  degrees 
warmer  than  room  temperature)  will  provide  the  plant’s 
moisture  needs  until  root  growth  has  occurred.  New 
growth  in  the  crown  should  be  apparent  within  several 
weeks  and  the  bag  can  be  gradually  opened  and 
removed  when  it  appears  the  patient  will  live.  We  call 
this  the  ICU  (Intensive  Care  Unit)  treatment. 

Surgery  #2  -  Division  of  a  multiple-crown  plant 

When  a  sucker  has  grown  to  equal  the  size  of  the 
original  crown,  the  plant  must  be  divided  so  that  each 


plant  is  in  its  own  pot.  The  plant  probably  looks  bushy 
and  is  top-heavy  in  its  pot.  It  may  be  blooming,  but  only 
one  set  of  roots  is  supplying  the  entire  plant  structure. 
(Please  note  that  this  refers  to  African  violets  which  are 
intended  to  be  grown  as  single-crown  plants.  Trailing 
violets  have  the  genetic  strength  to  support  multiple 
crowns.) 

First,  lift  the  plant  out  of  the  pot  and  lay  it  on  its  side 
on  the  table.  It  is  easiest  to  allow  the  plant  to  become 
somewhat  dry  and  less  brittle  before  doing  this.  Gently 
probe  through  the  plant  to  discern  which  leaves  belong 
to  each  crown.  Use  a  clean,  sharp  knife  to  cut  between 
the  crowns  so  that  each  resulting  section  has  only  one 
crown.  Some  sections  may  have  roots,  but  probably 
some  will  not. 

Next,  peel  away  outside  spindly  leaves  until  only  the 
strong  center  leaves  remain.  Pot  each  plant  into  its  own 
pot.  Crowns  that  have  roots  may  be  strong  enough  to 
take  off  and  grow  rapidly.  Crowns  without  roots  should 
be  treated  to  an  ICU  and  placed  in  plastic  bags  and 
nurtured  until  growth  is  evident. 

Cemetery  Time 

Sometimes  it  is  better  to  pitch  a  sick  African  violet 
rather  than  fight  to  save  it.  Saving  one  sick  plant  can 
put  everything  else  at  risk  and  can  cost  more  than  your 
health  care  payer  wishes  to  spend.  This  is  especially  true 
when  fighting  virulent  forms  of  fungus  and  other 
disease,  or  when  deadly  mealy  bugs  (either  soil  or  foliar) 
or  cyclamen  mites  invade. 

A  violet  collection  that  is  in  perfect  health  is  usually 
the  result  of  a  firm  decision  to  destroy  plants  that  are  not 
healthy.  It  hurts  the  first  time  (maybe  even  the 
hundredth  time),  but  few  growers  really  regret  it  when 
the  problem  is  gone. 

Violet  Health  Insurance 

Maybe  you  didn’t  realize  that  you  already  hold  a 
health  insurance  policy  for  violets...  in  your  hand  right 
now!  The  African  Violet  Magazine  is  an  excellent  source 
for  keeping  your  violets  healthy.  Also  of  great  help,  are 
African  violet  growers  who  are  friends.  They  can  be 
found  at  AVSA  affiliated  clubs  around  the  country. 
Experienced  growers  can  give  excellent  advice  on 
treating  minor  health  crises  and  will  also  offer  a  shoulder 
to  cry  on. 

We  hope  you  aren’t  doing  much  weeping  over  your 
violets.  It  really  won’t  be  necessary  most  of  the  time  if 
good  hygiene,  regular  checkups,  and  timely  outpatient 
surgery  are  practiced! 
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Registration  Report 


Iris  Keating 
149  Loretto  Ct. 

Claremont,  CA  9 1 7 1 1 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two  years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  unless  completed  within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  then  $4.00.  Please  make  check  payable  to  AVSA. 


REGISTRATIONS 
Sunnyside  -  Salinas,  CA 

‘MELODIE  ALENA  (8095)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/ 
Levy)  Single  rose  pink  sticktite  ruffled  pansy/red  top 
petals.  Dark  green,  ovate,  wavy/red  back.  Standard 

•MELODIE  ALYCE  (8096)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/ 
Levy)  Single  dark  orchid  sticktite  ruffled  pansy.  Dark 
green,  plain,  hairy,  wavy/red  back.  Standard 

‘MELODIE  HEATHER  (8097)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/ 
Levy)  Single  light  blue  sticktite  pansy/  pale  top 
petals,  edge.  Dark  green,  ovate,  quilted,  hairy/red 
back.  Standard 

•MELODIE  KARI  (8098)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  lavender  sticktite  pansy/darker  top  petals. 
Medium  green,  ovate,  quilted.  Large 

‘MELODIE  KATY  (8099)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  red  sticktite  ruffled  pansy/slightly  darker 
center.  Dark  green,  plain,  pointed,  ruffled/red  back. 
Standard 

‘MELODIE  KIMI  (8100)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  white  sticktite  pansy/purple-blue  top  petals, 
tips.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted,  wavy.  Standard 

‘MELODIE  MAKI  (8101)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/ 
Levy)  Single  medium  pink  sticktite  pansy/white 
ruffled  edge.  Dark  green,  ovate,  quilted/red  back. 

Standard 


‘MELODIE  MIYO  (8102)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Semidouble  medium  pink  sticktite  ruffled  pansy. 
Dark  green,  plain,  hairy,  wavy/red  back.  Standard 

‘MELODIE  MONIQUE  (8103)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/ 
Levy)  Single  dark  red  sticktite  ruffled  pansy.  Dark 
green,  plain,  quilted/red  back.  Standard 

‘MELODIE  RHONDA  (8104)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/ 
Levy)  Single  medium  pink  sticktite  ruffled  pansy. 
Light  green,  ovate,  quilted,  ruffled,  scalloped  girl 

foliage.  Standard 

‘MELODIE  SHEILA  (8105)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/ 
Levy)  Single  ruby  red  sticktite  pansy.  Medium 
green,  plain,  wavy  girl  foliage.  Standard 

‘MELODIE  SHIANNE  (8106)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/ 
Levy)  Semidouble  light  pink  and  white  sticktite 
ruffled  pansy.  Light  green,  plain,  hairy,  wavy. 

Standard 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 

Mary  Mahen  -  Des  Peres,  MO 

‘Magdalena 

Ruby  Cox  -  Bethany,  MO 

‘Little  Mama  •  Old  Fashioned  Mama  •  Pat’s  Request 
‘Ruby’s  Fairlight  •  Sassy  Sally 
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Question  Bok 


James  Smith  and  Ralph  Robinson 
489  Linwood  Avenue 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 


Summer  has  come  and  gone,  and  my  violets  are  glad 
to  see  it  go.  Having  just  scraped  the  ice  from  my  car 
windshield  for  the  first  time  (I  write  this  on  October  3), 
I’m  not  so  glad.  In  a  few  months  that  frost  will  be 
snow — maybe  lots  of  it.  Fortunately,  I’ll  have  my  warm, 
cozy,  plant  room  to  escape  to  once  the  cold  winds  begin 
to  blow. 

QUESTION:  /  have  a  violet  that,  about  a  year  ago, 
developed  a  variegated  leaf,  then  another  until  all  were 
variegated.  I  started  new  plants  from  those  leaves,  but 
they  all  grew  green  leaves.  The  variegated  suckers  also 
didn  ’t  seem  to  produce  much  variegation  when  rooted. 
Do  you  have  any  ideas? 

ANSWER;  My  guess  is  that  this  is  just  another  kind 
of  genetic  mutation.  I’ve  had  plants  do  the  same,  some¬ 
times  where  the  entire  plant  was  heavily  variegated.  I’ve 
never  had  any  success  in  propagating  variegated 
plantlets  from  these  leaves.  I’ve  also  tried  propagation 
by  sucker  with  the  same  poor  results.  Usually,  given 
enough  time,  the  original  variegated  plant  also  loses 
much  of  its  variegation,  or  reverts  back  to  solid  green 
foliage. 

It’s  really  too  bad,  since  a  few  of  these  plants  have 
had  absolutely  exquisite  variegation.  If  the  variegation 
really  is  distinctive,  keep  trying.  After  all,  much  of  what 
we  have  in  today’s  hybrids  first  showed  themselves  as 
mutations  -  ‘Tommi  Lou’  variegation  and  yellow  blooms 
being  two  very  notable  examples. 

QUESTION:  1  grow  my  violets  under fuorescent 
lights,  but  always  have  a  Jew  for  decoration  in  other 
rooms.  The  blooms  on  these  plants  never  have  the  deep, 
bright,  colors  that  they  do  when  under  my  lights. 


ANSWER:  This  will  happen  when  plants  are  taken 
from  a  brighter  location  and  put  into  one  less  bright. 
Since  most  of  us  don’t  hang  shoplights  above  our  dining 
room  tables,  I  suspect  this  is  the  case  here.  This  is  one 
advantage  to  growing  under  fluorescent  lights.  Not  only 
can  we  regulate  the  hours  of  light  our  violets  receive, 
but  also  the  intensity  -  something  we  can’t  do  when 
growing  in  windows. 

Another  possibility  is  that  the  light  bulbs  being  used 
don’t  approximate  the  ‘natural’  light  they  are  seen  in 
during  the  day  in  another  location.  For  example,  plants 
grown  under  “Gro-Lux”  bulbs  appear  to  have  blooms 
much  deeper  in  color  than  would  be  seen  in  natural  light 
(i.e.  sunlight).  Shades  of  coral  and  red  appear  that  aren’t 
actually  there.  The  more  commonly  used  “cool-white”, 
and  to  a  lesser  extent  “warm-white”  fluorescent  bulbs 
tend  to  give  blooms  a  dull,  washed-out  appearance.  I 
like  the  “Gro-Lux  WS”  (wide-spectrum)  bulbs  because 
they  most  closely  approximate  natural  light. 

This  discussion  refers  only  to  how  the  plant  appears 
to  your  eyes,  not  the  colors  that,  in  fact,  are  the  actual 
colors.  The  distortions  are  being  caused  by  the  different 
color  spectmms  of  light  produced  by  the  different  light 
sources.  Having  said  all  of  this,  light  intensity  (bright¬ 
ness)  and  duration  are  much  more  important  than  the 
color  of  the  light.  One  need  not  invest  extra  money  in 
‘grow-bulbs’  for  healthy,  blooming  plants. 

QUESTION:  Tm  very  careful  with  my  watering,  not 
to  get  any  on  the  foliage  of  the  plant,  but  many  of  my 
violets  still  show  what  seem  to  be  stains  on  their 
leaves.  These  appear  mostly  on  the  leaf  edges. 

ANSWER:  This  is  a  very'  common  problem,  particu¬ 
larly  when  nights  are  cool  and  soil  is  damp.  What’s 


10  African  Violet  Magazine 


January  •  February  1995 


happening  is  that  cool  nighttime  temperatures  are 
causing  ‘dewdrops’  to  form  on  your  plant’s  leaves. 
When  this  ‘drop’  evaporates,  it  leaves  behind  a  stain.  I 
find  this  is  particularly  a  problem  in  the  spring  and  fall, 
when  days  are  warm  and  nights  are  cool,  and  usually 
after  I’ve  watered  and  soil  is  wetter  than  usual.  The 
solution,  of  course,  would  be  to  moderate  daytime  and 
nighttime  temperatures,  and  to  water  plants  early  in  the 
day.  This  would  let  them  dry  some  before  temperatures 
drop  at  night.  Doing  these  things  will  also  help  control 
powdery-mildew. 

QUESTION:  How  can  I  maximize  the  number  of 
babies  that  I  get  from  a  single  leaf?  Sometimes  I  have 
only  one  to  spare. 

ANSWER:  This  is  a  problem  most  of  us  in  this  hobby 
don’t  have.  It  was  years  before  I  realized  that  I  didn’t 
need  to  root  every  leaf  I  ever  removed  from  my  violets. 
Not  to  mention  that  I  didn’t  have  the  space  to  grow  all  of 
the  resulting  plantlets!  Sometimes,  though,  you  have 
only  one  to  spare — say,  one  purchased  at  a  show,  from  a 
special  plant. 

Fortunately,  African  violets  are  very  easy  to  propa¬ 
gate,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  from  leaf.  Here’s  what  I  do.  If 
the  leaf  is  large  enough,  cut  away  all  of  the  leaf  blade, 
leaving  a  ‘dime-sized’  portion  still  attached  to  the  petiole 
(stem).  Cut  the  petiole  at  an  angle  (cut-side  up),  at  a 
length  of  perhaps  1/2”,  and  root  as  you  normally  would, 
using  a  very  light  and  porous  rooting  medium.  The  more 
surface  area  exposed  by  the  cut,  the  greater  number  of 
plantlets  you  are  likely  to  get.  The  trade-off  is  that  the 


rooted  leaf  may  be  more  difficult  to  root  and  produce  less 
vigorous  plantlets,  since  a  greater  number  will  be 
competing  for  the  same  space  and  nutrients. 

The  section  of  the  leaf  blade  that  was  removed  can 
also  be  rooted.  Remove  the  center  vein.  Take  the 
resulting  sections  and  firmly  place  them,  center-side 
down,  into  your  rooting  medium.  These  leaf  ‘wedges’ 
will  also  produce  plantlets.  If  the  leaf  blade  is  large 
enough,  a  number  of  small  wedges  can  be  made.  Lastly, 
if  plantlets  are  carefully  removed  from  the  rooted  leaf,  it 
can  be  used  a  second  time. 

Before  leaving,  a  bit  of  information  that  may  be  of 
use  for  some.  Last  year  I  moved  to  a  rural  area,  which 
meant  a  change  from  ‘city  water’  to  water  drawn  from  a 
well.  Because  of  the  shale-limestone  terrain  of  the  area, 
the  water  is  quite  alkaline.  As  a  result,  plants  that  had 
been  watered  a  number  of  times  would  show  yellowed 
leaves  and  slower  growth.  Testing  the  soil  of  these  plants 
showed  a  pH  well  above  7  (a  pH  of  6.5  to  7.0  is  ideal). 

Too  high  or  low  a  pH  means  that  not  all  the  necessary 
nutrients  can  be  processed  by  the  plant.  To  correct  the 
pH  of  the  water,  I’ve  been  using  a  soil-acidifying 
fertilizer  (Miracid)  every  third  watering  or  so,  with  good 
results.  I  may  use  it  more  or  less  frequently  depending 
upon  the  appearance  of  my  plants.  The  pH  of  the  water 
seems  to  be  vary  during  the  year,  so  being  more  precise 
is  difficult,  short  of  constantly  testing  the  water.  In  any 
event,  the  plants  seem  to  be  happy  with  the  solution. 

Name  of  columnist  replying  is  in  bold  print. 
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Shouts  Sc  Judges 


Bill  Foster  •3610  Gray  Dr.  •  Mesquite,  TX  75150 


Happy  New  Year!  I  hope  everyone  has  had  a  joyous 
holiday  season  and  your  plants  were  not  too  neglected.  In 
this  issue  of  of  the  AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  you  will 
see  all  the  information  about  the  1995  AVSA  convention, 
“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis”.  Be  sure  to  get  your  publications  in 
for  judging.  Send  judges  and  clerks  forms  in  early.  There 
are  a  number  of  changes  listed  in  this  column.  We  have 
sold  out  of  Handbooks  again  so  we  have  tried  to  catch  all 
the  items  that  needed  correcting. 

Page  36-On  item  12,  in  the  middle  of  the  page,  delete  the 
fifth  word,  “rosette”  and  add  “certificate”  in  its  place. 

Page  48-Under  AVSA  Convention  Show  Awards- 
commercial  display  tables:.  Change  to  read: 

1 .  a  silver  award  and  a  blue  rosette  for  the  AVSA  Best 
Commercial  Display  Thble. 

2.  a  silver  award  and  a  red  rosette  for  the  AVSA  Second 
Best  Commercial  Display  Thble. 

3.  a  silver  award  and  a  white  rosette  for  the  AVSA 
Third  Best  Commercial  Display  Thble. 

Delete  items  5,6,7,  and  8.  Renumber  item  to  item  5. 

Page  66-Add  after  the  statement  on  Sta-mobiles  and 
before  Interpretive  plant  arrangements-Hanging  flower 
or  plant  arrangements  are  arrangements  that  are 
suspended  in  air,  either  from  a  dowel  or  a  bracket  on 
the  back  of  the  niche,  which  may  or  may  not  have 
motion.  If  arrangement  is  to  have  motion,  it  will  be 
viewed  from  all  sides.  The  schedule  should  state 
whether  stationary,  moving,  or  exhibitor’s  choice. 

Page  73-Under  RULES  FOR  EDUCATION  AND  AVSA 
INFORMATION  EXHIBITS,  change  item  1.  to  read;  Ex¬ 
hibiting  in  this  division  is  by  invitation  or  appointment. 

Page  74-Under  RULES  FOR  AFFILIATE  PUBLICATIONS,  at 
the  end  of  item  3.  delete  the  word  “disqualified”  and  add 
“eliminated,  as  size  requirements  have  not  been  met.” 

Page  76- At  the  bottom  of  the  page,  after  AVSA  Boyce 
Edens  Research  Fund,  add  and/or  AVSA  Building 
Maintenance  Fund. 


Page  77-Under  RULES  FOR  JUDGING  NEWSLETTERS 
AND  MAGAZINES,  on  item  3.  delete  the  fifth  word 
from  the  end  of  the  last  sentence  “should”  and  add  the 
word  “must”  in  its  place. 

Page  78- At  the  bottom  of  the  page  on  item  5.d.  add  after 
AVSA  Booster  fund,  AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund. 

Page  81-Under  3,  HORTICULTURAL  PERFECTION.  In  the 
first  sentence  delete  the  word  “rosettes”  and  add  the 
word  “points”  in  its  place.  Under  First  Award  strike  out 
“Blue  Rosette”.  Under  Second  Award  strike  out  “Red 
Rosette”.  Under  Third  Award  strike  out  “White  Rosette”. 

Page  82-On  item  6,  change  (green  rosette)  to  (green  cer¬ 
tificate)  also,  change  (blue  rosette)  to  (blue  certificate) 

Page  84-After  TOTAL  POINTS,  in  the  third  sentence,  after 
90-94,  change  the  word  “rosette”  to  “certificate”.  In  the 
fourth  sentence,  change  the  word  “rosette”  to 
“certificate”.  Delete  the  sentence  that  states  “These 
awards  are  given  after  the  Affiliate  Chairman 
determines  the  form  is  correct”.  Since  rosettes  are  no 
longer  given  this  sentence  would  not  apply. 

Page  90-Change  item  4.  on  the  lower  part  of  the  page  to 
read:  At  the  close  of  the  lecture,  the  students  will  fill-in 
the  teacher  evaluation  sheet,  place  it  in  the  envelope 
provided  and  seal  the  envelope.  The  local  chairman  will 
collect  the  sealed  envelopes  and  mail  them  together  in 
one  envelope  to  the  Shows  and  Judges  Chairman. 

Page  91 -Under  JUDGING  SCHOOL  PROCEDURES  FOR 
TEACHERS,  on  item  4.  delete  the  word  “different”. 

Page  53-Under  Quantity  of  Bloom,  delete  the  last  sen¬ 
tence  and  add  in  its  place-Deduct,  for  lack  of  bloom, 
according  to  ratio.  Example:  If  judges  deem  that  a  small 
standard  should  have  10  blossoms  but  it  only  has  5, 
deduct  half  the  points  allotted  for  quantity  of  bloom. 
(12  1/2) 

Meet  Me  in  St  Louis! 
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Darryl  Hoover 
1812  W.  Southgate 
Fullerton,  CA  92633 


AVS  of  North  Jersey  (Correction)  i  Winners  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection;  Saintpaulia  nitida, 
Saintpaulia  magungensis,  Saintpaulia  grandifolia, 
Dave  Rose.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  The 
Alps,  Sansoucy’  Julie  Marie,  Raspberry  Crisp,  Bob 
Kurzynski. 

AVS  of  Minnesota  (Correction):  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Powwow,  Ode  to  Beauty,  Red 
Mt.  Fuji;  Sweepstakes  (Horticulture),  Dolores  Paron. 

Silvermine  AVS,  CT  (Correction):  Winners:  Best  in 
Show/Best  Trailer:  Fancy  Trail,  Cindy  O’Brien. 

Sundowners  AVS,  LA  (Correction):  Winner:  Best 
Design,  Phillis  Harris. 

AVC  of  Southern  California  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Saintpaulia  velutina,  Saintpaulia 
orbicularis,  Saintpaulia  tongwensis;  Best  Trailer:  Saint¬ 
paulia  orbicularis;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina, 
Everdina  Inpijn.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Fredette’s  Moonflower,  Ocean  Eyes,  First  Child,  Marilee 
Beam.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Bo  Peep, 
Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s  Gray  Ghost;  Best  Semi:  Ness’  Crinkle 
Blue;  Sweepstakes  (Horticulture),  Gini  McCanne.  Best 
in  Show:  Mindi’s  Tears,  Dorothy  Kosowsky.  Best  Mini: 
Rob’s  Twinkle  Pink,  Jacquie  Eisenhut.  Best  Design, 
Judy  Thylor.  Sweepstakes  (Design) ,  Ann  Wang. 

AVS  of  Syracuse,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Something  Special,  Frosted  Whisper, 
Call  Me  Friend;  Best  in  Show:  Something  Special, 
Lloyd’s  African  Violets.  Best  Mini/Best  Holtkamp: 
Optimara  Rose  Quartz;  Best  Semi:  Meek’s  Cordelia  Baby, 
Donna  Coleman.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Snuggles  Lady  Dawn,  Rob’s  Pewter  Bells,  Rob’s  Copper 
Cat,  James  Wildman.  Best  Trailer:  Memory  Trail, 
Barbara  Ellison.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  diplotricha 
Punter:  Best  Design;  Sweepstakes  (Design/Horticulture), 
Ethel  Champion. 


Wisconsin  Council  of  AVC’s  -  Winners  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Nortex’s  Valentine  Haven,  Devil- 
May-Care,  Optimara  Virginia;  Best  in  Show:  Nortex’s 
Valentine  Haven,  Bonnie  Henell.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Stan¬ 
dard  Collection:  Nortex’s  Snowkist  Haven,  Dumplin’, 
Ness’  Disco  Belle,  Kevin  Degner.  Best  Mini:  Optimara 
Little  Sapphire,  Mable  Lewis.  Best  Semi:  Ness’  Crinkle 
Blue,  Arlene  Garvens.  Best  Trailer:  Deer  Trail,  John 
Graf.  Best  Design,  Joseph  Bruns.  Sweepstakes  (Horti¬ 
culture)  ,  Mae  Mueller. 

Royal  Saintpaulia  AVS,  Canada  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Billy  Bell,  Jana,  Anita;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Sno  Fun,  Ness’  Frosty 
Belle,  Beginner’s  Luck;  Best  Mini:  Ness’  Angel  Blush; 
Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket;  Best  Species:  Saint¬ 
paulia  pendula  kizarae;  Best  Design:  Sweepstakes 
(Horticulture),  Jeanie  Bell.  Best  in  Show:  Tina,  Sylvia 
Mitchell.  Best  Semi:  Rob’s  Hokie  Pokie,  Susan  Brooks. 
Sweepstakes  (Design) ,  Anne  Moffet. 

Long  Island  AVS,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Stan¬ 
dard  Collection:  Outrage,  Heavenly  Notes,  Ness’  Bangle 
Blue;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara 
Little  Blackfoot,  Rob’s  Ice  Maiden,  Lovely  Linda;  Best  in 
Show:  Heavenly  Notes;  Sweepstakes  (Horticulture), 
Dolores  O’Sullivan.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Colletion: 
Tomahawk,  Fredette’s  Moonflower,  Splendiferous;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Frosty  Belle,  Rob’s 
Copper  Cat,  Rob’s  Denim  Demon;  Best  Semi:  Rob’s 
Copper  Cat:  Best  Trailer:  Falling  Snow,  Marie  Caruso. 
Best  Mini:  Optimara  Little  Moonstone,  Frances  Ber- 
mann.  Best  Design,  Rosemary  Macaluso.  Sweep- 
stakes  (Design) ,  Lois  Szostak. 

Volunteer  State  AVS,  AR  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Party  Print,  Optimara  Yellowstone, 
Maas’  Chris,  Connie  Leifeste.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Tiger,  Apache  Maiden,  Desert  Dawn;  2nd  Best 
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AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Snuggles  Big  Eyes,  Rob’s 
Little  Butterfly,  Ness’  Twinkle  Pink;  Sweepstakes  (Horti¬ 
culture),  Peggy  Adamson.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Col¬ 
lection:  Magic  Blue,  Little  Pro,  Definitely  Darryl;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semi:  Definitely  Darryl,  Ann  Shirley.  Best 
Mini:  Petite  fewel;  Best  Trailer/Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
magungensis,  George  McDonald.  Best  Design;  Sweep- 
stakes  (Design),  Iona  Pair.  Best  Novice:  fingles,  Pat 
Summons. 

AVS  of  Denver,  Chapter  I,  CO  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Saintpaulia  pendula  kizarae, 
Saintpaulia  rupicola,  Saintpaulia  magungensis;  Best  in 
Show:  Out  of  Africa,  Fran  RatteL  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Firefly,  Rob’s  Match  Point,  Rob’s  Heat 
Wave;  Best  Mini:  Ness’  Angel  Blush;  Best  Design; 
Sweepstakes  (Horticulture),  Nelly  Levine.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Tutti  Frutti,  Ness’ 
Dy nomite,  Party  Lace,  Albert  Stancliff. 

Northern  California  Council  AV  Societies  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Grape  Splash, 
Sister  Ancilla,  Maas’  Mary  Lou,  Dorothy  Gawienowski. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  French  Lilac,  Viego, 
Tomahawk;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Definitely 
Darryl,  Precious  Pink,  Little  Pro:  Sweepstakes  (Horticul¬ 
ture),  Irene  Boro.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Addie  Lou  Harris,  Little  Katherine,  Party  Lace,  Doris 
Weaver.  Best  in  Show  Tomahawk;  Best  Semi:  Wee  Be, 
Cathy  Cornibe.  Best  Mini  Pink  Dove.  Marilee  Beam. 
Best  Trailer:  Sunset  Trail,  Ann  Wang.  Best  Design,  Mae 
Mendes.  Sweepstakes  (Design) ,  Vera  Parker. 

African  Violet  Council  of  Florida  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rodeo  Showgirl,  Ocean  Eyes, 


Wisteria;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt, 
Pat  Champagne,  Rob’s  Heat  Wave;  Best  in  Show:  Wrang¬ 
ler’s  Luv  Texas;  Sweepstakes  (Horticulture),  Phyllis 
King.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little 
Blackfoot,  Ness’  Tutti  Frutti,  Mini  Papa;  Best  Mini: 
Mickey  Mouse;  Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail,  Cristobel 
Collier.  Best  Semi:  Ness’  Mini  Sota,  Lois  Sprayberry. 
Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  Sigi  Falls,  Fred  Moak.  Best 
Design;  Sweepstakes  (Design) ,  Barbara  Courson. 

Heart  of  Jacksonville  AVS  -  Winners:  Best  in 
Show:  Lela  Marie;  Best  Trailer:  Lambs’  Ears,  Lucy  Wall. 
2nd  Best  in  Show:  Vagabond;  Best  Semi:  Teen  Sweet-  : 
heart;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Sea  Clift’;  Best  Design; 
Sweepstakes  (Horticulture/Design) ,  Bobbi  Johannsen.  * 
Ohio  State  AVS,  OH  -  Winners  Best  AVSA  Standard  ' 
Collection:  Back  In  Time,  Splendiferous.  Optimara  ; 
Trinidad,  Carolyn  Copeland.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  i 
Collection:  Optimara  New  Mexico,  Optimara  Molokai, 
Optimara  Arkansas;  Best  in  Show:  Optimara  New  ! 
Mexico;  Best  Trailer:  Darling  Blue  Trail;  Sweepstakes 
(Horticulture/Design),  Cathy  Black.  Best  Mini: 
Optimara  Little  Crystal;  Best  Design,  Marion  Tisdale. 
Best  Semi:  Sugar  Bear  Blues,  Doris  Palm.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  tongwensis,  Jane  McCain. 

Nutmeg  State  AVS,  CT  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  . 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Twinkle  Pink,  Rob’s  Roman¬ 
cer,  Rob’s  Doohickey;  Best  Mini:  Rob’s  Doohickey; 
Sweepstakes  (Horticulture/Design),  Edna  Rourke.  Best 
in  Show/Best  Semi:  Lemon  Cookie,  Mickey  Kassel. 
Best  Ti'ailer:  Falling  Snow,  Lynn  Wallach.  Best  Design: 
Nancy  Hayes. 


AVSA  Booster  Fund 

Ruth  Warren  •  RO.  Box  3664  •  Fall  River,  MA  02722 


Frances  Olson  $10.00 

Don  Thornburg  10.00 

Appreciation  for  1 0  years  of  ser\ice  by  our  former  editor  fane  Birge 
Granda  Hills  AVS  10.00 

Memory  of  Wesley  Driver 

Saintpaulia  Society  St  Louis  5.00 

Milwaukee  AVS  10.00 

Barrington  Bloomers  AVS  10.00 


Did  your  club  or  society  have  a  fall  show? 

AVSA  appreciates  all  considerations,  contributions  and  support. 
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W  In  Memory 

^  Reverend  Charles  Blades 

By  David  Buttram 

Reverend  Charles  Blades  died  recently  following  heart 
surgery  in  Lexington,  Kentucky.  I  first  met  Charles  in  the 
mid  1950s  when  he  was  a  youth  leader  in  my  church. 
We  went  our  separate  ways  until  an  ad  in  the  March- 
April  1969  AVM  caught  my  attention.  Could  this  be  the 
same  man?  Indeed,  it  was.  1  wrote  to  him  and  he  invited 
me  to  visit  him  and  his  family  in  southern  Missouri. 

As  a  neophyte,  I  soaked  up  everything  he  could  teach 
me  about  African  violets.  He  explained  how  to  start 
leaves  and  to  grow  them  for  show.  He  carefully  demon¬ 
strated  his  hybridizing  techniques. 

A  particular  challenge  to  him  was  to  cross  on  to 
Tommie  Lou.  This  stubborn  variety  finally  accepted  the 
pollen  from  another  plant.  Several  months  later  I 
received  a  letter  with  the  good  news,  “I  have  finally 
done  it!  Tommie  Lou  has  a  seed  pod.” 

Sure  enough,  it  did,  and  I  saw  it  on  my  next  trip 
down  to  his  parsonage  in  the  country.  Weeks  went  by 
and  I  received  another  bit  of  good  news,  “Baby  plants 
are  growing  and  they’re  variegated."  Yes,  I  saw  them 
too,  and  what  a  sight  -  tiny  leaves  with  the  distinct 
variegations  covering  all  available  space  in  a  pot. 


GERTRUDE  DOMMENGE 

Members  of  the  Bergen  County,  New  Jersey  AVS 
mourn  the  loss  of  longtime  member  Gertrude 
Dommenge.  Gertmde  was  one  of  the  earliest  members  of 
the  BCAVS,  having  joined  shortly  after  the  club  was 
formed  in  1950. 


MARY  SHOWERS 

Mar}'  Showers  died  in  September  1994,  at  the  age  of 
88.  She  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Crosstown  AVC  of 
Madison,  Wl,  and  had  held  various  offices  in  the  club. 


A  move  to  Taylorsville,  Kentucky  brought  disaster  to 
the  more  than  300  seedlings.  Only  five  or  six  survived 
the  ride  to  the  new  home,  but  they  bloomed.  The  blooms 
were  blue  and  purple  singles  that  dropped.  They  would 
have  been  candidates  for  the  trash  except  for  one  trait, 
the  gorgeous  green  and  white  variegation  on  the  leaves. 
Charles  named  these  diamonds  in  the  rough  The  Parson 
series  and  offered  me  sole  distribution  rights.  Dollar 
signs  flashed  in  our  eyes  but  that  was  not  to  be,  for  the 
next  shipping  season  Lyndon  Lyon  introduced  similar 
seedlings  from  Cordelia  and  Harold  Rinehart. 

The  Parsons  did  sell  well,  however,  and  like  the 
Rinehart  series,  they  opened  the  door  to  African  violet 
hybridizers  around  the  world.  The  Parson  series  was 
seminal  because  many  had  dark  red  backing  on  the 
leaves  resulting  in  the  deep  rich  green  so  common  now. 

Charles  Blades  continued  to  hybridize  for  a  few  years. 
Personal  problems  caused  him  to  eventually  leave  the 
ministry  and  he  became  a  landscaper  until  his  failing 
health  forced  him  into  retirement. 

Reverend  Blades  and  I  traveled  to  Haiti  together  as 
short-term  missionaries.  There,  I  saw  his  inner  strength 
and  compassion  among  the  sick  and  hurting.  This  quiet, 
generous,  gentle  man  was  a  mentor  and  true  friend.  I  am 
a  richer  person  for  having  known  him  all  these  years  - 
years  that  were  all  too  brief  Just  as  he  touched  lives  by 
his  ministry,  so  he  has  and  continues  to  touch  lives  with 
the  beauty  and  grace  of  the  variegated  African  violet. 


MAE  PHILLIPS 

Mae  Phillips,  of  Memphis,  TN,  died  in  December 
1993.  Mae  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  AVSA 
and  a  charter  member  of  the  Memphis  AVS  and  the  Bluff 
City  AVC.  She  held  many  offices  in  both  clubs  and  was  a 
Judge  for  over  40  years. 


JIMMY  DATES 

Jimmy  Dates  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Galesburg, 
IL.  Jimmy  was  a  past  president  and  honorary  Life 
Member  of  the  Illinois  AVS,  and  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Quad  Cities  AVS,  Evening  Bloomers  AVS  and  the 
Metropolitan  AVS. 
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!n  Search  of  AJen/  (/iotets 


Dr.  Jeff  Smith 
The  Indiana  Academy 
Ball  State  University 
Muncie,  IN  47306 


The  intensity  of  the  flower  color  can  be  effected  by 
both  cultural  and  genetic  factors.  If  a  seedling  blooms 
“white”,  how  can  you  be  sure  that  the  plant  has  the 
genetic  trait  for  white,  or  if  the  cultural  practice  and 
young  age  of  the  plant  has  given  it  a  very  pale  colored 
flower?  One  trick  is  to  examine  the  color  of  the  pistil, 
especially  the  stick-like  style.  The  pistil  is  the  female  part 
of  the  flower  and  if  pollinated  can  develop  into  a  seed 
pod.  The  style  is  the  portion  of  the  pistil  that  sticks 
above  the  flower  center.  The  tip  of  the  style,  called  the 
stigma,  receives  the  pollen  during  a  breeding  cross.  The 
color  of  the  style  usually  reflects  the  genetic  color  of  the 
flower.  If  the  style  shows  any  color,  then  the  plant  is  not 
“white",  but  has  very  diluted  flower  pigments.  The 
ability  to  make  a  pigment,  is  a  genetic  dominant  to 
“white”  and  could  effect  the  results  of  your  hybridization 
crosses. 

Q:  /  crossed  two  white-Jlowered  plants  together  and 
obtained  some  pink  ojfspring.  How  was  this 
possible? 

A:  I  suspect  that  one  of  your  “white”  parents  was  really 
a  very  pale  pink,  not  a  white.  Check  the  style  and 
see  if  it  shows  some  pink  color.  A  cross  of  pink  X 
white  will  produce  some  pink  offspring. 

Q:  I  would  like  to  experiment  with  inducing  mutations 
in  African  Violet  seeds.  Could  I  use  an  UV  lamp  in 
my  home  to  do  this? 

A;  Mutations  are  inheritable  changes  that  occur  in  the 
genetic  information  of  an  organism.  Some  mutations 
occur  spontaneously,  while  others  can  be  caused  by 
various  chemicals  or  radiation.  UV  lamps  should  be 
able  to  cause  mutations,  but  the  time  of  exposure 
needed  would  depend  on  the  type  of  the  lamp  and 
the  amount  of  radiation  it  puts  out.  You  might  need 
to  experiment  to  find  the  UV  exposure  needed  to 
produce  results. 


A  good,  but  old  article  on  inducing  mutations 
with  X-rays  was  published  in  AVM  13(4):32-37, 
1960.  This  study  found  that  radiation  levels  of 
2000-3000  r  gave  good  results  on  mutating  petiole 
cells  in  leaf  cuttings.  Although  several  interesting 
plants  were  identified  in  this  study,  inducing 
mutations  through  radiation  is  not  generally 
considered  these  days  to  be  a  productive  way  to  find 
new  traits  in  plants. 

Q;  Why  do  some  violets  have  an  intense  red  pigment 
on  the  backs  of  the  leaves  and  others  have  little  or 
none  of  this  pigment? 

A:  The  ability  to  make  the  red  leaf  pigment  is  a  genetic 
dominant.  The  pigment  is  found  only  in  the  lower 
leaf  epidermis  (the  middle  cells  of  the  leaf  are  green) 
and  is  related  to  the  flower  pigments.  If  the  plant 
has  two  doses  of  the  gene,  more  pigment  is 
produced  and  the  red  color  is  intensified.  A  single 
copy  of  the  gene  gives  moderate  or  patchy  pigmen¬ 
tation.  Plants  lacking  the  gene  have  pale  green  or 
white  backed  leaves.  The  amount  of  pigment  is 
also  affected  by  culture  and  is  intensified  by  high 
light  levels. 

Q;  /  have  a  deep  purple  plant  which  sometimes 
produces  a  small  area  of  orange  at  its  base.  Can 
this  be  bred  to  produce  a  larger  orange  area? 

A:  Why  not  try  it  and  see?  The  yellow  violets  were 
bred  from  a  similar  observation  of  a  yellow  color 
found  at  the  base  of  a  flower.  You  might  have  the 
same  success  with  your  “orange”. 

rd  suggest  self-pollinating  the  plant  to  conserve 
the  trait  in  the  offspring,  then  inbreeding  for  several 
generations.  Since  purple  is  a  dominant  color, 
however,  you  may  have  a  hard  time  getting  the 
orange  area  to  increase  in  size.  Another  possibility  is 
to  cross  to  a  yellow  or  ivory  flower,  then  interbreed 
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the  FI  offspring  together  or  backcross  to  the  original 
parent.  This  may  help  increase  the  orange  and 
reduce  the  purple.  Good  Luck! 

Qi  How  can  1  breed  a  white  flower  with  raspberry 
edges? 

hx  The  best  way  to  get  this  plant  is  to  breed  a  strong 
raspberry  edge  to  the  palest  pink  flowered  plant  you 
can  find.  The  raspberry  edge  trait  should  come 
through  in  the  first  generation.  The  pale  pink  parent 
will  dilute  the  center  color  until  it  appears  white.  The 
combination  should  give  you  a  raspberry  edge  on 
what  appears  to  be  a  “white”  and  you  should  get  a 
few  of  these  offspring  in  the  first  generation. 


Q:  I  have  been  breeding  for  coral  and  coral  red 
fowers.  I  can  get  these  colors  in  the  seedlings,  but 
the  colors  are  frequently  pale  and  “dirty”  looking. 
What  did  I  do  wrong? 

A:  You  haven’t  necessarily  done  anything  wrong.  What 
I  suspect  has  happened  is  that  the  colors  have  been 
diluted  rather  than  intensified,  giving  pale  colors. 
Coral  red  in  particular,  does  have  a  very  “dirty” 
appearance  when  it  is  diluted. 

In  the  future,  try  using  parents  with  very  dark 
flower  colors.  This  will  prevent  the  offspring  from 
inheriting  the  dilution  factor  (a  genetic  dominant) 
and  avoid  the  paler  flower  colors. 


AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Anne  Jantzen,  Chairman  •2725  Katrina  Way  •  Mountain  View,  CA  94040 

AUGUST,  1994  SEPTEMBER  1994 

Contributions  from  August  1  -  August  31  Contributions  from  September  1  -  September  30 


Trudi  Christensen,  VA 

$  5.00  (BM) 

The  AVC  of  Greater  Atlanta 

$25.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Landgren,  IL 

20.00 

In  memory  of  Jason  Scott 

In  memory  of  Jean  Krewer 

Helen  B.  Spratlin,  GA 

5.00 

Dorothy  Goodemote  Pultz,  NY 

10.00 

Barrington  Bloomers  AVS,  IL 

10.00 

NASA  Area  AVS,  TX 

25.00 

Saintpaulia  Society,  MO 

5.00 

In  memory  of  James  Bagley, 

Milwaukee  AVS 

10.00 

husband  of  member, 

Baltimore  AVC 

30.00 

Marsha  Bagley 

In  memory  of  Howard  J.  Burns, 

Mary  Boland,  VA 

30.00 

husband  of  Marie 

In  lieu  of  teacher’s  expenses  from 

Shirley  Geddes,  CA 

5.00 

Richmond  AVS 

Peggy  Stangas,  NJ 

5.00 

Janet  Riemer,  NJ 

30.00 

Jessica  Farrell,  CA 

20.00  (BM) 

In  memory  of  “E”  Hansen 

Mrs.  Anthony  Marabito,  OH 

20.00  (BM) 

Tracy  Wang,  Ihiwan 

20.00  (BM) 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s  fee  from 

Suzanne  Altenburg,  TX 

25.00 

Willowick  Garden  Club 

Union  County  Chapter,  AVSA,  NJ 

50.00 

Iris  Keating,  CA 

15.00 

Nell-Sue  Tyson,  CO 

10.00 

In  memory  of  Doris  Ashby 

In  memory  of  “E”  Hansen, 

Don  Thornburg,  CA 

10.00 

who  did  so  much  for  the 

In  recognition  of  1 0  years  of  service 

Building  Fund.  She  gave 

by  former  editor,  Jane  Birge 

generously  of  her  time. 

Patomac  Council  of  AV  Judges,  VA 

20.00 

talents,  and  funds  and 

In  memory  of  Howard  Burns 

should  be  remembered 

AVSA  of  the  East  Bay,  Inc.,  CA 

50.00 

with  great  kindness. 

In  appreciation  of  1 0  years  of  service 

Robert  Hall,  VA 

5.00  (BM) 

by  Jane  Birge,  former  editor. 

Total: 

$280.00 

Delaware  AVS 

10.00 

Total  all  donations:  $88,710.25 

In  memory  of  David  Burns, 
husband  of  Marie 

Total:  $240.00 

Total  all  contributions:  $88,950.25 
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Introducing  YourAVSA  Nominees.., 


L.T.  Ozio,  Jr. 

.  for  President 


Esther  Edwards  Wells 
...  for  1st  VP 


Bill  Foster 
..  for  2nd  VP 


Nancy  Hayes 
...  for  3rd  VP 


Sue  Ramser 
...for  Secretary 


Meredith  Hall 
...for  Treasurer 


Board  of  Directors 


Mary  Lou  Harden 


Hilda  Vander  Meer 


Barbara  Elkin 


Shirley  Sanders 


Laura  Walker 


FOR  PRESIDENT:  L.T.  Ozio,  Jr.  of  Morgan  City,  ! 
Louisiana,  has  been  growing  African  violets  for  over  23  ' 

years  and  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  since  1973.  He 
and  his  wife,  Yvonne,  are  very  active  in  their  local  affiliate, 
the  Atchafalaya  VS,  of  which  they  are  charter  members. 

Both  L.T.  and  Yvonne  are  Life  Members,  senior 
judges,  and  both  are  the  recipients  of  the  AVSA 
Honorary  One  Year  Membership.  L.T.  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  AVSA  Board  of  Directors,  chair  of  the 
Library  committee,  and  as  third  vice  president.  He 
became  an  AVSA  teacher  in  1983  and  promotes  the 
culture  of  African  violets  through  programs  and 
workshops  at  AVSA  local  and  state  affiliates,  garden 
clubs,  and  other  plant  societies. 

A  member  of  Dixie  AVS,  he  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Council  of  AV  Judges  and  Growers  and 
served  as  charter  secretary  for  two  consecutive  terms. 

FOR  FIRST  VICE  PRESIDENT:  Esther  Edwards 
Wells  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  since  1981.  She  is  a 
member  of  Mid-America  AVS  and  served  as  president, 
first  and  second  vice  president  and  treasurer.  Esther  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Missouri  Valley  AV  Council  and 
has  served  as  its  first  secretary  and  bylaws  chair. 

Esther  has  served  AVSA  as  director,  second  and  third 
vice  president  and  Awards  Committee  chair.  She  was 
convention  chair  for  the  1989  AVSA  convention  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City.  She  also  serves  on  the  bylaws  and  publications 
committees. 
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Esther  holds  a  M.S.  degree  in  Student  Personnel 
Administration  from  Central  Missouri  State  University 
and  a  B.A.  in  Mathematics  and  Psychology  from  William 
Jewell  College. 

She  is  employed  as  a  Data  Processing  Supervisor  in 
an  accounting  firm.  Esther  is  married  to  Charles  Wells 
who  assists  her  with  all  of  her  violet  projects.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Garden  Center  Association  of  Kansas  City. 

FOR  SECOND  VICE  PRESIDENT:  Bill  Foster  has 
been  a  member  of  AVSA  for  over  20  years.  He  is  a  Life 
Member,  a  senior  judge  and  a  teacher.  He  served  as 
Affiliate  Chairman  for  AVSA  from  1986-1990  when 
appointed  to  the  job  of  AVSA  Chairman  of  Shows  and 
Judges,  a  job  which  he  still  holds. 

Bill  is  a  member  and  past  president  of  The  First 
Nighter  AVS  of  Dallas,  a  member  and  past  president  of 
The  First  AVS  of  Dallas,  a  charter  member  and  past 
president  of  North  Texas  African  Violet  Judges  Council,  a 
member  and  past  president  of  The  Lone  Star  African 
Violet  Council,  and  an  honorary  member  of  Alpha  AVS 
of  Dallas.  He  served  as  convention  chairman  for  the 
AVSA  convention  in  Dallas  in  1988,  and  has  served  as 
third  vice  president  of  AVSA  for  the  past  2  years. 

Bill  retired  in  1986  after  a  31 -year  career  with 
Atlantic  Richfield.  He  is  married  to  Paula,  who  is  also 
very  involved  in  African  Violets  and  AVSA.  They  have  a 
grown  daughter  and  son. 

Other  than  hybridizing  and  caring  for  their  many 
violets  and  club  activities.  Bill  and  Paula  are  woodcrafters. 

FOR  THIRD  VICE  PRESIDENT:  Nancy  Hayes, 
Mrs.  John  A.,  Jr.,  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  for  31 
years,  14  years  of  that  as  a  Life  Member.  She  has  been  a 
judge  for  24  years,  currently  a  master  judge,  judging 
school  teacher  and  a  consultant  to  judging  at  conven¬ 
tions  for  13  years.  She  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  11  years,  6  of  which  she  was  AVSA  Treasurer.  She 
was  well  known  for  authoring  the  Question  Box  for 
nearly  nine  years,  a  job  that  gave  her  great  satisfaction. 
She  served  for  14  years  on  the  Library  committee  and 
currently  has  served  many  years  on  the  Convention 
committee.  In  addition,  she  has  worked  on  Building, 
Salary,  Finance,  and  Future  Directons  committee.  Most 
recently  she  tabulated  the  survey  from  the  Future 
Directions  committee  which  entailed  tabulating  over 
5,000  responses. 

She  is  a  member  and  past  president  of  the  Windsor 
AVS,  Nutmeg  State  AVS  and  Bay  State  Judges  Council, 
currently  again  serving  as  President.  She  frequently 
talks  about  African  violets  and  design  to  other  clubs  and 
community  organizations.  She  has  recently  founded  a 
very  successful  evening  group  which  meets  in  her  home 
1 0  months  of  the  year. 

When  she  is  not  involved  in  violet  activities,  she 
works  fulltime  as  a  registered  nurse. 


She  has  been  married  to  John  for  33  years,  they  have 
4  grown  children  and  three  adorable  granddaughters. 

FOR  SECRETARY:  Sue  Ramser,  of  Wichita  Falls, 
Texas,  has  been  a  member  of  the  First  African  Violet 
Society  of  Wichita  Falls  for  23  years.  She  has  served  as 
show  chairman,  secretary,  treasurer,  vice  president  and 
president  five  times. 

As  member  of  the  Lone  Star  African  Violet  Council, 
Sue  has  served  as  newsletter  editor  twice,  secretary,  vice 
president,  and  president.  She  is  also  active  in  the  North 
Texas  African  Violet  Judges  Council,  having  served  as 
corresponding  secretary,  secretary,  vice  president  and 
president. 

At  the  AVSA  Convention  in  Austin  in  1978,  she  was 
a  member  of  the  classification  committee  and  in  1988 
was  the  president’s  aide  for  the  AVSA  Convention  in 
Dallas.  She  has  served  as  vice  chairman  of  the  AVSA 
Affiliate  Committee,  elected  director  in  1990,  has  served 
as  AVSA  Sales  and  Promotion  Table  Volunteer 
Coordinator  for  the  past  two  years.  She  serves  as 
secretary  of  the  Shows  and  Judges  Committee.  Sue  is  an 
AVSA  Life  Member,  senior  judge  and  teacher,  and  in 
1993  she  compiled  “Teaching  Tools”. 

Sue  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Texas  in 
Denton  with  a  Bachelor  of  Business  Administration.  Her 
husband,  Charles,  is  a  Professor  of  Management  at 
Midwestern  State  University  in  Wichita  Falls.  They  have 
four  children.  The  Ramser  family  was  selected  as 
Wichita  Falls’  Family  of  the  Year  in  1989.  Sue’s  other 
interests  include  sewing  and  knitting. 

FOR  TREASURER:  Meredith  Hall  of  Houston,  has 
been  a  member  of  AVSA  for  23  years,  and  a  Life 
Member  since  1978.  She  is  a  senior  judge  and  a  teacher. 

Meredith  attended  her  first  AVSA  convention  in 
Austin  in  1978  and  has  attended  every  one  since.  She 
formerly  owned  The  African  Violetry,  selling  plants  and 
supplies  to  retail  customers. 

A  director  of  the  Dixie  AVS,  she  is  past  president  of 
Lone  Star  African  Violet  Council,  Central  Texas  Judges 
Council,  the  African  Violet  Study  Club  of  Houston  and 
the  Spring  Branch  AVC.  Currently  she  is  cochairman 
for  Commercial  Sales  &  Exhibits  and  Publications. 
Meredith  served  as  advertising  manager  for  the  AVM  for 
seven  years. 

Her  hobbies  are  ceramics,  sewing  and  gardening  - 
especially  hibiscus,  of  which  she  has  a  large  collection. 

FOR  DIRECTOR:  Mrs.  Jack  (Barbara)  Elkin  of 
Auburn,  California  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  since 
1975  and  a  Life  Member  since  1981.  She  is  a  senior 
judge  and  teacher  and  has  served  as  President  of  The 
Northern  California  Council  of  AVS,  AVS  of  South  Bay, 
The  Nite  Bloomers  AVS  and  Delta  Gesneriad  &  AVS  has 
held  most  of  the  offices,  including  show  chairman,  in  all 
affiliates  she  has  joined. 
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Barbara  also  served  as  1991  Santa  Clara  AVSA 
Convention  Chairman  and  has  received  the  Honorary 
One-Year  Membership  Award.  She  was  Convention 
Chairman  for  the  first  California  State  Convention  in 
1985  and  was  the  Convention  Show  Vice-chairman  for 
the  1981  San  Francisco  AVSA  Convention. 

Currently,  she  is  Vice-President  of  Capital  City  AVS; 
Treasurer  of  Delta  Gesneriad  &  AVS;  and  a  member  of 
the  AVSA  Future  Directions  committee.  Her  passion  for 
the  older  varieties  has  kept  her  busy  with  her  “Oldies”. 
Along  with  her  other  interests,  she  dabbles  in  a  “little” 
hybridizing  and  encourages  her  husband  with  his 
miniature  donkeys.  Of  course,  we  must  not  forget  the 
month  they  spend  each  year  fishing  in  Canada. 

In  the  past,  Barbara  has  served  on  the  Library 
committee.  Convention  committee,  and  was  Vice- 
chairman  of  the  Best  Varieties  committee. 

FOR  DIRECTOR:  Mary  Lou  Harden  of  Seffner, 
Florida,  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  for  1 6  years.  She  is 
a  Life  Member,  senior  judge,  was  Registration  Chair  for 
the  AVSA  Convention  in  Orlando  in  1987,  and  will  serve 
as  Convention  Chair  for  the  1997  convention  in  Florida. 

Mary  Lou  has  been  a  member  of  the  Tampa  AVS  for 
16  years  and  has  served  as  President,  Vice  President, 
Secretary,  Show  Chair,  Parliamentarian,  Editor  of  the 
Yearbook,  and  The  Petal,  a  monthly  publication. 

She  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  AV  Council  of  Flo¬ 
rida  for  15  years,  serxdng  as  President,  Secretary,  Year¬ 
book  Editor,  and  Show  Chair.  As  a  1 5  year  member  of  the 
Dixie  AVS,  and  a  Life  Member,  Mary  Lou  was  the  Editor 
of  The  Dixie  News  from  1990-1994,  which  was  the 
winner  of  the  AVSA  Best  Magazine  in  1992  and  1994. 

A  talented  musician,  Mary  Lou  finds  time  from  her 
busy  career  as  a  legal  secretary  to  be  the  Organist  and 
Choir  Director  at  her  church  in  Tampa,  Florida. 

Mary  Lou  is  also  a  member  of  the  newly  formed 
Tampa  Bay  Gesneriad  Society,  the  National  Association 
of  Parliamentarians,  and  Alpha  Parliamentarians  of 
Tampa,  Florida.  Her  hobbies,  besides  African  violets,  are 
playing  the  piano  and  clogging. 

FOR  DIRECTOR:  Shirley  Sanders  of  San  Antonio, 
Texas  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  since  1982,  attended 
her  first  AVSA  convention  in  Orlando  in  1987  and 
became  a  Life  Member  in  1988. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Magic  Knight  AVS  of  San 
Antonio  and  has  presided  as  President,  Vice  President, 
and  served  on  various  committees  within  the  club. 

She  was  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Dixie  AVS  in 
1992  and  now  is  advertising  manager  of  their  maga¬ 
zine.  She  and  her  husband,  Sandy,  are  members  of  the 
Mid  Atlantic  Council  and  have  attended  two  of  their 
conventions. 


She  is  a  member  of  the  Lone  Star  African  Violet 
Council  and  will  be  installed  as  Vice  President  of  the 
Central  Texas  judges  Council  in  February  of  1995. 

Shirley  and  her  husband  Sandy  are  co-owners  of 
Shirley’s  House  of  Violets.  Sandy  is  retired  from  the  US 
Army  and  Civil  Service.  They  have  a  son  Martin,  who 
lives  in  San  Antonio  working  as  a  computer  programmer 
and  attends  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  University. 

When  a  spare  moment  is  available,  Shirley  likes  to  do 
needle  work  or  her  favorite  hobby,  painting. 

FOR  DIRECTOR:  Hilda  Vander  Meer  has  been 
growing  African  violets  for  many  years  and  has  been  a 
member  of  AVSA  for  15  years.  She  has  shared  the 
knowledge  of  growing  African  violets  by  giving 
programs  to  local  violet  and  garden  clubs,  and  also 
at  work. 

She  is  a  Life  Member  of  AVSA  and  an  advanced 
judge.  Currently,  she  is  President  of  The  Garden  State 
African  Violet  Club  of  Mercerville,  NJ  for  the  fourth  time. 
She  is  also  a  member  of  Tristate  African  Violet  Council, 
the  NJ  Council  of  African  Violet  Judges,  Mid-Atlantic  AVS 
and  The  Liberty  Bell  Chapter  of  AGGS.  She  has  served  in 
many  capacities  at  the  state  and  local  levels. 

She  served  as  the  1993  AVSA  vice-convention 
chairman  and  also  was  the  chairman  of  the  yearbook 
committee  for  the  1984  Philadelphia  convention.  She  is 
employed  in  the  Royalty  Department  of  McGraw  Hill 
Publishing  Company  as  a  contract  specialist. 

FOR  DIRECTOR:  Laura  Walker  is  a  graduate  of 
Florida  State  University  with  a  degree  in  microbiology 
and  has  worked  at  the  National  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  and  Prevention  for  29  years.  She  has  been  in 
medical  research  all  of  that  time. 

She  has  been  growing  African  violets  since  rescuing 
one  from  a  trash  can  at  work  24  years  ago.  She  joined 
the  African  Violet  Club  of  Greater  Atlanta  and  AVSA  after 
1973. 

In  addition  to  being  a  member  of  AVSA  and  AVCGA, 
she  is  a  member  of  the  Dixie  African  Violet  Society,  the 
Georgia  State  African  Violet  Council  and  the  Georgia 
African  Violet  Judges  Society.  She  is  now  President  of  the 
Georgia  State  African  Violet  Council  and  Third  Vice- 
President  of  the  Dixie  African  Violet  Society.  In  the  past, 
she  has  served  as  President  of  AVCGA  and  as  editor  of 
their  newsletter. 

Her  other  hobbies  pre  history  and  genealogy  and  she 
likes  to  travel  which  helps  in  finding  records  and  infor¬ 
mation  on  various  family  lines.  She  also  enjoys  garden¬ 
ing  in  general  and  is  a  member  of  the  Atlanta  Botanical 
Garden  and  the  American  Horticultural  Society. 


20  African  Violet  Magazine 


January  •  February  1995 


St.  Louis,  and  the  100  miles  that  sur¬ 
round  this  beautiful  city,  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  diverse  areas  in 
the  U.S. 

In  our  attempt  to  highlight  some 
points  of  interest,  we  found  that  there  are 
just  too  many  to  mention  and  all  have  a 
unique  charm  and  a  reason  for  a  visit. 


The 

1995 

AVSA 

Convention 


Both  within  the  city  and  in  the 
surrounding  countryside,  we  have  tried 
to  present  some  very  interesting  and  dif¬ 
ferent  tours  and  shopping  opportunities. 
In  fact,  all  tours  are  different  and  with  so 
much  to  see,  very  little  is  duplicated. 

We  hope  that  you  will  “Meet  Us  In  St. 
Louis”  and  let  us  show  you  the  time  of 
your  life. 


St.  Louis  Facts 


•  St.  Louis  is  among  the  nation’s  top  locations  for 
corporate  headquarters.  Nine  of  the  Fortune  500 
companies  are  headquartered  here,  including, 
Monsanto,  Ralston  Purina,  Emerson  Electric, 
Anheuser-Busch  and  McDonnell  Douglas. 

•  St.  Louis’  McDonnell  Douglas  Corporation  designed 
and  built  the  space  capsule  that  carried  the  first 
men  into  space  in  the  1960’s. 

•  In  1904,  the  first  Olympiad  to  be  held  in  the  U.S. 
was  held  in  St.  Louis  at  Washington  University’s 
Francis  Field. 


•  Noted  St.  Louis  surgeon,  Dr.  Evan  Graham,  per¬ 
formed  the  first  lung  cancer  operation  in  St.  Louis 
in  1933. 

•  Susan  Blow  started  the  first  kindergarten  in  the 
United  States  in  St.  Louis  in  1873. 

•  St.  Louis  is  one  of  the  sports  centers  of  the  United 
States,  with  professional  teams  in  baseball  and 
hockey,  an  active  calendar  of  college  sporting 
events  and  a  variety  of  other  athletic  activities 
including  boxing,  skiing  and  soccer. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck  •  RO.  Box  38  •  Oreland,  PA  19075^0038 


DonatioES  received  from  July  20, 1994  -  September  20,  1994: 


Kerry  Brookman,  El  Cerrito,  CA 

20.00 

Town  &  Country  AVS,  Paines ville,  OH 

25.00 

The  Late  Bloomers  AVC  of  Green  County, 

5.00 

Brigitte  McKnight,  Cupertino,  CA 

25.00 

Monroe,  WI 

Suburban  AV  Enthusiasts,  Country  Club  Hills,  IL 

10.00 

Genola  B.  Cox,  Eagle  River,  WI 

15.00 

NASA  AVS,  League  City,  TX 

25.00 

In  Memory  of  Alice  Spring  Lundstedt, 

First  AVS  of  San  Antonio,  San  Antonio  TX 

15.00 

an  exceptional  lady  and  friend,  whose  joy 

Unpredictables  AVS,  Independence,  MO 

10.00 

of  life  and  her  violets  knew  no  bounds. 

Barrington  Bloomers  AVS,  Barrington  IL 

10.00 

Bermuda  AV  Association,  Bermuda 

100.00 

Joy  Brooks,  Philadelphia,  PA 

10.00 

Susan  Storey,  San  Marcos,  TX 

30.00 

In  memory  of  “E”  Hansen 

In  lieu  of  travel  expenses  to  Susan  from  the 

In  memory  of  Howard  Burns, 

Magic  Knight  AVS 

husband  of  Marie  Burns 

Susan  Storey,  San  Marcos,  TX 

20.00 

Dorothy  M. Duran,  Lynn,  MA 

25.00 

In  memory  of  Fred  Young,  husband  of 

Milwaukee  AVS,  Milwaukee,  WI 

10.00 

Frances  Young 

Saintpaulia  Society,  St.  Louis,  MO 

5.00 

Windsor  AVS,  Windsor,  CT 

50.00 

Crosstown  AV  Club,  Madison,  WI 

35.00 

In  memory  of  Betty  Gates,  Nancy  Hayes’  mother, 

Wichita  AV  Study  Club,  Wichita,  KS 

20.00 

a  long-time,  dedicated  member  and  grower 

In  memory  of  Viola  Duerksen 

of  beautiful  violets. 
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Convention  Awards 


Society  Awards  -  Amateur  Division 


Best  African  Violet 

2nd  Best  African  Violet 

3rd  Best  African  Violet 

Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Standards 

2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Standards 

Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Minis  or  Semiminis 

2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Minis  or  Semiminis 

Best  Miniature 

Best  Semiminiature 

Best  Standard 

Best  Trailer 

Best  Other  Gesneriad 

Sweepstakes  in  Horticulture 

Sweepstakes  Runner-Up  in  Horticulture 


Silver  and  Tri-Color  Rosette 

Award  of  Merit  Rosette  and  $15 

Honorable  Mention  Rosette  and  $  1 0 

Gold  Rosette  and  $50 

Purple  Rosette 

Gold  Rosette  and  $50 

Purple  Rosette 

Rosette 

Rosette 

Rosette 

Rosette 

Rosette 

Medallion  and  Rosette 
Rosette 


Society  Awards  -  Design  Division  Amateur  and  Commercial 


Best  Design  Silver  and  Tri-Color  Rosette 

2nd  Best  Design  Rosette 

Sweepstakes  in  Design  Medallion  and  Rosette 

Sweepstakes  Runner-Up  in  Design  Rosette 


Society  Awards  -  Commercial  Specimen  Plants 


Best  African  Violet 

Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Standards 

2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Standards 

Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Minis  or  Semiminis 

2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Minis  or  Semiminis 

Best  New  Cultivar 


Silver,  Blue  Rosette,  and  $50 

Gold  Rosette  and  $50 

Purple  Rosette 

Gold  Rosette  and  $50 

Purple  Rosette 

$50 


Best  Display  Tdble 
2nd  Best  Display  Tdble 
3rd  Best  Display  Idble 
4th  Best  Display  Thble 
Best  African  Violet 
Best  New  Cultivar 
2nd  Best  New  Cultivar 
3rd  Best  New  Cultivar 


Society  Awards  -  Commercial  Display  Tdbles 

Silver,  Blue  Rosette,  and  $100 
Silver,  Red  Rosette,  and  $75 
Silver,  White  Rosette,  and  $50 
Honorable  Mention  Rosette  and  $25 
Rosette  and  $50 
Blue  Rosette  and  $50 
Red  Rosette 
White  Rosette 


Best  New  Cultivar  from 

display  tables  or  specimen  plants  Plaque 


Best  Yearbook 
2nd  Best  Yearbook 
3rd  Best  Yearbook 
4  th  Best  Yearbook 


Best  Newsletter 
2nd  Best  Newsletter 


Society  Awards  -  Affiliate  Yearbooks 

Blue  Rosette  and  $50 
Red  Rosette  and  $35 
White  Rosette  and  $25 
Lavender  Rosette  and  $10 

Society  Awards  --  Affiliate  Newsletters 

(sixteen  pages  or  less) 

Blue  Rosette  and  $50 
Red  Rosette  and  $25 
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Society  Awards  -  Affiliate  Magazines 

(more  than  sixteen  pages) 

Best  Magazine  Blue  Rosette  and  $50 

2nd  Best  Magazine  Red  Rosette  and  $25 


Special  Awards  -  Amateur  Division 


Specified  Awards  -  Amateur  Division 

Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Standards 

$25 

Donated  by 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council 

2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Standards 

$25 

West  County  AVC,  St.  Louis 

Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Minis  or  Semiminis 

$25 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council 

2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Minis  or  Semiminis 

$25 

West  County  AVC,  St.  Louis 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection 

$300  &  Rosette 

Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection 

$200  &  Rosette 

Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection 

$100  &  Rosette 

Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

Best  in  Show 

$50 

Hortense  &  J.R.  Pittman 

Best  in  Show 

$50 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council 

2nd  Best  in  Show 

$50 

West  County  AVC,  St.  Louis 

3rd  Best  in  Show 

$25 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 

Best  Semiminiature 

$25 

Mid- America  AVS 

Best  Miniature 

$25 

St.  Louis  AV  Judges’  Council 

Best  Trailer 

$25 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 

Best  Variegated  African  Violet 

$25  &  Rosette 

Saintpaulia  Society  of  Santa  Fe 

Best  Species 

$50 

Cape  Cod  Violetry 

Best  Species 

Rosette 

AVS  of  Western  New  York 

Best  New  Cultivar 

$25 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 

Best  Other  Gesneriad 

$25 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 

Sweepstakes  in  Horticulture 

$25 

West  County  AVC,  St.  Louis 

Sweepstakes  Runner-up  in  Horticulture 

$25 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 

Sweepstakes  in  Standards 

$25 

Unpredictable’s  AVS 

Specific  Variety  Awards  -  Amateur  Division 

Everdina 

$10 

Donated  by 

Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn 

Granger’s  Chari 

$25 

Granger  Gardens 

Granger’s  Fantasy  Lace 

$25 

Granger  Gardens 

Harbor  Blue 

$10 

Paumanok  AVS 

Little  |im 

$25 

Ovella  Ruth  Hall 

Mickey  Mouse 

$10 

Fannie  &  Elmer  Hall  Memorial  Award 
Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn 

Persian  Velvet 

$25 

Ovella  Ruth  Hall 

Precious  Pink 

$25 

Fannie  &  Elmer  Hall  Memorial  Award 
Hortense  &  J.R.  Pittman 

Pride  of  Columbus 

$10 

Alice  Grundy 

Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy 

$25  &  Rosette 

Ralph  Robinson 

Sundown  Trail 

$10 

Magic  Knight  AVS 

Sundown  lYail 

$25 

Hortense  &  J.R.  Pittman 

$100  Donated  by 
Lone  Star  AV  Council 

$50  Donated  by 
AVS  of  Minnesota 
Tdmpa  AVS 

$40  Donated  by 
Joan  Halford 
L.T.  &  Yvonne  Ozio 


Other  Awards  ^ 

$30  Donated  by 
Nancy  Amelung 

$25  Donated  By 
Albuquerque  AV  Club 
Alpha  AVS  of  Dallas 
AV  Judges  Council  of 
Southern  California 
AVS  of  San  Francisco 
AV  Study  Club  of  Houston 


Amateur  Division 

Bay  Area  Gesneriad  Society 
Central  Texas  Judges  Council 
Columbus  AVS 
Marilyn  Evensen 
First  AVS  of  Dallas 
First  AVS  of  Denton 
First  Nighter  AVS  of  Dallas 
Bill  &  Paula  Foster 
Roy  Hall 
Sue  Hill 


Keefer’s  Sporting  Foot 
Lakeshore  AVS  of  Toronto 
Memphis  AVS 
Ardath  Miller 
NASA  Area  AVS 
North  Star  AV  Council 
North  Texas  AV  Council 
Northern  California 
Council  of  AVS 
Pat’s  Pets 
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Pied  Pipers  AV  Club,  St.  Louis 

Thousand  Oaks  AVS 

Fort  Worth  AVS 

Gene  Loveland 

Pikes  Peak  AVS 

Union  County  AVS 

Virginia  Hamilton 

Normandy  AVC,  St.  Louis 

Spring  Branch  AV  Club 

Marion  Hamtil 

Northwest  County  AVC, 

Tidewater  AVS 

$15  Donated  By 

Susan  Hapner  & 

St.  Louis 

Tristate  AV  Council 

Jim  &  Linda  Golubski 

Malinda  Westerlund 

Pittsburgh  VS 

Meredith  Hall 

Hi  Hopes  AVC,  St.  Louis 

Leonard  &  Elaine  Re 

$20  Donated  By 

Le  Chateau  AVC,  St.  Louis 

Inner  City  AVS,  St.  Louis 

Jo  Schindler 

Amethyst  AV  Club,  St.  Louis 

Joyan  Jackson 

Mary  Ann  Switzer 

Carolyn  Burr 

$10  Donated  By 

Gladys  Jones 

Libby  Watkins 

Carroll  Gealy 

AVC  of  Greater  Kansas  City 

Vickie  Jones 

Webster  Groves  Police 

Milwaukee  AVS 

Helen  Blanton 

Judy’s  Violets 

Officers  Association 

Jane  Rexilius 

Mildred  Borsch 

Louise  &  J.D.  Kelley 

Webster  Groves  Violet  Friends 

Pat  Richards 

La  Vera  Eaklor 

Margaret  Kline 

Wisconsin  Council  of  AV  Clubs 

Fred  Roth 

Margartet  Easches 

First  Austin  AVS 

Gertrude  Koch 

Ginger  Kuenneke 

Wilma  Wolverton 

Special  Awards  ~  Design  Division 


Specified  Awards  -  Design  Division 

Donated  by 

Best  in  Design 

$50 

West  County  AVC,  St.  Louis 

2nd  Best  in  Design 

$25 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 

Sweepstakes  in  Design 

$25 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council 

Sweepstakes  Runner-up  in  Design 

$25 

West  County  AVC,  St.  Louis 

Best  Container  Garden 

$25 

Fran  Russom 

Best  Interpretive  Plant  Arrangement 

$25 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 

Best  Interpretive  Flower  Arrangement 

$25 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 

Special  Awards  -  Commercial  Division 


Specified  Awards  -  Commercial  Specimen  Plants 

Donated  by 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection 

$300 

Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection 

$200 

Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection 

$100 

Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

2nd  Best  African  Violet 

$25 

Aca’s  Violet-Tree 

Specified  Awards  -  Commercial  Display  Tables 


Donated  by 


Best  Display  Tfible 

$300 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council 

2nd  Best  Commercial  Display  Tfible 

$200 

St.  Louis  AV  Judges’  Council 

3rd  Best  Commercial  Display  Tfible 

$50 

Gateway  AV  Club 

3rd  Best  Commercial  Display  Tfible 

$50 

Missouri  Valley  AV  Council 

Best  Horticultural  Perfection 

Silver  Tray 

New  York  State  AVS 

Tlnari  Greenhouses  Membership  Award 

A  special  award  of  $50,  donated  by  Tlnari  Greenhouses,  will  be  presented  at  the  1995  St.  Louis  Convention  to  any  individual,  club, 
or  affiliate  obtaining  25  or  more  new  AVSA  members  during  1994. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  award,  send  a  complete  list  of  names  and  addresses  of  the  new  members  to  Esther  Edwards  Wells,  AVSA 
Awards  Chairman,  948  Fair  Oaks  Court,  Liberty,  MO  64068,  by  January  31,  1995. 
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VIOLET  F=OOD 
14-12-14s^— 
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QPTIMARA© 
PLANT  FOOD 
20-5-10 


OPTIMARA* 


quarts 


dPTlWARA 


OPTI M  AR  A 


African  Violets  and  Plantcare  Products 


To  purchase  or  receive  information  on  the  entire  Optimara  line  of  African  Violets 
and  Plantcare  Products,  contact  one  of  these  AVSA-supporting  Distributors: 


Big  Sky  Violets 

10678  Schoolhouse  Lane 
Moiese,  MT  59824 
406/644-2296 

Cape  Cod  Violetry 

28  Minot  Street 
Falmouth,  MA  02540 
508/548-2798 


Pleasant  Hill  African  Violets 

Route  1 ,  Box  73 
Brenham,  TX  77833 
409/836-9736 

Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

RO.  Box  78398 
Nashville,  TN  37207-8398 


Tinari  Greenhouses 

2325  Valley  Road 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006 
215/947-0144 

Violets  By  Appointment 

45  Third  Street 
W.  Sayville,  NY  11796 
516/589-2724 


Innis  Violets 

8  Maddison  Lane 
Lynnfield,  MA  01940 
617/334-6679 


Teas  Nursery 

RO.  Box  1603 
Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 
713/664-4400 


The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway 
Englewood,  CO  80110 
303/761-1770 


Optimara  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Hermann  Hoitkamp,  K.G.,  Germany.  Holtkamp  Greenhouses  USA,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37207 


‘'/OlET^ 


Room  Sharing 

St.  Louis,  MO  Convention  •  May  22-27, 1995 


Is  room  sharing Jor you? 

Room  sharing  has  become  very  successful. 

Are  you  interested  in  making  your  expenses  less  by  sharing  a  room  with  someone? 

We  offer  this  service  to  anyone  interested. 


N  ame/Last _ 

Address/Street _ 

City _ State _ 

$92.00  -  Single/Double  $105.00  -  Tlriple 

Non-Smoker _  Smoker _ 

Age _ Under  25  _ 26-50 

Arrival  date _ 

Any  other  considerations: 


_  First _ Middle  Initial 

_ Apt.  #  _ 

Zip _ Phone  ( _ ) _ 

$  1 1 2.00  -  Quad  PLUS  14. 1  %  TAX 

No  Preference _ 

_____  51  and  over 

Departure  Date  _ 


When  you  have  considered  your  plans  and  wish  to  share  a  sleeping  room  with  someone,  PLEASE  contact 
Ruth  immediately. 

All  requests  must  be  made  by  April  22,  1995,  so  we  may  contact  all  interested  “violet  friends"  and  meet  the 
deadline  for  hotel  reservations  which  is  April  30,  1995. 

Please  send  requests  to:  Ruth  E.  Warren,  P.  0.  Box  3664,  Fall  River,  MA  02722,  (508)  679-1189. 


Hosts  -  Hostesses 


If  you  would  like  to  help  at  the  convention  in  St.  Louis  by  serving  as  a  host  or  hostess  in 
the  show  room,  please  send  the  information  listed  below,  by  April  15,  1995  to: 

Mr.  Earl  Jackson,  710  East  41st,  Kansas  City,  MO  64110,  (816)  753  1595 


Name 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

Phone  ( 

African  Violet  SoaETV  of  America 

1-800-770-AVSA 


26  African  Violet  Magazine 


January  •  February  1995 


Meet  the  Speakers 


FRIDAY,  MAY  26,  1995 
Presentation  I  9:30  am  to  11:00  am 

St.  Louis  is  known  as  the  “Gateway  to  the  West”,  but  this  year  it  will  be  known 
as  “Gateway  to  Pest  Control”.  Once  again,  Dr.  Charles  Cole,  an  entomologist 
from  Texas  A  &  M  University,  will  teach  us  how  to  identify  and  treat  pests.  Dr. 
Cole  will  also  be  available  for  free  “consultations”  throughout  the  last  two  days 
of  the  convention.  He  will  also  autograph  his  book  “Insect  and  Mite  Pests  of 
African  Violets”  which  he  donated  to  A.V.S.A.  last  year.  It  can  be  purchased 
from  the  A.V.S.A.  office  in  Beaumont,  Texas,  and  it  will  be  sold  at  the  AVSA 
information  and  sales  table  at  convention  again  this  year. 


Presentation  II  9:30  am  to  11:00  am 

Missouri  is  the  “Show  Me”  state  so  Linda  Golubski,  of 
Blue  Springs,  Missouri,  will  “Show  Us”  how  to  grow 
gesneriads,  with  emphasis  on  streps  and  sinningias. 
Linda  is  an  avid  grower  of  sinningias  with  150 
different  varieties  (about  400  plants) .  She  also  grows 
approximately  30  different  varieties  of  streptocarpus. 
She  has  won  top  awards  at  the  local,  state,  and 
council  levels  for  her  gesneriads.  Linda  began  her  3 
year  term  as  an  A.V.S.A.  director  last  year. 

Presentation  III  1:00  pm  to  2:30  pm 

“Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  and  We’ll  Grow  for  Show”  will 
be  presented  by  Richard  Nicholas  of  Evansville, 
Indiana.  Richard  says,  “I  will  give  you  a  little  bit 
about  basic  culture  and  more  than  a  little  bit  about 
techniques  for  the  development  of  show  plants.”  The 
growing  system  Richard  will  describe,  “a  modified 
Texas  style,”  has  led  him  to  eight  (8)  best  of  show 
awards  and  six  (6)  best  A.V.S.A.  Collection  Awards. 
Richard  will  provide  “door  prizes”. 

Presentation  IV  1:00  pm  to  2:30  pm 

The  St.  Louis  Arch  is  called  a  “Design  Wonder”.  Ethel 
Campbell  of  Rogersville,  Missouri,  will  show  us  how 
to  create  our  own  “Design  Wonder”.  Ethel  is  an 
experienced  designer  and  A.V.S.A.  ludge,  specializing 
in  design.  She  also  writes  articles  on  design  for 
publications  and  has  written  many  design  schedules. 
She  served  as  the  Design  Chairperson  for  the  Kansas 
City  Convention  in  1989. 

Presentation  V  3:00  pm  to  4:30  pm 
Pat  Richards  of  Olathe,  Kansas,  will  delight  us  with 
her  “Jewel  Box  of  Tiny  Treasures”.  Pat  has  won  many 
awards  on  the  local,  state,  regional  and  national 
levels  for  her  “Tiny  Treasures”.  Last  year,  in  Denver, 
Pat  won  sweepstakes  in  Amateur  Horticulture  with 


65  blue  ribbons,  second  Best  in  Show,  Best  Miniature, 
Best  Standard,  second  Best  Pittman  Standard  and 
Second  Best  Pittman  Collection. 

Presentation  VI  3:00  pm  to  4:30  pm 

“Judging  Under  the  Arch”  by  Jackie  Jones  of  Durant, 
Iowa,  is  not  just  for  judges.  Jackie  will  teach  us  how 
to  please  the  judges  with  our  designs.  Then  she  will 
show  us  the  judging  practices  to  determine  the  proper 
award.  Jackie  is  an  A.V.S.A.  senior  judge  and  teacher, 
an  accredited  judge  with  the  National  Council  of 
Garden  Clubs  and  an  AGGS  student  judge.  She  has 
been  the  proud  winner  of  many  Best  in  Design 
Awards.  Jackie  began  her  3  year  term  as  an  A.V.S.A. 
director  last  year. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  27,  1995 

Presentation  VII  9:15  am  to  10:30  am 

This  year.  Dr.  Charles  Cole  will  be  showing  us  how  to 
take  that  “Perfect  Picture”.  If  you  have  ever  seen  his 
slide  program  on  pests  and  wondered  “how’d  he  do 
that”,  now’s  your  chance  to  find  out.  Learn  how  to 
photograph  your  plants  and  blossoms  to  capture  the 
true  color  and  setting. 

Presentation  VIII  9:15  am  to  10:30  am 

Repeat  of  presentation  III  “Meet  me  in  St.  Louis  and 
We’ll  Grow  for  Show”  by  Richard  Nicholas. 

Presentation  IX  11:00  am  to  12:30  pm 

Beginners  Forum  is  Not  Just  for  Beginners.  This 
forum  has  become  one  of  our  most  popular  events. 
Mary  Boland  will  moderate  again  this  year.  Dr. 
Charles  Cole,  Anne  Tinari  and  Sidney  Sorano  will 
make-up  the  rest  of  the  panel  to  answer  our  questions 
on  horticulture,  pests,  show  plants,  minis  and  maybe 
a  little  hybridizing. 
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Colorado 
Ski  Country 

Best  Arrangement 
in  Class 
1994  AVSA 
National  Show 

Entered  bj: 

Margaret  Schmierer 


_ _ 

f  -  K  >’  s 


1995  AVSA  Convention 
St.  Louis 


Victorian  Hat  Gontest  for 
Ladij^  and  Qentlmm 


At  the  1995  AVSA  convention  in  St.  Louis,  our  Friday 
night  banquet  will  have  a  Victorian  theme,  celebrating  St. 
Louis’  hosting  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  also 
known  as  the  1 904  World’s  Fair. 

As  part  of  our  Friday  night  festivities,  we  will  be  holding  an  informal 
“Victorian  Hat  Contest.”  We  want  you  to  start  thinking  now  about  the  stunning 
creation  you  will  be  decorating  to  wear  to  Friday’s  dinner.  A  trip  to  the  public 
library  may  be  in  order.  Many  books  can  be  found  there  to  inspire  you.  Boote 
on  historical  fashions,  the  1904  World’s  Fair,  or  reproduction  Sears  Roebuck 
catalogs  all  have  illustrations  of  ladies’  and  gentlemen’s  fashions. 

We  promise  you  will  have  lots  of  fun.  We  plan  to  award 
prizes  for  the  most  eye-catching  headgear  in  the  following 
categories:  prettiest/most  handsome,  most  original, 
travelled  the  farthest,  best  conforms  to  Victorian  theme, 
most  outlandish,  most  colorful,  and  largest. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  your  millinery  tribute  to  the 
Victorian  era.  Meet  us  in  St.  Louis! 


ST.  LOUIS: 


Some  Hel^l  Facts 


Airport:  Easily  reached  from  downtown, 
Lambert-St.  Louis  International  Airport 
is  on  1-70  on  the  northwestern  section 
of  the  metro  area.  General  cost  for  shut¬ 
tle  service  is  $8.00  to  $10.00  one  way 
and  $14.00  to  $16.00  roundtrip.  Taxi 
fare  will  be  about  $20.00  one  way. 

Bus  and  Train:  St.  Louis  is  served  by 
Greyhound  Lines  Inc.  with  a  bus 
terminal  at  1450  N.13th  St. 

The  Amtrak  Station  is  located  at 
550  S.  16th  Street. 

Taxis:  All  cabs  in  St.  Louis  are  on  the 


meter  system.  The  basic  fare  is 
approximately  $3.00  for  the  first  mile 
and  $.10  for  each  additional  one-tenth 
of  a  mile.  There  is  at  least  a  $.50 
charge  for  each  additional  passenger. 

Public  Transportation:  The  Bi-State  Ifan- 
sit  (bus)  routes  throughout  the  St.  Louis 
Metro  area.  The  basic  fare  is  $1.00. 

The  area’s  light  rail  subway, 
Metro-Link,  runs  from  East  St.  Louis, 
III,  to  Lambert-St-Louis  International 
Airport.  Trains  run  everyday  from  5:30 
a.m.  to  12:30  a.m.  and  the  fare  is  $1.00. 
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JANUARY  28  -  LOUISIANA 

Sundowner  AVS  of  Baton  Rouge 
Workshop:  Working  Growing  &  Showing  African  Violets 
Goodwood  Library,  7711  Goodwood  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge 
Jan.  28,  2pm  -  4pm 

For  information:  Mamie  McFarland  (504)  923-3337 

FEBRUARY  10  &  11  -  LOUISIANA 

Top  Choice  AVS  of  Shreveport,Valentine  Sale/Display 
Pierre  Bossier  Mall,  Bossier  City. 

Feb.  10,  9am  -  6pm,  Feb.  11,  9am  -  4pm. 

For  information:  Vivian  Kennedy,  (318)  687-0127 

FEBRUARY  10  &  11  -  ILLINOIS 

African  Violet  Fanciers,  Sale/Display 

Colonial  Village  Mall,  Alpine  and  Newburg,  Rockford,  IL 

Feb.  10,  10am-7pm,  Feb.  11,  sold  out. 

For  information:  Florise  Hogan  (815)397-2000 

FEBRUARY  10,  11,  &  12  -  FLORIDA 

Upper  Pinellas  AVS  37th  Annual  Judged  Show 
Clearwater  Mall,  US  19  and  Rt.  60,  Clearwater 
Feb.  10,  Plant  Sale  10am  -  9pm, 

Feb.  11,  Show  lpm-9pm,  Feb.  12  Show  12pm  -  5pm 
For  Information:  Mollie  Howell  (813)  797-2328 

FEBRUARY  24,  25,  &  26  -  FLORIDA 
Thmpa  AVS,  20th  Annual  Judged  Show  and  Sale 
Eastlake  Square  Mall,  5701  E.  Hillsborough  Ave., 

Thmpa  Feb.  24,  10am  -  9pm,  Feb.  25,  10am  -  9pm, 

Feb.  26,  12pm  -  5pm. 

For  more  information:  Walter  Spangler  (813)  345-8295 

FEBRUARY  25  &  26  -  TEXAS 

Corpus  Christi  AVS  Annual  Show  “Violets  on  the  Wing” 
Corpus  Christi  Garden  Center 
10am  -  6pm,  Feb.  25 
12  -  5pm,  Feb.  26 

For  information:  Lee  Lorenz  (512)  853-5765 

MARCH  2,  3,  4  &  5  -  NEW  YORK 

1 995  New  York  Flower  Show 
Passenger  Ship  Terminal,  Pier  90  &  Pier  92 
New  York  City,  Westside 

March  2-4,  10am  -  9pm,  March  5,  10am  -  6pm 
For  Information:  Carol  Ross  (914)  421-3299 


MARCH  3  &  4  -  TEXAS 

Spring  Branch  AVS,  1 7th  Annual  Show  and  Sale, 

Fair  Haven  United  Methodist  Church, 

1330  Gessner  at  Long  Point,  Houston 

Mar.  3,  2pm  -  6pm,  Mar.  4,  10am  -  4:30pm 

For  information:  Suzanne  Altenburg  (713)  683-7253 

MARCH  3  &  4  -  FLORIDA 

AVS  of  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Annual  Show/Sale 
Santa  Rosa  Mall,  Mary  Esther,  FL. 

For  information:  Betty  Harrison  (904)  863-2329  or 
Marcella  Wright  (904)  678-6902 

MARCH  3,  4,  5  &  6  -  FLORIDA 
Gulf  AV  Club,  Show/Sale,  Metro  Mall, 

2855  Colonial  Blvd.  Fort  Myers,  FL. 

For  information:  Lillian  Scott  (813)  542-9193 

MARCH  4  &  5  -  ALABAMA 

Capital  City  AVS,  Annual  Show/Sale, 

Southern  Homes  and  Gardens, 

Highway  231,  Montgomery,  AL 
Mar.  4,  2pm  -  5pm,  Mar.  5, 1pm  -  5pm 
For  information:  Myrt  Sisler  272-9106 

MARCH  9,  10,  11  -  TEXAS 
Alpha  AVS  of  Dallas,  Show/Sale 
Olla  Podrida  12215  Court,  Dallas 
Sale:  Mar.  9,  10am  -  9  pm 

Show:  Mar.  10,  12pm  -  6  pm;  Mar.  11,  10am  -  6pm 
For  information:  (214)  278-0389 

MARCH  10  &  11  -  LOUISIANA 

Top  Choice  AVS,  Annual  Show/Sale,  Pierremont  Mall, 

4801  Line  Ave.,  Shreveport 

Mar.  10,  2pm  -  7pm,  Mar.  11,  9am  -  3pm. 

For  Information:  Vivian  Kennedy  (318)  687-0127 

MARCH  10  &  11  -  OREGON 

Portland  AVS,  43rd  Annual  Judged  Plant  Show/Sale, 
Thbor  Heights  Methodist  Church  Annex, 

6161  SE  Stark,  Portland 
March  10  &  1 1, 1pm  -  7pm, 

For  information:  Charlotte  Smith  (503)  771-5762 
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MARCH  11  &  12  ”  CALIFORNIA 

South  Coast  AVS  of  Redondo  Beach,  Show/Sale, 

South  Coast  Botanic  Garden,  26300  Crenshaw  Blvd., 
Palos  Verdea  Peninsula. 

Mar.  11,  11am  -  5pm,  Mar.  12,  9:30am  -  4pm. 

For  information:  Ralph  Breden  (310)  373-5697 

MARCH  11  &  12  -  FLORIDA 

AVS  of  Pensacola,  Show/Sale, 

Bayview  Community  Center, 

19th  Ave.  and  Lloyd  St.,  Pensacola. 

Mar.  11,  2pm  -  6pm,  Mar.  12,  12pm  -  5pm. 

For  information:  Jan  Kurtz  (904)  932-8093, 

Joseph  Watts  (904)  478-3751 

MARCH  11  &  12  -  LOUISIANA 
Atchafalaya  Violet  Society,  Show/Sale, 

Municipal  Auditorium  on  Myrtle  St.,  Morgan  City,  LA 
Mar.  11,  2pm  -  6pm,  Mar.  12,  1  lam  -  4pm 

MARCH  17  &  18  -  ILLINOIS 

AV  Fanciers,  Inc.,  Sale/  Display, 

North  Towne  Mall,  North  Main  and  Riverside, 

Rockford,  IL.  Mar.  17,  10am  -  7pm,  Saturday-Sold  Out. 
For  information:  Florise  Hogan  (815)  397-2000 

MARCH  18  &  19  -  ILLINOIS 

AVS  of  Northern  Illinois,  Annual  Show/Sale, 

Friendship  Park  Conservatory, 

395  Algonquin  Rd.,  DesPlaines,  IL, 

March  18  &  19,  1  lam  -  3pm. 

For  information:  (708)  457-0661 


MARCH  23,  24  &  25  -  TEXAS 
1st  AVS  of  Dallas,  41st  Annual  Show/Sale, 
Richardson  Square  Mall,  Plano  &  Beltline, 
Richardson,  TX.  Sale:  Mar.  23,  10am  -  9pm, 

Show:  Mar.  24,  12pm  -  9pm,  Mar.  25,  10am  -  9  pm. 
For  more  information:  (214)  278  -  0389 


MARCH  24  &  25  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Union  County  Chapter’s  41st  Show/Sale, 

All  Saints  Episcopal  Church, 

559  Park  Ave.,  Scotch  Plains,  N.J., 

Mar.  24,  6pm  -  9pm,  Mar.  25,  10am  -  4pm. 

For  information:  Marion  Mossberg  (908)  381-9443 


MARCH  25  &  26  -  CALIFORNIA 

San  Mateo  County  AVS,  26th  Annual  Show/Sale, 

Ampex  Cafeteria, 

411  Broadway,  Redwood  City,  CA., 

Mar.,  25,  2pm  -  5pm,  Mar.  26,  9am  -  3pm. 

For  information:  (415)  593-2998 


MARCH  25  &  26  -  OKLAHOMA 

AVS  of  Greater  Tulsa,  Annual  Show/Sale, 

Tulsa  Garden  Center,  2435  South  Peoria,  Tulsa. 
Mar.  25,  Show:  12pm  -5pm,  Sale:  1  lam  -  5pm, 
Mar.  26,  12pm  -  5pm. 

For  information:  (918)  627  -7395 


Send  Your  Choices 

FLOYD  LAWSON  •  1100  W  Huntington  Dr.,  #21  •  Arcadia,  CA  91007 


Every  year  our  best  growers  and  hybridizers  advise 
beginning,  and  even  experienced,  growers  to  check  the 
Best  Varieties  List  for  the  surest  and  most  consistent 
plants  to  add  to  their  collections.  The  advice  is  good, 
because  the  Best  Variety  List  is  the  compilation  of  those 
varieties  which  have  performed  across  the  nation,  in  the 
many  different  growing  conditions,  and  with  many 
different  approaches  to  growing.  The  Best  Variety  List  is 
YOUR  list  of  those  plants  which  have  done  the  best  for 
YOU. 

Here  is  your  opportunity  to  make  your  voice  heard. 
Which  are  your  favorites?  Which  would  you  encourage 
others  to  buy  and  grow? 


Between  now  and  April  1,  1995,  every  member  of 
AVS  A  should  take  time  to  sit  down  and  make  a  list  of  25 
of  your  favorite  plants.  We  would  like  to  have  every 
member’s  opinion.  The  lists  may  be  sent  singly,  or  as  a 
part  of  an  affiliate’s  summary. 

If  you  do  decide  to  make  only  one  list  for  the  club,  list 
all  plants  voted  on  and  how  many  votes  each  received. 

Also,  enclose  the  total  number  of  members  voting,  as 
well  as  the  name  of  the  affiliate. 

Please  send  your  list  to: 

Floyd  Lawson 

1 100  W.  Huntington  Dr.,  #21 

Arcadia,  CA  91007 
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Lavender  Frost 

Amateur  Best  Seedling 
National  AVSA  Show  1994 

Grown  by:  Nelly  Levine 
Photo  Credit:  Joel  Silverman 
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AVSA  Convention  Show  Schedule 


“MEET  ME  IN  ST.  LOUIS” 

May  1995 

Horticulture  Division  -  Amateur 


Section  I  -  Collections 

Class  1.  AVSA  Collection  of  three  different  registered 
standard  varieties  all  of  the  same  type  (three  single 
crown  or  three  trailers)  or  three  different  species, 
regardless  of  type. 

1  a.  AVSA  Collection  of  three  different  reg¬ 
istered  varieties  of  the  same  t3T)e  (three  single 
crown  miniatures,  three  miniature  trailers,  three  sin¬ 
gle  crown  semiminiatures,  or  three  semiminiature 
trailers). 

2.  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection  of  three  reg¬ 
istered  Optimara®  and/or  Rhapsodic®  plants,  all  of 
the  same  type:  standard,  miniature,  or  semiminia- 
ture. 

Section  II  >  Standard  Plants,  any  type  blossom, 
green  foliage 

3.  Dark  blue  and  purple 

4.  Light  to  medium  blue 

5.  Light  to  medium  pink 

6.  Dark  pink,  rose,  and  coral 

7.  Red,  wine,  fuchsia,  and  plum 

8.  Lavender,  mauve,  and  orchid 

9.  White,  cream,  and  blush 

10.  TWo-tone  and  multicolor  (all  shades  of  blue 
and  purple) 

11.  TWo-tone  and  multicolor  (all  shades  of  pink, 
red,  and  yellow) 

12.  Fantasy  and  all  edged 

13.  Chimera 

Section  III  -  Standard  Plants,  any  type  blos¬ 
som,  variegated  foliage 

14.  Blue,  purple,  lavender,  and  orchid 

15.  Pink,  red,  fuchsia,  coral,  and  wine 

16.  White,  cream,  and  blush 

17.  TWo-tone,  multicolor 

18.  Fantasy  and  all  edged 

19.  Chimera 

Section  IV  -  Miniature  Plants,  any  type  blossom 

20.  Purple  and  £dl  shades  of  blue 

21.  Pink,  coral,  red,  emd  fuchsia 

22.  Orchid  and  lavender 

23.  White  and  blush 

24.  TWo-tone,  multicolor,  chimera,  and  all 

edged 

25.  Fantasy 

26.  Purple  and  all  shades  of  blue,  variegated 


foliage 

27.  Pink,  coral,  red,  fuchsia,  variegated  foliage 

28.  Orchid,  lavender,  white,  and  blush,  validated 
foliage 

29.  TWo-tone,  multicolor,  chimera,  and  all 
edged,  variegated  foliage 

30.  Femtasy,  variegated  foliage 

Section  V  -  Seminiature  Plants,  any  type  blossom 

31.  Purple  and  all  shades  of  blue 

32.  Pink,  coral,  red,  and  fuchsia 

33.  Orchid  and  lavender 

34.  White  and  blush 

35.  TWo-tone,  multicolor,  chimera,  and  all 

edged 

36.  Fantasy 

37.  Purple  and  all  shades  of  blue,  variegated 
foliage 

38.  Pink,  coral,  red,  and  fuchsia,  variegated 
foliage 

39.  Orchid,  lavender,  white,  and  blush,  variegated 
foliage 

40.  TWo-tone  multicolor,  chimera,  and  all 
edged,  variegated  foliage 

41.  Fantasy,  variegated  foliage 

Section  VI  -  Trailers  and  Species,  any  type  blos¬ 
som,  any  foliage 

42.  Standard  trailers 

43.  Miniature  trailers 

44.  Semiminiature  trailers 

45.  Saintpaulia  species  and  natural  hybrids 
Section  VII  -  New  Cultivars 

46.  Seedlings 

47.  Sports  or  mutants 

Section  VIII  -  African  Violet  Plants  in  Unusual 
Container 

48.  One  African  violet  plant,  either  standard, 
miniature  or  semiminiature  in  container 

49.  One  African  violet  trailer  in  container 

Section  IX  -  Gesneriads  Other  Than  African 
Violets 

50.  Miniatures  (may  be  displayed  in  regular 
pots  or  growing  in  clear  container,  cover  permitted) 

51.  Tuberous-rooted 

52.  Scaly-rhizomed 

53.  Fibrous-rooted 

54.  Gesneriads  grown  for  ornamental  foliage 
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DESIGN  DIVISION 


Section  X  -  Container  Gardens 

Each  entry  is  a  miniature  garden  with  one  or 
more  blooming  African  violet  plants  and  other 
growing  plants.  All  plants  must  be  planted  in  the  con¬ 
tainer;  no  cut  plant  material  permitted;  accessories 
are  optional.  An  unlimited  number  of  entries  is 
allowed,  but  only  one  entry  per  class,  per  exhibitor. 

55.  “Meet  Me  at  Forest  Park”  -  Site  of  the  1904 
World’s  Fair  is  now  a  1300  acre  city  park  contain¬ 
ing  many  recreational  and  entertainment  attractions. 
A  miniature  railroad  provides  transportation  thru 
the  zoo.  This  dish  garden  is  limited  to  overall 
dimensions  not  to  exceed  20". 

56.  “Meet  Me  at  Busch  Wildlife”  -  This  game 
preserve  has  fishing  and  controlled  hunting  of  deer 
and  turkey.  This  garden  should  be  formed  in  a  nat- 
mal  container  such  as  driftwood,  rock,  etc.  with  over¬ 
all  dimensions  not  to  exceed  20". 

57.  “Meet  Me  at  the  Climatron”  -  The  Climatron 
is  a  geodesic  domed  greenhouse  that  houses  a 
tropical  rain  forest  with  waterfalls  and  rocky  cliffs, 
an  aquarium,  as  well  as  educational  exhibits.  This 
terrarium  should  not  exceed  30".  No  mirrored 
terrariums  permitted. 

Section  XI.  -  Interpretive  Plant  Arrangements 

All  entries  in  this  section  must  consist  of  one 
or  more  Afiican  violet  plants,  removed  from  their  pots, 
and  used  in  a  design.  Fresh  cut,  dried,  treated, 
painted,  and  colored  plant  material,  or  any  man  made 
material  is  permitted.  No  artificial  plant  material  per¬ 
mitted.  Accessories,  bases,  backdrops  and/or  drap¬ 
ing  are  optional.  Entries  are  to  be  staged  in  white 
niches.  Each  class  is  limited  to  6  entries. 

58.  “Meet  Me  at  the  Old  Cathedral”  -  St. 
Louis’  earliest  church,  built  in  1834  is  now  a 
National  Historic  Monument.  This  planting  should 
suggest  reverence  or  serenity.  Niche  is  28"  high  x 
24"  wide  x  20"  deep,  side  wing  is  15". 

59.  “Meet  Me  at  the  Soul£u:d  Market”  -  This 
open-air  farmer’s  market  features  fruits,  vegeta¬ 
bles,  plants,  flowers  and  many  specialty  items. 
Incorporate  fruits  and/or  vegetables  in  your  design. 
Niche  is  28"  high  x  24"  wide  x  20"  deep,  side  wing 
is  15". 

60.  “Meet  Me  at  the  Arch”  -  This  stainless  steel 
skinned  monument  marks  the  “Gateway  to  the 
West.”  A  tram  system  carries  visitors  to  the  obser¬ 
vation  room  at  the  top.  The  visitor  center  contains 
a  museum  depicting  the  westward  expansion  and 
a  theater.  Niche  is  22"  high  x  18"  wide  x  16"  deep, 
side  wing  is  12". 

61.  “Meet  Me  at  Union  Station”  -  Opened  in 
1894,  it  was  truly  a  busy  place.  Four  hundred  pas¬ 
senger  trains  arrived  and  departed  daily.  Today  it  is 


a  marketplace  of  shops,  restaurants,  entertain¬ 
ment  and  a  hotel.  Niche  is  22"  high  x  18"  wide  x  16" 
deep,  side  wing  is  12". 

62.  “Meet  Me  at  the  St.  Louis  Zoo”  -  Located 
in  Forest  Park  is  an  area  of  83  acres  with  more  than 
3400  animals  and  birds.  Niche  is  22"  high  x  18"  wide 
X  16"  deep,  side  wing  is  12". 

Section  XII  •  Interpretive  Flower 
Arrangements 

Each  entry  is  a  design  using  fresh  cut  African 
violet  blossoms.  Fresh  cut,  dried,  treated,  painted 
and  colored  plant  material,  or  any  man-made  mate¬ 
rial  is  peimitbed.  Artificial  plant  material  not  permitted. 
Accessories,  draping  and  bases  are  optional,  except 
where  stated.  Entries  are  to  be  staged  in  white 
niches  except  in  classes  63  and  71.  Each  class  is 
limited  to  6  entries. 

63.  “Meet  Me  on  the  Mississippi”  -  This 
under  water  arrangement  is  to  be  staged  on  the  open 
grid  top  of  a  14"  x  14"  lighted  black  box  provided 
by  host.  No  background  permitted. 

64.  “Meet  Me  at  the  Jewel  Box”  -  This  unique 
glass  floral  conservatory  houses  a  display  of  seasonal 
flowers  cmd  plants.  African  violets  are  “all  season” 
house  plants.  Use  your  favorite  blossoms  in  your 
airemgement.  Niche  is  10"  high  x  8"  wide  x  8" 
deep,  side  wing  is  4". 

65.  “Meet  Me  at  the  Eugene  Field  House”  -  The 
childhood  home  of  Eugene  Field  -  the  “Children’s 
Poet”,  is  now  a  children’s  museum  with  extensive 
collections  of  antique  toys  and  dolls.  Name  the 
title  of  the  particuleu:  Eugene  Field  writing  used  to 
illustrate  your  design  on  a  3  x  5  card.  Niche  is  10" 
high  X  8"  wide  x  8"  deep,  side  wing  is  4". 

66.  “Meet  Me  at  the  Ait  Museum”  -  The  fine 
arts  palace  of  the  1904  World’s  Fsiir  is  today  considered 
to  be  among  the  leading  art  museums  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  Niche  is  10"  high  x  8"  wide  x  8"  deep,  side  wing 
is  4". 

67.  “Meet  Me  at  the  Japanese  Garden”  - 
Located  in  the  Missouri  Botanical  Garden,  it  is 
the  largest  traditional  Japanese  Garden  in  North 
America.  Create  a  design  in  the  oriental  maimer.  Niche 
is  22"  high  x  18"  wide  x  16"  deep,  side  wing  is  12". 

68.  “Meet  Me  at  the  Laumeier  Sculpture 
Park”  -  This  art  park  presents  contemporary  sculp¬ 
tures  in  a  serene  setting.  A  man-made  or  natural  sculp¬ 
ture  may  be  used.  Niche  is  22"  high  x  18"  wide  x  16" 
deep,  side  wing  is  12". 

69.  “Meet  Me  at  the  Powell  S5mphony  Hall” 
-  The  St.  Louis  Symphony  Orchestra,  the  nation’s 
second  oldest  orchestra,  performs  nearly  200  con¬ 
certs  a  year,  mostly  in  Powell  Hall.  Niche  is  24"  high 
X  20"  wide  x  15"  deep,  side  wing  is  10". 
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70.  “Meet  Me  at  the  Planetarium”  -  A  part  of 
the  St.  Louis  Science  Center,  the  Planetarium  con¬ 
tains  astronomy  and  space  travel  displays.  The 
depths  of  space  and  mysteries  of  the  universe  are 
demonstrated.  Niche  is  24"  high  x  20"  wide  x  15" 
deep,  side  wing  is  10". 


71.  “Meet  Me  at  Lambert  Field”  -  Create  a  mobile 
to  illustrate  flight.  It  will  be  staged  in  a  frame  28" 
high  by  24"  wide,  provided  by  host.  Top  cross  b£u: 
will  have  a  hook  in  the  center.  Light  blue  common 
background  will  be  provided  by  host. 


SPECIAL  EXHIBITS  DIVISION 


Section  XIII  -  Education  Exhibit  74.  Newsletter  (16  pages  or  less) 

72.  Education  exhibit  (by  individual)  75.  Magazines  (more  than  16  pages) 

Section  XIV  -  Affiliate  Publications 

73.  Yearbooks  (once  a  year  publications) 

COMMERCIAL  HORTICULTURE  DIVISION 


Section  XV  -  Specimen  Plants 

A.  Collections 

76.  AVSA  Collections 

a.  Standard  Plants 

b.  Miniatures  emd  Semiminiatures 

77.  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collections 

B.  New  Cultivars  (from  seed  or  mutation) 

78.  Standard  African  Violets 

79.  Miniature  African  Violets 

80.  Semiminiature  African  Violets 

81.  African  Violet  Trailers  (standard,  minia¬ 
ture,  semiminiature) 

C.  Specimen  African  Violets 

Horticulture  Division  -  Ams 

1.  Only  amateur  AVSA  members  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  and  registered  at  this  convention  are  eligible  to 
enter  exhibits  in  this  division. 

2.  ENTRIES  will  be  accepted  on  Wednesday,  May 
24,  from  6:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  for  Convention 
Workers  onty  emd  on  Thursday,  May  25,  from  9:00 
a.m.  to  11:30  a.m.  and  12:30  to  6:00  p.m.  If  an 
entry  is  not  entered  by  the  owner,  the  name  of  the 
person  making  the  entry  must  be  on  the  back  of  the 
entry  tag. 

3.  Only  clean,  healthy  plants  which  have  been  in 
the  possession  of  the  exhibitor  for  at  least  three 
months  will  be  accepted. 

4.  Plants  must  be  correctly  named  or  they  will  be 
subject  to  correction  by  the  classification  com¬ 
mittee. 

5.  Double  potting,  fiared-top  pots,  supports,  and 
collars  will  not  be  accepted.  For  uniformity,  all 
pots  must  be  non-decorative  white.  DO  NOT  COVER 
POTS  IN  FOIL.  White  self-watering  pots,  such  as  Moist- 
Rite  and  Oyama  may  be  entered.  Slip  potting  is  to 
be  used  on  other  types  of  pots.  This  means  dropping 
the  pot  containing  the  plant  into  a  white  pot  of  the 
same,  or  just  a  fraction  larger  sized  pot.  It  is  rec¬ 
ommended  that  plastic  be  placed  in  the  bottom  of 
the  outer  pot  to  prevent  leakage  onto  the  table 


82.  Standard,  plain  green  foliage 

83.  Standard,  variegated  foliage 

84.  Miniatures,  plain  foliage 

85.  Miniatures,  variegated  foliage 

86.  Semiminiatures,  plain  foliage 

87.  Semiminiatures,  variegated  foliage 

88.  Trailers  (standard,  miniature,  semi¬ 
miniature) 

89.  Saintpaulia  species 

D.  Gesneriads 

90.  Display  Tables 

Section  XVI  -  Display  Tables 

91.  Display  tables 

iur  -  Rules  and  Regulations 

covering.  If  the  plant  is  growing  in  something  other 
than  a  white  pot,  consider  placing  white  tape  on  the 
lip  so  the  color  will  not  show  when  dropped  into  the 
white  pot.  This  must  be  worked  out  prior  to  entry. 
Tiy  different  pot  sizes  and  find  what  works  best  For 
example,  miniatirres  growing  in  a  2-1/8"  OS  Plastics 
terra  cotta  colored  pot  fit  nicely  into  a  white  2-1/4" 
white  Kord  pot  Exception:  trailers,  trailing  species, 
trailing  gesneraids,  and  gesneraids  in  protective  con¬ 
tainers  may  be  exhibited  in  the  containers  in  which 
they  are  growing. 

6.  An  exhibitor  may  enter  only  one  plant  of  each 
variety  in  classes  3  through  45. 

7.  An  exhibitor  may  enter  plants  of  the  same  vari¬ 
ety  in  classes  1,  2,  45,  48  and  49  as  those  in  class¬ 
es  3  through  45. 

8.  AU  plants  in  classes  1  through  49  must  be  sin¬ 
gle-crown  plants  except  trailers  and  some  species, 
which  may  be  multiple-crown.  S  Amazon  velutina, 
S.  Amazon  grotei,  S.  Sigi  Falls  and  S.  House  of 
Amani  will  be  accepted  in  Class  45. 

9.  Any  number  of  new  cultivars  may  be  entered 
provided  they  have  been  originated  by  the  exhibitor 
from  hybridization,  from  purchased  seed,  or  from 
mutation;  or  the  released  rights  in  writing  from  the 
hybridizer  have  been  given  to  the  exhibitor  for  pur- 
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chased  seedlings.  New  cultivars  may  be  entered  by 
number  or  name,  and  the  entry  tag  must  indicate 
whether  it  is  a  new  cultivar  from  seed  or  mutation. 
A  sport  (mutant)  may  be  exhibited  as  a  “Sport  of 

_ .”  If  a  name  has  been  given  to  the  sport, 

the  name  in  parenthesis  may  follow,  such  as  “Sport 
of  ‘Valence’  (‘Dale’s  Dream’).’’  New  cultivars  must  not 
have  been  previously  shown  in  an  AVSA  Convention 
Show. 

10.  Gesneriads  (other  than  African  violets)  may 
be  exhibited  in  protective  containers,  and  natural- 
colored  mulch  may  be  used  on  the  soil  surface. 

11.  Exhibits  will  be  judged  by  the  merit  method 
of  judging.  The  decision  of  the  judges  will  be  final 
unless  in  conflict  with  AVSA  rules  or  rules  of  the  sched¬ 
ule.  Only  qualified  AVSA  judges  will  be  permitted  to 
serve  as  judges. 


12.  Only  blue  ribbon  winners  will  be  eligible  to 
receive  special  awards. 

13.  Any  African  violet  entered  in  an  AVSA 
Collection,  Class  1  and  la,  receiving  a  blue  rib¬ 
bon,  will  be  eligible  for  other  awards. 

14.  All  African  violets  entered  in  the  Holtkamp 
Memorial  Collection,  Class  2,  must  be  AVSA  regis¬ 
tered  Optimara®  and/or  Rhapsodie®  plants  and  must 
be  different  plants  of  the  same  type. 

15.  Only  one  collection  may  be  entered  by  an 
exhibitor  in  each  class;  AVSA  Collection,  Class  1  and 
la,  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection,Class  2. 

16.  AVSA  will  afford  all  possible  protection  to 
exhibits,  but  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  damages 
or  losses. 

17.  Entries  must  be  checked  out  on  Saturday,  May 
27,  from  11:00  p.m.  until  1:00  a.m.,  Sunday,  May  28. 


Design  Division  -  Rules  and  Regulations 


1.  Both  amateur  and  commercial  AVSA  members 
in  good  standing  emd  registered  at  this  conven¬ 
tion  are  eligible  to  enter  exhibits  in  this  division. 

2.  ENTRIES  will  be  accepted  on  Wednesday,  May 

24,  from  6:00  to  9:00  p.m.  FOR  CONVENTION 
WORKERS  ONLY.  Entries  will  be  accepted  on 
Thursday,  May  25,  from  9:00  to  11:30  a.m.  and 
12:30  to  6:00  p.m.  MEMBERS  ON  TOUR  ONLY  may 
enter  on  Thursday,  May  25,  from  7:00  to  9:00  p.m. 
Design  entry  books  will  be  closed  on  Thiursday,  May 

25,  at  9:00  p.m. 

Each  exhibitor  may  have  only  one  entry  per 
class. 

Entries  in  classes  55, 56,  and  57  are  imlimited  but 
reservations  are  required. 

Entries  in  classes  58  through  71  are  limited  to  6 
entries  in  each  class.  Reservations  are  required. 

All  entries  must  be  the  creation  of  the  exhibitor, 
and  must  be  placed  by  the  exhibitor. 

Exhibitors  will  be  permitted  to  work  on  their 
designs  on  Thursday,  May  25,  until  10:00  p.m.. 
and  on  Friday,  May  26,  from  6:00  to  8:00  a.m.  for  final 
touchup  and  blossom  placement  ONLY.  All  exhibitors 
and  their  materials  must  be  out  of  the  show  room 
by  8:00  a.m.  Friday,  May  26. 

Design  entries  must  be  removed  from  the  show 
room  Saturday  night.  May  27.  All  design  entries  will 
be  checked  out  after  the  show  closes  but  before  1:00 
a.m. 

3.  The  American  flag  (or  facsimile),  artificial 
plant  materials,  and  live  creatures  may  not  be  used 
in  cmy  design  exhibit. 

4.  Dried,  treated,  weathered,  and  colored  plant  mate¬ 
rials  and  man-made  material  of  the  designer’s 


choice  may  be  used  (artificial  plant  material  prohibited) 
in  all  classes  except  in  classes  for  Container 
Gardens.  Accessories  and  bases  may  be  used  in  all 
classes.  Exception:  Bases  not  permitted  in  classes 
55,  56,  57,  63,  and  71. 

5.  Draping  or  backgrounds  may  be  used  in  all  class¬ 
es  except  Classes  55,56,  57,  63,  and  71. 

6.  No  part  of  a  design  may  touch  or  extend 
beyond  the  confines  of  the  niche  or  space  dimen¬ 
sions. 

7.  All  entries  must  have  a  white  3' x  5"  card 
listing  the  Afiican  violet  varieties  and  other  plant  mate¬ 
rials  (if  known)  used.  A  written  subtitle  defining  the 
exhibitor’s  interpretation  of  the  class  may  also  be 
included  on  the  cards,  especially  class  65. 

8.  Exhibits  will  be  judged  by  the  merit  method  of 
judging.  The  decisions  of  the  judges  will  be  final,  unless 
in  conflict  with  AVSA  rules  or  rules  of  the  schedule. 
Only  qualified  AVSA  judges  will  be  permitted  to  serve 
as  judges. 

9.  Only  blue  ribbons  winners  will  be  eligible  to 
receive  awards. 

10.  AVSA  will  afford  all  possible  protection  to 
exhibits,  but  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  damages 
or  losses. 

11.  Anyone  desiring  to  reserve  space  in  the 
design  division  must  send  a  reservation  blank  (reg¬ 
ular  mail,  please)  postmarked  no  sooner  than 
March  1, 1995,  and  sent  no  later  than  April  15, 1995, 
to:  Ema  Holt,  1128  E.  Linden,  St.  Louis,  MO  63117. 
No  telephone  reservations  will  be  accepted.  Exhibitors 
who  wish  to  cancel  reservations  must  write  to  Mrs. 
Holt  or  call  (314)  863-2661,  after  6:00  p.m. 
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special  Exhibits  Division  -  Rules  and  Regulations 


1.  Only  AVSA  affiliates  in  good  standing  are  eli¬ 
gible  to  enter  yearbooks,  newsletters,  and  magazines. 

2.  Yearbooks  must  be  mailed  to  Tti-State  Cotmcil, 
Gaiy  Thurman,  Chair,  2028  Old  York  Road,  Burlington, 
NJ  08016.  Three  copies  of  the  yearbook  must  be  in 
possession  of  the  judges  by  February  15,  1995. 


3.  Newsletters  and  magazines  must  be  mailed  to 
the  Wisconsin  Council,  Irene  Merrell,  Chair,  W  283 
Hillendale  Dr.,  Oconomowoc,  WI 53066  by  February 
15, 1995.  A  complete  club  year  of  the  issue  must  be 
included. 


Commercial  Horticulture  Division  -  Rules  and  Regulations 


1.  Only  commercial  AVSA  members  in  good 
standing  and  registered  at  this  convention  are  eli¬ 
gible  to  enter  either  the  Specimen  Plant  Section  or 
the  Display  Table  Section,  but  not  both. 

2.  For  dates  and  times  for  entering  exhibits, 
please  refer  to  rule  2  under  HORTICULTURE  DIVI¬ 
SION  AMATEUR. 

3.  All  plants  must  be  correctfy  named,  and  all  African 
violets  must  be  single  crown  plants,  except  trailers, 
some  species,  and  trailing  gesneriads. 

4.  In  the  Specimen  Plant  Section,  exhibitors 
may  enter  any  number  of  plants  in  each  class,  but 
only  one  plant  of  the  same  variety  in  the  same 
class.  Exhibitors  may  enter  plants  of  the  same 
variety  in  the  AVSA  Collections,  class  73,  and 
Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection,  class  74,  as  are 
entered  in  the  other  classes.  Exhibitors  may  enter 
one  collection  in  each  collection  class.  Plants 
entered  in  the  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection  class 
must  be  AVSA  registered  Optimara®/Rhapsodie® 
plants.  AVSA  collections  rules  are  the  same  as 
they  are  for  amateurs. 

5.  Only  plants  labeled  "New  Cultivar"  in  either 
Specimen  Plant  Section  or  Display  Thble  Section  will 
be  considered  for  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Awards. 

6.  Entries  for  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Awards  may 
be  seedlings  (plants  originally  from  seed),  sports,  or 
mutants  originated  by  the  exhibitor,  or  the  right  and 
ownership  to  them  released  by  the  hybridizer,  and 
must  not  have  been  previously  shown  in  an  AVSA 
Convention  Show.  Each  entry  must  be  labeled  "New 
Cultivar". 

7.  A  6'  table  with  three  tiers  will  be  furnished  for 
each  exhibitor  in  the  Display  Table  Section. 

8.  Each  display  table  shall  contain  15  plants  (no 
merchandise).  Three,  aU  of  the  same  type,  miniatures 
or  semiminiatures,  or  miniature  or  semiminiature 
trailers  shall  count  as  a  specimen  plant  and  shall 
be  judged  as  one  unit.  The  display  must  be  pre¬ 
dominantly  (at  least  75%)  African  violets.  Other 
gesneriads  may  be  included  in  the  15  plants  and  will 
be  judged. 

9.  Any  plant,  up  to  a  maximum  of  15  plants,  on 
a  display  table  may  be  designated  as  competing  for 
the  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Awards,  either  standard. 


miniature,  semiminiature  and  all  types  of  trailers, 
either  standeu'd,  miniature,  or  semiminiature. 

10.  No  other  material,  such  as  ivy,  may  be  used 
on  a  display  table. 

11.  Colored  lights  which  distort  or  enhance  the 
color  of  the  plants  will  not  be  permitted. 

12.  Any  shape  and  t5Tje  of  pot  for  specimen 
plants  will  be  permitted,  except  flared  top  pots. 
Supports  and  colleu's  will  not  be  permitted.  Pots  in 
the  specimen  plant  section  must  be  slip  potted 
into  clean,  non-decorative  white  pots.  The  bottom 
of  the  pot  containing  the  plant  must  be  complete¬ 
ly  covered  with  plastic  or  aluminum  foil.  The  pot  is 
then  inserted  into  a  white  pot  of  the  same  size  or 
shape.  The  inside  pot  may  be  of  £my  color  and  may 
extend  above  the  rim  of  the  outside  pot  Exceptions 
to  slip  potting  are  white  self  contained  reservoirs  (i.e., 
white  Oyama,  white  Moist  Rite,  etc.).  Pots  in  the  Display 
Tkble  Section  do  not  have  to  be  covered  and  may  be 
elevated  and  tilted  with  individual  pot  holders. 

13.  Prior  to  judging,  signs,  cards,  or  codes  iden¬ 
tifying  the  exhibitor  may  not  be  displayed  on  the  dis¬ 
play  tables. 

14.  Exhibits  will  be  judged  by  the  merit  method 
of  judging.  The  decision  of  the  judges  is  final  imless 
in  conflict  with  AVSA  rules  or  rules  of  the  schedule. 
Only  qualified  AVSA  judges  will  be  permitted  to  serve 
as  judges. 

15.  Only  blue  ribbon  winners  will  be  eligible  to 
receive  awards. 

16.  AVSA  will  afford  all  possible  protection  to 
exhibits  but  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  damages 
or  losses. 

17.  Commercial  Silver  Trophies  will  be  awarded 
as  merited  to  the  exhibitors  of  the  Display  Ikbles  receiv¬ 
ing  the  first,  second,  and  third  highest  number  of 
points.  An  Honorable  Mention  Rosette  will  be 
aweurded  to  the  exhibitor  receiving  the  fourth  high¬ 
est  number  of  points. 

18.  A  Point-Score  Sheet  shall  be  given  each 
Display  table  EMiibitor  to  show  how  trophies  are  award¬ 
ed. 

19.  To  reserve  a  display  table  or  for  further  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  J.  R.  Pittman,  12406  Alexandria 
St.,  San  Antonio,  TX  78233.  Phone  (210)  656-0128. 
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African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

49th  AnnuEil  Convention  &  Show 

May  22  -  28,  1995  -  The  Adams  Mark 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Call  for  1995  Annual  Meeting 

The  AnnuEd  Meeting  of  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  will  be  held  Saturday,  May  27,  1995, 
at  3:30  pm,  at  The  Adams  Mark,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Officers  and  Directors  emd  transacting 
business  that  may  properly  come  before  The  Assembly. 

Call  for  1995  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  Board  of  Directors  Meetings  will  be  held  Wednesday,  May 
24,  1995,  9:00  am  to  5:00  pm;  Thursday,  May  25,1995,  8:30  pm  to  completion;  and  Sunday,  May  28, 
1995,  9:00  am  to  completion  at  The  Adams  Mark,  St.  Louis,  MO,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  busi¬ 
ness  that  may  properly  come  before  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Call  for  1995  Open  Forum  Meeting 

The  eleventh  annual  Open  Forum  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc.,  will  be  held  Saturday,  May  27,  1995,  at  The  Adams  Mark,  St.  Louis,  MO.  This  will  take 
place  the  first  twenty  minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting.  At  this  time,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  AVSA  will 
welcome  any  Emd  all  AVSA  members  to  come  emd  present  Emy  suggestions,  ideas,  questions  and  etc. 


Registration  For  Judging  School 
For  New  Students  and  Certificate  Renewals 

AVSA  St.  Louis  Convention  St.  Louis,  MO 

Wednesday,  May  24,  1995  Teacher:  Mrs.  Sue  Ramser 

An  AVSA  judging  school  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  for  AVSA  members  who  wish  to  take  their  first 
judge's  test  and  for  AVSA  judges  who  wish  to  renew  their  certificates.  The  lecture  will  be  from  7:30  am  - 
12:00  noon  and  must  be  attended  in  order  to  take  the  exam.  The  test  begins  at  2:00  pm.  The  registra¬ 
tion  fee  is  $7.50,  payable  to  AVSA.  AVSA  membership  cards  must  be  presented  at  the  door.  Proof  of 
three  blue  ribbons  is  required. 


Name  _ AVSA  Membership  #  _ 

Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip  _ 

Judging  Status:  Student  (1st  exam) _  Student  (renewal) _ 

Advanced _  Auditing _ 

Complete  this  form  (or  facsimilie)  and  mail,  with  registration  fee  of  $7.50  (make  check  payable  to  AVSA) 
to  Mrs.  Sue  Ramser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  76308,  06002,  by  April  25.  1995.  The  test  will  be 
based  on  the  1986  AVSA  Handbook,  with  all  updates  .  The  Handbook,  1994  printing,  which  includes 
all  updates  through  January  1995,  is  available  from  the  AVSA  Office,  P.O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX 
77704.  The  cost  of  the  handbook  is  $9.95.  REGISTRATION  FOR  THE  JUDGING 
SCHOOL  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  BY  APRIL  25.  1995. 
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FREE  AVSA 
CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION 

You  could  be  the  lucky  recipient  of  a  free 

registration  for  the  convention! 

Here  is  all  you  must  do  to  qualify: 

1.  Send  your  registration  into  the  AVSA 

office  by  March  1st. 

2.  The  names  of  those  registering  early  will 
qujdify  for  a  drawing  for  a  free 
convention  registration. 

3.  Two  registrants  names  will  be  drawn 
during  the  Annual  Meeting  on  Saturday 
afternoon. 

4.  You  must  be  present  to  win. 

Good  luck!  And  happy  conventioning. 


JHLi.  JBI#^  JKS#'  # 

FREE! 

FREE! 


Yes,  it  is  true!  AVSA  is  offering 
one  sleeping  room  night  free! 

Here  are  the  particulars. 

If  your  hotel  registration  is  received 
by  the  Adams  Mark  prior  to  the  cut  off 
date,  your  name  will  be  placed  in  a  draw¬ 
ing. 

During  the  Annual  Meeting  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  a  name  will  be 
drawn  -  and  someone  will  be  the  lucky 
recipient  of  one  night's  free  lodging  dur¬ 
ing  the  convention.  You  must  be  present 
to  receive  this  award. 

So,  hurry  up  and  get  your  hotel 
reservation  in  early. 


r 


American  Airlines  in  cooperation  with 
The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

offers 


Extra!! 

Special 

Drawing 


Super  Meeting  Saver  Fare®  Discounts 

.  to  the  49th  Annual  Convention  and  Show 

St.  Louis,  Missouri  •  May  20-27,  1995  •  Travel  Dates:  May  17-May  30,  1995 


10%  Off  5%  Off 

regular  day  coach  air  fare  with  a  14  day  advance  ticket  purchase  any  promotional  air  feu'e  for  which  you  qualify  (including  first 

requirement.  All  rules  and  restrictions  apply.  *U.S.  travel  class).  All  rules  and  restrictions  apply.  *U.S.  travel 

The  special  super  Meeting  Saver  Fare®  is  valid  for  roundtrip  travel  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on  American  Airlines  and 
American  Eagle  domestic  segments,  and  is  available  only  through  our  Meeting  Services  Desk.  If  you  originate  outside  the 
50  United  States,  other  reduced  fares  may  be  available  to  you. 

An  American  Airlines  meeting  service  specialist  will  help  you  find  the  best  fare  for  which  you  qualify.  Tickets  may  be 
obtained  through  American  Airlines  or  your  travel  agent.  If  you  normally  use  the  service  of  a  travel  agent,  have  them 
place  your  reservations  through  our  toll-free  number  to  obtain  the  same  advantages. 

EXTRA:  You  won't  wemt  to  miss  attending  the  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc's  49th  Annual  Convention  and 
Show.  You  could  be  eligible  for  a  Special  Drawing  for  two  (2)  FREE  roundtrip  tickets  on  American  Airlines  to  any  U.S.  city 
on  the  American  system.  Winners  will  be  notified  by  the  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.  Void  where  prohibited  by 
law. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  free  drawing,  please  call  the  American  Airlines  toll-free  number  to  make  your  reservations  or 
mail  your  name  and  address  on  a  3-1/2  x  5  card  to:  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA,  INC.,  SPECIAL  SWEEP- 
STAKES  DRAWING,  522  Willow  Wisp,  Spring  TX  77388. 

For  Reservations  and  Information  Call  American  -  Save  Time  and  Money 


TOLL  FREE  -  1-800-433-1790  (ask  for  star  file  #so355fn) 

from  an5rwhere  in  Canada  eind  the  USA  (including  Hawaii,  Alaska,  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands)  7  days  a  week  from  7:00  a.m.  to  12:00 
midnight  central  time.  If  you  originate  from  other  areas,  call  your  local  American  Airlines  reservation  office.  In  Mexico,  Europe,  United 
Kingdom  and  Japan,  ask  for  the  International  Congress  Desk. 

V _ J 
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Hotel  Reservation 


adam's  1995  AVSA  Convention,  Show  and  Annual  Membership  Meeting 

hotels 


Please  mail  to: 

Adam's  Mark,  St.  Louis 
Fourth  &  Chestnut 
St.  Louis,  MO  63102 
1-800-444-ADAM  or 
1-312-241  -7400 


The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

Group  Number  AV 


Name 


Address 


City  State  Zip 

Phone  Number  ( _ ) _ 

Sharing  Room  with _ 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Adam's  Mark  St,  Louis.  Do  not  send  currency.  To  confirm  your 
reservations,  the  hotel  accepts  any  one  of  the  following  as  means  of  payment: 

_ One  Night's  Deposit  Enclosed  _ MasterCard 

_ American  Express  _ Visa 

_ Diner's  Club  _ Discover  Card 

Credit  Card  # _ Expiration  Date _ 

Deposit  refundable  if  reservation  is  cancelled  24  hours  prior  to  the  date  of  scheduled  arrival .  To  cancel, 
phone  -  Adam' s  Mark  St.  Louis.  Phone  number:  1-800-444-ADAM  or  1-312-241-7400. 


Room  Rate: 


$92.00  Single,  Double 

$105.00  Triple 

$112.00  Quad 

14.1%  City  &  Hotel  Tax 

Suite  rates  available  upon  request  -  through  sales  office 


Accomodations  requested: 
_ Single 

_ Double  (two  persons) 

_ Triple  (three  persons) 

_ Quad  (four  persons) 

_ Smoking 


_ number  of  persons  in  room 

Arrival  Date _ 

(check  in  3  :00  pm) 

Departure  Date  _ 

(check  out  by  noon) 

Non  Smoking _ 


Bed  types  available:  double,  king  (upon  request) 

Room  rates  subject  to  14.1%  City  &  Hotel  Tax. 

Reservations  must  be  received  by:  April  28.  1995  The  AVSA  reserved  room  block  will  be  released 
after  this  date. 
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AVSA’s  49th  Annual  Convention  &  Show 

^^Meet  Me  In  St.  Loui” 

May  22-27,  1995  -  The  Adams  Mark,  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

AVSA  Convention  Registration  Form 

NOTE:  Each  person  registering  must  use  a  separate  form.  Xerox  copies  may  be  used  if  more  are  needed. 

Please  send  this  completed  pre-registration  form  with  your  check,  money  order  or  credit  card  number  made  out  in  the  appropriate 
amount  to  the  St.  Louis  Convention  Account.  Mail  to:  The  AVSA  Office  -  2375  North,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  Refunds  will  be  made 
upon  written  request  only  if  received  by  April  3.  1995.  There  will  be  a  S5.00  paper  work  fee  charged  for  cancellations.  Registrations 
received  after  April  24, 1995  will  be  $40.00.  Following  receipt  of  your  Registration,  you  will  receive  confirmation  from  the  AVSA  Office 
which  includes  your  convention  registration,  tours,  presentations,  meal  information  and  any  registration  materials  being  mailed  in 
advance  of  the  convention. 


Last  Name 


First 


Initial 


Area  Code/Phone  # 


street  or  P.O.  Box  Apt.  #  City/State  Zip 

Names  of  Spouse/Guests/Children  if  attending  Convention _ 

(Please  remember  to  use  a  separate  form  for  spouse,  guest  or  child  attending.  Xerox  copies  may  be  used] 

AVSA  Member  (Pre-registration  $35.00)  _ ^Non-Member  (Pre-registration  $38.00) 

After  April  24,  1995,  each  registration  will  be  $40.00  or  $43.00  respectively. 

PLEASE  CIRCLE  APPROPRIATE  STATUS: 

(A)  Individual  Member  (E)  Judge 

(B)  Life  member  (F)  Senior  Judge 

(C)  Honorary  Life  Member  (G)  Master  Judge 

(D)  Associate  Member 

This  is  my  (#) _ convention  Name  to  go  on  Badge _ 

(Note:  If  you  are  a  Commercial  Member  and  want  your  business  name  to  appear,  please  write  it  in  also.) 

Yes  _ No  Is  there  any  possibility  that  you  might  bring  horticultural  exhibits? 

(If  yes,  entries  information  will  be  mailed  to  you.) 

In  case  of  emergency,  whom  should  be  notified? _ 

Name 


(H)  Commercial  Member 

(I)  Judging  School  Teacher 

(J)  Bronze  Medal  Winner 


(K)  Board  Member 

(L)  Affiliate  President 

(M)  Non-Member  (guest) 


Relationship 

Address 

Cify/State 

Area  Code/Phone  # 

TRAVEL  BY: 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 

Personal  Car 

Plane 

The  Adams  Mark 

Rental  Car 

Airline 

Other 

name  airline 

Other 

RV 

If  by  plane,  arrival  day/date  and  time 

If  by  plane,  departure  day/date  and  time 

Convention  Registration: 

AVSA  or  Associate  Member 

AVSA  or  Associate  Member  (after  April  24,  1995) 

Non-Member  (Guest) 

Non-Member  (Guest)  (after  April  24,  1995) 


$35.00  $ 

$40.00  $ 

$38.00  $ 

$43.00  $ 

TOTAL  REGISTRATION  $ 


Meals: 

PERSONS  WISHING  TO  BE  SEATED  TOGETHER  AT  MEAL  FUNCTIONS  (LIMIT  10  PER  TABLE)  MUST  MAIL  REGISTRATIONS  TO  THE 
AVSA  OFFICE  IN  THE  SAME  ENVELOPE  BEFORE  April  24,  1995.  WE  ARE  SORRY,  But,  THERE  CAN  BE  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 


.1.  Thurs.,  May  25  Teachers'  Supper  (Caesar  salad,  stuffed  pita)  . $18.50  $_ 

2.  Fri.,  May  26  Commercial  Breakfast  (French  toast  and  more)  . $15.00  $_ 

_3.  Fri.,  May  26  Opening  Dinner  "Meet  me  in  St.  Louis  Dinner"  (Rock  Cornish  Game  Hen) 

Entertainment:  Victorian  Hat  Style  Show  and  Contest . $27.50  $_ 

4.  Sat,  May  27  Judges  Breakfast  (Full  breakfast) . $13.00  $. 

5.  Sat.,  May  27  Luncheon  (Traditional  tuna,  shrimp  and  chicken  salads) . $18.00  $_ 

Those  allergic  to  shrimp,  please  let  us  know  and  extra  chicken  salad  will  be  substituted 

6.  Sat,  May  27  Grand  Finale'  "St  Louis  in  Flight"  Dinner  (Prime  Rib) . $33.00  $_ 

Entertainment:  Scott  Air  Force  Base  Band 

_7.  Sun.,  May  28  Board  of  Directors  Luncheon  (Club  Sandwich) . $13.50  $_ 


TOTAL  MEALS  $ 
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TOURS:  (*Meals  included  in  the  price  of  the  tour) 


1. 

Mon., 

May  22 

2. 

Mon., 

May  22 

3. 

Tues., 

May  23 

4. 

Tues., 

May  23 

5. 

Tues., 

May  23 

6. 

Wed., 

May  24 

7. 

Wed., 

May  24 

8. 

Wed., 

May  24 

9. 

Thurs. 

May  25 

10. 

Thurs., 

May  25 

The  Village  of  St.  Genevieve,  MO . $22.00 

Elsah,  Pere  Marquette  Lodge,  Alton  and  River  Countryside*  . $29.75 

Special  St.  Louis  City  Tour,  Fox  Theater, 

St.  Louis  Cathedral,  and  other  points  of  interests  . $17.00 

Daniel  Boone  Home,  Augusta  Wine  Country  &  Washington,  MO*  . .  .$33.00 

The  Bissell  Mansion  Mystery  Dinner  Theater*  . $39.50 

Anheuser-Busch  Brewery  Tour,  De  Menil  Mansion 

or  Campbell  House  &  Union  Station  Shopping  Spree . $19.00 

Historic  St.  Charles,  MO . $21.00 

Dinner  Cruise  and  Dixieland  Band*  . $29.75 

St.  Louis  Experience  &  Special  City  Tour; 

Fox  Theater,  Jewel  Box  and  Forest  Park, 

Central  West  End  &  St.  Louis  Cathedral  . $22.50 

Grant's  Farm  &  The  Missouri  Botanical  Gardens . $22.00 


$ 

$. 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 


$ 

$ 


TOTAL  TOURS  $ 

*Meal  is  served 

We  reserve  the  right  of  cancellation  if  minimum  number  is  not  met. 


PRESENTATIONS:  (Please  check  those  presentations  which  you  wish  to  attend) 

(Tickets  will  not  be  used  this  year.  We  request  your  indicating  which  presentations  you  will  attend  for  our  planning  purposes) 


Friday,  May  26 

_ 1.  9:30  a.m.  - 11:00  a.m. 

_ 2.  9:30  a.m.  - 11:00  a.m. 

_ 3.  1:00  p.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

_ 4.  1:00  p.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

_ 5.  3:00  p.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 

_ 6.  3:00  p.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 


"Gateway  To  Pest  Control",  How  To  Identify  emd  Treat  Pests  by  Dr.  Charles  Cole 
"Show  Me",  How  To  Grow  Gesneriads,  Streps,  and  Sinningias  by  Linda  Golubski. 

"Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  and  We'll  Grow  for  Show",  Culture  and  techniques  for  show  plants 
by  Dr.  Richard  Nicholas 

"The  Arch  and  other  Design  Wonders"  by  Ethel  Campbell 

"Jewel  Box  of  Tiny  Treasures",  Growing  Minis  for  Show  by  Pat  Richards 

"Judging  Under  the  Arch",  Learn  how  to  'please'  the  judges  by  Jackie  Jones 


Saturday,  May  27 

_ 7.  9:15  a.m.  - 10:30  a.m.  "Picture  Perfect",  Learn  how  to  photograph  your  plants  and  blossoms  by  Dr.  Charles  Cole 

_ 8.  9:15  a.m.  - 10:30  a.m.  "Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  and  We'll  Grow  for  Show",  Culture  and  techniques  for  show  plants 

by  Dr.  Richard  Nicholas 

_ 9.  11:00  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m.  "Beginners  Forum" 

Moderator:  Mary  Boland 
Panel:  Dr.  Charles  Cole 
Mrs.  Anne  Tinari 
Sidney  Sorano 


PAYMENT: 

Send  payment  and  completed  registration  form  to: 


Total  Registration  $ 

Total  Meals  $ 

Total  Tours  $ 

TOTAL 

PAmENT  ENCLOSED  $ 


AVSA  Office 
2375  North  St. 

Beaumont,  TX  77702 
(409)  839-4725 

Check  one: 

_  Visa  # _ 

Expires  _ 

_  MasterCard  #  _ 

Expires  _ 

_  Check  or  Money  Order  Enclosed 


NOTE:  Cancellations  must  be  received 

by  April  3,  1995  to  be  entitled  to  a  refund.  _ 

There  will  be  a  $5.00  fee  for  all  cancellations.  Signature  (If  using  card) 
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Attention  Judges 

All  Advanced,  Senior,  and  Master  Judges  are  eligible  to  judge  in  the  St.  Louis  convention  Show.  If  you  would  like  to 
judge,  please  complete  the  form  below  and  mail  to:  Mr.  Bill  Foster,  AVSA  Shows  &  Judges  Chairman,  3610  Gray  Drive, 
Mesquite,  TX  75150.  These  must  be  post  marked  no  later  than  April  1.  1995.  If  you  plan  to  exhibit  in  the  show, 
please  indicate,  on  this  form,  which  class  or  classes  you  plan  to  enter.  DO  NOT  serve  on  entries,  classification  or  place¬ 
ment  if  you  apply  to  judge.  Please  indicate  below  if  you  are  experienced  in  any  of  the  listed  areas.  If  accepted,  you  will 
receive  notification  of  assignment  Applications  received  after  April  15, 1995,  will  be  filed  in  the  event  of  cancellations 
and/or  vacemcies. 

Name _ 

Address  _  Apt.  # _ _ _ 

City _ State  _ ^Zip  _ 


Classes  entered 

TVpe  of  Judge:  Advanced  _ Senior  _ Master  AGGS  _ Nat'l  Council 

Experience:  _ ^Minis/Semiminis  Trailers  _ Species  _ Design  _ Commercial 


Attention  Judges  Clerks 

Student  and  Advanced  Judges  are  invited  to  serve  as  clerks  for  the  St.  Louis  Convention  Show.  Any  vacancies  may 
be  filled  by  other  AVSA  members.  This  means  that  AVSA  members  may  apply  to  serve  as  clerks;  however,  judges  will 
be  given  first  preference.  Any  positions  remaining  will  be  filled  by  members  in  the  order  in  which  applications  are  received. 
All  clerks  will  receive  a  letter  of  notification,  explaining  their  respective  duties.  If  you  would  like  to  clerk,  please  com¬ 
plete  the  form  below  amd  mail  to:  Mr.  Bill  Foster,  AVSA  Shows  &  Judges  Chairman,  3610  Gray  Drive,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
These  applications  must  be  post  marked  no  later  than  April  15.  1995. 

Name _ 

Address  _  Apt.  # _ 

City _ State  _ Zip  _ 

_ Student  Judge  Advanced  Judge  _ Master  Judge  AVSA  Member 


Design  Division  Reservations 

(Please  Print) 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ State  _ Zip  _ 

Phone  Number _ 

I  would  Uke  to  enter  the  following  design  classes:  (Limit  six,  excluding  container  gardens) 

1. _  2. _  3. _  4. _  5. _  6. _ 

Alternate  Choices:  1. _  2. _  3. _ 

I  would  hke  to  enter  container  gardens  in  the  following  classes:  1. _  2, _  3. _ 

Entries  will  be  accepted  ONLY,  if  postmarked  March  1«  1995  or  later  by  regular  mail.  No  telephone  reserva¬ 
tions  will  be  accepted.  Reservations  will  be  on  a  first  come  basis.  Please  print  your  name,  address  and  telephone 
number  so  if  there  are  cancellations  or  additional  openings,  exhibitors  may  be  notified.  Send  reservation  no  later 
than  April  15.  1995.  to:  Ema  Holt,  1128  East  Linden,  St.  Louis,  Mo  63117.  Exhibitors  who  wish  to  cancel  reser¬ 
vations  must  write  Mrs.  Holt  or  call  (314)  863-2661,  after  6:00  p.m. 
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WANTED 


Wanted  .  some  good  men,  oops, 

some  good  photographers!!  AND  ...  your 
slides  from  the  1994  Denver  AVSA 
Convention!! 

One  of  the  popular  social  events  of  con¬ 
vention  week  is  the  slide  presentation  on 
Thursday  evening.  We  enjoy  looking  back 
at  last  year  and  certain  formal  and  infor¬ 
mal  events,  like  who  was  talking  to  who, 
who  was  eating  what,  and  positions  not 
exactly  posed!! 

If  you  have  color  slides  of  meetings, 
seminars,  banquets,  programs,  tours,  the 
beautiful  show,  or  just  people  and  things 
about  the  convention,  please  share  them 
with  us. 

Slides  not  selected  to  be  shown  will 
be  returned,  those  utilized  will  be  kept  as 
part  of  the  AVSA  record  of  the  Denver 
Convention. 

Please  send  your  slides  by  April  20, 
1995  to: 


Nancy  G.  Hayes 
9  Cobblestone  Rd. 
Bloomfield,  CT  06002 


ATTENTION: 

Hybridizers 

It's  later  than  you  think  -  time  once  again 
to  get  the  cameras  out  and  take  slides  of 
youur  new  cultivars  for  the  '95  St  Louis  con¬ 
vention. 

This  year,  Kent  Stork  of  Kent's  Flowers 
will  be  doing  the  program  of  new  cultivars 
at  the  Saturday  Luncheon.  This  is  your 
opportunity  to  show  off  your  new  intro¬ 
ductions  to  the  hundreds  of  people  in 
attendance. 

Slides  must  be  received  by  April  10, 
1995  to  work  up  the  program.  A  slide  of  the 
plant  and  a  close-up  of  the  blossom  is 
requested.  Please  include  a  description  of 
the  plant.. 

send  your  slides  to: 

Ann  Miller 

522  Willow  Wisp  Circle 
Spring,  TX  77388 


f  DELTA  AIR  LINES  1 

in  cooperation  with 

The  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA,  Inc. 

offers 

Discount  Air  Fares 

to  the  49th  Annual  Convention  and  Show,  St.  Louis  Mo. 

May  22-27,  1995 

Travel  Dates:  May  19-May  30,  1995 

5%  OFF 

any  published  domestic  fare 

Delta's  agents  will  assist  you  with  any  special  conditions 


Call  DELTA  at  1-800-241-6760  and  refer  to  Delta  File  #D1375 
The  800  phone  number  can  be  called  from  8:00  a.m.  to  11:00  p.m.  Eastern  Time 

V  _ _ _ ! _ J 
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49th  Annual  AVSA  Convention  &  Show 

Monday,  May  22  >  Saturday,  May  27,  1995 

"Meet  Me  In  St.  Loui,  Loui . " 

SUNDAY,  May  21,  1995 

3:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Convention  Registration  &  Convention  Information 

MONDAY,  May  22,  1995 

7:00  a.m.  to  10:00  a.m . Convention  Registration  &  Convention  Information 

8:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  .  .  .Tour  #  1  -  St.  Genevieve,  guided  tour  of  Bolduc  LeMeilleur  Home, 

Felix  Valle  Suite  &  Guibourd  Valle  House. 

8:30  a.m.  to  5:15  p.m.  .  .  .Tour  #  2  •  Elsah,  Pierre  Marquette  Lodge.  Alton  &  River 

Countryside 

2:00  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Registration  &  Convention  Information 

TUESDAY,  May  23,1995 

7:00  a.m.  to  10:00  a.m . Convention  Registration  &  Convention  Information 

8:00  a.m.  to  comp . Executive  Committee  meeting 

8:30  a.m.  to  12:45  p.m.  .  .Tour  #  3  -  Special  St.  Louis  City  Tour,  Fox  Theater,  St.  Louis 

Cathedral,  etc. 

8:30  a.m.  to  5:15  p.m.  .  .  .Tour  #  4  -  Augusta  Wine  Country  &  Daniel  Boone  Home 

2:00  p.m.  to  2:50  p.m . Committee  Meetings:  Affiliate  -  Advertising  -  Awards  -  Commercial 

Activities  -  Commercial  Sales  &  Exhibits  -  Finance  -  Shows  & 

Judges 

2:00  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Registration  &  Convention  Information 

3:00  p.m.  to  3:50  p.m . Committee  Meetings:  Convention  -  Membership  &  Promotion  - 

Publications  -  Nominating  -  Mini  &  Semi-mini 

4:00  p.m.  to  4:50 . Vice  Presidents  Meetings  with  Committee  Chairmen:  1st  Vice 

President  -  2nd  Vice  President  -  3rd  Vice  President 
6:45  p.m.  to  10:15  p.m.  .  .Tour  #  5  -  Bissell  Mansion  Mystery  Dinner  Theater 

9:15  p.m.  to  10:15  p.m . Salary  Committee  Meeting 

Ways  &  Means  Committee  Meeting 

WEDNESDAY,  May  24,  1995 

7:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m . Judging  School 

7:45  a.m.  to  12:00  noon  .  .  .  .Convention  Registration  &  Convention  Information 

8:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  .  .  .Tour  #  6  >  Busch  Brewery  Tour,  DeMenil  Mansion.  CampbeU  House 

&  Union  Station 

8:20  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  .  .  .Tour  #  7  -  St.  Charles,  MO 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Board  of  Directors  Opening  Meeting 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon  .  .  .  .AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

9:30  a.m.  to  10:00  a.m . Building  Fund  Committee  Meeting 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Booster  Fund  Table 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Building  Fund  Table 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Atlanta  Promotional  Table 

1:00  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

2:00  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Registration  &  Convention  Information 

5:45  p.m.  to  10:30  p.m.  .  .Tour  #  8  -  Dinner  Cruise  &  Dixie  Land  Band 

6:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m . Classification  &  Entries  for  convention  workers  ONLY 
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THURSDAY,  May  25,  1995 

8:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  .  .  .Tour  #  9  -  St.  Louis  Experience  &  Special  City  Tour  -  Fox  Theater, 

St.  Louis  Cathedral,  Central  West  End,  Cupples  House,  Forest 
Park  &  Jewel  Box 

8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Registration  &  Convention  Information 

8:30  a.m.  to  4:45  p.m.  .  .  .Tour  #  10  -  Grant's  Farm  &  Missouri  Botanical  Gardens 

9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m . Hospitality  Room 

9:00  a.m.  to  11:30  a.m . Classification  &  Entries 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon  .  .  .  .AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

9:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m . Commercial  Sales  Open 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Booster  Fund  Table 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Building  Fund  Table 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Atlanta  Promotional  Table 

12:30  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m . Classification  &  Entries 

1:00  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

2:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Hospitality  Room 

5:00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m . Future  Conventions  Meeting 

6:00  p.m.  to  7:30  p.m . Teachers  Supper 

6:30  p.m.  to  8:30  p.m . President's  Reception  for  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

7:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m . Entries  for  those  on  Tours  ONLY 

8:30  p.m.  to  completion  .  .  .  .Board  of  Directors  Meeting  (if  necessary) 

8:30  p.m . Social  Hour  &  Slides  (ONE  showing  ONLY) 

11:00  p.m . Design  work  will  close  for  the  night 


7:00 

a.m. 

to 

8:00  a.m.  .  . 

7:00 

a.m. 

to 

9:00  a.m.  .  . 

8:00 

a.m. 

to 

8:00  p.m.  .  . 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

10:00  a.m.  . 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

5:00  p.m.  .  . 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

12:00  noon 

9:00 

a.m. 

to 

11:00  a.m.  . 

9:30 

a.m. 

to 

11:00  a.m.  . 

9:30 

a.m. 

to 

11:00  a.m.  . 

10:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon 
1:00  p.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  .  .  . 
10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  .  . 
10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  .  , 
10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  .  , 
10:00  a.m.  to  comp.  .  .  .  , 


1:00 

p.m. 

to 

2:30 

p.m. 

1:00 

p.m. 

to 

2:30 

p.m. 

1:00 

p.m. 

to 

4:30 

p.m. 

2:00 

p.m. 

to 

5:00 

p.m. 

3:00 

p.m. 

to 

4:30 

p.m. 

FRIDAY,  May  26,  1995 

.Design  Exhibitors  will  be  permitted  to  work  on  their  designs  for 
replacement  of  blossoms  only. 

.Commercial  Members  Breakfast 

.Convention  Registration  &  Convention  Information 

.Instructions  for  those  judging  &  clerking  for  the  show 

.Commercial  Sales  open 

.AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

.Hospitality  Room 

.Presentation  1 

"Gateway  to  Pest  Control",  African  violet  pests  by  Dr.  Charles  Cole 
.Presentation  2 

"'Show  Me'  How  to  Grow  Gesneriads",  Streps  &  Sinningias  by  Linda 
Golubski 

.Agriculture  Officials  available  to  certify  plant  materials  for 

.transporting  into  controlled  Countries  &  States 

.Booster  Fund  Table 

.Building  Fund  Table 

.Atlanta  Promotional  Table 

.Judging  of  show 

.Presentation  3 

"Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis  and  We'll  Grow  for  Show"  by  Richard  Nicholas 
.Presentation  4 

"The  Arch  and  Other  Design  Wonders"  by  Ethel  Campbell 
.AVSA  Information  &  Sales 
.Hospitality  Room 
.Presentation  5 

"Jewel  Box  of  Tiny  Treasures",  Growing  Minis  for  Show  by  Pat 
Richards 
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3:00  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m . Presentation  6 

"Judging  Under  the  Arch",  Judging  design  for  Exhibitors  and 
Judges  by  Jackie  Jones 

4:30  p.m.  to  comp . Photography  -  Library 

4:30  p.m.  to  comp . Photography  -  AVM 

5:30  p.m.  to  6:30  p.m . Opening  Reception  (cash  bar) 

6:30  p.m.  to  comp . Opening  Dinner  -  Show  Awards  will  be  presented 

9:30  p.m.  to  12:00  a.m . Show  open  to  AVSA  COWVENTIOW  REGISTRANTS  ONLY 


SATURDAY,  May  27,  1995 

7:15  a.m.  to  9:00  a.m . Judges  Breakfast  &  Workshop 

8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Convention  Registration  &  Convention  Information 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Show  Room  open  to  Convention  Registrants  &  the  public 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Commercial  Sales  open 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  p.m . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m . Hospitality  Room 


9:15  a.m.  to  10:30  a.m . Presentation  7 

"Picture  Perfect",  African  violet  photography  by  Dr.  Charles  Cole 
9:15  a.m.  to  10:30  a.m . Presentation  8 


"Meet  me  in  St.  Louis  and  We'll  Grow  for  Show"  by  Richard  Nicholas 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Booster  Fund  Table 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Building  Fund  Table 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Atlanta  Promotional  Table 

11:00  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m . Presentation  9 

Beginners  Forum  -  Moderator,  Mary  Boland;  Panelists,  Dr.  Charles 
Cole,  Anne  Tinari  &  Sidney  Sorano 

1:00  p.m.  to  3:00  p.m . Luncheon  (slides  of  new  introductions) 

3:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Hospitality  Room  open 

2:30  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

3:30  p.m.  to  5:15  p.m . Annucil  Membership  Meeting  &  Open  Forum 

5:30  p.m.  to  6:30  p.m . PRESIDENT'S  RECEPTION  &  HOSPITALITY  HOUR 

Meet  and  congratulate  the  show  winners  during  this  reception, 
(non-alcoholic  punch  provided)  (cash  bar) 

6:45  p.m.  to  9:45  p.m . GRAND  FINALE' 

Banquet  &  Entertainment 


Awards  to  be  presented: 

Tinari  Greenhouses  Membership  Award 
Publications  Awards 
Honorary  Society  Awards 

9:45  p.m.  toll:00  p.m . Show  Room  open 

10:00  p.m.  to  12:00  a.m . Commercial  Sales  Breakdown 

11:00  p.m . Instructions  for  entry  check  out 

11:00  p.m.  to  1:00  a.m . ALL  Entries  Checked  Out 

SUNDAY,  May  28,  1995 

6:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon  .  .  .  .Commercial  Sales  break  down 

7:00  a.m.  -12:00  noon . Local  Storage 

7:00  a.m.  - 12:00  noon . Commercial  Storage 

8:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon  .  .  .  .Show  Room  Clean  Up 

9:00  a.m.  to  comp . Board  of  Directors  Meeting  and  Luncheon 

*  *  *  ALL  AREAS  MUST  BE  CLEARED  BY  12:00  NOON  *  *  * 
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Parking  for  the  1995  AVSA  Convention 


Key  for  enclosed  map! 

1.  Adam’s  Mark  Hotel,  4th  &  Chestnut  Streets  225  Parking  places,  $10  Max  per  24  hours.  Valet  parking 
$13  Max,  Unlimited  access. 

2.  330  North  4th  St,  Memsion  House  Ctr.  Garage,  1600  Parking  places,  $6  max  per  24  hours. 

3.  St.  Louis  Center  East,  420  North  6th  Street,  1500  Parking  places,  $7.50  max  per  24  hours. 

4.  St.  Louis  Center  North,  710  North  7th  Street,  928  P2u:king  places,  $7.50  max  per  24  hours. 

5.  Kiener  Plaza,  West,  500  Pine,  1230  Parking  places,  $6.00  max  per  24  hours. 

6.  Kiener  Plaza,  East,  604  Pine  Street,  1130  Peurking  places,  same  as  #5. 

7.  F2unous  Barr  Garage,  601  Pine,  820  Parking  places,  $7.00  max  per  24  hours. 
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Hooked  on  Hydroponics 

Mary  Pat  Weber 
Mook  Park,  CA  93021 


My  initial  introduction  to  hydroponics  took  place 
several  years  ago  during  a  trip  to  EPCOT  in  Florida.  Any 
plant  enthusiast  can’t  help  but  be  impressed  with  their 
futuristic  growing  conditions.  The  discovery  that 
hydroponic  systems  were  available  for  home  use  came 
when  I  began  subscribing  to  HOUSEPLANT  Magazine. 
The  “mad  scientist”  in  me  just  had  to  try  this. 

Catalogs  obtained  from  various  sources  provided  good 
basic  information.  Although  many  boast  that  their  setup 
can  be  used  to  grow  anything  from  herbs  to  banana 
trees,  such  a  broad-based  system  is  not  suitable  for 
growing  African  violets.  The  majority  of  plants  grown  in 
these  systems  are  those  in  which  form  and  symmetry 
are  not  important.  By  simply  looking  at  the  pictures  in 
the  literature  it  was  obvious  that  these  systems  crowd 
the  plants  together  too  closely.  Other  systems  appeared 
to  have  the  capability  of  only  growing  a  few  plants,  yet 
take  up  a  large  volume  of  space. 

The  cost  to  purchase  and  maintain  the  system  was 
also  considered.  No  matter  how  enthusiastic  I  was  about 
trying  hydroponics,  spending  hundreds  of  dollars  on  a 
system  that  would  only  support  half  a  dozen  plants 
could  not  be  justified.  Spending  the  equivalent  of  $50.00 
per  pot  per  plant  was  simply  too  expensive.  I  may  be 
“mad”  but  I’m  not  crazy. 

Using  a  passive  hydroponic  system  was  attractive 
because  some  of  them  are  designed  as  individual  pots. 
Although  ideal  for  growing  gesneriads,  this  type  of 
system  was  too  tame  for  me.  It  didn’t  seem  to  be  much 
different  than  wicking  a  plant  in  a  margarine  tub. 
Substituting  rock  medium  for  the  soil  mix  just  wasn’t 
exciting  enough,  even  though  this  method  would  be  a 
good  first  choice  for  a  beginning  hydroponic  grower. 

An  Emily’s  Garden  by  Hydrofarm  was  chosen  since  it 
seemed  to  be  the  best  low  cost  system  suited  for 
growing  gesneriads.  Completely  different  from  any 
method  commonly  used  to  grow  African  violets,  the  unit 
contains  a  growing  tray  and  a  cover  with  six  large  holes 
through  which  the  large  pots  are  placed  into  the  nutrient 
solution.  The  pots  are  filled  with  geolite,  a  sterile,  light¬ 


weight  rock  substitute  for  soil.  An  air  bubbler  identical  to 
the  type  used  in  an  aquarium  delivers  the  oxygen.  A 
special  fertilizer  containing  trace  elements  is  used  to 
provide  nourishment.  It  appeared  to  be  relatively 
maintenance  free  with  the  exception  of  checking  the  pH 
balance  of  the  fertilizer  solution  and  changing  the  entire 
solution  once  per  month. 

It  was  actually  quite  simple  to  set  up.  The  only  goal  I 
had  in  setting  up  this  system  was  to  simply  keep  the 
plants  alive.  Without  setting  up  a  formal  experiment,  six 
different  plants  from  various  backgrounds  were  selected. 

The  first  plant  chosen  was  a  sucker  of  Rip  Van 
Winkle.  This  small  plant  had  been  rooted  and  grown  on 
a  damp  paper  towel  for  several  months.  This  plant  could 
truly  be  considered  hydroponic  since  its  roots  have 
never  touched  soil.  The  second  plant.  Shades  of  Grape, 
was  a  (big)  baby  still  attached  to  the  mother  leaf. 
Started  in  soil,  the  baby  was  separated  and  placed  in  the 
pot.  The  third  plant  was  a  freshly  removed  sucker  of 
Ness’  Elfin  Magic.  This  was  selected  since  it  is  a 
variegated  miniature  African  violet.  Since  it  did  not  have 
an  established  root  system,  it  was  placed  in  the  center  of 
a  rockwool  cube  which  is  typically  used  for  starting 
seedlings.  A  leaf  of  Optimara  Harlequin  with  a  small  root 
structure  was  planted  in  pot  number  four.  This  one  had 
been  rooted  in  a  standard  starter  mix  and  was  ready  to 
begin  producing  babies. 

Curious  to  see  how  other  gesneriads  might  fare,  a 
Streptocarpus  leaf  was  added.  The  leaf  was  approxi¬ 
mately  1-1/2”  long,  and  was  part  of  my  first  attempt 
at  growing  “streps”  from  seeds.  This  one  had  been 
growing  in  soil  and  although  small,  had  a  well 
established  root  system.  The  final  plant  selected  was  a 
young  Sinningia,  nicknamed  “Denver  Stray”,  since  it 
had  been  the  tiny  companion  to  a  Sinningia  purchased 
at  the  Denver  convention. 

Placing  these  plants  in  the  geolite  was  a  tense 
experience,  reminding  me  of  the  first  time  I  tried  to 
separate  babies  or  scrape  a  turkey  neck.  It  was  difficult 
to  believe  that  this  “rock”  wasn’t  crushing  the  tender 
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roots  to  a  pulp.  All  traces  of  soil  had  to  be  washed  off 
before  inserting  into  the  sterile  medium.  This  isn’t  easy 
to  do.  Overall  the  plants  seemed  to  take  well  to  being 
transplanted  except  for  the  Sinningia.  It  fell  limply  across 
the  pot  and  the  tiny  leaves  emerging  from  the  bottom 
looked  crushed  and  broken.  This  one  seemed  to  have 
the  least  chance  for  survival. 

Feeling  like  a  physician  completing  a  delicate  surgery, 
I  was  thrilled  to  find  that  they  survived  their  first  night. 
Even  the  Sinningia  had  perked  up  a  bit.  After  7-10  days 
all  the  plants  and  leaves  were  showing  signs  of  growth. 
The  plants  started  from  suckers  began  showing  the  next 
set  of  center  leaves.  The  Optimara  Harlequin  leaf  began 
sprouting  babies. 


Changes  in  growth  can  almost  be  seen  on  a  daily 
basis.  Some  of  this  can  no  doubt  be  attributed  to  the 
hydroponics,  the  rest  to  the  intense  daily  scrutiny  they 
receive.  The  variegated  sucker  has  rooted  and  is  firmly 
attached  to  the  rockwool  cube.  Surprisingly,  the  most 
dramatic  growth  has  come  from  the  little  Sinningia. 
It  is  strong, 
healthy 
looking, 
and 

literally 
growing 
like  a  weed. 
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Don’t  Confuse 

Sphagnum  Moss  with  Peat  Moss 

Gerry  Hood,  President 
Canadian  Sphagnum  Peat  Moss  Association 


You  may  have  read  about  a  fungal  disease  called 
Cutaneous  Sporotrichosis,  a  chronic  infection  identified 
by  skin  lesions.  The  fungus  which  causes  this  disease 
has  been  found  in  several  kinds  of  organic  material  and, 
because  in  extremely  rare  cases  this  disease  can  cause 
death,  gardeners  are  rightfully  concerned  about 
protecting  themselves  from  contracting  it.  Unfortunately, 
however,  some  of  the  information  circulating  about  how 
gardeners  can  contract  this  disease  has  been  inaccurate. 
It  confuses  two  separate  products;  one  of  which  is 
known  to  carry  the  fungus  and  one  of  which  does  not. 

One  of  the  materials  known  to  carry  the 
sporotrichosis  fungus  is  sphagnum  moss.  Most 
frequently  used  by  the  floral  industry  to  line  wire 
baskets,  this  product  frequently  is  being  confused  with 
sphagnum  peat  moss,  a  soil  conditioner  known  for  its 
ability  to  bind  sandy  soils,  loosen  clay  soils  and  retain 
water.  The  difference  is  an  important  one.  While  there 
have  been  cases  of  sporotrichosis  resulting  from 
handling  sphagnum  moss.  I’m  aware  of  no  cases  as  a 
result  of  handling  sphagnum  peat  moss.  Sphagnum 
moss  and  sphagnum  peat  moss  are  not  the  same 
product,  as  many  avid  gardeners  know. 

Sphagnum  moss  is  the  living  moss  that  grows  on  top 
of  a  sphagnum  bog.  The  fungus  sporotrichum  schenckii 
is  known  to  live  in  this  growing  moss. 


Sphagnum  peat  moss  is  the  dead  material  that 
accumulates  as  new  live  material  grows  on  top  and 
exerts  pressure  on  the  peat  moss  below.  The  fungus  is  , 
not  known  to  live  in  the  levels  of  a  sphagnum  bog 
where  peat  forms.  Harvesters  of  horticultural  peat  moss 
remove  the  top  few  inches  of  the  live  sphagnum  moss  | 
and  only  harvest  the  peat  from  the  lower  layer. 

“Living”  sphagnum  moss  is  used  in  the  floral  industry  | 
to  make  wreaths  and  to  line  hanging  baskets.  Workers  ' 
in  that  industry  have  been  warned  to  protect  themselves  , 
with  gloves  and  heavy  clothing  to  avoid  puncture 
wounds  or  scrapes.  Gardeners  wishing  to  use  sphagnum 
moss  to  create  their  own  baskets  or  for  other  uses  should 
simply  follow  the  same  advice:  Wear  gloves  and  long  | 
sleeves  to  prevent  coming  into  contact  with  the  dried  ' 
moss.  No  similar  warning  appears  on  Material  Safety  j 
Data  Sheets  (MSDS)  for  handling  sphagnum  peat  moss. 

Gardeners  worldwide  use  sphagnum  peat  moss  as  a 
soil  amendment  because  its  unique  cell  structure  enables 
peat  to: 

•  Aerate  plant  roots  by  loosening  heavy  clay  soils; 

•  Add  body  to  sandy  soil;  and 

•  Save  water  by  absorbing  and  holding  moisture. 

Peat  moss  is  not  only  effective, 
it’s  organic  and  safe  to  use. 
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Solving  The  Mystery  of  Botiytis 

Blossom  Blight 

by  Kent  and  Joyce  Stork 


Numbers  of  African  violet  growers  across  the  country 
and  even  in  Australia  have  been  reporting  cases  of  a 
disease  which  strikes  unexpectedly  and  leaves  newly- 
opened  blossoms  stripped  of  color.  It  looks  a  little  like 
powdery  mildew  on  the  blossom,  but  it  is  inside  the 
blossom  and  cannot  be  brushed  away.  This  has  been 
identified  as  the  disease  of  botrytis  blossom  blight  (BBB) . 

The  fact  that  previously  it  has  not  been  a  prevalent 
problem  has  made  it  a  mystery  disease  to  many 
experienced  growers.  We  have  been  battling  sporadic 
minor  infestations  in  our  violets,  and  got  hit  with  a 
particularly  bad  outbreak  this  past  year,  after  all  the  rains 
in  the  central  United  States  led  to  abnormally  high 
fungus  levels  in  outdoor  vegetation.  When  we  first  saw 
the  occasional  sick  plant,  we  could  find  no  written 
information  that  could  give  us  any  help  in  identifying  the 
problem.  Only  after  sending  a  plant  in  to  our  state 
Department  of  Agriculture  were  we  able  to  find  out  what 
exactly  was  attacking  our  violets. 

First  of  all,  botrytis  blossom  blight  is  a  fungus  that 
thrives  in  high  humidity  and  particularly  in  areas  where 
it  is  possible  for  moisture  to  condense  on  plant  surfaces 
as  the  air  temperature  drops.  Botrytis  spores  will  settle 
onto  these  moist  plant  surfaces  and  begin  to  grow.  The 
usual  preventatives  for  fungal  diseases  should  be 
followed:  1)  keep  air  moving  to  mix  warm  and  cool  air 
(and  avoid  cool  damp  pockets  of  air);  2)  keep  air  space 
between  plants  so  that  moving  air  can  travel  into  all 
areas;  3)  maintain  sanitary  conditions  by  cleaning 
growing  areas  and  pots  with  bleach  or  anti-fungal 
solutions;  and  4)  avoid  significant  nighttime  temperature 
drops.  This  cannot  eliminate  BBB  but  it  will  provide  less 
favorable  circumstances  for  its  spread.  The  botrytis  group 
of  fungi  is  particularly  capable  of  explosive  growth  and 
rapid  infestation  when  the  right  conditions  are  present. 

Spring  and  fall  are  the  most  common  seasons  for  any 
fungus  to  spread.  This  is  because  there  are  significant 
changes  in  temperature  from  daytime  to  nighttime. 
Growers  often  try  to  save  money  by  not  using  furnaces 
and/or  air  conditioners  during  this  time.  Rainy  weather  or 
damp  conditions  during  this  time  can  provide  perfect  air 
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moisture.  It  is  imperative  that  growers  use  the  above  listed 
methods  to  counteract  fungal  growth  during  this  time! 

BBB  is  a  specialized  fungus  that  tends  to  invade  the 
plant  tissue  and  seems  to  focus  primarily  on  new  growth 
(the  center  crown  and  blossom  stems).  In  early  stages, 
plant  foliage  will  look  quite  normal,  but  as  buds  open,  the 
blossom  color  will  appear  dull  and  grayish,  as  if 
something  has  sucked  or  stripped  the  color  away.  This 
can  be  particularly  disheartening  when  preparing  African 
violets  for  show.  Disbudded  plants  may  be  apparently 
healthy  until  the  blossoms  open,  revealing  that  this 
serious  and  frustrating  disease  is  present. 

In  more  advanced  stages,  the  fungus  is  evidenced  also 
by  damage  to  the  center  growth  of  the  crown.  The  center 
leaves  may  take  on  a  lighter  gray/green/yellow  tone  and 
are  often  small  and  stunted.  An  experienced  eye  will 
learn  to  recognize  this  signal  even  before  young  diseased 
plants  begin  blooming. 

Unfortunately,  this  is  one  disease  in  African  violets  on 
which  little  research  seems  to  have  been  done;  it  is 
therefore  difficult  to  find  much  information  on  how  to 
treat  BBB  once  it  manifests  itself  in  your  plants.  One 
control  that  has  been  found  listed  to  target  this  fungus  is 
the  chemical  contained  in  Daconil,  which  operates  as  a 
contact  fungicide.  A  contact  fungicide  does  not  have  any 
appreciable  residual  effect,  so  it  must  be  consistently 
applied  at  regular  intervals  when  plants  are  at  risk.  More 
common  fungicides  used  to  treat  powdery  mildew  are  not 
effective.  Daconil  is  widely  available  and  can  often  be 
found  in  garden  centers.  A  systemic  fungicide  called 
Domain  is  effective  as  a  preventative  or  as  a  curative.  It 
works  well,  but  it  also  is  expensive  and,  at  this  point  in 
time,  is  limited  in  use  to  commercial  growing  operations. 

While  one  application  of  Daconil  may  seem  to  be 
effective  for  mild  cases  of  BBB,  it  is  wise  to  spray  weekly 
over  a  period  of  several  weeks,  and  then  every  couple  of 
months  as  a  preventative  thereafter.  Spot  treating  is 
probably  not  the  best  action  to  take,  but  rather  spraying 
your  entire  collection  would  be  the  safest  measure. 
Remember  that  the  BBB  spores  could  be  floating  through 
the  air  and  settling  almost  anywhere. 

(Continued  page  39) 
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Ness* 

Midnight  Fantasy 

Hybridized  and  Grown  By: 

Don  and  Jean  Ness 


Persian  Doll 

Lyndon  Lyon  Display  liable 
1994  National  AVSA  Show 

Hybridizer: 

S.  Sorano 
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Little  Katherine 

Best  of  the  White  or  Blue  Class 
with  Green  Foliage 

1994  AVSA  National  Show 

Exhibited  By: 

Kathy  Lahti 

Hybridizer: 

Annabelle  Hart 


Brazos  Belle 

Best  Miniature  Trailer  in  Show 
1994  AVSA  National  Show 

Entered  By: 

Dolores  Gibbs 

Hybridizer: 

Linda  Ray 
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A  famitu  Portrait 


Georgene  Albrecht 
101  Oak  Heights  Drive 
Oakdale.  PA  15071 


Nautilocalyx  pemphidius 


Our  exotic  gesneriad  (guess-NAIR-ee-ad)  is  a  recently 
discovered  species  from  Venezuela.  Nautilocalyx 
pemphidius  (naw-tih-low-KAY-licks  pem-FIH-dee-us) 
grows  well  in  a  terrarium.  The  white  blooms  are  rather 
insignificant  compared  to  the  heavily  textured  bronze 
foliage.  Growth  habit  is  rosette  but  it  tends  to  be  multiple 
crowned,  even  without  pinching. 

This  plant  needs  more  light,  about  1000  to  1200  ftcs, 
than  other  Nautilocalyx  in  my  collection.  My  fluorescent 
tubes  aged  rather  quickly  and  my  plant  became 
leggy  and  lost  its  dark  leaf  coloring.  There  is  a 
small  plant  growing  about  six  inches  from 
the  main  stem;  maybe  a  seedling  or  a 
runner.  Upon  closer  inspection,  this  is  a 
plantlet  from  a  leaf  that  touched  the  soil. 

Propagation  is  best  by  taking  root 
cuttings  and  placing  them  in  a  very  light 
vermiculite,  perlite,  moss  medium.  As 
with  other  Nautilocalyx,  no  tuber  was 
evident  in  the  soil  even  though  the  plant  is 
over  a  year  old. 

Pro-mix  with  chunks  of  whole  sphagnum  moss  was 
my  growing  medium.  Any  balanced  fertilizer  is  fine.  To 
exhibit  the  plant,  you  will  need  a  large  terrarium 
because  the  leaves  are  long  and  prone  to  rot  where  they 
touch  the  glass.  Judges  should  accept  single  or  multiple 
growths.  The  foliage  is  so  textured  that  it  will  probably 
be  shown  as  an  ornamental  foliage  and  as  a  blooming 
specimen.  The  flowers  are  not  long-lived  so  be  sure  to 
remove  them  as  their  decay  may  cause  rot. 

Sources  are  Belisle’s  Violet  House,  P.  0.  Box  111,  Rad- 
isson,  WI  54867-0111  or  Coda  Gardens,  P.  0.  Box  8417, 
Fredericksburg,  VA  22404. 


TO  BE  OR  NOT 

To  be  or  not  to  be  ...  covered.  There  continues  to  be 
controversy  regarding  container  grown  gesneriads.  On 
page  6 1  of  our  Judges  Handbook,  it  states  that  any  plant 
can  be  shown  covered.  This  is  almost  a  necessity  for 
plants  that  love  humidity  such  as  Episcia  ‘Cleopatra’  and 
the  miniature  Sinningias.  Gesneriads  grown  out  of 
containers  in  high  humidity  will  collapse  when  moved  to 
the  dry,  hot  conditions  of  a  show  room.  Remember  that 
the  size  of  the  container  must  fit  the  plant;  leaves 
should  clear  the  sides  of  the  container.  I  concur 
with  our  Judges’  Chairman,  Bill  Foster,  that 
the  miniatures,  like  S.  pusilla  are  more 
beautiful  and  horticulturally  perfect  when 
grown  in  the  container.  In  our  AVSA 
convention  show  schedules,  we  are 
permitted  to  show  in  pot  or  growing  in  a 
container.  It  is  not  lovely  to  see  a  little  one 
swimming  in  a  sea  of  vermiculite  or  moss. 
Bill  does  not  want  to  make  iron-clad  rulings  on 
such  things.  Your  show  schedule  can  reflect  the 
needs  of  your  club  members  so  long  as  it  is  approved. 
We  want  to  make  it  easier  for  people  to  enter  plants  in 
our  shows.  Entries  should  look  beautiful  and  be  entered 
in  the  appropriate  size  of  container. 

It  is  much  more  of  a  challenge  to  grow  a  three  inch 
wide  sinningia  in  a  6-inch  glass  egg  than  to  plop  a  two- 
inch  pot  into  that  egg  and  add  material  to  hide  the  pot. 

MORE  DYNA-GRO 

I’ve  had  several  letters  about  Dyna-Gro.  By  the  way, 
if  you  want  an  answer  to  your  letter,  please  send  a  SASE 
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to  me.  Please  see  an  advertisement  on  page  49  of  our 
September,  1994  AVM  issue.  Call  800-DYNA-GRO  for 
complete  information.  Manufacturer  is  Dyna-Gro 
Corporation,  San  Fable,  CA  94806.  Watch  our  supplier 
advertisement  pages. 

SHOW  BIZ 

Our  local  Pittsburgh  Violet  Society  is  trying  to  encour¬ 
age  more  members  to  enter  more  artistic  arrangements. 
We  are  going  to  host  the  Mid-Atlantic  Violet  Society 
show  in  1995.  We  have  decided  to  have  a  “workshop” 
several  weeks  before  the  show  at  which  time  each 
designer  will  bring  his  ideas,  materials  and  staging. 
Several  of  our  members  are  learning  very  fast  and  in 
order  to  encourage  them  we  will  supply  unusual  line 
material  such  as  Kiwi  vine,  corkscrew  willow,  bamboo 
and  manzenita. 


We  have  already  distributed  a  list  of  things  to  collect 
well  ahead  of  time.  We  will  want  to  look  for  background 
materials  in  several  colors.  Basic  black  and  leaf  green 
remnants  from  fabric  stores  are  great  finds.  Wallpaper 
and  gift  wrap  rolls  of  earth  colors  will  provide  many 
backdrops. 

Flea  markets  and  garage  sales  offer  things  to  be  used 
as  bases  like  slate  slabs,  glass,  mirrors,  wood  slabs, 
placemats,  stained  glass,  enamelware,  ceramic  tile,  etc. 
We  can  also  use  Plexiglas,  tubing,  aluminum  clothes 
line,  springs,  metal  strips  and  mesh. 

Look  for  driftwood,  aged  tree  stumps,  lava  rock, 
deformed  twigs  and  twisted  stems.  Always  remember  that 
the  most  simple  use  of  unusual  material  or  the  most  unu¬ 
sual  use  of  the  simplest  material  will  wow  the  judges. 
Design  is  your  interpretation  on  a  theme  which  is  a 
representation  of  art  so  as  to  reveal  one’s  conception  of  it. 


Blossom  Blight  (Continued  from  page  35) 

Domain,  which  is  more  expensive,  is  fairly  new  on  the 
scene  and  it  seems  to  be  able  to  give  success  with 
extreme  infections  and  with  virulent  strains.  It  has  been 
limited  on  its  label  so  that  it  will  only  be  used  by 
experienced  commercial  operations.  It  has  proved  to  be 
an  extremely  valuable  fungicide  for  us,  and  a  side  benefit 
has  been  that  It  has  also  proved  to  be  an  excellent 
control  for  powdery  mildew. 

Whenever  using  chemicals,  be  cautious.  Read  labels 
carefully,  and  use  only  as  directed.  Severely  infected 
plants  should  most  likely  be  disposed  of  since  a  complete 
and  total  cure  for  these  plants  may  be  difficult  to  achieve. 
When  disposing  of  these  plants  try  to  handle  them  as 
gently  as  possible  so  as  not  to  shake  the  microscopic 
botrytis  spores  all  about.  Along  with  treating  the  plants, 
one  should  also  keep  the  growing  area  as  clean  as 
possible,  taking  time  to  wash  and  disinfect  surfaces. 


After  BBB  has  been  brought  under  control,  keep  in 
mind  that,  as  with  all  fungi,  once  the  spores  are  present 
in  the  growing  area,  the  disease  will  continue  to  reoccur 
now  and  then.  Since  violet  growers  often  share  plants 
and  transport  them  to  common  show  sites,  it  is  easy  to 
spread  the  disease  unintentionally.  Wise  growers  will  be 
on  the  lookout  for  the  disease  if  anyone  in  the  area  is 
reporting  it. 

Since  detailed  research  information  does  not  seem  to 
be  available,  and  we  ourselves  do  not  have  the  skills  to 
test  such  theories,  we  can  only  say  that  the  possibility 
does  exist  that  BBB  could  also  be  spread  by  pests  like 
fungus  gnats,  cyclamen  mites,  or  thrips.  So  it  could  well 
be  that  the  effective  control  of  pests  could  also  help 
prevent  the  spread  of  botrytis  blossom  blight. 

The  mystery  of  BBB  can  be  solved.  Armed  with  a 
watchful  eye,  persistence  and  the  proper  fungicide,  any 
violet  grower  can  bring  the  problem  under  control,  and 
get  back  to  growing  beautiful  healthy  plants. 


Attention:  AVSA 


MEMBERS 

The  Judges  Breakfast  and  workshop  is  now  open  to  all 
AVSA  members,  not  just  JUDGES.  If  you  are  considering 
taking  the  judges  exam  or  just  want  to  gain  insight  on 
judging  practices,  come  have  breakfast  with  us. 

Bill  Foster 

and  Judges  Chairman 


,  AFFILIATES 
Future  Convention  Meeting 
Thursday,  May  25,  1995  -  5pm  to  6pm 
Please  plan  to  attend  this  important  meeting  if  your 
group  is  considering  extending  AVSA  an  invitation  for  a 
national  convention  or  if  you  have  a  convention  which 
has  already  been  scheduled. 

Refer  to  your  souvenir  book  for  time  and  place 

Anne  Miller,  AVSA  Convention  Chairman 
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A  TRrouTE  TO  Ruth  Carey 

Susan  Hapner  •  Chesterfield,  MO 


It’s  true  that  every  violet  grower  has  a  story  or  two  to 
tell.  The  longer  you  grow  violets,  the  more  it  seems, 
there  is  to  relate.  The  following  incident  is  certainly  my 
most  recent  and  most  “intriguing”  violet  tale. 

I  have  been  growing  violets  since  my  first  daughter, 
Kara,  was  a  year  old  (1974).  One  of  my  very  favorite 
plants,  both  then  and  still  today,  is  Tlnari’s  1968  hybrid, 
Ruth  Carey.  She  is  described  in  the  Master  Variety  List  as 
semi  double  peach  pink,  ruffled,  and  has  quilted  wavy 
foliage.  In  the  late  70’s  and  early  80’s,  I  grew  some 
beautiful  top  winning  Ruth  Carey  show  plants.  I  was  so 
thrilled,  and  always  took  extra  special  care  of  my  Ruth 
Careys.  The  80’s  became  rather  overwhelming  with 
child  rearing,  working,  car  pooling,  meetings,  running  a 
family  owned  business,  taking  care  of  others...  you 
know;  we’ve  all  been  there!  Sometimes  during  those 
hectic  years,  my  plants,  even  though  they  kept  crying 
out  for  help,  faced  a  rather  trying  time;  they  were  ever 
so  grateful  just  to  be  watered.  Repotting,  special 
attention,  good  grooming,  and  winning  special  show 
awards  somehow  got  lost  during  that  time,  along  with 
my  Ruth  Careys. 

1990  arrived,  and  there  was  a  revitalization  at  our 
household.  We  moved,  and  my  plants  really  loved  our 
new  house.  In  1992,  I  found  a  Ruth  Carey  at  a  plant 
sale  and  decided  it  was  time  to  get  her  back  growing  on 
my  shelves  again.  I  had  been  grooming  her  carefully  in 
anticipation  of  our  May  1994  Saint  Louis  Spring  Show. 
One  day,  early  in  March,  as  I  was  doing  my  morning 
routine  before  rushing  out  of  the  house,  I  heard  a  loud 
noise  - 1  took  a  quick  look  throughout  the  house,  but  did 
not  discover  what  had  happened.  I  went  off  to  work, 
came  home  late  that  afternoon,  and  went  right  to  my 
violet  room  to  enjoy  my  beautiful  plants.  I  soon 
discovered,  to  my  horror,  what  that  fateful  noise  had 
been.  My  youngest  daughter,  Mandy,  came  running  at 
the  sound  of  my  very  loud  and  horrified  shriek!  Ruth 
Carey  was  supporting  a  4  foot  light  fixture  that  had 
somehow  come  unattached,  while  the  minis  at  the  other 
end  of  the  shelf  had  felt  immediate  destruction  from  the 
weight  of  that  monster  fixture.  With  a  great  deal  of 


hesitation  to  even  see  what  the  damages  would  be,  we 
removed  the  enemy.  I  always  knew  the  resiliency  factor  I 
was  strong,  but  Ruth  Carey  really  proved  herself  this  . 
time!  Unbelievably,  not  one  single  leaf  cracked  or  broke, 
but  the  entire  crown  had  been  totally  destroyed.  After  a  i 
few  moments  of  coming  close  to  tears,  I  regrettably 
started  taking  out  the  mangled  leaves  from  the  crown.  ! 
For  weeks  afterward,  whenever  I  would  come  to  see 
how  she  was  getting  along,  I  would  feel  a  little  tug  at 
my  heart  -  after  all,  she  had  grown  to  18  inches  in 
diameter,  and  was  ready  to  bloom  heavily  just  in  time 
for  our  show.  I  watched  with  renewed  anticipation  to  see  , 
what  would  happen.  Several  weeks  of  heavy  suckering  i 
around  the  crown  occurred.  I  faithfully  removed  any  ^ 
growth,  and  soon  saw  that  her  crown  was  beginning  to  | 
grow  back  in.  I  watched  her  day  to  day  recuperation. 

As  I  write  this  article,  it  is  the  middle  of  June,  and  I 
am  thrilled  to  report  that  Ruth  Carey  has  made  a  total  j 
recovery.  She  has  grown  to  a  span  of  almost  20  inches, 
and  she  proudly  is  boasting  about  50  blooms!  What  a 
lesson  in  determination  and  stamina.  I  am  planning  to 
exhibit  this  amazing  plant  in  our  Missouri  Valley  Show  ^ 
in  October.  I  will  be  checking  my  light  fixtures  -  that’s  ; 
for  sure! 
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who  Was  Ruth  Carey? 

In  1986,  Ruth  Carey  was  posthumously  inducted  into  the  AVS A  Hall  of  Fame. 


It  is  difficult  to  put  into  words  the  many 
contributions  made  by  Ruth  Carey  to  the  African 
Violet  Society  of  America.  She  held  every  office  in  the 
Society  except  Treasurer,  beginning  with  Secretary  in 
1954.  She  continued  to  advance  from  Second  Vice 
President,  First  Vice  President  and  served  two  years 
as  President  beginning  in  1961. 

Ruth  is  most  remembered  as  the  author  and 
founder  of  our  AVSA  judging  system,  drawing  on  her 
experience  as  a  National  Council  of  Garden  Clubs 
Master  Judge.  She  established  and  perfected  our  rules 
for  shows  and  judges,  even  while  serving  in  other 
official  capacities.  For  many  years  she  was  the  only 
teacher  of  judging  schools. 

She  retired  in  1981  as  Chairman  of  the  Shows  and 
Judges  Committee,  but  continued  to  work  tirelessly  for 
AVSA  through  this  committee,  processing  judging 
schools,  keeping  records  of  all  judges  and  teachers 


and  issuing  all  judges  cards.  In  1984  she  finally 
relinquished  all  duties  for  her  beloved  Society. 

Ruth  wrote  the  first  “African  Violet  Handbook  for 
Judges  and  Exhibitors”  and  subsequently  wrote  or 
participated  in  the  writing  of  eight  revised  editions. 
She  graciously  transferred  her  copyright  on  this 
handbook  to  AVSA,  prior  to  the  publication  of  the 
1981  edition. 

She  was  an  Honorary  Life  Member  of  AVSA  as 
well  as  the  recipient  of  numerous  other  awards.  She 
was  a  lady  of  dignity  and  character,  gracious  in  her 
approach  to  life,  fair  in  her  approach  to  judging, 
always  teaching,  and  always  improving  ways  of 
judging  African  violets.  Her  sense  of  humor  and  her 
charming  manner  characterized  Ruth  Carey  to  those 
who  knew  her  as  a  friend. 

Reprinted from  July  1986  AVM 
by  Anne  Tinari  and  Emilie  Savage 


AfSA  MOST  WANTED  LIST 


Marilyn  Goldstein 

Barbara  Elkin 

1001  Diplomat  Parkway 

August 

2855  Gayle  Ln. 

Hollywood,  FL  33019 

Auburn,  CA  95602 

Alice  Marie 

Cinderella’s  Slipper 

Lynn 

Rhapsodic  Venus 

Amy  Harris 

Cordelia 

Manhatten 

Rococo  Pink 

Anne  Slocomb 

Country  Lilacs 

Miriam  Steele 

Royal  Wasp 

Ashes  of  Roses 

Dallas  Pride 

Monaco 

Sea  Grape 

Ballet  Anna 

Dates  Drucilla 

Nymph  Fly 

Sea  Queen 

Ballet  Candy 

Dingbat 

Old  Blue  Eyes  (Mendoza) 

Shady  Lady 

Black  Friar 

Fire  and  Brimstone 

Parisiene 

Silver  Crest 

Blue  Boquet 

Frosted  Redhead 

Pay  Dirt 

Silver  Lining 

Blue  Girl 

Georgette 

Pigmy 

Sparkle  Plenty 

Blue  Nymph  (Standard) 

Gorgeous  One 

Pink  Beauty 

Sunset  Trail 

Bryan’s  Song 

Gr’s  Blue  Fashionaire 

Pink  Blueberry 

Star  of  India 

Burgandy  Wasp 

Gr’s  Blue  Tempest 

Pink  Endive 

Unpredictable 

Calico  Blue  Trail 

Half  and  Half 

Pink  Fly 

Wham  Bang 

Calico  Wasp 

Hood  Wink 

Pink  Wasp 

Whif-O-Green 

California  Cascade 

Hot  Touch 

Pip  Squeek 

White  Lady 

Candy  Lips  Improved 

Jealous  Pink 

Pixie  Charm 

Winter  Gold 

Celery 

Lunar  Lily 

Polly  Doodle 

Winter  Grape 

Christmas  Holly 

Luxury 

Purple  Crest 

Yellow  Brown  Girl 
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Convention  Tours 


Tour  #1 

Monday,  May  22,  1995 
Leave:  8:30  a.m. 
Return:  4:30  p.m. 

THE  VILLAGE  OF 
ST.  GENEVIEVE,  MO. 

The  Village  of  St.  Genevieve, 
Mo.,  located  on  the  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  just  an  hour  from 
St.  Louis,  provides  the  visitor 
with  a  wonderful  glimpse  into 
an  historic  European  town  and 
the  oldest  permanent  settle¬ 
ment  in  the  state. 

Established  between  1725 
and  1750,  this  village  still 
retains  many  excellent  examples  of  French  Colonial 
vertical  log  homes.  Later,  the  immigrants  from  southern 
Germany  erected  their  brick  step-gabled  homes  and 
business  structures  into  this  colonial  town.  Thus,  we 
have  an  18th  and  I9th  century  village  in  which  to  take 
our  guided  tour. 

Stops  on  our  tour  will  include  the  Maison  Guibourd- 
Valle  House,  built  about  1784,  it  has  been  handsomely 
restored  and  elegantly  furnished.  The  Felix  Valle  House 
Historic  Site,  built  in  1818,  is  a  Federal-style  limestone 
building  featuring  the  authentically  restored  mercantile 
store  and  a  charming  garden.  The  Bolduc  House,  built  in 
1770,  is  regarded  as  the  first,  most  authentically 
restored  creole  house  in  the  nation.  Accurately  restored 
with  original  18th  century  furnishings,  a  stockade  fence, 
frontier  kitchen  and  an  18th  century  culinary  and 
medicinal  garden  await  you. 

After  this  wonderful  guided  tour  you  are  free  to  enjoy 
lunch  on  your  own  in  one  of  10  interesting  and 
different  restaurants  located  nearby.  Then,  you  can 
enjoy  other  restored  homes  and  gardens  or  visit  the 
many  craft,  gift,  and  antique  stores. 

So,  come  with  us  and  step  back  in  history  to  a  town 
that  has  stood  still  for  years  awaiting  your  visit. 


Tour  #2 

Monday,  May  22,  1995 
Leave:  8:30  a.m. 
Return:  4:30  p.m. 


Visit  Historic 

Ste.  Genevieve 

MISSOUBI 


West  th@  Mississippi 


CKUECH  OF  STE.  GENEVIEVE 

Feund«d  in  im 


Tourist  l2sf®rmation  Office 

€6  South  Mein 

Sta.  Gansviavs.  Missouri  63670 
Phona:  S14^€S-?03? 

-  Ffidsy  S.-OO  •  3.V0 
S  SiiKlsy  9.t»  ■  4 


Elsah, 

Pere  Marquette  Lodge, 
Alton  and  River  Countryside 

I 

The  entire  Village  of  Elsah  is  in  the  National  Register  ; 
with  90%  of  the  buildings  erected  between  1850  and  | 
1890.  You’ll  discover  a  picturesque  landscape,  quaint  ; 
stone  cottages,  winding,  flower-lined  streets,  and  an  j' 
incredible  view  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.  j 

We  will  enjoy  a  guided  walking  tour,  beginning  with  | 
the  Elsah  Methodist  Church,  erected  in  1874,  then  we  I 
will  stroll  through  the  Village,  stopping  as  our  guide  tells  ’ 
us  about  this  lovely  town.  You  will  have  a  few  minutes  [ 
on  your  own  to  view  cottage  gardens,  enter  a  few  shops  ; 
or  maybe  grab  a  snack  at  the  Elsah  Landing  Bakery.  { 
Next,  we  will  travel  to  Pere  Marquette  State  Park.  We  ' 
will  have  a  tour  and  a  wonderful  banquet  lunch  in  the  i 
rustic  lodge  with  its  700  ton  stone  fireplace  and  wood 
beamed  great  room.  You  will  have  time  to  explore  the  ^ 
lodge  or  walk  around  the  area  and  enjoy  the  wonderful  ! 
trees,  grounds,  or  sit  on  the  porch  and  watch  the  mighty  j 
Mississippi  roll  by.  ' 

Our  final  stop  will  be  in  the  unique  town  of  Alton. 
Located  on  the  northside  of  the  Mississippi  with  its  ’ 
beautiful  natural  harbor,  jutting  bluffs,  and  serene  vistas,  i 
you  can  relax,  take  a  few  pictures,  or  visit  the  wonderful 
antique  shops,  the  25  store  Old  Post  Office  Mall,  and 
other  Victorian  speciality  emporiums.  j 

On  this  day,  you  can  journey  into  our  past,  visit  ' 
unique  and  different  shops,  have  a  great  meal  and  view"  j 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  river  country  in  the  U.S.  Be  ; 
sure  to  wear  those  comfortable  walking  shoes.  Meal  will  ,  i 
include  Yankee  pot  roast,  family  style  mashed  potatoes,  ' , 
chef’s  vegetable,  hot  rolls,  peach  cobbler,  coffee  or  tea. 


Tour  #3  : 
Tuesday,  May  23,  1995  | 
Leave:  8:30  a.m.  ! 
Return:  12:45  p.m.  ' 

Special  St.  Louis  City  Tour, 
Fox  Theatre,  i 
St.  Louis  Cathedral,  ; 
and  other  points  of  interest.  | 

This  tour  was  designed  as  a  j 
half-day  excursion  so  those  ! 
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with  afternoon  committee  meetings  could  see  some 
areas  of  this  beautiful  city  and  still  have  time  for  lunch 
and  to  attend  the  scheduled  meetings. 

Upon  leaving  our  hotel,  we  will  travel  through  the 
downtown  St.  Louis  area  on  our  way  to  the  Fox  Theatre. 
The  “Fabulous  Fox”,  opened  in  1929  and  was  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  most  stunning  movie  palaces  ever 
built.  Now  fully  restored  to  it’s  original  resplendent 
Siamese-Byzantine  decor,  we  will  tour  the  entire  theatre, 
including  “Backstage”. 

Our  next  stop  will  be  the  St.  Louis  Cathedral  which 
was  completed  in  1907.  This  imposing  edifice  combines 
the  best  features  of  Byzantine  and  Romanesque  archi¬ 
tecture  and  boasts  the  largest  collection  of  mosaics  in  the 
world.  Some  8,000  different  shades  of  color  and  approx¬ 
imately  145,000,000  pieces  of  stone  and  glass  have 
been  incorporated  in  these  mosaics — A  must  see!  We 
will  have  knowledgeable  guides  to  answer  your  ques¬ 
tions  and  show  you  all  the  wonders  of  this  structure. 

A  return  drive  through  some  other  interesting  areas  of 
the  city  and  you  will  be  back  at  the  hotel  for  your  lunch 
and  meetings. 

NOTE:  If  there  is  a  funeral  at  the  Cathedral,  we  will  go 
to  the  Central  West  End  for  lunch  and  shopping  at  11:00 
a.m.  We  will  leave  about  1:15  p.m.  as  the  committee 
meetings  start  at  2:00  p.m. 

Tour  #4 
Tuesday  May  23,  1995 
Leave:  8:30  a.m. 
Return:  5:15  p.m. 

Daniel  Boone  Home, 
Augusta  Wine  Country 
and  Washington,  Mo, 

Take  an  exciting,  educa¬ 
tional,  and  historical  trip  back 
through  time  to  the  days  of 
Daniel  Boone.  Visit  the  Boone 
home  and  view  authentic  items  that  were  owned  and 
used  daily  by  the  frontier  family  in  the  early  1880’s. 

The  four  story  Georgian-style  structure  stands  on  an 
enchanting  wooded  hillside.  The  home  was  begun  in 
1803  and  completed  in  1810.  This  house  was  home  to 
Daniel  until  his  death  in  1820. 

Next,  we  will  journey  to  Augusta  Mo.,  to  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Winery.  We  will  tour  this  historic  winery  from 
the  elegantly  restored  buildings,  to  the  original 
underground  cellars  that  have  housed  Mt.  Pleasant’s 
award  winning  wines  since  the  1880’s.  Of  course,  there 
will  be  the  opportunity  for  some  wine  tasting.  Also, 
there  is  a  shop  where  you  may  purchase  the  wines  of 


Augusta,  Missouri 


your  choice  or  some  excellent  Missouri  cheeses, 
sausages,  fresh  fruit,  homemade  bread  or  other  gifts. 

After  a  short  journey,  our  next  stop  will  be  the 
Ebenezer  United  Church  of  Christ  where  the  ladies  of  the 
church  will  have  prepared  a  home  cooked  meal  for  us: 
chicken,  vegetables,  rolls,  dessert,  and  beverage. 

Once  we  are  full  and  refreshed  we  will  travel  on  to  the 
Washington,  Mo.  Riverfront  Park.  Here,  you  can  enjoy  a 
beautiful  view  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  rest  a  while, 
or  walk  over  to  the  many  interesting  shops  for  a  few 
more  of  those  special  gifts  and  keepsakes.  Washington  is 
also  home  of  the  Missouri  Meerschaum  Co.  where  you 
might  purchase  a  special  corn  cobb  pipe.  As  you  can 
see,  this  trip  has  a  little  bit  of  everything  for  everyone. 


THE  Tour  #5 

BISSELL  Tuesday  May  23,  1995 

MANSION  Leave:  6:45  p.m. 

PRESENTS  Return:  10:15  p.m. 

The  Bissell  Mansion 
Mystery  Dinner  Theatre 

This  beautiful  stone  and 
brick  mansion  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  St.  Louis,  and  is 
full  of  deep,  dark  secrets. 
But  -  we  are  here  for  a 
party,  right? 

You  will  meet  many 
very  important  people  - 
famous,  unusual,  funny, 
beautiful,  strange  -  and  of 
course  YOU! 

Become  entangled  in  a  mysterious  web;  jealousy  - 
deception  -  intrigue.  Get  involved  or  just  sit  back  and 
watch  the  mystery  unfold:  your  option.  It’s  a  FUN  PARTY 
but  suddenly  someone  is  found  dead  -  VERY  DEAD! 

A  detective  arrives.  An  investigation  begins.  There 
are  lies  and  accusations!  The  truth  must  come  out!  Is  the 
murderer  to  your  left,  maybe  to  your  right,  or  maybe, 
just  maybe  it  is  YOU! 

This  truly  will  be  an  entertaining  evening  of  great 
mystery  and  fun. 

Oh,  by  the  way,  there  is  also  included  a  delicious  5 
course  dinner  with  hot  and  cold  appetizers,  soup,  salad, 
entree,  vegetables,  dessert,  wine  (three  glasses),  coffee 
and  tea.  The  entree  of  either  beef,  chicken  or  fish  is  your 
choice  the  night  of  our  visit. 

P.S.  Maybe  you  can  be  the  one  to  solve  the  mystery 
and  if  so  a  prize  may  be  in  store.  DON’T  MISS  THIS 
SPECIAL  EVENING. 


MIJMILEIR 

ANVUMIEf 

A  TOTALLY  NEW 
CONCEPT 
IN  AUDIENCE 
PARTICIPATION 
COMEDY 

MURDER  MYSTERIES 


4426  RANDALL  PLACE 
ST.  LOUIS,  MO.  63107 
314-533-9830 
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Tour  #6 

Wednesday  May  24,  1995 

Leave:  8:30  a.m. 
Return:  5:30  p.m. 

Anheuser-Busch  Brewery  Tour, 
DeMenil  Mansion 
or  Campbell  House,  and 
Union  Station  Shopping  Spree 

Our  tour  begins  with  a  drive  through  the  historic 
Soulard  area  and  the  oldest  farmer’s  market  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  which  has  been  in  operation  since  1779. 

The  brewery  tour  starts  at  Corporate  Center  and 
continues  to  the  Budweiser  Clydesdale  stables,  which 
were  built  in  1885  and  are  a  national  historic  landmark. 
We  will  also  see  the  famous  beechwood  aging  tanks  and 
bottling  and  packing  areas,  then  stop  for  a  free  sample 
of  the  brewers  art,  a  soft  drink,  or  a  stroll  into  the  gift 
shop. 

Next  we  will  visit  either  The  Chatillon-DeMenil 
Mansion  or  The  Campbell  House. 

The  DeMenil  Mansion,  an  antebellum  mansion  of  the 
Greek  Revival  style,  is  filled  with  beautiful  period 
furnishings  and  is  one  of  the  most  elegantly  restored 
homes  in  the  area. 

The  Campbell  House,  at  #20  Lucas  Place,  which 
became  one  of  the  most  exclusive  residential  streets  in 
St.  Louis,  is  also  filled  with  authentic  period  furniture  of 
the  1880’s. 

St.  Louis  Union  Station,  built  100  years  ago,  was 
once  the  world’s  largest  and  busiest  railroad  terminal. 
The  dramatically  restored  station  offers  a  wondrous 
selection  of  restaurants,  shops,  a  hotel,  and  even  a  lake 
-  all  under  one  magnificent  roof 

Enjoy  lunch  on  your  own  and  shopping  in  the 
hundreds  of  unique  shops. 

A  day  of  history,  elegance,  restoration,  fine  food  and 
shopping,  and  only  for  a  small  fee  and  a  couple  of  tired 
feet! 


St.  Louis 


Union  Station 


Historic 

St.  Charles  Missouri 


Tour  #7 
Wednesday 
May  24,  1995 
Leave:  8:20  a.m. 
Return:  3:30  p.m. 


Historic  St.  Charles,  Mo, 


St.  Charles,  Mo.  was  founded  in  1769  and  is  located 
on  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  River.  The  city  restored  and 


preserved  a  ten-block  Nationally  Registered  Historic 
district.  There,  you  will  find  brick  streets,  gas  lights, 
complete  and  unparalleled  unique  charm,  and  a  26- 
block  French  town  neighborhood. 

When  we  arrive,  our  coach  will  be  boarded  by  an 
informative,  costumed  guide  who  will  travel  with  us 
through  the  city  giving  us  an  overview  of  the  area. 

The  tour  will  include  the  First  Missouri  State  Capitol 
Historic  Site.  The  buildings  have  been  completely 
restored  and  furnished  as  they  appeared  from  1821- 
1826  when  the  legislature  met  in  St.  Charles.  Next,  we 
will  visit  the  Sacred  Heart  Academy,  the  site  of  the  first 
free  school  west  of  the  Mississippi.  A  shrine  was  built  in 
1952  to  honor  St.  Philippine  Duchesne,  the  founder  of 
the  academy.  St.  Philippine  was  canonized  on  July  3, 
1988,  making  her  the  4th  American  saint. 

Upon  completion  of  the  guided  tour,  you  will  be  on 
your  own  for  lunch  along  South  Main  Street.  In 
addition  to  a  number  of  restored  residences,  the  street 
has  also  become  home  to  a  multitude  of  unique  shops 
and  restaurants,  including  quilt  shops,  coffee  and  tea 
shops,  and  others  specializing  in  antiques,  Victorian  lace, 
freshly  made  fudge,  botanicals,  nature,  and  area  food 
and  products. 

A  visit  to  St.  Charles  is  one  that  you  will  remember 
fondly  for  a  lifetime. 


Tour  #8 

Wednesday  May  24, 1995 
Leave:  6:30  p.m. 
Return:  10:30  p.m. 

Dinner  Cruise  and 
Dixieland  Band 

“Come  on  along,  Come 
on  along,”  and  join  us  on  a 
Mark  Twain-era  sternwheel 
paddle  boat  as  we  cruise 
down  the  mighty  Missis¬ 
sippi  River. 

We  will  walk  the  short  distance  from  our  hotel  to 
board  the  beautiful  riverboat  on  the  St.  Louis  Levee. 
(Alternate  transportation  will  be  provided  for  those  in 
need  of  assistance) . 

Soon,  our  cruise  will  begin  and  we  will  be  treated  to  a 
full  prime  rib  dinner  served  at  your  table,  complete  with 
salad,  dessert  and  all  the  trimmings.  Enjoy  the  lively 
sounds  of  the  area’s  best  Dixieland  band  as  you 
experience  the  breathtaking  view  of  the  dramatically  lit 
St.  Louis  skyline. 


44  African  Violet  Magazine 


January  •  February  1995 


A  paddle  wheeled  boat,  Dixieland  music,  a  great 
meal,  beautiful  views  and  if  you  listen  you  can  almost 
hear  the  deckman  calling  out  the  depth  “Mark  Twain”. 

We  will  then  stroll  back  to  our  host  hotel  capping  off 
a  wonderful  evening. 

NOTE:  If  a  special  meal  is  medically  required,  this 
request  can  be  accommodated  if  we  are  notified  at  least 
7  days  prior  to  the  day  of  the  tour. 


Tour  #9 

Thursday  May  25,  1995 
Leave:  8:30  a.m. 
Return:  4:30  p.m. 


St.  Louis  Experience 
and  Special  City  Tour, 
Fox  Theatre, 
Jewel  Box  and 
Forest  Park, 
Central  West  End 
and  St.  Louis  Cathedral 


Upon  leaving  our  hotel,  we  will  travel  through 
downtown  St.  Louis  on  our  way  to  the  Fox  Theatre. 

The  “Fabulous  Fox”  as  it  is  more  commonly  called, 
opened  in  1929  and  was  considered  one  of  the  most 
stunning  movie  palaces  ever  built.  Now  fully  restored  to 
its  original  splendor  of  Siamese-Byzantine  decor,  we  will 
tour  from  backstage,  to  the  balconies,  so  wear  those 
comfortable  shoes. 

We  will  then  travel  to  The  Jewel  Box,  a  unique  floral 
conservatory  featuring  a  fabulous  rose  garden,  with 
special  displays  according  to  the  season.  The  Jewel  Box 
is  located  in  Forest  Park,  the  home  of  the  1904  World’s 
Fair.  We  will  see  the  original  Pavilion  as  well  as  the  Art 
Museum,  both  original  Fair  structures. 

From  Forest  Park,  our  scenic  drive  will  take  us  to  the 
Central  West  End,  which  is  a  lively,  cosmopolitan 
neighborhood  filled  with  sidewalk  cafes,  shops,  art 
galleries  and  is  located  amid  turn-of-the-century  retail 
and  residential  buildings.  Enjoy  lunch  on  your  own  at 
one  of  the  many  cafes  and  bistros.  Then  relax  or  stroll 
through  the  shops  and  galleries  in  the  area. 

After  lunch  we  will  drive  through  University  City, 
with  its  cosmopolitan  neighborhood  and  Washington 
University,  until  we  arrive  at  the  St.  Louis  Cathedral. 

The  St.  Louis  Cathedral  was  built  in  1907  and  this 
imposing  edifice  combines  the  best  features  of  Byzantine 
and  Romanesque  architecture  and  boasts  the  largest 
collection  of  mosaics  in  the  world.  A  huge  green-tiled 


dome  soars  227  feet  above  the  street,  while  the  interior 
of  the  Cathedral  is  impressive  and  nothing  less  than 
awe-inspiring.  Some  8,000  different  shades  and  colors 
and  approximately  145,000,000  pieces  of  stone  and 
glass  have  been  incorporated  in  the  mosaics  -  a  must 
see.  We  will  have  special  guides  to  explain  all  aspects  of 
the  Cathedral  for  you  and  will  leave  enough  time  for  you 
to  visit  the  gift  shop. 

Join  us  for  a  wonderful  city  tour  that  blends  all  the 
best  this  great  city  has  to  offer. 


Tour  #10 
Thursday  May  25,  1995 
Leave:  8:30  a.m. 
Return:  4:45  p.m. 

Grant’s  Farm  and 
Missouri  Botanical  Garden 

Grant’s  Farm,  the  281  acre  ancestral  home  of  the 
Busch  family,  remains  a  living  symbol  of  the  family’s 
life-long  love  of  animals  and  quality  environment.  A 
trackless  tram  allows  you  to  view  the  entire  grounds, 
with  stops  at  special  wildlife  areas,  Ulysses  S.  Grant’s 
cabin,  built  in  1856,  and  stops  at  the  bird  and  elephant 
shows.  You  may  also  want  to  meet  the  world-famous 
Clydesdales,  hand-feed  some  of  the  animals,  or  visit  one 
of  the  many  gift  shops  and  other  attractions. 

We  will  next  travel  to  the  Missouri  Botanical  Gardens, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  wonderful 
gardens  in  the  U.S.  Featured  are  the  Climatron,  the 
world’s  first  geodesic  domed  greenhouses,  and  the 
traditional  Japanese  garden,  which  is  the  largest  in 
America. 

This  National  Historic  Landmark,  covering  79  acres, 
was  first  opened  to  the  public  in  1859  and  is 
internationally  recognized  for  its  horticultural  displays 
and  beautifully  maintained  grounds. 

You  can  enjoy  lunch  on  your  own  in  the  cafeteria, 
visit  the  gift  shop,  or  stop  by  the  African  Violet  display. 
You  will  have  unlimited  use  uf  the  garden’s  tram  system 
which  allows  you  to  get  on  and  off  and  visit  those 
special  areas  of  the  garden  again  and  again. 

Grant’s  Farm,  Clydesdales,  Animal  Shows,  Shops, 
Botanical  gardens,  flowers-indoors  and  out,  what  a 
wonderful  and  delightful  day.  Come  on  along.  You  will 
be  sorry  if  you  miss  this  tour! 
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IT'S  COLO  OUTSIOE! 


But,  we’re  thinking  spring!! ...  and  so  will  you  when  you  browse  thru  our  1995 full 
color,  mail  order  catalog,  pondering  all  of  the  new  beauties  we  have  for  you. 

For  your  growing  pleasure,  we  are  offering: 

35  new  African  violet  hybrids  and  5  new  streptocarpus  hybrids. 

PLUS ...  new  chimeras,  yellows  &  ivorysl 
Send  $2.00  ($5.00  International)  for  your  copy  now  and  THINK  SPRING!! 

LYNDON  LYON  GREENHOUSES,  INC. 

14  Mutchler  Street,  Dept.  AV,  Dolgeville,  NY  13329 

^^Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1954 


LES  VIOLETTES  NATALIA 

P.O.  Box  206,  Beecher  Falls,  VT  05902-0206  USA 
1 24  ch.  Grapes,  Sawyervilie,  QC  JOB  3A0  Canada 

_ (819)  889-3235 _ 

Announcing 

WINTER  SHIPPING 
of  Tubers  and  Rhizomes  only 

97  tuberous  varieties  of  miniature,  compact,  microminiature  and  species  Sinningia 
33  Rhizomatous  varieties  of  Achimenes,  X  Achimenantha  and  X  Achicodonia 
49  Rhizomatous  varieties  of  Kohleria,  Smithiantha,  X  Smithicodonia, 

X  Niphimenes  and  Eucodonia 

Also  many  lesser  known  Gesneriads  available  as  rhizomes  or  tubers 

Greenhouse  open  Tuesday  thru  Sunday  10:00  to  5:00 
124  ch.  Grapes,  Sawyervilie,  Quebec 

50  page  catalog  U.S.  Et  Canada  $2.50  /  International  $5.00 

We  ship  internationally 
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JIM  WiLDMAN 

133  Rosemont  Drive 
Syracuse,  NY  1 3205 


Specializing  in  Minis  &  Trailers 

Shipping  April  1st  -  Oct.  15th 
African  Violet  Leaves  &  Related  Supplies 
15%  Off  Supplies,  Expires  March  31,  1995 

Send  $1 .00  for  list  -  $.50  credited  with  order 
Visitors  Welcome  By  Appointment 
Telephone  -  315-492-2562 


AWARD  WINNING  SUPER  SOIL  SUBSTANCE 

Soilless  Potting  Mix  Additive 

Used  by  1985-86-87-88-91-93-94  *  D.A.V.S.  Sweepstake  Winner 
Also  Queen  of  Show  85-87-89-91-92-93-94 
One  pound  bag  makes  6  gallons  potting  mix.  Now  you  can  make  your 
ovm  show  plant  mix!  Just  add  pound  bag  to  3-2-1  mix  (purchased 
locally),  mix  all  dry  ingredients  well,  add  1  gallon  water  and  start 
potting  the  next  day.  Nothing  else  to  buy!  Just  feed  your  plants  as 
usual  and  watch  the  results.  We  Guarantee!!! 

1  Pound  Trial  Bag  $4.45  -  Makes  6  gallons 

2  Pound  Bags  $7.90  -  Makes  12  gallons 

6  Pound  Bags  $19.95  -  Makes  36  gallons 

Add  $1 .00  per  order  for  shipping  and  handling 
Order  direct  from:  Violets  Galore  of  Georgia 

Shipped  UPS  Prepaid  8669  Lake  Drive  (Norris  Lake  Shores) 
(Allow  4  Weeks  For  Delivery)  Lithonia,  GA  30058 


That  Move 
Grow  Healthier  Plants! 


BETTER  THAN  OTHER  GROWING  SHELVES! 

W  The  RotoGro  features  shelves  that  move 
automaticaify  —  to  help  your  plants  use 
available  li^t  more  effidently. 

PLANTS  GROW  HEALTHIERJ 

W  By  rotating  your  plants  (one  complete 
rotation  every  two  hours!),  the  RotoGro 
improves  air  flow  around  your  plants 
and  gives  them  the  right  amount  of  light 
so  they  grow  strai^t  and  stocky. 

ADJUSTABLE  SHELF  HEIGHT 

W  Sturdy  removable  shelves  adjust  to  Jit 
growing  plants  and  make  potting  and 
transplanting  a  dnch. 

GROW  MORE  PLANTS  IN  LESS  SPACE! 

W  Ei^t  large  shelves  hold  up  to  J  76  four- 
inch  pots,  or  more  than  a  thousand 
seedlings!  But  the  RotoGro  takes  only  a 
few  feet  of  floor  space. 

GARDEN  INDOORS  WITH  EASE! 

W  The  RotoGro  lets  you  create  the  pe^ect 
indoor  growing  environment  ail  year 
long  using  natural  light  or  the  optional 
grow  li^ts. 


Intmducmg.,.  the 

RotoGro 

Professioaally  Designed  Growing 
Shelves  that  Rotate  Around  the  Light 


For  Free  Information,  Mail  Coupon 
or  CALL  TOLL  FREE 

1-800-880-2345 


WINTER  SALE! 


HwtllPllfl  SMpcnor  choice  for  year- 
limilfUl  U  round  indoor  garderimg! 

□  YES!  Please  rush  me  FREE  information  about  the  all-new 
RetoGm,  mcluding  the  Spedal  Winter  Sale,  and  30-Bay 
Rhk-Fim  (^sr! 


NAME 

ADDRESS  - 

riTY 

QTATP 

7IP 

Mail  to: 

30  Wri^t  Avenue,  Dept.  240!  SR,  litite,  PA  17S43 
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INDOOR  GARDENING  SUPPLIES 

P.  O.  Box  40567-AV  •  Detroit,  Ml  48240  •  Phone  (313)  426-9080 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 


♦  PLANT  TRAYS  4-  LIGHTED  STANDS  4- 
4-  METERS,  TIMERS  4-  PLANTLITES  4-  ACCESSORIES  4- 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $29.63  12  =  $51.88  24  =  $100.06 


G48PLA  $347.60 
W/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shelfs  w/8  Trays 
70H  X  27L  X  23D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID, 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX 
VISA,  MASTERCARD,  CHECKS  &  COD'S  ACCEPTED 

FREE  32  PAGE  CATALOG 


WP156AW  $22.00 
Window  Planter 
3  Trays,  12  Pots 
3  Pcs  Eggcrate, 
1 2  Wicks 


Air  Express  5  pack:  ^29.95 
Postpaid  to  48  states 
Alaska  &  Hawaii  add  $10.00 


Super 
Miniatures 


Receive  5  Little  Jewels®  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  Mini-WelR®^  reservoirs  are  included 
along  with  fertilizer.  These  minis  are  easy  to  grow! 

Teas  Nursery  Co.,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1603,  Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 

Teas  Catalog 
FREE  to  AVSA 

Light  tubes,  fertilizers,  violet  pots 
including  the  Dandy  PoKS)  plus 
orchids,  hibiscus,  plumerias, 
bromeliods,  and  supplies. 


1-800-446-7723 


Standards 


Minis 


Open  9-12  weekdays  or  call  for  appointment 
Send  ^  for  catalog 
4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27502 

919-362-0530  Fax  919-362-5822 


nBdi 


BEAUTIFUL 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


Assortments 
1 0  Standard 
10  Miniature 
10  Semiminiature 
10  Trailers 
10  Mixed 
10  mixes/ali  new 


Leaves 

6.95 

4.95 
4.95 

4.95 

5.95 

7.95 


Starters 

21.95 

17.95 
17.95 

17.95 

19.95 

24.95 


NO  MORE  DUPLICATE  PLANTS  OR  LEAVES 

We  are  now  offering  a  new  service  to  our  customers.  With  your  first  order,  send 
us  a  list  of  stock  numbers  from  our  catalogue  for  varieties  you  already  have,  or 
do  not  wish  to  receive.  Our  computer  will  automatically  exclude  these  varieties 
from  any  order  we  send  to  you,  including  assortments.  You  may  also  update 
your  list  of  stock  number  with  each  order.  We  can  only  provide  this  service 
through  the  use  of  our  stock  numbers-please  do  not  send  us  a  list  of  the  names 
of  your  plants.  Send  $1  for  our  catalogue,  or  receive  it  free  with  your  first 
purchase.  Pat's  choice  only  on  assortments.  With  each  $25  of  merchandise 
ordered,  including  supplies,  you  will  receive  a  FREE  YELLOW  OR  CHIMEFtA 
STARTER  PLANT.  Please  give  us  several  choices  for  your  free  plant.  We  will  honor 
your  request  if  possible.  Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $15  plus  shipping. 
Packing  and  shipping  $5  regular  UPS  or  $7  for  UPS  2nd  day  air  plus  .25  per 
plant  after  the  first  10  plants,  .10  per  leaf  after  the  first  10  leaves.  Make  checks 
payable  to:  DUNLAP  ENTERPRISES,  41 89  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO  63050 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 


JUST  ENOUGH  SiNNINGIAS 

Catalog  $2  (with  color  photos  $5) 
Make  check  payable  to  Patti  Schwindt, 
P.O.  Box  560493,  Orlando,  FL  32856. 


PLANT  STANDS 

Wooden  Fames  Unfinished  Holds  6  trays. 

Brochure/Color  Photo  $1 .00 
Dawn  Sparks,  1430  W.  Cato  Springs  Rd. 
Fayetteville,  AR  72701 
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African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 


ZOWIE! 

LOOK  AT  WHAT’S 
NEW  FOR  1995! 

Available  now  for  shipping 

only  from  Rob’s  Mini-o-lets 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


ROB’S  ALBATROSS:  Loads  of  huge  dbl.  stars  of  white  and  blue 
held  nicely  above  quilted,  med.  green  foliage;  striking  semimini 
ROB’S  CATCH  ME:  Fluffy  triple  blooms  of  deep  pink,  dotted 
throughout  w/dark  rose;  perfect  dark  foliage;  very  profuse  semimini 
ROB’S  CATERPILLAR:  Mounds  of  lovely  sdbl.  white  buttercup 
blooms  w/green  edges  and  pink  center;  nice  TL  var.  foliage; 
semimini 

ROB’S  CHERRY  SODA;  Sdbl.  light  rose  pansies,  spotted  and 
speckled  w/dark  rose-red  fantasy;  very  dark  Ch.  var.  foliage; 
profuse  mini 

ROB’S  CHIMNEY  SWEEP:  Bright  blue  sdbl.  pansies  w/bright  pink 
spots;  dark,  heavily  var.  TL  foliage  semimini 
ROB’S  CHOO  CHOO:  Sdbi.  white  w/good  edging  of  rosy-red;  very 
tiny,  glossy  foliage;  good  bloomer;  a  must  for  micromini  lovers 
ROB’S  FIDDLESTICKS:  Lovely  soft  pink  w/rose  blush;  excellent, 
dark,  quilted  foliage;  heavy  blooming  showplant;  semimini 
ROB’S  GREEN  JEANS;  Dbl.  white  w/outer  petals  of  lime-green; 
glossy,  TL  var.  foliage;  lots  of  very  long-lasting  blooms;  semimini 
ROB’S  HOCUS  CROCUS:  Very  unusual,  just  terrific!;  sdbl. 
salmon-pink  bells  tinged  w/green,  held  above  small,  very  dark,  TL 
var.  foliage;  extremely  heavy  bloomer,  they  last  forever; 
tremendous  small  semimini 

ROB’S  JUNE  BUG:  Masses  of  pretty  sdbl.  blush-white  blooms 
above  excellent,  tiny,  glossy  TL  var.  foliage;  terrific  little  mini 
ROB’S  MISS  PRISS:  Beautiful  sdbl.  deep-deep  salmon-pink;  very 
dark,  quilted,  TL  var.  foliage;  constant  bloomer;  semimini 
ROB’S  OOH  LALA:  Very  pretty,  large  triple  white  pom-poms, 
heavily  frilled  and  lightly  edged  in  blue,  some  mottling;  great 
bloomer;  semimini 


ROB’S  RED  MIST:  Sparkling,  deep  pink  dbis.  heavily  speckled 
w/bright  crimson;  dark,  CV  foliage  w/heavy  variegation;  profuse 
mini 

ROB’S  SEDUCTION:  Stunningly  beautiful,  a  real  eye-catcher; 
sdbl.  deep  cerise-pink,  petals  tipped  in  dk.  burgandy-red  then 
edged  in  white-green;  dark  TL  var.  foliage;  semimini 
ROB’S  SUGAR  CUBE;  Large  bouquet  of  bright,  clear,  dbl.  white 
stars  over  heavily  var.  TL  foliage;  great  bloomer;  small  semimini 
ROB’S  VOODOO  BLUE:  Dbl.  dark  blue  blooms  held  above  very 
dark,  serrated  foliage;  nice  little  mini 

ROB’S  WIND  CHIMES:  Everyone  wants  this  one!;  large,  dbl.  silver 
star  bells  w/touches  of  It.  green;  very  dark,  TL  var.  foliage;  unusual 
color,  tons  of  bloom  that  lasts  literally  for  months;  semimini 

5  New  Trailers!  All  have  excellent  trailing  habit 

ROB’S  BOOLAROO:  Absolutely  lovely!;  sparkling  dbl.  light  pink, 
heavily  peppered  w/blue;  very  heavy  bloomer;  wonderful  semimini 
ROB’S  GUNDAROO:  A  must  if  you  like  blue;  lovely  light  baby-blue 
dbis.;  very  heavy  bloomer;  semimini 

ROB’S  LILLI  PILLI;  A  certain  show-winner!;  sdbl.  deep  lav.-pink 
w/dark  blue  fantasy  streaks;  terrific  foliage,  extremely  profuse; 
semimini 

ROB’S  WAGGA  WAGGA;  Loads  and  loads  of  dk.  blue  dbis., 
w/occasional  touches  of  white;  nice,  small  foliage;  great  semimini 
ROB’S  WOOLOOMOOLOO:  Gotta-have-it!;  masses  of  sparkling 
dbl.  pink  blooms  over  great  foliage;  terrific  semimini 

...plus  dozens  of  other  favorites 


STREPTOCARPUS 

Culture  same  as  for  violets.  These  gesneriads  are  spectacular,  and  bloom  constantly,  year-round.  They  are 
extremely  easy  to  grow  and  bloom  even  in  windows.  All  of  the  latest  Jonathan  Ford  varieties  available. 


BLUE  HEAVEN:  Loads  of  darling  med.  blue  sdbis.  w/white  throat, 
lavender  veining;  always  with  lots  and  lots  of  bloom 
CHRISTMAS  MORNING:  Still  the  most  spectacular;  huge,  bright 
red-red  blooms  w/bright  yellow  throat 

ICE  CAPADE:  Very  highly  recommended;  beautiful  dbl.  white 
w/dark  purple  veining  in  throat;  one  of  the  very  best  bloomers 
MOON  OVER  MIAMI:  Very  striking  dark-dark  velvety  purple 
blooms  w/tiny,  bright  yellow  eye;  you’ll  want  to  touch  these  blooms! 


OCEAN  RAIN:  Large  sdbl.  orchid-purple  w/very  distinctive  white 
lower  throat;  profuse 

PINK  SOUFFLE':  Very  unusual;  dbl.  deep  pink  w/large  white 
throat,  yellow  in  center;  heavy  bloomer 

SENSATION:  Fantastic!;  deep  purple  dbl.  blooms  w/whi  reverse; 
terrific  bloomer 

TARJAR’S  ROGER  W.:  Striking,  and  different;  dk.  blue-purple 
heavily  streaked  w/pink  fantasy 
...plus  dozens  more! 


ALSO  SHIPPING  THE  BEST  IN  SHOW-QUALITY  STANDARD  SIZE  VARIETIES 

PRICES:  $3.25  per  plant.  Please  add  $6  per  order  for  shipping.  Club  project  and  wholesale  plants 
at  discount  prices.  We  ship  ANYWHERE  (internationally),  ANYTIME  (ask  about  overnite  service  in  winter). 

SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED. 

SEND  $1  (refundable)  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 


DR.  RALPH  ROBINSON  (‘ROB’) 

P.O.  BOX  9,  NAPLES,  NEW  YORK  14512 


PHONE:  716-374-8592 
VISITORS  WELCOME  AT  THE  SHOP 
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P.  O.  BOX  42  •  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA,  31773 

Phone  1-912-574-5167  (DAY)  •  1-912-574-5236  (NIGHT) 


Travisi^iolets. 

3  FREE  VIOLETS 


Order  now  before  Mar.  1,  1995  and  get  3  FREE  Violets  of  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  special  is  12  Plants. 
Order  from  this  ad  or  any  of  the  300  varieties  in  our  new  1995  Catalog.  Send  $1.00. 

SOME  OF  THE  NEW  VARIETIES  WE  HAVE  TO  OFFER: 


1995  HORTENSE’S  HONEYS 

MINI  AND  SEMIMINI 

“YELLOW”  VIOLETS 

6.  SMOKEY  EMERALD 

24.  ICE  QUEEN 

STANDARDS 

1.  BLUE  BLEND 

1.  ALAMO  GOLD 

7.  STORMY  MONDAY 

25.  MIDNIGHT  TWIST 

1. 

ALAMO  AFTERGLOW 

2.  ETHEL  TWIFORD 

2.  GOLDEN  CHILD 

8.  CORAL  CRUNCH 

26.  NANCY  LEIGH 

2. 

ALAMO  ANGEL 

3.  FIESTA  FRILLS 

3.  GOLDEN  NUGGET 

9.  GINGER  SNAP 

27.  SILVER  SEAS 

3. 

ALAMO  BEACON 

4.  FROSTY  FUN 

4.  GOLDEN  TOUCH 

10.  MIRAGE 

28.  SMOKEY  ECHOES 

4. 

ALAMO  CLOUDS 

5.  LAVENDER  IMP 

5.  LEMON  COOKIE 

11.  PINK  CRUSH 

29.  SPRING  ROMANCE 

5. 

ALAMO  DEVIL 

6.  LAVENDER  RAGE 

6.  MOON  GOLD 

12.  PINK  JADE 

6. 

ALAMO  GUSTO 

7.  MISS  BLISS 

7.  MOONLIGHT  RAYS 

13.  STRAWBERRY  FLIRT 

MINI  AND  SEMIMINI 

7. 

ALAMO  MIDNIGHT 

8.  PETITE  EANTASY 

8.  TEXAS  BUTTERCUP 

14.  STRAWBERRY  MIST 

1.  CALICO  SUNSET 

8. 

ALAMO  STRANGER 

9.  PETITE  TART 

9.  TEXAS  GOLD 

15.  SUMMER  CORAL 

2.  ICE  PRINCESS 

9. 

ALAMO  SUNSET 

10.  PINK  SKIES 

10.  TEXAS  SUNSHINE 

16.  VINTAGE  GOWN 

3.  PEPPERMINT  DOLL 

10. 

ALAMO  WONDER 

11.  REDBANDITO 

17.  CHERRIES  N'  CREAM 

4.  PERSIAN  DOLL 

11. 

MARVIN  RUNYON 

12.  ROSE  SPLASH 

1994  LYONS  -  STANDARDS 

18.  FROSTED  FLAMES 

5.  PERSIAN  LACE 

12. 

PEGGY  RIOS 

13.  SPRING  PEACH 

1.  BLACKBERRY  JAM 

19.  GOLDEN  RUBIES 

6.  PERSIAN  LULLABY 

13. 

SIGNA  KAPPA 

14.  TEXAS  TEEN 

2.  GALACTIC  STORM 

20.  HOTSPOT 

7.  PERSIAN  PRINCE 

15.  TOUCHABLE 

3.  ISLAND  WATERS 

21.  RED  ROBE 

8.  PINK  DOVE 

4.  MIDNIGHT  WAVES 

22.  VINTAGE  WINE 

9.  PIXIE  STARDUST 

5.  RISING  TIDE 

23.  EASTER  CANDY 

10.  PIXIE  STORM 

ALSO  LYONS  1993  VARIETIES  AND  OUR  OWN  HYBRIDS  &  OTHER  NEW  RELEASES:  Please  list  a  few  substitutes  to  help  rush  orders. 

1995  Plants  -  $3.50  ea.  all  others  $3.00  ea.  Yellow  Violets  -  $15.00  ea.  Please  add  $5.00  or  15%.  whichever  is  greater  for  First  Class  Shipping.  Shipping  starts  April  1st  -  Weather  permitting. 
Orders  shipped  in  order  received.  Greenhouse  open  7  days  a  week,  please  call  first.  Commercial  Member:  AVSA,  Dixie.  GSN,  GSAVC.  GAVS.  State  Inspected. 


MICRO-MINI  POTS 
“N  E  W” 

COLOR  &  PRICES 

COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS 

LAST  TIME,  WE  MADE  THE  OEEERS  - 

WHITE  &  TERRA  COTTA 

YOU  RESPONDED  WELL!! 

FREE  SHIPPING  ON  FULL  CASES. 

THEY’RE  HERE  AGAIN  THIS  ISSUE, 

1  -1/4"  MICRO  MINI  POT  2000  oer  Case  2000/$1 00 

MICRO  MINI  POT  SAUCER  3000  per  Case  3000/8150 

TO  BE  SURE  THEY  DIDN’T  MISS  YOU!! 

FREE  SHIPPING  on  Full  Case  Purchases  of  MICRO  MINI 
POTS  &  SAUCERS.  Add  $2.00  per  Case  Handlina  Fee.  NY 
State  Customers  add  8%  Sales  Tax  to  this  total.  Allow  4 

m  n  w  w  fm'  mma 

CStiii  kidding,  folks  -  a  Credit  with  first  order!!) 

weeks  for  delivery. 

and 

PLANT  COLLECTIBLES 

§  iOl  DISCOUNT  TO  NEW  CUSTOM  EDS,  TIDST  ODD  ED !!  § 

103  KENVIEW  AVE.,  DEPT.  AV,  BUFFALO,  NY  14217 

(BOTH  OFFERS  EXPIRE  WITH  3/31/95  POSTMARK!) 

(716)  875-1221 

TOP  QUALITY  SUPPLIES  -  LOW  PRICES  -  LAST  SERVICE 

DON’T  EORGET  -  WE’RE  THE  SPOT; 

Catalog  features  lOO's  of  products  for  your  Violet  needs. 

POTS..  POTS..  POTS. ..(ALL  SIZES  &  COLORS),  MICRO-MINI 

ALL  OUR  POTS’RE 

POTS,  MINI  WELLS,  RESERVOIRS  (ALL  COLORS),  SAUCERS, 
HANGING  POTS,  MARKERS,  HUMIDITY  DOMES,  FLATS  & 

SHORT  ’N  SQUAT  - 

INSERTS,  INDOOR  WATERING  HOSES  &  MUCH  MORE. 
WHOLESALE  &  RETAIL.  PROUD  TO  BE  YOUR  OS  PLASTIC 
WHOLESALE  DISTRIBUTOR.  INDIVIDUALS  &  CLUBS 

COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS  N  THINGS 

ENCOURAGED  TO  BUY  FULL  CASES  AT  WHOLESALE  PRICES 

LOIS  &  ED  HOLST 

FULL  LINE  OF  PLANT  STANDS, 

LIGHT  FIXTURES  &  ACCESSORIES. 

P.O.Box  4871  Macon,  GA  31208  \^/ 

CATALOG  FREE  -  Send  2  Stamps  for  Postage. 

YY  •  (912)  743-4720  Xj  ■ 
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PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS  (Standards,  Tubs,  Squares) 
Inch  Number  of  Pots 


Size 

Color 

Type 

10 

20 

50 

100 

500 

2 

Wh/Gr 

RS 

$  .90 

$1.75 

$  4.00 

$  6.75 

$  29.00 

2-1/8 

WhTerraCotta  RT 

.90 

1.75 

4.00 

6.75 

29.00 

2-1/4 

Wh 

RS  or  SQ 

1.30 

2.20 

4.65 

8.50 

34.00 

2-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.50 

2.50 

5.50 

9.50 

39.00 

3 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

1.80 

3.30 

7.50 

13.50 

57.50 

3-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  SQ 

2.10 

3.75 

8.50 

15.50 

67.50 

4 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.50 

4.50 

10.00 

18.00 

78.00 

4-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.70 

5.00 

11.00 

20.00 

88.00 

5 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

3.25 

5.80 

13.50 

25.00 

110.00 

6 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

4.00 

6.50 

16.00 

31.50 

135.00 

6-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT 

4.50 

8.25 

18.50 

33.50 

150.00 

NOTE:  Good  rolled  rims  on  3",  3-1/2",  &  4"  Round  Tubs 
RS:  ht.  =  width  /  RT:  h!.  =  3/4  width  /  SQ  &  RS:  same  volume 


PLASTIC  PAN  POTS  shallow  depth  about  1/2  top  diam 


Size 

Color 

10 

20 

50 

100 

250 

5" 

Wh/Gr 

$3.30 

$  6.25 

$14.50 

$25.50 

$  58.00 

6" 

Wh/Gr 

4.00 

7.75 

18.00 

33.50 

78.00 

6.5" 

Wh/Gr 

4.25 

8.25 

19.25 

36.25 

88.00 

8" 

Wh/Gr 

6.40 

12.00 

28.00 

54.00 

129.00 

10" 

Wh/Gr 

9.90 

18.75 

45.00 

85.50 

208.00 

Snap-on  saucers  available  -  listed  in  catalog 


WATER  RESERVOIRS  -  (see  through)  for  WICK-WATERING 


Volume  Size  20 

8  oz.  (4"w.  X  1-3/4"h.)  $  8.00 

16  oz.  (4"w.  X  3"h.)  8.00 

32  oz.  (5-1/4"w  X  3-3/8"h.)  12.50 


1/2  price  for  containers  OR  lids  only. 
Wicks  not  supplied. 


50 

100 

500 

$18.50 

$34.00 

$140.00 

18.50 

34.00 

140.00 

28.00 

52.00 

200.00 

LEAF  SUPPORTS  -  J.  F.  INDUSTRIES 

SIZE 

3 

10 

25 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 

$2.75 

$  8.00 

$18.00 

9"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

3.25 

9.50 

21.00 

1 2"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

4.00 

11.00 

23.75 

1 5"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

6.25 

17.75 

37.50 

18"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

7.00 

20.00 

41.00 

SEND  ORDERS  TO  /  REQUEST  CATALOGS  FROM: 
THE  VIOLET  HOUSE,  Dept.  AV 
P.  O.  Box  1274  *  Gainesville,  FL  32602 
or  Telephone  FREE 
1-800-377-8466 


Shipping  &  Handling  Charges: 

United  Parcel  Service  to  EASTERN, 

MIDWESTERN  &  SOUTHERN  STATES  .  .  .  $3.75 
to  WEST  (MN,  ND,  SD,  NE,  CO,  NM,  AZ,  UT, 

WY,  ID,  MT,  WA,  OR,  NV,  CA)  .  .  .  $4.00 
U.  S.  Mail  (AIR  OR  SURFACE) 

&  ALL  OTHER  AREAS . ACTUAL  COST 


WE  HAVE  A  NEW  OWNER! 

Anne  &  Dick  are  retiring,  again. 

J.D.  RICE,  who  started  the  Violet  House 
with  DICK  in  ’74,  returns  by  buying  him 
out.  YOU  CAN  ORDER  by  phoning: 
TOLL  FREE:  1-800-377-8466 


POTTING  MATERIALS  (Max.  of  8  gal. 

for  one  SHIPPING 

CHARGE  -  for  each  additional  gallon  add  $.25  to  shipping) 

VIOLET  HOUSE  SOILLESS  MIX 

2  gal. 

$3.25 

A  mix  of  peat,  perlite,  vermiculite 

lime  &  minimum  amt.  fertilizer. 

FINE  SEEDLING  MIX 

2  gal. 

3.25 

like  VH  Mix,  but  fine  vermiculite  and  no  fertilizer 

PERLITE  -  aerates  soil 

1  gal. 

1.75 

VERMICULITE  -  holds  moisture 

1  gal. 

1.75 

CANADIAN  PEAT  -  milled 

2  gal. 

2.75 

DOLOMITE  LIME  -  sweetens  mix 

1  lb. 

1.30 

CHARCOAL  -  keeps  mix  sweet 

12  oz. 

1.75 

PETER’S  FERTILIZER 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIAL  (12-36-14) 

12  oz. 

$3.25 

VARIEGATE  SPECIAL  (5-50-17) 

12  oz. 

3.50 

BLOSSOM  BOOSTER  (10-30-20) 

16  oz. 

2.75 

PEAT-LITE  (15-16-17) 

12  oz. 

3.00 

SEEDS 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SEEDS  -  NADEAU 
Grow  unique,  beautiful  African  Violets 
#1  Standard;  #2  Mini;  #3  Variegate;  or  #4  Trailers 
KIT  -  each:  100  seeds,  instructions,  soilpellets, 

&  container  for  germinating . $5.75 


PESTICIDE 

KNOX-OUT  (PT1500A)  aerosol  spray . 16  oz.  $6.95 

SCHULTZ-INSTANT  Insect  pump;  Pyrethrin . 12  oz.  $4.25 

SYSTEMIC  GRANULES .  8  oz.  $4.75 

SAFERS  SOAP,  Ready  to  use .  8  oz.  $3.25 

SAFERS  SOAP  CONCENTRATE .  8  oz.  $4.75 

MALATHION-50 .  8  oz.  $4.30 


OUR  NEW  MANAGEMENT  POLICY: 

AS  OF  OCTOBER  1,  1994,  FOR  YOUR 
CONVENIENCE  AND  SATISFACTION  -  We  have 
installed  a  FREE  800  phone  number  -  1-800-377- 
8466  and  will  accept  VISA  and  Master  Card  payment 
J.D.  RICE,  WHO  WAS  ONE  OF  THE  ORIGINAL 
OWNERS,  IS  THE  NEW  VIOLET  HOUSE  OWNER. 
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Hduse  Plant 


Now — Bimonthly! 


Each  colorful  issue  offers  ideas  and  discoveries  of  today’s  best 
indoor  gardeners.  Features  share  secrets  and  tips  on  growing  healthy 
plants,  take  you  to  exotic  countries  of  origin  and  lead  you  through 
plant-filled  journeys  back  to  your  living  room.  Discover  fantastic 
Plants  &  Places,  visit  enticmg  greentiouses,  read  about  our  plant 
societies  and  learn  about  the  latest  offenngs  in  Plants  &  Products. 


Sample  Copy: 

$5.°°  United  States 
$6.°®  Canada  &  Mexico 
$7.°'’  Overseas 

WV  residents  must  ada  6%  Sales  tax. 


HausePlant 


m  a 


a  2  1  n  e 


Name 


Address 


City. 


Zip  ■ 


State  _ 

Q  1  Year  -  Regular  Rate:  $19.95  —  MSA  Special  $17.95 

Canada  &  Mexico  $24.95/Year- — AVSA  Special  $22.95 
Overseas  $28.95A’ear  — AVSA  Special  $26.95 

□  Payment  Enclosed  □MC  OYISA 

Credit  Card  # - 


Signature  - 


-  Exp.  Date  - 


HousePlant  Magazine  •  P.O.  Box  1638-AV  •  Elkins,  WV  26241-1638 


If  You  are  Outside 
THE  CONTIHEHTAL 
United  States, 
Please 

Remit  by  Bank  Draft 
IN  U.S.  Funds 
ON  A  U.S.  Bank  or  by 
International  Money 
Order  in  U.S.  Funds 
to:  HousePlant 
Magazine,  Elkins  WV 
26241  U.S.A. 


WV  RESIDENTS  MUST 
ADD  6%  Sales  tax. 
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CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St. 
(508)  548-2798  (after  5:00  p.m.) 
Hours  by  appointment  •  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 
WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10, 
also  CHIMERAS.  Latest  releases  from  BOONE,  BARBARA  ELKIN,  BILL  FOSTER, 
GRANGER  GARDENS,  PAT  HARRIS,  HORTENSE,  BILL  JOHNSON,  LYONS,  NESS, 
KENT  STORK,  WRANGLERS  and  much  more.  Catalog  $1 .00 
Foreign  catalog  $3.00.  Gifts,  Cards,  Notes  and  Paper  Goods  available. 

PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 

3"-3  1/2“-4"  round  tubs  have  rolled  rims 


SIZE  COLOR  TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

1-1/4"  W1.  (only)  Thumb  Pot  $ 

1.20 

$  2.75 

$  4.80 

$  9.00 

$  41.50 

2-1/4"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  orSq. 

.95 

1.80 

3.30 

6.00 

26.40 

2-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  orSq. 

1.05 

1.95 

3.60 

6.60 

30.00 

3"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.20 

2.75 

4.80 

9.00 

41.50 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

52.00 

4"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.75 

3.85 

7.20 

13.50 

59.40 

4-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.70 

5.90 

11.40 

20.75 

94.00 

6"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.00 

27.70 

125.00 

6-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

3.80 

8.60 

16.60 

30.50 

132.00 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

1-1/4"  Terracotta 

3.00 

6.25 

11.50 

20.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt. 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.65 

5.85 

11.10 

20.75 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 

(recessed  snap-on-lids)  16oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

105.00 

(wicks  not  includes  32  oz 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

170.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

100 

500 

1000 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green 

Blue,  Lavender,  Pink 

1.00 

4.75 

7.00 

4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink,  Red,  Yellow 

1.25 

5.75 

10,00 

5"  White,  Lavender. 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2"  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17.00 

PLASTIC  HANGING  PLANTERS 

1 

5 

10 

25 

50 

5-1/2“  Gr.  orWt.  3-1/8"  Deep 

.90 

4.20 

7.80 

18.00 

33.60 

6“  Gr.  orWt.  4-1/4"  Deep 

1.05 

5.10 

9.70 

22.80 

43.20 

8”  Gr.  or  Wt.  5"  Deep 

1.30 

6.30 

12.00 

28.80 

55.00 

10"  Gr.  orWt.  6-1/4"  Deep 

1.80 

8.70 

16.80 

40.00 

78.00 

PERMANEST  TRAYS  -  Light  Green  -  No  Holes 

1 

6 

12 

25 

50 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

.90 

5.10 

9.75 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.40 

8.00 

15.00 

8"  X  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.50 

8.50 

16.20 

11"  X  22"  X  2-3/4" 

4.50 

26.00 

49.00 

PLASTIC  TRAYS  -  No  Holes 

25-1/2"  X  13-1/2"  X  3-3/16"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.25 

18.50 

35.00 

67.00 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  or  Wt. 

.90 

4.75 

8.75 

18.00 

31.50 

9"  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

20.00 

36.00 

13"  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

NEW 

BiONEEM 

Botanical  Insecticide 
from  the  NEEM  tree. 
Controls  THRIPS 
and  other  insects. 

Trial  size  -  $4.99 
8  oz.  cone.  -  $9.99 
16  oz.  cone.  -  $18.99 
32  oz.  cone.  -  $33.99 


PHYSAN  20 

16  0Z.  -$5.95 
32  OZ.  -  $9.95 
1  gal.  -  $29.95 

SUPERTHRIVE 

1/2  oz.  -$1.98 

1  oz.  -  $2.89 

2  oz.  -  $3.98 
4  oz.  -  $6.39 

DANDY  POTS 

2-1/4" -4" 

OYAMA  PLANTERS 

Mini  -2-1/2" 

4"-5"-6" 

BATEMAN’S  BOUNTY  6-2-2 

8  oz.  -  $2.99 
16  oz.  -$5.25 

STURDY 
4  OZ.  -  $2.99 
8  oz.  -  $5.25 

PLANT  DINNER 
8  oz.  BOUNTY, 

4  oz.  STURDY+ 

Mixer  Dispenser  Bottle 
$6.35 

KEIKIGROW  PLUS 

15  ml  -$19.50 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 

PETER’S  WATER  SOLUBLE  FERTILIZERS 

Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Formula 

Type 

Size  /  Price 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $2.75  each; 

4  oz. 

12  oz. 

3  for  $7.50;  6  for  $13.50;  12  for  $26.00 

12-36-14 

African  Violet  Special 

$1.25 

$3.25 

1  gal.  (for  large  growers)  $34.00  each. 

5-50-17 

Variegated  Special 

1.25 

3.50 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

15-16-17 

Peat-Lite  Special 

1.25 

3.00 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

4  oz. 

16  oz. 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE  ”  PLANTER 

20-20-20 

General  Purpose 

1.25 

3.00 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

15-30-15 

House  Plant  Special 

1.25 

3.00 

$3.85  each  -  6/18.00  -  12/34.00  -  24/62.00 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1 .75 

Charcoal 

No.  4  Coarse 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

No.  6  Medium 

1.75 

3.25 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $3.50; 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.00 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.50 

4.50 

Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost  -  $3.50  min. 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 

Long  Fibered  Sphagnum  Moss 

8  qts./$2.75 

Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code 

and  Phone  Number 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  -  a  full  4  feet  wide 

PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 

$2.25  per  running  yard 

-  whole  yard  lengths 
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FLORALS  OF  FREDERICKS 


Alyce  Droege 


BEST  VARIETIES-YELLOWS  TOO! 

STANDARDS  IN  3”  &  4”  &  LEAVES 


MINIS 

TRAILERS 

CHIMERAS 

EPISCIAS 


CHIRITAS 
SINNINGIAS 
STREPTOCARPUS 
Other  GESNERIADS 


COMPLETE  GROWERS  SUPPLIES 

design  supplies-books-pincups  2-3/4”  to  5-1/2” 
bioenergy  plus/fertilizers/spray /soil 
dandy  pots-2  sizes-many  colors 
growing  pots,  oyainas,  hanging  baskets 
beautiful  ceramic  wick  pots  (pat.  pend.) 

6  sizes  -  decorator  colors 

beautiful  handpainted  aprons  &  totes  &  china 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES  -  CATALOGUE  $2.00 


155  SPARTAN  DR. 

MAITLAND,  FL.  32751 

VISA 

407  -  339-5533 

Tuesday  -  Saturday  10am-6pm 

1-800-771-0899  orders  only 


V _ / 


Join 
Today! 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  Violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ’round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  Journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

3629  Bordeaux  Court  •  Arlington,  Texas  76016 


THE  HOYA  SOCIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 

P.  O.  Box  1043 
Porterdale,  GA 
30270  USA 


THE  HOYAN 

The  original  Hoya  Bulletin  &  the  only  hoya 
bulletin  containing  accurate  hoya  information. 
Published  quarterly. 

Introductory  offer  to  first  time  joiners: 
(Domestic  only) 

1st  year  -  $10.00  /  Renetvals  $20  /  Foreign  $25 


Hybrid  Tea  Roses  •  Antique  Roses 
African  Violets  •  Gesneriads 
A  V  Soil  •  Supplies 

bzell  Rose  Nursery 
&  Violet  Boutique 

1995  catalog  $1.00  (refundable) 
Visitors  welcome  by  appointment 


Billy  and  Carolyn  Roiell 
12206  Hwy.31  West 
Tyler,  TX  75709-9738 


Fax; 


903-595-5137 

903-593-7956 


ZACA  VISTA  NURSERY.„yyy^ 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIALISTS 


mUTTAIIIL 

WEDNESDAY  thru  SUNDAY  -  9  a.m.  'til  5  p.m. 
closed:  Monday  and  Tuesday 

WE  SHIP  STARTER  PLANTS:  STANDARD.  MINIATURE, 
SEMIMINI  and  TRAILING  AFRICAN  VIOLET  VARIETIES  - 
also  OTHER  GESNERIADS  &  GROWING  SUPPLIES 

SEND  $1.25  (OVERSEAS:  $2.25  U.S.)  FOR  OUR  SUPPLY  LIST 

and 

“CURRENTLY  AVAILABLE  LISTING" 

1190  Alamo  Pintado  Road  -  Solvang,  California  93463 
telephone:  (805)  688-2585 


ARE  YOUR  PLANTS 
MISSING  SOMETHING? 

Ordinary  fertilizers  contain  N-P-K  and 
occasionally  some  trace  elements. 

Only  DYNA-GRO  LIQUID  NUTRIENTS 
with  Pro-TeKtjM  silicon  supplement, 
supplies  all  6  macro  nutrients  plus  11  trace 
elements  for  complete  plant  nutrition. 
Check  our  label 

WE’VE  GOT  WHAT  IT  TAKES! 


CORPORATION 


The  Nutrition  Solution 
1065  Broadway  •  San  Pablo,  CA  94806 

Call  800  DYNA-GRO 

For  Complete  Information  On 
Our  Award  Winning  Formulas 
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Alannah’s  African  Violets 


EARLYBIRD  SPRING  SPECIAL 
ORDER  BEFORE  MARCH  15th  AND  SAVE  25% 

$2. 75  for  well-established  2  1/4"  starter  plants 
plus  $10.00  for  postage  &  packing 


ANTONIA:  (Harrington)  Sdbl/dbl. ruffed  pink  pansies 

w/greenish-white  edge;  medium  green  foliage. 

BALLADIN:  (Croteau)  Sdbl.  two-toned  fuchsia;  dark  green 
show  foliage;  large  grower. 

BLACKBERRY  JAM;  (Sorano)  blackbery  purple  sdbl.  wavy 
stars;  dark  green  &.  white  var.  foliage. 

BOURGUIGNON:  (Croteau)  rich  burgundy  wine  stars;  dark, 
red-backed  foliage;  a  sure  winner. 

CHAMPAGNE  ROSE:  (Kurzynski)  rose  &  pink  dbl.  pansies; 
quilted  foliage;  a  sure  winner. 

CHARTREUSE  WONDER:  (Harrington)  white  sdbl/dbl  flowers 
w/ruffled  chartreuse  edges;  wavy,  light  green  foliage. 

DIXIE’S  DORIS:  (R.Cox)  dbl.  lavender  blooms  w/deep  purple 
waved  petals;  distinct  greenish-white  edge;  glossy  green  & 
cream  foliage. 

EASTER  CANDY:  (Sorano)  sugar  white  sdbl.  pansies  w/ruffled 
petals  edged  in  dark  pink;  green  &  white  var.  foliage. 

ELAINE  OF  ASTALOT:  (R.Cox)  Fuchsia-ruby-purple  single 
pansies  w/pink  fantasy;  dark  green  foliage;  heavy  bloomer. 

EMILIE  SAVAGE:  (Eyerdom)  dbl. lavender-blue  w/  green-white 
fringed  edge;  dark  green,  ruffled  foliage. 

FISHERMAN’S  PARADISE:  (Sisk)  deep  lavender  dbl.  w/purple 
fringed  edges;  var.  foliage;  grows  large. 

FROSTED  WHISPER:  (Scott)  white  iridescent  singles;  var. 
white,  cream  &  green  foliage. 

GINGER  SNAP:  (Sorano)  buff  sdbl/dbl. stars;  fluted  petals;  dark 
green  show-type  foliage. 

GOLDEN  RUBIES: -(Sorano)  s/sdbl.  light  burgundy  red  stars; 
fluted  edges  stitched  in  golden-green;  dark  green  ruffled  show 
foliage. 

HOT  SPOT:  (Sorano)  2  1/4"  sdbl.  red  stars;  fluted  &  wavy; 
medium  to  dark  green  foliage;  a  winner. 

ICE  QUEEN:  (Sorano)  huge  sdbl/dbl.  white  frilled  stars,  up  to  3"; 
medium  green  foliage. 

LAMBERT  CLOSSE:  (Croteau)  2  1/2"  lavender-red  sdbl  stars; 
Tommi  Lou-styled  foliage;  a  must  for  shows. 

L’HEURE  BLEU:  (G.Cox)  sky-blue  sdbl/dbl  pansies;  dark 
green,  lighty  wavy  foliage  w/  serrated  edges. 

LILLIAN’S  SPARKLER:  (Champion)  light  pink  dbl.  w/  wine 
edge;  fantasy  slashes  on  petal  edges;  dark  green  &  pink 
mosaic  foliage. 


MIRAGE;  (Sorano)  medium  pink  sdbl.  stars  w/  frilly  edges  & 
blue  splashes;  medium  green  foliage. 

MISS  ELLIE:  (Kurzynski)  intense  fuchsia  sdbl.  lightly  ruffled; 
dark  green  show  foliage. 

NANCY  LEIGH:  (Sorano)  large  white  flowers  w/delicate  pink 
radiating  from  the  eye  ou7tward;  3"  blossoms  held  high  over 
medium  green,  foliage;  a  personal  favorite. 

NATALIE’S  HOT  LIPS:  (Pineault)  large  hot  fuschsia-pink 
pansies;  deep  green,  symmetrical  foliage. 

NESS’  VIKING  MAIDEN:  (Ness)  sdbl.  white  ruffled  pansies; 
medium  green,  slightly  wavy  foliage;  consisten  winner. 

PARTY  PRINT:  (Burns)  bright  pink  sdbl.  ruffled  stars  w/blue 
fantasy  markings;  medium-dark  green  foliage;  excellent 
symmetry. 

PINK  CRUSH:  (Sorano)  dbl.  dark  pink  blooms;  very  large;  dark 
green  show  foliage. 

PINK  PATTI:  (Burns)  Large  s/sdbl.  bright  pink  stars  w/darker 
eyes  &  petal  edges;  medium  green  show  foliage. 

PLENTY  OF  PEPPER:  (Domiano)  2  1/4"  Cajun  red  sdbl.  stars; 
glossy,  medium  green  foliage;  lovely  symmetry. 

PRIVILEGED  CLASS:  (Wasche)  dbl.  bright  pink,  sometimes 
edged  in  copery-green;  medium  green,  lightly  waved  foliage;  a 
perfect  plant. 

RED  ROBE:  (Sorano)  masses  of  deep  red  s/sdbi.  pansies 
w/random  flecks  on  petal  edges;  dark  green  foliage;  it’s 
terrific. 

RIVER  FALLS  LACE:  (Golledge)  sdbl.  soft  pink  pansies; 
medium  green  mosaic  foliage  in  cream  &  tan. 

RIVER  FALLS  TWILIGHT;  (Golledge)  sdbl.  lavender  w/medium 
to  dep  purple  on  petal  tips;  dark  green  mosaic  foliage  in  cream 
&  pink. 

SMOKEY  ECHOES:  (Sorano)  single,  two-toned  puple;  lighter 
coloring  in  eye  &  petal  tips;  medium  green  foliage. 

TIGER:  (Fredette)  dark  blue-violet  sdbl  pansies;  dark  green  & 
pink  var.  foliage;  winner  of  countless  awards. 

TOMORROW’S  INDIGO:  (J.SMITH)  indigo  blue-purple  sdbl. 
w/raspberry  band  &  fine  white  edge;  medium  green  foliage; 
truly  outstanding. 

VINTAGE  WINE:  (Sorano)  2nd  Best  New  Cultivar  at  '93 
Convention,  deep  wine,  sdbl.  fluted  pansy;  dark  green  show 
foliage  var.  in  shades  of  pink  &  lavender  at  maturity;  grows 
large. 


3159  Hwy.  21  North 
Box  10101 
Danville,  WA 
99121 


OR  ORDER  FROM  OUR  ’95  CATALOGUE 
CATALOGUE  $2.00  refundable  with  your  order 
WE  USE  PRiORITY/EXPRESS  POST 


FX:  (604)  442-0288 
PH:  (604)  442-2552 


R.R.1 
Site  640 


Grand  Forks,  B.C. 
VOH  1H0 
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AV  WORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 

Thanks  to  “G-T-S”  I  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 

I  tell  everyone,  “If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren’t 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential.”  Mrs.  M.  L.  Home 
(Includes  unique  chapter  on  “Miniaturing  The  Miniatures") 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  112  pages 
8‘/2  X  11  paperback 


usa/canada 

$1.50  p&h  +  11. yO 

calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage:  $7.50 
air  mail,  or  $2.50  surface 

AV  Enterprises  Press 
P.O.  Box  6778-A 
Oxnard,  CA  93030 

SAVE  *1.95 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.20  ea.)  usa/can  p&h  75‘t  each 
(save  75<t  ea.)  total  $1.95!  Overseas  $1.20  ea.  surface. 


Why  not  become  a  member  of  the 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
OF  CANADA 

and  receive  CHATTER,  its 
quarterly  publication? 

A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growing  and  showing  of  African 
violets  and  Gesneriads.  USA/International  membership  $14.00. 


Please  send  your  check  or  money  order  to: 

Mrs.  P.J.  Scanlan, 

1573  Arbordale  Ave. 
Victoria,  B.C.  V8N  5J1, 
Canada. 


"  You  CAN  fool  Mother  Nature  ’’  j  Hydroponics  and 

^ ^  Indoor  Gardening 


Hydroponic 
Systems 
Grow  Lights 

•  Nutrients 

•  Rockwooi 
Light  movers 


SOIL  •  SUPPLIES  •  VIOLETS  i 

African  Violets  &  More  \ 

(713)  288-5411 

2 1 8  A  Noble  •  Spring,  Texas  11313  ; 

Wednesday-Friday  11-5  Saturday  10-6  Sunday  12-6  Other  Hours  by  Appt.  j 
We  now  provide  mail  order  service.  Send  $1.00  for  catalog.  I 


BELiSLE’S  VIOLET  HOUSE 

MARCIA  BELISLE 
P.  O.  Box  111  AV 
Radisson,  Wisconsin  54867-0111 
(715)  945-2687 

QUALITY  VIOLETS  CHOICE  GESNERIADS  CATALOG  $2.00 


Cheryl  Hukle  5520  Wilkins  Rd. 

813-626-6817  Tampa,  FL  3361 0 

1-800-771-7421 

Full  line  of  supplies  -  Oyama  Pots 
African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 
Project  plants  and  sale  plants 

Wholesale  price  list  for  clubs 
Free  catalog 
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REVERSE  Osmosis  High  Tech  Filtration  Systems 


Ideal  for  African  Violets,  Orchids,  and  All  Tropical  Plants 


Reverse  Osmosis  will  improve  health,  growth  and  vitality  of  violets, 
orchids  and  all  your  plants.  Hard  water  will  damage  the  roots  of  your 
plants.  R.O.  also  eliminates  calcium  spots  on  the  leaves.  R.O.  is  used  by 
serious  hobbyists,  dealers,  wholesalers,  plant  nurseries,  professional 
growers  and  all  commercial  applications  with  proven  success. 
Our  units  remove  up  to  98%  of  contaminants,  hardness,  silica, 
bacteria,  viruses,  herbicides,  pesticides,  phosphates, 
chemical  waste,  chlorine  and  chloramines. 

•  Simple  to  install  •  No  electricity  ®  3  Year  warranty 
•  Standard  water  pressure  •  Completely  portable  »  Prompt  delivery 
•  Excellent  for  drinking,  cooking,  pets  and  tropical  fish. 

We  Offer  The  Best  In  Water  Treatment  With  Fair  Prices  -  R.O.  / D.l. 

We  Ship  Internationally 

Send  cashier’s  check  or  money  order  to: 


^?0  Membrane  Units 

20  GPD 


Customer  Satisfaction  Money  Back  Guarantee. 
Discus  Haven  Ultra  Pure  Water  Systems  539  Diana  Avenue,  Morgan  Hill,  CA  95037  (408)  779'8482 


C-Series  Canister  3  Stage 
$175 
$225 
$275 
$325 
$375 
$425 
$550 
$625 
$750 

Anion/cation  mixed  bed  deionization 
20  GPD  RO  w/Deionization  single  Dl  canister  $225 
20  GPD  RO  w/Deionization  double  Dl  canister  $275 
Drinking  water  units  with  pressure  tank  &  auto  shutoff 
RO  3000  20  GPD  $300  RO  3300  75  GPD  $450 

RO  3100  35  GPD  $350  RO  3400  100  GPD  $500 

RO  3200  50  GPD  $400  RO  3500  150  GPD  $550 

«  We  use  T.F.C.  Membranes  •  Add  S8  shipping  on  ROHF  Unitsup  to  75  GPD. 
Add  $15  to  Canada  and  add  $75  for  other  out  of  the  country  deliveries. 

Call  for  other  shipping  prices. »  Units  up  to  100,000  GPD  •  Available  for  hobbiests, 
dealers,  wholesalers,  hatcheries,  and  all  commercial  applications. 

(800) 407-8734  Fax (408) 779-0878 


SHIRLEY’S 
HOUSE  OF 
VIOLETS 


SOME  OF  OUR  NEW  VARIETIES  FOR  1995! 


BURNS - 
NESS- 


EFFEL  -  Pink  double  blossoms,  banded  with  fuchsia  usually  having  fuchsia  freckles.  Dark  green  foliage.  Standard.  5  new 
beauties  from  Bill. 

THE  MADAM  -  Large  pale  pink  blossoms,  raspberry  tips.  Often  find  single-semi-dbis  and  dbl  bells  all  on  same  bloom  stem. 
Patt  has  three  new  tris  for  us  this  year. 

ALAMO  STRANGER  -  Large  double  blossoms  in  unusual  shades  of  creamy  pink,  green  and  bronze.  Dark  showy  foliage. 
Standard.  12  standards  and  10  minis. 

PUEBLO  -  Bright  coral  semidouble  rounded  stars  over  dark  green  foliage;  heavy  blooming  plant  that  grows  large.  An 
excellent  show  plant.  Kent  has  10  new  pretty  plants. 

RODEO  SWEETHEART  -  Semidouble,  light  pink  with  green  fringed  edges  maturing  to  bronze.  Dark  green  ruffled  foliage. 
Large  standard.  6  beautiful  new  ones. 

JUNGLE  PRINT  -  Huge  mounds  of  hot  pink/dark  blue,  double  stars  over  dark,  glossy  variegated  foliage. 

FANTASY  GOLD  -  Fuchsia/pink/yellow/orange  fantasy  semi  to  double  blossom.  Many  colors  dancing  around  over  dark 
green  slightly  wavy  foliage.  We  will  have  this  plant  and  an  additional  8  yellows  on  our  list.  The  plants  will  sell  for  $20.00 
each  or  leaves  $3.00  each. 

We  also  have  a  good  selection  of  trailers  from  the  smallest  to  the  large  standards.  Our  complete  list  is  available  for  $1.00  in 
cash  or  stamps. 

Plants  of  the  customer’s  choice  $3.50  each.  Minimum  of  4  plants  per  order. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  postage  is  going  up,  we  have  had  to  raise  our  shipping  rates.  Priority  shipping:  Up  to  6  plants  $6.00.  Add 
25  cents  for  each  additional  plant. 

LEAVES:  SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE  -  Current  and  previous  releases  -  24  for  $16.00  or  50  for  $28.00.  Current  releases  -  24  for 
$20.00.  Priority  shipping  on  leaves  $4.50.  Leaves  are  labeled. 

We  ship  from  April  to  November.  If  weather  permits  we  will  ship  in  some  southern  states  all  year.  Plants  and  leaves  shipped 
only  in  the  U.S.  and  her  territories.  CHECK  OUR  LIST  FOR  SUPPLIES  AVAILABLE  YEAR  ROUND. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Shirley  Sanders.  Texans  add  7^4%  tax.  We  welcome  your  letters. 

Sandy  and  Shirley  Sanders  •  1034  Rayburn  Dr.  •  San  Antonio,  TX  78221  •  210-923-1093 


Instant 


Sun 


TM 


GIVB  YOUR  FLAIMTS  MATURAL  LIGMT 

•  Ultra  Long  Life  Fluorescent  Tubes 
r^l  vs.®  *  Engineered  to  Reproduce  Sun  Light 
OlOOrni  *  Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

Made  in  the  U.S.A.  Since  1956  GET  THE  FACTS  -  CALL/FAX  FOR  OUR  FREE  COLOR  BROCHURE 
Verilux,®  Inc.  •  P.O.  Box  7633V  •  Vallejo,  CA  94590  •  1-800-786-6850  •  Fax-707-554-8370 
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JUDY’S  VIOLETS 

Newest  varieties  from 
Burns,  R.  Cox,  Gehr,  Lyons,  A.  Miller, 

Munk's  “Apaches,”  Ness,  Robs,  Stork  and  others. 

Also  featuring  plants  from  Boone,  Fredette,  Johnson 
and  Canadian  hybridizers  Croteau,  Decelles 
and  Tremblay,  plus  many  older  favorites 

1 995  Catalog  $1 .00  Ready  around  March  1 

Automatically  sent  to  1994  customers 
Sorry,  no  foreign  shipping 

9  Graeler  Drive  314-997-2859 

Crave  Coeur,  MO  63146  St  Louis  area 

Visitors  wiecome  by  appointment 


/4atee 

(^neatl94i4r 

Custom  ^ade  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


YVONME  AGREE 

3235  Lockitioor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  75220 
(214)  357-6045 


- - — - — — - —  MIDLAND  VIOLETS  - - - 

Home  of  the  ^^NESS”  Hybrids 
Direct  from  the  Hybridizer  to  you! 

1994  Award  winners  from  our  2nd  Place  Commercial  Display  Table,  Denver  Convention,  are  still  available. 

Ness’  Satin  Rose-SM. -Rose/mauve  2  tone  dbl.  2nd  Best  New  Intro.  Ness’  Midnight  Fantasy-S.-Lg  It.  pink  sdbl  star/blue  fantasy  streaks. 

Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl-SM-Chimera.  Wht  dbl,  edged  in  fuchsia,  var.  Ness’  Bangle  Blue-S.-Dk  blue  semi  to  dbl.  Dk  green  show  foliage. 

Ness’Northern  Lights-S.-Vibrant  deep  blue  star,  geneva  edge,  var.  These  and  many  more,  including  our  whites,  both  standard  and  miniatures. 

Plus  our  New  1995  releases,  both  standards  &  semi  minis.  Featuring  some  brilliant  new  reds,  corals,  fantasy’s, 
yellow/white  blends  and  exciting  new  chimeras.  Send  $1.00  in  cash  (refundable  with  order)  for  1995  descriptive  list. 

1994  customers  will  receive  a  free  copy.  List  available  in  Feb. 

Don  &  Jean  Ness  •  3667  Midland  Ave.  •  White  Bear  Lake,  MN  55110  •  Call  (612)  429-4109 


BIG 


10678  Schoolhouse  Lane 


SKY  VIOLETS 

Moiese,  MT  59824 


- \ 

(406)  644-2296 


Optimara  wick-reservoirs 


uo 

11  -24 

25  or  more 

1V2" 

-  MiniWell 

$  1.00 

$  0.95 

$  0.90 

2  78" 

-  MidWell 

$  1.50 

$  1.45 

$  1.40 

4" 

-  MaxiWell 

$  2.50 

$  2.25 

$  2.10 

Dandy  Pot  &  Mini  Dandy  reservoir  wick  planters 
Colors:  white,  purple,  lavender.  It.  pink,  mauve.  It.  blue, 
med.  blue.  It.  green,  dark  green,  apricot,  brown,  terracotta. 
Dandy  Pot:  4"  w/1"  leaf  support  &  16  oz  reservoir  -  $5.50 
Mini  Dandy:  21/4"  w/3/4"  leaf  support  &  4  oz  reservoir  -  $3.75 


Optimara  Potting  Soil  -  ultra  light,  ph  balanced  mixture 
1  for  $3.55  3  for  $9.95  6  for  $18.50 

Optimara  Violet  Food  - 15  pre-measured  packets  per  box 
1  for  $1.95  4  for  $6.55  12  for  $18.15 

Fredette’s  Allegro  -  plant  tonic  for  cuttings  &  starter  plants 
4  oz  bottle:  1  for  $2.50  3  for  $7.00  6  for  $13.00 

Naccosan  -  prevents  Algae  on  matting  or  in  reservoirs 
1  pint  bottle  -  $5.95 


Swift’s  Moist  Rite  planter  -  white,  green  or  black 
$3.50  ea  -  6/$17.15  -  12/$33.00  -  24/$63.30 


Sucker  Plucker  -a  must  have  tool  for  grooming-  $1.95  each 
Grooming  Brush-  great  for  cleaning  leaves  -  $3.50  each 
Natural  Sponge  -  very  gentle  for  removing  dust  -  $1.25  each 


Oyama 

“Texas  Style” 

planters  - 

white,  brown  or  green 

Size 

1 

6 

12 

IV2" 

$0.96 

$  5.38 

$  9.99  (white  only) 

I'h" 

$1.45 

$  7.90 

$14.70 

4" 

$2.00 

$11.20 

$20.75 

5" 

$2.40 

$13.45 

$25.00 

,  6" 

$4.75 

$26.75 

$49.65  (white  only) 

We  also  offer  a  large  assortment  of  decorative  ceramic  planters  in 
many  sizes.  A  lovely  way  to  show  off  your  favorite  violet  or  to  give 
as  gifts. 

Shipping  Charges:  $7.00  or  1 0%  of  total,  whichever  is  greater. 
For  catalog  listing  many  other  items  send  $2.50,  cash  or  stamps. 

J 
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SYLVANiA  GRO-LUX  BULBS 

Wide  Spectrum  Gro-Lux  -  18",  24"  or  48"  -  Case  of  12  -  $51 .95  /  24  -  $95.95  Postpaid 
Standard  Gro-Lux  - 18",  24"  or  48“  -  Case  of  12  -  $95.95  Postpaid 


OPTIMARA  PRODUCTS 
Potting  Soil  -  Ultra  light  -  8  qt.  bag 
East  of  Miss.  -$2.19  West  of  Miss.  -  $2.45 
Violet  Food  (14-12-14)  -  8  oz.  -  $2.50 
Pre-measured  -  $1 .75  ea/4  for  $6.00 
Mini-Wells  (clear)  -  $1 .00  each  Midi-Wells  (clear)  -  $1 .50  each 


PLASTIC  POTS 


Each 

SO  or  more 

1-1/4" 

rd  green 

10® 

8® 

1-1/4" 

rd  terracotta 

22® 

18® 

1-1/4" 

rd  terracotta  w/saucer 

25® 

20® 

2-1/8" 

rd  terracotta 

6® 

5® 

2-1/4" 

rd  gr  or  wh 

7® 

6® 

2-1/2" 

rd  gr  or  wh,  sq.  -  gr. 

8® 

7® 

3" 

rd  tub  -  gr  or  wh  rolled  lip 

10® 

80 

3-1/2“ 

rd  tub  -  grorwh  rolled  lip 

12® 

10® 

4" 

rd  tub  -  grorwh  rolled  lip 

14® 

12® 

5" 

rd  pan  -  gr  or  wh 

25® 

20® 

6“ 

rd  pan  -  gr 

30® 

25® 

Wick  Watering  Reservoirs  (16  oz.) 

30® 

26® 

PLASTIC  HIGH  DOME  TERRARIUMS  -  9"  dia.  -$5/11"  dia.  -  $6 
PLASTIC  LABELS 
3“  white,  green,  pink 

blue,  lavender  -  100/$1.00  500/$4.50  1000/$  6.00 

4"  white-  100/$1.25  500/$5.75  1000/$10.00 

PRESSURE  SPRAYER  ■  48  oz.  -  $7.49 


MINIATURE  RESERVOIRS 
Square  Plastic  container  -  $1 .00  ea  /  50  or  more  -  70®  ea. 
Colors:  red.  lavender,  watermelon,  dark  green, 
light  green,  dark  blue,  light  blue 
ORTHENE 
18  oz.  aerosol  -  $11.50 
KNOXOUT 
16  oz.  aerosol  -  $6.95 
DURAGUARD  -  New  for  thrips  control 
1  qt.  concentrate  -  $49.95 
SUPERTHRIVE 

1/2  oz.  -  $1 .98  /  1  oz.  -  $2.89  /  2  oz.  -  $3.98  /  4  oz.  -  $6.39 
PHYSAN  -  16  oz.  -  $5.95  /  32  oz.  -  $9.95 
ALLEGRO  -  for  starting  leaves  -  4  oz.  -  $2.50 
DIATOMACEOUS  EARTH  - 1  lb.  -  $2.25 
TROY  MOISTURIZING  MAT 
Washable  capillary  matting  -  4'  wide  white  -  75®  per  foot 
HYPONEX  ORGANIC  FISHMEAL  STICKS 
Package  20  -  75® 

GROOMING  TWEEZERS 
6-1/2"  w/curved  points,  nickel  plated  steel  -  $3.99 

Send  a  stamp  for  our  complete  list  of  supplies. 

Please  add  $3.90  shipping  per  order 
(outside  US  -  actual  cost) 

Phone  orders  welcome 

TRY  US  FOR  FAST  SERVICE 


8  Maddison  Lane 
Lynnfield,  MA  01940 
Tel.  <617)  334-6679 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  LEAF  SUPPORTS 

5  Sizes 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 
9"&12"  fit  up  to  5"  pot 
15"&18"  fit  up  to  8"  pot 

made  of  leaf-green  plastic,  fit  any  type  of  pots 
send  stamped,  addressed,  long  envelope 
for  price  list  and  current  shipping  charges 

J  F  INDUSTRIES 

Route  4  Box  309-1 ,  Pryor,  OK  74361 
1-918-434-6768 


Hirasher’s  Ceramics 

Two-Piece  Duncan  ‘‘VIOLET’  Pots 

COLOR:  White  Only  -  Satin  or  Gloss  Finish 

303-421-3269 

SIZE  AND  PRICE  PER  ITEM 

Sandra  Jo  Thrasher 

3"  Pot  -  $  9.95 

5230  Garrison  Street 

3-1/2"  Pot -$12.75 

Townhome  Number  One 

4"  Pol -$15.55 

Arvada,  CO  80002 

**  $2.00  S&H/Per  Item** 

Grow  The  "Miracle"  Companion  Plants! 

American  Q[o?(inia 
and  Qesneriad  Society 

Membership  includes  a  subscription  to 
The  Gloxinian  magazine  (six  issues)  plus  a 
copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads” 

$20.00  Single  Membership 

Outside  of  the  U.S.  $25.00  in  U.S.  Funds. 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Jimmy  Dates,  Membership  Secretary 
Dept.  AV 

c/o  Horticulture  Society  of  New  York 
128  W.  58th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  10019 
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7DRCe 

is  all 
it  takes! 

Just  7  Drops  of  “Schultz-Instant’ 

Liquid  Plant  Food  per  quart  of 
water,  every  time  you  water, 
give  you  oustanding  results... 

Guaranteed! 


Schultz-Instant 


For  more  information:  Schuitz  Company 
14090  Riverport  Drive,  St.  Louis,  MO  63043 


STANDARDS 

MINIS 

TRAILERS 


MORE  OLDIES  &  NEW  VARIETIES 
’95  CATALOGS  OUT  IN  FEBRUARY 


STREPS 

SUPPLIES 


SUSAN  MILLER 

$1.50  Refundable  List  Price 

419-875-5194 

By  Appt.  Only 


14240  Mohler  Road 
Liberty  Center,  OH  43532 


Have  a  World 
of  Qrdiids 
at  Your 
Fingeitips! 

Join  the  American 
Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating  world 
of  orchids  each  month  when  you 
become  a  member  of  the  American 
Orchid  Society.  Your  journey  begins  when  you  open  the 
American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to  pages  filled  with 
priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid  culture  accompanied 
by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid  photographs.  A  special 
advertising  section  helps  locate  sources  of  orchid  plants, 
supplies,  items  from  the  AOS  Book  Department  and 
whatever  else  is  needed  to  become  a  successful  grower. 

Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to  your 
fingertips.  Please  write  or  call  for  a  free,  cour-color 
membership  brochure  and  let  the  journey  begin. 


American  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 
6000  South  Olive  Avenue  •  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 
(407)  585-8666 


STARRLIGHT 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  LAMP 


NOW  with  higher  wattage  for  more  profuse  blooming.  A  beautiful  way 
to  grow  and  display  an  African  Violet.  The  Starriiaht  African  Violet 
Lamp  feeds  and  waters  the  violet  with  a  mat  watering  system  in  a 
ceramic  reservoir  base.  Simply  set  the  violet,  in  its  plastic  pot,  on  the 
mat.  Light  is  provided  by  a  circular  fluorescent  tube.  (Send  a  SASE) 


SOIL  SCOOP 


FOR  POTTING  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 
"Makes  the  job  faster,  easier,  cleaner,  and  with  less 
damage  to  the  plants."  $2.85  each  (plus  $1  for  S&H 
with  any  size  order).  Quantity  discounts  available. 

Ask  about  our  ceramic  re-potting  plugs  and  our  new 
ceramic  'ShoGro'  African  Violet  Pots  which  have  a  mat 
watering  system.  (Send  a  SASE.) 


VIOLETS  FROM  THE  STARRS 

2602  Graupera  St.  Pensacola,  FL  32507 
904-456-2662 


The  Association  for  plant 
&  flower  people  who  grow 
in  hobby  greenhouses 

and  windows! 


Quarterly  Magazine  •  Growing  &  Maintenance  •  Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues  $15  USA.  $17  Canada,  $18  Overseas 
Sample  magazine  $3 

Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2 
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May  p  39 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS  CAN  MAKE  YOU  STRONG...,  Gannett, 
Anne,  May  p  42 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS  ON  CD’S,  Lombard,  Lynn,  Sep  p  12 
AIR  -  THE  INVISIBLE  GROWING  FACTOR,  Stork,  Kent  & 
Joyce,  Jul  p  4 

ANNUAL  LIBRARY  MESSAGE,  Breden,  Ralph,  Jul  p  41 
ATTENTION  AFFILIATES:  NOMINATIONS  NEEDED  FOR 
AFFILIATE  LEADERSHIP  AWARD,  Jul  p  15 
AVSA  AFFILIATED  CLUBS,  1994,  Sep  Sup,  p  A-8 
AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND,  Warren,  Ruth,  Jan  p  8;  May  p  18; 
Sep  p  45;  Nov  p  43 

AVSA  BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND,  Jantzen,  Anne, 
Jan  p  11;  Mar  p  27;  May  p  1 1 ;  Jul  p  6;  Sep  p  44;  Nov  p  42 
AVSA  Collections,  May  p  1 6 

AVSA  COMMERCIAL  MEMBERS,  1994,  Sep  Sup,  p  A-14 
AVSA  COMMERCIALS  -  A  CLOSER  LOOK  (THE  VIOLET 
SHOWCASE),  Buttram,  David,  Nov  p  52 
AVSA  CONVENTION  SHOW  SCHEDULE,  Jan  Sup,  p  A-1 
AVSA  HONOR  ROLL  OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Lawson, 
Floyd,  Jul  p  26 

AVSA  JUDGES  (SENIOR,  MASTER,  AND  STUDENT), 
TEACHERS,  AND  MASTER  EMERITUS,  Sep  Sup,  p  A-1 
AVSA  JUDGES,  AFFILIATES  &  COMMERCIAL  MEMBERS 
-  1994,  Sep  Sup,  p  A-1 

AVSA  MEMBERS  (Pictures),  Jul  p  35;  Sep  p  10;  Nov  p  12 
AVSA  OFFICE  MEMO,  Chatelain,  Cindy,  Nov  p  7 
AWARDS  NEEDED  FOR  ST.  LOUIS  CONVENTION,  Jul  p  15 
AWARDS  PRESENTED  AT  DENVER  CONVENTION,  Jul  p  47 

B 

BACK  TO  THE  ROOTS,  Robitaille,  Nancy,  Nov  p  22 
Banrot,  May  p  1 8 

BE(E)  SOMEBODY  FOR  AVSA,  Tlnari,  Anne,  Mar  p  35 
BEGINNERS  COLUMN,  Stork,  Kent  and  Joyce,  Jan  p  9;  Mar  p 
4;  May  p  4 

BEST  VARIETIES,  1994,  Lawson,  Floyd,  Nov  p  13 
BioNEEM,  Mar  p  9;  Mar  p  18 
Blossom  Physiology,  May  p  4 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND,  Buck,  Marlene,  Jan  p  15; 

Mar  p  7;  May  p  7;  Jul  p  24;  Sep  p  44;  Nov  p  42 
Brushing,  Jan  p  14 

BYE-BYE  VIOLET  BLUES,  Farnum,  Dr.,  Sylvia  A.,  May  p  31 

C 

CENTRAL  JERSEY’S  AV  (AWFUL  VIOLET!!)  SHOW, 
Murasko,  Janice,  Nov  p  11 

CERTIFICATES  OF  APPRECIATION,  AVSA,  Rexilius,  Jane, 
Sep  p  43 

CHOOSING  VARIETIES,  Bartholomew,  Pauline,  May  p  44 


COMING  EVENTS,  Jan  p  16;  Mar  p  10;  May  p  7;  Nov  p  8 
COMMENTS  FOR  EXHIBITS,  Ramser,  Sue,  Mar  p  46 
COMMERCIAL  DIVISION  OF  DENVER  CONVENTION 
SHOW,  Hall,  Meredith,  Sep  p  43 
CONSTRUCTING  A  MOBILE,  Hummer,  Alma  S.,  Sep  p  34 
Container  Gardens,  Nov  p  4 

CONTINUING  SERVICE  AWARD  -  MEREDITH  HALL,  Jul  p  48 

Convention  (St.  Louis) ,  Nov  p  33 

CONVENTION  AWARD  WINNERS  (DENVER),  Sep  p  42 

CONVENTION  AWARDS,  Wells,  Esther  Edwards,  Jan  p  29 

CONVENTION  COVERAGE,  1994,  Albrecht,  Georgene,  Sep  p  41 

Convention  Tours,  Jan  p  26 

CUMULATIVE  INDEX,  1993,  Paauwe,  Bill,  Jan  p  59 

D 

DENVER  CONVENTION  NOTES,  Mar  p  31 
Design  Principles,  Jul  p  10 
Dish  Gardens,  Nov  p  4 

DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE  AWARD  -  MARY  BOLAND, 
Jul  p  49 

DIXIE  AVS  CONVENTION  TO  BE  HELD  IN  ATLANTA, 
1994,  Walker,  Laura,  Jan  p  18 
DIXIE  SUNSHINE,  Albrecht,  Georgene,  Jul  p  34 
DO  YOU  HAVE  AN  E-MAIL  ACCOUNT?,  Nov  p  46 
DOGS,  HUSBANDS  AND  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Hollien, 
Patti,  Nov  p  32 
Dyna-Gro,  May  p  1 0 

E 

E-Mail,  Nov  p  46 

EDITOR’S  NOTES,  Wilson,  Sara,  Jul  p  7 

ENTERTAINMENT,  ENTERTAINMENT,  ENTERTAIN¬ 
MENT!!!,  Jan  p  39 

EPISCIA,  Walston,  Dianna,  May  p  29 
EVALUATIONS  OF  THE  LAST  AV  SEEDLINGS  HYBRI¬ 
DIZED  BY  MAX  W.  MAAS,  Ott,  Walther  H.,  May  p  34 
EYE  ON  DESIGN,  Green,  Bob  L.,  Jul  p  10 

F 

FAMILY  PORTRAIT,  A,  Albrecht,  Georgene,  Jan  p  19;  Mar  p  8; 
May  p  10;  Jul  p  30;  Sep  p  30;  Nov  p  48 

Fertilizing,  Jan  p  10 
Foliage  ‘halos’.  Mar  p  18 
Foliar  Mealy  Bugs,  Jan  p  1 3 
FOLLOW  THAT  CAR,  Sep  p  1 7 

FOR  BEGINNERS,  Stork,  Kent  &  Joyce,  Jul  p  4;  Sep  p  4;  Nov  p  4 
FORMING  A  NEW  AFFILIATE  CLUB,  Stenger,  Joyce  A.,  Sep 
p  18 

FROM  THE  PRESIDENT’S  DESK,  Pittman,  Hortense,  Jan  p  3; 
Mar  p  3;  May  p  3 

FUN  AT  THE  SHOW,  Farnum,  Dr.,  Sylvia  A.,  May  p  27 

Fungus  gnats.  Mar  p  1 7 

Future  AVSA  Convention  Sites  and  Dates,  Jan  p  39 

G 

Geneva  Edge,  Jan  p  14 

GES.  BETWEEN  FRIENDS  (AGGS  CONVENTION  ‘94 
TORONTO),  May  p  24 

GIVE  THE  GIFT  THAT  CONTINUES  GIVING!,  Tlnari,  Anne, 
Nov  p  49 
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GROW  ORGANIZED,  Carter,  Carolee,  Nov  p  50 
GROWING  UNDER  COOL  CONDITIONS,  Skalski,  Sandra, 
Nov  p  9 

H 

HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD  - 
ANNAMARIE  MAYS,  Jul  p  48 

HONORARY  ONE- YEAR  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD  -  FRANK 
SENNA,  Jul  p  48 

HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD  -  KAY 
AND  BILL  LYONS,  Jul  p  48 

HOW  DO  YOU  GET  THERE  FROM  HERE?,  Smith,  Dr.,  Jeff, 
Mar  p  44 

HOW  DOES  YOUR  GESNERIAD  GROW?,  Jones,  Laurene, 
Nov  p  20 

HUDSON  MEMORIAL  AWARD  FOR  AFFILIATE 
LEADERSHIP  -  ALYCE  DROEGE,  Jul  p  47 
Hudson,  Mabel  and  Glenn,  Memorial  Award,  Jul  p  15 
Hybridizing  for  Beginners,  May  p  4 

I 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE:  SENIOR  JUDGES,  May  p  16 
IN  MEMORY  -  CHARLES  PHILLIPS,  Adamson,  Peggy,  May  p  7 
IN  MEMORY  -  DENNIS  STEVENS,  Golubski,  Linda,  Jul  p  46 
IN  MEMORY  -  DORIS  ASHBY,  Keating,  Iris,  Nov  p  47 
IN  MEMORY  -  EDITH  McLEOD,  Wicht,  Jane,  Nov  p  47 
IN  MEMORY  -  ELEANOR  WOOD,  Jan  p  8 
IN  MEMORY  -  ELISABETH  “E”  HANSEN,  Tlnari,  Anne,  Sep 
p  46 

IN  MEMORY  -  ELIZABETH  “BETTY”  GATES,  Nov  p  47 
IN  MEMORY  -  FLORENCE  DAILEY  SHAW,  Tebby,  Eileen, 
Mar  p  7 

IN  MEMORY  -  GREG  SEDGWICK,  Fox,  Janet,  Jul  p  46 
IN  MEMORY  -  HOWARD  J.  BURNS,  JR.,  Gordon,  Gary,  Nov 
p  47 

IN  MEMORY  -  MABEL  AUTRY  HARPER,  Sep  p  46 
IN  MEMORY  -  MARIE  C.  WAUGH,  Sep  p  46 
IN  MEMORY  -  MAUDE  MAE  COOK,  Pletzer,  Frankie,  Mar  p  7 
IN  MEMORY  -  RHODA  BINNER,  Lalanne,  Judie,  Jan  p  8 
IN  MEMORY  -  SUE  GOFF,  Adamson,  Peggy,  Nov  p  47 
IN  MEMORY  -  TOMMIE  RIDDLE  ODEN,  Wicht,  Jane,  Jan  p  8 
IN  MEMORY  -  VERONICA  McMAHON,  Smith,  Jim,  Jul  p  46 
IN  MEMORY  -  WARREN  TERRAL,  Swift,  June,  Nov  p  47 
IN  SEARCH  OF  NEW  VIOLETS,  Smith,  Dr.,  Jeff,  Jan  p  41; 

Mar  p  26;  May  p  23;  Jul  p  23;  Sep  p  14;  Nov  p  14 
Interpretive  Flower  Arrangements,  Nov  p  5 
Interpretive  Plant  Arrangements,  Nov  p  5 
INTRODUCING  YOUR  AVSA  NOMINEES,  Jan  p  22 
IS  IT  CYCLAMEN  MITES  OR  BOTRYTIS?,  Lipson,  Neil  D., 
May  p  1 9 

ISOLATE  -  YOU  WILL  BE  GLAD  YOU  DID,  Farnum,  Dr., 
Sylvia  A.,  Mar  p  34 

I 

Judges  Handbook  changes,  Jul  p  18 

K 

KEIKI  FUN,  Martens,  Dale,  May  p  45 

L 

Library,  Jul  p  4 1 

LIBRARY  COMMENT  FORMS,  THE  AVSA,  Breden,  Ralph, 
Sep  p  39 

Lighting,  Jan  p  9;  Sep  p  4 

LITTLE  PLANTS  MAKE  BIG  IMPACT,  Lorbiecki,  Teny,  Jul  p  12 

LIVING  HEIRLOOMS,  Burk,  C.  John,  Sep  p  1 1 

LOVE  THOSE  MOIST- RITES,  Thornburg,  Don  L.,  May  p  41 


M 

MAKE  A  TRAVEL  CASE  FOR  YOUR  VIOLETS,  Switzer, 
Mary  Ann,  Mar  p  48 

MASTER  LIST  OF  SPECIES  AND  CULTIVARS,  1994,  Nov 
Sup,  p  A-1 

MID-ATLANTIC  TO  HOLD  4TH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION, 

Nov  p  38 
Minutes,  Sep  p  7 
Mobiles,  Sep  p  34 

N 

Natural  Gardens,  Nov  p  5 

NEW  USE  FOR  VERMICULITE,  Goodsell,  Barbara,  Jul  p  52 
NEW  YORK  STATE  AVS  JUDGES  COUNCIL  TO  MEET,  Mar 
p  23 

NITRO/MAX  FERTILITY  PROGRAM  -  AFRICAN  VIO¬ 
LETS,  Jul  p  50 

NO  ONE  WANTS  ...  A  SCRAWNY  NECK!!,  Gasper,  Virginia 
W.,  Mar  p  32 

O 

OFFICE  MEMO,  Chatelain,  Cindy,  Jul  p  38 
OLDIES,  Elkin,  Barbara  and  Goldstein,  Marilyn,  Jul  p  44;  Nov 
p  44 

P 

PLANT  PATENTS,  ABOUT,  May  p  46 
POET’S  CORNER,  THE,  Root,  Douglas  0.,  Jan  p  18 
POET’S  CORNER,  THE,  Wasson,  Lucile,  Mar  p  31 
POET’S  CORNER,  THE,  Russom,  Fran  Johnson,  May  p  20 
PORTUGUESE  COMMUNITY  ENJOYS  VIOLETS  OF  CANA¬ 
DIAN  VASCO  CRUZ,  Mar  p  19 
POST-CONVENTION  TOUR  IS  OFFERING  WHAT  COLO¬ 
RADO  IS  REALLY  ALL  ABOUT,  Mar  p  30 
Pot  Size,  Jan  p  10 
Pots,  Nov  p  1 7 

Powdery  mildew  controls,  Jul  p  17 
PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE,  Pittman,  Hortense,  Jul  -  inside  front 
cover;  Sep  -  inside  front  cover;  Nov  -  inside  front  cover 
PREVIEW,  1995  AVSA  CONVENTION,  ST.  LOUIS,  Nov  p  33 
Primulina  tabacum,  Nov  p  48 

PRITCHARD’S  PANDEMONIUM,  Beam,  Marilee,  Mar  p  38 
Proposed  Amendments  to  AVSA  Bylaws,  Jan  p  38 
PUBLICATION  ENTRIES  FOR  THE  DENVER 
CONVENTION,  Jan  p  39 

PUBLICATION  ENTRIES  FOR  THE  ST.  LOUIS 
CONVENTION,  Nov  p  34 

Q 

QUESTION  BOX,  Robinson,  Ralph  and  Smith,  James,  Jan  p 
13;  Mar  p  17;  May  p  17;  Jul  p  16;  Sep  p  16;  Nov  p  16 

R 

RECYCLE  YOUR  WAY  TO  BETTER  PLANTS,  Payne,  Peggy, 
Sep  p  33 

RECYCLING  BECOMES  COMMUNITY  ASSET,  Steuteville, 
Robert,  Jul  p  28 

REGISTRATION  REPORT,  Keating,  Iris,  Jan  p  15;  Mar  p  20; 
May  p  21;  Jul  p  13;  Sep  p  13;  Nov  p  39 

Room  Sharing  (Convention) ,  Jan  p  34 

S 

Saintpaulia,  Jul  p  50 
Saintpaulia  ‘Rob’s  Gray  Ghost’,  Mar  p  8 
Saintpaulia  ‘Ultra  Violet  88-909  hybrid’,  Sep  p  30 
Saintpaulia  species,  Sep  p  29;  Nov  p  30 
SAVE  AN  “OLDIE”  FROM  EXTINCTION,  May  p  26 
SAVE  AN  OLD  FRIEND  FROM  EXTINCTION,  Elkin, 
Barbara,  Jan  p  21 ;  Mar  p  39 
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“SECRET  INGREDIENT”  CAN  SAVE  YOU  TIME,  ETC.  IF 

IT  DOESN’T  FLY  AWAY!,  Mark,  Carol  J.,  May  p  43 
SECRETS  OF  REPOTTING,  Farnum,  Dr.,  Sylvia  A.,  Nov  p  29 
Seed  planting  methods,  Jul  p  1 7 
Semiminiature  Trailers,  ]an  p  13 
SEND  YOUR  CHOICES,  Lawson,  Floyd,  ]an  p  14 
SHOW  TALK,  Hoover,  Danyl,  ]an  p  12;  Mar  p  28;  Jul  p  20; 
Sep  p  20;  Nov  p  26 

SHOWS  &  JUDGES,  Foster,  Bill,  Jan  p  20;  May  p  16;  Jul  p  18; 
Sep  p  15 

Sinningia,  Nov  p  20 
Sinningia  Taper  Moon’,  May  p  10 
Sinningia  ‘Star  Eyes’,  Jan  p  19 
Slide  Programs,  Jul  p  4 1 
Soil  Mixes,  Nov  p  1 6 

SOME  THOUGHTS  ON  FOLIAR  FEEDING  &  SPRAY 
MISTING,  Thornburg,  Don  L.,  Nov  p  10 
SOMETHING  OLD  -  SOMETHING  NEW,  Payne,  Peggy,  Mar 
p  24 

St.  Louis  Area  Information,  Nov  p  33 
STATEMENT  OF  CONDITION,  AVSA,  Sep  p  38 
STATEMENT  OF  OWNERSHIP,  MANAGEMENT  AND 
CIRCULATION,  Nov  p  7 
Streptocarpus  growing  advice.  May  p  1 7 
Superthrive,  Nov  p  48 

SURVEY  OF  FLOWER  PIGMENT  TYPES  IN  AFRICAN 
VIOLETS,  A,  Glenn,  Matthew  L.,  Skinner,  Caitlin  E.,  and 
Smith,  Dr.,  Jeff,  May  p  47 

T 

TALLY  TIME  -  1993,  Landgren,  Anna  Jean,  Mar  p  41 
TANZANITE,  Richardson,  Diane,  Nov  p  38 
Terrariums,  Nov  p  4 

THE  ENVIRONS  AND  ORIGINS  OF  THE  AFRICAN 
VIOLET,  Ciarcia,  Bessie  M.,  Sep  p  28 
THE  MYSTERY  OF  THE  AMBONI  CAVES,  Mather,  Sylva, 
Nov  p  30 

THE  VIOLET  THAT  PRODUCED  A  TREE  (AND  OTHER 

SURPRISES),  Waddy,  Hugh,  Nov  p  21 
Thrips,  Nov  p  1 7 

TINARI  GREENHOUSE  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD  -  AFRI¬ 
CAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  MINNESOTA,  Jul  p  49 
TINARI  GREENHOUSES  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD,  Jan  p  39 
TIPS  ON  CUTTING  BACK,  Behrens,  Sybil,  Jul  p  33 
TO  PLANT  A  SEED,  Mullin,  Brenda  C.,  Nov  p  54 
TRACING  INHERITANCE  OF  CORAL  FACTOR  TRAIT  IN 
AV’s  USING  PIGMENT  ANALYSIS,  Glenn,  Matthew  L., 
Skinner,  Caitlin,  and  Smith,  Dr.,  Jeff,  May  p  12 
Trailing  African  violets,  Jul  p  16 
Transplanting,  Jan  p  11;  Nov  p  1 7 

UP-DATE  ON  AFRICAN  VIOLET  PESTS,  Cole,  Dr.,  Charles 
L.,  Nov  p  18 

UPCOMING  EVENTS!,  Jul  p  8;  Sep  p  8 
VIOLET  BURN-OUT,  Jackson,  Rebecca,  May  p  38 
Violet  Quirks,  Mar  p  4 

VIOLETS  HAVE  ME  IN  THEIR  GRIP,  Ricker,  Anna,  Nov  p  4 1 
Watering,  Jan  p  10 
Wick  watering.  May  p  1 7;  Nov  p  16 
X-Colbergaria  ‘Orange  Fire’,  Jul  p  30 
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Robinson,  Ralph,  Question  Box,  Jan  p  13;  Mar  p  17;  May  p 
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WELCOME  HOME  -  (Stork),  Mar  p  33 
WINDY  DAY  -  (Boone),  Nov  p  37 
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An  Intriguing  Sample  of  New  Introductions  for  Your  Growing  &  Showing  Pleasure, 


tl  RAMBLIN’  CREAM  PIE  (Champion)  -  Whet  your  appetite  with  this  yummy  stan¬ 
dard  trailer.  Medium  green  and  white  crown  variegation,  on  the  outer  parts  of 
the  foliage,  is  tastefully  covered  with  large,  pale  pink,  semi-double,  star-shaped 
blossoms.  Fine  trailing  habits  in  this  delectable  ’95  release. 
it  RAMBLIN’  FIREDANCE  (Champion)  -  Bright  pink  double  blooms  dance  with  joy¬ 
ous  abandon  atop  handsome  green  and  white  “Champion”  variegation  in  this 
standard  trailer.  Almost  always  covered  with  a  plentitude  of  flowers  and  with 
foliage  that  trails  well;  a  new  introduction  from  a  superior  hybridizer. 
a  RAMBLIN’  MAYTIME  (Champion)  -  Add  this  free-blooming  vision  of  Spring  to 
your  collection!  Semidouble  pink  blossoms  with  darker  eyes  (the  color  is  spe¬ 
cial!!)  enhance  the  medium  green  and  white  crown  variegation  of  this  standard 
trailer.  A  ’95  release  that  really  reaches  out,  with  a  half  inch  between  leaf  nodes. 
it  ALABASTER  TRINKET  (Champion)  -  You’ll  love  this  dainty  new  semiminiature 
with  its  bouquet  of  large  single  white  flowers  that  hold  exceptionally  well  and 
provide  a  delightful  contrast  to  the  tawny  crown  variegation. 
is  MISTY  BLUE  TRINKET  (Champion)  -  A  wonderful  ’95  semiminiature  release 

whose  “Champion”  variegation  is  yellow-to-tan  and  prolifically  topped  by  semi¬ 
double  medium  blue  blossoms  that  shade  to  lighter  edges. 

*  ALAMO  STRANGER  (Pittman)  -  The  combination  of  large  double  blooms  in  un¬ 
usual  shades  of  creamy  pink,  green,  and  bronze,  amassed  above  showy  dark  green 
foliage,  won  this  beauty  “Best  New  Introduction"  at  the  1994  Dixie  Convention. 

A  strikingly  different  standard  ...  don’t  let  this  be  a  stranger  to  your  collection! 

^  MARVIN  RUNYON  (Pittman)  -  Raspberry  fantasy  markings  splash  the  petals  of  the 
semidouble  pink  pansies,  handsome  above  dark  tailored  leaves  that  have  fine 
symmetry.  This  standard  was  named  in  honor  of  our  U.S.  Postmaster  General 
upon  the  event  of  the  issuance  of  the  African  violet  stamp. 

^  PEGGY  RIOS  (Pittman)  -  Dark,  tailored  standard  foliage  provides  a  perfect  skirting 
for  the  great  profusion  of  light  blue  semidouble  blooms.  So  very  pretty  is  this 
1995  release! 

^  ETHEL  TWIFORD  (Pittman)  -  Bright  pink  double  flowers  adorned  with  raspberry 
edges  and  fantasy  markings  are  striking  above  symmetrical,  dark,  show  foliage 
sparked  with  Tommie-Lou  type  variegation.  An  outstanding  semiminiature  that 
is  sure  to  become  a  classic ! 


^  LAVENDER  RAGE  (Pittman)  -  Perfection  of  symmetry  is  the  norm  for  the  darkish 
medium  green  semiminiature  leaves  that  are  covered  by  a  bountiful  quantity  of 
outstanding  semidouble  lavender  blossoms.  A  pleasure  to  grow,  it  will  be  “all 
the  rage”  at  your  next  show! 

*  TEXAS  TEEN  (Pittman)  -  Multitudes  of  dark,  ruby  red  flowers,  semidoubles, 

sparkle  above  symmetrical,  tailored  foliage  in  medium-dark  green.  What  a  beauti¬ 
ful  new  semiminiature  variety  to  grow  for  show! 

^  LEMON  COOKIE  (Pittman)  -  Deliciously  colored  in  white  and  yellow,  the  artistic 
arrangement  of  flowers  mound  on  a  ‘plate’  of  medium  green  semiminiature 
leaves  lightly  variegated  in  white.  A  definite  “lemon  yellow  glow”  to  this  1995 
introduction.  PLANTS.  $10  EACH:  LEAVES.  $3.00  EACH. 

^  MOON  GOLD  (Pittman)  -  A  delight  to  grow,  the  golden-hued  (with  white)  double 
ruffled  flowers  are  spectacular  over  wavy,  Lou-variegated  semiminiature  foliage. 
A  true  enchancement  in  the  “yellow"  varieties!  PLANTS.  $10  EACH:  LEAVES. 
$3.00  EACH. 

^  TEXAS  GOLD  (Pittman)  -  This  is  a  must  for  your  collection!  The  semidouble,  ruf- 
fled-edge  blossoms  of  yellow  and  white  present  a  pretty  picture  over 
semiminiature  wavy  leaves  styled  with  Tommie-Lou  variegation.  This  1995 
introduction  created  excitement  when  exhibited  at  the  1994  AVSA  convention  in 
Denver.  PLANTS.  $10  EACH:  LEAVES.  $3.00  EACH. 

^  GENETIC  CARMINE  (Jeff  Smith)  -  Double  pansies  of  dark  coral-red  abound  in 
stunning  color  above  mosaic  (Lilian  Jarrett)  variegation  in  this  large  variety.  A 
breathtaking  1995  release,  strongly  variegated,  that  will  easily  grow  to  20+  inch¬ 
es,  The  foliage  has  a  red  reverse  at  maturity,  shapes  well  for  show;  good  bloom 
count. 

^  GENETIC  FANTASY  (Jeff  Smith)  -  A  new  combination  of  lightly  variegated 

mosaic  (Jarret)  foliage  and  fantasy  blooms  -  doubles  with  pink  dots  on  a  blue- 
purple  ground.  A  small  standard,  an  innovative  addition  for  your  collection. 

*  TOMORROW’S  GOLIATH  (Jeff  Smith)  -  Everything  about  this  plant  is  large! 

Medium  green,  scalloped  and  quilted  leaves  are  matched  by  the  proper  propor¬ 
tional  size  of  the  big,  ruffled  fuchsia,  fully  double  pansy  blooms,  that  can  have  a 
lighter  shading  at  the  petal  edges.  Fine  symmetry,  a  big  show  prospect! 


4-4  4- 

PLANTS  listed  above  are  $3.75  each,  except  as  noted  in  individual  descriptions,  PLUS  SHIPPING. 

LEAVES  for  varieties  listed  above  are  $1.50  each,  except  as  noted  in  individual  descriptions,  PLUS  SHIPPING. 

SHIPPING:  To  WI,  MI,  MN,  Northern  IL  only;  $6.50,  UPS  ground  service. 

ALL  OTHER  CONTINGENT  STATES:  $10.50,  Priority  Mail  (for  the  safe  arrival  of  your  plants  and/or  leaves!) 

ADD  to  all  orders:  $.50  per  plant  after  the  1st  4  plants  ordered.  $.10  per  leaf  after  the  1st  12  leaves  ordered. 

FOR  ORDERS  SHIPPED  BEYOND  THE  CONTINGENT  48  STATES,  INQUIRE  AS  TO  SHIPPING  COSTS. 

4-  We  specialize  in  overseas  shipping.  ♦ 

4^4^  PLANT  AND/OR  LEAF  ORDERS  POSTMARKED  BEFORE  MARCH  1ST  (from  our  Nov.  ’94,  Jan.  ’95, 

AVM  ads  and  our  1995  catalog)  mav  take  a  5%  discount  from  the  order  (not  including  shipping  charges).  4-4- 

This  discount  does  not  apply  to  orders  for  growing  supplies. 

«|»  ^  ^ 

Hundreds  of  varieties  listed  in  our  1995  catalog,  ready  about  February. 

All  are  fully  described  and  indexed,  with  registration  numbers  listed. 

Including  1994  releases  from  Kent,  Munk,  Ness,  Robinson,  and  Sorano, 
plus  the  best  of  old  and  new  from  over  50  of  the  world’s  premier  hybridizers. 

This  season  we  will  also  be  listing  a  selection  of  streptocarpus,  episcias,  columneas,  and  chiritas. 

CATALOG  -  $2.50,  U.S.  -  $4.00,  Canada,  Mexico,  -  $6.00  Overseas  (air  mail). 

*  Our  1994  mail-order  customers  will  receive  a  complimentary  copy  of  the  catalog.  # 

Shipping  well  established  starter  plants  and  fresh  cut  leaves  May  thru  October,  weather  permitting. 

WE  TAKE  PRIDE  IN  THE  QUALITY  OF  OUR  STOCK  AND  IN  OUR  EXPERT  WRAPPING  AND  PACKING. 

©  GIFTS  ARE  HAPPILY  SENT  WITH  PLANT  AND/OR  LEAF  ORDERS.  © 

❖  ❖  ^ 

SUPPLIES  ARE  SHIPPED  YEAR  ’ROUND. 

*  OUR  OWN  SPECIAL  AV  SOILLESS  MIX  * 

PETERS  &  VOLKM ANN’S  AV  EERTILIZER  «r  SUPERTHRIVE  tt  PERLITE  *VERMICULITE  *  ORTHENE  PT  1300  * 
*  LEAP  SUPPORT  RINGS  *  DANDY  POTS*  VATTEX  MATTING  *  PROPAGATON  PLATS,  DOMES,  EGGCRATING  * 

^  ^  ^ 

GENOLA  B.  COX  -  1440  41  Everett  Road,  Eagle  River,  WI  54521  (715)  479-3099 
Visit  our  “growing  family”  in  the  beautiful  Northwoods  of  Wisconsin. 

OPEN  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  CLOSED  Sundays,  Mondays,  and  holidays. 


^  Hew  Year,  ^  Hew  Begii^i^ii^g! 

A  chill  wind  whispers  through  the  trees^ 

And  winter  snow  in  glistening  white  appears. 
Starry  skies,  bright  moon  full  and  rounded. 

A  New  Year  we  greet  with  faith  unbounded. 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  ACCESSORIES  SHIPPED  PROIVIPTLY  THE  YEAR  ROUND  BY  UPS 


African  Violets:  Gifts  from  Nature  ...  by  Melvin  J. 
Robey.  Beautiful  new  book,  contains  42  color  photos, 
150  b&w,  many  illustrations  and  charts.  Learn  how  to 
identify  insect  problems  and  gain  knowledge  on  how 
to  select  the  proper  pesticide  for  eradication.  Detailed 
chapters  on  proper  potting,  watering,  lighting,  propa¬ 
gation,  hybridizing,  and  seed.  A  real  textbook  8-1  /2" 
X  11",  all  you  ever  need  to  know  about  African  violets 
at  your  fingertips.  Truly  a  masterpiece!  $45.00  ppd. 


Growing  Our  Way  ...  "Our  African  Violet  Heritage"  by 
Anne  Tinari.  Read  about  the  heritage  of  your  favorite 
plant,  its  growth  and  history  of  many  cultivars  origi¬ 
nated  in  the  last  30  years.  Most  often  asked  questions 
and  answers  to  help  you  with  your  violet  problems.  An 
ideal  gift  for  any  violet  enthusiast,  autographed  on 
request.  $6.95  postpaid 


TABLETOP  ADJUSTABLE  FIXTURES 

This  tabletop  adjustable  fixture  is  available  in 
two  sizes.  Fixture  height  is  easily  adjusted 
from  1"  to  24"  on  the  sturdy  1"  square  welded 
aluminum  legs.  White  aluminum  fixtures 
complete  with  wide  spectrum  tubes,  2-wire 
cord  and  on/off  line  switch. 


MODEL  TT220WS  . . .  TABLETOP  FIXTURE 
with  2-20  watt  Gro-Lux  Wide  spectrum  tubes, 
24"  length . $62.95  ppd. 

MODEL  TT240WS  . . .  TABLETOP  FIXTURE 
with  2-40  watt  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes, 
38"  length  . $72.95  ppd. 


HANDCRAFTED  2-PIECE  SELF-WATERING  CERAMIC  POT 
STYLE  CSW-1 

Height . 4-1/2"  overall 

V  Width  . 7"  overall 

Pot  Size . For  3"  or  4"  pots 

^  /  Price  . $14.95  postpaid 

/  STYLE  CSW-2 

Height . 3-1/4"  overall 

Width  . 5-1/2"  overall 

I  »  Pot  Size . For  2-1  /4"  or  3"  pots 

Price  . $10.95  postpaid 

\sr/  STYLE  CSW-MINI 

(for  miniatures  &  semiminiatures) 

Height . 3-1/4"  overall 

Width  . 4-3/4"  overall 

^  Pot  Size . Minis 

y  Price  . $8.95  postpaid 

STYLE  CSW-MM  (Micromini) 

NEW  -  especially  for  Microminis 

JSX  Height . 2-1/4" 

Width . 3-1/2"  overall 

Price  . $6.95  postpaid 

2-piecc  ceramic  self-watering  footed  pots.  Choose  from  9  sparkling  colors  in 
lavender,  Robin's  egg  blue,  mint  green,  deep  blue,  pink,  sesame,  lemon  yellow, 
gray,  and  white.  Attractive  violet  cluster  glazed  decal  decoration  on  both  sides. 
(Please  state  2nd  color  choice.)  These  pots  can  be  watered  from  side  holes  to  the 
reservoir  or  removed  to  refill  reservoir.  Helps  to  avoid  overwatering  and  very 
convenient  for  people  who  must  be  away  for  periods  of  time. 

CERAMIC  CONCH  SHELL 


4-TRAY  LITE  STAND  ...  Fabricated  from  1"  square 
aluminum  tubing.  They  are  easy  to  assemble  with  a 
screwdriver.  These  stands  are  sturdy,  yet  attractive.  The 
unit  comes  complete  with  four  plastic  tan  trays  and  four 
double  light  fixtures  with  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes. 
The  shelves  do  not  adjust,  but  the  fixtures  are  easily 
adjusted  with  the  new  slide  adjustment.  Overall  size  70" 
high  X  26"  length  x  12"  depth.  Shipped  by  UPS  prepaid. 
4-Tray  Lite  Stand  .  .  .  Aluminum  finish  .  .  .  .$299.00  ppd. 
4-Tray  Lite  Stand  .  .  .  Brown  finish  . $325.00  ppd. 


8-TRAY  LITE  STAND  ...  Fabricated  from  1"  square  aluminum  tubing.  They 
are  easy  to  assemble.  This  unit  comes  complete  with  eight  plastic  tan  trays 
and  four  double  light  fixtures  with  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes.  Shelves 
do  not  adjust,  but  the  fixtures  are  easily  adjusted  with  the  new  slide 
adjustment.  Overall  size  70"  high  x  26"  length  x  24"  depth.  Shipped  by  UPS 
prepaid. 

8-Tray  Lite  Stand  ....  Aluminum  finish  . $335.00  ppd. 

8-Tray  Lite  Stand . Brown  finish  . $345.00  ppd. 


DANDY  POTS  -  Reservoir  Wick  Planters  available  in 
blue,  pink,  violet,  and  white.  Made  of  fade  resistant 
plastics,  simple  to  use  wick  watering  system,  easy  to  fill 
reservoir  which  comes  apart  for  cleaning. 

Mini  Dandy  -  2-1/4"  pot,  4  oz.  transparent  reservoir 
$3.99  each  with  any  order,  specify  color  desired. 

Dandy  Pot ...  4"  pot,  16  oz.  transparent  reservoir 
$5.99  each  with  anv  order,  specify  color  desired. 


TINARI'S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWING  MEDIUM  -  Properly  blended 
growing  medium  -  fhe  same  used  in  our  greenhouse  operation,  pH  of  about 
6.4,  packaged  ready  to  ship  in: 

12  Quart  poly  bag . zone  0-1-2  . $11.95  ppd. 

12  Quart  poly  bag . zone  3-4-5  . $12.95  ppd. 

12  Quart  poly  bag . zone  6-7-8-9  . $13.95  ppd. 

(First  number  of  your  zip  code  indicates  you  should  use.) 


Self-watering  2-piece  ceramic  conch  shell.  A  novel  way  to  display  and  grow  your 
most  beautiful  violets.  Shell  measures  8"  in  diameter,  4"  high  suitable  for  2-1/2"  to 
3"  pot.  Available  in  four  sparkling  colors  with  Mother-of-Pearl  overlay  ...  soft  shell 
peach,  light  blue,  lilac  and  white . $14.95  postpaid 


GllA  ...  COMPACT  LITE  UNIT  -  Fabricated  from 
1"  square  aluminum  tubing,  easy  to  assemble. 
Fixture  is  easily  adjustable  with  new  slide  feature. 

Unit  is  complete  with  light  fixture  containing  2-20 
watt  24"  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes  and  tan 
tray.  Overall  size  22"!  1  x  27"L  x  12"D 
$89.95  postpaid 

G22A  ...  COMPACT  LITE  STAND  -  2-Shelf  stand  is 
fabricated  from  1"  square  aluminum  tubing,  easily 
assembled.  This  stand  is  a  sturdy,  attractive  propa¬ 
gating  unit.  The  shelves  do  not  adjust,  but  the  fixtures 
are  easily  adjusted  with  new  slide  adjustment. 
Complete  with  trays,  fixtures  and  2-20  watt  Gro-Lux 
wide  spectrum  tubes.  Overall  size  40"  high,  27"  long, 
12"  deep.  Shipped  prepaid  via  UPS. 

$169.00  ppd 
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Dept.  AV 

Commercial  Member 
AVS  of  America,  Inc. 
Send  50e  for  color  catalog. 


Box  190,  2325  Valley  Road 
Huntingdon  Valley,  Pa.  19006 


AVSA  Business 

INFORMATION  FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITH  YOUR  SOCIETY  TO  ENSURE  GOOD  SERVICE.  IF  YOU  HAVE  MORE  THAN  ONE  ITEM, 
SEND  EACH  ITEM  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  GIVE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to  AVSA 
Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  phone  409-839-4725. 
Individual  -  $15,  USA  only;  Individual,  all  other  countries  -  $17;  Commercial 
USA  -  $25;  Commercial  International  -  $27;  Life  -  $200.  Remit  in  U.S.  Dollars 
with  draft  or  check  on  a  New  York,  USA  Bank.  See  Membership  Application. 
AFFILIATES:  Chapter  -  $15;  Council,  State  or  Region  -  $30. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help,  requests  for 
assistance  to  Anne  Tnari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
19006. 

AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  shows,  awards,  how  to  organize  a  chapter 
or  membership  questions,  write  Bob  Green,  997  Botany  Lane,  Rockledge,  FL 
32955,  407-631-1106. 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Cindy  Chatelain,  Office  Manager,  2375  North  Street, 
Beaumont,  TX  77702,  1-800-770-AVSA;  409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839- 
4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m.  CST. 

BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson,  1100  W. 
Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91007. 

BINDERS:  FOR  BACK  ISSUES  PRIOR  TO  lULY  1992:  $14.50  each  or  2  for 
$28.00. 

SLIP  CASE  BOXES:  FOR  BACK  ISSUES  PRIOR  TO  [ULY  1992:  $12.50  each 
or  2  for  $24.00. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Ruth  Warren,  P.  0.  Box  3664,  Fall 
River,  MA  02722. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Marlene  Buck, 
P.  0.  Box  38,  Oreland,  PA  19075. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Anne  Jantzen, 
2725  Katrina  Way,  Mountain  View,  CA  94040. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES:  David  Buttram,  P.  0.  Box  193,  Independence, 
MO  64051. 

COMMERCIAL  SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  For  information  on  convention  entries 
or  sales  room,  contact  J.  R  Pittman,  12406  Alexandria,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78233. 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Ian.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contributions  for 
convention  awards  to  Esther  Edwards  Wells,  948  Fair  Oaks  Court,  Liberty,  MO 
64068  by  Sept.  1. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  workshop  programs  or 
interesting  speakers  to  Ann  Miller,  Convention  Director,  522  Willow  Wisp 
Circle,  Spring,  TX  77388.  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national  convention  in 
your  area,  contact  Convention  Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  St.  Louis,  MO  -  May  22-27,  1995,  Atlanta, 
GA- May  20-25,  1996. 

CULTURE  FOLDERS  (postpaid):  100  to  400  -  $7.50  per  100;  500  to  900  - 
$5.50  per  100;  1000  and  over  -  $4.25  per  100. 

SHORT  VERSION  OF  CULTURE  FOLDER  (postpaid):  1,000  to  4,000  - 
$17.50  per  1,000;  5,000  to  9,000  -  $15.00  per  1,000;  10,000  and  over  - 
$14.00  per  1,000. 

JUDGES  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Bill 
Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWERS, 
EXHIBITORS  AND  JUDGES: 

1994  Handbook  -  $9.95  (postpaid) 

Note;  We  have  reprinted  the  Judges  Handbook.  If  you  ordered 
a  handbook  prior  to  November  1994  and  would  like  to  update 
your  book  with  all  changes  that  have  appeared  in  the  AVM 
thru  Jan.  '95,  please  order  1993  Updated  pages.  Cost  is  $4.00. 


JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request  to  Elinor 
Skelton,  3910  Larchwood  Rd.,  Falls  Church,  VA  22041. 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from  AVSA  Office,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in  July  issue.  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Ralph  Breden,  127  Via  Los  Altos, 
Redondo  Beach,  CA  90277. 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  1995,  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc., 
all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction  in  whole  or  in  part  without  written  permission 
is  prohibited.  All  articles  are  property  of  AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted 
without  editor’s  permission. 

AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  FAX 
409-839-4329. 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS  AND  COLUMNISTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

COMING  EVENTS  AND  MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles,  Columnists  and  Coming  Events:  Jan. 
issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.l;  July  issue  -  Apr.  1; 
Sept,  issue  -  June  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1 . 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  copy  info:  Diane 
Richardson,  9207  Ravenwood  Rd.,  Baltimore,  MD  21237;  410-686-4667. 
ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan.  issue  -  Oct.  15;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  15; 
May  issue  -  Feb.  15;  July  issue  -  Apr.  15;  Sept,  issue  -  June  15;  Nov.  issue 
-  Aug.  15. 

SHOW  TALK  (Winners):  Send  to  DarryJ  Hoover,  1812  W.  Southgate, 
Fullerton,  CA  92633 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of  available  issues 
from  Beaumont  office. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days  before  it  is  to 
take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office  in  Beaumont. 

QUESTION  BOX:  Jim  Smith  and  Ralph  Robinson,  489  Linwood  Ave.,  Buffalo, 
NY  14209 


MASTER  VARIETY  LIST:  Number  5  is  out  of  stock. 

MVL  NUMBER  6  -  $12.95  postpaid.  Describes  aJJ  varieties  registered  to 
Dec.  31,  1992— all  recognized  species  and  non-registered  cuJtivars 
introduced  from  July  1983  to  Dec.  1992.  MVL  is  looseleaf  and  fits  in 
MVL  binder  available  from  AVSA  office  or  in  an  8-1/2  x  11  regular 
binder. 

MVL  BINDER:  3-ring,  two  pockets,  deep  burgundy  -  $6.95  each. 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  will  be  published  in  the  AVM.  Send  any 
correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars  with  hybridizer's  name  to 
Lynn  Lombard,  Master  Variety  List  Chairman,  1407  Calle  Espana,  San 
Dimas,  CA  91773. 

MVL  COMPUTER  DISKETTES:  1992  MVL  -  $25.00.  Updates  (when 
available)  -  $25.00.  For  computer  compatibility  requirements,  please 
write  Beaumont  office. 


MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members  and  New  Members,  only. 
Members  renewing,  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of  AVM. 

OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Janet  T.  Riemer,  256 
Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.,  Pennington,  NJ  08534. 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Iris  Keating,  149  Loretto  Court,  Claremont,  CA 
91711, 

RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or  names  of 
interested,  qualified  potential  research  personnel  to  Frank  Tlnari,  2325  Valley 
Road,  Box  190,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006. 

SHOW  ENTRY  TAGS:  100  -  $6.00  postpaid.  Order  from  AVSA  Office. 
QUESTIONS  ON  HYBRIDIZING:  Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  “In  Search  of  New  Violets”  - 
The  Indiana  Academy,  Ball  State  University,  Muncie,  IN  47306. 
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own  and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  opinion  of  AVSA. 
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President’s  Message 

Spring  is  a  beautiful  time  of  year.  Now  is  the  favorite  season  for 
most  people  and  certainly  AVSA  members.  Even  the  violets  seem  to 
know  it  is  the  season  that  grows  best.  My  violet  seeds  seem  to 
germinate  faster  and  the  leaves  seem  to  propagate  in  less  time. 

It  is  the  time  of  year  that  most  of  our  affiliate  clubs  have  their 
annual  shows.  What  fun  it  is  to  participate  in  your  local  club.  Affiliate  shows  give  our 
members  an  opportunity  to  show  off  what  they  have  grown  or  the  design  entries 
they  have  made.  These  entries  always  interest  the  general  public.  It  gives  members  a 
chance  to  tell  people  about  our  national  society  as  well  as  explain  what  an  affiliate 
club  is.  Be  sure  you  have  AVSA  culture  folders  at  your  show.  Culture  folders  contain 
growing  information  and  an  application  for  membership  in  AVSA. 

We  are  approaching  our  49th  national  convention  and  show  in  St.  Louis.  Be  sure  to 
get  your  registration  in  as  early  as  possible.  The  AVSA  office  is  busy  at  this  time  of 
year  and  they  would  appreciate  your  early  response.  Be  sure  to  read  carefully  all  the 
information  in  the  pink  pages  of  the  Jan.-Feb.  issue  of  the  AVM.  Note  the  information 
on  receiving  a  free  registration  and  a  free  sleeping  room  for  one  night. 

The  St.  Louis  convention  committees  are  working  to  make  this  a  convention  you'll 
long  remember.  It  holds  promises  of  informative  workshops,  interesting  tours, 
beautiful  entries  in  the  show,  as  well  as  an  opportunity  for  you  to  meet  new  and  old 
violet  friends. 

Special  thanks  to  DoDe  and  Jim  Whitaker  as  they  retire  from  the  AVSA  convention 
committee.  They  have  spent  tireless  hours  each  year  in  order  for  AVSA  to  enjoy  a  well 
organized  and  successful  convention.  The  AVSA  Officers,  Board  of  Directors,  and  our 
membership  recognize  and  commend  DoDe  and  Jim  for  the  many  contributions  they 
have  made. 

Ann  Miller  has  been  appointed  AVSA  convention  director.  We  welcome  Ann  in  this 
office  and  look  forward  to  working  with  her.  Please  refer  to  the  AVSA  business  pages 
for  her  address. 

Congratulations  to  our  new  editor,  Ruth  Rumsey.  The  Jan.-Feb.  issue  is  beautiful. 
I've  had  many  calls  and  letters  complimenting  Ruth  on  her  first  issue  as  AVSA  editor. 
Ruth  is  in  the  office  5  days  a  week  for  your  convenience.  Help  her  by  sending  your 
articles  of  interest  for  publication.  Many  of  you  are  good  writers  or  have  good 
information  that  would  be  of  interest  to  AVM  readers. 

Cindy  Chatelain,  AVSA  office  manager,  is  assisting  Ruth  Rumsey  with  the  AVM. 
They  will  both  be  working  at  the  convention  in  St.  Louis.  This  will  give  the 
membership  an  opportunity  to  meet  and  visit  with  both  of  these  AVSA  employees. 

Plan  now  to  attend  the  convention.  I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  there. 


Good  growing  and  showing. 


Hortense  Pittman 
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by:  Cindy  Chatelain  -  AVSA  Office  Manager 


Spring  has  arrived  once  again  in  Beaumont,  Texas. 
This  is  probably  everyone’s  favorite  season.  It  definitely 
is  mine.  Many  people,  unfamiliar  with  Texas,  tend  to 
think  of  our  state  as  wide  open  spaces  with  a  desert-like 
climate.  Southeast  Texas,  however,  is  more  like  the  deep 
South.  Spring  brings  beautiful  displays  of  azaleas,  bridal 
wreath,  roses,  tulips  and  bluebonnets.  If  you  are  in  our 
area,  please  come  by  the  office  and  say  “Hello".  We 
truly  enjoy  visiting  with  our  members. 

Spring  also  means  that  many  of  our  affiliate  clubs 
hold  their  annual  shows.  What  a  treat!  Review  the 
Coming  Events  section  in  this  issue  and  plan  to  attend  a 
show  near  you.  If  you  are  new  to  African  violets,  you 
will  be  amazed  at  the  beauty  and  variety  of  our  beloved 
plant.  You  will  also  see  just  how  beautifully  these  plants 
can  be  grown  when  given  the  proper  care.  Most  mem¬ 
bers  of  affiliates  are  eager  to  share  their  knowledge  with 
other  growers. 

We  often  get  letters  from  members  who  feel  that  we 
devote  too  much  attention  to  the  Show,  growing  for 
show,  and  to  Society  Business.  We  ask  that  you  please 
consider  that  we  are  a  society  and  the  AVM  is  a  pub¬ 
lication  of  our  society.  We  must  have  a  vehicle  for 
keeping  members  of  our  society  informed  on  matters 
that  concern  the  society  as  a  whole.  Affiliate  Shows  are 
one  of  the  most  effective  methods  of  educating  the 
general  public  about  African  violets.  The  Judges  Hand¬ 
book  states  that  the  PURPOSE  of  African  violet  shows 
is  to  challenge  and  encourage  club  members  to  grow 
better  plants  and  to  stimulate  interest  within  the  general 
public.  The  VALUE  of  African  violet  shows  is  to  educate 
club  members  and  the  public.  We  should  all  keep  this  in 
mind  when  we  read  the  AVM. 

In  the  January  AVM,  Ralph  Breden  introduced 
“African  Violets  in  the  New  Garden”,  our  first  video 
available  through  the  AVSA  library.  This  video  may  be 
rented  by  any  individual  (not  just  affiliate  clubs)  for 
viewing  in  your  home.  This  is  a  wonderful  video  with 


great  tips  for  new  violet  growers.  It  also  contains  many 
close-ups  of  beautiful  violets  grown  by  Ken  Froebese  in 
his  greenhouse.  Order  yours  today  and  watch  in  the 
comfort  of  your  own  home! 

We  are  putting  together  a  project  to  produce  a  50th 
Anniversary  booklet  that  will  be  available  for  sale  to  our 
members  next  year.  We  want  to  include  pictures  and 
information  of  HISTORICAL  significance  to  AVSA.  If  you 
have  good  photos  or  slides  of  people  who  have  been 
instrumental  in  guiding  and  building  our  society  for  the 
past  50  years,  please  let  us  hear  from  you.  We  are  also 
looking  for  slides  or  photos  of  plants  that  have  been 
significant  breakthroughs,  on  the  Best  varieties  list  year 
after  year,  or  have  some  historical  value.  If  you  would 
like  to  contribute  slides  or  photos,  please  let  us  know. 
We  will  make  every  effort  to  return  these  to  you  when 
our  book  is  complete. 

We  would  like  to  remind  anyone  ordering  slide 
programs  to  always  list  a  second  choice  in  case  the  slide 
program  you  want  is  not  available.  If  you  must  have  a 
slide  program  right  away  and  we  have  to  ship  it  express 
mail,  2nd  day  or  3rd  day  UPS,  we  will  charge  you  the 
difference  between  normal  shipping  charges  and  express 
shipping.  We  must  also  charge  the  extra  postage  when 
we  ship  library  items  to  International  members. 

Please  remember  to  get  your  Convention  Registration 
in  soon  for  the  St.  Louis  Convention.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  seeing  you  there!! 
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Editor^s  Notes 

Ruth  Rumsey  •  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumonh  Texas  77702  •  (409)  839-4725 


Spring  is  almost  here,  and  I  know  that  many  of  you 
are  looking  forward  to  the  St.  Louis  Convention  in  May. 
I  plan  to  attend,  and  am  looking  forward  to  meeting  you. 

I  appreciate  the  input  I  am  receiving  about  the  mag¬ 
azine  and  hope  that  more  of  you  will  take  the  time  to 
write  with  comments  or  suggestions. 

Our  affiliate  clubs  are  gearing  up  for  a  busy  spring,  as 
you  will  see  in  this  issue’s  Coming  Events.  Please  make 
a  note  of  the  following  deadline  dates  for  event  notices. 
If  you  wait  to  mail,  or  even  call  your  notice  in,  after  the 
section  has  gone  to  the  typesetter,  I  will  not  be  able  to 
add  it  to  the  list. 

Jan/Feb  -  Oct  1  Jul/Aug  -  Apr  1 
Mar/ Apr  -  Dec  1  Sep/Oct  -  Jun  1 

May/Jun  -  Feb  1  Nov/Dec  -  Aug  1 

Please  have  your  notice  in  the  form  used  in  Coming 
Events,  and  be  careful  not  to  leave  out  the  location  and 
times  for  your  event. 

Many  thanks  to  Kathy  Innis,  of  Innis  Violets.  Kathy 
sent  me  an  article  she  read  in  the  Boston  Globe  that 
should  be  of  interest  to  our  Affiliate  Club  Program  Chair¬ 
men.  Be  sure  to  read  “The  Perils  of  a  Public  Speaker”  on 
page  33. 

I  have  discovered  that  sources  of  interesting  articles 
are  the  various  club  and  council  publications.  I  receive 
several  of  these  and  have  obtained  permission  from  the 
editors  to  reprint  from  time  to  time.  We  have  so  many 
knowledgeable  and  experienced  growers  in  the  AVSA. 


Again,  I  urge  you  to  share  your  know-how  and  experi¬ 
ences  with  all  of  us  by  submitting  articles  to  the  AVM. 

Please  see  that  your  submissions  are  double-spaced 
and  either  typed  or  letter-quality  computer  printed.  Dot 
matrix  printers  often  produce  type  that  is  misread  by 
scanning  equipment,  causing  changes  in  spelling  and 
punctuation. 

This  is  Darryl  Hoover’s  last  issue  as  the  Show  Talk 
columnist.  Thank  you,  Darryl,  for  all  the  hard  work  and 
time  you  put  into  Show  Thlk  over  the  years. 

Our  new  show  results  columnists  will  debut  in  the 
May/June  AVM.  Cathy  and  A1  Cornibe,  of  Santa  Cruz, 
CA  are  taking  over  these  duties  and  have  decided  to  call 
their  column  “And  The  Winners  Are...”. 

Please  send  all  of  your  show  results  to: 

Cathy  &  Al  Cornibe 
197  Archer  Dr. 

Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 

It’s  always  a  treat  for  us  when  AVSA  members  stop  at 
the  Beaumont  office  for  a  visit.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don 
Geiss,  of  Frederic,  MI,  came  by  on  their  way  from  south 
Texas  to  Florida.  Don  said  that  his  area  of  Michigan  is  so 
sparsely  populated,  the  AVM  is  often  the  only  connec¬ 
tion  to  the  violet  world  for  many  growers. 

Remember  to  get  your  Convention  Registrations  in 
quickly.  Our  Convention  Director,  Ann  Miller,  and 
Marilyn  Evensen,  in  St.  Louis,  have  worked  long 
hours  to  make  this  a  memorable  convention. 


Convention  Notes 


Convention  Goers 

Please  check  your  souvenir  book 
at  convention  to  make  note  of 

last-minute  changes 

in  scheduling. 


Any  International  member 

anticipating  purchasing  plants  at  the 
St.  Louis  Convention  should  contact: 
Marilyn  Evensen 
532  Kingridge  Drive 
Ballwin,  MO  63011 
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A  Portrait 


Georgene  Albrecht 
101  Oak  Heights  Drive 
Oakdale,  PA  15071 


Achimenese  ‘Warren’ 


The  flowers  of  Achimenes  ‘Warren’  are  very  hard  to 
describe.  These  huge  blooms  are  a  vivid  pink-orange 
that  defies  a  common  color  code  word.  They  were  called 
red  blooms  in  listings,  but  this  is  much  more  than  a 
“red”  bloom.  When  you  receive  this  issue,  it  will  be 
nearly  time  to  plant  the  Achimenes  (ah-KIM-en-eez) 
rhizomes.  Each  year  I  try  to  grow  a  few  that  are  new  to 
me.  These  are  replacements  for  varieties  which  did  not 
make  it  through  the  winter  or  those  which  did  not 
produce  rhizomes  the  previous  growing  season.  A 
reader  tells  me  that  failure  to  produce 
rhizomes  is  most  often  caused  by  insuf¬ 
ficient  bloom  production.  He  said  that 
most  varieties  produce  rhizomes 
only  after  several  blooms  have 
been  produced  and  some  attempt 
at  seed  production  has  occurred.  I 
have  also  noticed  that  when  I 
grow  them  under  fluorescent 
lights,  they  may  produce  propagules 
from  the  stems  in  place  of  blooms. 

These  plants  will  find  a  way  to 
survive.  They  also  root  easily  when  cuttings 
are  taken.  Remove  the  bottom  leaves  and  place  them, 
along  with  your  stem  cutting,  in  vermiculite/perlite 
medium  with  high  humidity.  Mother  Nature  takes  care 
of  my  hanging  baskets  all  summer  long.  I  place  them  in 
bright  light  where  they  are  protected  from  the  wind. 
Moisture  retaining  polymers  and  Osmocote  timed-release 
fertilizer  are  added  to  each  basket  or  pot.  This  year  I 
tried  the  new  “cone”  of  Osmocote  which  can  be  inserted 
in  the  center  of  the  basket  below  the  soil  line.  Keep  it  out 
of  the  sunshine  so  that  the  nylon  cases  stay  intact  for 


slow  release  instead  of  breaking  down  rapidly  and 
releasing  too  much  fertilizer. 

Read  the  advertisements  in  AVM  for  sources.  It  may  : 
be  wise  to  send  the  supplier  a  list  of  those  you  have  and 
allow  them  to  choose  varieties  according  to  color  choice 
or  bloom  form,  etc.  As  for  pests,  I  have  never  had 
anything  chew  even  a  leaf 

MONSTER  MASH  | 

Growers  from  all  parts  of  the  country  have  been  ' 
reporting  the  loss  of  plants  from  symptoms  I 
which  resemble  mite  infestation.  The  ! 
plants  stop  growing,  the  centers  turn 
pale  and  the  blooms  fade  early.  A  gray 
or  brown  haze,  resembling  mildew, 
may  cover  the  blooms.  The  center  of 
the  plant  may  be  lost  and  refuse  to 
grow.  Side  growth  may  appear,  then 
fall  victim  to  the  same  malady.  My  j 
Episcias  started  browning  at  the  ; 
growing  tip  and  then  the  entire  plant 
shriveled  to  a  brown,  dry  skeleton. 

It  has  been  identified  as  a  blossom  botrytis 
blight.  This  is  not  the  same  botrytis  previously  reported  i 
in  African  violets.  | 

The  foliage  does  not  seem  to  produce  deformed,  hairy 
growth  with  the  mycelium  fungi  visible  in  the  center  of 
the  plants  infected  by  the  older  botrytis.  The  bloom 
botrytis  seems  to  explode  when  humidity  reaches  80% 
and  air  circulation  is  poor.  This  fungus  seems  to  enter 
plants  at  wound  sites,  at  blooms  and  bloom  stalks. 
Isolate  all  plants  that  are  suspect. 

Handle  them  with  care  because  the  spores  will  bounce 
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and  fly  in  the  air  if  you  jostle  them  around.  You  can  try 
taking  a  leaf  cutting,  dip  it  in  Physan  or  5%  Clorox 
solution  and  root  it  in  isolation.  The  only  fungicide  that 
works  seems  to  be  one  called  CHIPCO.  It  is  available  at 
Brighton  By  Products  Co.,  Inc.,  P.  0.  Box  23,  New 
Brighton,  PA  15066.  FAX  (412)  846-7240.  The  cost  is 
around  $67.00,  plus  shipping.  Respect  the  warning 
labels  and  follow  all  directions.  Use  1/4  teaspoon  to  a 
gallon  of  water  to  prevent  the  spread  or  use  1/2 
teaspoons  of  CHIPCO  to  a  gallon  of  water  to  combat 
plants  that  are  visibly  infected.  Use  about  once  a  week. 

Keep  fresh  air  circulating  at  all  times.  Spray  only 
during  favorable  temperatures,  about  70°.  CHIPCO  is  not 
effective  against  mildew,  although  it  is  listed  as  a  broad 
spectrum  fungicide.  This  spray  may  stay  in  the  plant  for 
a  short  time,  but  is  not  guaranteed  to  be  systemic. 

TIP  TOP 

A  local  gardener  has  a  great  recycling  tip.  Use  the 
plastic  slats  from  discarded  mini  blinds  to  make  plant 
labels  and  markers.  Also,  Bill  and  Kathryn  Paauwe  of 
Violets  by  Appointment,  sent  a  great  tip  for  next  holiday 
time.  Dr.  Thompson,  the  inventor  of  Superthrive,  told 


them  to  add  a  few  drops  to  their  Christmas  tree  reservoir. 
They  did  and  after  three  weeks  in  the  house,  they  had  a 
minimum  of  needle  drop. 

They  also  read  my  column  about  the  plastic  domes 
over  my  growing  trays  turning  yellow  and  cracking. 
They  carry  a  new  one  from  Permanest  for  about  $2.50. 
They  might  be  the  same  as  some  I  got  from  Cape  Cod 
Violetry.  They  are  slightly  higher  domes  and  much  more 
sturdy  than  the  ones  I  had  before.  Keep  reading  all  the 
ads  in  our  magazine. 

PRO-TEKT 

Did  you  read  that  interesting  advertisement  about 
Pro-TeKt  (TM)  by  the  Dyna-Gro  Corporation?  This 
product  is  a  supplement  to  increase  metabolic  activity 
and  resistance  to  pathogens  and  environmental  stresses 
in  our  plants.  I’m  going  to  try  this  formula  which 
provides  supplemental  amounts  of  potassium  and 
silicon.  They  say  that  these  common  minerals  will 
benefit  the  plants  tolerance  of  drought,  salinity  and 
mineral  toxicity  or  deficiency.  I  really  do  like  their  Dyna- 
Gro  fertilizers.  This  is  such  an  interesting  concept.  Have 
a  great  springtime. 


Celebrate  Spring  in  the  Canadian  Rockies 

Come  attend  the  28th  Annual  Canadian  National  Show  and  Convention  to  be  held  in  Calgary, 
Alberta,  April  27  through  29,  1995. 

Often  referred  to  as  the  “Gateway  to  the  Canadian  Rockies”,  Calgary  is  a  world-class  visitor 
destination  offering  both  urban  and  outdoor  adventures!  Some  of  Calgary’s  many  attractions  include; 
The  Calgary  Zoo,  Botanical  Garden  and  Prehistoric  Park,  the  Glenbow  Museum,  the  Calgary  Tower, 
Canada  Olympic  Park,  home  of  the  Olympic  Museum,  and  lots  of  great  shopping. 

A  scenic  hours  drive  to  the  west  is  Banff  National  Park,  where  you  can  enjoy  the  scenery,  a  soak  in 
a  hot  pool,  a  hike,  or  a  gondola  ride  to  the  top  of  a  mountain.  Local  tour  companies  offer  day  trips 
from  Calgary  to  Banff,  Lake  Louise,  the  Columbia  Icefields,  and  overnight  to  Jasper. 

Whether  you  are  planning  to  spend  a  few  days  or  a  few  weeks  in  Alberta,  you  will  be  given  a  warm 
western  welcome!  On  behalf  of  the  Stampede  City  African  Violet  Society,  I  would  like  to  invite  you  all 
to  Calgary  in  1995. 

For  further  information  please  contact  our  convention  chairman,  Mrs.  Margaret  Jarratt,  120 
Oakchurch  Place  S.W.,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2V  4B5  -  phone  (403)  238-2863. 
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In  Search  of  Men/  Uiotets 


Dr.  Jeff  Smith 
The  Indiana  Academy 
Ball  State  University 
Muncie,  IN  47306 


An  article  in  a  recent  scientific  periodical  described  the 
action  of  an  unusual  gene  on  cell  shape  in  snapdragon 
flowers.  The  dominant  allele  gave  a  dome-shaped  cell 
that  reflected  light.  The  recessive  allele  gave  a  flat 
shaped-cell  that  did  not  reflect  light.  The  failure  to  reflect 
light  made  the  flower  petals  look  pale  and  drab,  even 
though  the  quantity  of  pigment  in  the  flowers  had  not 
been  changed.  In  some  plants,  the  petals  had  mixtures 
of  the  two  cell  types  giving  the  flowers  a  mottled  or 
patchy  appearance. 

If  the  snapdragon  description  sounds  familiar,  it 
should.  African  violets  have  a  similar  type  of  gene. 
Some  cultivars  have  dome-shaped  cells  and  “sparkle”  in 
the  light  while  others  have  the  flat-shaped  cells  and  are 
drab  in  appearance.  Hybridizers  can  now  plan  their 
crosses  for  this  trait,  treating  “sparkle"  as  a  genetic 
dominant. 

Q.  Are  there  cross-compatibility  problems  in  African 
violets?  I  have  tried  crossing  a  miniature  with  a 
standard  violet  20  times  and  have  not  gotten  a 
seed  pod  yet. 

A:  Usually  there  are  no  cross-compatibility  problems  in 
crossing  African  violets.  However,  there  is  always 
that  occasional  plant  that  will  not  easily  set  seeds. 
For  example,  Carl  Clayberg  reported  in  the 
September  1961  issue  of  AVM  that  5.  shumensis 
was  the  most  difficult  of  the  species  to  hybridize 
with  other  species.  Since  many  miniatures  originated 
from  hybrids  with  S.  shumensis,  this  could  be  part 
of  your  problem. 


Q:  Many  long  time  growers  know  that  the  parentage 
of  ‘Happy  Harold’  and  ‘Nancy  Reagan’  is  ‘Tommie 
Lou’  X  ‘Purple  Gold’.  If  one  were  to  self-pollinate 
the  hybrids,  could  exact  replicates  of  ‘Tommie  Lou’ 
and  ‘Purple  Gold’  be found  in  the  offspring? 

A:  No,  I  would  not  expect  that  you  would  find  exact 
replicates  of  the  parents,  but  you  might  find  some 
seedlings  that  were  very  similar  to  them.  Sexual 
reproduction  offers  nature  a  chance  to  randomly  mix 
the  genes  of  a  species.  Therefore,  each  offspring 
inherits  its  own  unique  set  of  genetic  traits.  Self- 
pollinating  may  mix  the  genes  into  similar 
combinations  as  those  found  in  the  parents,  but 
random  chance  will  usually  prevent  all  of  the  genes 
from  being  in  the  same  mixture  as  is  in  the  parents. 

Q:  Is  it  possible  to  make  a  cross  between  two  plants 
and  know  exactly  what  the  offspring  will  look 
like? 

A:  If  one  understands  the  basic  principles  of  genetics, 
one  can  usually  make  educated  guesses  or  estimate 
the  probabilities  as  to  what  the  offspring  will  look 
like.  However,  chance  plays  a  strong  part  in  sexual 
reproduction  so  few  estimates  would  ever  be  100% 
accurate. 

Not  knowing  exactly  what  you  will  get  in  the 
offspring  is  part  of  the  appeal  and  fun  of 
hybridizing.  Nature  has  ways  of  making  new  traits 
and  new  combinations  that  can  not  be  anticipated  or 
predicted.  One  never  knows  when  one  will  get 
something  “new”  in  a  cross. 
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Qi  Why  do  some  plants  seem  to  sucker  so  much  more 
easily  than  do  others? 

A:  Botanists  know  that  the  development  of  side  shoots 
in  plants  is  controlled  by  the  ratio  between  two  plant 
hormones.  Some  ratios  favor  bud  growth  (and 
suckers)  while  others  do  not.  The  balance  between 
these  hormones  may  be  under  genetic  control, 
allowing  some  plants  to  inherit  a  genetic  tendency 
to  sucker. 

Another  factor  may  be  the  genetic  ancestry  of 
the  plant.  S.  confiisa,  one  of  the  supposed  ancestors 
of  today’s  African  violets,  has  a  terrible  tendency  to 
sucker.  The  trait  may  have  been  bred  into  today’s 
cultivars.  In  selecting  parents  for  hybridizing,  try  not 
to  select  those  that  show  a  strong  tendency  to 
produce  suckers. 

Q:  Is  ruffled  leaves  a  genetically  inherited  trait  or  is  it 
produced  by  the  growing  conditions? 

A:  This  is  a  nice  example  of  the  debate  on  “Nature  Vs 
Nurture”.  Many  traits  (including  ruffled  leaves)  are 


genetically  inherited,  but  the  environment  can  shape 
the  genetic  potential  into  the  final  product. 
Therefore,  the  answer  is  “both”. 

Q:  Are  there  any  African  violets  that  tend  to  flower 
best  in  cool  temperatures? 

A:  Some  of  the  species  plants  appear  to  require  cool 
nights  in  order  to  trigger  them  to  flower.  S.  teitensis, 
for  example,  would  never  flower  for  me  under 
normal  room  temperatures.  I  only  got  flowers  after 
exposing  the  plant  to  night  temperatures  in  the  low 
50’s.  I  don’t  know  if  any  of  the  modern  cultivars 
have  been  selected  for  this  trait,  but  it  would  seem 
to  be  a  desirable  characteristic  to  work  with.  Would 
we  call  them  “Arctic  violets”  instead  of  African 
violets? 

Note  - 1  do  try  hard  to  answer  all  questions  personally. 
Be  sure  to  include  a  name  and  address  so  I  can 
write  back. 


Have  you  been  to  a  conventio 
lately?  Over  the  last  eight  years  th 
show  at  convention  has  dwindle 
from  about  1200  exhibits  to  about 
350  exhibits.  Have  we  forgotten 
that  the  African  violet  is  the 
purpose  for  the  convention  that 
all  enjoy  so  much?  You  hear  t 
same  old  excuses  “I’m  flying 
can’t  bring  exhibits,”  or  “I 
going  to  bring  some  plants,  bu 
too  much  trouble.”  I  often  won 
convention  without  buying  any 
What  would  it  take  to  inspir 
bring  just  2  exhibits?  That  would  make  a  show  with 
between  800  and  1200  exhibits.  Look  at  our  President, 
Hortense  Pittman.  Do  you  know  how  busy  she  is?  Do 


know  how  much  trouble  it  is 
r  to  bring  a  commercial 
table  year  after  year?  That’s 
rfect  little  plants!  Let’s  be  “do- 
this  year  instead  of  “lookers”, 
ink  about  it  and  how  proud  you 
11  be  to  display  your  convention 
blue  ribbons  or  best  in  class  ribbons 
or,  if  you  are  an  exceptional  grower, 
the  “BEST  IN  SHOW”  rosette! 

Tty  it.  I  promise  you  will  like  it. 
groom  and  bring  a  couple  “little 
,  If  you’re  flying,  a  copy  paper  box 
is  or  semiminis  and  fits  nicely  under 
e  seal  or  a^®ne.  If  you  are  driving,  there  is  no 
excuse.  YoiLjhave  lots  of  room.  Meet  us  in  St.  Louis  and 
bring  your  plants! 
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Question  Box 


James  Smith  and  Ralph  Robinson 
489  Linwood  Avenue 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 


QUESTION:  How  can  you  tell  if  an  African  violet 
variety  is  a  single  crown  variety  or  a  multiple  crown 
variety?  Often,  when  purchasing  violets from  markets, 
they  are  unlabeled  and  are  a  mess.  They  are  not 
groomed  properly  and  multiple  crowns  are  l^t  to  grow 
wildly.  A  nursery  told  me  that  only  trailers  were  true 
multiple  crowned  varieties.  How  can  you  tell  if  a 
variety  is  a  trailing  variety? 

ANSWER;  The  nursery  is  correct,  only  trailers  are 
multiple  crowned.  To  be  entered  in  an  African  violet 
show,  a  trailer  must  have  three  crowns  growing  from 
the  central  stem.  The  best  and  sure  way  to  identify  the 
type  of  variety,  is  to  know  the  name.  Every  variety 
registered  with  AVSA  must  have  a  complete  description 
and  must  be  named.  Each  variety  must  be  classified  as 
to  type;  such  as  miniature,  semi-miniature,  standard  or 
trailer.  AVSA  compiles  a  list  of  registrations  in  book  form 
that  is  available  from  the  AVSA  office.  This  book  is 
called  The  Master  Variety  List.  The  cost  is  $12.95, 
postpaid.  As  more  plants  are  registered  throughout  the 
year,  an  MVL  supplement  is  published  in  the  AVM.  An 
experienced  grower  can  usually  tell  from  an  unlabeled 
plant  what  type  the  plant  is  by  looking  at  the  foliage 
structure.  Miniatures  and  semi-miniatures  tend  to  have 
smaller  leaves,  while  standards  have  a  larger  leaf 
structure  (usually) ,  and  the  crowns  and  stems  of  trailers 
are  more  prominent  in  terms  of  growing  to  one  side  of 
the  pot.  Even  at  a  young  age,  trailers  start  producing 
stems  growing  from  the  central  crown.  Growing  the 
different  types  of  violets  will  help  train  the  novice 
grower’s  eye  in  recognizing  the  different  types.  As  for 
purchasing  unlabeled  and  poorly  groomed  plants  from 
the  market,  1  usually  refrain  unless  I  am  fairly  certain 
that  the  plant  can  be  saved  and  later  identified.  Only 
named  varieties  can  be  entered  in  African  violet  shows. 


QUESTION:  I  purchased four  violets  a  year  ago.  One  ' 
of  the four  has  yet  to  bloom.  It  looks  rather  healthy  and 
robust.  I fertilize  it  less  frequently  than  my flowering 
violets.  It  is  under fluorescent  lights for  16-24  hours  a  '< 
day.  The  air feels  to  be  drier  than  African  violets  would 
like,  but  the  plant  has  never  shown  any  signs  of 
environmental  distress.  The  difference  between  this  \ 
plant  and  my  others  is  that  this  one  has  leaves  that 
appear  to  be  reaching  upwards.  There  are four  rows  of  i 
leaves  growing from  the  central  crown.  The  plant  is 
bushy.  It  seems  that  little  change  has  occurred  over  the  , 
last  year  with  the  plant.  No  leaves  have  dried,  fallen 
down,  or  otherwise  grown.  Is  there  anything  I  should  ' 
do  to  change  the  plant’s  environment? 

ANSWER:  Three  things  that  I  noticed  in  your  letter 
that  could  cause  you  some  problems:  1.  You  mentioned  i 
that  you  fertilize  the  ‘problem’  plant  less  frequently. 
Why?  All  plants  require  a  consistent  feeding  program. 
Use  1/4  to  1/2  tsp.  of  a  balanced  fertilizer  per  gallon 
each  time  you  water.  Start  feeding  as  you  do  the  other 
plants.  When  was  the  last  time  this  plant  was  repotted?  ^ 
Standards  should  be  repotted  a  minimum  of  twice  a  year  ^ 
to  maintain  good  growth.  Miniatures  require  repotting  at  , 
least  three  times  during  the  year.  2.  Unless  you  are  ; 
growing  to  show,  fluorescent  lights  should  burn  a  ; 
minimum  of  10  to  a  maximum  of  12  hours  a  day.  Too 
much  light  may  cause  foliage  to  bunch  up  and/or 
become  distorted,  or  turn  light  green  as  if  to  bleach  out. 

3.  Try  to  increase  your  humidity.  Since  I  don’t  have  a 
description  of  your  light  setup,  a  suggestion  for 
correction  would  be  difficult.  My  plant  stands  have  large 
trays  (lined  with  mats)  into  which  I  pour  water.  This 
helps  to  maintain  good  humidity.  The  plants  each  have 
their  own  saucer  so  the  extra  water  is  not  a  problem. 
The  only  problem  that  I  have  to  watch  out  for  is  mildew. 
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Mildew  is  kept  in  check  by  using  Funginex  or  Physan 
20,  according  to  label  directions,  and  by  using  a  fan  in 
the  area  where  the  plants  are  kept.  You  must  have  good 
air  circulation  around  your  plants  to  keep  mildew  in 
check.  From  my  experience,  it  doesn’t  matter  what  the 
variety  is  as  they  all,  for  the  most  part,  require  the  same 
growing  conditions  and  care. 

QUESTION:  A{y  husband  recently  set  up  some  grow 
lights  with  timers.  I  purchased  some  starter  plants 
(still  planted  in  vermiculite/perlite)  and  the  centers  of 
all  these  plants  are  starting  to  grow  very  tight.  I  don’t 
see  any  bugs.  Some  of  the  plants  look  so  tight  that  they 
don ’t  look  as  if  they  could  be  separated.  The  larger  ones 
are  potted  in  ceramic  self-watering  pots.  I  use  a 
fertilizer  at  the  rate  of  one  part  fertilizer  to  three  parts 
water.  Any  suggestion  as  to  what  1  am  doing  wrong, 
would  be  appreciated. 

ANSWER:  Some  reasons  why  the  centers  tighten  are 
too  much  light,  too  much  fertilizer,  or  a  mite  infestation. 
Mites  are  not  easily  seen  without  the  aid  of  a  microscope 
or  magnifying  glass.  If  the  centers  are  not  gray,  twisted 
or  deformed,  then  your  problem  may  be  that  your  plants 
are  receiving  too  much  light.  You  didn’t  mention  how 
long  you  leave  your  lights  on.  As  1  mentioned  in  the 
previous  question,  the  minimum  is  10  hours  and  the 
maximum  is  12  hours  for  most  growing  conditions.  I 
have  noticed  that  some  varieties  are  more  sensitive  to  a 
change  to  new  light  bulbs  than  others.  When  the  bulbs 
are  new,  the  light  intensity  is  stronger  for  the  first  month 
and  the  plants  have  to  adjust.  I  would  suggest 
decreasing  the  amount  of  exposure  from  8  to  9  hours, 
then  gradually  increase  to  10.  Under  my  conditions,  I 
burn  the  lights  9  hours  a  day  and  increase  to  1 2  for  the 
eight  weeks  prior  to  show.  As  far  as  your  fertilizer  usage 
is  concerned,  I  hope  you  are  using  1/4  teaspoon  of 
fertilizer  to  a  gallon  of  warm  water.  Too  much  fertilizer 
does  cause  centers  to  tighten. 

QUESTION:  Is  it  really  necessary  to  keep  newly 
acquired  plants  in  isolation  from  my  other  established 
collection?  f  it  is,  how  long? 

ANSWER:  It  is  vital  to  keep  all  new  plants  in 
isolation  for  about  three  months  before  introducing  them 
into  your  growing  area.  I  learned  this  valuable  lesson 
when  1  purchased  some  very  healthy-looking  plants  and 
immediately  put  them  under  the  lights  with  my  other 
violets.  About  three  weeks  later,  I  began  to  notice  thrips. 
The  infestation  was  worse  on  those  ‘healthy-looking’ 
plants  than  it  was  on  my  other  plants.  This  led  me  to 
believe  those  nasty  little  critters  were  already  in  those 


plants  and  waiting  to  attack.  A  word  to  the  wise,  looks 
can  be  deceiving!  It  took  me  three  months  of  constant 
spraying  to  control  and  close  to  a  YEAR  to  eradicate. 
SINCE  AN  OUNCE  OF  PREVENTION  IS  WORTH  A 
POUND  OF  CURE,  I  suggest  you  examine  plants 
carefully  before  you  buy  them.  The  following  steps  will 
help  avoid  problems: 

1 .  Provide  the  same  care  to  these  plants  as  you  would 
your  other  plants. 

2.  Purchase  plants  from  established  AVSA  commercial 
members  and  advertisers. 

3.  Examine  the  centers  of  each  flower  and  the  soil  for 
signs  of  pests.  Before  you  leave  the  place  of 
purchase,  and  after  careful  examination,  remove  all 
flowers  and  buds.  The  lady  in  the  plant  shop 
nearly  had  a  stroke  when  I  did  this.  After  I 
explained  the  reason,  she  completely  recovered!  A 
little  education  never  hurts. 

4.  As  soon  as  possible,  repot  the  plant  into  a  clean 
pot  using  your  own  soil. 

5.  Spray  the  plants  at  least  once  a  week  with  an 
insecticide  that  works  well  for  you.  Follow  label 
directions  carefully. 

6.  After  three  months  and  if  there  are  no  signs  of 
pests,  it  should  be  safe  to  introduce  them  into  the 
plant  room. 

7.  Follow  the  same  steps  for  those  plants  received 
through  the  mail. 

QUESTION:  My  violets  are  healthy-looking  with 
good  color  in  the  leaves  but  they  don ’t  bloom  very  well, 
or  not  at  all.  It  looks  to  me  like  they  tend  to  get  too 
bushy  or  maybe  have  too  many  crowns.  It  looks  like 
there  is  more  than  one  plant  in  the  pot  and  not  enough 
space  for  blossom  stems  to  come  through.  When  is  the 
best  time  to  repot?  Is  it  after  a  plant  is  through 
blooming? 

ANSWER:  Multiple  crowned  violets  will  bloom  less 
often  than  those  with  only  one  crown.  You  must  try  to 
keep  your  plants  single  crowned  (one  plant  to  a  pot). 
When  you  notice  a  new  plant  growing  from  the  side  of 
the  main  crown,  and  it  shows  at  least  four  leaves, 
remove  it.  These  new  plants  are  called  suckers.  African 
violets  can  be  repotted  at  any  time.  It  doesn’t  matter  if 
the  plant  is  in  bloom. 

Name  of  columnist  replying 
is  in  bold  print. 
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For  Beginners 


Kent  &  Joyce  Stork 
2501  East  23rd  Ave.  S 
Fremont,  NE  68025 


Beginner’s  Travel  Guide  to  a  First  Convention 


African  Violet  Society  of  America  conventions  are  a 
little  bit  of  heaven  for  violet  lovers.  Probably  many  of 
our  readers  have  not  been  able  to  attend  one  of  these 
annual  meetings,  and  some  may  even  wonder  why  so 
much  gets  said  about  it  between  the  covers  of  this 
magazine.  This  society  has  a  far  greater  percentage  of  its 
membership  attending  national  conventions  than  most 
groups,  and  it  is  probably  because  the  conventions  add 
so  much  enjoyment  to  violet  growing. 

Kent  attended  his  first  convention  sixteen  years  ago, 
and  the  two  of  us  went  together  (along  with  our  infant 
son)  the  next  year.  We’ve  pretty  much  been  there  every 
year  since.  Why?  At  first  it  was  just  seeing  the  gorgeous 
violets  and  the  opportunity  to  talk  to  other  growers.  We 
have  also  gotten  to  see  various  parts  of  the  country  and 
we’ve  had  fun  competing  in  the  national  shows.  But 
finally,  the  marvelous  violet  friends  and  the  knowledge 
that  we  continue  to  gain  draw  us  back  year  after  year. 

Attending  that  first  convention  may  seem  over¬ 
whelming:  going  to  an  unfamiliar  city,  not  being  sure  of 
how  much  money  to  take  or  if  you  can  afford  it,  and 
wondering  if  you’ll  fit  in. 

GETTING  STARTED 

The  first  thing  to  do  is  to  send  in  the  convention  reg¬ 
istration  form.  On  it  you  have  the  opportunity  to  sign  up 
for  special  tours,  banquets,  and  workshops.  Your 
decisions  will  be  based  on  your  budget  and  your 
interests.  The  tours  are  generally  scheduled  early  in  the 
week.  This  is  so  conventioneers  can  see  the  sights  and 
still  be  in  the  hotel  when  the  really  fun  violet  activities 
get  started.  If  you  wish  to  enter  a  plant  in  the  show,  you 
would  want  to  avoid  a  tour  that  would  keep  you  out  of 
the  hotel  on  Thursday,  the  day  show  entries  are 
accepted.  If  buying  new  plants  is  critical,  then  plan  to  be 
close-by  that  same  day,  because  that  is  when  the  sales 
room  opens  for  the  first  time. 


The  show,  the  real  main  attraction  at  any  convention, 
opens  to  the  convention  registrants  on  Friday  night, 
following  the  first  evening  banquet.  Many  of  the  top 
awards  are  announced  at  that  banquet  and  it  is  fun  to 
see  the  reactions  of  the  top  exhibitors.  The  second 
luncheon  banquet  on  Saturday  noon  features 
hybridizers’  slides  of  newly  developed  African  violets. 
The  final  banquet  on  Saturday  night  includes  society 
awards  for  deserving  members  of  AVSA,  the  installation 
of  the  new  officers,  the  roll  call  of  states  (you’ll  get  to 
stand  up  and  be  recognized),  and  other  fun  surprises. 
There  are  several  other  meal  functions  for  judges, 
teachers,  commercial  members,  and  others.  If  you  fit 
into  any  of  these  categories,  you  are  welcome  to  buy  a 
ticket  and  participate. 

The  workshops  are  free  of  charge.  We’re  going  to 
point  out  lots  of  freebies,  but  this  one  is  really  a  value! 
The  workshops  concern  a  wide  range  of  topics,  all  led  by 
people  who  have  established  themselves  as  experts. 
Remember  that  the  speakers  are  violet  people  too  and 
are  not  intimidating.  Questions  are  welcomed.  A  top 
favorite  is  the  Beginner’s  Forum  where  attendees  can 
ask  questions  of  a  panel  of  experts.  We  encourage  you 
to  take  advantage  of  these  workshops  and  the  ideas  you 
can  gain  there. 

The  second  thing  to  do  is  to  send  in  the  hotel  reserva¬ 
tions.  We  really  believe  that  it  is  worth  the  extra  money 
to  stay  in  the  convention  hotel.  There  may  be  cheaper 
motels  elsewhere,  but  being  in  the  hotel  gives  you  easy 
access  to  every  convention  activity,  and  still  allows  you 
an  opportunity  to  change  clothes,  freshen  up,  or  lie 
down  for  a  while.  This  is  the  one  place  where  you 
should  let  the  budget  bulge  a  bit! 

The  convention  schedule  becomes  nearly  round-the- 
clock  as  the  weekend  nears.  Thursday  morning  the  sales 
room  opens  early  (what  a  madhouse  -  be  prepared  to 
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run  your  first  choices  up  to  your  room  for  safekeeping 
before  you  dash  down  for  more).  Entries  and  sales 
continue  all  day  and  into  the  evening.  Judges  and  clerks 
report  early  on  Friday  morning.  Workshops  and  the 
sales  room  go  on  throughout  the  day.  Then  there’s  the 
banquet,  followed  by  the  opening  of  the  show.  On 
Saturday,  the  show  room  opens  very  early  for  photogra¬ 
phers.  Workshops,  sales,  and  the  show,  along  with  the 
annual  membership  meeting,  are  during  the  day,  and 
don’t  forget  ...  a  luncheon  and  another  banquet.  The 
show  closes  late  on  Saturday  and  if  you  can  wait,  some 
exhibitors  sell  leaves  from  their  top  plants  at  that  late 
hour.  Drive  out  to  the  cheaper  motel  once  or  twice  and 
you’ve  missed  a  lot! 

One  way  to  save  on  the  hotel  is  to  share  with  a  friend 
or  several  friends.  If  you  are  totally  alone,  you  can  even 
arrange  to  room-share  with  another  convention-goer. 
Look  for  the  article  about  room-sharing  in  the  magazine 
(page  26  of  the  January  issue)  and  write  to  set  it  up. 
Some  wonderful  friendships  have  started  this  way. 

The  third  thing  to  do  is  to  decide  how  to  travel  to 
convention.  Many  convention-goers  choose  to  fly. 
Watch  the  African  Violet  Magazine  for  special  airline 
deals  (sometimes  you  are  eligible  to  win  free  travel)  and 
for  transportation  opportunities  between  the  airport  and 
the  hotel.  If  you  choose  to  fly,  remember  to  carry  a  box 
that  is  big  enough  to  take  an  African  violet  to  enter  in 
the  show,  but  small  enough  to  fit  under  the  plane  seat. 
You  ticket  will  tell  you  how  big  it  can  be. 

You  may  also  drive  in.  There  is  usually  at  least  some 
parking  for  automobiles  at  the  hotel  or  parking  garages 
may  be  within  a  few  blocks.  Parking  is  always  a  bit 
expensive,  but  it  does  give  you  freedom  to  venture  out 
on  your  own.  Parking  vans  is  always  a  little  more 
challenging  because  of  the  height.  The  convention 
planning  committee  will  help  you  work  out  any 
problems  with  parking. 

A  SNEAK  PEEK  AT  ST.  LOUIS 

We  are  well  acquainted  with  the  group  who  is 
planning  this  year’s  convention  in  St.  Louis,  so  we  have 
asked  them  for  a  little  help  in  guiding  a  first-timer 
through.  Past  St.  Louis  conventions  have  been 
extremely  successful,  and  we  think  this  is  a  great  year  to 
plan  a  first-time  convention  trip. 

Convention  cities  always  have  special  qualities  that 
make  them  memorable,  and  St.  Louis  is  no  exception. 
Our  convention  hotel  is  literally  across  the  street  ...  an 
easy  stroll  ...  from  the  world  famous  Gateway  Arch  in 
the  Jefferson  National  Expansion  Memorial  Park.  The 
grassy  area  near  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River  has 
paths  (free  and  open  to  the  public)  that  allow  visitors  to 
walk  safely  from  the  hotel,  down  past  the  Arch,  over  the 


dike,  and  down  to  the  water’s  edge  where  there  are 
riverboat  excursions,  restaurants  (even  a  riverboat 
McDonalds),  casinos  and  beautiful  views.  You  can  travel 
to  the  top  of  the  Arch  and  get  an  incredible  view  of 
the  city. 

If  you  walk  a  different  direction  from  the  hotel,  you’ll 
find  another  large  grassy  park  which  holds  the  Old 
Courthouse  and  lovely  gardens  (all  free).  The  Old 
Cathedral  of  St.  Louis  is  also  close  by  and  free  of  charge. 
This  is  the  predecessor  to  the  St.  Louis  Cathedral  which 
is  on  one  of  the  tours. 

Like  to  shop?  The  St.  Louis  Centre,  a  popular  mall 
with  Dillards  and  Famous  Barr  as  magnet  stores,  is  only 
six  blocks  from  the  hotel.  A  little  further  out,  but  on  the 
Metro  Link  is  St.  Louis  Union  Station  which  is  also  on  a 
tour.  And  Lacledes  Landing  is  a  quaint  shopping  area 
near  the  waterfront. 

Want  to  see  beautiful  gardens?  The  St.  Louis  Shaw 
Gardens  is  the  oldest  and  most  established  botanical 
garden  in  the  nation.  The  property  is  huge,  and  it  is 
worth  spending  an  entire  day  to  see  everything.  Even 
our  boys  loved  it!  This  is  available  on  a  planned  tour  at 
a  low  cost. 

Have  to  eat  cheap?  Everything  from  Dunkin  Donuts 
to  Wendy’s  and  Burger  King  is  nearby.  There  are  several 
delis  and  reasonably  priced  sit-down  restaurants  (under 
$8  a  meal)  too.  We  all  have  learned  to  save  money  here 
so  that  there  is  more  for  buying  violets!  The  St.  Louis 
group  has  walked  the  area  and  scouted  out  the  good 
places  to  eat.  The  Information  Desk  at  convention  will 
have  lists  of  nearby  eateries  with  addresses  and  how 
much  you  can  expect  to  pay. 

THE  VIOLET  SHOWROOM 

The  highlight  of  convention  every  year  is  seeing  the 
plants  on  display  in  the  showroom.  Convention  shows 
are  somewhat  different  from  most  local  shows  because 
they  have  a  commercial  section.  The  commercial 
exhibitors  may  enter  individual  plants,  or  they  may 
choose  to  enter  a  table  display  of  fifteen  plants.  These 
tables  line  the  walls  of  the  showroom  and  are  usually 
quite  spectacular.  The  commercial  tables  feature  new 
hybrids  and  outstanding  horticulture.  They  always  draw 
a  lot  of  attention. 

The  convention  showroom  also  features  a  winner’s 
table  with  the  top  exhibits  and  their  rosettes.  The  top 
plants  are  usually  real  show-stoppers  with  awesome 
perfection  and  masses  of  bloom.  There  are  very  few 
honors  as  prestigious  as  winning  the  national  show,  but 
the  top  exhibitors  are  usually  like  other  violet  people 
you  have  met ...  friendly  and  approachable. 

The  design  section  is  always  a  fun  area  to  explore. 
Designers  from  around  the  country  participate  and  they 
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always  have  an  interesting  competition.  Our  favorite  in 
recent  years  has  been  the  dish  gardens  and  terrariums. 
It  is  no  small  job  to  pack  those  to  convention! 

The  showroom  also  has  a  judged  display  of 
newsletters  and  yearbooks  from  clubs  all  over  the 
country.  Visitors  are  encouraged  to  look  through  those 
publications  as  much  as  they  wish.  After  convention, 
those  go  to  the  AVSA  library  where  members  can 
request  them  throughout  the  year. 

You  can  be  a  part  of  the  showroom,  even  in  your  first 
year,  by  entering  a  plant  of  your  own.  Watch  the 
schedule  for  the  day  of  entries,  look  for  any  directions 
for  exhibitors  in  your  convention  materials  (and  read  it) , 
then  go  to  the  location  listed  in  your  souvenir  con¬ 
vention  booklet,  and  ask  anyone  in  that  room  where 
you  should  start.  Be  sure  to  tell  them  that  it  is  your  first 
convention  show.  The  team  of  workers  there  will  be 
quite  helpful.  It  takes  a  very  short  period  of  time  to  enter 
a  single  plant,  but  oh,  the  pride  at  taking  home  a  ribbon 
from  a  national  convention.  The  judging  standards  are 
the  same  as  at  any  show,  and  AVSA  judges  by  merit,  so 
any  plant  that  deserves  a  blue  ribbon  will  receive  one. 
You  may  or  may  not  have  the  super  spectacular  winning 
exhibit,  but  you  will  have  fun! 

THE  SALESROOM 

The  other  hot  spot  at  conventions  is  the  commercial 
sales  room.  We’ve  already  hinted  about  the  excitement 
there  on  opening  day,  but  you  really  do  have  to  see  it  to 
believe  it. 

Many  of  the  commercial  violet  dealers  who  advertise 
in  this  magazine  are  represented  at  convention.  Those 
who  hybridize  sell  their  newest  releases,  often  for  the 
first  time,  at  convention.  You  may  look  over  the  plants 
and  choose  the  most  vigorous,  and  you  get  to  see  the 
plants  in  person  rather  than  just  reading  a  description. 
You  also  get  to  chat  with  the  commercials  as  you  make 
your  decisions.  You’ll  get  a  face  to  go  with  a  business 
name,  and  if  you’ve  done  business  with  them,  you’ll 
often  find  they  remember  you  and  are  happy  to  hear 
your  comments. 

Commercial  growers  bring  a  wide  variety  of  African 
violet  hybrids,  including  old  favorites  and  species,  as 
well  as  other  gesneriads  that  can  be  quite  difficult  to 
purchase  otherwise.  Bring  your  list  of  want-to-grow 
plants  and  make  the  rounds. 

Some  of  the  commercials  sell  leaf  cuttings  of  their 
hybrids.  This  seems  to  be  especially  helpful  for  those 
who  are  flying.  If  you  wish  to  do  this,  you  might  want 
to  imitate  the  experts.  Pack  a  clear  plastic  box  to 
convention  with  a  layer  of  rooting  mix  like  vermiculite 
already  in  it.  That  way,  you  can  purchase  leaf  cuttings 
and  take  them  right  up  to  your  room  and  get  them 


safely  started  immediately.  Be  sure  to  plan  a  system  for 
labeling  each  leaf  accurately. 

Aside  from  plants,  you  can  find  just  about  anything 
else  a  violet  person  could  wish  for  in  the  sales  room. 
Everything  from  sweatshirts  with  violet  designs,  violet 
jewelry,  special  violet  pots  and  growing  equipment,  to 
violet  cards  and  tablecovers. 

OTHER  ATTRACTIONS 

The  salesroom  isn’t  the  only  place  to  find  goodies. 
AVSA  sells  many  of  the  items  that  are  offered  by  mail 
the  rest  of  the  year.  Their  sales  table  is  usually  located  in 
the  foyer  near  the  showroom  and  workshops.  You  can 
also  buy  raffle  tickets  here  that  make  you  eligible  to  win 
handmade  treasures  with  violet  designs. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  membership  is  held  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  It  is  preceded  by  the  Open  Forum 
where  members  are  encouraged  to  ask  the  leadership  of 
the  society  any  questions  that  they  might  have.  It  is 
quite  informative  and  allows  each  member  to  get  to 
know  their  elected  officers. 

In  every  corner  of  the  hotel,  there  are  always  violet 
conversations.  Growers  always  seem  to  want  to 
compare  notes  on  how  certain  plants  perform,  how  to 
solve  problems,  and  how  to  grow  better.  Even  if  the 
first-timer  came  alone,  he  probably  won’t  stay  lonely  in 
a  crowd  that  talks  his  favorite  subject! 

“THE  HIGHLIGHT  OF  EACH  GROWING  SEASON, 
THE  CLIMAX  OF  THE  YEAR” 

That’s  how  Evelyn  Salamanowicz,  a  good  friend  of 
ours  from  Canada,  describes  the  AVSA  convention.  It 
really  is  a  grand  conclusion  to  the  year,  since  many 
growers  maintain  reduced  collections  through  the 
summer  months  that  follow  convention.  The  top 
exhibitors  at  convention  will  often  speak  about  how  well 
the  past  year  went  as  their  plant  grew  to  its  maturity. 
Many  convention-goers  use  money  earned  with  their 
violets  throughout  the  year  as  their  convention  fund. 
The  convention  and  the  national  show  is  the  goal! 

We  hope  that  you  might  become  interested  in  going 
to  the  AVSA  convention  because  it  may  be  the  one 
opportunity  we  have  to  meet  you  in  person.  We  have 
been  commercial  violet  growers  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  truly,  some  of  our  very  best  friends  were  met  across 
the  sales  table  at  convention.  It  is  a  friendly  and  an 
exciting  place  to  be,  and  you  would  fit  right  in! 

As  a  word  of  encouragement,  just  think  how 
spectacular  any  convention  show  would  be  if  every 
convention-goer  were  to  enter  at  least  one  plant.  If 
you’re  going  to  be  heading  home  with  a  boxful  of  newly 
purchased  plants,  why  not  come  to  the  convention  with 
a  show  plant  or  two  (even  if  they  are  not  large)  in  that 
same  box! 
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Registration  Report 


Iris  Keating 
149  Loretto  Ct. 
Claremont,  CA  9 1 7 1 1 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two  years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  unless  completed  within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  then  $4.00.  Please  make  check  payable  to  AVSA. 


REGISTRATIONS 
Judie  Lalanne  -  Englewood,  CO 

‘OUT  OF  AFRICA  (8107)  10/1/94  (J.  Lalanne)  Double  white 
star.  Dark  green,  ovate,  quilted/red  back.  Standard 
***** 

Marlene  Engebretson  -  Bettendorf,  lA 
‘ALICE  CELIA  (8108)  10/13/94  (M.  Engebretson)  Semi¬ 
double  lavender/purple  tips,  streaks.  Variegated  green  and 
white,  plain.  Semiminiature 

‘CHERRY  HEART  (8109)  10/13/94  (M.  Engebretson)  Semi¬ 
double  pink/fuchsia  eye.  Medium  green,  plain.  Semi¬ 
miniature  trailer 

***** 

Marc  Dubois  -  Valleyfield,  Quebec,  Canada 
‘DUBOIS’  CELEBRITE  (8110)  10/25/94  (M.  Dubois)  Semi¬ 
double  light  lavender.  Variegated  medium  green  and  pink. 

Large 

‘DUBOIS’  CORALIE  (8111)  10/25/94  (M.  Dubois)  Double 
light  pink/darker  tips.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and 
white,  pointed,  scalloped/red  back.  Standard 
‘DUBOIS’  OTHELLO  (8112)  10/25/94  (M.  Dubois)  Semi¬ 
double  pink/darker  tips.  Variegated  light-medium  green 
and  cream,  pointed.  Standard 

‘DUBOIS’  ROSEL  (8113)  10/25/94  (M.  Dubois)  Single  pink. 
Variegated  light-medium  green  and  cream,  hairy.  Large 
***** 

Nancy  Johnston  -  Bakersfield,  CA 

‘MY  BIG  BLUE  (8114)  10/27/94  (N.  Johnston)  Semidouble¬ 
double  dark  blue-purple  ruffled  star.  Dark  green,  heart- 
shaped,  pebbled,  wavy/red  back.  Large 
***** 

Dolores  Harrington  -  Fridley,  MN 

‘ROSIE  RUFFLES  (8115)  11/15/94  (D.  Harrington)  Single¬ 
semidouble  light  fuchsia  sticktite  star/lighter  mffled  edge. 
Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  quilted,  hairy,  wavy. 

Standard 

***«« 

Cathy  Cornibe  -  Santa  Cruz,  CA 


•CATHY’S  FIREWORKS  (8116)  11/18/94  (C.  Cornibe)  Single 
chimera  fuchsia  star/light  pink  stripe.  Variegated  green 
and  white,  plain,  quilted.  Semiminiature 
*««** 

Ruby  Cox  -  Bethany,  MO 

‘CORAL  SPARKLER  (8117)  11/24/94  (R.  Cox)  Semidouble 
medium  coral  pansy/darker  center,  sparkle  overlay.  Dark 
green,  plain,  serrated.  Standard 

‘GRACE’S  CHOICE  (8118)  11/24/94  (R.  Cox)  Single  bright 
pink  sticktite  pansy/white  edge.  Variegated  dark  green, 
pink  and  cream,  pointed,  quilted,  serrated.  Large 

‘MAMA’S  CHOICE  (8119)  11/24/94  (R.  Cox)  Double  dark 
rose  star/blue-tinged  overlay.  Dark  green,  quilted, 
serrated.  Standard 

‘MAMA’S  WINTER  MEMORIES  (8120)  11/24/94  (R.  Cox) 
Semidouble  white  pansy.  Dark  green,  plain,  serrated. 
Standard 

‘MELLOW  WINE  (8121)  11/24/94  (R.  Cox)  Single  fuchsia 
large  sticktite  pansy/variable  lighter  shading.  Variegated 
dark  green,  pink  and  cream,  quilted,  glossy,  serrated. 
Large 

*«)|c«)tr 

Judie  Lalanne  -  Englewood,  CO 

•AFRICAN  SKIES  (8122)  11/26/94  (J.  Lalanne)  Semidouble 
dark  blue  star/white  ruffled  edge.  Dark  green,  plain, 
quilted,  hairy/red  back.  Standard 

‘DAKOTA  (8123)  11/26/94  (].  Lalanne)  Semidouble  dark  red 
pansy.  Variegated  green,  pink  and  white,  ovate,  pointed/ 
red  back.  Standard 

‘JUDIE’S  SATIN  DOLL  (8124)  11/26/94  (J.  Lalanne)  Semi¬ 
double  dark  purple  star/pink  overlay.  Variegated  green  and 
white,  heart-shaped,  glossy/red  back.  Standard 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 

Barbara  Elkin  -  Auburn,  CA 

‘Challenger  ‘  Intrepid  ‘  Quiet  Delights  ‘  Quiet  Expressions 
‘  Quiet  Sensations  *  Quiet  Thunder 
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'fally  Time  1994 

Mrs.  Anna  Jean  Landgren 
2450  Iroquois  Road 
Wilmette,  Illinois  60091 


T^lly  Time  is  a  summary  of  the  varieties  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  total  awards  from  state  and  local  shows  during 
1994.  This  year  it  is  based  on  135  reports.  Because  we  added  a  best  standard  report,  there  were  2005  individual  entries. 

Show  Chairs,  please  note,  the  names  of  winning  1995  varieties  should  be  reported  on  the  “Thlly  Time  Report”  form 
included  in  your  Standard  Show  Award  packet.  Please  send  the  forms  to  Anna  Jean  Landgren  at  the  above  address. 


STANDARDS 

Total 

Number 

Number 

Variety, 

Number  of 

Best  Standard,  Mini, 

Number  Awards 

Best  of  Show 

Second  Best  Hybridizer,  Regis.  #  ( 

[Collection  Awards 

SM,  Trailer  or  Species 

26 

3 

2 

Picasso 

17 

4 

M.  Tremblay  #6924 

17 

3 

1 

Party  Print 

M.  Burns  #7553 

10 

3 

15 

2 

3 

Favorite  Child 
Cox/Johnson  #7676 

3 

7 

15 

2 

0 

Tomahawk 

K.  Stork  #7269 

11 

2 

SEMIMINIATURES 

38 

0 

3 

Irish  Flirt 

S.  Sorano  #7577 

29 

6 

37 

4 

2 

Precious  Pink 

H.  Pittman  #6025 

19 

12 

36 

3 

3 

Little  Pro 

17 

13 

H.  Pittman  #6637 

18 

1 

3 

Pat  Champagne 

H.  Pittman  #7084 

9 

5 

17 

1 

0 

Snuggles 

L.  Lyon  #5018 

12 

4 

15 

2 

0 

Definitely  Darryl 

H.  Pittman  #7474 

10 

3 

15 

0 

2 

Ness’  Mini  Sota 

10 

3 

D.  Ness  #7647 

MINIATURES 

13 

3 

0 

Optimara  Little  Amethyst 

5 

5 

Holtkamp  #6937 

10 

1 

0 

Mickey  Mouse 

0 

9 

H.  Inpijn 

TRAILERS 

19 

0 

2 

Milky  Way  Trail 

2 

15 

J.  Stahl  #7169 

16 

2 

1 

Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket 

2 

11 

R.  Robinson  #6467 
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SAINTPAULIA  SPECIES 


24 

0 

1 

S.  grandifolia 

S  237 

6 

17 

13 

0 

0 

S.  ionantha 

S8a 

4 

9 

12 

0 

0 

S.  velutina 

S  11 

1 

11 

The  following  table  shows  the  relation  between  the  award  winners  by  geographical  divisions. 


Variety 

Total  Number 
of  Awards 

I 

Geographical 

11  III 

Divisions 

IV 

V 

^TANDARDS^M 

26 

2 

2 

8 

7 

7 

Party  Print 

17 

0 

1 

3 

7 

6 

Favorite  Child 

15 

3 

0 

2 

8 

2 

Tomahawk 

15 

7 

2 

3 

1 

2 

SEMIMINIATURES 

Irish  Flirt 

38 

6 

4 

4 

7 

17 

Precious  Pink 

37 

5 

4 

4 

16 

8 

Little  Pro 

36 

6 

8 

12 

5 

5 

Pat  Champagne 

18 

2 

3 

1 

6 

6 

Snuggles 

17 

5 

3 

6 

1 

2 

Definitely  Darryl 

15 

2 

4 

2 

2 

5 

Ness’  Mini  Sota 

15 

0 

5 

4 

2 

4 

MINIATURES 

Op,  Little  Amethyst 

13 

6 

2 

4 

0 

1 

Mickey  Mouse 

10 

0 

1 

2 

4 

3 

Milky  Way  Trail 

19 

1 

5 

3 

2 

8 

Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket 

16 

5 

4 

4 

0 

3 

1 

7 

10 

2 

4 

S.  ionantha 

13 

1 

2 

6 

1 

3 

S.  velutina 

12 

2 

4 

4 

2 

0 

NUMBER  OF  WINNERS 

54 

61 

82 

73 

86 

NUMBER  OF  SHOWS  REPORTED 

22 

27 

35 

21 

30 

The  states  in  each  geographical  area  and  number  of  Thlly  Time  reports  from  each  state  are  as  follows:  #I-Includes 
Alberta-3,  Arizona-2,  California-12,  Colorado-1,  New  Mexico-2,  Nevada-1  and  Utah-1;  #ll-Illinois-3,  lowa-2,  Minnesota- 
3,  Missouri-8,  Ohio-4,  Ontario-4  and  Wisconsin-3;  #III-Connecticut-5,  Delaware- 1,  Massachusetts- 1 ,  Maryland-2,  New 
Brunswick-2,  New  Jersey-9,  New  York-10,  Pennsylvania-3  and  Quebec-2;  #IV-Arkansas- 1 ,  Louisiana-5,  Oklahoma-1 
and  Texas-14;  #V-Alabama-5,  Florida-12,  Georgia-4,  North  Carolina-1,  South  Carolina-1,  Tennessee-4  and  Virginia-3. 
We  received  no  Thlly  Time  sheets  from  the  states  not  listed. 

Other  varieties  winning  6  or  more  awards  within  an  area  were:  #I-None.  #II-Ode  to  Beauty  (10);  #11I-Bud’s  Melanie 

(6)  Champagne  Pink  (7)  Ness’  Sno  Fun  (9)  Ocean  Eyes  (6)  Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle  (8)  and  Teen  Sweetheart  (8);  #IV-Bertha 

(7)  and  Mary  Craig  (7)  #V-Georgia  Lover  (8)  Jean-Pierre  Croteau  (7)  Mindi  Brooke  (6)  Ness’  Viking  Maiden  (6)  and 
Magnolia  (6). 

Thlly  Time  again  proves  that  growers  from  all  over  the  country  are  raising  many  of  the  same  lovely  plants. 
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ANARCH  2,  3,  4  &  5  -  NEW  YORK 
1995  New  York  Flower  Show 
Passenger  Ship  Terminal,  Pier  90  &  Pier  92 
New  York  City,  Westside 

March  2-4,  10am  -  9pm,  March  5,  10am  -  6pm 
For  Information:  Carol  Ross  (914)  421-3299 
MARCH  3,  4,  5  &  6  -  FLORIDA 
Gulf  AV  Club,  Show/Sale,  Metro  Mall, 

2855  Colonial  Blvd.  Fort  Myers,  FL. 

For  information:  Lillian  Scott  (813)  542-9193 
MARCH  3  &  4  -  FLORIDA 

AVS  of  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Annual  Show/Sale 
Santa  Rosa  Mall,  Mary  Esther,  FL. 

For  information:  Betty  Harrison  (904)  863-2329  or 
Marcella  Wright  (904)  678-6902. 

MARCH  3  &  4  -  TEXAS 

Spring  Branch  AVS,  1 7th  Annual  Show  and  Sale, 

Fair  Haven  United  Methodist  Church, 

1330  Gessner  at  Long  Point,  Houston 
Mar.  3,  2pm  -  6pm,  Mar.  4,  10am  -  4:30pm 
For  information:  Suzanne  Altenburg  (713)  683-7253 
MARCH  4  -  12  -  OHIO 

1995  Cleveland  Flower  Festival 
Cleveland  Convention  Ctr.,  500  Lakeside  Avenue 
March  4  &  11,  11am  -  9pm;  March  5  &  12,  11am  -  9pm; 
Monday-Friday,  1  lam  -  7:30pm 
For  information  (216)  721-1695 
MARCH  4  &  5  -  ALABAMA 

Capital  City  AVS,  Annual  Show/Sale,  Southern  Homes 
and  Gardens,  Highway  231,  Montgomery,  AL 
Mar.  4,  2pm  -  5pm,  Mar.  5,  1pm  -  5pm 
For  information:  Myrt  Sisler  272-9106  or 
Julia  Humber  (205)  262-6756 
MARCH  10  &  11  -  LOUISIANA 
Top  Choice  AVS,  Annual  Show/Sale, 

Pierremont  Mall,  4801  Line  Ave.,  Shreveport 
Mar.  10,  2pm  -  7pm,  Mar.  11,  9am  -  3pm. 

For  Information:  Vivian  Kennedy  (318)  687-0127 
MARCH  10  &  11  -  OREGON 

Portland  AVS,  43rd  Annual  Judged  Plant  Show/Sale, 
Thbor  Heights  Methodist  Church  Annex, 

6161  SE  Stark,  Portland 
March  1 0  &  1 1 ,  1  pm  -  7pm, 

For  information:  Charlotte  Smith  (503)  771-5762 
MARCH  11  &  12  -  FLORIDA 

AVS  of  Pensacola,  Show/Sale,  Bayview  Community 
Center,  19th  Ave.  and  Lloyd  St.,  Pensacola. 

Mar.  11,  2pm  -  6pm,  Mar.  12,  12pm  -  5pm. 

For  information:  Jan  Kurtz  (904)  932-8093, 

Joseph  Watts  (904)  478-3751 
MARCH  11  &  12  -  CALIFORNIA 

South  Coast  AVS  of  Redondo  Beach,  Show/Sale, 

South  Coast  Botanic  Garden 

26300  Crenshaw  Blvd.,  Palos  Verdea  Peninsula 


Mar.  11,  11am  -  5pm,  Mar.  12,  9:30am  -  4pm. 

For  information:  Ralph  Breden  (310)  373-5697 
MARCH  11  &  12  -  LOUISIANA 

Atchafalaya  Violet  Society,  Show/Sale,  Municipal 
Auditorium  on  Myrtle  St.,  Morgan  City,  LA 
Mar.  11,  2pm  -  6pm,  Mar.  12,  1  lam  -  4pm 
MARCH  17  &  18  -  ILLINOIS 

AV  Fanciers,  Inc.,  Sale/  Display,  North  Towne  Mall, 
North  Main  and  Riverside,  Rockford,  IL. 

Mar.  17,  10am  -  7pm,  Saturday-Sold  Out. 

For  information:  Florise  Hogan  (815)  397-2000 
MARCH  18  &  19  -  ILLINOIS 

AVS  of  Northern  Illinois,  Annual  Show/Sale, 

Friendship  Park  Conservatory, 

395  Algonquin  Rd.,  DesPlaines,  IL, 

March  18  &  19,  1  lam  -  3pm. 

For  information:  (708)  457-0661 
MARCH  18  &  19  -  NEW  YORK 

Sweet  Water  AVS,  20th  Annual  Show/Sale 
West  Sayville  Fire  Department  Auditorium  on 
Montauk  Highway,  West  Sayville,  NY 
MARCH  18  &  19  -  CALIFORNIA 

Central  California  AVS  Annual  Show  &  Sale 
Manchester  Center,  Fresno,  CA 
For  information:  Sue  Hoffner  (209)  292-5624 
MARCH  18  &  19  -  COLORADO 

Rocky  Mountain  AV  Council,  Spring  Show  &  Sale 
Denver  Botanic  Gardens,  John  Mitchell  Hall, 

1005  York  St.,  Denver,  CO 

March  18,  1pm  -  4:30pm;  March  19,  10am  -  4:30pm 
For  info:  Shirley  Mitchell  (303)  482-7486 
MARCH  17  &  18  -  FLORIDA 
Central  Florida  AVS  Annual  Show 
Beardall  Senior  Center,  800  S.  Delaney  Ave,  Orlando 
March  17,  Noon  -  4pm;  March  18,  10am  -  4pm 
Information:  Peggy  Noles  (407)  322-4076 
MARCH  18  &  19  -  TEXAS 

First  Austin  AVS  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Austin  Area  Garden  Center,  Zilker  Park,  Austin 
Both  days,  10am  -  4pm 
Information:  Barbara  Cecil  (512)  255-4692 
MARCH  23,  24  &  25  -  TEXAS 

1st  AVS  of  Dallas,  41st  Annual  Show/Sale,  Richardson 
Square  Mall,  Plano  &  Beltline,  Richardson,  TX. 

Sale:  Mar.  23,  10am  -  9pm, 

Show:  Mar.  24,  12pm  -  9pm,  Mar.  25,  10am  -  9  pm. 
For  more  information:  (214)  278  -  0389 
MARCH  24  &  25  -  TENNESSEE 

Memphis  AVS  Show  &  Sale,  Goldsmith’s  Civic  Garden 
Center  at  the  Botanical  Gardens,  750  Cherry  Road, 
Memphis.  Info:  Martha  Page  (901)  363-8609 
MARCH  24  &  25  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Union  County  Chapter’s  41st  Show/Sale 
All  Saints  Episcopal  Church, 
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559  Park  Ave.,  Scotch  Plains,  N.|., 

Mar.  24,  6pm  -  9pm,  Mar.  25,  10am  -  4pm. 

For  information:  Marion  Mossberg  (908)  381-9443 
MARCH  25  &  26  -  CALIFORNIA 

San  Mateo  County  AVS,  26th  Annual  Show/Sale, 

Ampex  Cafeteria,  411  Broadway,  Redwood  City,  CA., 
Mar.,  25,  2pm  -  5pm,  Mar.  26,  9am  -  3pm. 

For  information:  (415)  593-2998 
MARCH  25  &  26  -  OKLAHOMA 

AVS  of  Greater  Tulsa,  Annual  Show/Sale, 
llilsa  Garden  Center,  2435  South  Peoria,  Tulsa. 

Mar.  25,  Show:  12pm  -5pm,  Sale:  1  lam  -  5pm, 

Mar.  26,  12pm  -  5pm. 

For  information:  (918)  627-7395 
MARCH  31  &  APRIL  1  -  ALABAMA 
Early  Bird  AVC  of  Birmingham  Show/Sale 
March  31,2-  4pm,  April  1,  9am  -  4pm 
Auditorium  of  the  Botanical  Gardens.  Free  Parking, 

Free  Admission.  Info:  Ramona  Hodges  (205)  833-1309; 
Delores  Scarborough  (205)  744-0947 
MARCH  31-  APRIL  1  -  VIRGINIA 
Richmond  AVS,  Annual  Show/Sale 
Virginia  Center  Commons  Mall,  Rt.  1 ,  North  at  1-295 
March  31,  2pm  -  9pm;  April  1,  10am  -  8pm 
Info:  Kitty  Hedgepeth  (804)  358-1879 
MARCH  31 -APRIL  1  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Central  Jersey  AVS,  1 6th  Annual  AVSA  Judged  Show 
First  Baptist  Church,  232  Main  Street,  Matawan,  NJ 
March  31,  3pm  -  9pm;  April  1,  9:30am  -  4pm 
Info:  Jan  Murasko  (908)  821-8641; 

David  Tooker  (908)  583-9568 
MARCH  31 -APRIL  1  &  2  -  GEORGIA 
Georgia  State  AV  Council  State  Show 
Augusta  Mall,  Augusta,  GA 
Hosted  by:  Master  City  AV  &  Gesneriad  Society 
APRIL  1  &  2  -  MICHIGAN 

Border  Cities  AVC,  43rd  AV  Display  &  Sale 
Saint  James  Church,  241  Pearson  St.,  Ferndale,  MI 
April  1  &  2,  Noon  -  5pm 
Info:  Adaline  Nathan  (313)  474-0075; 

Ellen  Platz  (313)  278-5030 
APRIL  1  &  2  -  CONNECTICUT 
Thimble  Island  AVS  of  Branford 
Canoebrook  Senior  Center,  1 1  Cherry  Hill  Rd.,  Branford 
April  1,  'ipm  -  4pm;  April  2,  10am  -  4pm 
APRIL  1  &  2  -  NEW  YORK 

Long  Island  AVS,  41st  Annual  AVSA  Judged  Show 
John  A.  Anderson  Recreation  Center 
1 1 1  North  Oceanside  Rd.,  Rockville  Centre,  NY 
April  1,  2pm  -  5pm;  April  2,  Noon  -  5pm 
Info:  Jeanne  Maier,  2  Buckingham  Place, 

Lynbrook,  NY  11563 
APRIL  5  -  CALIFORNIA 

Town  &  Country  AVS,  African  Violet  Open  House, 
Display  &  Sale,  Tinity  Episcopal  Parish  Hall,  4 1 9  4th 
St.,  Comer  of  4th  &  Fern,  Redland,  CA 
10am  -  5pm.  Info:  Aneita  Richardson  (909)  794-2771 
APRIL  6-9  -  TEXAS 

First  Nighter  African  Violet  Society  of  Dallas,  Texas 
Annual  Show  and  Sale,  Big  Town  Mall  -  Mesquite,  TX 


Hwy.  80  East  at  Big  Town  Blvd. 

Show  hours:  Friday,  April  7,  1pm  -  9pm 

Saturday,  April  8,  10am  -  7pm 
Sale  hours:  Thursday,  April  6,  2pm  -  9pm 
Friday,  April  7,  10am  -  9pm 
Saturday,  April  8,  10am  -  9pm 
Sunday,  April  9,  12  noon  -  5pm 
For  info:  Mildred  Greene  (214)  942-1226 
APRIL  7-9  -  ILLINOIS 

Quad  Cities  AVS,  Annual  Show  &  Sale 
Duck  Creek  Plaza  Mall,  1-74  &  Middle  Rd,  Bettendorf,  IL 
Info:  Cel  Schafer  (319)  359-0231 
APRIL  7,  8  &  9  -  MINNESOTA 

Minnesota  AVS  Show/Sale  Maplewood  Mall  on 

White  Bear  Ave.  just  South  of  1-694 

April  7,  10am  -  9pm;  April  8,  10am  -  6pm; 

April  9,  1  lam  -  6pm;  Info:  Kathy  Lahti  (612)  464-2621 
APRIL  7  &  8  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Bergen  County  AVS  Show  &  Sale,  Old  North  Reformed 
Church,  Washington  &  Madison  Ave.,  Dumont,  NJ 
April  7,  3pm  -  9pm;  April  8,  9am  -  3pm 
Info:  Lee  Borey  (201)  934-7486 
APRIL  7  &  8  -  TEXAS 

First  AVS  of  San  Antonio  Show/Sale,  North  Star  Mall 
April  7,  10am  -  6pm;  April  8,  10am  -  6pm 
Info:  (210)  824-2921 
APRIL  7  &  8  -  NEBRASKA 

The  Lincoln  AVS  25th  Annual  Spring  Show  &  Sale 
East  Park  Plaza,  66th  &  0  Streets,  Lincoln,  Nebraska 
April  7,  10am  -  9pm;  April  8,  10am  -  6pm 
Info:  Darold  Hibbs  (402)  489-6108 
APRIL  7,  8  &  9  -  OHIO 

47th  Annual  AV  Show,  Franklin  Park  Conservatory 

1777  East  Broad  St.,  Columbus,  OH 

April  7,  1:30pm  -  5pm;  April  8,  10am  -  5pm; 

April  9,  10am  -  5pm 
Info:  Thelma  Miller  (614)  444-6315 
APRIL  8  &  9  -  NEW  YORK 

AVS  of  Western  NY,  Annual  Show/Sale 
Walden  Galleria  Mall,  Walden  Ave,  Buffalo,  NY 
April  8,  10am  -  9:30pm;  April  9,  Noon  -  6pm 
Info:  Fred  Packer  (716)  833-4504 
APRIL  8  -  ARIZONA 

Desert  Sun  AVS,  Judging  School 
Trinity  Christian  Fellowship  Church,  Chandler,  AZ 
Info:  Georgette  Jolivette  (602)  827-8078 
APRIL  8  &  9  -  ARKANSAS 

Green  Thumb  AVS  of  Fayetteville  Show/Sale 
Northwest  Arkansas  Mall  (NWA  Mall)  Open  Mall  hours 
Info:  Ruby  Pope  (501)  442-2201 
APRIL  8  &  9  -  ILLINOIS 

Barrington  Bloomers  AVS  Judged  Show/Sale 
Botanic  Garden,  Glenco,  IL 
April  8,  1pm  -  4pm;  April  9,  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Nikki  Collard  (708)  526-6055 
APRIL  8  &  9  -  MICHIGAN 

Michigan  State  AVS,  Violet  Display/Sale;  Matthaei 
Botanical  Gardens, 

1 800  Dixboro  Rd,  Ann  Arbor,  MI 
Both  days:  10am  -  4:30pm 
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APRIL  8  &  9  -  NEW  MEXICO 

Albuquerque  AVC,  26th  Annual  Show/Sale 
April  8,  2pm  -  6pm;  April  9,  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Agatha  Garrison  (505)  384-5026 
APRIL  8  &  9  -  INDIANA 
Indiana  State  AVS  Show/Sale 
Holiday  Inn  SE,  Emerson  Exit  at  465  on  Victory  Dr.; 
April  8,  3pm  -  7pm;  April  9,  Noon  -  4pm 
Info:  Mary  Lou  Steiner  (317)  359-9827 
APRIL  8  &  9  -  NEW  YORK 

Capitol  District  AVS  and  AVS  of  Albany,  Annual  Show 
Knights  of  Columbus  Hall,  375  Ontario  St.,  Albany,  NY 
April  8,  2:30pm  -  6pm,  April  9,  1  lam  -  5pm 
Info:  Andrea  Freeman  (518)  459-9054 
APRIL  8  &  9  -  WASHINGTON 

Seattle  AVS,  42nd  Annual  Show  &  Sale 
University  of  Washington’s  Center  for  Urban 
Horticulture,  3501  NE  41st  St.,  Seattle,  Washington 
April  8,  Noon  -  5pm;  April  9,  Noon  -  5pm 
Info:  Sharon  Davey  (206)  235-7592 
APRIL  8  &  9  -  ALABAMA 

Montgomery  AVS,  23rd  Annual  Show/Sale,  Southern 
Homes  &  Gardens,  US  Hwy  23  North,  Montgomery,  AL 
Info:  Toni  Sheperd  (205)  244-9405 
APRIL  8  &  9  -  TEXAS 

NASA  Area  AVS  of  Clearlake,  TX 
18th  Annual  judged  Show/Sale,  Webster  Civic  Center 
3 1 1  Pennsylvania,  Webster,  TX 
April  8,  2pm  -  5pm;  April  9,  Noon  -  5pm 
Info:  Lawrence  Pope  (713)  332-1219 
APRIL  8  &  9  -  DELAWARE 
Delaware  AVS,  Violet  Show/Sale 
Christiana  Mall  off  1-95,  Newark,  DE 
April  8,  1 :30pm  -  9:30pm;  April  9,  1  lam  -  6pm 
Info:  Angie  Celano  (302)  994-4556 
APRIL  14  &  15  -  WISCONSIN 
AV  Fanciers,  Inc,  Display  &  Sale 
Beloit  Mall,  Rt.  5 1 ,  North  Beloit,  WI 
April  14,  10am  -  7pm;  April  15,  10am  -  until  sold  out 
Info:  Florise  Hogan  (815)  397-2000 
APRIL  15  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 
Green  Thumb  AVS  Show/Sale 
Ihrrytown  Mall,  Rocky  Mount,  NC,  9am  -  9pm 
Info:  (919)  459-3722 
APRIL  20-22  -  BERMUDA 

58th  Bermuda  Agricultural  Exhibition 
Info:  Department  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries,  and  Parks 
Botanical  Gardens,  Paget,  Bermuda 
APRIL  21,  22  &  23  -  MONTREAL,  QUEBEC,  CANADA 
La  Societe  des  Saintpaulia  de  Montreal  AVS  Show/Sale 
Chalet  Parc  Maisonneuve,  4601  East,  Sherbrooke, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada 
All  3  days:  9am  -  6pm 
Info:  Colette  Godin  (514)  388-5079 
APRIL  21-23  -  MINNESOTA 

North  Star  AVC  Show/Sale,  Northtown  Mall,  Hwy  10  & 
University  Ave  NE,  Blaine,  MN 
Mall  Hours.  Info:  Jinean  Schofield  (612)  888-0044 
Ruth  Bann  (612)  571-6703 
APRIL  22  &  23  -  NEW  YORK 

Copper  City  AVS  of  Rome,  NY,  Annual  Show/Sale 


Masonic  Temple,  620  N.  Washington  St.,  Rome,  NY 
April  22,  2pm  -  7pm;  April  23,  Noon  -  5pm 
Info:  Annabelle  Hart  (315)  337-6150 
APRIL  22  &  23  -  PENNSYLVANIA 

AVS  of  Springfield  Show/Sale,  Springfield  Mall, 
Springfield,  Delaware  Co.,  Baltimore  Pike  and  320 
Info:  Nancy  Corse  (610)  566-5042 
APRIL  22  &  23  -  CALIFORNIA 
Ventura  County  AVS,  Show/Sale 
Buenaventure  Mall,  Mills  Rd  &  Main  Street,  Ventura,  CA 
April  22,  Show,  Noon  -  5pm;  Sale,  10am  -  5pm 
April  23,  1  lam  -  5pm 
APRIL  22  -  MISSOURI 

Heart  of  Missouri  AVS,  14th  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Columbia  Mall  on  Stadium  Blvd.,  Columbia,  MO 
10am  -  7pm;  Info:  Dorothy  Anderson  442-4798; 

Peggy  Payne  696-2652 
APRIL  22  &  23  -  IOWA 

Evening  AVC  of  Des  Moines  Show/Sale 
Des  Moines  Botanical  Center,  Oak  &  Willow  Rooms 
April  22,  10am  -  5pm;  April  23,  10am  -  3pm 
Info:  Louise  Terry  (515)  287-2998; 

Kathy  Mathews  (515)  674-4025 
APRIL  22  &  23  -  ILLINOIS 

Evening  Bloomers  AVS  and  the  Metropolitan  AVS, 
Show/Sale,  Lake  view  Museum, 

Lake  «&.  University  Streets,  Peoria,  IL 
April  22,  1pm  -  5pm;  April  23,  Noon  -  4pm 
Info:  Sandy  Svob  (309)  691-9517 
APRIL  22  &  23  -  NEW  YORK 

Saintpaulia  Society  of  Long  Island  First  Annual 
Show/Sale,  St.  Mary  of  the  Isle  Parish  Hall, 

Park  Ave.  &  Monroe  Blvd.,  Long  Beach,  NY 
April  22,  3pm  -  7pm;  April  23,  Sam  -  5pm 
Info:  Edward  Bradford  (718)  847-9854 
APRIL  27-29  -  ALBERTA,  CANADA 

Canadian  National  Show  &  Convention,  Village  Park  Inn, 
1804  Crowchild  Trail  N.W.,  Calgary,  Alberta 
Show  Rm:  April  27,  2pm  -  8pm; 

April  28,  9:30am  -3:30pm 
Hosted  by:  Stampede  City  AVS 
Info:  Betty  Nagy  (403)  236-0161 
APRIL  28-29  -  NEW  JERSEY 

AVS  of  North  Jersey,  Annual  Show/Sale 
St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church,  810  Broad  St.,  Clifton,  NJ 
April  28,  3:30pm  -  8pm;  April  29,  9:30am  -  3pm 
Info:  Bob  Kurzynski  (201)  546-4962 
APRIL  28,  29  &  30  -  MISSOURI 

Unpredictables  AVS,  Blue  Springs,  MO  Show/Sale 
Independence  Center,  M-291  and  1-70, 

Independence,  MO 

April  28  &  29,  10am  -  9pm;  April  30,  Noon  -  5:30pm 
Info:  Carol  Allinson  (816)  254-3449 
APRIL  28  &  29  -  NEW  YORK 

New  York  City  AVS,  Judged  Show/Sale 
Horticultural  Society  of  NY 
Info:  (212)  757-0915 
APRIL  29  &  30  -  NEW  YORK 

AVS  of  Greater  New  York,  Spring  Show  &  Sale 
Queens  Botanical  Gardens,  43-50  Main  St.,  Flushing,  NY 
April  29,  1:30pm  -  5:30pm;  April  30,  1  lam  -  5pm 
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Info;  Hilda  Kohn  (718)  591-8036; 

Joseph  Svitak  (718)  658-2155 
APRIL  29  &  30  -  WISCONSIN 
Milwaukee  AVS  Annual  Show/Sale 
Southgate  Mall,  3333  S.  27th  St.,  Milwaukee,  WI 
Mall  Hours,  Info:  Irene  Merrell  (414)  567-6573 
APRIL  29  &  30  -  CALIFORNIA 
San  Joaquin  AVS  Show/Sale 
Sherwood  Mall,  5308  Pacific  Ave.,  Stockton,  CA 
April  29,  Noon  -  6:30pm;  April  30,  10am  -  5pm 
Info:  Mary  Lloyd  (209)  368-2336 
APRIL  29  &  30  -  CONNECTICUT 

Naugatonic  AVS,  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Boothe  Memorial  Park  Hall,  Main  Street  (Putney) 
Stratford,  CT,  Exit  535  off  the  Merritt  Parkway 
April  29,  1  -  4pm,  April  30,  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Don  Goodwin  (203)  283-5311 
APRIL  29  &  30  -  PENNSYLVANIA 

AVS  of  Lower  Bucks  County,  20th  Annual  Show/Sale 
Wood  River  Village  Community  Room, 

Bensalem  Blvd  and  Hulmeville  Rd.,  Bensalem,  PA 
April  29,  1  -  9pm;  April  30,  10am  -  2:30pm 
Info:  Joan  Reed  (215)  953-9317; 

Sansi  Smith  (215)  946-8459 
MAY  5,  6  &  7  -  OHIO 

Cincinnati  AVS  Show  at  the  Beechmont  Mall 
May  5,  1pm  -  9pm,  May  6  &  7,  Mall  Hours 
Info:  271-5678  or  384-4437 
MAY  6  &  7  -  LOUISIANA 
Alexandria  AVS,  Display/Sale 
Best  Western,  McArthur  Dr,  Alexandria,  LA 
May  6,  10am  -  6pm;  May  7,  10am  -  4pm 
Thke  Plants  Home  at  Time  of  Purchase 
Info:  Beverly  Bullock  (318)  442-2852 
MAY  6  &  7  -  PENNSYLVANIA 
The  AVS  of  Philadelphia  Show/Sale 
Watertower  Recreation  Center,  Hartwell  Lane  &  Ardleigh 
St.,  Chestnut  Hill,  Philadelphia,  PA. 

May  6,  Noon  -  7pm;  May  7,  1  lam  -  4pm. 

Info:  (215)  836-5467 
MAY  6  &  7  -  CALIFORNIA 

Uistana  AVS  Show/Sale,  Westminster  Mall, 

405  Freeway  at  Golden  West  Blvd.,  Westminster,  CA 
May  6,  10am  -  7pm;  May  7,  1  lam  -  5pm 
Info:  Stephen  Gaudin  (310)  634-5981; 

Ed  Hoefer  (714)  526-4773 
MAY  6  &  7  -  CONNECTICUT 

Silvermine  AVS,  22nd  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Westport  Nature  Center,  10  Woodside  Lane,  Westport,  CT 
May  6,  1:30  -  5pm;  May  7,  1  -  4pm 
Info:  Sylvia  Siegel  (203)  847-5570; 

LynnWallach  (203)  227-5487 
AlAY  6  &  7  -  NEW  YORK 

AVS  of  Rochester  Show/Sale,  St.  John’s  Home, 

150  Highland  Ave.,  Rochester,  NY 
May  6,  2  -  6pm;  May  7,  1  lam  -  5pm 
Info:  (716)  381-6384 
MAY  6  &  7  -  NEW  YORK 

AVS  of  Syracuse,  Show/Sale,  Great  Northern  Mall, 

Clay,  NY,  Route  31  West  out  of  Syracuse 

Mall  Hours.  Info:  Richard  Gundlach  (315)  455-2963 


MAY  6  &  7  -  WISCONSIN 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society,  1 5th  Annual  Show/Sale 
Park  Plaza  Mall,  Downtown  Oshkosh 
May  6,  10am  -  5pm;  May  7,  Noon  -  4:30pm 
Info:  Kevin  Denger  (414)  426-3764 
MAY  6  &  7  -  ILLINOIS 

Fort  Massac  AVC  of  Metropolis,  IL,  Happy  Hearts  Senior 
Citizens  Bldg,  5 1 6  Superman  Square 
May  6,  10am  -  4pm;  May  7,  Noon  -  4pm 
MAY  6  &  7  -  WISCONSIN 

Crosstown  AV  Club  Annual  Show/Sale 
East  Towne  Mall,  Madison,  WI,  Mall  Hours 
Info:  Bonnie  Henell  (608)  221-2050 
MAY  6  &  7  -  VIRGINIA 

Old  Dominion  AVS  Show,  Green  Springs  Garden  Park 
Horticultural  Center,  4601  Green  Springs  Road, 
Alexandria,  VA 

May  6,  10am  -  5pm;  May  7,  Noon  -  4pm 
Info:  Joanne  Bear  (703)  255-0583 
MAY  11,  12  &  13  -  OHIO 

Violets  &  Friends  AVC  Annual  Show/Sale 
Miami  Valley  Center,  1-75  &  Route  36,  Piqua,  OH 
May  11,1-  9pm;  May  12  &  13,  10am  -9pm 
Info:  Shirley  Jones  (513)  773-3761; 

Dixie  Gunsaulies  (513)  653-5041 
MAY  12  &  13  -  OHIO 

Parmatown  AVC  35th  Annual  Show/Sale 
Parmatown  Mall,  7899  West  Ridgewood  Dr,  Parma,  OH 
May  12,  12:30pm  -  9pm;  May  13,  9am  -  6pm 
Sale  table  open  9:30am  -  Both  days 
Info:  Marian  Tinsdale  (216)  845-2525 
MAY  12  &  13  -  OREGON 

Portland  AVS  Mother’s  Day  Sale 
Eastport  Plaza  Mall,  4020  S.E.  82nd  Ave,  Portland,  OR 
May  12,  10am  -  9pm;  May  13,  10am  -  6pm 
Info:  Charlotte  Smith  (503)  771-5762 
MAY  13  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 
Green  Thumb  AVS  Show/Sale 
Carolina  East  Mall,  Greenville,  NC 
9am  -  9pm;  Info:  (919)  459-3722 
MAY  13  -  ARKANSAS 

Busy  Bloomers  AVS  Show/Sale 
North  Little  Rock  Community  Center 
2700  N.  Willow,  North  Little  Rock 
Info:  Glenda  Dye  (501)  982-9654 
MAY  13  &  14  -  KANSAS 
Bright  Petals  AVS  Display /Sale 
Gold  Room  of  the  Holiday  Inn,  Great  Bend 
May  13,  Sam  -  7pm;  May  14,  9am  -  3pm 
MAY  13-14  -  VIRGINIA 

Tidewater  AVS  Show/Sale,  Norfolk  Botanical  Gardens 
Auditorium.  Info:  Pat  Knight  (804)  479-2115 
MAY  13  -  NEBRASKA 

Omaha  AVS  Spring  AV  Exhibit/Sale 
Southroads  Mall,  Bellevue,  NE;  10am  -  6pm 
Info:  Patty  Burkey  (402)  289-3328 
MAY  13  &  14  -  CALIFORNIA 

Carlsbad  AVS,  AVSA  Judged  Show/Sale 
Plaza  Camino  Real  Mall,  Carlsbad,  CA 
Info:  Betty  Roberson  (619)  729-6772 
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office  Violets 


Kyle  Coleman 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


For  ten  years,  I’ve  talked  with  many  co-workers 
struggling  to  raise  African  violets  at  work.  Although  a 
few  violets  have  grown  and  bloomed  to  become  a 
relatively  permanent  desk  ornament,  most  have  suffered 
agonizingly  slow  deaths.  The  conditions  at  work  do  not 
promote  vigorous  violets:  no  windows,  dry  air,  lighting 
barely  adequate  for  reading,  and  often  dark  weekends 
with  no  light  at  all.  In  spite  of  these  conditions,  many 
coworkers  continue  to  struggle  to  find  that  one  violet 
that  can  thrive  at  the  office.  Why  do  some  violets 
survive  these  conditions  while  most  give  up? 

Most  of  the  violet  killers  at  work  have  similar  stories. 
I’ve  shared  the  AVSA  culture  folders  with  many  of  these 
unwitting  murderers,  but  the  death  lists  grow  longer. 
Many  office  violets  die  of  over  watering,  which  is 
relatively  quick,  but  many  die  slowly  from  over 
fertilizing — even  with  regular  strength  fertilizer.  The 
violets  become  ill  with  increasingly  tight  centers  and 
brittle  leaves  that  reach  for  light.  Many  die  from  incon¬ 
sistent  care:  flooding  one  week,  followed  by  a  month 
long  drought.  Others  waste  away  in  darkness,  shaded 
by  file  cabinets  or  walls.  The  business  office  is  a  major 
challenge  for  violet  enthusiasts. 

Most  of  the  successful  violet  growers  have  a  common 
approach  to  violet  care.  They  gave  their  violets  as  much 
light  as  possible  and  they  adjusted  their  watering  and 
fertilizing  to  the  non-ideal  conditions  at  work.  For  the 
past  year,  I  used  this  advice  to  train  a  violet  to  sit  on  my 
desk  at  work  and  bloom  on  command  (most  of  the 
time). 

First,  I  selected  the  brightest  place  in  the  room.  I 
avoided  corners  because  these  are  typically  the  darkest 
parts  of  the  room.  Since  I  work  in  a  building  with  no 
windows,  I  looked  for  the  shortest  distance  to  a 
fluorescent  light.  The  four  drawer  file  cabinet  was  almost 
close  enough,  but  I  selected  my  desk  because  the  violet 
would  be  within  eight  inches  of  my  single  tube  desk 
lamp.  I  was  careful  to  avoid  the  working  area  of  my 
desk  so  that  I  would  not  accidentally  damage  the  violet 
while  working. 

Even  with  all  this  forethought,  I  didn’t  know  how 
well  the  violet  would  grow — my  desk  lamp  isn’t  nearly 


as  bright  as  my  lighted  plant  stand.  (For  offices  with 
windows,  gradually  move  the  violet  closer  to  the 
window  so  that  it  may  adjust  to  the  light  but  be  very 
careful  of  south  windows  that  may  become  too  hot  for 
our  violet  friends.) 

To  keep  the  violet  healthy,  I  followed  my  co-workers’ 
advice,  adjusting  my  watering  and  fertilizing  to  the 
office’s  relatively  low  light-environment.  (No  matter 
how  much  you  fertilize,  green  plants  can  only  produce 
food  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  light  they  receive.) 
I  wicked  my  violet,  but  I  used  a  smaller  wick  to  keep  the 
violet  drier  than  I  would  for  my  show  plants  at  home. 
I  even  let  the  reservoir  dry  out  before  refilling  it.  This 
way,  I  never  let  the  violet  get  so  dry  that  it  wilted,  but 
the  soil  was  noticeably  less  moist  than  my  violets  at 
home  on  my  plant  stand. 

For  fertilizer,  I  used  Volkmann’s  African  Violet  Food, 
but  only  half  strength.  Because  the  low  light  levels 
limited  its  food  production,  the  violet  hasn’t  shown  any 
signs  of  malnutrition. 

Over  the  last  year,  my  violet  has  grown  and  bloomed 
much  like  my  more  successful  co-workers’  violets.  My 
violet  has  bloomed  and  become  larger,  but  not  like  a 
show  plant.  My  blooms  aren’t  as  large  or  prolific,  and 
the  foliage  is  not  as  large  or  filled  in,  but  the  plant  looks 
healthy  and  vigorous,  even  if  it  grows  slower  than  my 
show  plants  at  home. 

I  have  never  seen  a  heavily  variegated  plant  at  work, 
so  I  suspect  that  my  variegation  is  less  pronounced 
because  of  the  office  environment,  but  at  least  the 
variegation  is  obvious  to  visitors.  (Many  of  my  show 
plants  tend  to  be  too  white  with  variegation,  so  the 
lighter  variegation  doesn’t  worry  me.) 

Thus,  African  violets  grown  in  the  business  office, 
under  non-ideal  conditions,  can  thrive  and  bloom  if  their 
care  caters  to  the  special  needs  of  the  office  environ¬ 
ment.  Don’t  kill  your  violets  with  too  much  care  or 
neglect.  The  low  light  conditions  require  consistent,  but 
less  moisture  and  fertilizer.  For  windowless  offices,  find 
the  brightest  place  for  your  violets,  avoiding  your 
immediate  working  space  to  avoid  accidents.  Following 
this  advice,  your  rugged  long-term  survivors  won’t  look 
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like  award-winning  show  plants  grown  in  perfect 
conditions,  but  the  years  of  cheerful  blossoms,  and 
shiny  green  leaves,  will  be  well  worth  the  extra  patience. 

TOP  10  REASONS 
FOR  GROWING  VIOLETS  AT  WORK 
Because  of  the  non-ideal,  or  just  plain  poor,  condi¬ 
tions  at  work,  many  violet  growers  may  wonder,  “Why 
on  earth  would  I  want  to  grow  a  violet  at  work?”  Below 
(in  reverse  order)  are  my  top  10  reasons  why  more 
violet  enthusiasts  should  grow  violets  at  work: 

10.  Your  cat/dog/children  can’t  chew/destroy/crush 
them. 

9.  Your  corporate  Chief  Executive  Officer  could  visit 
your  work  area,  see  your  violet,  and  insist  on 
buying  one  from  you.  (It  could  happen — Herb 
Rogers,  then  CEO  of  General  Dynamics  Corporation, 
saw  one  of  my  violets  at  work  and  waited  a  year  to 
buy  one  of  my  variegated  show  plants.) 

8.  Your  plant  stand  and  house  are  already  full. 


7.  You  may  learn  how  to  grow  violets  under  different 
conditions. 

6.  Makes  the  office  seem  warmer  and  more  cheerful. 

5.  The  cheerful  blossoms  and  shiny  green  heart-shaped 
leaves. 

4.  The  violets  may  draw  attention  to  the  AVSA  culture 
folders  on  your  desk.  (“Free  -  Take  One”.) 

3.  Your  co-workers  are  more  likely  to  visit  one  of  your 
violet  shows  if  they  have  seen  examples  of  your 
handiwork. 

2.  You  may  create  customers  for  your  next  club  violet 
sale. 

And  now,  the  number  one  reason  for  growing  violets  at 

work:  (A  drum  roll  please!) 

1.  You  may  have  fun  finding  other  growers  and  new 
members  for  your  violet  clubs. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  the  Sept/Oct  1994 

issue  of  the  Lone  Star  African  Violet  Council  Newsletter 


Memorium 

By  Anne  Unari 

We  mourn  the  loss  of  a  very  dear  friend  and  devoted 
Honorary  AVSA  Life  Member  DORA  BAKER  of  St. 
Paul,  MN  on  january  1,  1995. 

Dora  served  the  society  in  many  capacities.  We 
especially  remember  her  appointment  of  Time  and  Place 
Chairman  for  almost  20  years  from  1963  to  1980  and 
beyond.  Her  dignified  manner  and  financial  knowledge 
to  negotiate  and  promote  our  society  resulted  in  the 
many  wonderful  conventions  we  have  enjoyed  over  the 
years.  Dora  and  her  devoted  husband  Harold  (deceased) 
were  always  in  attendance  at  our  national  conventions. 

She  was  elected  and  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors 
from  1956  to  1961  and  remained  on  the  board  over 
many  years  as  she  served  so  diligently  as  our  Time  and 
Place  Chairman. 

Dora  served  the  society  as  executive  director  from 
1960  to  1963  and  was  elected  as  Second  Vice  President 
in  1960,  1961  and  1962. 


In  1965  she  was  awarded  a  one  year  Honorary 
Membership.  She  was  instrumental  in  assisting  clubs 
and  councils  and  served  many  positions  in  her  own  club 
of  St.  Paul,  MN.  She  was  a  Lifetime  judge  and  Teacher, 
also  serving  on  the  Nominating  Committee,  and  the 
Shows  and  Judges  committee. 

She  was  recipient  of  the  Ruth  Carey  Affiliate  Chapter 
Award  in  1 956  and  was  co-convention  chairman  at  our 
10th  Anniversary  Convention  celebration  in  St.  Paul, 
MN  in  1956. 

Dora  received  a  well-deserved  Honorary  Life 
Membership  in  1965  and  Distinguished  Service  Award 
in  1978.  She  was  always  willing  and  ready  to  take  on 
extra  duties  when  called  upon.  She  was  our  AVSA 
Treasurer  in  1964.  A  real  pioneer  of  our  society,  always 
ready  to  promote  AVSA  where  she  was  needed. 

We  are  most  grateful  for  her  many  years  of  service 
and  responsibility  she  undertook  for  our  society.  She 
brightened  our  lives  and  shared  her  knowledge  and 
ability  to  promote  our  beloved  plant,  the  African  violet. 
We  feel  privileged  to  have  known  and  worked  with 
her.  We  shall  miss  her.  Rest  In  Peace  dear  friend,  your 
love  and  devotion  to  our  society  deserve  the  words, 
“WELL  DONE.  ” 
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Members  and  guests  attending  the  1995  Annual 
Convention  in  St.  Louis  will  be  given  a  golden  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  buy  chances  on  two  Life  Memberships. 

Two  AVSA  Life  Memberships  will  be  awarded  on 
Saturday,  May  27  at  our  annual  membership  meeting. 
The  two  lucky  recipients  will  receive  a  Life  Membership 
certificate  of  enrollment  signed  by  our  President  and  an 
individual  Life  Membership  wallet  card  that  entitles  you 
to  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  our  society. 

Members  are  welcome  to  visit  our  Membership  & 
Promotion  table  to  purchase  chances  and  AVSA  gift 
memberships  for  special  occasions  Wednesday  through 
Saturday  during  the  convention. 

Come  join  the  fun  and  be  a  part  of  our  49th  Annual 
Convention,  SEE  YOU  IN  ST.  LOUIS! 


Membership  &  Promotion  Committee 
Anne  Unari,  Chairman 


Grow  Healthier  Plants! 


BETIER  THAN  OTHER  GROWING  SHELVES! 

W  The  RotaGro  features  shelves  that  move 
automatical — to  help  your  plants  use 
available  li^t  more  effidently. 

PLAKTS  GROW  HEALTHIER! 

H  By  rotating  your  plants  (one  complete 
rotation  every  two  hours!),  the  RotoGro 
improves  air  flow  aroimd  your  plants 
and  gives  them  the  right  amount  of  light 
so  they  grow  strai^t  and  stoclgf. 
ADJUSTABLE  SHELF  HEIGHT 

W  Sturdy  removable  shdves  adpist  to  Jit 
growing  plants  and  make  potting  and 
transplanting  a  dnch. 

GROW  MORE  PLANTS  IN  LESS  SPACE! 

W  Ei^t  large  shelves  hold  up  to  /  76  Jbur- 
inch  pots,  or  more  than  a  tiiousand 
seedlings!  But  the  RotoGro  takes  only  a 
few  feet  of  floor  space. 

GARDEN  INDOORS  WITH  EASE! 

The  RotoGro  lets  you  create  the  perfo:t 
indoor  growing  environment  all  year 
long  using  natural  li^t  or  the  optional 
grow  lights. 


Introducing...  the 


RotoGro 

Projessionalfy  Designed  Growing 
Shelves  that  Rotate  Around  the  Light 


For  Free  Information,  Mail  Coupon 
or  CALL  TOLL  FREE 

1-800-880-2345 


SPRING  SALE! 


DfltflPnA  The  superior  choice  for  year> 
lllf  UiUI  U  round  indoor  gardening! 

□  YESI  Please  msh  me  FREE  iifirwatkm  about  the  all-new 
RotoGro,  including  the  Special  Spring  Sale,  and  30-Dt^ 
Risk-Fiee  Offir! 

NAME  . 


ADDRESS 
CITY — 


STATE - 

Mail  to: 


-ZIP- 


tiiaftMer 

30  Wri^t  Avenue,  Dept.  2403SR,  Liti^  PA  17543 
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OPTIMARA© 
VIOLET  FOCX) 
14-12-14£::~:"— 


o^MAmOrnm 

PI  ANT  FOOD 


OPTIMARA’ 


quarts 

TERSl 


ORtltytARA' 


OPTI M  AR  A 


African  Violets  and  Plantcare  Products 


To  purchase  or  receive  information  on  the  entire  Optimara  line  of  African  Violets 
and  Plantcare  Products,  contact  one  of  these  AVSA-supporting  Distributors: 


Big  Sky  Violets 

10678  Schoolhouse  Lane 
Moiese,  MT  59824 
406/644-2296 


Pleasant  Hill  African  Violets 
Route  1 ,  Box  73 
Brenham,  TX  77833 
409/836-9736 


Tinari  Greenhouses 

2325  Valley  Road 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006 
215/947-0144 


Cape  Cod  Violetry 

28  Minot  Street 
Falmouth,  MA  02540 

508/548-2798 


Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

P.O.  Box  78398 
Nashville,  TN  37207-8398 


Violets  By  Appointment 

45  Third  Street 
W.  Sayville,  NY  11796 

516/589-2724 


Innis  Violets 

8  Maddison  Lane 
Lynnfield,  MA  01940 
617/334-6679 


Teas  Nursery 
P.O.  Box  1603 
Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 
713/664-4400 


The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway 
Englewood,  CO  80110 
303/761-1770 


Optimara  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Hermann  Holtkamp,  K.G.,  Germany.  Holtkamp  Greenhouses  USA,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37207 


Oldies 


Barbara  Elkin  Marilyn  Goldstein 

2855  Gayle  Lane  2855  Gayle  Lane 

Auburn,  CA  95602  Auburn,  CA  95602 

My  daughter-in-law,  Lorraine,  volunteers  for  the  Wild  Life  Rescue  Station.  She  is  now  caring  for  a  very  large  owl  that 
has  one  leg  and  a  one  word  vocabulary,  “WHO”.  Now  “Who”  among  you  have  any  of  the  plants  appearing  on  the 
“AVSA’S  MOST  WANTED  LIST”.  Please  read  our  “Most  Wanted  List”  carefully,  someone  out  there  is  waiting. 

I  know  “Who”  has  those  plants  listed  in  the  “Oldies”  file  and  I  would  like  to  fill  all  your  requests.  If  you  would  like  to 
have  a  start  of  a  plant  on  our  “Oldies  List”,  just  drop  me,  Barbara  Elkin,  a  line,  and  1  will  put  you  in  touch  with  the 
“WHO”  that  has  it  in  their  collection.  Please  send  a  SASE  for  a  reply. 

REMINDER,  when  receiving  plants  or  leaves  from  a  private  party,  your  minimum  obligation  is  to  return  their  postage. 


REG. 

REG. 

DATE 

NUMBER 

HYBRIDIZER 

DATE 

NUMBER 

HYBRIDIZER 

Aca’s  Betty  Davis 

1980 

Brownlie 

Nymph  Fly 

1968 

1897 

Dates 

Autumn  Honey 

1981 

4462 

Groeneman 

Parisiene 

19?? 

Fredette 

Black  Friar 

1974 

Dates 

Pay  Dirt 

1982 

4988 

Tracey 

Calico  Wasp 

1969 

Dates 

Peach  Charm 

1982 

4929 

Eyerdom 

Carnival 

1960 

1967 

Tlnari 

Peacock 

19?? 

Dates 

Celery 

1974 

Dates 

Pink  Endive 

19?? 

Baker 

Charleen 

1980 

Utz 

Pink  Fly 

1974 

Dates 

Chris 

1980 

M.  Maas 

Pink  N’Ink 

1977 

3174 

Lyon 

Chris  Leppard 

1981 

4635 

M.  Maas 

Pink  Wasp 

19?? 

Dates 

Coral  Skies 

1980 

?? 

Raspberry  Revel 

1959 

1108 

Everglad 

Daintiness 

1980 

3904 

Fischer 

Red  Pigmy  or  Pygmy 

197? 

C.  Rector 

Disco  Dazzler 

1980 

3909 

Lyon 

Red  Sunset  Star 

1982 

4727 

Tlnari 

Elegance 

198? 

Lyon 

Redwood  City 

1975 

3865 

Khoe 

Emilie  Savage 

1983 

5443 

Eyerdom 

Royal  Hussy 

198? 

Fredette 

Firebrand 

1982 

4926 

Eyerdom 

Royal  Wasp 

1973 

Dates 

Fisherman’s  Paradise 

1982 

4843 

Sisk 

Ruffled  Red 

1975 

2679 

M.  Maas 

Frosty  Trail 

1980 

3912 

Lyon 

San  Francisco  Wasp 

19?? 

Dates 

Georgette 

197? 

Fredette 

September  Affair 

1981 

4467 

Groeneman 

|ulie  Marie 

1980 

Beck 

Show  Biz 

19?? 

Baker 

Kaneland  Beauty 

1969 

1973 

Dates 

Silver  Brocade 

1985 

6102 

Kolb 

Knight  Light  Wasp 

197? 

Dates 

Skippy 

197? 

Nichols 

Little  Buckaroo 

19?? 

Lyon 

Snow  Wasp 

1971 

Dates 

Loverly  Wasp 

197? 

Dates 

Spearmint 

19?? 

Baker 

Lullaby 

1967 

1733 

Eyerdom 

Spootnik 

1964 

1498 

Dates 

Lullabye 

1963 

Arndt 

Strawberry  Ice 

1983 

Whitaker 

Lunar  Lily 

1970 

Dates 

Sundown 

1979 

3598 

Utz 

Maas  Janet 

1981 

4633 

M.  Maas 

Sunset  Trail 

1979 

3715 

Khoe 

Marian  Star 

1971 

Dates 

Tgre 

1980 

3982 

Tracey 

Masquerade 

1982 

4920 

Nadeau 

Timothy 

197? 

Fisher 

Melodie  Laura 

19?? 

Sunnyside 

Twice  Pink 

1980 

4131 

Lloyd 

Monaco 

1976 

2867 

Eyerdom 

Verna  Lynn 

198? 

Fredette 

Mountain  Mist 

197? 

Lyon 

Wham  Bang 

19?? 

Dates 

My  Desire 

1976 

3782 

Eyerdom 

Will-O-The-Wasp 

19?? 

Dates 

Nebula 

1981 

4660 

Crouchet 

Winter  Gold 

1969 

1982 

Kolb 
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Attention: 

AVSA  Affiliate  Clubs 

Ten  Ways  To  Make  Your 
Club  Grow 

by  Joyce  Stork 


1.  Attend  meetings  regularly  and  offer  to  drive  for 
elderly  and  new  members.  A  carpool  is  fun. 

2.  Adjust  meeting  time,  so  that  members  can  arrive  in 
time.  Leave  several  easily  accessible  seats  for 
members  who  must  come  late  “•  make  them  glad 
they  got  there! 

3.  Remember  to  adjust  scheduled  meetings  around 
difficult  seasonal  weather  conditions.  Don’t  be 
afraid  to  cancel  if  it  is  dangerous  for  members  to  go 
out  (but  call  everyone!) 

4.  Officers  -  listen  and  adjust  when  members  voice 
complaints.  Don’t  take  complaints  personally. 

5.  Allow  members  to  do  tasks  that  suit  their  skills. 
Compliment  their  work  and  offer  help  when  they 
need  it.  They’ll  soon  learn  that  it  is  fun  to  accept 
responsibility  in  your  club. 

6.  Make  committee  meetings  comfortable  and  fun. 
Appoint  persons  who  really  care  about  that 
committee’s  work.  If  nobody  cares,  cancel  the 
committee. 

7.  Encourage  members  to  express  their  opinions  and 


allow  them  privacy  (eg.  surveys  or  personal  phone 
calls)  for  their  responses.  Remember  some  mem¬ 
bers  may  be  very  embarrassed  speaking  in  front  of 
people,  and  others  with  strong  opinions  may  be 
afraid  of  hurting  feelings. 

8.  Before  coming  to  a  meeting  for  a  decision,  discuss 
in  committee,  in  newsletters,  and  by  phone  any 
controversial  items  or  issues  that  greatly  affect 
members.  Members  who  feel  strongly  will  be 
prepared  to  discuss  and  vote  without  feeling 
“steam-rolled”. 

9.  Remember  that  some  members  will  be  more  active 
participants  and  some  less.  Tty  to  avoid  thinking 
that  activity  equals  value.  Quiet  contentment  from 
a  member  can  also  be  a  great  asset  to  the  club.  Try 
to  know  members  personally  and  appreciate  their 
uniqueness. 

10.  Make  it  easy  and  convenient  to  pay  dues.  Remind 
busy  members  who  forget.  Allow  members  to 
resign  from  the  club  gracefully,  but  find  out  what 
could  have  been  done  to  keep  them. 


Marilyn  Goldstein 
2855  Gayle  Ln. 
Auburn,  CA  95602 

km  MOST  WANTED  LIST 

Barbara  Elkin 

2855  Gayle  Ln. 
Auburn,  CA  95602 

Athena 

Fisher’s  Ann  Marie 

Roundabout 

Bakers  Hot  Lips 

Gala 

Seagull 

Blue  Mascara 

Holly  Go  Lightly 

Snow  Queen 

Bubblin’  Over 

Martian  or(The  Martian) 

White  Pride  Supreme 

Charleen 

Raspberry  Glitter 

Window  Blue 

Double  Seafoam 
Emperor  Wilhelm 

Rhapsodic  GiGi 

Rose  Triumph 

Zippy  (Baker) 
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African  Violets  Visit 
Silver  Dollar  City 

Ethel  Campbell,  President  •  Springfield  Chapter  of  AVSA  •  Rogersville,  MO 


Branson,  Missouri’s  Silver  Dollar  City  Theme  Park 
invited  area  garden  clubs  to  participate  in  a  flower 
planting  competition  being  staged  in  window  boxes  on 
buildings  throughout  the  park.  The  theme  was  “Spring 
Wedding.”  Our  club,  the  Springfield  Chapter  of  AVSA, 
Inc.,  wondered  if  the  African  violet  was  appropriate  to 
include  in  such  an  outdoor  setting.  The  window  boxes 
were  to  be  planted  in  April  and  would  be  maintained 
throughout  the  entire  season.  The  plantings  were 
required  to  withstand  weather  conditions  which  are 
“predictably  unpredictable”  in  Missouri. 

An  enthusiastic  committee  was  appointed  to  the 
project.  Bonnie  Bailey,  Helen  and  Paul  Bellinger,  Ethel 
and  Charles  Campbell,  and  Hazel  Hutchison  accepted  the 
challenge. 

They  requested  window  boxes  most  ideally  suited  for 
African  violets,  and  were  directed  to  a  shady  location 
which  protected  the  plants  from  direct  sunlight.  The 
occupants  of  the  building  were  especially  delighted  with 
the  beautiful  African  violet  plants,  and  were  eager  to 
learn  more  about  the  plants  and  their  care. 

African  violet  plants  with  beautiful  blooms  were 
arranged  with  other  green  growing  plants  in  a  pleasing 
garden  design.  When  judging  was  completed,  Springfield 
Chapter  of  AVSA,  Inc.  received  the  Second  Place  cash 
award.  Our  African  violets  had  successfully  competed 
with  other  types  of  plants,  traditionally  better  suited  for 
a  window  box  display. 

Now,  we  were  quite  anxious  to  follow  the  long-term 
success  of  the  project. 

On  every  visit  to  the  park,  we  found  the  plants  not 
only  surviving  wind,  rain,  heat,  cold,  thunderstorms, 
and  people,  but  continuing  to  produce  beautiful 
blossoms.  When  we  made  our  last  visit  in  October, 
we  acknowledged  the  success  of  the  project.  It  had 
surpassed  our  expectations. 


2nd  Place  Award 
Window  Box  Display 
Silver  Dollar  City 


Branson,  MO 
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Desperate  Measures 

Marian  G.  Young 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT 


Since  the  violet  craze  struck  me,  I  have  been  fortu¬ 
nate  (and  truth  to  tell  a  trifle  smug)  in  avoiding  the 
various  scourges  that  may  afflict  violets. 

At  the  beginning  of  my  violet  addiction,  the  major 
pest  was  my  own  awkwardness  during  repotting  and 
grooming.  At  one  point  I  had  an  almost  picture  perfect 
Yuri.  The  operative  word  is  almost.  Inexpert  attempts  to 
improve  its  symmetry  resulted  in  a  poor,  mutilated  plant. 
With  more  experience  in  handling  violets,  my  awkward¬ 
ness  diminished,  and  my  plants  flourished. 

All  was  going  well.  The  plants  were  beautiful.  So  -  did 
I  let  well  enough  alone?  Of  course  not.  I  adopted  a  cat. 

With  good  cause  my  violets  paled  at  the  approach  of 
this  cat.  Bonnie  seemed  to  view  the  violets  as  her  own 
personal  snack  bar.  Bonnie  bit  chunks  from  the  edges  of 
leaves,  perforated  leaves,  and  occasionally  even  ate  half 
a  leaf  -  presumably  one  she  found  to  her  liking.  But  all 
this  was  not  enough;  Bonnie  also  liked  to  eat  the 
flowers. 

I  reread  all  AV  articles  on  pests  hoping  someone  had 
mentioned  problems  with  cats.  I  found  no  help,  no 
recommendations,  no  hints. 

I  consulted  the  veterinarian.  He  laughed.  I  do  not 
need  to  tell  you  that  this  was  not  funny  to  me. 

I  read  books  about  training  cats.  One  recommended 
using  a  spray  bottle  full  of  water  to  discourage  or  correct 
undesirable  behaviors.  Well,  Bonnie  took  one  spray  from 
that  bottle,  and  it  did  change  her  behavior.  No,  it  did  not 
stop  her  predation  on  violets.  It  taught  her  that  the  only 
time  she  needed  to  stop  what  she  was  doing  was  when  I 
picked  up  the  spray  bottle.  At  that  point  she  would  run 
and  hide.  She  continued  to  chew  my  violets  when  I  was 
not  looking. 

I  asked  other  people  who  had  cats.  No  help.  Finally,  I 
mentioned  this  problem  in  a  pet  store.  The  clerk  had  a 
suggestion.  There  are  foil  trays  containing  vermiculite 
and  grass  seed  which,  when  watered,  produce  lovely, 
fresh,  green  grass.  If  the  cat  was  craving  greens,  this 
might  prove  an  alternative  to  violets. 

Bonnie  does  not  like  grass.  I  found  catnip  seed  and 
grew  great  amounts  of  the  herb  expecting  to  entice 
Bonnie  from  my  violets.  Bonnie  does  not  like  catnip. 

Meanwhile,  during  these  experiments,  the  plant  stand 


was  shut  into  a  closed  room.  It  took  all  my  cunning  to 
keep  Bonnie  from  dashing  into  the  room  when  I  opened 
the  door  to  leave  after  tending  my  violets. 

Back  at  the  pet  store  I  mentioned  my  lack  of  success 
with  either  grass  or  catnip.  Another  clerk  told  me  there 
were  sprays  to  apply  to  the  leaves  of  plants  which 
would  discourage  animals  from  contact  with  them.  By 
this  time  I  was  desperate;  I  had  to  try  this.  It  worked. 
(The  name  of  the  product  is:  OUTRIGHT  HABIT 
BREAKER)  At  last  I  could  once  again  enjoy  the  violets 
in  an  open  area  of  my  apartment. 

As  my  plants  come  into  full  bloom,  I  put  the  most 
spectacular  ones  into  the  living  room  under  special  AV 
table  lamps.  Bonnie  had  not  shown  any  particular 
interest  in  these  display  plants.  But  one  morning  I  found 
Mighty  Fine  completely  decapitated.  Where  the  night 
before  there  had  been  a  lovely  head  of  bloom,  only  bare 
peduncles  stood.  In  addition,  on  the  other  table,  my 
beautiful  Favorite  Child  had  been  nibbled.  Why  Bonnie 
ate  all  the  flowers  off  Mighty  Fine  and  only  nibbled 
Favorite  Child  remains  a  mystery.  Perhaps  she  had 
satisfied  her  urge  to  snack  when  she  finished  Mighty 
Fine.  I  do  not  know,  of  course,  but  I  do  wonder  if  she 
went  after  these  plants  because  I  frustrated  her  snacking 
on  the  others  by  using  the  spray. 

Back  I  went  to  the  experts.  Again  I  read  cat  training 
books.  One  suggested  piling  empty  cans  on  the  edges  of 
counters,  tables,  or  cabinets.  The  idea  was  that  the.  cat 
could  dislodge  cans  when  and  if  she  tried  to  jump  up; 
this  would  frighten  the  cat;  therefore  she  would  not 
jump  up  again. 

So  I  put  empty  soda  cans  around  the  edges  of  the 
living  room  tables.  The  cans  seem  to  provide  some  sort 
of  visual  barrier  to  Bonnie.  The  cans  have  never  been 
disturbed,  and  the  violets  have  kept  their  lovely 
blossoms. 

Unfortunately,  this  is  an  ugly  solution.  I  tell  guests 
that  my  tables  are  modern  art.  They  represent  the 
beauties  of  nature  surrounded  by  the  emptiness  of 
materialism. 

But,  I  wonder,  must  I  continue  to  have  tables 
festooned  with  empty  soda  cans  in  order  to  have  both 
my  pet  and  my  violets? 
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AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Anne  Jantzen,  Chairman  •2725  Katrina  Way  •  Mountain  View,  CA  94040 


OCTOBER,  1994 

Contributions  from  October  1  -  October  31 


Diablo  Valley  AV  Growers,  CA 

$  25.00 

Karen  Williams,  PA 

10.00 

Janet  Hamma,  CA 

5.00 

New  Jersey  Council  of  AV  Judges 

In  memory  of  Barbara  Howell, 

“E”  Hansen,  and  Antoinette  Rogan 

50.00 

Sweet  Water  AVS,  NY 

10.00 

San  Marcos  AVS,  TX 

25.00 

Mary  Boland,  VA 

In  memory  of  Hugh  Mackey 

In  memory  of  Howard  Burns 

In  memory  of  “E”  Hansen 

In  memory  of  Laurene  Jones’  mother 
“Thank  you"  to  Kay  Lyons,  PA 

75.00 

First  Nighter  AVS,  TX 

In  memory  of  Evelyn  Pruitt, 
mother  of  Yvonne  Acree 

25.00 

Total: 

$225.00 

Total  all  donations:  $89,175.25 


NOVEMBER,  1994 

Contributions  from  November  1  -  November  30 


Bergen  County  AVS,  N]  $  25.00 

Bergen  County  AVS,  NJ  25.00 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s  fee  to  Janet  Riemer 
Richard  Nicholas,  IN  25.00 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s  fee  from 
Barrington  Bloomers  AVS,  IL 
B.  D.  Taswell-Miller,  OK  10.00 

AVS  of  Philadelphia  50.00 

In  memory  of  Elizabeth  Hansen 


Mary  Alice  Barta,  TX  20.00 

In  memory  of  Wilbur  Carpenter, 
father  of  Craig 

Mary  Alice  Barta,  TX  20.00 

In  memory  of  Evelyn  Pruitt, 
mother  of  Yvonne  Acree 

Mary  Alice  Barta,  TX  20.00 

In  memory  of  Octavia  Foster, 
mother  of  Bill 

Jackie  Jones,  lA  10.00 

In  memory  of  Jimmy  Dates 

First  AVS  of  Dallas  25.00 

In  memory  of  Evelyn  Pruitt, 
mother  of  Yvonne  Acree 

First  Nighter  AVS  of  Dallas  25.00 

In  memory  of  B.M.  Pickard, 
father  of  Bonnie  McElhannon 

AVS  of  Dayton,  OH  25.00 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s  fee  to  Paula  Duncan 

'IKstate  AVC,  NJ  5.00 

In  lieu  of  Judge’s  expenses 
to  Lois  Buschke 

The  Tidewater  AVS,  VA  25.00 

In  memory  of  John  H.  Fay, 
father  of  Carol  Van 

Baja  Oregon  Bloomers,  CA  5.00 

Total:  $315.00 

Total  all  contributions:  $89,490.25 

CORRECTION: 

September  Contributions 

Delaware  AVS  10.00 

In  memory  of  Howard  Burns 
husband  of  Marie 


AVSA  Booster  Fund 

Ruth  Warren  •  RO.  Box  3664  •  Fall  River,  MA  02722 


San  Marcos  AVS  $  10.00 

Sweet  Water  AVS  1 0.00 

Georgene  Albrecht  (Memory  of  Hugh  Mackey  20.00 

and  Howard  Burns) 

Moby  Dick  AVS  (Memory  of  Harlan  Montgomery)  25.00 
Diablo  Valley  AVG  25.00 

Judith  Barnett  25.00 

Columbus  AVS  25.00 

Northern  CA  Council  of  AVS  25.00 

Bay  State  Judges  Council  (Memory  of  25.00 

Harlan  Montgomery) 


Mary  W.  Beall  (Memory  of  Dr.  Major  Rhodes)  50.00 
AVS  of  the  East  Bay  Inc.  500.00 

RMAVC  Convention  Denver  1994  500.00 

Robert  Johnson  10.00 

AVS  of  Kentuckiana  1 0.00 

Lesley  Peters  25.00 

Baja  Oregon  Bloomers  5.00 

Correction  from  previous  AVM 
Tri  State  AVD  (Memory  of  Antoinette  Rogan)  25.00 
(Memory  of  Barbara  Howells)  25.00 
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Our  Members  Are  Winners! 

At  the  1994  AVSA  Convention 
Show  in  Denver,  Section  XV 
(Affiliate  Publications) ,  the  winners 
were  all  from  Florida.  In  Class  70, 

Yearbooks,  the  Best  Entry  was 
submitted  by  Patti  Schwindt,  left, 
yearbook  editor  for  Central  Florida 
AVS  of  Orlando.  The  Best  Magazine, 

The  Dixie  News,  edited  by  Mary 
Lou  Harden,  center,  for  the  Dixie 
AVS  was  the  winner  in  Class  72. 

The  Florida  Connection,  newsletter 
of  the  AV  Council  of  Florida,  edited 
by  Carol  Schreck,  right,  was 
chosen  as  the  best  entry  in  Class 
71.  All  three  ladies  are  members  of 
the  AV  Council  of  Florida. 


Major  Award  Winners  from  the 
1994  California  State  Convention 
in  Sunnyvale,  CA.  Left  to  right: 

Al  Cornibe,  Cathy  Cornibe, 

Heather  Morgan,  Mae  Mendes. 


Dorothy  Kosowsky 

with  Mindi’s  Tears. 
Best  in  Show,  September,  1994, 
Southern  California  Council  Show. 
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Pueblo 

New  Introduction 

Kent’s  Flowers 
Commercial 
Display  'foble 
1994  AVSA 
National  Show 

Hybridizer: 

Kent  Stork 

Photo  Credit: 

Joel  Silverman 


Of  Interest  to  Our  Affiliate  Clubs: 

The  Perils  of  a  PubUc  Speaker 

by  Linda  Weltner 


HAVE  A  HORROR  STORY  FOR  YOU. 

Our  heroine  leaves  her  house,  having  been 
asked  to  address  a  civic  group.  Somewhere  an 
audience  awaits  her,  but  she  can’t  seem  to  get 
there.  The  directions  in  her  hand  are  impos¬ 
sible  to  read  while  driving.  On  a  lighted  stretch 
of  road,  she  is  peering  at  the  paper  when 
suddenly  her  car  slams  into  the  car  in  front  of 
her  and  her  hood  folds  like  a  paper  fan.  Lucki¬ 
ly,  she  was  only  traveling  at  1 0  miles  an  hour. 

The  other  car  is  unscratched.  The  wind¬ 
shield,  inexplicably,  has  shattered.  After  a  10- 
minute  discussion  with  the  other  driver,  the 
woman  proceeds  to  the  proper  location, 
shaken  but  unharmed.  Unfortunately,  she 
cannot  find  a  parking  space.  Ending  up  on  an 
obscure  side  street,  she  lugs  a  box  of  books  as 
well  as  various  audio-visual  aids  several 
blocks  in  the  rain.  By  the  time  she  reaches  the 
building,  her  feet  are  wet  and  her  hair  is 
plastered  to  her  head. 

The  place  seems  deserted.  The  front  door  is 
locked.  She  circles  the  building,  her  high  heels 
sinking  into  the  mud,  until  she  finds  a  side 
door  known  to  every  member  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  but  her. 

Safe  at  last?  Not  yet.  Her  contact  person  is 
fully  occupied  and  unable  to  greet  her,  so  she’s 
forced  to  track  her  down.  Her  eyes  sweep  the 
room,  searching  for  the  busiest  woman  there. 
Oh-oh,  the  program  chairwoman  has  a  million 
responsibilities.  She  brings  our  speaker  to  an 
empty  table  where  she  sits  alone  until  she  gets 
up  the  nerve  to  join  a  group  of  women  who 
have  no  idea  who  she  is.  She  never  does 
introduce  herself. 

Finally,  the  program  begins.  The  micro¬ 
phone  isn’t  working.  No  one’s  remembered  to 
get  a  podium  so  the  speaker  builds  her  own 
out  of  cartons  from  a  janitor’s  closet.  No  one’s 
thought  to  coordinate  her  talk  with  the  food 
service  so  she  makes  herself  heard  over 
requests  for  cream  and  sugar.  The  tables  are 
cleared  as  she  makes  her  main  point.  A 
waitress  removes  the  skirt  from  the  head  table 
while  she’s  still  standing  behind  it,  making  her 
most  crucial  point. 

The  meeting  runs  late.  Huge  chunks  of  the 
audience  stand  up  and  walk  out  before  she's 
finished.  No  one’s  warned  her  that  young 
mothers  have  to  be  home  before  10  to  relieve 
school- night  baby  sitters.  Finally  the  evening 
ends.  She’s  ready  to  leave,  but  the  woman 
who  took  her  coat  has  gone  home.  It  takes 
another  20  minutes  to  find  the  coat  draped 
over  a  chair  in  the  rabbi’s  office. 


Our  heroine  has  trouble  following  the 
directions  in  reverse.  She’s  concentrating  so 
intently  on  street  signs  that  she  fails  to  notice 
that  she  goes  through  a  red  light  at  a  deserted 
intersection.  The  policewoman  who  stops  her 
discovers,  as  does  she,  that  her  license  has 
expired  and  at  midnight  she  finds  herself  at  the 
Natick  police  station. 

“Will  you  come  get  me?”  she  asks  her  grog¬ 
gy  mate  over  the  phone.  “Fm  sort  of  under 
arrest.”  She’s  home,  without  her  car,  by  2  a.m. 

I’m  not  making  this  up.  Over  the  past  13 
years,  every  one  of  these  things  has  happened 
to  me,  though  not  all  in  the  same  night, 
thankfully.  As  a  result  I’ve  made  up  a  list  of 
guidelines  1  call  “A  Speaker’s  Wish  List,”  for  all 
those  program  organizers  who  want  to  keep 
their  speakers  happy. 

It  goes  like  this: 

1 .  Send  written  confirmation  with  all  perti¬ 
nent  information  and  call  to  confirm  a  few 
days  before  the  date. 

2.  Send  clear  directions,  with  each  crucial 
turnoff  on  a  separate  line.  Estimate  distances 
accurately,  and  double-check  the  exit  numbers. 

3.  Your  guest  will  greatly  appreciate 
receiving  publicity  fliers,  press  releases  and 
articles  from  local  newspapers. 

4.  If  possible,  reserve  a  parking  space  near 
the  entrance. 

5.  Have  someone  at  the  door,  watching  for 
the  speaker  to  arrive.  She  may  need  help  car¬ 
rying  things  into  the  building. 

6.  If  the  contact  person  has  many  responsi¬ 
bilities,  arrange  for  a  companion  who  can  help 
your  guest  feel  comfortable  during  social  hour. 
Assign  a  gregarious  soul  to  make  introductions 
and  ease  conversation. 

7.  Make  sure  there’s  a  podium  or  any 
audio-visual  aid  requested.  Test  the  micro¬ 
phone  before  the  event  begins. 

8.  Though  some  speakers  may  prefer  to 
show  up  just  before  their  talk,  if  a  meal  is 
planned,  invite  your  guest  to  join  you.  Arrange 
for  the  wait  staff  to  finish  serving  before  the 
talk  begins  and  to  put  off  clearing  tables  until 
it’s  over. 

9.  Keep  an  eye  on  the  time  so  that  the 
speaker  isn’t  still  talking  when  young  mothers 
have  to  leave  to  relieve  their  baby  sitters. 

10.  Know  that  this  speaker  will  be  forever 
grateful  for  the  wonderful  welcome  you  gave  her. 

A  reprint from  the  Boston  Globe 
by  permission  of  the  author 
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Terrific  Terrariums 

By  Joyce  Stenger 
Houston,  TX 


The  first  recorded  terrarium  came  about  by  accident. 
In  1830,  an  English  entomologist  named  Dr.  Ward 
wanted  to  observe  the  development  of  the  hawk  moth. 
He  buried  a  cocoon  in  some  moist  soil  in  a  bottle  and 
sealed  it.  A  few  days  later,  seedling  ferns  spontaneously 
sprouted.  He  left  the  bottle  undisturbed  for  nearly  four 
years.  A  miniature  greenhouse  developed  and  the  public 
liked  the  idea,  so  “wardian”  cases  became  popular. 

Terrarium  is  a  transparent  container  with  a  cover  and 
growing  plants.  In  competition,  no  dried  or  cut  plant 
material  is  permitted.  All  plants  must  be  actually  planted 
and  not  extend  beyond  the  top  opening.  Clear  glass 
makes  the  best  container.  Everything  should  be 
sterilized  or  washed  with  soap  and  well  rinsed,  including 
rocks.  Allow  six  months  to  fill  in  completely. 

Items  to  obtain: 

Container:  Fish  tank/bowl,  large  snifter,  or  big-mouth 
jar. 

Plants:  Any  that  require  medium  to  low  light.  Ajuga, 
ivy,  fittonia,  begonia,  episcia,  ficus,  fern,  streps.  Field 
moss,  fungi,  baby  tears,  or  sphagnum  moss  can  be 
used  as  groundcover. 

Soil:  Two  parts  potting  soil  sterilized,  one  part  peat  moss 
(decomposed  moss),  one  part  perlite  (expanded 
volcanic  rock),  one  part  clean  sand  (not  salt-water 
sand),  and  one  part  horticultural  charcoal  (adds 
sweetness).  Pebbles,  chat,  grit,  or  very  coarse  sand 
can  be  used.  Do  not  use  calciferous  rocks;  these  are 
too  alkaline.) 

Separator:  Nylon  stockings  or  window  screening. 


Procedure:  Clean  container  until  squeaky  with  vinegar 
rinse.  Line  container  with  moss,  right  side  out.  Put  in 
1/2  to  1  inch  drainage  material.  Put  in  separator  but 
do  not  touch  sides.  Add  moist  soil  over  separator. 
Create  hills,  valleys,  and  paths  (no  flat  spots). 
Remove  plants  from  pots  and  spray  with  Raid  House 
&  Garden.  Place  plants  interestingly,  with  big  ones  in 
back.  Place  ground  cover.  It  will  spread.  Water  plants 
at  base  but  do  not  drench.  Tamp  plants  to  make 
connection  and  allow  space  for  violet.  Place 
accessories  but  keep  them  small.  Clean  glass, 
removing  all  specks,  and  cover.  Write  names  of  all 
material  used  on  a  card.  Place  container  near  light  but 
not  in  direct  sun.  Put  violet  in  one  month  before  show 
and  add  its  name  to  the  card. 

MAINTENANCE:  Occasionally  remove  lid  if  moisture 
builds.  Water  very  infrequently,  maybe  once  a  month. 

ACCESSORIES:  Brick  chips,  lava,  wood,  stones,  slate,  ^ 
figurines. 


Reprinted  with  permission  from  the  Sept./Oct.  1994 
issue  of  the  Lone  Star  African  Violet  Council  newsletter. 


Terrarium  Blue  Ribbon  Winner  Exhibited  By: 
Jane  Rexilius  -  Lone  Star  AV  Council  Show  1994 
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In  Experience 


Lola  Rossi  •  San  Mateo,  CA 


I  have  been  growing  African  violets 
for  about  thirty  years,  and  though  I 
don’t  grow  show-quality  plants, 
(because  1  could  not  afford  the  electricity  required  in  this 
area  of  the  country  to  run  a  lighted  set-up),  I  do  grow 
some  lovely  specimens.  I  would  like  to  share  some  of 
my  experiences  with  you,  and  what  I  have  learned  -  the 
hard  way  -  about  raising  healthy,  pretty  plants. 

When  I  was  twenty  five,  an  elderly  neighbor,  with  the 
best  of  intentions,  gave  me  my  first  two  violets.  These 
were  healthy,  mature  plants  and  came  to  me  with  no 
instructions.  Somewhere,  I  had  read  that  these  creatures 
required  a  little  water  every  day  and  that  if  you  gave 
them  a  lot  of  light,  they  would  bloom  for  you.  I  carefully 
placed  them  on  a  wide  window  sill  facing  the  full 
western  afternoon  sun,  and  gave  them  a  little  cold  water 
each  and  every  day.  Needless  to  say,  in  a  month  or  less  I 
had  to  discard  them.  A  few  years  later,  1  read  some 
articles  on  growing  African  violets  and  then  realized 
what  I  had  been  doing  wrong.  Eventually,  I  tried  again, 
with  a  little  success.  I  had  healthy  green  plants,  but  not 
much  in  the  way  of  blooms,  despite  regular  fertilizing. 
Around  this  time  we  moved  to  a  home  with  a  lot  of 
windows  and  even  those  with  a  western  exposure  had 
shadow  curtains,  so  my  violet  collection  expanded. 
Wrought  iron  stands  were  added  to  the  house  to  hold 
my  ever-growing  collection. 

By  then,  I  had  learned  that  you  should  give  babies 
grow  food,  and  then  switch  to  bloom  food,  preferably 
designed  for  African  violets.  My  plants  began  to  bloom 
heavily,  but  the  leaves  were  getting  brittle  and  kind  of 
“scrunched  up”  in  the  middle.  Fortunately,  by  this  time  1 
had  become  a  member  of  the  African  Violet  Society,  and 
from  some  articles  I  had  read,  I  was  sure  I  had  mites.  I 
was  so  upset  I  hardly  knew  what  to  do.  My  collection 
had  gotten  pretty  large  and  I  hated  the  thought  of 
throwing  them  all  out  and  starting  over. 

Then,  my  next  issue  of  the  AVM  arrived,  and  as  I 
read  an  article  about  the  proper  ph  of  soil  used  for 
violets,  and  the  results  of  over-fertilizing,  I  realized  that 
the  condition  described  closely  matched  what  was 
happening  to  my  violets.  The  author  stressed  that  if  you 
fertilize  with  bloom  food  on  a  regular  basis,  you  should 
add  a  drop  or  two  of  vinegar  to  your  water.  If  the  soil 
was  not  acid  enough,  the  plants  could  not  utilize  the 
food  given  and  would  soon  look  like  mine.  1  immediately 
tried  the  remedy  and  within  two  weeks  could  see  the 
difference  in  my  plants. 

I  have  been  very  fortunate  over  the  years  in  not 
experiencing  some  of  the  awful  diseases  and  bugs 
described  in  many  AVM  articles.  Once,  I  did  have  mealy 


bugs,  and  not  caring  for  sprays,  I  tried  a  method  I  had 
read  about  to  get  rid  of  the  pests.  I  placed  pieces  of  kitty 
flea  collars  at  the  feet  of  the  plants  and  the  mealy  bugs 
were  gone  in  short  order.  To  this  day,  about  every  six 
months  or  so,  I  buy  a  new  flea  collar  or  two,  cut  them 
up  into  small  pieces  and  place  in  the  different  areas  of 
the  house  where  violets  are  grown.  I  often  bring  large 
bouquets  of  spring  flowers  into  the  house  and  some¬ 
times  one  or  two  violets  in  the  room  where  I  display  the 
fresh  flowers  will  get  aphids.  A  fresh  batch  of  kitty  flea 
collar  promptly  takes  care  of  that  problem! 

I  also  sterilize  all  of  my  soil.  (I  prefer  to  make  my  own 
mix.)  I  do  this  by  placing  my  soil  mixture,  which  is 
heavy  on  peat  moss,  in  a  large  cake  pan  and  place  it  in 
the  oven  at  300  degrees  for  about  fifteen  minutes.  One 
problem  I  had  a  few  years  ago  with  my  soil,  came  about 
because  I  did  not  realize  that  if  you  reuse  soil  it  can 
become  too  acid.  1  would  resterilize  and  use  the  soils 
more  than  once.  My  plants  were  not  sick,  but  they  were 
not  doing  well,  either.  Again,  I  read  an  article  in  the  AVM 
and  realized  that  I  was  causing  the  problem.  As  soon  as 
I  changed  my  ways,  the  plants  started  doing  well. 

One  of  the  best  fertilizers  I  have  found  for  lustrous, 
gorgeous,  healthy  leaves  and  growth  is  Fish  Emulsion. 
Even  when  I  have  mature  plants  that  I  want  to  bloom,  I 
give  them  a  drink  of  Fish  Emulsion  once  a  month  to 
maintain  beautiful  leaves. 

Occasionally,  I  will  purchase  a  lovely,  new  plant  from 
either  my  local  garden  center  or  from  the  super  market.  I 
take  care  to  see  that  they  don’t  appear  to  have  bugs  on 
them.  On  arrival  at  home,  they  are  placed  in  isolation 
with  pieces  of  kitty  flea  collar  at  their  feet.  They  stay 
there  for  about  two  months  until  I  see  that  they  are  pest- 
free  before  1  mix  them  in  with  my  other  plants. 

One  of  my  favorite  types  of  containers  for  African 
violets  -  especially  the  semi-miniatures,  although  the 
standard  size  do  well  also  -  are  large  champagne 
glasses.  The  plants  look  so  beautiful  in  these  containers 
and  they  spread  out  their  leaves  just  beautifully,  and 
seem  to  get  more  light  from  the  clear  glass  containers. 

For  me,  growing  plants  has  become  what  I  call  an 
incurable  disease,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  grow  them 
until  I  am  very,  very  old.  I  have  not  stopped  learning 
how  to  grow  these  wonderful  African  violets,  and  have 
developed  green  thumbs  for  growing  things  out  of  doors, 
as  well.  My  personally-landscaped  front,  corner  garden 
is  a  “bit  of  heaven”  each  and  every  spring  season.  But 
starting  out,  I  think  every  indoor  and  outdoor  gardener 
will  have  a  few  failures.  That  is  how  you  learn.  I  have 
learned  quite  a  lot  of  valuable  things  from  thoroughly 
reading  my  African  Violet  Magazine. 
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Arapahoe 

Best  in  Class 
’94  AVSA  Denver  Convention 

Entered  by: 
Karen  &  Francis  Larson 

Hybridizer: 

Stork 


Tiger 

Best  in  Class 
’94  AVSA  Denver  Convention 

Entered  by: 

Jeanette  Keneman 

Hybridizer: 

Fredette 
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Rob  *s  Sticky 
Wicket 

Best  Semiminiature  Trailer 
*94  AVSA  Denver 
Convention 
Entered  by: 

Nelly  Levine 
Hybridizer: 

Robinson 


Tensie*s  Trail 

Best  of  the  Pittman  Collection 
’94  AVSA  Denver  Convention 

Entered  by: 

Bev  Promersberger 

Hybridizer: 

Pittman 
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Now  You  Have  TWo  Things 
To  Do  in  St.  Louis 

John  Wilson  •  Manassas,  VA 


The  first  is  obviously  to  attend  the  annual  AVSA 
convention.  The  second  is  to  tour  the  Missouri  Botanical 
Garden.  This  79  acre  garden  is  the  oldest  in  the  country 
and  is  a  National  Historic  Landmark.  I  was  lucky 
enough  to  recently  spend  four  (not  enough)  hours 
wandering  around  trying  to  take  it  all  in. 

I  started  out  with  a  quick  tour  through  the  Garden 
Gate  Shop.  This  is  a  well  stocked  shop  offering  all  types 
of  gifts,  souvenirs,  plants,  and  my  big  weakness,  the 


book  section.  I  spent  very  little  time  in  the  shop  since 
1  knew  time  was  short  and  wanted  to  see  as  much  as 
I  possibly  could. 

The  first  things  that  caught  my  eye  were  the  many 
landscape  designs  that  often  contained  two  or  three 
different  plants  that  contrast  just  right.  I  picked  up  many 
ideas  I  plan  to  incorporate  in  my  own  gardens. 

The  garden  has  many  theme  gardens.  Azaleas,  bulbs, 
rock  gardens,  daylilys,  and  scented  gardens  were  some 


The  largest  traditional  Japanese  Garden  in  North  America  is  one  of  the  attractions 
at  the  Missouri  Botanical  Garden  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
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I  spotted.  Due  to  open  next  year  is  a  new  exhibit  of 
gardens  that  will  have  a  theme  of  home  demonstration 
gardens.  There  is  also  a  garden  of  5,000  roses  that 
includes  a  test  site  for  the  All-American  rose  selections. 
You  can  see  future  All-American  rose  selections  growing 
and  get  a  look  at  what  will  be  on  the  market  in  the 
future. 

I  have  a  special  love  of  dwarf  conifers  and  evergreens 
in  general.  The  gardens  have  many  different  plantings 
to  keep  me  happy.  In  particular  is  the  14  acre  lapanese 
Garden.  It  contains  a  huge  pond,  waterfalls,  and  an 
island  or  two.  Everything  is  constantly  changing  as  you 
walk  around  and  see  things  from  a  different  perspective. 
They  proudly  say  this  is  the  finest  lapanese  garden 
outside  of  lapan.  It  definitely  rates  some  of  your  time  in 
St.  Louis. 

A  highlight  of  the  gardens  is  the  world’s  first  geodesic 
dome  greenhouse,  called  the  CLIMATRON.  It  duplicates  a 


tropical  rainforest  and  contains  all  types  of  vegetation, 
including  orchids.  Cliffs,  water,  and  waterfalls  all  make  a 
very  beautiful  setting. 

I  should  not  forget  the  many  beautiful  sculptures  and 
fountains  throughout  the  garden.  The  many  uses  of 
water  in  the  gardens  make  even  a  warm  day  seem  much 
cooler. 

We  will  be  able  to  visit  the  gardens  when  the  gardens 
are  in  their  full  spring  beauty.  Roses,  bulbs,  azaleas  and 
other  spring  flowering  plants  should  be  at  their  peak. 
Plan  on  spending  lots  of  time  in  the  gardens.  Time  will 
be  well  spent  and  very  enjoyable. 

A  couple  of  words  of  caution.  Bring  your  camera  with 
plenty  of  rolls  of  film.  You’ll  need  all  you  bring.  Be 
wary  of  the  bookstore.  It  is  very  well  stocked.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  not  buy  several  books.  I  made  it  out  after 
only  buying  three! 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck  •  P.O.  Box  38  •  Oreland,  PA  19075-0038 

20,  1994: 


Donations  received  from  September  20,  1994  -  November 


AV  Club  of  Greater  Atlanta,  Atlanta  GA  25.00 

In  memory  of  Hugh  Mackey 

june  and  Jack  Swift,  Dallas,  TX  10.00 

In  memory  of  Warren  Terral, 
our  brother-in-law 

Thousand  Oaks  AVS,  Thousand  Oaks,  CA  25.00 

In  lieu  of  a  speaking  fee  to  Lynn  Lombard 
Alpha  AVS,  Kemp,  TX  25.00 

In  lieu  of  a  speaking  fee  to  Dr.  Charles  L.  Cole 
Pomona  Valley  AVS,  Pomona,  CA  25.00 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Doris  Ashby 
Violets  &  Friends  AVC,  Dayton,  OH  10.00 

Hattiesburg  AVC,  Hattiesburg,  MS  15.00 

In  memory  of  Edith  McLeod 

Countryside  AVC,  Madison,  WI  100.00 

A  gift  for  research  because  our  club 
disbanded  in  June  1993 

Northern  California  Council  of  AVS  25.00 

The  Margaret  Scott  AVS,  Champaign,  IL  5.00 

AVS  of  Philadelphia,  Philadelphia,  PA  25.00 

In  lieu  of  a  speaking  fee  to  Libby  Behnke 
AVS  of  Montrose,  Montrose,  CA  25.00 

In  lieu  of  a  speaking  fee  to 
Mrs.  Theresa  C.  Carson 


The  Margaret  Scott  AV  Assn.,  Champaign,  IL  15.00 
In  memory  of  Lois  Adams 

Diablo  Valley  AV  Growers,  CA  25.00 

Columbus  AVS,  Columbus,  IL  10.00 

loyce  A.  Stenger,  Houston,  TX  10.00 

Sweet  Water  AVS,  Long  Island,  NY  10.00 

Tri-City  AVS,  Covington,  OH  10.00 

In  memory  of  Frances  Dorman 
Zest  of  the  West  AV,  Fort  Collins,  CO  50.00 

Mrs.  A.  O’Keeffe,  Wanganui,  New  Zealand  3.00 

James  E.  Evans,  Osowatomie,  KS  10.00 

Hi  Hopes  AVC,  St.  Louis,  MO  5.00 

Crosstown  AVC,  Madison,  WI  10.00 

In  memory  of  Charter  Member  Mary  Showers 
Bergen  County  AVS,  Hackensack,  NJ  25.00 

Four  Seasons  AVC,  Groves,  TX  20.00 

Milwaukee  AVS,  Milwaukee,  WI  15.00 

In  memory  of  Marie  Kitzinger, 
beloved  member  since  1952 

Evening  Bloomers  AVS,  Galesburg,  IL  25.00 

In  memory  of  Jimmy  Dates 

Memphis  AVS,  Memphis,  TN  25.00 

In  memory  of  Sue  Goff,  beloved  Life  Member 
Baja  Oregon  Bloomers,  Yreka,  CA  5.00 
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Observations  on  Breeding  a  Blue  Raspberry 
Edge  Flower  In  African  Violets 

Dr.  Jeff  Smith  •  Indiana  Academy  •  Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 


The  flower  pattern  trait  in  African  violets  that  is 
sometimes  referred  to  as  “raspberry  edge”  has  become 
increasingly  popular  in  recent  years.  Flowers  with  this 
trait  show  a  band  of  intense  color  on  the  edges  of  their 
petals.  In  some  instances,  there  is  also  a  scattering  of 
dots  of  dark  pigment  in  other  areas  of  the  flower,  with 
the  frequency  of  the  spots  increasing  toward  the  petal 
edges.  The  center  of  the  flower  is  a  pale  shade  of  the 
edge  color.  The  raspberry  edge  trait  has  been  around  for 
several  years.  Cultivars  such  as  ‘Glittersweet’  and 
‘Sparkle  Plenty’  were  some  of  the  earliest  plants  with 
this  trait.  A  fine  picture  of  the  new  raspberry  edged 
cultivar,  ‘International’,  was  featured  on  the  January 
1994  cover  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine.  This  trait  is 
also  known  in  other  plant  species,  for  example,  the  trait 
called  “plicata”  in  some  bearded  iris  varieties  (Kohlein, 
1981).  The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  report  on  some 
observations  on  the  inheritance  of  the  raspberry  edge 
trait  in  African  violets  and  the  possibility  of  breeding  a 
blue  flower  with  a  blue  raspberry  edge. 

Several  years  ago  I  raised  the  question  with  the  late 
Bill  Johnson  about  the  possibility  of  breeding  a  raspberry 
edge  trait  in  blue  flowers.  I’m  not  sure  what  crosses  Bill 
might  have  made  to  test  this  idea,  but  I’ve  always 
suspected  that  his  cultivars  ‘Grandmaster’  and  ‘Midnight 
Flame’  might  be  results  of  that  conversation.  Both 
cultivars  have  flowers  with  blue  centers,  but  have  a 
broad  raspberry  edge  in  red.  What  I  was  after  was 
a  plant  that  had  a  blue  flower  with  a  blue  raspberry 
edge. 

One  of  my  crosses  used  a  Bill  Johnson  seedling  with 
raspberry  edges  as  the  seed  parent.  This  plant  also  had 
geneva  edges  which  further  accented  the  raspberry  edge 
effect.  For  the  pollen  parent,  I  used  ‘Optimara  Manitoba’. 
All  of  the  FI  seedlings  from  this  cross  had  blue  flowers, 
indicating  that  the  ‘Optimara  Manitoba’  parent  was 
homozygous  dominant  for  blue  flower  color.  About  half 
of  the  seedlings  had  the  geneva  edge.  Originally,  none  of 
the  seedlings  appeared  to  have  inherited  the  raspberry 
edge  character.  Later  examination  suggested  that  several 
of  the  FI  seedlings  did  have  a  red  raspberry  edge,  but 


the  trait  was  somewhat  hidden  in  the  overall  blue  color 
pigment  of  the  flowers.  Only  in  one  case,  a  seedling  that 
was  later  named  ‘Tomorrow’s  Indigo’,  was  the  raspberry 
edge  easily  visible.  This  seedling  sometimes  fades  at  the 
very  edges  of  the  bloom  (geneva  edge  effect?)  giving  an 
interesting  visual  appearance  of  pink  edges  in  addition 
to  the  red  raspberry  on  blue  flowers.  None  of  the  FI 
seedlings,  however,  showed  a  blue  raspberry  edge  on  a 
blue  background. 

Three  of  the  best  seedlings  were  backcrossed  to  the 
original  raspberry  edged  seed  plant.  These  crosses  were 
expected  to  give  50%  blue  and  50%  non-blue  offspring. 
Since  two  of  the  three  FI  plants  also  had  the  raspberry 
edge  factor,  backcrossing  to  the  seed  parent  was 
expected  to  give  a  large  number  of  raspberry  edged 
offspring.  It  was  hoped  that  some  of  the  backcross 
offspring  would  have  the  blue  color  and  raspberry  edge 
in  blue. 

To  date,  none  of  the  offspring  from  any  of  the 
backcrosses  have  had  the  combination  of  blue  flower 
with  blue  raspberry  edges.  A  large  number  of  seedlings 
with  blue  flowers  and/or  raspberry  edges  was  obtained, 
but  the  raspberry  edge  was  always  in  red,  never  in  blue. 
From  this  result,  I  conclude  that  the  trait  for  raspberry 
edge  is  not  independent  of  the  gene  for  red  flower  color, 
but  that  the  two  traits  are  inherited  together. 

In  genetics,  this  type  of  inheritance  pattern  is  typical 
when  the  two  genes  in  question  are  “linked”  or  occur 
physically  on  the  same  chromosome.  Since  chromo¬ 
somes  are  the  packages  of  genes  that  are  passed  from 
one  generation  to  the  next,  genes  that  are  physically 
together  on  the  same  chromosome  are  inherited 
together,  not  independently  of  each  other.  If  the  genes 
for  red  color  and  raspberry  edges  were  not  linked,  the 
backcrosses  should  have  resulted  in  offspring  with  the 
desired  trait.  The  expected  outcome  of  blue  flowers  with 
blue  raspberry  edges  in  a  non-linked  case  was  estimated 
to  be  between  25-38%.  Obtaining  no  offspring  with  this 
combination  of  traits  in  any  of  the  backcrosses  is  strong 
evidence  that  the  gene  for  color  is  linked  to  the  gene  for 
raspberry  edge  pattern. 
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Linkage  of  two  traits  is  fairly  common  in  genetics. 
Since  the  actual  number  of  chromosomes  an  organism 
can  have  is  limited,  but  the  number  of  traits  is  large, 
many  traits  must  travel  together  on  the  same  chro¬ 
mosome  and  therefore  be  linked  together.  Actually,  in 
African  violets,  it’s  surprising  that  more  examples  of 
linkage  have  not  been  found  or  documented. 

In  contrast,  the  trait  for  geneva  edges  is  not  linked 
with  flower  color  or  raspberry  edges.  Seedlings  were 
obtained  in  all  combinations  of  blue  or  non-blue  color 
with  geneva  edges  and  raspberry  or  solid  edges  with 
geneva.  The  results  show  the  geneva  edge  trait  to  be 
independent,  or  not  on  the  same  chromosome  as  the 
genes  for  red  flower  color  and  raspberry  edges.  When 
one  trait  shows  independent  combination  with  another 
trait,  the  traits  are  not  linked  together  and  are  inherited 
on  different  chromosome  pairs. 

The  observations  of  a  linkage  of  raspberry  edge  to 
flower  color  were  substantiated  by  pigment  analysis. 
Using  methods  described  earlier  (Smith,  1991),  the 
flower  pigments  of  various  raspberry  edge  plants  were 
tested.  Some  cultivars  such  as  ‘Berry  Splash’  were  found 
to  have  the  pink  pigment.  Others  such  as  ‘Glittersweet’ 
had  the  red  pigment.  Genetically,  pink  and  red  pigments 
or  flower  colors  are  two  expressions  of  the  same  gene 
(Smith,  1990).  The  dominant  form  of  the  gene  gives  red 
pigment  while  the  recessive  form  gives  pink.  One  plant, 
‘Ode  to  Beauty’,  was  found  to  have  a  raspberry  edge  in 
the  coral  pigment.  Coral  pigment,  however,  is  an 
alternate  form  of  the  pink  pigment,  so  the  pattern  of 
raspberry  edges  being  linked  to  the  red/pink  gene  still 
holds  true.  None  of  the  plants  tested  by  pigment 
analysis  showed  a  flower  that  contained  blue  pigment 
only.  Plants  such  as  ‘Grandmaster’  have  the  blue 
pigment,  but  the  raspberry  edge  is  still  the  result  of  the 
red  pigment.  Is  it  possible  then,  to  obtain  a  blue  flower 
with  blue  raspberry  edges? 

Geneticists  know  that  two  linked  traits  may  be 
physically  remixed  by  an  event  known  as  crossing-over. 
Crossing-over  occurs  when  a  pair  of  chromosomes  break 
and  exchange  pieces.  New  linkage  combinations  are 
formed  while  old  linkage  patterns  are  broken.  The 
frequency  of  crossing  over  is  proportional  to  the  physical 
distance  between  two  genes.  If  the  genes  are  far  apart, 
crossing-over  will  occur  relatively  frequently.  If  the 
genes  are  close  together,  crossing-over  will  be  infrequent 
and  the  genes  will  rarely  separate  from  each  other.  Since 
no  plants  with  blue  flowers  and  blue  raspberry  edges 
have  yet  been  found,  it  would  appear  that  the  genes  for 
flower  color  and  raspberry  edges  are  very  close  together 


on  the  same  chromosome  and  are  tightly  linked. 
Obtaining  a  blue  flower  with  blue  raspberry  edges  is  still 
possible,  but  it  will  take  a  rare  crossing-over  event,  not  a 
specific  plant  breeding  cross,  to  produce  one. 

Some  additional  observations  on  raspberry  edge 
inheritance  have  resulted  from  these  crosses.  For 
example,  the  raspberry  edge  trait  is  a  genetic  dominant. 
Only  one  parent  need  show  the  trait  to  pass  it  on  to  the 
offspring.  If  both  parents  have  raspberry  edges,  most  of 
the  offspring  will  show  the  trait.  The  width  of  the 
raspberry  edge  is  also  somewhat  effected  by  the  number 
of  doses  or  genes  present.  Plants  that  are  homozygous 
dominant  (2  doses)  typically  have  much  wider  bands 
than  do  plants  with  single  doses.  Raspberry  edge  is  also 
fairly  stable  genetically,  especially  when  compared  to  the 
trait  for  Fantasy.  In  most  instances,  edge  size  is 
consistent,  although  one  seedling  was  observed  with  a 
tendency  for  wider  bands  on  the  lower  three  petals  than 
on  the  upper  two. 

The  gene  for  raspberry  edge  appears  to  be 
independent  of  flower  shape  (pansy  or  star)  and  petal 
number  (single,  semidouble,  or  full  double)  because  all 
combinations  of  raspberry  edge  and  these  traits  have 
been  observed.  Raspberry  edge  has  also  been  bred  on 
crown  variegation  (‘Berry  Splash’)  and  on  Tommie  Lou 
variegation  (‘Raspberry  Reunion’).  Raspberry  edges  on 
Lilian  Jarrett  variegation  has  not  yet  been  obtained,  but 
should  be  possible  (I’ve  been  trying). 

A  new  variation  for  the  raspberry  edge  trait  might  be 
to  breed  the  trait  in  a  coral  red  flower.  The  trait  could 
also  be  placed  on  other  foliage  types  (e.g.  girl  foliage)  or 
on  other  plant  forms  (miniatures  and  trailers).  In  short, 
a  variety  of  combinations  of  plants  with  raspberry  edges 
should  be  possible. 

In  conclusion,  attempts  to  breed  a  raspberry  edge  trait 
in  blue  flowers  have  failed.  Blue  flowers  can  be 
obtained,  but  the  raspberry  edge  trait  in  these  flowers 
always  appears  as  a  red  or  pink  pigment,  not  in  blue. 
Regular  plant  hybridizing  techniques  that  depend  on  the 
random  assortment  of  genes  to  combine  traits  together 
have  not  produced  a  blue  flower  with  blue  raspberry 
edges.  These  results  suggest  that  the  gene  for  red  flower 
color  is  tightly  linked  with  the  raspberry  edge  gene.  Only 
crossing  over,  the  event  that  breaks  old  linkage  combi¬ 
nations  and  creates  new  ones,  will  likely  produce  a  blue 
flower  with  blue  raspberry  edges.  As  crossing-over  is  a 
random  event  and  cannot  be  made  to  happen  on 
demand,  only  persistence  and  luck  seem  likely  to 
produce  a  blue  flower  with  a  blue  raspberry  edge. 
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AVSA  Commercials... 


A  Closer  Look 


David  Buttram 
P.O.  Box  193 
Independence,  MO  64051 


Pat’s  Pets  -  Hillsboro,  Missouri 


This  month  we  take  a  closer  look  at  the  “new  kids  on 
the  block”  in  the  African  violet  industry  -  Gary  and  Pat 
Dunlap  of  Hillsboro,  Missouri. 

My  wife  and  I  were  invited  by  the  Dunlaps  to  have 
dinner  with  them  prior  to  the  interview.  Arriving  at  the 
Dunlap’s  home  after  the  almost  five  hour  drive  from 
western  Missouri  made  Pat’s  delicious  dinner  especially 
appreciated. 

The  Dunlap’s  home  is  located  about  thirty-five  miles 
south  of  St.  Louis  in  the  country  not  far  from  the  little 
town  of  Hillsboro.  Situated  among  hills  and  overlooking 
a  creek,  this  home  offers  a  quiet  seclusion  and  an  away- 
from-it-all  feeling.  The  first  thing  I  noted  after  turning 
into  the  driveway  was  a  partially  completed  greenhouse. 
I  knew  we  had  arrived.  The  cold  rain  falling  only  height¬ 
ened  the  warmth  and  hospitality  waiting  for  us  inside. 

The  Dunlaps  shared  their  background  with  us  over 
dinner.  Gary  had  grown  African  violets  all  his  adult  life, 
but  a  divorce  and  custody  of  his  four  children  caused 
him  to  pay  less  attention  to  his  plants.  After  being  a 
single  parent  for  two  years,  Gary  met  Pat,  who  had 
three  children  of  her  own.  They  married  in  Dodge  City, 
Kansas,  and  with  their  “blended  family”  of  seven 
children  in  tow,  ranging  in  age  from  three  years  to 
eighteen  years,  they  moved  to  Hillsboro. 

Gary  resumed  his  collecting  of  African  violets  when  a 
neighbor  gave  him  leaves.  He  began  to  buy  new 
varieties  at  the  local  grocery  store.  It  was  a  trip  to  the 
Missouri  Botanical  Garden  in  St.  Louis  where  an  African 
violet  show  was  in  progress  that  reinforced  Gary’s  love 
for  the  plants.  Pat  had  never  grown  them  before  but 
took  an  immediate  interest  and  was  adopted  into  the 


African  violet  family.  It  wasn’t  long  before  they  were 
rooting  leaves  for  plants  to  give  to  friends  and  sell  at 
African  violet  shows. 

It  has  only  been  two  years  since  deciding  to  go 
commercial,  but  their  mail  order  business  is  thriving.  So 
much  so,  in  fact,  that  extra  space  was  needed.  After  the 
children  had  all  left  home,  their  bedrooms  were  filled 
with  stacks  of  lighted  benches.  Still  more  space  was 
needed.  Gary  designed  and  is  building  a  22'  by  26' 
greenhouse  which  can  easily  be  enlarged  as  the 
business  warrants.  The  benches  will  be  tiered  to 
maximize  space,  and  light  for  the  lower  benches  will  be 
supplemented  by  fluorescent  tubes.  Moisture  for  the 
mats,  heat  and  humidity  will  be  monitored  electronically. 

All  of  this  works  out  nicely  as  Gary  retires  in  May 
after  thirty  years  with  AT&T.  At  AT&T  he  has  been 
involved  in  design  and  research.  He  has  the  mind-set  of 
one  who  experiments  and  keeps  exact  records.  He  is 
enthralled  with  “whys”  and  “hows.” 

Recent  research  has  led  him  to  develop  a  method  of 
propagating  chimera  plants  from  bloom  stems.  He  will 
write  an  article  for  the  AVM  soon  detailing  the  chemicals 
and  technique  he  uses. 

Gary  plans  to  incorporate  tissue  culture  (micro¬ 
propagation)  into  his  growing  program  before  long.  This 
will  allow  him  to  propagate  hundreds  of  baby  plants 
from  a  single  leaf.  He  already  has  acquired  all  the 
needed  equipment  and  is  perfecting  his  procedures.  The 
extra  greenhouse  space  will  be  needed. 

Pat’s  Pets  will  list  about  450  African  violets  in  their 
1995  catalog  along  with  a  few  gesneriads.  Please  refer 
to  their  ad  in  this  issue  for  the  mailing  address  and  cost. 
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The  three  former  bedrooms  now  housing  their  plants 
have  shelves  from  floor  to  eye  level  lining  the  walls. 
Some  flats  with  leaves  and  small  plants  have  been 
placed  on  the  floor  where  they  can  receive  some  light 
from  above. 

Gary  and  Pat  are  looking  forward  to  the  AVSA 
convention  in  St.  Louis  in  May.  They  will  have  a  sales 
table  for  the  first  time  and  look  forward  to  meeting 
many  of  their  customers.  Gary  will  be  involved  with  the 
display  of  AVSA  Affiliate  Publications  and  you  can  be 
sure  that  Pat  will  be  close  by  to  assist  in  what  ever  way 
she  can. 


The  Dunlaps  have  not  had  many  visitors  to  date. 
Until  now  all  orders  for  plants  have  been  filled  by  mail. 
To  celebrate  the  new  greenhouse  Gary  and  Pat  invite  all 
enthusiasts  to  visit  them  after  the  greenhouse  is  open  in 
late  May  or  early  June.  Only  seven  miles  from  1-55,  their 
home  and  greenhouse  are  easy  to  find  if  you  have  a 
map.  Gary  has  drawn  and  printed  a  simple  map  which 
he  will  send  to  anyone  wanting  to  visit. 

A  part  of  the  American  dream  is  to  have  your  own 
business  and  to  be  independent.  Soon  Gary  and  Pat  will 
realize  the  reality  of  this  dream  as  he  leaves  the  cor¬ 
porate  world  and  continues  to  please  his  customers. 


LEFT:  Pat  and  Gary  Dunlap  display  several 
small  chimera  plants  started from 
bloom  stalks. 


BELOW:  Gary  designed  and  built  this 
watering  device  that  periodically 
moistens  the  capillary  matting.  A 
similar  system  will  be  employed  in 
the  new  greenhouse. 
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Mail  Order  Violets  &  Supplies 

who  is  Responsible  for  What? 


M.  Diane  Richardson 
Advertising  Manager,  African  Violet  Magazine 
9207  Ravenwood  Road  •  Baltimore,  Maryland  21237-3421 
AC  410,  686-4667  after  6pm  ET 


Receiving  plants  and  supplies  by  mail  order  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  way  to  increase  your  violet  collection  and  obtain  many  of 
the  hard  to  find  products  needed  to  grow  superior  plants. 
What  if  the  plants  arrive  damaged  or  the  order  doesn’t  arrive 
at  all?  What  is  a  buyer  to  do?  Who  do  you  contact  if  a 
problem  can’t  be  solved  by  dealing  with  the  advertiser?  Is 
your  complaint  a  reasonable  one  or  are  you  complaining 
because  a  plant  arrived  with  one  leaf  broken?  Did  the 
weather  in  your  area  change  drastically  to  104  degrees  in 
the  shade  and  your  plants  arrived  badly  drooped  and  near 
death?  Is  it  the  advertiser’s  (shippers)  fault?  Keep  reading 
and  perhaps  I  can  answer  some  of  these  questions  for  you. 

When  purchasing  starter  plants,  many  are  sent  prior  to 
their  first  blooming.  If  after  blooming,  a  plant  proves  to  be 
not  blooming  tme  to  variety,  contact  the  advertiser  to  see  if 
some  agreement  can  be  met  or  check  their  operating  policy 
which  should  be  in  the  catalog.  In  the  case  of  chimeras, 
these  plants  should  be  proven  prior  to  shipment.  Remember 
that  fantasy  blossoms  are  known  to  be  fickle,  which  is  not 
the  shippers  fault.  In  a  clump  of  fantasy  blossom  plants,  12 
may  be  identical  to  the  mother  plant,  three  may  have  very 
faint  fantasy  markings  and  2  may  be  totally  solid.  Keep  in 
mind  that  chimeras  and  fantasies  are  both  susceptible  to 
minor  changes  due  to  heat,  cold,  fertilizer  and  general 
cultural  conditions.  When  purchasing  “yellow”  violets, 
remember  that  the  yellow  color  tends  to  fade  during 
shipment  due  to  the  lack  of  sunlight  so  give  them  some  time 
under  lights  after  arrival  to  go  back  to  normal.  Please 
remember  that  leaves  are  brittle,  particularly  on  larger  plants, 
and  sometimes  even  the  most  careful  packing  will  cause 
breakage. 

1 .  BUYER:  The  customer  has  the  right  to  receive  a  good 
quality,  well  grown,  healthy  CLEAN  plant  with  an 
established  root  system.  Leaves  should  have  been  fresh 
cut. 

2.  SELLER:  The  commercial  grower  should  insure  that  the 
plants  and/or  leaves  sent  should  meet  the  above  require¬ 
ments,  furthermore,  these  plants  and/or  leaves  should 
be  properly  marked  with  the  name  of  the  variety. 

3.  BUYER/SELLER:  Plants  should  be  well  packed  for 
shipment.  Cardboard  or  heavy  paper  should  be  used  to 
wrap  the  plant.  This  wrapping  should  protect  the  plant’s 
leaves  from  breaking.  Plastic  wrap  is  often  used  over  the 
soil  layer  to  help  keep  plants  in  pots,  retain  moisture. 


and  in  general  to  keep  the  plant  clean.  Some  type  of ; 
insulation  (either  pink  variety,  multiple  layers  of 
newspaper  or  styrofoam)  should  be  used  to  protect  the 
tender  plants  from  extremes  in  weather.  Plants  and/or 
leaves  should  be  packed  so  they  do  not  bounce  around 
in  the  carton.  Leaves  should  be  placed  in  plastic  baggies 
to  keep  them  from  drying  out.  Some  advertisers  place 
wet  cotton  at  the  base  of  the  leaf  and  then  wrap  that  ■ 
with  foil  to  keep  the  leaf  alive.  I  personally  have  found 
that  sometimes  the  cotton  is  too  wet  and  causes  the  leaf  ’ 
to  rot  much  sooner.  What  happens  if  a  plant  arrives  with 
a  leaf  broken?  Be  reasonable  -  plant  the  leaf.  What : 
happens  if  the  entire  plant  is  smashed  due  to  poor ' 
packing?  Call  the  advertiser.  The  box  should  be  labeled  . 
that  it  contains  live  plants  and  should  have  handling 
information  listed  on  it. 

4.  SELLER:  The  commercial  advertiser  should  try  to  ship 
on  days  so  that  plants  do  not  have  to  lay  over  in  a  post  ^ 
office  or  UPS  truck  for  the  weekend  as  many  of  these 
facilities  are  not  air  conditioned  or  heated.  They  should 
also  try  to  ship  during  appropriate  weather  (i.e.  do  not 
ship  to  areas  that  are  experiencing  freezing  weather) . 

5.  BUYER:  Your  plants  have  arrived  and  they  have  some 
type  of  infestation.  A  reliable  commercial  will  not  ‘ 
knowingly  send  out  plants  with  a  problem.  When  this 
happens,  the  advertiser  is  usually  unaware  of  the  ■ 
problem  due  to  the  length  of  time  it  takes  for 
development  of  evidence  to  be  seen  with  the  naked  eye. 
CONTACT  YOUR  COMMERCIAL  IMMEDIATELY.  DON’T 
WAIT  6  MONTHS  AND  THEN  CALL  WITH  A  PROBLEM. 
If  you  see  a  thrip,  don’t  panic.  Disbud  new  plants  imme¬ 
diately.  Make  the  advertiser  aware  of  the  infestation. 
Keep  these  plants  and  all  other  newly  purchased  plants 
away  from  your  collection.  Treat  these  plants  with  the 
right  type  of  pesticide  and  follow  the  manufacturers  ; 
directions  completely  using  gloves  and  masks.  Don’t 
treat  yourself  along  with  the  plants. 

6.  SELLER:  If  you  receive  a  timely  call  regarding  some 
type  of  pest  problem  (reasonable  period  for  the  particular , 
type  of  pest),  try  to  work  with  the  Buyer.  If  the 
complaint  comes  in  months  after  the  arrival  of  the 
plants,  it  would  probably  be  impossible  for  the  seller  to 
be  responsible.  Antagonizing  the  buyer  only  creates 
hard  feelings  and  loses  customers. 


44  African  Violet  Magazine 


March  •  April  1995 


7.  BUYER:  Size  and  availability  of  plants.  If  ordering  early 
in  the  spring,  expect  to  receive  nice-sized  plants.  Your 
chances  of  receiving  all  your  picks  should  be  good  also. 
Please  list  substitutes  in  the  event  that  a  crop  failure 
may  occur  or  sometimes  a  plant  will  not  propagate  up  to 
expectations.  If  waiting  till  late  summer  or  in  the  fall  to 
take  advantage  of  the  sales,  your  plants  may  be  smaller 
and  many  of  the  more  popular  varieties  may  be  sold 
out.  Remember,  our  commercial  growers  are  usually 
small  operations.  They  do  not  have  miles  and  miles  of 
greenhouses  like  Holtkamp  or  Green  Circle.  They  usually 
grow  plants  in  their  homes-,  the  work  is  done  by  the 
family  and  sometimes  they  have  one  or  two  employees. 
They  can  only  grow  so  many  of  a  certain  variety  and  as 
they  have  all  told  me,  “you  never  know  exactly  what 
the  public  will  go  for.  Sometimes  the  most  beautiful 
plant  will  just  sit,  whereas  another  will  fly  out  the  door 
and  we  can’t  understand  why.” 

8.  SELLER:  Please  include  a  packing  slip  and/or  invoice 
with  each  order  and/or  a  copy  of  the  customer’s  original 
order  so  they  know  what,  if  anything,  was  substituted. 
It’s  a  real  problem  not  to  remember  what  you  ordered. 

9.  BUYER:  Filling  out  the  order  form.  Please  include  all 
information  requested  by  the  advertiser.  Please  include 
full  name,  address,  city,  state,  zip  code,  phone  number. 
Write  clearly  so  that  no  one  will  have  a  problem  trying 
to  read  your  order.  UPS  now  charges  the  shipper  an 
additional  $4  if  the  package  must  be  re-routed  for  a 
wrong  address.  If  they  ask  for  substitutions,  please  list 
them  or  request  they  either  credit  the  unused  portion  or 
return  the  amount  to  you.  Many  advertisers  have  a 
policy  that  states  they  refund  all  amounts  $5.00  or  over 
and  credit  anything  under  $5.00.  Others  give  credit  only 
and  this  should  be  listed  on  their  order  form.  Please 
understand  this  prior  to  sending  in  an  order. 

10.  SELLER:  Commercial  Plant  and  Supply  Order  Policy. 
Insure  that  the  policy  for  the  ordering  of  plants  and 
supplies  is  clearly  stated  in  your  catalog  or  order  form. 
Make  sure  your  written  policy  covers  damage,  pests, 
varieties  not  blooming  true,  etc.  Vague  or  uncertain 
instructions  only  leads  to  problems.  Put  it  in  writing. 

11.  BUYER:  Vacations???  Do  you  plan  to  be  out  of  town 
after  you  send  in  your  mail  order?  Will  you  attend  the 
AVSA  Convention  or  regional  affiliate  function?  Please 
give  this  information  to  the  advertiser.  They  do  not 
know  when  you  plan  to  go  away  and  unless  you  have 
made  provisions  with  a  neighbor  to  watch  for  your 
package,  your  plants  could  possibly  sit  on  your  doorstep 
for  two  weeks.  If  this  happens,  you  may  blame  the 
advertiser  but  you  are  the  one  at  fault. 

12.  BUYER:  Payment.  Try  to  send  the  correct  amount  when 
ordering  by  Mail  Order.  Errors  slow  down  the  handling 
process  for  the  commercials  thus  forcing  up  their 
shipping  and  handling  prices.  Check  prices  of  plants  and 
leaves  again  as  many  times  there  are  differences  and  the 
prices  do  vary.  Include  proper  shipping  and  handling  for 
your  area,  and  did  you  include  the  sales  tax?  For  adver¬ 


tisers  who  offer  cultural  supplies  in  addition  to  plants, 
there  may  be  two  separate  shipping  charges.  One  for 
plants  and  additional  one  for  supplies.  Packing  these 
two  types  of  items  together  will  generally  only  cause 
damage  to  the  plants  and  leaves. 

13.  SELLER:  What  to  do  with  the  customer  who  complains 
about  every  order?  Grin  and  bear  it.  Part  of  the  price  of 
dealing  with  the  public  is  the  customer  who  is  never 
satisfied.  If  the  customer  thinks  every  order  they  receive 
is  terrible,  why  do  they  still  order  from  you  and  why 
don’t  I  get  complaint  letters  from  them? 

14.  BUYER:  Order  not  received  -  has  your  check  been 
cashed?  If  it  has,  contact  your  advertiser. 

15.  SELLER:  Substitutions.  Try  not  to  if  at  all  possible.  ’Try 
calling  the  customer  to  see  if  a  later  delivery  with  the 
proper  plants  would  be  better. 

16.  BUYER:  'Timely  Order  Filling.  When  you  place  your 
order,  please  realize  that  your  plants  may  not  arrive 
immediately.  Particularly  in  the  spring,  orders  are 
backed  up  and  wrapping  and  packing  well  takes  time. 
Also,  your  order  may  be  delayed  a  bit  because  rather 
than  sending  a  substitute,  the  grower  will  wait  a  few 
weeks  for  plants  to  grow  to  a  reasonable  shipping  size. 
Believe  me,  the  growers  probably  want  the  shelf  space 
as  much  as  you  want  to  receive  your  plants. 

1 7.  SELLER:  Timely  Shipment  of  an  Order.  In  the  event  an 
order  cannot  be  shipped  for  several  months,  please  send 
the  buyer  a  postcard  letting  them  know  the  reason  for 
the  delay. 

18.  BUYER:  Calls  or  letters  to  the  commercial  for  general 
growing  information.  If  you  write  for  information,  please 
include  a  self  addressed  stamped  envelope.  Many  of  our 
advertisers  are  willing  to  give  whatever  help  they  can 
but  please  remember  not  to  call  after  hours  or  at  times 
when  you  know  the  shop  is  closed.  If  you  send  a  letter 
with  questions  during  the  shipping  season,  be  prepared 
to  wait  a  while  for  the  answer.  This  is  their  peak  time 
and  all  are  extremely  busy. 

19.  SELLER:  Keep  in  mind  that  your  very  best  publicity  is 
“word  of  mouth”.  General  attendance  to  your  customer’s 
needs  can  only  improve  “word  of  mouth”;  forget  the 
customer’s  needs,  and  “word  of  mouth”  can  hurt  just  as 
much. 

20.  BUYER:  When  ordering  catalogs,  send  price  amount 
promptly.  It  costs  the  seller  a  lot  to  send  them  out. 

In  spite  of  all  the  above  information,  if  all  else  fails, 
CONTACT  ME!  My  address  and  phone  number  are  listed 
above.  Please  give  me  the  particulars  of  the  problem  and 
your  name,  address  and  most  important,  a  phone  number 
where  you  can  be  reached. 

We  have  many  reliable,  competent,  commercial 
advertisers  who  take  pride  in  the  products  they  grow  and 
ship.  Their’s  is  not  a  “money  making”  business.  It  is  a  lot  of 
hard  work  and  the  majority  do  not  depend  on  their  business 
to  make  a  living.  They  do  it  for  the  love  of  the  plants. 
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SfioDt/  Ta(k 


Darryl  Hoover 
1812  W.  Southgate 
Fullerton,  CA  92633 


AVS  of  Greater  Montreal,  Canada  (Correction): 
Winners:  Best  in  Show:  Phantom  Flash;  Runner-up: 
Picasso,  Nancy  Johnston.  Best  Gesneriad:  Strepto- 
carpus  ‘Massen’s  White’,  Dick  Harriman. 

Georgia  AV  Judges  Society  -  Winners:  Best  AVS  A 
Standard  Collection:  Magnolia,  Marvel,  Apache  Fire; 
Best  in  Show:  Angel  Frost;  Sweepstakes  (Horticulture), 
Joan  Cumpton.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Apache  Warbonnet,  Marvel,  Autumn  Blues,  Pierce 
Cumpton.  Best  Semi:  Rob’s  Sunspot,  Betty  Lewis.  Best 
Trailer:  Dazzle  Trail,  Lois  Du  Vail.  Best  Design;  Sweep- 
stakes  (Design) ,  Laura  Walker. 

AVS  of  Jacksonville  -  Winners:  Best  in  Show: 
Nortex’s  Razzmatazz  Haven;  2nd  Best  in  Show; 
Fisherman’s  Paradise-,  Sweepstakes  (Horticulture), 
Milburn  Webster.  Best  Semi:  Definitely  Darryl;  2nd 
Best  Semi:  Little  Pro;  Best  Gesneriad:  Chirita,  Barbara 
Murdock.  Best  Novice,  Flossie  Weaver.  Best  Container 
Garden,  Chris  Hall. 

Missouri  Valley  AVC,  MO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Granger’s  Desert  Dawn,  Optimara 
Ontario,  Suncoast  Paisley  Print;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Moon  Bright,  Rob’s  Hot  Chocolate,  Rob’s  Film 
Flam;  Best  in  Show:  Optimara  Ontario;  Best  Mini: 
Tamsen;  Best  Semi:  Little  Pro;  Sweepstakes  (Horticul¬ 
ture),  Pat  Richards.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Col¬ 
lection:  Rob’s  Mad  Cat,  Rob’s  Red  Rooster,  Rob’s  Fiddle 
Faddle,  Mary  Ann  Switzer.  Best  Trailer:  Beacon  Trail, 
Gary  Dunlap.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  grandifolia, 
Sue  L.  Hill.  Best  Design,  Fran  Russom.  Sweepstakes 
(Design) ,  Helen  Blanton. 

AV  Study  Club  of  Houston,  TX  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Party  Print,  Picasso,  Lady 


Blue;  Best  in  Show:  Party  Print;  Sweepstakes 
(Horticulture),  Gerri  Goins.  Best  Mini:  Mickey  Mouse, 
Donna  McGraw.  Best  Semi:  Irish  Flirt,  Meredith  Hall. 
Best  Trailer:  Pacific  Pearl;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
diplotricha  Punter  #0;  Best  Design;  Sweepstakes 
(Design) ,  Jane  Rexilius. 

NY  State  AVS  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  First  Child,  Pink  Patti,  Desir;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Definitely  Darryl,  Hector,  Snuggles; 
Best  in  Show:  Opera’s  Cecilia;  Best  Variegated  Semi: 
Definitely  Darryl;  Best  Variegated  Mini:  Petite  Jewel, 
Doug  Burdick.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Painted  Sunrise,  Fredette’s  Easy  Goer,  Midnight  Magic, ^ 
Margaret  Califano.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Little  Pro,  Rob’s  Hot  Chocolate,  Irish  Flirt, 
Irene  Henry.  Best  Mini:  Timid  Teen;  Best  Semi:  Ness’ 
Mini  Sota;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket;  Sweep- 
stakes  (Horticulture),  Robert  McCabe.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  grandifolia,  William  &  Robin  Yager.  Best 
Design,  Kay  Rotando.  Sweepstakes  (Design),  Pauli 
Kroll.  Best  Mini  Trailer:  Teeny  Bopper,  Daphne|j 
Yaremko. 

Mid-Atlantic  AVS,  MD  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA: 
Standard  Collection:  Picasso,  Tomahawk,  Ocean  Eyes, 
Diane  Good.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:! 
Suncoast  Paisley  Print,  Wrangler’s  Diablo,  Lela  Marie; 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Little  Pro,  Ness’i 
Sno  Fun,  Sassy  Shirley;  Best  in  Show:  Suncoast  Paisley 
Print;  Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail;  Sweepstakes 
(Horticulture),  J.  Roger  Peeler.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Little  Pro,  Precious  Pink;  Best  Semi:; 
Dean’s  Cupid,  Dena  Swope.  Best  Mini:  Rob’s  Soliloquy,^ 
Susan  Barbi.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  tongwensis, 
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Ken  Barbi.  Best  Design;  Sweepstakes  (Design),  Beryl 
Wood.  AVSA  Sweepstakes,  Gary  Gordon, 

Tristate  AVC,  NJ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Niagara’s  Critic’s  Choice,  Splendiferous, 
Rhapsodie  Mary;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Optimara  Little  Amethyst,  Optimara  Little  Moonstone, 
Rob’s  Romancer;  Best  in  Show:  Rhapsodie  Mary;  Best 
Mini:  Optimara  Little  Moonstone;  Sweepstakes 
(Horticulture),  Ron  Ennis.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Big  Charlie,  Windy  Day,  Granger’s 
Wonderland,  Dave  looker.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Little  Pro,  Ness’  Mini  Sota,  Dean’s  Cupid;  Best 
Semi:  Little  Pro;  Best  Trailer:  Beacon  Trail,  Bob 
Kurzynski.  Best  Design,  Jan  Murasko.  Sweepstakes 
(Design),  Dale  Jasaitis. 

Mid  America  AVS  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Granger’s  Desert  Dawn,  Chorale,  Ms.  Pretty 
Pink;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Frosty 
Belle;  Wee  Be,  Moon  Bright;  Best  in  Show:  Granger’s 
Desert  Dawn;  Best  Semi:  Ness’  Frosty  Belle;  Sweep- 
stakes  (Horticulture),  Pat  Richards.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Nancy  Reagan,  Optimara  Trinidad, 
Back  In  Time;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina,  Sue 
Hill.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Hector, 
Topmost,  Irish  Flirt,  Norma  Weir.  Best  Mini:  Petite 
Jewel,  Marsha  Eckhoff.  Best  Trailer:  Dazzle  Trail, 
Raymond  Russell.  Best  Design;  Sweepstakes  (Design), 
Sylvia  Prince. 

AVC  of  Greater  Atlanta,  GA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Sapphire  Halo,  Natchurly  Nawlins, 
Optimara  Glacier,  Dale  Lenhardt.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Marvel,  Magnolia,  Tiger,  Joan 
Cumpton.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Denny  Boo, 
Rob’s  Half  Moon,  Irish  Flirt;  Best  Mini:  Spring  Peach; 
Sweepstakes  (Horticulture),  Jean  Wright.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Avis  Winnie,  Little 


Katherine,  Rob’s  Almost  Sinful;  Best  Semi:  Rob’s  Almost 
Sinful,  Susan  Bradley.  Best  in  Show:  Snow  Dazzler, 
Frances  Barnes.  Best  Trailer:  Fun  Trail,  Lois  Devall. 
Best  Design,  Laura  Walker. 

Thousand  Oaks  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Francis  Young,  Flash  Fire,  Arapa¬ 
hoe;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Sassy  Shirley, 
Rob’s  Artful  Dodger,  Snuggles;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semi: 
Sassy  Shirley;  Best  Trailer/Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
pendula  kizarae;  Sweepstakes  (Horticulture),  Arlene 
Pappas.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Sea 
Princess,  Rob’s  Heebie  Jeebie,  Little  Pro;  Best  Mini:  Petite 
Jewel,  Carroll  Gealy.  Best  Design,  Marcia  Shaver. 
Sweepstakes  (Design) ,  Barbara  Burde. 

Lone  Star  AVC,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  First  Child,  Party  Print,  Kathe  Denise;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Dancing  Teen,  Dean’s 
Bunny  Blue,  Pat  Champagne;  Best  Mini:  Dean’s  Ivory 
Lace,  Geri  Goins.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Louise  Constant,  Party  Print,  Picasso,  Martha  Turner. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Wee  Be,  Precious 
Pink,  Teen  Surprise,  Dolores  Gibbs.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semi:  Sassy  Shirley,  Hortense  Pittman.  Best  Trailer: 
Sweet  Amy  Sue,  Onalee  McEwen,  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  pendula  kizarae,  Joyce  Stenger.  Best 
Design,  Bill  Foster.  Sweepstakes  (Horticulture),  Ken 
Froboese.  Sweepstakes  (Design),  Jane  Rexilius. 

North  Star  AVC,  MN  -  Winners:  Best  NSAVC 
Standard  Collection:  Candy  Swirls,  Ode  To  Beauty, 
Rebel’s  Peachy  Frills,  Barb  Werness,  Best  NSAVC 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ballet  Blue  Ice,  Everdina,  Optimara 
Little  Apatite;  Best  in  Show:  Victorian  Flirt,  Ruth  Bann. 
Best  Semi:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Jim  Graf.  Best  Trailer: 
Milky  Way  Trail,  Mary  Endrizzi.  Best  Amateur  Design, 
Retha  Johnson.  Sweepstakes  (Horticulture),  Sharon 
Johnson.  Best  Design  (Novice),  Sandy  Officer. 


ATTENTION :  Room  Sharing  Individuals 

Deadline  for  Hotel  Reservations  in  St.  Louis 

APRIL  28,  1995 


All  requests  for  Room  Sharing  must  be  made  by  April  22,  1995. 

Contact  Ruth  E.  Warren,  RO.  Box  3664,  Fall  River,  MA  02722,  (508)  679-1189 
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Guidelines  for  Advertisers 

Commercial  Membership  •  Non  commercial  •  Classified 
Diane  Richardson  •  9207  Ravenwood  Road  •  Baltimore,  Maryland  21237 

VISA  or  MasterCard 

AVSA  now  accepts  VISA  or  MasterCard  for  payment  of  ads  that  appear  in  the  AVM.  Want  to  save  some  money?  Prepay 
for  six  consecutive  ads  (one  full  year)  either  by  check  or  charge,  and  take  10%  off  the  total  bill  Note  that  most  rates  have 
been  rounded  off  to  ease  bookkeeping  for  both  the  advertiser  and  the  AVSA  staff.  Advertising  copy  may  be  changed  in 
this  category. 

Commercial  versus  Non-Commercial 

Advertisers  no  longer  need  to  be  commercial  members  of  AVSA  in  order  to  place  an  ad.  The  product  or  service  must  be 
plant-related  to  qualify.  This  new  ruling  is  perfect  for  an  advertiser  who  would  like  to  “test  the  waters”  before  going  into  a 
full-scale  advertising  campaign.  Existing  AVSA  members,  as  well  as  non-members,  may  take  advantage  of  this  new 
change.  Prices  for  non-commercial  advertisers  are  10%  higher  than  that  of  our  commercial  membership.  Unless  they  are 
already  a  member  of  AVSA,  they  would  not  receive  a  copy  of  the  AVM,  nor  would  they  be  eligible  for  any  of  the  other 
benefits  of  membership  in  AVSA. 

Example: 

1”  ad  Commercial  Member  $30.00 

1"  ad  Non-commercial  $33.00 

One  year  (six  issues)  as  non-commercial  will  pay  an  additional  $18.00  for  ads. 

Full  page  Black  &  White 
Commercial  Member  $345.00 

Full  page  Black  &  White 
Non-Commercial  $379. 50 

One  year  (six  issues)  a  non-commercial  will  pay  an  additional  $207.00  for  ads. 

Four-Color  Advertising 

The  AVM  is  now  accepting  four-color  ads.  Ads  will  be  accepted 
One  Half  Page  Commercial  Member 

Non-Commercial 

Full  Page  Commercial  Member 

Non-Commercial 

The  customer  must  provide  the  color  separations  for  the  copy. 

Classified  Advertising 

•  Looking  for  a  home  for  your  old  copies  of  the  AVM? 

•  Can’t  find  a  particular  variety  of  plant? 

•  Moving  and  don’t  have  room  for  that  third  plant  stand? 

•Your  club  is  selling  violet  key  rings  as  a  fundraiser? 

•  Small  commercial  grower:  Violet  lovers  travel  everywhere  to  find  new  plants.  Do  you  go  unnoticed  and  lose  business 
because  you  feel  you  can’t  afford  a  large  ad  in  the  AVM? 

•Large  commercial  grower:  Even  though  you  would  like  to  see  your  ad  in  every  issue,  you  can’t  afford  those  big  ads 
every  month  so  once  or  twice  a  year  will  have  to  do? 

The  Classified  Advertising  Section  may  be  used  by  commercial  and  individual  members,  clubs,  groups  and  non¬ 
members.  AVSA  individual  members  advertising  in  this  section  will  not  be  considered  “commercial”  advertisers. 


in  two  sizes: 
$475.00 
$522.50 
$595.00 
$654. 50 
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Rates  for  Classified  Advertising 

$15.00  minimum,  15  words  -  $1.00  each  additional  word,  series  or  groups  of  numbers  count  as  a  word.  Checks  to  be 
made  payable  to  AVSA.  NO  PROOF  SUBMITTED  BEFORE  PUBLICATION.  In  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  10%  discount 
listed  above,  the  same  ad  (NO  CHANGES)  must  be  run  for  all  six  (6)  issues.  Deadlines  will  be  the  same  as  those  listed  for 
the  regular  advertising  section: 

Jan/Feb  issue  Oct.  15  July/ Aug  issue  Apr  15 

Mar/ Apr  issue  Dec  15  Sept/Oct  June  15 

May/June  Feb  15  Nov/Dec  Aug  15 

WHERE  DO  1  SEND  MY  AD? 

Regular  Advertisements  and  Classified  Advertisements 
M.  Diane  Richardson,  Advertising  Manager 
9207  Ravenwood  Road 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21237 
Phone:  410-686-4667  after  6  p.m.  ET 
Please  leave  a  phone  number  where  you  may  be  reached. 

African  Violet  AIagazine 

Advertising  Rates,  Mechanicals  &  Deadlines 


Mechanicals  &  Rates:  One  Column  (3-5/16”) 
AVSA  Commercial 
Member  Rates 

Rate  Per  Column  Inch 

1”  30.00 

2”  25.00 

3”  23.33 

4”  22.50 

5”  to  9-1/4”  22.40 

One-Fourth  Page  -  Black  &  White 
1  col  X  4-1/2”  or  2  col.  x  2-3/16” 

One-Half  Page  -  Black  &  White 
1  col.  X  9-1/4”  or  2  col.  x  4-1/2” 

Full  Page  -  Black  &  White 
6-3/4”  X  9-1/4” 

Full  Page  -  Four  Color 
6-3/4”  X  9-  1/4" 

Customer  provides 

color  separations 

Half  Page  -  Four  Color 

1  col  X  9-1/4”  or  2  col  X  4-1/2” 

Customer  provides 
color  separations 


Two  Column  (6-3/4”)  Black  &  White 


Total 

Non-Commercial 
Member  Rates 

30.00 

33.00 

50.00 

55.00 

70.00 

77.00 

90.00 

per  col.  inch 

99.00 

95.00 

104.50 

175.00 

192.50 

345.00 

379.50 

595.00  654.50 


475.00  522.50 


10%  discount  if  six  (6)  consecutive  ads  are  paid  In  full  in  advance. 

Check  made  payable  to  The  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA,  Inc.  (AVSA)  must  accompany  ad  copy.  Agency 
commission  and  cash  discount  not  allowed.  Inquiries  for  color  ads  -  contact  Advertising  Manager.  Need  not  be  a 
commercial  member  to  advertise. 


Membership  -  $25.00  per  year  -  USA.  Check  made  payable  to  AVSA.  Membership  check  should  be  separate  from 
advertising  cost.  Pictures  can  be  included  at  no  extra  cost.  No  copy  or  pictures  can  be  returned.  All  copy  must  be 
typewritten.  NO  PROOF  SUBMITTED  BEFORE  PUBLICATION.  If  proof  required  submit  camera-ready  copy. 
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BIG  SKY  VIOLETS 


10678  Schoolhouse  Lane  Moiese,  IV!T  59824  (406)644-2296 

New  additions  you  will  find  in  our  1995  catalog: 

Lemon  Cookie  (Pittman):  semi-dbl  white  &  yellow;  Tommie  Lou  variegated  foliage;  Semi-Mini 
Texas  Gold  (Pittman):  semi-dbl  yellow  &  white,  ruffled  edges;  Tommie  Lou  variegated,  wavy  foliage;  Semi-Mini 
Texas  Sunshine  (Pittman):  double,  yellow  &  white  ruffled;  Tommie  Lou  variegated,  tailored  foliage;  Mini 
Alamo  Afterglow  (Pittman):  semi-dbl  white  &  pink  blossoms  in  profusion;  Tommie  Lou  variegated  foliage;  Standard 
Alamo  Stranger  (Pittman):  large  double,  shades  of  creamy  pink,  green  &  bronze;  dark  foliage;  Standard 
Mint  Condition  (Gehr):  large  double,  white  w/wide,  bright  green,  heavily  ruffled  edges;  medium  green  foliage;  Standard 
Pirates  Treasure  (Gehr):  glowing  coral  semi-dbl  w/raspberry  glitter  edge  &  fantasy;  medium  green  foliage;  Standard 
Deer  Path  (Gehr):  double,  ivory  bell  w/blue  fantasy;  dark  green,  nicely  trailing  foliage;  Semi-Mini  Trailer 
Fire  House  (Eyerdom):  semi-dbl  red,  white  edge;  dark  green  foliage;  Standard 
Granger’s  Fantasy  Lace  (Eyerdom):  semi-dbl  pink,  lavender  fantasy,  green/white  frilled  edge;  Standard 
Painted  Lady  (Eyerdom):  double  pink  fantasy  w/strong  raspberry  edge  &  markings;  medium  green  tailored  foliage; 
Standard 


To  receive  our  catalog  with  complete  variety  listing  and  a  full  line  of  growing  supplies 
please  send  $2.50  cash  or  stamps  (refundable  on  first  order). 


A  SAMPLING  OF  WHAT  YOU  WILL  FIND  ON  OUR  1995  LIST 


HOBBS  -  DEAN’S  SPRINGTIME  -  Single  peachy/pink  blossoms  (8/10  to  a  stem)  over  perfectly  symmetrical  variegated  foliage,  small 
standard  that  does  not  need  a  leaf  support. 

NESS  -  SATIN  ROSE  -  Rose/mauve  two-tone  double,  dark  green  symmetrical  foliage.  Blossoms  have  moss  rose  look.  SM 
MUNK  -  RODEO  JUBILEE  -  Semidouble,  purple  with  nice  white  edge  and  unusual  shaped  blossoms.  Medium  green  foliage  is  large 
and  symmetrical.  Standard. 

SORANO  -  PERSIAN  LACE  -  Lacy  powder  blue  two-tone,  pansy  shaped  blossom  has  varying  amounts  of  white  accents.  Dark  green, 
lightly  ruffled,  symmetrical.  SM 

STORK  -  GREAT  BUG  HUG  -  Large  double  fluted  deep  lavender/purple  two  tone  stars.  Hug  together  in  big  clusters  over  dark  green 
quilted  foliage.  Standard. 

FOSTER  -  LINDA  BEE  -  Large  dark  pink  semidouble  with  purple  splashes  and  frilly  fuchsia  edges.  Large  medium  green  serrated, 
quilted  foliage.  Standard. 

HARRIS  -  CAN  CAN  TRAIL  -  Medium  sized,  pom  pom  like,  dusty  rose  triple  blossoms.  Very  pretty  pointed,  serrated  foliage.  SM 

Our  complete  descriptive  list  is  available  for  $1 .00  in  stamps  or  coin. 

Plants  of  the  customer’s  choice  $3.50  each.  Minimum  of  4  plants  per  order.  Priority  shipping  on  plants.  Due  to  the  fact 
that  postage  has  gone  up,  we  have  had  to  raise  our  shipping  charges.  Up  to  6  plants  $6.00.  Add  25  cents  for  each 
additional  plant  ordered. 

LEAVES:  SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE  -  Current  and  previous  releases  -  24  for  $16.00  or  50  for  $28.00.  Current  releases  -  24 
for  $20.00.  Priority  shipping  on  leaves  $4.50.  Leaves  are  labeled. 

We  ship  from  April  to  November.  CHECK  OUR  LIST  FOR  SUPPLIES  AVAILABLE  YEAR  ROUND.  WE  AGAIN  HAVE 
PT-1 300  PRICED  AT  $1 1 .75  A  CAN.  Shipping  on  supplies  -  $4.50. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Shirley  Sanders.  Sandy  and  I  welcome  your  letters. 

1034  Rayburn  Dr.  •  San  Antonio,  TX  78221  •  210-923-1093 
WE  SHIP  ONLY  IN  THE  U.S.  AND  ITS  TERRITORIES 
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V 


TruV$ 

Bloom 


NATURAJLlLIOHT 


*  Ultra  Long  Life  Fluorescent  Tubes 

*  Engineered  to  Reproduce  Sun  Light 

*  Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 


Made  in  the  U.S.A.  Since  1956  GET  THE  FACTS  ■  CALL/FAX  FOR  OUR  FREE  COLOR  BROCHURE 
Verilux®lnc.  •  P.O.Box  7633V  •  Vallejo,  CA  94590  •  1-800-786-6850  •  Fax-707-554-8370 


“You  CAN  Fool  Mother  Nature 


Hydroponics  and 

Indoor  Gardening 


Hydroponic 
Systems 
Grow  Lights 

•  Nutrients 

•  Rockwooi 
•  Light  movers 

Test  Equipment 


2244  S.  Santa  Fe  Ave. 
Unit  H-1 

Vista,  CA  92084 


toii  free; 
phone: 


772^1997 

598-7551 


BELISLE’S  VIOLET  HOUSE 

MARCIA  BELISLE 
P.  O.  Box  1 11  AV 
Radisson,  Wisconsin  54867-01 1 1 
(715)  945-2687 

QUALITY  VIOLETS  CHOICE  GESNERIADS  CATALOG  $2.00 


AV  WORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 

Thanks  to  “G-T-S"  1  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 

1  tell  everyone,  “If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren't 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential.”  Mrs.  M.  L.  Home 
(Includes  unique  chapter  on  "Miniaturing  The  Miniatures") 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  112  pages 
S'A  X  11  paperback 


usa/canada  -j  f\^ 
$1.50  p&h  +  XX. yO 
calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage:  $7.50 
air  mail,  or  $2.50  surface 

AV  Enterprises  Press 
P.O.  Box  6778-A 
Oxnard,  CA  93030 

SAVE  *1.95 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.20  ea.)  usa/can  p&h  754  each 
(save  75<t  ea.)  total  $1.95!  Overseas  $1.20  ea.  surface. 


INDOOR  GARDENING  SUPPLIES 

P.  O.  Box  40567-AV  •  Detroit,  Ml  48240  *  Phone  (313)  426-9080 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 
FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  4-  LIGHTED  STANDS  4- 
4“  METERS,  TIMERS  4>  PLANTLITES  4-  ACCESSORIES  4- 


40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $29.63  12  =  $51 .88  24  =  $100.06 

WP156AW  $22.00 
Window  Planter 
3  T rays,  1 2  Pots 
3  Pcs  Eggcrate, 
12  Wicks 


G48PLA  $347.60 
W/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shelfs  w/8  Trays 
70H  X  27L  X  23D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID, 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX 
VISA,  MASTERCARD,  CHECKS  &  COD'S  ACCEPTED 

FREE  32  PAGE  CATALOG 
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Choose  from  seven  models  of  plant  stands. 
Color  catalog  on  African  Vioilets  &  supplies  $1 .00 

VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES 
2714  Minert  St,  Dallas,  Texas  75219 


Beautiful  violets  with  just 
“7  Drops” 


"Schultz-Instant" 


Ask  for  it  at  your  store’s  garden  department  or  write  to 
Schultz  Company.  14090  Riverport  Drive.  St.  Louis,  MO  $$043 


\ 

Al ann ah  African  Violets 

"Mail  order  specialists  for  award-winning  Violets" 


•  Wei!  established  starter  plants  and  fresh  cut  leaves. 

•  All  necessary  African  Violet  growing  supplies  -  from  pots  to  fertilizers^  etc. 

•  Floralight  indoor  light  gardens  and  accessories. 

•  Interesting  and  hard  to  find  florists  supplies 
(frogs,  wire,  florists  clay  Si  foam,  etc.) 


Catalogue  $2.00  refundable. 

Box  10101  A,  3159  Hwy.  21  North 
Danville,  WA.  USA,  99121 

R.R.1 ,  Site  640  A,  Grand  Forks,  B.C. 

Canada,  VOH  1H0 

Phone  (604)  442-2552  Fax  (604)  442-0288 

Visitors  Welcome  -  by  appointment 
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Superior  bioiei^  expressly  for  you 


[V  On  the  “Honor  Roll  of  African  Violets”.] 

V  AUTUMN  HONEY  (Groeneman)  [Reg.#4462]  -  Large,  ovate  variegated 
foliage,  heavily  marked  with  white,  is  topped  with  many  delightful,  fringed 
multi-shaded  pink  double  blooms.  Always  a  favorite,  registered 
in  1981. 

¥  BECKY  (Maas)  [Reg.#2669]  -  Graced  with  a  full  head  of  semidouble, 
fringed,  two-tone  pink  flowers,  this  superb  award  winner  from  1975  is 
framed  by  easily  shaped,  tailored  show  foliage  of  medium  green. 

¥  BLACK  ACE  (Nadeau)  [Reg.#3S41]  -  Very  dark,  rich  and  velvety,  with 
icy  white  edges,  the  fantastic  burgundy  colored  single  to  semidouble  stars 
are  gorgeous  over  medium  green  foliage.  Special  bloom  color  from  1978. 

BLACKIE  BRYANT  (Bryant)  [Reg.#5150]  -  An  extremely  popular  ‘oldie’ 
for  show  with  large  double  stars  in  deep  lavender  shading  to  purple,  with  a 
wavy  white  edge.  Variegated  foliage  is  quilted,  ovate,  medium  green. 

¥  CACTUS  ROSE  (Fredette)  [Reg.#4147]  -  An  outstanding  “Honor  Roll” 
selection,  registered  in  1980,  with  bright  pink  double  blossoms  abounding 
with  radiance  atop  plain  tailored  leaves  of  dark  green.  Marvelous 
symmetry! 

¥  CELINE  (Maas)  [Reg.#3118]  -  One  of  the  all-time  great  varieties  from 
1977.  A  compact  standard  with  huge  masses  of  semidouble  to  double 
blooms  in  rich,  medium  blue,  standing  tall  over  symmetrical,  tailored 
foliage. 

¥  *  FISHERMAN’S  PARADISE  (Sisk)  [Reg.#4843]  -  Everyone’s  favorite 
since  1982  with  fringed  purple  edges  trimming  deep  lavender  doubles. 

Large  and  lovely  with  flat,  pointed  white-variegated  foliage.  Perfect 
for  show. 

¥  #  FRENCH  LILAC  (Swift)  [Reg.#2844]  -  A  magnificent  display  of  lavender 
and  wine  fringed  doubles  above  large  ruffled  show  foliage.  This  enduring 
1976  award  winner  is  of  legendary,  exceptional  merit. 

¥  *  GRANGER’S  WONDERLAND  (Granger)  [Reg.#3419]  -  A  perennial 
favorite  for  home  and  show  with  big  fringed  semidouble,  light  blue 
stars,  freely  blooming  atop  large,  ruffled,  symmetrical  foliage.  Truly  a 
wonderful  variety! 
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On  the  1994  “Best  Variety  List”.] 

¥  MARK  (Maas)  [Reg.#3007]  -  A  1976  registration,  proven  award  winner, 
with  fully  double  fringed  pansies  of  deep  raspberry-red.  Perfection  of 
foliage  -  dark  green,  quilted,  lightly  waved  and  ruffled.  A  ‘must  have’ 
variety ! 

NANCY  REAGAN  (Reinhardt)  [Reg.#2167]  -  Outstanding  variegated 
foliage  grows  flat  in  an  ideal  rosette  under  an  abundance  of  double 
two-tone  dark  red-wine  flowers.  A  beauty  from  1 97 1 ,  just  as  lovely  today 
as  then. 

¥  POLLY  DOODLE  (Fredette)  [Reg.#4339]  -  Semidouble,  heavily  ruffled 
dark  blue-violet  blooms  with  some  green  edges,  plentiful  above  striking, 
wavy,  white- variegated  leaves  with  a  red  reverse.  A  superior  1981 
release. 

¥  SPANISH  MOSS  (Sisk)  [Reg.#4045]  -  Graceful  and  large,  the  marvelous 
‘supreme’  variegated  foliage  encircles  the  opulent  profusion  of  double 
blossoms  in  two-toned  lavender.  A  Southern  beauty  registered  in  1980. 

SUPERMAN  (Champion)  -  From  the  first  hybridizing  cross  Ethel  made  in 
1952  comes  this  special  variety.  Full,  rose-form  blooms  in  bright  blue- 
violet,  about  1 "  in  diameter,  that  will  cover  a  mature  plant  with  glorious 
color.  Foliage  is  darkish  medium  green,  somewhat  pointed  with  a  red 
reverse.  A  very  strong  plant,  not  far  removed  from  the  species.  Our  stock 
came  from  leaf  cutting  from  the  original  plant,  which  Ethel  still  has,  hav¬ 
ing  restarted  it  many,  many  times  through  the  years.  A  collector’s  “must”! 

¥  ^  THE  KING  (Maas)  [Reg.#2698]  -  One  of  the  greatest  varieties  ever  (from 
1975),  true  royalty  with  dark  blue-to-purple  double  blooms  massed  on 
strong  stems  above  symmetrical  show  foliage.  Incomparable! 

¥  TIGER  (Fredette)  [Reg.#1978]  -  A  magnificent  winner,  this  1978  classic 
carries  a  dense  jungle  of  blue- violet  semidouble  pansies  over  a  flawless 
rosette  of  large,  beautifully  variegated  dark  green  and  pink  foliage. 

¥  *  WRANGLER’S  DIXIE  CELEBRATION  (W.  Smith)  [Reg.#4490]  -  On  the 
“Honor  Roll”  and,  year  after  year  on  the  ‘Best  Variety  List’,  this  classic 
displays  clusters  of  large,  semidouble  pink  blooms  atop  ruffled  foliage  with 
wide  pink-variegated  edges.  Always  a  favorite,  always  a  winner! 


THERE  ARE  MANY  ADDITIONAL  SUPERB,  EAVORITE  OLDER  VARIETIES 
IN  ALL  SIZES,  COLORS,  AND  STYLES  LISTED  IN  OUR  CATALOG. 

WE  ALSO  HAVE  AVAILABLE  “WASP”  VARIETIES  HYBRIDIZED  BY  THE  LATE  JIMMY  DATES: 

4-  BLACK  FRIAR  4^  BLUE  TAIL  FLY  ♦  LUNAR  LILY  <4  PINK  CHERUB  4-  PINK  FLY  ♦ 

All  plants  listed  above  are  $3. 75  each,  PLUS  SHIPPING:  Leaves,  $1.25  each,  PLUS  SHIPPING 
SHIPPING:  To  WI,  MI,  MN,  Northern  IL  only;  $6.50,  UPS  ground  service. 

ALL  OTHER  CONTINGENT  STATES:  $10.50,  Priority  Mail  (for  the  safe  arrival  of  your  plants  and/or  leaves!) 
ADD  to  all  orders:  $.50  per  plant  after  the  1st  4  plants  ordered.  $.10  per  leaf  after  the  1st  12  leaves  ordered. 

FOR  ORDERS  SHIPPED  BEYOND  THE  CONTINGENT  48  STATES,  INQUIRE  AS  TO  SHIPPING  COSTS. 

♦  We  specialize  in  overseas  shipping.  ♦ 

^  ^ 

OVER  500  OUTSTANDING  VARIETIES  ARE  LISTED  IN  OUR  1995  CATALOG. 

All  are  fully  described  and  indexed  with  registration  numbers  listed  (including  Dixie  A  VS  Registration  numbers). 

Included  are  1995  introductions  from  Champion,  Croteau,  Pittman,  and  Dr.  Jeff  Smith; 

1994  releases  from  Kent,  Munk,  Ness,  Robinson,  and  Sorano, 
plus  the  best  of  old  and  new  from  over  50  of  the  world’s  premier  hybridizers. 

This  season  we  are  also  listing  a  selection  of  streptocarpus,  episcias,  columneas,  and  chiritas. 

4-  CATALOG  -  $2.50,  U.S.  -  $4.00,  Canada,  Mexico,  -  $6.00  Overseas  (air  mail),  4- 

Shipping  well  established  starter  plants  and  fresh  cut  leaves  May  thru  October,  weather  permitting. 

WE  TAKE  PRIDE  IN  THE  QUALITY  OF  OUR  STOCK  AND  IN  OUR  EXPERT  WRAPPING  AND  PACKING. 
©  GIFTS  ARE  HAPPILY  SENT  WITH  PLANT  AND/OR  LEAF  ORDERS.  © 

4>  ♦  4- 

SUPPLIES  ARE  SHIPPED  YEAR  ’ROUND. 

tt  OUR  OWN  SPECIAL  AV  SOILLESS  MIX  tt  PETER’S  &  VOLKMANN’S  AV  FERTILIZER  ft 
*  SUPERTHRIVE  «r  PERLITE  tifVERMICULITE  *  ORTHENE  PT  1300  *  LEAP  SUPPORT  RINGS  * 
DANDY  POTS  *  “SUCKER  PLUCKERS”  ff  VATTEX  MATTING  it 
tt  PROPAGATON  PLATS,  DOMES,  EGGCRATING  tt 

GENOLA  B.  COX  ■  1440-41  Everett  Road,  Eagle  River,  WI  54521  (715)  479-3099 

Visit  our  “growing  family”  in  the  beautiful  Northwoods. 

OPEN  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  4-  CLOSED  Sundays,  Mondays,  and  holidays. 
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CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St. 

/ Hours  by  appointment 

(508)  548-2798  (after  5:00  p.m.) 

•  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 

WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10, 

also  CHIMERAS.  Latest  releases  from  BOONE,  BARBARA  ELKIN,  BILL  FOSTER, 
GRANGER  GARDENS,  PAT  HARRIS,  HORTENSE,  BILL  JOHNSON,  LYONS,  NESS, 

KENT  STORK,  WRANGLERS  and  much  more.  Catalog  $1.00 

Foreign  catalog  $3.00.  Gifts,  Cards, 

Notes  and  Paper  Goods  available. 

PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 

3"-3  1/2"-4"  round  tubs  have  rolled  rims 

SIZE  COLOR  TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

1-1/4"  Wt.  (only)  Thumb  Pol  $ 

1.20 

$  2.75 

$  5.00 

$  9.80 

$  44.50 

2-1/4"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

1.95 

3.60 

6.60 

29.00 

2-1/2"  Gr,  orWt.  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.15 

2.15 

3.90 

7.25 

33.00 

3"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.30 

2.95 

5.25 

9.80 

44.50 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.45 

3.60 

6.60 

12.50 

57.00 

4"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.00 

4.25 

7.90 

14.75 

63.00 

4-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.70 

5.90 

11.40 

20.75 

94.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.00 

27.70 

125.00 

6-1/2"  Gr.  orWl.  Rd.  Tub 

3.80 

8.60 

16.60 

30.50 

132.00 

MINIATURIZING  MIN!  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

1-1/4"  Terracotta 

4.00 

8.00 

14.00 

25.00 

PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 

5"  Gr.  orWt.  2-1/2"  Deep 

2.80 

6.00 

12.00 

22.00 

100.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt.  3-3/4"  Deep 

3.70 

8.75 

14.50 

31.00 

135.00 

7"  Gr.  or  Wt.  4"  Deep 

5.30 

11.75 

25.50 

45.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt.  4"  Deep 

6.00 

14.50 

28.00 

54.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWl. 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

4"  Gr.  orWt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.65 

5.85 

11.10 

20.75 

6"  Gr.  orWt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

4.40 

10.50 

20.00 

38.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 
(recessed  snap-on-lids)  16oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

105.00 

(wicks  not  included)  32  oz 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

170.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green 

100 

500 

1000 

Blue,  Lavender,  Pink 

1.00 

4.75 

7.00 

4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink,  Red,  Yellow 

1.25 

5.75 

10.00 

5"  White,  Lavender. 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2"  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17.00 

PERMANEST  TRAYS  -  Light  Green  -  No  Holes 

1 

6 

12 

25 

50 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

.90 

5.10 

9.75 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.40 

8.00 

15.00 

8"  X  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.50 

8.50 

16.20 

1 1 "  X  22"  X  2-3/4" 

PLASTIC  TRAYS  -  No  Holes 

4.50 

26.00 

49.00 

25-1/2"  X  13-1/2"  X  3-3/16"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.25 

18.50 

35.00 

67.00 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  or  Wt. 

.90 

4.75 

8.75 

18.00 

31.50 

9"  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

20.00 

36.00 

13"  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

r 


NEW 

BIONEEM 

Botanical  Insecticide 
from  the  NEEM  tree. 
Controls  THRIPS 
and  other  insects. 

Trial  size  -  $4.99 
8  oz.  cone.  -  $9.99 
16  oz.  cone.  -  $18.99 
32  oz.  cone.  -  $33.99 


PHYSAN  20 

16  OZ.  =  $5.95 
32  OZ.  -  $9.95 
1  gal.  -  $29.95 

SUPERTHRIVE 

1/2  oz. -$2.29 

1  oz.  -  $3.39 

2  oz.  -  $4.55 
4  oz.  -  $6.39 

DANDY  POTS 

2-1/4"  -4'' 

OYAMA  PLANTERS 
Mini  -2-1/2" 

4"-5"-6" 

BATEMAN’S  BOUNTY  6-2-2 

8  oz.  -  $2.99 
16  oz. -$5.25 

STURDY 

4  oz.  -  $2.99 
8  oz.  -  $5.25 

PLANT  DINNER 
8  oz.  BOUNTY, 

4  oz.  STURDY-h 

Mixer  Dispenser  Bottle 

$6.35 

KEIKIGROW  PLUS 

15  ml  -$21.00 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 

PETER’S  WATER  SOLUBLE  FERTILIZERS 

Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Formula 

Type 

Size  /  Price 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $2.75  each; 

4  oz. 

12  oz. 

3  for  $7.50;  6  for  $1 3.50;  1 2  for  $26.00 

12-36-14 

African  Violet  Special 

$1.25 

$3.25 

1  gal.  (for  large  growers)  $34.00  each. 

5-50-17 

Variegated  Special 

1.25 

3.50 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

15-16-17 

Peal-Lite  Special 

1.25 

3.00 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

4  oz. 

16  oz. 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

20-20-20 

General  Purpose 

1.25 

3.00 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

15-30-15 

House  Plant  Special 

1.25 

3.00 

$3.85  each  -  6/18.00  -  12/34.00  -  24/62.00 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1 .75 

Charcoal 

No.  4  Coarse 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

No.  6  Medium 

1.75 

3.25 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $4.00; 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.50 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.50 

4.50 

Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost  -  $4.00  min. 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 

Long  Fibered  Sphagnum  Moss 

8  qts./$2.75 

Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code 

and  Phone  Number 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  -  a  full  4  feet  wide 

PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 

$2.25  per  running  yard 

-  whole  yard  lengths 
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JoAnne  Martinez 
Cheryl  Hukle 

813-626-6817 


5520  Wilkins  Rd. 
Tampa,  FL  33610 


1-800-771-7421 

Full  line  of  supplies  “■  Oyama  Pots 
African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 
Project  plants  and  sale  plants 
Wholesale  price  list  for  clubs 
Free  catalog 


STANDARDS 

MINIS 

TRAILERS 


MORE  OLDIES  &  NEW  VARIETIES 
’95  CATALOGS  OUT  IN  FEBRUARY 


STREPS 

SUPPLIES 


SUSAN  MILLER 

$1 .50  Refundable  List  Price 

419-875-5194 

By  Appt.  Only 


14240  Mohler  Road 
Liberty  Center,  OH  43532 


ZACA  VISTA  NURSEMY_/yy^ 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIALISTS 

©JUL®©  IFMOMI  TPIHI®  ©MEEMMOlff©® 
WEDNESDAY  thru  SUNDAY  ~  9  a.m.  ^til  5  p.m. 
elosedt  Monday  and  Tuesday 

WE  SHIP  STARTER  PLANTS:  STANDARD,  MINIATURE, 
SEMIMINI  and  TRAILING  AFRICAN  VIOLET  VARIETIES  - 
also  OTHER  GESNERIADS  &  GROWING  SUPPLIES 

SEND  $1.25  (OVERSEAS:  $2.25  U.S.)  FOR  OUR  SUPPLY  LIST 

and 

‘^CUBMENTLY  AVAILABLE  LISTING” 

1190  Alamo  Pintado  Road  -  Solvang,  California  93463 
telephone:  (805)  688-2585 


/4cnec 

Custom  lade  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


YVONNE  ACHEE 

3235  Lockmoor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  75220 
(214)  357-6045 


Greenh 

Standards 


Minis 


Open  9-12  weekdays  or  call  for  appointment 
Send  ^  for  catalog 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27502 

919-362-0530  Fax  919-362-5822 


Hybrid  Tea  Roses  •  Antique  Roses 

African  Violets  •  Gesneriads 
AV Soil  •  Supplies 

bzell  Rose  Nursery 
&  Violet  Boutique 

1995  catalog  $1.00  (refundable) 
Visitors  welcome  by  appointment 


Billy  and  Carolyn  Rozell 

12206  Hwy.31  West 
Tyler,  7)(  75709-9738 


903-595-5137 
Fax:  903-593-7956 


The  Association  for  plant 
&  flower  people  who  grow 
in  hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 


Quarterly  Magazine  •  Growing  &  Maintenance  •  Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues  $15  USA,  $17  Canada,  $18  Overseas 
Sample  magazine  $3 

Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2 
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OVER  800  VARIETIES  Bill  &  Kathryn  Paauwe 

List,  $1.50.  Refundable  45  Third  Street 

1995  List  available  NOW  W.  Sayville,  NY  1 1796 

LEAVES  AND  SOIL  MIX  ONLY  (516)  589-2724 


JUST  ENOUGH  SINNiNGIAS 

Catalog  $2  (with  color  photos  $5) 
Make  check  payable  to  Patti  Schwindt, 
P.O.  Box  560493,  Orlando,  FL  32856. 


NEPTUNE’S  HARVEST: 

Organic  Fish  Fertilizer.  Pleasant  smelling. 
Indoor/Outdoor  use.  Commercially  proven. 
Outperforms  chemicals,  Wholesale/retail. 
1  (800)  259-GROW. 


- — — — ____  midland  violets 

Home  of  the  “NESS”  Hybrids 

Direct  from  the  Hybridizer  to  you! 

1995  RELEASES  -  WE  GROW  ’EM  TO  WIN 

Featuring  corals,  reds,  fantasies,  yellow/white  blends  and  several  exciting  new  chimeras.  Send  $1.00  in  cash 
(refundable  with  order)  for  1995  descriptive  list.  1994  customers  will  receive  a  free  copy.  Some  shipments  may  be 
delayed  slightly,  due  to  the  late  May  date  of  the  convention.  Limited  supply  of  ’95’s.  Please  list  subs. 

Still  available:  All  1994  varieties,  including  a  large  supply  of  Ness’  Satin  Rose,  (semi-mini),  judged  2nd  Best  New  Introduction 
at  the  Denver  Convention.  These  and  many  more,  including  our  whites,  both  standards,  semis  and  minis. 

Don  &  Jean  Ness  •  3667  Midland  Ave.  •  White  Bear  Lake,  MN  55110  •  Call  (612)  429-4109 


“GRANGER  GARDENS^ 
ALL  AMERICAN  HYBRID 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS” 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  BLOOMING  PLANT 

ORDERS  FOR  CLUB  SHOW  SALES 


NEW  FOR  SPRING  ’95:  FANTASY  WONDER  E-30  ITSUKO 
PAINTED  LADY  RASPBERRY  PIXIE  BLEU  LORRAINE  CAMEO  PINK 

NEW  CHIMERAS:  LIN;  sgl.  pink  with  dk.  pink/biue  fantasy  stripe 
RASPBERRY  GLO  STRIPE;  dbl.  pink,  blue  stripe,  raspberry  edge  $12.50  ea. 

RETAILER’S  ASSORTMENT  SPECIALS:  OUR  CHOICE  of  new  and  older  varieties  in 
2hz  pots,  bud  &  bloom,  each  variety  different 


STANDARDS 

MINIS 

CHIMERAS 

plants 

$10.00 

$  9.00 

$19.00 

plants 

$17.50 

$15.00 

$35.00 

plants 

$24.00 

$19.00 

$45.00 

plants 

$29.00 

$22.50 

$52.00 

plants 

$32.50 

$25.00 

$56.25 

plus  $6.00  per  25  plants  ground  UPS 

(Not  valid  with  discount  coupons)  (West  Coast  Air  Mail  add  370  per  plant) 
ASSORTMENTS  CAN  BE  MIXED  AND  MATCHED  FOR  QUANTITY  DISCOUNTS  -  CALL  FOR  DETAILS 
GRANGER  GARDENS  •  1060  Wilbur  Road  •  Medina,  OH  44256  •  Phone  216-239-2349 
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ARE  YOUR  PLANTS 
MISSING  SOMETHING? 

Ordinary  fertilizers  contain  N-P-K  and 
occasionally  some  trace  elements. 

Only  DYNA-GRO  LIQUID  NUTRIENTS 
with  Pro-TeKhm  silicon  supplement, 
supplies  all  6  macro  nutrients  plus  11  trace 
elements  for  complete  plant  nutrition. 
Check  our  label 

WE’VE  GOT  WHAT  IT  TAKES! 

. 

CORPORATION 
The  Nutrition  Solution 
1065  Broadway  •  San  Pablo,  CA  94806 

Call  800  DYNA-GRO 

For  Complete  Information  On 
Our  Award  Winning  Formulas 


^/©LEt^ 

Siij^r 

Miniatures 


Receive  5  Liftle  Jewels®  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  Mini-WelP*^  reservoirs  are  included 
along  with  fertilizer.  These  minis  are  easy  to  grow! 
Teas  Nursery  Co.,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1603,  Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 


1-800-446-7723 


Teas  Catalog 
FREE  to  AVSA 

Light  tubes,  fertilizers,  violet  pots 
including  the  Dandy  Pol®  plus 
orchids,  hibiscus,  plumerias, 
bromeliads,  and  supplies. 


/  - 

FLORALS  OF  FREDERICKS 


Alyce  Droege 


BEST  VARIETIES--YELLOWS  TOO! 

STANDARDS  IN  3”  &  4”  &  LEAVES 

MINIS  CHIRITAS 

TRAILERS  SINNINGIAS 

CHIMERAS  STREPTOCARPUS 

EPISCIAS  Other  GESNERIADS 

COMPLETE  GROWERS  SUPPLIES 

design  supplies-books-pincups  2-3/4”  to  5-1/2” 
bioenergy  plus/fertilizers/spray/soil 
dandy  pots-2  sizes-many  colors 
growing  pots,  oyamas,  hanging  baskets 
beautiful  ceramic  wick  pots  (pat.  pend.) 

6  sizes  -  decorator  colors 

beautiful  handpainted  aprons  &  totes  &  china 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES  -  CATALOGUE  $2.00 


155  SPARTAN  DR. 

■mhhh 

MAITLAND,  FL.  32751 

F/SA 

407  -  339A533 

Tuesday  =  Saturday  10am-6pm 
1-800-771-0899  orders  only 


V  J 


Grow  The  “Miracle”  Companion  Plants! 

2^merican  Q[o?(inia 
and  (jcsneriad  Society 

Membership  includes  a  subscription  to 
The  Gloxinian  magazine  (six  issues)  plus  a 
copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads” 

$20.00  Single  Membership 

Outside  of  the  U.S,  $25.00  in  U.S.  Funds. 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Jimmy  Dates,  Membership  Secretary 
Dept.  AV 

do  Horticulture  Society  of  New  York 
128  W.  58th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  10019 
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LES  VIOLEHES  NATALIA 

P.O.  Box  206.  Beecher  Falls,  VT  05902-0206  USA 
124  ch.  Grapes,  Sawyerville,  QC  JOB  3A0  Canada 
(819)  889-3235 

NORTH  AMERICA’S  LARGEST  SELECTION 
OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  AND  GESNERIADS 

Offering  you  a  superior  selection  of  the  most  Popular  and  Award  Winning  Violets! 

Try  These  Beautiful  NEW  INTRODUCTIONS  FOR  1995  By  Leading  Canadian  Hybridizers: 

Natalia’s:  CORAL  ROCH  -  CHERRY  PARFAIT  -  EXTRAVAGANTE  -  LOIS  RUSH  - 
MOUSTACHE  -  MEAT  COVE 

J.  Bell:  JEANIE’S  PET  -  DONNA  MARIE  -  SANDY  KIERSTEAD  -  SUSAN  BROOKS 
A.  Adams:  COPPELIA  -  CORONA  -  CURLINA  -  FUN  AND  JOY  -  TWICE  AS  NICE 
Y.  Decelles:  BOUQUET  -  OBSESSION  -  SERENADE 

Y.  Lambert:  VON’S  CHRISTMAS  TOY  -  VON’S  CHERUB  -  VON’S  SIMPLE  SIMON  - 
VON’S  BABY  JAY  -  VON’S  SMALL  GIFT 
6.  Durand:  NEW  BORN  -  SILK  TAFFETA 
L.  Laufer:  CARALIL’S  DREAM  SPEAKER  -  CARALIL’S  DANCER 

NEW  AND  OLDER  VARIETIES  BY  POPULAR  U.S.  HYBRIDIZERS: 


Blansit  -  Boone  -  Munk;  Robinson  -  Pittman  -  Smith  -  Swift  -  Lyon  Greenhouses  - 
Granger  Gardens  -  E.  Adams’-  Gehr  -  Bryant  -  Johnson  -  Wasmund  -  Burns  -  Stork  -  R.  Cox  • 

Champion  -  Maas 

YELLOW  VIOLET  VARIETIES  BY:  Blansit  -  Sorano  -  Gehr  -  Pittman 

Also  a  wonderful  selection  of  CHIMERAS  -  TRAILERS  -  SAINTPAULIA  SPECIES 

OVER  700  HYBRID  AND  SPECIE  GESNERIADS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

Miniature  Sinningia  -  Episcia  -  Streptocarpus  -  Columnea  -  Chirita  -  Aeschynanthus  - 

Achimenes  -  Kohleria 

Terrarium  Plants  &  Fragrant  Flowering  Plants 
Wholesale  pricing  -  Club  discounts  -  Project  plants 

Don’t  delay!  Order  our  60  page  mail  order  catalogue  today! 

U.S.  &  Canada  $2.50  /  Overseas  $5.00 

VISIT  OUR  GREENHOUSE  OPEN  10:00  to  5:00  Tuesday  through  Sunday 
124  ch.  Grapes,  Sawyerville,  Quebec 

WE  SHIP  INTERNATIONALLY 
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Completing 

the 

,:?€vclg, 

A  ■*^4  A  A®/  cn.  ot  Ae'T’j#^  ^ 


100%  RECYCLED  PLASTiC 
FROM  BLUEBERRY  PLASTIC  •. 


HOUSE  AND  GARDEN  PRODUCTS 


*  DacGratiwe  Flower  Pots 

*  Watering  Cans  for  All  Ages 

*  Garden  Tools 

*  Sprayer  Misters 


*  ’’Earth  Morsels" 

*  Organic  Potting  Soil 

*  Seed  Jars 

*  "Blueberry  Beads" 


and  more. 


Your  plants  will  Iowa  these  high-quality  house  and  garden 
products  made  from  100%  post-consumer  recycled  plastics 
and  organics.  Your  pocketbook  will  like  the  prices. 


IbRASHER’s  Ceramics 

Two-Piece  Duncan  “VIOLET’  Pots 

COLOR:  White  Only  -  Satin  or  Gloss  Finish 

303-421-3269 

SIZE  AND  PRICE  PER  ITEM 

Sandra  Jo  Thrasher 

3"  Pot  -  $  9.95 

5230  Garrison  Street 

3-1/2"  Pot  -  $12.75 

Townhome  Number  One 

4"  Pot  -  $15.55 

Arvada,  CO  80002 

**  $2.00  S&H/Per  Item** 

ALICE’S  VIOLET  ROOM 


Violets  by  Munk,  Kents,  Hortense’s  Honeys,  Gehr, 
Lyon,  Champion,  Croteau,  Wasche  and  Cox. 
Also  several  yellows. 

Send  a  business  size  seif-addressed  and  stamped 
envelope  for  1995  catalog.  Watch  for  my  ad  in  the 
IVlay-June  issue  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine. 

ALICE  PITTIVIAN 

129  Zeigenbein  Road 
Waynesville,  MO  65583 
Phone:  314-336-47i3 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 
are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  Violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ’round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  Journal. 

fHE  CRYPrANTHUS  SOCIETY 

3629  Bordeaux  Court  •  Arlington,  Texas  76016 


PLEASANT  HILL  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

Route  1,  Box  73  •  Brenham,  Texas  77833 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 

We  have  excellent  varieties  on  our  list,  including  new 
miniatures,  standards,  a  few  trailers,  “cousins”,  and  supplies. 

Our  1995  list,  which  supersedes  all  previous  lists,  is 
available  for  $1.50  ($  or  stamps).  Shipping  will  begin  end  of  April. 


OUR  SPECIALS  FOR  SPRING  ARE; 

18  leaves,  all  NEW  varieties 
18  leaves,  New/Previous  varieties 
12  leaves,  Hortense  Honey’s 
50  leaves,  New/Previous  varieties 
10  assorted  gesneriad  cuttings 
10  Episcia  stolens 

Beginner’s  Special,  8  plants,  MY  CHOICE 


$19.95  ppd 
$16.95  ppd 
$13.95  ppd 
$26.95  ppd 
$14.95  ppd 
$15.95  ppd 
$24.95  ppd 


Although  the  choice  is  ours  on  above  specials,  please  specify  your 
preference  for  miniatures  or  standard  varieties. 

PRICES  INCLUDE  PRIORITY  SHIPPING.  IF  YOU  PREFER  UPS 

2.N.D  DAY  AIR.  PLEASE  ADD  $3.50. 

DOTTIE  WILSOJTS_SPECIAL  SHOW  PLANT  POTTING  SOIL 

$2,95/4  qts*  (*Please  include  $4.00  for  postage.  Orders  of  more 
than  12  qts.  include  additional  50C/4  qts.  ordered.  Thanks.) 

6%  service  charge  on  charge  orders. 

Texans,  please  add  7-3/4%  sales  tax. 


JIIVI  WILDiVIAN 

133  Rosemonf  Drive 
Syracuse,  NY  13205 

Specializing  in  Minis  &  Trailers 
Shipping  April  1st  ■  Oct.  15th 
African  Violet  Leaves 
&  Related  Supplies 


Send  $1 .00  for  list  -  $.50  credited  with  order 
Visitors  Welcome  By  Appointment 
Telephone  -  315-492-2562 

SPRING  SPECIALS 

12  leaves,  my  choice  -  $14.00  postage  paid 
24  leaves,  my  choice  -  $25.00  postage  paid 
48  leaves,  my  choice  -  $45.00  postage  paid 
12  plants,  my  choice  -  $35.50  postage  paid 

April  /  IVlay  /  June  extra  1 0%  discount  on  supplies 
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COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS 

OS  PLASTIC 

hdkit  Pots 

“THEY’RE  SHORT  ’N  SQUAT!!’’ 


FINEST  QUALITY  -  BEST  PRICES! 


25  -  3V2" 

10-472" 

50  -  4" 

25  -  5" 

100-3" 

$3.00 

$1.70 

$6.00 

$5.00 

$9.00 

LOTS  OF  OTHER  THINGS.  TOO! 

SCHULTZ  10-60-10  WHITMIRE  KELTHANE 

“Bloom  Plus”  PT1300, 16oz.$10  8oz. 

10  oz.- $3.00  PT1200, 16oz.$10  $9.95 

Smd  it.  00  for  ou  mmt  Suppltj  Cntdop! 
Citmc  MfW'dtmp  Coitdms  ■  Cdtdlop  (L  00. 

MINIMUM  SHIPPING  CHARGE  NOW  $5.00 

COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS  N  THINGS 

LOIS  &  ED  HOLST 
P.O.Box  4871  •  Macon.  GA  31208 
(912)  743-4720 


Haire  aWoiM 
of  Qrdiids 
at  Your 
Fingertips! 

Join  the  American 
Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating  world 
of  orchids  each  month  when  you 
become  a  member  of  the  American 
Orchid  Society.  Your  journey  begins  when  you  open  the 
American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to  pages  filled  with 
priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid  culture  accompanied 
by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid  photographs.  A  special 
advertising  section  helps  locate  sources  of  orchid  plants, 
supplies,  items  from  the  AOS  Book  Department  and 
whatever  else  is  needed  to  become  a  successful  grower. 
Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to  your 
fingertips.  Please  write  or  call  for  a  free,  four-color 
membership  brochure  and  let  the  journey  begin. 

American  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 
6000  South  Olive  Avenue  •  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 

(407)  585-8666 


I 


Tiavis^iolet& 

P.  O.  BOX  42  •  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 

2  FREE  VIOLETS 


Phone  1-912-574-5167  (DAY) 

1-912-574-5236  (NIGHT) 


Order  now  before  May  1,  1995  and  get  2  FREE  Violets  of  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  special  is  10  Plants. 
Order  from  this  ad  or  any  of  the  300  varieties  in  our  new  1995  Catalog.  Send  $1.00. 

SOME  OF  THE  NEW  VARIETIES  WE  HAVE  TO  OFFER: 


1995  HORTENSE’S  HONEYS 

MINI  AND  SEMIMINI 

"YELLOW”  VIOLETS 

6. 

SMOKEY  EMERALD 

24.  ICE  QUEEN 

STANDARDS 

1. 

BLUE  BLEND 

1. 

ALAMO  GOLD 

7. 

STORMY  MONDAY 

25.  MIDNIGHT  TWIST 

1.  ALAMO  AFTERGLOW 

2. 

ETHEL  TWIFORD 

2, 

GOLDEN  CHILD 

8. 

CORAL  CRUNCH 

26.  NANCY  LEIGH 

2.  ALAMO  ANGEL 

3. 

FIESTA  FRILLS 

3. 

GOLDEN  NUGGET 

9. 

GINGER  SNAP 

27.  SILVER  SEAS 

3.  ALAMO  BEACON 

4. 

FROSTY  FUN 

4. 

GOLDEN  TOUCH 

10. 

MIRAGE 

28.  SMOKEY  ECHOES 

4.  ALAMO  CLOUDS 

5. 

LAVENDER  IMP 

5. 

LEMON  COOKIE 

11. 

PINK  CRUSH 

29.  SPRING  ROMANCE 

5.  ALAMO  DEVIL 

6. 

LAVENDER  RAGE 

6. 

MOON  GOLD 

12. 

PINK  JADE 

6.  ALAMO  GUSTO 

7. 

MISS  BLISS 

7. 

MOONLIGHT  RAYS 

13. 

STRAWBERRY  FLIRT 

MINI  AND  SEMIMINI 

7.  ALAMO  MIDNIGHT 

8. 

PETITE  FANTASY 

8. 

TEXAS  BUTTERCUP 

14. 

STRAWBERRY  MIST 

1.  CALICO  SUNSET 

8.  ALAMO  STRANGER 

9. 

PETITE  TART 

9. 

TEXAS  GOLD 

15. 

SUMMER  CORAL 

2.  ICE  PRINCESS 

9.  ALAMO  SUNSET 

10. 

PINK  SKIES 

10. 

TEXAS  SUNSHINE 

16. 

VINTAGE  GOWN 

3.  PEPPERMINT  DOLL 

10.  ALAMO  WONDER 

1 1. 

RED  BANDITO 

17. 

CHERRIES  N'  CREAM 

4.  PERSIAN  DOLL 

11.  MARVIN  RUNYON 

12. 

ROSE  SPLASH 

1994  LYONS  -  STANDARDS 

18. 

FROSTED  FLAMES 

5.  PERSIAN  LACE 

12.  PEGGY  RIOS 

13. 

SPRING  PEACH 

1. 

BLACKBERRY  JAM 

19. 

GOLDEN  RUBIES 

6.  PERSIAN  LULLABY 

13.  SIGNA  KAPPA 

14. 

TEXAS  TEEN 

2. 

GALACTIC  STORM 

20. 

HOT  SPOT 

7.  PERSIAN  PRINCE 

15. 

TOUCHABLE 

3. 

ISLAND  WATERS 

21. 

RED  ROBE 

8.  PINK  DOVE 

4. 

MIDNIGHT  WAVES 

22. 

VINTAGE  WINE 

9.  PIXIE  STARDUST 

5. 

RISING  TIDE 

23. 

EASTER  CANDY 

10.  PIXIE  STORM 

ALSO  LYONS  1993  VARIETIES  AND  OUR  OWN  HYBRIDS  &  OTHER  NEW  RELEASES:  Please  list  a  few  substitutes  to  help  rush  orders. 

1995  Plants  -  $3.50  ea,  all  others  $3.00  ea.  Yellow  Violets  -  $15.00  ea.  Please  add  $6.00  or  15%,  whichever  is  greater  for  First  Class  Shipping.  Shipping  starts  April  1st  -  Weather  permitting. 
Orders  shipped  in  order  received.  Greenhouse  open  7  days  a  week,  please  call  first.  Commercial  Member:  AVSA,  Dixie,  GSN,  GSAVC.  GAVS.  State  Inspected. 
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Now— Bimonthly! 


Each  colorful  issue  offers  ideas  and  discoveries  of  today's  lx;st 
indtX)T  gardeners  Features  share  secrets  and  tips  on  growing  healthy 
plants,  take  you  to  exotic  countries  of  origin  and  lead  you  through 
plant-filled  journeys  back  to  your  living  room.  Discover  fantastic 
Plants  &  Places,  visit  enticing  greenhouses,  read  about  our  plant 
scK'ieties  and  learn  alx)ut  the  latest  offerings  in  Plants  &  Products. 


Sample  Copy: 

$5.""  United  State.s 
$6.“  Canada  &  Mexico 
$7.“  Overseas 

WV  residents  must  add  6%  Sales  tax. 


Name 


Address 


City- 


State 


Zip 


Q  1  Year  -  Regular  Rate:  $22.(X)  —  AVSA.  SpecM  $19.95 

Canada  &  Mexico  $27.00A''ear  —  AVSA  Special  $24.95 
Overseas  $31. 00/Year  —  AVSA  Special  $29.95 

□  Payment  Enclosed  QMC  QVISA 

Credit  Card  * - 


Signature . 


-  Exp.  Date . 


HousePlant  Magazine  •  P.O.  Box  1638-AV  •  Elkins,  WV  26241-1638 


If  You  are  Outside 
THE  Continental 
United  States, 
Please 

Remit  by  Bank  Draft 
IN  U.S.  Funds 
ON  A  U.S.  Bank  or  by 
International  Money 
Order  in  U.S.  Funds 
to:  HousePlant 
Magazine,  Elkins  WV 
26241  U.S.A. 


WV  residents  must 
ADD  6%  Sales  tax. 


C  reiUt  Card  tJrtlers  May  CmU  (iitOO)  HOiJ-7594 
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\\mi  BEAUTIFUL 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


Assortments 

Leaves 

Starters 

10  Standard 

6.95 

21.95 

10  Miniature 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Semiminiature 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Trailers 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Mixed 

5.95 

19.95 

10  mixes/all  new 

7.95 

24.95 

NO  MORE  DUPLICATE  PLANTS  OR  LEAVES 
We  are  now  offering  a  new  service  to  our  customers.  With  your  first  order,  send 
us  a  list  of  stock  numbers  from  our  catalogue  for  varieties  you  already  have,  or 
do  not  wish  to  receive.  Our  computer  will  automatically  exclude  these  varieties 
from  any  order  we  send  to  you,  including  assortments.  You  may  also  update 
your  list  of  stock  number  with  each  order.  We  can  only  provide  this  service 
through  the  use  of  our  stock  numbers-please  do  not  send  us  a  list  of  the  names 
of  your  plants.  Send  $1  for  our  catalogue,  or  receive  it  free  with  your  first 
purchase.  Pat’s  choice  only  on  assortments.  With  each  $25  of  merchandise 
ordered,  including  supplies,  you  will  receive  a  FREE  YELLOW  OR  CHIMERA 
STARTER  PLANT.  Please  give  us  several  choices  for  your  free  plant.  We  will  honor 
your  request  if  possible.  Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $15  plus  shipping. 
Packing  and  shipping  $5  regular  UPS  or  $7  for  UPS  2nd  day  air  plus  .25  per 
plant  after  the  first  10  plants,  .10  per  leaf  after  the  first  10  leaves.  Make  checks 
payable  to:  DUNLAP  ENTERPRISES,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO  63050 


MICRO-MINI  POTS 
“N  E  W” 

COLOR  &  PRICES 

WHITE  &  TERRA  COTTA 

FREE  SHIPPING  ON  FULL  CASES. 

1-1/4"  MICRO  MINI  POT  2000  per  Case  2000/$1 00 
MICRO  MINI  POT  SAUCER  3000  per  Case  3000/$1 50 

FREE  SHIPPING  on  Full  Case  Purchases  of  MICRO  MINI 
POTS  &  SAUCERS.  Add  $2.00  per  Case  Handling  Fee.  NY 
State  Customers  add  8%  Sales  Tax  to  this  total.  Allow  4 
weeks  for  delivery. 

PLANT  COLLECTIBLES 

103  KENVIEW  AVE.,  DEPT.  AV,  BUFFALO,  NY  14217 
(716)  875-1221 

TOP  QUALITY  SUPPLIES  -  LOW  PRICES  -  EAST  SERVICE 

Catalog  features  lOO's  of  products  for  your  Violet  needs. 

POTS..  POTS..  POTS. ..(ALL  SIZES  &  COLORS),  MICRO-MINI 
POTS,  MINI  WELLS,  RESERVOIRS  (ALL  COLORS),  SAUCERS, 
HANGING  POTS,  MARKERS,  HUMIDITY  DOMES,  FLATS  & 
INSERTS,  INDOOR  WATERING  HOSES  &  MUCH  MORE. 
WHOLESALE  &  RETAIL.  PROUD  TO  BE  YOUR  OS  PLASTIC 
WHOLESALE  DISTRIBUTOR.  INDIVIDUALS  &  CLUBS 
ENCOURAGED  TO  BUY  FULL  CASES  AT  WHOLESALE  PRICES 

FULL  LINE  OF  PLANT  STANDS, 

LIGHT  FIXTURES  &  ACCESSORIES. 

CATALOG  FREE  -  Send  2  Stamps  for  Postage. 


Why  not  become  a  member  of  the 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
OF  CANADA 
and  receive  CHATTER,  its 
quarterly  publication? 

A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growing  and  showing  of  African 
violets  and  Gesneriads.  USA/International  membership  $14.00. 

Please  send  your  check  or  money  order  to: 

Mrs.  P.J.  Scanlan, 

1573  Arbordale  Ave. 

Victoria,  B.C.  V8N  5J1, 

Canada. 


<*> 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  LEAF  SUPPORTS 

5  Sizes 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 
9"&12"  fit  up  to  5"  pot 
15"&18"  tit  up  to  8"  pot 

made  of  leaf-green  plastic,  fit  any  type  of  pots 
send  stamped,  addressed,  long  envelope 
for  price  list  and  current  shipping  charges 

J  F  INDUSTRIES 

Route  4  Box  309-1 ,  Pryor,  OK  74361 
1-918-434-6768 


JUDY’S  VIOLETS 

Newest  varieties  from 
Burns,  R.  Cox,  Gehr,  Lyons,  A.  Miller, 

Munk’s  “Apaches,”  Ness,  Robs,  Stork  and  others. 

Also  featuring  plants  from  Boone,  Fredette,  Johnson 
and  Canadian  hybridizers  Croteau,  Decelles 
and  Tremblay,  plus  many  older  favorites 

1 995  Catalog  $1 .00  Ready  around  March  1 

Automatically  sent  to  1994  customers 
Sorry,  no  foreign  shipping 

9  Grader  Drive  314-997-2859 

Creve  Coeur,  MO  63146  St.  Louis  area 

Visitors  wiecome  by  appointment 
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PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS  (Standards,  Tubs,  Squares) 

Inch 

Number  of  Pots 

Size 

Color 

Type 

10 

20 

50 

100 

500 

2 

Wh/Gr 

RS 

$  .90 

$1.75 

$  4.00 

$  6.75 

$  29.00 

2-1/8 

WhTerraCotta  RT 

.90 

1.75 

4.00 

6.75 

29.00 

2-1/4 

Wh 

RS  or  SQ 

1.30 

2.20 

4.65 

8.50 

34.00 

2-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.50 

2.50 

5.50 

9.50 

39.00 

3 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

1.80 

3.30 

7.50 

13.50 

57.50 

3-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  SQ 

2.10 

3.75 

8.50 

15.50 

67.50 

4 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.50 

4.50 

10.00 

18.00 

78.00 

4-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.70 

5.00 

11.00 

20.00 

88.00 

5 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

3.25 

5.80 

13.50 

25.00 

110.00 

6 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

4.00 

6.50 

16.00 

31.50 

135.00 

6-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT 

4.50 

8.25 

18.50 

33.50 

150.00 

NOTE: 

Good  rolled  rims  on  3",  3-1/2",  &  4 

Round  Tubs 

RS:  ht. 

=  width  /  RT :  ht.  =  3/4  width  /  SQ  &  RS:  same  volume 

PLASTIC  PAN  POTS  shallow  depth  about  1/2  top  diam 


Size 

Color 

10 

20 

50 

100 

250 

5“ 

Wh/Gr 

$3.30 

$  6.25 

$14.50 

$25.50 

$  58.00 

6" 

Wh/Gr 

4.00 

7.75 

18.00 

33.50 

78.00 

6.5" 

Wh/Gr 

4.25 

8.25 

19.25 

36.25 

88.00 

8" 

Wh/Gr 

6.40 

12.00 

28.00 

54.00 

129.00 

10" 

Wh/Gr 

9.90 

18.75 

45.00 

85.50 

208.00 

Snap-on  saucers  available  -  listed  in  catalog 


WATER  RESERVOIRS  -  (see  through)  for  WICK-WATERING 


Volume  Size  20 

8oz.  (4"w.  X  1-3/4"h.)  $8.00 

16  oz.  (4"w.  X  3"h.)  8.00 

32  oz.  (5-1/4"w  X  3-3/8"h.)  12.50 


1/2  price  for  containers  OR  lids  only. 
Wicks  not  supplied. 


50 

100 

500 

$18.50 

$34.00 

$140.00 

18.50 

34.00 

140.00 

28.00 

52.00 

200.00 

LEAF  SUPPORTS  -  J.  F.  INDUSTRIES 

SIZE 

3 

10 

25 

/X  ^  si 

s.  6"  fits  up  to  3“  pot 

$2.75 

$  8.00 

$18.00 

j  9"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

3.25 

9.50 

21.00 

1 2"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

4.00 

11.00 

23.75 

15"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

6.25 

17.75 

37.50 

1 8"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

7.00 

20.00 

41.00 

SEND  ORDERS  TO  /  REQUEST  CATALOGS  FROM: 
THE  VIOLET  HOUSE,  Dept.  AV 
P.  O.  Box  1274  •  Gainesville,  FL  32602 
or  Telephone  FREE 
1  -800-377-8466 


Shipping  &  Handling  Charges: 

United  Parcel  Service  to  EASTERN, 

MIDWESTERN  &  SOUTHERN  STATES  .  .  .  $4.25 
to  WEST  (MN,  ND,  SD,  NE,  CO,  NM,  AZ,  UT, 

WY,  ID,  MT,  WA,  OR,  NV,  CA)  .  .  .  $4.50 
U.  S.  Mail  (AIR  OR  SURFACE) 

&  ALL  OTHER  AREAS  ......  ACTUAL  COST 


SOMETHING 
NEW 

HAS  BEEN 
ADDED. 

We  have  added  a  very  nice  line  of  gift  cards 
to  our  operation.  No  fancies,  no  gimmicks, 
no  Christmas  cards,  just  greeting  cards. 

Standard  grade  - 12  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $4.95 
Deluxe  grade  -  14  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $8.95 

Assorted  cards  -  12  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $5.95 

If  you  know  someone  who  wants  to  add  something  beautiful  to 
their  gift  shop,  please  contact  us. 


TOLL  FREE:  1-800-377-8466 


POTTING  MATERIALS  (Max.  of  8  gal 

for  one  SHIPPING 

CHARGE  -  for  each  additional  gallon  add 

$.50  to  shipping) 

VIOLET  HOUSE  SOILLESS  MIX 

2  gal. 

$3.25 

A  mix  of  peat,  perlite,  vermiculite 

lime  &  minimum  amt.  fertilizer. 

FINE  SEEDLING  MIX 

2  gal. 

3.25 

like  VH  Mix,  but  fine  vermiculite  and  no 

fertilizer 

PERLITE  -  aerates  soil 

1  gal. 

1.75 

VERMICULITE  -  holds  moisture 

1  gal. 

1.75 

CANADIAN  PEAT  -  milled 

2  gal. 

2.75 

DOLOMITE  LIME  -  sweetens  mix 

1  lb. 

1.30 

CHARCOAL  -  keeps  mix  sweet 

12  oz. 

1.75 

PETER’S  FERTILIZER 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIAL  (12-36-14) 

12  oz. 

$3.25 

VARIEGATE  SPECIAL  (5-50-17) 

12  oz. 

3.50 

BLOSSOM  BOOSTER  (10-30-20) 

16  oz. 

2.75 

PEAT-LITE  (15-16-17) 

12  oz. 

3.00 

SEEDS 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SEEDS  -  NADEAU 
Grow  unique,  beautiful  African  Violets 
#1  Standard;  #2  Mini;  #3  Variegate;  or  #4  Trailers 
KIT  -  each:  100  seeds,  instructions,  soilpellets, 

&  container  for  germinating . $5.75 


PESTICIDE 

KNOX-OUT  (PT1500A)  aerosol  spray . 16  oz.  $6.95 

SCHULTZ-INSTANT  Insect  pump;  Pyrethrin . 12  oz.  $4.25 

SYSTEMIC  GRANULES .  8  oz.  $4.75 

SAFERS  SOAP,  Ready  to  use .  8  oz.  $3.25 

SAFERS  SOAP  CONCENTRATE .  8  oz.  $4.75 

MALATHION-50 .  8  oz.  $4.30 


OUR  NEW  MANAGEMENT  POLICY: 

AS  OF  OCTOBER  1 ,  1 994,  FOR  YOUR 
CONVENIENCE  AND  SATISFACTION  -  We  have 
installed  a  FREE  800  phone  number  -  1-800-377- 
8466  and  will  accept  VISA  and  Master  Card  payment. 

THE  J.D.  RICE  FAMILY  ARE  THE  NEW  VIOLET 
HOUSE  OWNERS. 
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Mon  -  Sat  10-5 
closed  Sun  &  Tues 

THE  VIOLET  SHOWCASE 

since  1969 

3147  South  Broadway  Dept  AV  Englewood,  Colorado  80110 

For  1 995  we  offer  the  following 

GRANGER  GARDENS 

145  FANTASY  MAKER 

MUNK 

PITTMAN 

507  RED  MT.  FUJI 

varieties  as  starter  plants  or  as  leaf 

(Eyerdom) 

194  FROSTED  FLAMES 

338  APACHE  BANDIT 

164  ALAMO  SPLASHY 

508  THE  ALPS 

cuttings  (no  cuttings  on  chimeral 

98 

BLEU  LORRAINE 

116  GALATIC  STORM 

308  APACHE  BLANKET 

199  ALAMO  GLORY 

types).  Prices  are  as  follows: 

159 

FIREHOUSE 

132  GOLDEN  GLOW 

352  APACHE  CHARMER 

TRAILERS 

Starter  plants:  $3.50  ea. 

126 

JUNE  ROSE 

160  GOLDEN  RUBIES 

358  APACHE  CREATION 

STORK 

452  CHAMPAGNE  PINK 

(unless  marked  otherwise); 

82 

MISTY  CLOUD 

130  GOLDEN  THREADS 

323  APACHE  DIAMOND 

170  ARAPHOE 

457  CIRELA 

Leaf  cuttings:  $1.25  ea. 

113 

MISTY  FROST 

106  HOT  PANTS 

325  APACHE  FANFARE 

329  CEREMONIAL  DANCE 

451  DEER  PATH 

169 

RASPBERRY  PIXIE 

158  HOTSPOT 

345  APACHE  PRIMROSE 

154  GERONIMO 

450  FORGET  ME  NOT 

BLANSIT 

135 

ROYAL  BRIDE 

192  ICE  QUEEN 

356  APACHE  SHOWOFF 

216  GHOST  DANCE 

403  GLinER  FOUNTAIN 

189  HEAVENLY  DAWN 

151 

SEA  NYMPH 

129  LEMON  WHIP 

353  APACHE  SUNBURST 

165  GREAT  BIG  HUG 

404  MAGIC  FOUNTAIN 

220  MAJESTY 

100 

SHIMADO  SUNSET 

80  MIDNIGHT  STARDUST 

331  APACHE  THUNDERBOLT 

119  MEDICINEMAN 

453  PIXIE  BLUE 

147 

TWILIGHT  HALO 

107  MIDNIGHT  SUN 

311  APACHE  WARBONNET 

319  POWWOW 

BOONE 

86 

WHITE  LACE 

204  MIDNIGHT  TWIST 

181  AUSTEN'S  LOVE 

139  PUEBLO 

OTHERS 

354  JEALOUS  HALO 

218 

WHITE  PUFF 

134  MIDNIGHT  WAVES 

75  ELSIE  MARIE 

148  SANCTUARY 

92  BORNEO 

346  MINDIMORN 

115  MIRAGE 

60  RODEO  BONANZA 

267  SEDONA 

112  CANADIAN  SUNSET 

78  RUFFLED  SKIES 

JOHNSON 

221  PINK  JADE 

127  RODEO  DAZZLER 

235  TOMAHAWK 

188  EMILY  PLASSE 

240 

CANDY  SWIRLS 

179  PINK  CRUSH 

357  KATHE  DENISE 

FREDEnE 

237 

FAVORITE  CHILD 

131  PLAYFUL  DREAMER 

NESS 

SWIFT 

322  LOVE  APPLE 

52  DESIGNER  SILK 

213 

INTERNATIONAL 

133  PURPLE  PASSION 

342  NESS' CANDY  PINK 

137  FRENCH  LILAC 

351  LUCKY  LUCILLE 

96  LOVE  IS  BLUE 

61 

MIDNIGHT  FLAME 

152  RED  ROBE 

121  NESS' CHERRY  SMOKE 

197  ORCHID  PUFF 

174  MAGGIE  LEE 

74  SNOW  DAZZLER 

205 

MIGHTY  FINE 

150  RISING  TIDE 

324  NESS' CORAL  SUNSET 

85  RAINB.  QUIET  RIOT 

248 

ODE  TO  BEAUTY 

232  SHIMMER  FROST 

157  NESS' DANCING  BELLE 

WILLIAMS 

108  ROUGE  BAISER 

GEHR 

128 

RASPBERRY  CRISP 

190  SILVER 'N' GOLD 

95  NESS'  DANCING  EYES 

111  S.C.  ANTIQUE  LACE 

349  BLEUBERI  SUNDAE 

207  SILVER  SEAS 

101  NESS' FROSTED  FRECKLES 

55  S.C.  FANTASY  BUTTERFLY 

PLUS  MORE  Including  38  minis 

143  CAPE  CORAL 

Lyon/SORANO 

215  STRAWBERRY  FLIRT 

180  NESS' GLITTER  LACE 

+  semi-minis  and  7  selected 

374  LADY  HAWK 

65 

ANASTASIA 

196  STRAWBERRY  MIST 

84  NESS'  HAPPY  FRECKLES 

PfNWHELL  TYPES 

companion  gesneriads.  All  fully 

81  PIRATE'S  TREASURE 

156 

CHERRIES 'N'  CREAM 

136  SUMMER  CORAL 

191  NESS' LACY  SNOWFLAKE 

(Chimerrals:  $10.00  each) 

described  in  our  plant  list.  See 

223  ROYAL  CHILD 

175 

CINNAMON  CANDY 

231  VICTORIAN  VELVET 

222  NESS'  NIGHT  LIFE 

511  CHARL 

below.  VIOLETS  and  selected 

163  SCARLET  MACAW 

360 

CINNAMON  GIRL 

343  NESS'  NORTHERN  LIGHTS 

504  EMERALD  LOVE  SPORT 

orchids  are  all  we  do  -  Full 

304  SPECIAL  EFFECTS 

105 

CINNAMON  RUFFLES 

350  NESS'  SASSY  LASSY 

502  KIWI  DAZZLE 

Time.  Douglas  +  Barbara 

146  TULA 

348 

CORAL  CRUNCH 

182  NESS' VIKING  FROST 

501  LOVE  FANCY 

Crispin,  owners  &  growers. 

321  ZODIAC 

91 

FALL  COLORS 

217  NESS' WHITE  BEAR 

510  MOONBEAMS 

Prices:  Starter  plants  $3.50  ea.  (unless  marked  otherwise);  Leaf  Cuttings  $1.25  ea.  Minimum  order  3  plants  or  8  leaf  cuttings.  Packing/Shipping  charges  via  Priority 
Mail:  up  to  9  plants  (or  18  leaves):  $5.00;  Ten  - 16  plants  (or  19  -  32  leaves):  $6.00;  Seventeen  -  25  plants  (or  33  -  50  leaves):  $7.00.  Packing/Shipping  charges  via 

UPS  2nd  Day  Air:  $10  for  up  to  16  plants  (or  32  leaves);  $20  for  over  16  plants  (or  32  leaves).  We  ship  May  thru  Oct.  weather  permitting.  PLEASE  LIST  A  FEW 
SUBSTITUTES.  THIS  IS  OUR  ONLY  POLICY.  You  will  receive  a  post  card  prior  to  shipping.  Please  use  variety  name  and  number  when  ordering.  Send  for  our  free  30 
page  violet  supplies  catalog/descriptive  plant  list.  Clubs/large  scale  growers  ask  for  discount  bulk  list  with  your  catalog/list.  Fax  (303)  762-1 808.  Thank  You. 

MIGHTY  MINIS 

7318  Sahara  Court 
Sacramento,  CA  95828 
(916)  421-7284 

SPRING  SPECIAL 

1 0  pr.  Western  Variety  leaves 
$15.00  postpaid 

NEW  FOR  SPRING!!! 

Blue  Owl,  Outer  Limits,  Marion  Starr, 
Blue  Bustle,  All  Dates  wasp  varieties. 
Chikita,  La  Traviata,  O.  Candida,  Mimi, 
from  this  greenhouse,  and  many  others 
from  various  hybridizers. 

LIST  $2.00  refundable. 

Come  see  us  when  you  are  m  the  area. 


REMEMBER! 

Write  for  Lyons  color  catalog ...  TODAY!!! 

Our  1995  releases  are  real  beauties 
and  we  know  you  11  agree! 

You  can ’t  go  wrong  with  varieties  such  as: 

PASTEL  SUMMER,  BLUE  MINK,  TROPICAL 
SHERBET,  VICTORIAN  ANGEL,  LIME  TAEEY, 
IVORY  SHADOWS,  PINK  QUILT,  BLUSHING 
BRIDE,  BANANA  SPLIT,  ELASHBACK, 
LITTLE  LEXIE,  SWING  KID,  GOLD  COINS, 
LIL  RICH  GIRL,  COOKIE  MAN  and 
JUNE  BUG  ...  to  name  a  few!!! 

Send  $3.00  ($6.00  International)  for  a  copy  of 
our  1995 full  color,  mail  order  catalog,  listing 
these  varieties  and  many  more  of  our  newest 
releases  as  well  as  many  of  our  ‘older  favorites’! 

LYNDON  LYON 
GREENHOUSES,  INC 

14  Mutchler  Street,  Dept.  AV,  Dolgeville,  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!”  Quality  hybrids  since  1954 
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Rob's 

Mini-o-lels 


African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 


ZOWIE! 

LOOK  AT  WHAT’S 
NEW  FOR  1995! 

Available  now  for  shipping 
only  from  Rob’s  Mini-o-lets 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


ROB’S  ALBATROSS:  Loads  of  huge  dbl.  stars  of  white  and  blue 
held  nicely  above  quilted,  med.  green  foliage;  striking  semimini 
ROB’S  CATCH  IVIE:  Fluffy  triple  blooms  of  deep  pink,  dotted 
throughout  w/dark  rose;  perfect  dark  foliage;  very  profuse  semimini 
ROB’S  CATERPILLAR:  Mounds  of  lovely  sdbl.  white  buttercup 
blooms  w/green  edges  and  pink  center;  nice  TL  var.  foliage; 
semimini 

ROB’S  CHERRY  SODA;  Sdbl.  light  rose  pansies,  spotted  and 
speckled  w/dark  rose-red  fantasy;  very  dark  Ch.  var.  foliage; 
profuse  mini 

ROB’S  CHIMNEY  SWEEP:  Bright  blue  sdbl.  pansies  w/bright  pink 
spots;  dark,  heavily  var.  TL  foliage  semimini 
ROB’S  CHOO  CHOO:  Sdbl.  white  w/good  edging  of  rosy-red;  very 
tiny,  glossy  foliage;  good  bloomer;  a  must  for  micromini  lovers 
ROB’S  FIDDLESTICKS:  Lovely  soft  pink  w/rose  blush;  excellent, 
dark,  quilted  foliage;  heavy  blooming  showplant;  semimini 
ROB’S  GREEN  JEANS:  Dbl.  white  w/outer  petals  of  lime-green; 
glossy,  TL  var.  foliage;  lots  of  very  long-lasting  blooms;  semimini 
ROB’S  HOCUS  CROCUS:  Very  unusual,  just  terrific!;  sdbl. 
salmon-pink  bells  tinged  w/green,  held  above  small,  very  dark,  TL 
var.  foliage;  extremely  heavy  bloomer,  they  last  forever; 
tremendous  small  semimini 

ROB’S  JUNE  BUG:  Masses  of  pretty  sdbl.  blush-white  blooms 
above  excellent,  tiny,  glossy  TL  var.  foliage;  terrific  little  mini 
ROB’S  MISS  PRISS:  Beautiful  sdbl.  deep-deep  salmon-pink;  very 
dark,  quilted,  TL  var.  foliage;  constant  bloomer;  semimini 
ROB’S  OOH  LALA:  Very  pretty,  large  triple  white  pom-poms, 
heavily  frilled  and  lightly  edged  in  blue,  some  mottling;  great 
bloomer;  semimini 


ROB’S  RED  MIST:  Sparkling,  deep  pink  dbis.  heavily  speckled 
w/bright  crimson;  dark,  CV  foliage  w/heavy  variegation;  profuse 
mini 

ROB’S  SEDUCTION:  Stunningly  beautiful,  a  real  eye-catcher; 
sdbl.  deep  cerise-pink,  petals  tipped  in  dk.  burgandy-red  then 
edged  in  white-green;  dark  TL  var.  foliage;  semimini 
ROB’S  SUGAR  CUBE:  Large  bouquet  of  bright,  clear,  dbl.  white 
stars  over  heavily  var.  TL  foliage;  great  bloomer;  small  semimini 
ROB’S  VOODOO  BLUE:  Dbl.  dark  blue  blooms  held  above  very 
dark,  serrated  foliage;  nice  little  mini 

ROB’S  WIND  CHIMES:  Everyone  wants  this  one!;  large,  dbl.  silver 
star  bells  w/touches  of  It.  green;  very  dark,  TL  var.  foliage;  unusual 
color,  tons  of  bloom  that  lasts  literally  for  months;  semimini 

5  New  Trailers!  All  have  excellent  trailing  habit 

ROB’S  BOOLAROO:  Absolutely  lovely!;  sparkling  dbl.  light  pink, 
heavily  peppered  w/blue;  very  heavy  bloomer;  wonderful  semimini 
ROB’S  GUNDAROO:  A  must  if  you  like  blue;  lovely  light  baby-blue 
dbIs.;  very  heavy  bloomer;  semimini 

ROB’S  LILLI  PILLI;  A  certain  show-winner!;  sdbl.  deep  lav.-pink 
w/dark  blue  fantasy  streaks;  terrific  foliage,  extremely  profuse; 
semimini 

ROB’S  WAGGA  WAGGA:  Loads  and  loads  of  dk.  blue  dbis., 
w/occasional  touches  of  white;  nice,  small  foliage;  great  semimini 
ROB’S  WOOLOOMOOLOO:  Gotta-have-itl;  masses  of  sparkling 
dbl.  pink  blooms  over  great  foliage;  terrific  semimini 

...plus  dozens  of  other  favorites 


STREPTOCARPUS 

Culture  same  as  for  violets.  These  gesneriads  are  spectacular,  and  bloom  constantly,  year-round.  They  are 
extremely  easy  to  grow  and  bloom  even  in  windows.  All  of  the  latest  Jonathan  Ford  varieties  available. 


BLUE  HEAVEN:  Loads  of  darling  med.  blue  sdbis.  w/white  throat, 
lavender  veining;  always  with  lots  and  lots  of  bloom 
CHRISTMAS  MORNING:  Still  the  most  spectacular;  huge,  bright 
red-red  blooms  w/bright  yellow  throat 

ICE  CAPADE:  Very  highly  recommended;  beautiful  dbl.  white 
w/dark  purple  veining  in  throat;  one  of  the  very  best  bloomers 
MOON  OVER  MIAMI:  Very  striking  dark-dark  velvety  purple 
blooms  w/tiny,  bright  yellow  eye;  you’ll  want  to  touch  these  blooms! 


OCEAN  RAIN:  Large  sdbl.  orchid-purple  w/very  distinctive  white 
lower  throat;  profuse 

PINK  SOUFFLE':  Very  unusual;  dbl.  deep  pink  w/large  white 
throat,  yellow  in  center;  heavy  bloomer 

SUNRISE:  A  favorite;  light  watermelon  with  maroon  veining  on 
yellow  throat;  compact 

THUNDER  BLUE:  Double  medium  blue  with  netting  of  darker  blue; 
the  best  grower  and  performer 
...plus  dozens  more! 


ALSO  SHIPPING  THE  BEST  IN  SHOW-QUALITY  STANDARD  SIZE  VARIETIES 
PRICES:  $3.25  per  plant.  Please  add  $6  per  order  for  shipping.  Club  project  and  wholesale  plants 
at  discount  prices.  We  ship  ANYWHERE  (internationally),  ANYTIME  (ask  about  overnite  service  in  winter). 

SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED. 

SEND  $1  (refundable)  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 


DR.  RALPH  ROBINSON  (‘ROB’) 

P.O.  BOX  9,  NAPLES,  NEW  YORK  14512 


PHONE:  716-374-8592 
VISITORS  WELCOME  AT  THE  SHOP 


A  special  year  is  about  to  unfold, 
1995  will  be  TinarVs  year  of  gold. 

Our  50th  Anniversary  we  will  celebrate, 
Thanking  all  our  customers  in  every  state 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  ACCESSORIES  SHIPPED  PROIVIPTLY  THE  YEAR  ROUND  BY  UPS 


African  Violets:  Gifts  from  Nature  ...  bv  Melvin  J. 
Robey.  Beautiful  new  book,  contains  42  color  photos, 
150  b&w,  many  illustrations  and  charts.  Learn  how  to 
identify  insect  problems  and  gain  knowledge  on  how 
to  select  the  proper  pesticide  for  eradication.  Detailed 
chapters  on  proper  potting,  watering,  lighting,  propa¬ 
gation,  hybridizing,  and  seed.  A  real  textbook  8-1/2" 
X  11",  all  you  ever  need  to  know  about  African  violets 
at  your  fingertips.  Truly  a  masterpiece!  $45.00  ppd. 


Growing  Our  Way  ...  "Our  African  Violet  Heritage"  by 
Anne  Tinari.  Reaci  about  the  heritage  of  your  favorite 
plant,  its  growth  and  history  of  many  cultivars  origi¬ 
nated  in  the  last  30  years.  Most  often  asked  questions 
and  answers  to  help  you  with  your  violet  problems.  An 
ideal  gift  for  any  violet  enthusiast,  autographed  on 
request.  $6.95  postpaid 


TABLETOP  ADJUSTABLE  FIXTURES 


This  tabletop  adjustable  fixture  is  available  in 
two  sizes.  Fixture  height  is  easily  adjusted  from 
1"  to  24"  on  the  sturdy  1"  square  welded 
aluminum  legs.  White  aluminum  fixtures 
complete  with  wide  spectrum  tubes,  2-wire 
cord  and  on/ off  line  switch. 

MODEL  TT220WS  . . .  TABLETOP  FIXTURE 
with  2-20  watt  Gro-Lux  Wide  spectrum  tubes, 
24"  length  . $62.95  ppd. 

MODEL  TT240WS  . . .  TABLETOP  FIXTURE 
with  2-40  watt  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes, 
38"  length  . $72.95  ppd. 


4-TRAY  LITE  STAND  ...  Fabricated  from  1"  square 
aluminum  tubing.  They  are  easy  to  assemble  with  a 
screwdriver.  These  stands  are  sturdy,  yet  attractive.  The 
unit  comes  complete  with  four  plastic  tan  trays  and  four 
double  light  fixtures  with  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes. 
The  shelves  do  not  adjust,  but  the  fixtures  are  easily 
adjusted  with  the  new  slide  adjustment.  Overall  size  70" 
high  x  26"  length  x  12"  depth.  Shipped  by  UPS  prepaid. 
4-Tray  Lite  Stand  .  .  .  Aluminum  finish  .  .  .  .$299.00  ppd. 
4-Tray  Lite  Stand  . .  .  Brown  finish  . $325.00  ppd. 


8-TRAY  LITE  STAND  ...  Fabricated  from  1"  square  aluminum  tubing.  They 
are  easy  to  assemble.  This  unit  comes  complete  with  eight  plastic  tan  trays 
and  four  double  light  fixtures  with  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes.  Shelves 
do  not  adjust,  but  the  fixtures  are  easily  adjusted  with  the  new  slide 
adjustment.  Overall  size  70"  high  x  26"  length  x  24"  depth.  Shipped  by  UPS 
prepaid. 

8-Tray  Lite  Stand  ....  Aluminum  finish  . $335.00  ppd. 

8-Tray  Lite  Stand . Brown  finish  . $345.00  ppd. 


DANDY  POTS  -  Reservoir  Wick  Planters  available  in 
blue,  pink,  violet,  and  white.  Made  of  fade  resistant 
plastics,  simple  to  use  wick  watering  system,  easy  to  fill 
reservoir  which  comes  apart  for  cleaning. 

Mini  Dandy  -  2-1  /4"  pot,  4  oz.  transparent  reservoir 
$3.99  each  with  any  order,  specify  color  desired. 

Dandy  Pot ...  4"  pot,  16  oz.  transparent  reservoir 
$5.99  each  with  any  order,  specify  color  desired. 


TINARI'S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWING  MEDIUM  -  Properly  blended 
growing  medium  -  the  same  used  in  our  greenhouse  operation,  pH  of  about 
6.4,  packaged  ready  to  ship  in: 

12  Quart  poly  bag . zone  0-1-2  . $11.95  ppd. 

12  Quart  poly  bag . zone  3-4-5  . $12.95  ppd. 

12  Quart  poly  bag . zone6-7-8-9  . $13.95  ppd. 

(First  number  of  your  zip  code  indicates  zone  you  should  use.) 


HANDCRAFTED  2-PIECE  SELF-WATERING  CERAMIC  POT 
STYLE  CSW-1 

Height . 4-1/2"  overall 

(y  \  Width  . 7"  overall 

^  -  Pot  Size . For  3"  or  4"  pots 

f  Price  . $14.95  postpaid 

/  STYLE  CSW-2 

^  Height . 3-1/4"  overall 

Width  . 5-1  /2"  overall 

I  .  Pot  Size . For  2-1  / 4"  or  3"  pots 

Price  . $10.95  postpaid 

J  STYLE  CSW-MINI 

^  (for  miniatures  &  semiminiatures) 

Height . 3-1/4"  overall 

Width  . 4-3/4"  overall 

Price  . $8.95  postpaid 

STYLE  CSW-MM  (Micromini) 

NEW  -  especially  for  Microminis 

Height . . . 2-1/4" 

V^/  Width . 3-1/2"  overall 

Price  . $6.95  postpaid 

2-piece  ceramic  self-watering  footed  pots.  Choose  from  9  sparkling  colors  in 
lavender,  Robin's  egg  blue,  mint  green,  deep  blue,  pink,  sesame,  lemon  yellow, 
gray,  and  white.  Attractive  violet  cluster  glazed  decal  decoration  on  both  sides. 
(Please  state  2nd  color  choice.)  These  pots  can  be  watered  from  side  holes  to  the 
reservoir  or  removed  to  refill  reservoir.  Helps  to  avoid  overwatering  and  very 
convenient  for  people  who  must  be  away  for  periods  of  time. 

CERAMIC  CONCH  SHELL 


Self-watering  2-piece  ceramic  conch  shell.  A  novel  way  to  display  and  grow  your 
most  beautiful  violets.  Shell  measures  8"  in  diameter,  4"  high  suitable  for  2-1/2"  to 
3"  pot.  Available  in  four  sparkling  colors  with  Mother-of-Pearl  overlay  ...  soft  shell 
peach,  light  blue,  lilac  and  white . $14.95  postpaid 


GllA  ...  COMPACT  LITE  UNIT  -  Fabricated  from 
1"  square  aluminum  tubing,  easy  to  assemble. 
Fixture  is  easily  adjustable  with  new  slide  feature. 

Unit  is  complete  with  light  fixture  containing  2-20 
watt  24"  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes  and  tan 
tray.  Overall  size  22"H  x  27"L  x  12"D 

$89.95  postpaid 

G22A  ...  COMPACT  LITE  STAND  -  2-Shelf  stand  is 
fabricated  from  1"  square  aluminum  tubing,  easily 
assembled.  This  stand  is  a  sturdy,  attractive  propagating 
unit.  The  shelves  do  not  adjust,  but  the  fixtures  are 
easily  adjusted  with  new'  slide  adjustment.  Complete 
with  trays,  fixtures  and  2-20  watt  Gro-Lux  w'ide 
spectrum  tubes.  Overall  size  40"  high,  27"  long,  12" 
deep.  Shipped  prepaid  via  UPS. 

$169.00  ppd 


Dept.  AV 

Commercial  Member 
AVS  of  America,  Inc. 
Send  $1.00  for  color  catalog. 


Box  190,  2325  Valley  Road 
Huntingdon  Valley,  Pa.  19006 
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AVSA  Business 

INFORMATION  FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITH  YOUR  SOCIETY  TO  ENSURE  GOOD  SERVICE.  IF  YOU  HAVE  MORE  THAN  ONE  ITEM, 
SEND  EACH  ITEM  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  GIVE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to  AVSA 
Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  phone  409-839-4725. 
Individual  -  $15,  USA  only;  Individual,  all  other  countries  -  $17;  Commercial 
USA  -  $25;  Commercial  International  -  $27;  Life  -  $200,  Remit  in  U.S.  Dollars 
with  draft  or  check  on  a  New  York,  USA  Bank.  See  Membership  Application. 
AFFILIATES:  Chapter  -  $15;  Council,  State  or  Region  -  $30. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION;  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help,  requests  for 
assistance  to  Anne  Tinari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
19006. 

AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  shows,  awards,  how  to  organize  a  chapter 
or  membership  questions,  write  Bob  Green,  997  Botany  Lane,  Rockledge,  FL 
32955,  407-631-1106. 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Cindy  Chatelain,  Office  Manager,  2375  North  Street, 
Beaumont,  TX  77702,  1-800-770-AVSA;  409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839- 
4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m.  CST. 

BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson,  1100  W. 
Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91007. 

BINDERS:  FOR  BACK  ISSUES  PRIOR  TO  )ULY  1992:  $14.50  each  or  2  for 
$28.00. 

SLIP  CASE  BOXES:  FOR  BACK  ISSUES  PRIOR  TO  lULY  1992:  $12.50  each 
or  2  for  $24.00. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Ruth  Warren,  1534  Robeson,  Fall 
River,  MA  02722. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Marlene  Buck, 
P.  0.  Box  38,  Oreland,  PA  19075. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Anne  Jantzen, 
2725  Katrina  Way,  Mountain  View,  CA  94040. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES:  David  Buttram,  P.  0.  Box  193,  Independence, 
MO  64051. 

COMMERCIAL  SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  For  information  on  convention  entries 
or  sales  room,  contact  J.  R  Pittman,  12406  Alexandria,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78233, 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  [an.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contributions  for 
convention  awards  to  Esther  Edwards  Wells,  948  Fair  Oaks  Court,  Liberty,  MO 
64068  by  Sept.  1 . 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  workshop  programs  or 
interesting  speakers  to  Ann  Miller,  Convention  Director,  522  Willow  Wisp 
Circle,  Spring,  TX  77388.  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national  convention  in 
your  area,  contact  Convention  Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  St.  Louis,  MO  -  May  22-27,  1995,  Atlanta, 
GA- May  20-25,  1996. 

CULTURE  FOLDERS  (postpaid):  100  to  400  -  $7.50  per  100;  500  to  900  - 
$5.50  per  100;  1000  and  over  -  $4.25  per  100. 

SHORT  VERSION  OF  CULTURE  FOLDER  (postpaid):  1,000  to  4,000  - 
$17.50  per  1,000;  5,000  to  9,000  -  $15.00  per  1,000;  10,000  and  over  - 
$14.00  per  1,000. 

JUDGES  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Bill 
Foster  3610  Gray  Dr,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWERS, 
EXHIBITORS  AND  JUDGES: 

1994  Handbook  -  $9.95  (postpaid) 

Note;  We  have  reprinted  the  Judges  Handbook.  If  you  ordered 
a  handbook  prior  to  November  1994  and  would  like  to  update 
your  book  with  all  changes  that  have  appeared  in  the  AVM 
thill  Jan.  ’95,  please  order  1993  Updated  pages.  Cost  is  $4.00. 


JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request  to  Elinor 
Skelton,  3910  Larchwood  Rd.,  Falls  Church,  VA  22041, 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from  AVSA  Office,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in  July  issue.  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Ralph  Breden,  127  Via  Los  Altos, 
Redondo  Beach,  CA  90277, 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  1995,  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc., 
all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction  in  whole  or  in  part  without  written  permission 
is  prohibited.  All  articles  are  property  of  AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted 
without  editor’s  permission. 

AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  FAX 
409-839-4329. 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS  AND  COLUMNISTS;  Send  to  Editor. 

COMING  EVENTS  AND  MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note;  Deadlines  -  Articles,  Columnists  and  Coming  Events:  Jan. 
issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.l;  July  issue  -  Apr.  1; 
Sept,  issue  -  June  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1 . 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  copy  info:  Diane 
Richardson,  9207  Ravenwood  Rd.,  Baltimore,  MD  21237;  410-686-4667. 
ADVERTISING  DEADLINES;  Jan.  issue  -  Oct.  15;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  15; 
May  issue  -  Feb.  15;  July  issue  -  Apr.  15;  Sept,  issue  -  June  15;  Nov.  issue 
-  Aug.  15. 

“AND  THE  'WINNERS  ARE...”:  Send  to  Al  and  Cathy  Comibe,  197  Archer 
Dr.,  Santa  Cmz,  CA  95060 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of  available  issues 
from  Beaumont  office. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days  before  it  is  to 
take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office  in  Beaumont. 

QUESTION  BOX:  Jim  Smith,  489  Linwood  Ave.,  Buffalo,  NY  14209  and 
Ralph  Robinson,  P,  0.  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512. 


MASTER  VARIETY  LIST:  Number  5  is  out  of  stock. 

MVL  NUMBER  6  -  $12.95  postpaid.  Describes  all  varieties  registered  to 
Dec.  31,  1992  -  all  recognized  species  and  non-registered  cultivars 
introduced  from  July  1983  to  Dec.  1992.  MVL  is  looseleaf  and  fits  in 
MVL  binder  available  from  AVSA  office  or  in  an  8-1/2  x  11  regular 
binder. 

MVL  BINDER;  3-ring,  two  pockets,  deep  burgundy  -  $6.95  each. 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  will  be  published  in  the  AVM.  Send  any 
correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars  with  hybridizer’s  name  to 
Lynn  Lombard,  Master  Variety  List  Chairman,  1407  Calle  Espana,  San 
Dimas,  CA  91773. 

MVL  COMPUTER  DISKETTES:  1992  MVL  -  $25.00.  Updates  (when 
available)  -  $25.00.  For  computer  compatibility  requirements,  please 
write  Beaumont  office. 


MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members  and  New  Members,  only. 
Members  renewing,  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of  AVM. 

OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Janet  T.  Riemer,  256 
Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.,  Pennington,  NJ  08534. 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Iris  Keating,  149  Loretto  Court,  Claremont,  CA 
91711. 

RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or  names  of 
interested,  qualified  potential  research  personnel  to  Frank  Tnari,  2325  Valley 
Road,  Box  190,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006. 

SHOW  ENTRY  TAGS:  100  -  $6.00  postpaid.  Order  from  AVSA  Office. 
QUESTIONS  ON  HYBRIDIZING:  Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  “In  Search  of  New  Violets”  - 
The  Indiana  Academy,  Ball  State  University,  Muncie,  IN  47306. 
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Second  class  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America.  Inc. ,  a  nonprofit  organization,  at  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices. 
Subscription  $  1 5.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues.  •  Copyright  1 995  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 
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Every  attempt  is  made  to  keep  articles  technically  cotrect.  Since 
the  growing  of  fine  African  Violets  can  be  achieved  in  many 
ways,  the  methods  and  opinions  exptessed  by  writers  are  their 
own  and  do  not  necessarily  teflect  the  opinion  of  AVSA. 
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President's  Message 

In  just  a  few  weeks  we  will  be  having  our  AVSA  convention  in 
St.  Louis,  Missouri.  This  will  be  the  fourth  time  that  the  AVSA 
convention  has  been  held  in  this  beautiful  city.  I  hope  your  plans  are 
made  to  "Meet  me  in  St.  Loui,  Loui".  How  exciting  the  convention 
plans  and  show  schedule  sound.  The  exhibits  are  always  exciting 
and  challenging  for  those  entering  the  show.  There  are  many  special  awards  this  year. 
The  commercial  members  will  have  hundreds  of  new  plants,  as  well  as  other  items  of 
interest  for  your  pleasure.  The  workshops  offer  an  opportunity  to  learn  new  and 
different  methods  of  growing,  sharing,  and  showing.  Don't  forget  to  go  by  the  AVSA 
sales  table.  Ruth  Rumsey,  AVM  Editor  and  Cindy  Chatelain,  AVSA  Office  Manager, 
will  be  at  the  table  most  of  the  time.  You  will  want  to  meet  these  two  lovely  ladies 
from  our  AVSA  office.  They  will  have  many  items  you've  been  wanting. 

This  is  my  final  message  to  the  membership  of  AVSA  as  your  President.  These  past 
two  years  have  gone  by  so  very  quickly.  It  has  been  an  honor  and  privilege  for  me  to 
serve  this  great  society.  This  society  is  and  has  been  for  many  years  extremely 
important  to  me.  I  cherish  the  friendships  and  contacts  I  have  made  these  past  two 
years.  The  hundreds  of  letters  and  calls  that  have  come  my  way  have  been  a 
challenge  and  very  interesting.  To  serve  this  large  and  changing  organization  has 
taken  countless  hours  of  time.  Each  AVSA  President  has  wanted  the  same  things: 
progress,  financial  security,  new  activities,  improvement  in  existing  service,  a  better 
AVM,  and  most  of  all,  new  members.  I  think  we  have  made  many  advancements  in 
all  of  these  areas.  Most  important,  our  AVSA  membership  has  grown  from  the 
previous  year. 

I  want  to  thank  the  Officers,  Directors,  Standing  Committee  Chairmen,  Special 
Committee  Chairmen,  and  the  countless  committee  members  who  have  served.  I 
must  commend  our  Office  Manager,  Cindy  Chatelain,  her  staff,  our  AVM  Editor,  Ruth 
Rumsey,  AVM  typesetter,  Kay  Euller,  and  Becker  Publishing  Company.  These 
wonderful  people  have  made  this  society  grow. 

In  just  another  year  this  organization  will  be  celebrating  its  50th  anniversary.  From 
the  beginning,  the  purpose  has  been  to  afford  a  convenient  and  beneficial  association 
of  persons  interested  in  the  African  violet,  to  stimulate  a  widespread  interest  in  the 
propagation  and  culture  of  African  violets,  to  promote  ways  and  means  for  the 
distribution  of  all  varieties  and  species  among  the  members  and  others  interested  in 
growing  them,  to  gather  and  publish  reliable  information  concerning  the 
organization  and  other  articles  of  interest  to  members. 

As  I  retire  as  President  I  look  forward  to  having  more  time  to  devote  to  growing 
and  hybridizing  violets.  I  do,  however,  promise  that  I  will  always  promote  AVSA  in 
membership  growth. 

Best  wishes  to  each  of  you. 


■  A-lx 


Hortense  Pittman 
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_ Editor^s  Notes 

Ruth  Rumsey  •  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  Texas  77702  •  (409)  839-4725 


Thanks  to  all  of  you  responding  to  my  request  for 
articles.  A  special  thanks  to  Kyle  Coleman  of  Fort 
Worth,  TX,  and  Barbara  Pershing  of  Cedar  Falls,  lA  and 
Carolee  Carter  of  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL.  I  hope  that  more  of 
our  members  will  take  the  time  to  contribute  to  this 
magazine. 

I  am  formulating  ideas  for  our  50th  Anniversary  Book. 
This  is  an  exciting  project,  and  1  want  it  to  be  a  book  that 
everyone  will  enjoy.  I’ve  asked  several  of  our  long  time 
members  to  send  me  their  recollections  of  AVSA  events 
from  the  past  fifty  years,  and  photos  we  might  use  to 
illustrate  these  events.  Of  course,  everything  would  be 
returned  as  soon  as  possible.  If  you  have  anything  to 
contribute  to  this  project,  or  ideas  that  would  help  make 
it  a  success,  please  let  me  know. 

Gladys  Hudnall,  of  Austin,  TX,  has  agreed  to  share 
some  of  her  many  convention  memories  with  me.  Please 
see  a  tribute  to  Gladys  on  page  8. 

Also  on  page  8,  meet  our  new  1995  Board  of  Directors 
Nominee,  Betty  Robeson,  of  Carlsbad,  CA. 


We  are  all  saddened  by  the  untimely  passing  of  Hilda 
Vander  Meer,  a  1995  Board  of  Directors  Nominee.  Our 
condolences  to  her  loved  ones  and  all  AVSA  members 
acquainted  with  Hilda. 

On  page  22,  see  Mary  Pat  Weber’s  second  article  on 
hydroponics,  “Just  Add  Water”.  This  is  an  update  on  the 
project  she  first  wrote  about  in  the  Jan/Feb  1995  issue, 
“Hooked  on  Hydroponics”. 

Soheila  Abbaspour,  of  Pardis  African  Violets, 
Tehran,  Iran,  has  been  writing  to  me  for  months,  and  has 
sent  some  beautiful  photographs  of  her  hybrids.  One  of 
these  can  be  found  on  page  36.  I  have  tried  writing  to 
Ms.  Abbaspour,  but  have  had  no  luck  reaching  her 
through  the  mail. 

I  want  to  share  a  letter  with  you  that  I  received  from 
Sherry  Nealon,  Hamden,  CT.  Such  enthusiasm  and 
excitement!  Please  read  “Dear  AVSA”  on  page  14. 

See  you  in  St.  Louis! 


From  Plastic  Pop  Bottle  to 
Greenhouse  in  Five  Minutes 


Don’t  throw  away  those  plastic  2  liter  soda  pop 
bottles!  They  are  a  very  cheap  alternative  to  the 
miniature  greenhouses  sold  in  gardening  stores  for 
plant  propagation.  You  can  easily  recycle  those 
plastic  pop  bottles  into  a  miniature  greenhouse  for 
propagating  African  violets  or  other  gesneriads. 
They  are  also  dandy  for  growing  those  gesneriads 
with  high  humidity  requirements. 

Use  plastic  pop  bottles  that  have  an  opaque 
(usually  black)  flat  bottom.  These  bottles  are  made 
in  two  pieces,  the  upper  part  is  transparent  and  fits 
into  the  opaque  flat  bottom  part.  Soak  the  container 
for  several  minutes  in  very  hot  (not  boiling)  water 
to  loosen  the  glue  that  holds  the  pieces  together. 


Then  they  easily  pry  apart.  The  transparent  plastic 
top  is  really  the  bottle  which  holds  the  pop  and  the 
opaque  bottom  piece  is  a  holder.  I  use  scissors  to  cut 
off  the  bottom  half  of  the  transparent  plastic  bottle 
and  discard  it.  The  remaining  top  piece  fits  very 
nicely  into  the  opaque  holder  which  comes  with 
three  holes  already  punched  into  it.  I  now  have  a 
nice  miniature  greenhouse  to  root  African  violet 
leaves  in  or  to  grow  sinningias.  If  I  screw  the  cap 
back  on  the  bottle,  I  have  a  completely  sealed 
environment  for  starting  African  violet  seed  in. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  the 

Seattle  A  VS  Publication,  “Blossoms  ” 
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P  PPHR  T»  Supported  Study  on  the  Response  of 
iVLl  vIV  1  ♦  African  Violets  to  Tobacco  Mosaic  Virus 


\T 


Very  little  is  known  about  how  African  violets  respond 
to  infection  by  plant  viruses,  even  though  viruses 
commonly  cause  harmful  diseases  in  other  plants. 

Scientists  at  the  University  of  Scranton  (Pennsylva¬ 
nia)  ,  supported  by  the  African  Violet  Society  of  America, 
recently  published  a  report  on  the  response  of  African 
violets  to  tobacco  mosaic  virus  (TMV).  TMV  is  one  of 
the  most  common  plant  viruses,  and  it  is  harmful  to 
many  floral  and  vegetable  plants  grown  in  home 
gardens.  Prior  to  this  study,  scientists  believed  that 
African  violets  were  probably  immune  to  infection  by 
TMV,  based  on  the  early  research. 

The  Scranton  researchers,  which  included  a  faculty 
member  and  two  student  workers,  carefully  re-examined 
the  response  of  African  violets  to  inoculation  by  tobacco 
mosaic  virus.  The  results  of  their  study  were  published 
recently  in  the  journal  of  the  American  Society  for 
Horticultural  Science. 

Fifteen  different  cultivars  of  Saintpaulia  were  obtained 
from  Granger  Gardens,  Medina,  Ohio;  through  AVSA 
funds.  Plants  were  mechanically  inoculated  with  the 
virus  by  rubbing  virus  into  leaves,  the  most  common 
means  that  TMV  is  spread  in  nature. 

After  the  plants  were  inoculated,  they  were  held  in 
the  greenhouse  for  1 4  days  to  give  any  virus  inside  the 
African  violets  an  opportunity  to  replicate  and  spread 
within  the  plants.  Leaves  were  then  collected  and 
carefully  washed  to  remove  any  virus  that  may  have 
remained  on  the  leaf  surface.  The  collected  leaves  were 
analyzed  by  a  laboratory  process  known  as  ELISA 
(Enzyme  Linked  Immunosorbent  Assay)  to  detect  any 
TMV  inside  the  leaves. 

Two  different  types  of  leaves  were  analyzed:  those 
leaves  which  were  directly  inoculated  with  virus,  and 
non-inoculated  upper  and  lower  leaves.  In  the  directly 
inoculated  leaves,  there  was  a  very  small  amount  of 
newly  replicated  virus  present  after  14  days.  This 
finding  suggests  that  African  violets  were  technically  not 
“immune”  to  infection  by  TMV.  Rather,  African  violets 


allowed  a  very  small  amount  of  new  virus  to  be 
replicated  in  the  inoculated  leaves. 

In  the  non-inoculated  upper  and  lower  leaves,  there 
was  no  virus  detectable.  This  finding  showed  that  the 
small  amount  of  newly  replicated  virus  did  not  move 
from  the  inoculated  leaves  to  otherwise  healthy  tissue. 

Results  were  similar  for  all  15  cultivars  tested.  It  is 
possible  that  other  cultivars  of  Saintpaulia  ionantha, 
not  tested  in  this  study,  would  show  the  same  response 
to  TMV  infection. 

These  findings  are  very  unusual,  because  TMV  has  a 
very  wide  host  range.  In  other  words,  when  this 
experiment  was  done  previously  by  others  using  many 
different  plants,  almost  all  of  those  other  plants 
developed  symptoms  on  the  leaves,  or  produced  a 
significant  amount  of  new  virus  after  inoculation.  Thus, 
African  violets  are  very  unusual  in  their  response  to  this 
very  common  plant  virus. 

Although  African  violets  did  produce  a  small  amount 
of  new  virus,  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  African 
violets  were  highly  resistant  to  infection,  and  that  the 
infection  did  not  spread  to  non-inoculated  leaves. 

It  is  possible  that  this  unusual  virus  resistance  is 
related  to  the  African  violet’s  very  thick  skin  (epidermis) 
which  is  covered  with  a  waterproof  layer  of  wax.  It  is 
also  possible  that  African  violets  possess  a  sophisticated 
defense  mechanism  that  inhibits  virus  replication  or 
prevents  virus  spread  to  otherwise  healthy  tissue. 

Other  studies  will  be  necessary  to  determine  exactly 
how  African  violets  resist  TMV  infection,  and  also  to 
determine  whether  African  violets  have  similar 
resistance  to  other  plant  viruses. 

The  Scranton  researchers  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
AVSA  for  providing  support  for  this  study. 

Submitted  to  AVSA  Research  Committee 
Frank  Tinari,  Chairman 
By  Michael  A.  Sulzinski 
Department  of  Biology  -  University  of  Scranton 
Scranton,  PA  18510 
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For  Beginners 


Kent  &  Joyce  Stork 
2501  East  23rd  Ave.  S 
Fremont,  NE  68025 


The  Grower’s  Best  Buddy...The  Garbage  Can 


If  there  were  only  one  tool  allowed  in  the  plant  room, 
we  would  be  inclined  to  choose  the  garbage  can.  It  is 
possibly  the  single  most  important  tool  that  can  be  used 
to  improve  almost  every  African  violet  collection.  When 
used  correctly,  it  can  improve  the  quality  of  the 
collection,  preventing  the  spread  of  disease  and  even 
protecting  the  grower’s  health! 

QUALITY  CONTROL 

Many  beginners’  African  violet  collections  include 
plants  that  have  more  sentimental  value  than  real 
beauty.  These  plants  may  be  long  overdue  for  a 
transplant,  they  may  not  have  a  hybrid  name  still 
attached,  or  they  may  be  reluctant  bloomers.  Once  a 
beginning  grower  sees  violets  at  the  peak  of  perfection, 
maybe  at  a  show  or  in  the  home  of  another  violet 
fancier,  it  is  hard  to  go  home  to  an  assortment  of 
pathetic,  tired  plants.  Usually,  it  is  a  good  sign  that  a 
grower  is  getting  serious  about  horticulture  when  he  or 
she  learns  to  trash  inferior  violets. 

That  doesn’t  mean  that  every  violet  in  a  beginner’s 
collection  needs  to  go  to  the  dump.  Some  plants,  like 
your  first  violet  or  one  that  you  received  from  your 
mother,  may  always  have  sentimental  value  that  will 
make  them  worth  keeping.  But,  lacking  sentimental 
value,  a  plant  that  won’t  bloom  easily  in  your  growing 
conditions  is  hardly  worth  keeping  when  there  are  so 
many  varieties  of  African  violets  that  will  bloom  freely 
most  of  the  year.  Pitch  it! 

We  generally  recommend  keeping  only  varieties  that 
are  labeled  with  their  correct  hybrid  names.  Serious 
growers  like  to  discuss  varieties  and  how  they  perform 
in  different  situations.  Because  each  hybrid  has  specific 
needs,  you  might  discover  reasons  why  your  plant  is  not 
doing  as  well  as  it  might.  The  variety  might  prefer 
warmer  temperatures,  or  need  less  fertilizer,  or  demand 
brighter  light.  Also,  keep  in  mind  that  any  African  violet 
entered  in  an  AVSA  show  must  be  labeled  with  its 


correct  name,  so  weeding  out  unnamed  varieties  would 
eliminate  future  problems  there.  Finally,  it  is  simply  nice 
to  know  who  is  living  with  you  and  to  be  able  to  call 
them  by  name. 

As  a  beginning  grower  advances  in  ability,  he  usually  | 
notices  that  violet  quality  involves  more  than  just  : 
having  a  lot  of  blossoms.  While  having  a  plant  that  ' 
blooms  freely  is  highly  desirable,  its  flowers  might  be  ' 
smallish,  or  a  dull  color,  or  they  might  drop  off 
prematurely.  As  you  become  more  selective  and  want  ; 
blooms  that  really  inspire  you,  go  ahead  and  throw  the  i 
others  away.  They  take  up  room  that  ought  to  be  given  ! 
to  violets  that  you  really  like.  And  if  you  really  like  your  j 
plants,  you  will  tend  to  take  better  care  of  them.  j 

Plants  that  deserve  keeping  should  also  have  foliage  ; 
that  is  attractive.  Plants  that  grow  bunchy,  or  that  have  i 
dull,  drab  leaves,  look  awful  when  grown  next  to  plants  i 
with  beautiful  symmetry  and  a  glossy  sheen  of  health.  1 
Improving  your  horticultural  skills  can  improve  a  plant’s  i 
overall  appearance,  but  a  plant  with  genetically  inferior  . 
foliage  just  doesn’t  quite  compare  with  one  whose  i 
foliage  is  naturally  superior.  | 

Some  growers  develop  a  preference  for  certain  types  i' 
of  African  violets.  Some  collect  mostly  variegated  plants;  ; 
some  prefer  only  the  miniatures  and  semiminiatures; 
while  others  favor  trailing  varieties.  If  you  should  find  f 
yourself  especially  favoring  a  specific  type,  you  may  i 
very  well  find  yourself  neglecting  any  other  plants  that  h 
are  different.  Neglected  plants  make  your  collection  look  |' 
messy  and  can  make  growing  look  like  more  of  a  burden  j 
than  it  is.  If  you  don’t  enjoy  a  violet  enough  to  give  it  | 
some  reasonable  attention,  throw  it  away!  | 

Beginning  growers  are  often  delighted  by  the  easy  ; 
propagation  of  their  violets.  Any  broken  leaf  is  put  i 
down,  and  soon  their  collection  multiplies.  They  may  ' 
have  fifty  African  violets,  but  only  have  two  varieties!  : 
An  advanced  grower  knows  that  the  decision  to  put  a 
leaf  down  is  serious  and  should  only  be  done  when  • 
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there  is  a  valid  reason  for  wanting  more  plants  of  that 
variety.  Throw  those  broken  leaves  away!  It  is  fine  to 
have  several  plants  of  a  variety  in  your  collection  if  you 
love  the  plant  or  have  plans  to  sell  some.  But  variety  is 
the  spice  of  African  violet  growing,  and  a  big  collection 
of  monotonous  plants  is  a  bland  diet. 

CONTROLLING  DISEASE 

It  is  possible  to  stop  most  diseases  and  pest  infesta¬ 
tions  quickly  by  using  a  watchful  eye  and  by  keeping  a 
garbage  can  handy.  If  a  plant  shows  any  signs  of  fungal 
disease,  removing  it  quickly  (but  carefully)  to  the  trash 
heap  will  also  remove  the  spores  that  can  only  spread 
the  disease. 

When  insects  are  detected,  rapid  disposal  of  affected 
plants  (to  a  can  outside  the  growing  area)  will  reduce 
the  number  of  insect  eggs  that  can  hatch  and  spread  the 
population. 

Those  things  may  seem  obvious,  but  the  garbage  can 
can  help  in  another  way  with  controlling  disease.  Plants 
that  are  crowded  together  and  touching  invite  the  spread 
of  disease.  Inadequate  air  movement  between  the  plants 
allows  moist  pockets  of  air  to  foster  colonies  of  fungus 
spores.  Spores  are  often  present  in  the  air,  but  won’t 
grow  until  conditions  are  right.  Similarly,  pests  are  able  to 
travel  from  one  plant  to  another  very  quickly  when  the 
leaves  are  touching.  Weeding  out  excess  plants  will  result 
in  healthier  conditions  for  the  rest  of  your  collection. 

A  handy  garbage  can  reminds  a  good  grower  to 
groom  plants.  Dead  blossoms  and  fading  leaves  are  not 
only  unattractive,  but  they  may  provide  pathways  for 
some  fungi  (like  botrytis)  to  enter  the  plant  structure. 
Those  same  blossoms  may  have  faded  too  early  because 
of  thrips  or  powdery  mildew.  Leaving  them  on  the  plant 
may  promote  the  problems.  It  is  a  wise  grower  who 
knows  when  to  expect  leaves  and  flowers  to  fade.  If 
they  die  more  quickly  than  usual,  there  may  be  a 
problem  to  be  found  and  solved.  Regular  grooming  will 
put  the  grower  in  sync  with  the  plants  and  enable  him 
to  detect  the  first  indications  of  trouble. 

YOUR  PERSONAL  HEALTH 

As  we’ve  talked  about  disease  and  pests,  you’ll  notice 
that  we  have  not  talked  about  chemicals  and  pesticides. 
Those  treatments  are  most  certainly  available  and  can 
be  effective  when  they  are  needed.  They  work  best 
when  the  disease  or  pest  is  relatively  new  to  your 
collection  and  not  well  established.  That  means  that  the 
sickest  or  more  affected  plants  are  less  likely  to  respond 
to  treatment  with  chemicals.  It  is  best  to  destroy  those 
unless  there  is  a  justifiable  reason  for  fighting  to  save 
them.  Unless  a  plant  is  truly  irreplaceable  or  has  an 
overwhelming  sentimental  value,  it  simply  is  not  worth 
the  time  or  the  effort.  If  you  are  concerned  about  the  use 
of  chemicals  in  your  home,  you  might  think  about  it  as 
a  risk  to  your  own  personal  health. 


Sometimes  when  an  entire  collection  is  affected,  a 
grower  may  have  to  endure  “total  wipeout".  Infestations 
of  cyclamen  mite,  the  presence  of  extensive  crown  rot, 
or  even  extreme  cases  of  mildew  or  thrips  can  cause 
such  major  damage  that  it  is  not  worth  fighting  back.  It 
may  be  better  to  throw  out  virtually  everything,  scrub 
the  area  clean,  wait  a  bit,  and  then  beg  violet  friends  to 
help  you  rebuild  your  collection. 

Does  that  sound  awful?  Well,  it  is.  The  alternative  is 
spending  a  lot  of  dollars  on  chemicals  that  can  be  very 
helpful  but  should  not  be  considered  as  a  cure-all, 
especially  for  the  home  grower.  Repeated,  time- 
consuming  treatments  are  usually  necessary  over  a 
period  of  weeks.  Each  treatment  may  expose  the  grower 
to  danger,  and  each  repeated  exposure  can  result  in  an 
accumulation  of  the  chemical  in  the  grower’s  body. 
Commercial  growers  can  justify  the  risk,  the  difficulty, 
and  the  expense  because  it  is  their  livelihood,  but 
growers  of  small  collections  are  wise  to  find  the  garbage 
can  and  start  over. 

PROTECTING  YOUR  RELATIONSHIPS 

Maybe  your  spouse,  pet,  or  other  loved  one  enjoys 
your  violets  as  much  as  you  do.  In  that  case,  keep  every 
healthy  plant  and  just  keep  adding  on  rooms  and  lights 
to  care  for  your  African  violets  (it  wouldn’t  hurt  to  hire 
someone  to  water  and  care  for  all  of  them  either).  But 
maybe  you’ve  started  sneaking  leaf  cuttings  into  the 
house  so  no  one  notices  that  a  new  variety  has  been 
added.  Maybe  you’ve  noticed  that  the  loved  one 
regularly  bumps  or  even  deliberately  destroys  plants 
(we’re  talking  about  the  cat  here).  Maybe  you’re 
hearing  some  gripes  about  the  amount  of  time  you  are 
spending  with  your  violets.  If  that  bothers  you,  it  is  time 
to  cut  back! 

Use  the  garbage  can  to  keep  your  collection  to  a 
manageable  size  that  everyone  in  your  house  can  enjoy. 
Some  growers  overcollect  and  then  cease  to  find  the 
pleasure  they  once  had.  It  is  far  better  to  have  ten 
beautiful  plants  and  a  happy  home,  than  to  have  one 
hundred  neglected  violets  and  a  sore  spouse! 

HOW  TO  RECOGNIZE  A  GARBAGE  CAN 

While  many  garbage  cans  are  round  and  lined  with 
plastic,  we  think  there  are  a  few  other  types  of  “garbage 
cans”  that  work  just  as  well.  Garage  sales,  mothers-in- 
law,  church  bazaars,  and  maybe  even  total  strangers 
passing  by  are  also  useful  means  of  dumping  extra 
violets.  Of  course,  when  using  these  alternate  forms,  be 
sure  that  the  disposed  violets  are  the  healthy  kind  with 
some  redeeming  characteristics  and  worth.  The  nicer 
your  “garbage”  is,  the  more  likely  it  is  that  you’ll  make 
a  new  violet  friend.  Watch  out  though.  If  they  get  good 
at  growing  too,  they’ll  be  giving  you  their  extras!  It 
never  stops,  does  it? 

Happy  growing! 
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1995  Nominee  for  DIRECTOR 

BETTY  ROBERSON  of  Carlsbad,  California,  is  a  Life  Member  of  AVSA  and  a  Senior 
Judge.  She  is  currently  President  of  the  AVSA  Judges  Council  of  Southern  California,  a 
member  of  the  Carlsbad  AVS  and  San  Diego  Daytime  AVS.  She  has  held  the  office  of 
President  in  both  of  these  societies,  as  well  as  many  other  offices  and  positions.  Betty  is  a 
Life  Member  of  Dixie  AVS  and  is  a  member  of  the  Grow  and  Study  Gesneriad  Club  and  a 
Gesneriad  Judge. 

Originally  from  Shreveport,  LA,  Betty  has  raised  African  violets  for  more  than  twenty- 
five  years.  A  widow,  Betty  has  four  grown  children  and  seven  grandchildren.  Her  other 
hobbies  are  painting,  crocheting,  and  traveling. 


TIuutfi  You,  Gladift  HuduM 


Gladys  Hudnall,  of  Austin,  TX,  is  a  person  almost 
everyone  involved  with  AVSA  knows  personally  or  has 
read  about  at  some  time.  She  was  Chairman  of  the 
Austin  Convention  in  1978  and  since  then  she  has 
worked  with  the  Convention  Committee  in  many 
different  capacities.  Due  to  illness  a  few  years  ago,  she 
was  unable  to  continue  the  many  things  that  had 
always  kept  her  busy.  Gladys,  being  an  expert  with 
knitting  and  crochet  needles,  felt  that  she  could  at  least 
be  using  her  hands  while  homebound  and  help  AVSA  in 
some  way.  Central  Texas  Judges  Council,  of  which  she  is 
a  charter  member,  took  on  the  project  of  collecting  yarn 
for  her  to  make  into  afghans.  She  made  several  dozen 
afghans  that  were  raffled  and  sold  at  Lone  Star  African 
Violet  Council  conventions.  Since  she  had  put  in  so 
many  hours  working  on  the  convention  committee, 
she  wanted  the  money  to  help  this  committee  in  some 
way.  Our  new  Convention  Director  needed  a  copy/fax 
machine  to  help  carry  out  her  duties.  Gladys  asked  that 
the  money  collected  from  the  sale  of  her  afghans  be 
used  for  the  purchase  of  this  machine  for  AVSA. 

Now  that  Gladys  is  out  and  about  again,  she  will  be 
helping  with  the  revision  of  the  convention  manual.  We 
look  forward  to  the  conclusion  of  this  project  since  it  is 
something  that  changes  yearly  and  needs  to  be  kept  up 
to  date.  Gladys,  thanks  for  a  job  well  done. 

I’m  sure  there  are  many  other  members  who  have 
helped  AVSA  in  individual  ways  that  many  of  us  never 
hear  about.  For  all  of  these  members  we  are  thankful.  If 
you  have  a  club  member  who  has  done  outstanding 
work  in  some  way  for  AVSA,  please  let  all  of  us  hear  of 
their  accomplishment. 

Meredith  Hall 

AVSA  Treasurer 


Gladys  Hudnall  with  roses  presented  to  her  by  Dora 
Baker  at  the  Austin  Convention,  1978. 
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Shauns  &  Judges 


Bill  Foster  •  3610  Gray  Dr. 


Well,  that  special  event  is  almost  here!  I  hope  to  see 
many  of  you  very  soon  in  St.  Louis.  Our  members  in  the 
St.  Louis  area  have  worked  very  hard  and  I  hope  we 
show  them  our  appreciation  with  a  large  attendance. 
Added  incentives  this  year  are  free  registration,  free 
room  for  one  night,  and  of  course,  two  free  roundtrip 
airline  tickets  to  just  about  anywhere.  Someone  will  win 
and  it  could  be  you! 

Hopefully,  you  will  be  bringing  lots  of  plants  to  the 
convention.  Be  sure  to  start  watching  your  plants  closely 
these  last  few  weeks  for  any  little  critters  or  diseases  and 
turn  them  often  to  keep  symmetry.  One  of  the  most 
annoying  pest  African  violet  growers  have  to  contend 
with  is  thrips.  It  seems  they  just  come  from  anywhere. 
Take  extra  precautions  now.  It  would  be  a  horrible 
catastrophe,  after  having  worked  all  year  to  get  your 
plants  to  show  quality,  to  have  something  happen  at  the 


•  Mesquite,  TX  75150 

last  minute.  To  be  safe,  have  a  can  of  Orthene  PT  1300 
on  hand.  Just  give  a  tiny  bit  of  fog  over  the  plants  every 
few  days  for  good  measure.  Even  if  you  don’t  have  a 
problem,  but  feel  you  need  to  spray  every  few  days,  it  is 
a  good  policy  to  spray  the  boxes  you  use  to  transport 
your  plants.  Then,  give  a  short  spray  over  the  plants 
before  closing  the  box.  If  you  follow  the  directions,  no 
damage  will  be  done  to  the  blossoms.  This  should 
protect  your  plants  from  picking  up  anything  en  route  to 
the  convention. 

In  the  next  column  I  will  tell  you  about  discussions  at 
the  Shows  &  Judges  Committee  and  the  Judges 
Breakfast.  Oh  yes!  If  you  are  looking  for  me  in  St.  Louis, 
check  the  Sales  Room  ...  I’m  nearly  always  there  buying 
new  plants.  Please  help  me  support  our  COMMERCIAL 
MEMBERS! 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE:  Senior  Judges 


Senior  Judges  may  apply  for  a  renewal  exami¬ 
nation  between  May  1  and  Sept.  1,  1995.  Send 
request  to:  Frances  King,  3327  28th  St.,  San  Diego, 
CA  92104.  Include  check  for  $3.50  payable  to  AVSA. 
Allow  three  weeks  for  delivery.  The  completed 
examination  for  grading  must  be  returned  before 
Oct.  1,  1995. 

Those  Advanced  Judges  who  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  and  wish  to  apply  for  their  first  Senior  Judge 
examination,  send  check  for  $3.50  (payable  to 
AVSA)  to  Mrs.  King.  Also  send  the  following  items  of 
documentation  of  eligibility  per  AVSA  Handbook: 


1)  list  of  all  judging  schools  attended,  grades,  etc., 

2)  signed  schedules  of  five  AVSA  shows  judged,  and 

3)  verification  of  three  blue  ribbons  earned. 

Allow  three  weeks  for  delivery.  Schedules  and 
cards  will  be  returned  if  a  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope  is  included. 

Applications  postmarked  after  Sept.  1,  1995,  will 
be  returned  and  application  may  be  made  next  year. 
Completed  exams  postmarked  after  Oct.  1,  1995,  will 
not  be  graded.  Allow  three  weeks  or  more  (after  Oct. 
1,  1995)  for  grading  and  return  of  examination. 


Convention  Notes 


Those  of  you  traveling  to  St.  Louis  by  van,  please  make  note  that  most  of  the  parking  garages  listed  on  the 
last  page  of  the  pink  page  convention  insert  DO  NOT  take  vans,  including  the  Adam’s  Mark  Hotel.  Two  listed 
who  will  accommodate  vans  are  #2,  Mansion  House  Center  Garage,  and  #6,  Keiner  Plaza,  East. 
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In  Search  of  AJeu/  Viotets 


Dr.  Jeff  Smith 
The  Indiana  Academy 
Ball  State  University 
Muncie,  IN  47306 


The  species  plant  Sigi  Falls  has  an  interesting  leaf 
trait.  During  the  morning,  the  midrib  or  main  vein  of  the 
leaves  is  dark  green.  By  late  afternoon,  the  veins  change 
color  to  a  paler  yellow-green.  The  same  vein  color 
change  can  also  be  seen  in  Saintpaulia  tongwensis  and 
in  S.  pedula  Kizare.  The  purpose  of  the  color  change  and 
how  it  is  accomplished  is  unknown. 

Some  Sigi  Falls/cultivar  hybrids  inherit  the  ability  to 
change  leaf  color  while  others  do  not.  The  appearance  of 
the  trait  in  the  first  generation  suggests  that  it  may  be  a 
genetic  dominant.  The  trait  for  leaf  color  change  may  be 
of  interest  to  hybridizers  as  a  way  of  introducing  new 
leaf  traits  into  cultivars. 

Q.  What  is  the  genetic  inheritance  of  ‘‘bustle  ’’foliage? 
A.  The  ability  to  produce  small  side  leaves  at  the  base 
of  the  leaf  blade,  or  bustle  foliage,  is  a  genetic 
dominant.  Crossing  a  non-bustled  plant  to  a  bustled 
plant  should  produce  about  50%  bustled  offspring. 

Seedlings  will  not  usually  express  the  trait  until 
maturity.  Therefore,  in  selecting  for  bustled  foliage, 
be  sure  the  plants  have  reached  good  size  and  show 
full  leaf  growth. 

Q.  Why  do  some  seedlings  from  a  Tommie  Lou 
variegated  plant  have  intense  variegation  while 
others  have  vey  little? 

A.  The  trait  for  Tommie  Lou  variegation  is  inherited 
from  the  mother  or  seed  parent.  The  expression  of 
the  trait  is  dependent  on  the  number  of  mutant 
chloroplasts  versus  the  number  of  normal 


chloroplasts  that  the  egg  cell  inherits.  Chloroplast 
distribution  during  egg  cell  formation  is  controlled 
by  chance.  Therefore,  some  eggs  will  get  many 
mutant  chloroplasts  and  will  be  highly  variegated 
while  others  get  mostly  normal  chloroplasts  and  will 
show  very  little  variegation. 

Using  a  highly  variegated  plant  as  the  seed  parent 
gives  the  eggs  a  higher  chance  to  inherit  mutant 
chloroplasts.  This  should  result  in  a  large  percentage 
of  seedlings  with  intense  variegation.  It  may  also, 
however,  increase  the  number  of  seedlings  without 
any  normal  chloroplasts.  These  albino  seedlings  will 
not  be  able  to  make  their  own  food  and  soon  die. 

Q.  Why  are  there  so  many  sizes  of  African  violet 
plants? 

A.  Plant  size  appears  to  be  controlled  by  several  gene 
pairs.  The  effect  of  each  individual  gene  is  additive. 
The  more  genes  a  plants  has,  the  larger  it  will  be 
able  to  grow. 

Large  plants  have  several  genes  for  size  while 
small  plants  have  very  few.  Breeding  a  large  plant 
with  a  small  plant  usually  produces  intermediate 
sized  offspring  because  the  offspring  will  be  interme¬ 
diate  in  their  number  of  genes  for  size. 

The  wide  range  of  plant  sizes  results  from  the 
various  combinations  of  genes  (few  to  many)  that 
are  available.  Crossing  two  intermediate  plants  will 
produce  mostly  intermediate  offspring,  but  chance 
will  also  combine  the  genes  so  that  a  few  very  large 
and  a  few  very  small  plants  will  be  produced. 
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Q.  Why  do  some  violet flowers  look  blue  and  others 
look  purple  f  both  contain  the  same  fower  pig¬ 
ment? 

A.  In  addition  to  the  usual  pigments  found  in  African 
violets,  the  flowers  may  contain  a  co-pigment.  The 
co-pigment  interacts  with  the  flower  pigments  and 
changes  their  color  slightly.  In  general,  the  co¬ 
pigment  acts  as  a  “blueing”  agent  and  darkens  the 
shade  of  the  flowers.  When  the  flower  is  dark  blue, 
the  co-pigment  darkens  the  color  to  purple.  Flowers 
that  lack  the  co-pigment  will  tend  to  look  more  blue. 

The  co-pigment  is  also  present  in  other  violet 
flower  colors.  In  the  reds  and  corals,  the  presence  of 
the  co-pigment  darkens  the  color  and  makes  them 
appear  dull.  When  absent,  the  colors  appear  brighter 
and  take  on  a  more  reddish  shade. 

The  presence  of  the  co-pigment  appears  to  be  a 
genetic  dominant.  Plants  with  the  co-pigment  will 
tend  to  produce  50  to  100%  co-pigmented  offspring. 

Q.  Why  are  African  violet  leaves  hairy? 

A.  Some  of  the  epidermal  cells  on  African  violet  leaves 
and  petioles  develop  into  hair  cells.  The  hair  cells 
come  in  two  types,  multi-cellular  and  short  1  or  2 


celled  hairs.  The  types  of  hair  present  and  the 
number  of  hairs  per  area  can  vary  extensively. 
Plants  with  a  high  number  of  long  hairs  per  area  will 
appear  the  “hairiest”  while  plants  with  only  short 
hairs  may  appear  shiny  and  waxy. 

The  type  and  number  of  hairs  is  important  in  dis¬ 
tinguishing  the  various  African  violet  species.  The 
presence  of  hairs  is  under  genetic  control,  but  the 
pattern  of  the  inheritance  is  uncertain. 

O.  Is  it  possible  to  have  two  plants  exchange  genetic 
irformation  through  a  graft  to  create  a  new  plant? 

A.  Grafting  allows  the  shoot  of  one  type  of  plant  to  use 
the  roots  of  another  for  gathering  nutrients  and 
water.  There  is  no  exchange  of  genetic  material 
between  the  tissues.  A  new  type  of  plant  cannot  be 
created  using  this  method. 

I  have  seen  some  information  that  suggested 
grafting  two  leaves  together  would  allow  a  new 
hybrid  to  be  created.  I  tried  the  method  and  it  did 
not  work.  If  a  new  plant  “seems”  to  appear,  my 
suspicion  would  be  that  it  was  a  sport  and  not  a 
hybrid. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck  •  RO.  Box  38  •  Oreland,  PA  19075-0038 


Donations  received  from  November  20,  1994  -  January 


Wisconsin  Council  of  AVC,  WI  1 0.00 

Bahamas  AVS,  Nassau,  Bahamas  15.00 

In  memory  of  Pearl  Cox 

Evening  AVC  of  Des  Moines,  lA  1 0.00 

Quad  City  AVS,  Davenport,  lA  25.00 

In  memory  of  Jimmy  Dates 

Conrad  N.  Nelson,  Minneapolis,  MN  2.00 

Jefferson  AV  Association,  Metairie,  LA  25.00 

Anne  &  Frank  Tinari,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  25.00 
In  memory  of  Reverend  Philip  Palmer, 

Anne  Tlnari’s  only  brother 

Silvermine  AVS,  Hartford,  CT  20.00 

In  lieu  of  a  speaker’s  fee  to  Ann  Butler 
AVS  of  Greater  Tulsa,  Tulsa,  OK  1 0.00 

Doris  Sarslow,  St.  Paul,  MN  25.00 


In  loving  memory  of  Dora  J.  Baker,  of  St.  Paul,  Minne¬ 
sota,  who  passed  away  on  January  1,  1995.  Dora  was  a 
lifelong  member  of  AVSA.  The  following  memorials  are 
from  her  grandchildren,  great-grandchildren,  one  great- 
great-grandchild,  other  family  members  and  friends. 


20,  1995; 

Ronald  &  Gretchen  Nelson,  Fridley,  MN  25.00 

Betsy  &  John  DuBay,  Prior  Lake,  MN  5.00 

Bruce  &  Jane  Baker,  Chaska,  MN  10.00 

Harold  Baker  III,  Williamsburg,  VA  20.00 

Kelly  &  Brad  Thorson,  Pelican  Rapids,  MN  and 
Susan  &  Richard  Isaman,  Pelican  Rapids,  MN  20.00 
John  Meader  III,  Minnetonka,  MN  and 
Rick  &  Cathy  Weisser,  Fargo,  ND  25.00 

William  &  Janet  Baker,  Winona,  MN  10.00 

Geoff  &  Anita  Skews,  Golden  Valley,  MN  10.00 
Jo  &  Doug  Kittelson,  Minneapolis,  MN  10.00 

John  L.  Meader,  Jr.,  Pelican  Rapids,  MN  25.00 

Cindy  F.  Silianoff,  Minneapolis,  MN  20.00 

A.C.  Kleingartner,  West  Fargo,  ND  20.00 

In  memory  of  Dora  J.  Baker 

Mrs.  Eileen  Blaisdell,  Minneapolis,  MN  100.00 

In  memory  of  Dora  J.  Baker 


Glenn  &  Diane  Stratton,  Inver  Grove  Heights,  MN  20.00 
In  memory  of  Dora  J.  Baker. 
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Registration  Report 


Iris  Keating 
149  Loretto  Ct. 
Claremont,  CA  9 1 7 1 1 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two  years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  unless  completed  within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  then  $4.00.  Please  make  check  payable  to  AVSA. 


REGISTRATIONS 

Ruth  Bann  -  Fridley,  MN 

‘REBEL’S  FLAMING  STAR  (8125)  12/8/94  (R.  Bann) 
Semidouble  magenta  red  large  frilled  star.  Medium 
green,  pointed,  quilted,  glossy,  serrated.  Large 

‘REBEL’S  PEACHY  FRILLS  (8126)  12/8/94  (R.  Bann) 
Semidouble  pale  pink  large  ruffled  star/thin  peach 
edge.  Dark  green,  ovate,  quilted,  glossy,  savy, 
serrated/red  back.  Large 

‘REBEL’S  MIDNIGHT  MAUVE  (8127)  12/19/94  (R. 
Bann)  Semidouble  lavender-violet  two-tone  large 
ruffled  star/darker  edge.  Variegated  black-green,  tan 
and  gray,  pointed,  glossy/red  back.  Standard 

‘REBEL’S  WHITE  ARROW  (8128)  12/19/94  (R.  Bann) 
Semidouble  white  large  ruffled  star.  Medium  green, 
heart-shaped,  quilted,  glossy,  serrated.  Standard 

Dolores  Harrington  -  Fridley,  MN 

‘SAINT  PAUL  (8129)  12/26/94  (D.  Harrington)  Single 
orchid  sticktite  pansy/wine  top  petals  and  shading, 
thin  white  ruffled  edge.  Medium-dark  green,  heart- 
shaped,  quilted,  serrated/red  black.  Standard 

Jim  Boyer  -  Orlando,  FL 

‘THANKS  ALYCE  (8130)  12/30/94  (J.  Boyer)  Single 
chimera  pink  ruffled/purple  stripe,  fantasy.  Dark 
green,  quilted,  glossy.  Standard 

Jean  Bell  -  Codys,  New  Brunswick,  Canada 

‘ANITA  VIVIAN  (8131)  1/18/95  (J.  Bell)  Double 
medium  mauve  sticktite  pansy/darker  shading, 
white  ruffled  edge.  Dark  green,  quilted/red  back. 

Standard 


Don  Ness  -  White  Bear  Lake,  MN 
‘NESS’  ANGEL  GLITTER  (8132)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  fuchsia  ruffled  pansy/darker  sparkle 
fantasy,  edge.  Dark  green,  pointed,  serrated/red 
back.  Semiminiature 

‘NESS’  CANDY  PINK  (8133)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  hot  pink  ruffled  star.  Variegated  dark 
green,  pink  and  cream,  quilted,  serrated/red  back. 
Standard 

‘NESS’  CORAL  SUNSET  (8134)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  coral  pansy.  Variegated  dark  green, 
cream,  tan  and  pink,  plain,  scalloped/red  back. 
Large 

‘NESS’  CRANBERRY  SWIRL  (8135)  1/19/95  (D. 
Ness)  Double  white  star/variable  fuchsia  edge. 
Variegated  green  and  cream,  plain,  pointed.  Sucker 
propagation.  Semiminiature 
‘NESS’  CRINKLE  BLUE  (8136)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Double  dark  blue  star/thin  white  edge.  Dark  green, 
quilted,  serrated/red  back.  Semiminiature 
‘NESS’  DANCING  EYES  (8137)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble-double  medium  blue  pansy/pink 
fantasy.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream, 
heart-shaped,  scalloped/red  back.  Standard 
‘NESS’  FOREVER  BLUE  (8138)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  light  blue  star/white  edge.  Dark  green, 
wavy,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 
‘NESS’  GLITTER  LACE  (8139)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  fuchsia  ruffled  pansy/darker  sparkle 
edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  scalloped/red  back. 
Standard 

‘NESS’  GRAPE  FIZZ  (8140)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness)  Double 
grape  star/white  edge.  Dark  green,  plain,  pointed/red 

back.  Semiminiature 
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‘NESS’  NORTHERN  LIGHTS  (8141)  1/19/95  (D, 
Ness)  Semidouble  dark  blue  large  star/white  edge. 
Crown  variegated  medium  green,  cream  and  tan, 
quilted,  scalloped/red  back.  Standard 
‘NESS’  PRAIRIE  STAR  (8142)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  fuchsia-red  large  raffled  star.  Variegated 
dark  green,  cream  and  tan,  scalloped/red  back. 
Standard 

•NESS’  SASSY  LASSY  (8143)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  dark  fuchsia  large  pansy/smaller  top 
petals,  white  edge.  Crown  variegated  light-medium 
green  and  cream,  heart-shaped,  wavy,  scalloped. 
Standard 

•NESS’  SATIN  ROSE  (8144)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness)  Double 
rose-mauve  two-tone  star.  Dark  green,  quilted, 
scalloped/red  back.  Semiminiature 
•NESS’  SHEER  PEACH  (8145)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble-double  peach-pink  pansy.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Semiminiature 
•NESS’  SNOW  CLOUDS  (8146)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  white  large  ruffled  pansy.  Medium 
green,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 
•NESS’  VIKING  FROST  (8147)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  white  pansy.  Medium  green,  quilted, 
scalloped.  Standard 


Elizabeth  Wasche  -  Brigantine,  N| 

•JERSEY  BELLE  (8148)  1/19/95  (E.  Wasche)  Single 
medium  pink  wavy  star/darker  eye,  fantasy  edge. 
Dark  green,  plain,  longfolia,  pebbled/red  back. 
Large 


NAME  RESERVATIONS 
Don  Ness  -  White  Bear  Lake,  MN 
(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name  Ness’) 

*  Apricot  Beauty  *  Blue  Ribbons  *  Coral  Dream  * 
Desert  Peach  *  Dreamglo  *  Gold  Dust  *  Golden  Fleece 

*  Hot  Pepper  *  Line  Dancer  *  Peppermint  Stick  * 
Tangerine  *  Trailblazer  *  Viking  Fantasy  *  Winter 
Lace 

NAME  RESERVATIONS  RENEWALS 
Don  Ness  -  White  Bear  Lake,  MN 
(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name  Ness’) 

*  Angel  Doll  *  Angel  Frost  *  Angel  Face  *  Angel 
Tears  *  Bedazzled  *  Cascade  Blue  *  Cherry  Smoke  * 
Coral  Dawn  *  Coral  Frost  *  Forever  Pink  *  Lavender 
Frost  *  Peach  Glow  *  Pinafore  Pink  *  Pink  Patches  * 
Plum  Pretty  *  Red  Sparkler  *  Sizzlin’  Red  *  Snow 
Belle  *  Spreckles  *  Tiny  Flame  *  Velvet  Lace 


AVSA  Booster  Fund 

Ruth  Warren  •  1534  Robeson  St,  •  Fall  River,  MA  02720 


Georgene  Albrecht  20.00 

Memory  of  Hugh  Mackey  and  Howard  Bums 
Diablo  Valley  AVG  25.00 

Robert  Johnson  10.00 

Judy  Barnett  25.00 

AVS  of  Kentuckiana  10.00 

Sweetwater  AVS  of  Long  Island  1 0.00 

Columbus  AVS  25.00 

Northern  CA  Council  of  AVS  25.00 

Bay  State  AV  Judges  Council  25.00 

Memory  of  Harlan  Montgomery 
San  Marcos  AVS  10.00 

AVS  of  East  Bay  Inc.  500.00 

Mary  W.  Beall  50.00 

Memory  of  Dr.  Major  W.  Rhodes 
Lesley  Peters  25.00 

Baja  Oregon  Bloomers  5.00 


Moby  Dick  AVC  25.00 

Memory  of  Harlan  Montgomery 
Rocky  Mnt.  AVC  500.00 

Stella  Richardson  10.00 

Jefferson  AVA  25.00 

Wisconsin  AVC  10.00 

Bay  State  AVS  25.00 

Memory  of  Harlan  Montgomery 
Ohio  State  AVS  25.00 

Scott  Ewing  25.00 


AVSA  sincerely  appreciates  all  contributions  to  the 
Booster  Fund.  Your  efforts  help  to  provide  for  articles  not 
included  in  the  AVSA  budget.  Those  who  choose  to 
honor  the  memory  of  loved  ones  through  this  fund  keep 
them  all  in  our  hearts  and  minds  forever. 
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*^And  The  Winners  Are,,/' 


Al  and  Cathy  Cornibe 
197  Archer  Drive 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 


We  want  to  thank  Hortense  Pittman  for  asking  us  to 
do  this  column  (formerly  S/iow  Talk)  for  the  AVM.  We 
were  honored  that  she  and  Sundown  thought  of  us. 
They  are  the  sweetest  couple  that  anyone  could  ever  hope 
to  meet,  but  that  should  not  come  as  a  surprise  since  most 
violet  lovers  are  very  special  people. 

Our  new  form  AND  THE  WINNERS  ARE...  will 
be  included  in  the  AVSA  Standard  Show  Awards  Packet. 
After  this  form  is  completed,  it  should  be  mailed  back  to 
us  (instructions  are  on  the  form) .  In  addition  to  a  change 
in  the  format,  we  have  included  the  “Best  Gesneriad” 


winner  in  an  effort  to  please  more  of  our  readers. 

Darryl  Hoover  has  done  an  excellent  job  on  Show 
Talk,  and  he  deserves  thanks  for  the  time  and  effort  he 
has  devoted  to  this  column. 

Correction  from  the  Jan/Feb  ’95  issue:  The  show 
listed  as  the  Northern  California  Council  of  AV  Societies 
should  have  been  listed  as  the  1994  California  State 
Convention  (sponsored  by  the  Northern  California 
Council  of  AV  Societies  and  the  AV  Council  of  Southern 
California) . 


I  have  recently 
become  an  Afri- 
violet  lover.  In 
just  three  months,  I  have  gone  from 
not  having  any  African  violets  to  having  twenty- 
nine!  I  have  had  a  few  in  the  past  that  did  not  do  well  for 
me  because  of  lighting,  and  the  fact  that  they  were  in  clay 
pots.  I  was  not  taking  the  necessary  precautions  due  to 
lack  of  knowledge.  Now  that  I  think  back,  I  am  sure  I  was 
doing  many  things  wrong  due  to  lack  of  knowledge.  I 
have  always  had  lots  of  plants  in  my  home  and  they 
have  always  thrived  beautifully.  I  began  reading  this  past 
summer  about  the  care  of  certain  plants  that  I  have  never 
owned  and  got  the  desire  to  try  African  violets  once 
again.  I  bought  five  of  them  one  day,  and  to  my  delight, 
they  bloomed  beautifully.  At  that  time  I  had  many  of  my 
other  houseplants  on  the  kitchen  table  with  these  new 
African  violets.  There  is  a  skylight  above  the  table, 
making  it  a  favorite  spot  for  many  of  my  plants.  We  had 
very  little  space  to  actually  eat  our  meals,  which  really 
didn’t  bother  me  a  bit.  My  husband,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  not  feeling  the  same.  One  day,  he  said  to  me, 
“I  would  do  anything  to  have  my  kitchen  table  back.” 
With  a  gleam  in  my  eye  I  said,  “Anything?”  I  had  already 
begun  dreaming  of  fluorescent  light  shelves  through-out 
the  apartment.  So,  I  made  the  suggestion.  In  a  few  days, 
my  husband  began  building  me  a  couple  of  shelves. 


I  went  to  an  African  Violet  Show  in  Stoney  Creek,  Con¬ 
necticut  at  this  time,  and  my  enthusiasm  grew  in  leaps 
and  bounds!  I  bought  seven  or  eight  more  African  violets 
that  day  and  my  husband  built  a  few  more  shelves  with 
fluorescent  lights.  While  at  that  African  violet  show,  I  had 
picked  up  a  catalogue  from  Tinari’s  Greenhouses  in 
Pennsylvania.  1  began  looking  through  that  catalogue 
everyday,  circling,  underlining,  and  marking  all  the  plants  I 
felt  I  just  had  to  have.  I  got  it  down  to  eight  which  is  all 
the  room  I  had.  My  husband’s  family  lives  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  that  is  where  we  spend  Thanksgiving.  The  day 
after  Thanksgiving  we  drove  to  Tinari’s  and  for  almost 
two  hours  I  walked  around  admiring  the  beautiful  varieties 
that  I  had  never  seen  before.  I  ended  up  taking  home 
fifteen  African  violets  that  day,  and  my  husband  built  a 
little  more  shelving.  This  is  Dec.  1st.  My  first  African  violet 
was  bought  in  mid  August,  and  I  already  have  twenty- 
nine!  They  most  definitely  have  a  hold  on  me  and  have 
moved  into  first  place  in  my  heart  compared  with  all  my 
other  plants. 

Most  of  my  friends  and  family  seem  to  think  that  I 
have  gone  nuts.  But,  I  do  catch  my  husband  stopping  to 
look  at  the  new  little  flowers  popping  up  every  day,  as  he 
walks  by.  And  there  definitely  is  a  smile  on  his  face. 

A  grateful,  joyful,  new  member  of 
The  African  Violet  Society  of  America 
Sherry  Nealon  -  Hamden,  CT 
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what  Is  A  Data  Link? 

M.  Diane  Richardson  •  9207  Ravenwood  Road 
Baltimore,  MD  21237  •  (410)  686-4667  After  6  pm  ET 


In  the  September/October  1994  issue  of  the  African 
Violet  Magazine,  Lynn  Lombard  wrote  an  excellent  article 
on  the  background  of  AVSA’s  involvement  with  the  latest 
program  to  be  done  by  the  National  Agriculture  Library 
located  in  Beltsville,  Maryland.  Sounded  great  -  right?  But 
for  those  who  wanted  to  volunteer,  many  questions  still 
remained. 

Do  volunteers  have  to  have  computer  experience? 

Absolutely  not,  all  technical  work  will  be  done  by  NAL. 
Do  they  have  to  be  located  on  the  East  Coast  where  the 
hub  of  the  activity  is  going  to  take  place? 

Again,  absolutely  not. 

Why  has  coordination  of  the  DataLink  Committee  moved 
to  the  East  Coast? 

The  National  Agricultural  Library  is  located  just  outside 
Washington  D.C.  The  logistics  of  trying  to  coordinate 
from  the  West  Coast,  not  to  mention  the  cost  in 
telephone  calls,  simply  made  it  more  feasible  to  work 
locally. 

Do  we  still  need  volunteers? 

YES! 

What  will  the  DataLink  Committee  be  doing? 

1 .  Very  simply  put  -  they  will  read.  In  checking  for  articles 
to  be  linked  on  the  CD,  members  will  get  a  chance  to  go 
over  articles  either  long  forgotten  or  never  read  before. 
It  should  be  a  very  educational  experience. 

2.  Once  the  AVM  has  been  completely  scanned,  each  issue 
will  be  checked  by  committee  members  to  note  articles 
that  should  be  linked  to  a  major  heading  (such  as 
Species  -  September/October  1994  Volume  47,  Number 
5,  page  28).  Upon  completion,  if  a  member  wished  to 
look  up  all  articles  on  Species,  they  have  only  to  look 
up  Species  and  it  will  list  and  include  all  articles 
published  in  the  past.  Links  will  also  be  made  with  the 


Handbook  for  Judges  &  Exhibitors  and  other  AVSA 
publications,  as  well  as  color  photos  of  violets. 

3.  Our  first  project  is  to  locate  good  copies  of  every  issue 
of  the  African  Violet  Magazine  so  they  may  be  scanned 
onto  the  CD  as  a  permanent  archival  record  on  African 
violets.  We  need  copies  without  writing  or  marking  in 
them.  A  list  of  back  issues  still  needed  is  included.  Any 
magazines  or  materials  sent  to  the  DataLink  Committee 
will  be  returned  to  their  owners  after  scanning. 
Scanning  in  no  way  damages  your  magazines.  If  you 
have  any  of  the  issues  we  need,  please  call  me  and  we 
will  make  arrangements  to  borrow  them. 

4.  Other  publications  will  be  included  if  we  can  obtain 
permission  from  the  author’s  and/or  publishers.  To 
date,  both  Anne  Tlnari  and  Dr.  Charles  Cole  have  given 
us  permission  to  use  their  books  in  our  program. 

5.  Local  DataLink  Committee  members  will  be  involved  in 
the  scanning  process.  This  will  aid  in  lowering  the  cost 
of  the  CD.  Although  AVSA  has  allocated  a  donation  of 
$2,000  for  the  project,  our  share  is  much  closer  to  an 
additional  $16,000  which  we  hope  to  raise  through 
donations  from  some  of  the  major  growers  of  violets, 
and  those  who  sell  other  related  growing  equipment,  as 
well  as  individual  interested  parties  and  clubs. 
Donations  to  the  DataLink  Committee  can  be  sent  to 
the  AVSA  office  or  to  Meredith  Hall,  Treasurer  of  AVSA. 

6.  Photographs  of  every  description  are  needed.  Good 
close-up  color  photos  of  the  various  blossom  types, 
close-ups  of  leaf  types,  as  well  as  examples  of  design. 
Individual  well-known  named  varieties  are  also  needed. 

It  isn’t  often  that  a  committee  can  take  advantage  of  the 
expertise  and  help  of  an  entire  organization  of  1 1 ,000 
plus  members.  Any  suggestions  you  have  for  items 
that  should  be  included  on  the  CD  would  be  greatly 
appreciated.  Let  us  hear  from  you. 


We  are  currently  looking  for  the  following  issues  of  the  AVM  for  use  in  scanning. 

1946  through  1961  all  issues 

1968  all  issues 

1977  number  1  (II  of  II) 

1962  number  1,  3,  4,  5 

1969  all  issues 

1978  number  1  (II  of  II),  4  (II  of  II) 

1963  all  issues 

1971  number  1,  5  (II  of  II) 

1979  number  4  (II  of  II) 

1964  all  issues 

1972  number  4  (II  of  II) 

1980  number  4  (II  of  II)  5 

1965  number  1,  2,  3,  4 

1973  number  1  (11  of  II)  4  (II  of  11) 

1981  number  1  (II  of  II)  4 

1966  number  1,  2,  3,  4 

1974  number  1,  3,  4  (II  of  II) 

1982  number  2,  4 

1967  all  issues 

1975  number  1  (II  of  II)  3,  4,  5 

1976  number  1  (II  of  II) 

1983  number  2,  3,  4,  5 
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Question  Box 


t  489  Linwood  Avenue 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 


Ralph  Robinson 
RO.  Box  9 
Naples,  NY  14512 


Here  are  a  few  thoughts  for  the  upcoming  summer.  For 
most  of  us,  our  violets  just  never  seem  to  be  as  happy  in 
July  and  August  as  they  do  in  the  winter  and  spring. 
Most  of  us  blame  their  unhappiness  on  the  summertime 
heat  and  humidity,  but  we  too  are  responsible!  Truth  be 
told,  our  violets  just  don’t  see  as  much  of  us  -  at  a  time 
when  they  need  us  most.  It’s  easy  to  spend  time  fussing 
over  our  plants  when,  like  some  of  us,  you’re  snowbound 
inside  the  house.  In  the  summer,  when  soil  dries  sooner, 
blooms  fade  earlier,  and  necks  seem  to  appear  from 
nowhere,  where  are  we  then?  Not  in  the  house  taking 
care  of  our  violets,  of  course.  There  are  ‘better’  things  for 
us  to  do  elsewhere.  So  just  a  little  reminder  on  your 
violets  behalf  -  don’t  forget  us,  we  still  need  you! 

QUESTION:  What  pesticide  do  you  use  in  your 
regular,  preventative  spraying  program?  I  would  like 
something  to  control fungus  gnats  and  springtails  in 
particular. 

ANSWER:  Since  I  spend  most  of  my  days  working 
amongst  my  plants,  I  try  to  use  toxic  chemicals  as 
infrequently  as  possible.  In  short,  I  don’t  have  a  ‘preven¬ 
tative’  program  of  spraying.  I  do  use  them,  but  only 
when  a  specific  problem  makes  it  necessary.  Fortunately, 
I’ve  never  found  pesticides  to  be  needed  to  control  fungus 
gnats  or  springtails. 

Fungus  gnats  are  those  very  tiny  black  flies  that  hover 
around  your  plants  and  in  your  lights.  They’re  especially 
common  in  the  summertime,  since  they  easily  fly  through 
window  screens.  Springtails  are  very  tiny,  light-colored, 
thread-like  pests  that  can  be  found  on  the  surface  of 
damp  soil  or  in  water  saucers,  and  can  ‘jump  about’. 
Neither  are  much  of  a  threat  to  your  plant’s  health. 

I’ve  found  that  the  simplest  solution  is  to  simply  let  the 
soil  dry  between  waterings.  The  plant  needn’t  go  limp 


but,  since  both  these  pests  desire  moist  conditions, 
eliminating  the  damp  environment  will  eliminate  the  pest. 
For  those  using  a  wick  or  capillary-matting  system  to 
water  plants,  let  the  reservoir/mat  dry  thoroughly  before 
watering.  Also,  these  pests,  like  many  others,  feed  on 
decaying  organic  matter  -  meaning  dead  or  rotting  leaves 
and  blossoms.  Good  culture  and  regular  grooming  can 
prevent  a  host  of  potential  problems. 

QUESTION:  I’ve  had  problems  with  compound 
crowns  in  trailers,  also  occasionally  a  compound  crown 
sucker  in  a  miniature.  This  occurs  even  in  plants  that 
haven’t  been  subjected  to  any  unusual  stress.  Also, 
leaves  from  these  plants  will  produce  offspring  with  this 
same  habit. 

ANSWER;  ‘Crown  suckers’  can  be  very  frustrating, 
particularly  since  they  are  difficult  to  remove  without 
damaging  the  center  of  the  plant.  As  you  noted,  suck- 
ering  is  frequently  induced  by  stressful  conditions,  since 
this  is  just  another  means  of  the  plant  trying  to  reproduce 
itself.  Showplants  are  notorious  for  suckering  more  when 
disbudded  -  preventing  one  means  of  reproduction  only 
encourages  another.  Any  form  of  stress  -  heat,  irregular 
watering,  overuse  of  fertilizers  or  other  chemicals,  can 
induce  suckering. 

Sometimes,  however,  suckering  occurs  even  under 
good  cultural  conditions.  Since  this  habit  seems  confined 
to  a  few  varieties  in  particular,  my  guess  is  that  this  trait 
is  genetic  in  nature.  Some  varieties  are  just  more  prone  to 
(crown)  suckering  than  others.  As  a  hybridizer,  I  also 
know  that  it’s  a  trait  that  is  easily  passed  along  in 
seedlings,  and  has  to  be  ‘bred  out’.  In  other  cases,  this 
condition  is  present  in  only  a  few  particular  plants 
(a  ‘strain’)  of  the  variety.  Acquiring  a  plant  of  this  variety 
from  another  source  (who  doesn’t  have  this  problem) 
would  be  the  best  solution. 
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QUESTION:  I  was  told  to  cut  the  stem  at  an  angle 
when  rooting  leaves.  I’d  never  done  this  before.  Is  there 
a  difference? 

ANSWER:  There  is,  but  it’s  probably  not  significant. 
The  logic  behind  cutting  the  petiole  at  an  angle  is  to 
expose  more  (cut)  surface  area  from  which  new  plantlets 
will  sprout.  (Note:  be  sure  that  the  cut  area  faces 
forwards,  so  the  plantlets  sprout  in  front  of  the  leaf 
blade) .  The  greater  the  angle  of  the  cut,  the  more  area  is 
exposed.  Thken  one  step  further,  if  more  cuts  are  made, 
exposing  more  area,  even  more  plantlets  can  be 
produced.  For  instance,  making  additional  cuts  or 
‘notches’  in  the  petiole  can  increase  production  of 
plantlets.  I’ve  done  all  of  these  myself,  with  the  expected 
results,  though  typically  1  just  cut  the  petiole  end  at  a  45- 
degree  angle. 

Having  said  this,  none  of  this  fancy  cutting  is  really 
necessary.  Keep  in  mind  that  exposing  more  area  with 
the  cut(s)  makes  it  more  likely  that  the  leaf  itself  might 
die.  Most  greenhouses,  for  example,  instruct  their 
workers  to  make  a  simple  perpendicular  cut.  For  them, 
the  few  extra  plantlets  to  be  gained  don’t  justify  a  more 
complicated  method. 

QUESTION:  I  plan  on  going  on  a  two-month 
vacation  this  summer,  and  would  like  some  ideas  on 
what  would  keep  my  violets  alive  for  this  long.  They 
won ’t  be  cared  for  while  I’m  away. 


ANSWER:  Though  there  may  be  a  better  idea,  here’s 
what  I  would  do.  Out  of  necessity,  it’s  something  I’ve 
done  in  the  past  with  portions  of  my  collection.  First, 
repot  your  violets,  removing  all  but  the  center  and, 
perhaps,  the  first  row  of  leaves.  Remove  all  buds  and 
flowers.  The  idea  here  is  not  to  leave  anything  on  the 
plant  (leaves  or  blooms)  that  will  need  to  be  pruned  or 
removed  during  your  time  away,  since  you  won’t  be 
around  to  do  any  grooming. 

You  also  need  to  keep  the  soil  from  drying  out  while 
you’re  away.  One  solution  would  be  to  wick-water  the 
plants,  being  sure  to  leave  enough  water  in  the  reservoir 
to  last  until  your  return.  Another  option  is  to  place  the 
plants  in  a  transparent,  covered  container,  such  as  a 
plastic  ‘sweater-box’.  Since  this  prevents  evaporation,  the 
plants  should  stay  moist  for  quite  some  time.  Be  sure  to 
leave  enough  room  inside  the  container  for  the  plants  to 
grow.  This  works  very  well  with  miniatures  or  very 
young  plants.  Be  sure  plants  are  well  groomed  and 
disbudded,  to  avoid  anything  from  rotting. 

Keep  the  plants  in  their  usual  bright  growing  area.  Put 
lights  on  lamp  timers,  which  will  turn  them  on  and  off  at 
regular  intervals.  Avoid  leaving  them  in  windows,  since 
natural  light  can’t  be  controlled  while  you’re  gone.  If  all 
goes  well,  your  violets  should  do  just  fine.  In  fact,  having 
been  repotted  and  disbudded,  you  might  just  come  home 
to  a  spectacular  display  of  color! 


Name  of  columnist  replying  is  in  bold  print. 


MARGARET  ROSS,  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  VA,  died  in  january  1995  at 
the  age  of  101.  Mrs.  Ross  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Richmond  African  Violet  Society,  and  helped  organize  the 
club  in  1948.  She  served  as  President  for  three  terms. 

NETA  JUNITA  CURTIS  of  Denver,  CO,  passed  away 
in  December  1995.  She  was  a  member  of  AVSA  and  of 
the  Gesneriad  African  Violet  Club. 

FLORA  SEMEN  of  New  jersey  died  in  December 
1994.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Garden  State  AVC, 
Tristate  AV  Council,  and  the  New  Jersey  Council  of  AV 
Judges.  She  had  held  the  position  of  President  in  all  three 
organizations.  Flora  worked  long  hours  raising  funds  for 
the  AVSA  Building  Fund,  and  loved  doing  designs  for 
local,  state,  and  national  shows. 

MARLA  HENDERSON  of  California  passed  away  in 
November  1994.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Ventura 
County  AVS,  the  Thousand  Oaks  AVS  and  AVSA.  Marla 
held  several  positions  in  the  local  clubs  and  enjoyed 
contributing  to  shows  and  sales  events. 

BERNIEL  WEIGHT  of  Mankato,  MN,  died  in 


September  1994.  She  was  a 
member  of  AVSA  for  many  years 
and  attended  many  conventions.  Berniel  also  was  a 
member  of  the  AVS  of  Minnesota. 

GLADYS  C,  COUSER,  of  New  Jersey,  passed  away  in 
October  of  1994.  Gladys  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Union  County  AVS  and  was  active  for  many  years.  She 
was  also  a  member  of  the  AVC  of  New  Jersey,  judging  in 
shows  in  New  Jersey  and  other  states. 

LEORA  B.  EWING,  of  Bridge  City,  Texas  passed  away 
on  February  1,  1995.  A  long-time  grower  of  African 
violets,  Leora  was  a  member  of  the  African  Violet  Culture 
Club  of  Port  Arthur,  Texas  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Four  Seasons  AVC. 

MILDRED  FELLY,  of  Des  Moines,  lA,  passed  away  in 
December  1994.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Evening  AVC  of  Des  Moines. 

JOANN  W.  LLOYD,  of  Cato,  NY,  died  in  January 
1995.  Mrs.  Lloyd  was  a  Commercial  Member  of  AVSA. 
She  was  also  a  member  of  the  New  York,  Massachusetts, 
Mid- Atlantic  and  Syracuse  African  Violet  Societies. 


In 
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AVS A  Commercials . . . 


A  Closer  Look 


David  Buttram 
P.O.  Box  193 
Independence,  MO  64501 


Rob’s  Mini-o-lets 


Our  visit  to  the  beautiful  Finger  Lakes  region  of  New 
York  includes  dropping  in  on  Ralph  (Rob)  Robinson  and 
his  Mini-o-lets. 

So  named  for  their  digit-like  form,  the  Finger  Lakes  are 
surrounded  by  vineyards  where  most  of  the  New  York 
wines  are  produced.  It  is  on  the  Canandaigua  Lake  and  in 
the  village  of  Naples  where  we  find  Rob  hybridizing  and 
growing  his  African  violets. 

Rob  lives  in  a  barn  that  is  almost  one  hundred  years 
old.  It  has  been  renovated  to  provide  modern  living 
quarters  in  the  loft  and  an  African  violet  shop  and  growing 
area  on  the  lower  floor. 


Dr.  Ralph  “Rob  ”  Robinson  with  the  many  rosettes  and 
ribbons  won  by  his  hybrids. 


Rob  was  first  introduced  to  African  violets  at  a  local 
greenhouse  where  he  bought  some  of  the  Rhapsodies.  He 
was  immediately  fascinated  and  wanted  to  grow  show 
quality  plants  which  led  him  to  join  AVSA  in  1977.  By  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  found  and  joined  an  AVSA  affiliate,  the 
AVS  of  Western  New  York  in  Buffalo. 

Being  the  only  male  and  only  twenty  years  old  at  the 
time  made  Rob  an  anomaly,  but  the  older  women  accepted 
him  and  now  the  club  has  several  men  and  younger 
members.  In  the  spring  of  1978  Rob  showed  the  members 
that  he  was  serious  as  he  entered  plants  in  their  show 
and  won  his  first  blue  ribbon.  The  results:  “I  was  hooked,” 
says  Rob. 

Six  years  passed  before  Rob  could  attend  an  AVSA 
convention.  His  first  was  the  1982  convention  in  Syracuse 
and  he  has  missed  only  two  since.  He  became  an  AVSA 
judge  in  1984  and  is  currently  a  Senior  Judge. 

An  educated  man,  Rob’s  background  was  not  in  horti¬ 
culture.  He  has  a  BS  and  MBA  in  Accounting  and  a  PhD  in 
Economics  and  Finance.  He  worked  for  a  CPA  firm  before 
teaching  at  State  University  at  Buffalo  for  eight  years  and 
at  Daemen  College  for  another  year. 

The  security  and  prestige  of  the  business  world  and 
academia  faded  in  comparison  to  the  desire  to  pursue  a 
dream  -  a  dream  of  hybridizing  and  growing,  showing  and 
selling  miniature  and  semi-miniature  African  violets. 

When  he  first  started  growing  African  violets,  Rob 
wanted  as  many  as  he  could  get.  Space  was  limited  so  he 
gravitated  toward  the  smaller  varieties. 

“I  thought  the  minis  and  semi-minis  left  much  to  be 
desired  -  were  far  inferior  to  what  was  available  in 
standard.  I  wanted  everything  standards  had  to  offer,  but 
in  a  small  size  -  unusual  multi-colors,  large  blooms, 
manageable  and  symmetrical  foliage,  etc.  Today  we  have 
those  traits.” 
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Indeed  we  do  have  these  traits  thanks  in  large  part  to 
Rob’s  efforts  which  began  in  1981.  By  1984  he  had  begun 
exhibiting  and  news  of  his  introductions  spread  quickly. 
He  didn’t  have  the  space  to  grow  enough  plants  to  sell  so 
he  made  new  varieties  available  to  about  ten  distributors. 

Of  these  early  hybrids  Rob  considers  ‘Rob’s  Soliloquy’ 
to  be  one  of  his  best  and  ‘Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket’  his  best 
trailer  on  the  market.  In  his  catalog  Rob  writes  of  the  latter, 
“The  BEST  trailer  around;  best  trailer  foliage...” 

Since  his  early  hybrids,  Rob  has  released  over  100 
varieties.  Each  is  unique  and  special  in  its  own  way. 
African  violet  growers  get  to  see  Rob’s  latest  every  year  at 
the  AVSA  conventions.  Since  the  1986  convention  in 
Orlando,  Florida,  Rob  has  had  a  commercial  display  table. 

Rob  now  drives  or  carries  his  show  plants  with  him.  A 
disappointing  experience  occurred  in  1988  as  his  beautiful 
show  plants  left  New  York  in  perfect  condition.  He  took  a 
train  to  Dallas  and  the  plants  were  delivered  by  a  well 
known  over-night  service.  They  were  in  horrible  condition, 
obviously  having  been  mishandled  and  poorly  treated. 

In  1985  the  business  had  grown  to  a  part-time  effort. 
Six  years  later,  Rob  left  teaching  and  devoted  himself  full 
time  to  African  violets.  He  no  longer  needs  his  distributors 
and  now  sells  directly  to  the  public  by  mail  and  at  his  shop. 

Rob  moved  to  his  present  location  in  1993  when  he 
opened  a  retail  shop.  Now  called  The  Violet  Barn,  to  attract 
the  non-hobbyist  trade,  Rob’s  coined  name,  Rob’s  Mini-o- 
lets,  is  still  used  for  mail  order  and  convention  sales. 

All  plants  are  grown  under  fluorescent  lights.  Currently, 
Rob  is  using  115  4'  light  fixtures  on  plants  stands  three 
tiers  high.  Each  shelf  measures  4'  x  12'.  The  lights  are  on 
13  hours  a  day  and  are  about  10"  above  the  plant  tops. 

The  shelves  have  been  waterproofed  with  a  coat  of 
fiberglass  resin  making  each  shelf  a  large  “tray”  in  which 
capillary  matting  is  used.  Rob  top  waters  the  larger  plants 
and  very  young  plants. 

Peters  20-20-20  fertilizer  is  used  on  the  soilless  mix  of 
1/2  Pro-Mix,  1/2  coarse  vermiculite,  with  some  added 
charcoal.  The  same  culture  is  applied  to  all  plants  regard¬ 
less  of  size  or  age. 

Rob  takes  pride  in  the  fact  that  his  plants  are  never 
crowded  and  are  constantly  groomed.  He  explains,  “1 
never  have  any  leaves  touching.  All  plants  are  inspected 
on  a  daily  basis,  removing  old  blooms  and  leaves.  I  try 
never  to  have  plants  with  visible  necks.  Leaves  of  all 
plants  are  brushed  every  three  weeks.  Clean  conditions 
and  good  culture  prevent  a  host  of  problems  - 1  don’t  spray 
or  drench  with  chemicals  unless  a  problem  requires  it.  I 
don’t  have  a  preventative  program.” 

About  his  business  Rob  says,  “Being  the  only  ‘worker’ 
and  also  needing  to  make  a  ‘living  wage’  means  that  I 
must  be  efficient.  Being  very  organized,  keeping  to  a  strict 
routine  and  never  deviating  from  good  culture  practices  is 


The  Violet  Bam  is  a  popular  site  to  visit  when  vaca¬ 
tioning  in  New  York. 


the  only  way  everything  is  possible.” 

Depending  on  the  time  of  year,  the  number  of  plants 
will  be  between  6,000  and  9,000.  The  majority  of  these 
will  be  miniatures,  all  of  which  are  Rob’s  hybrids.  Rob 
grows  a  significant  number  of  standards  (about  75 
varieties)  to  be  sold  from  the  shop  as  gift  plants. 

Rob  is  really  excited  about  the  future  of  streptocarpus. 
He  is  especially  optimistic  about  the  strep  hybrids  of 
jonathan  Ford,  which  he  sells.  Ford  is  a  businessman  from 
Ashtabula,  Ohio  who  stands  “head  and  shoulders  above  all 
the  other  strep  hybridizers.”  Several  of  the  Ford  introduc¬ 
tions  are  pictured  in  Rob’s  1995  color  catalog.  Pictured  and 
described  are  the  1995  introductions  in  addition  to  older 
favorites  of  African  violets  and  streptocarpus. 

The  frustrations  of  hybridizing  are  offset  by  the  rewards 
of  success.  Of  the  approximately  2,500  seedlings  grown 
every  year,  only  about  20-25  will  be  good  enough  to  be 
raised  and  released  for  sale. 

In  addition,  Rob  is  growing  1000  streptocarpus  seed¬ 
lings  every  year.  Next  spring  will  see  the  release  of  his  best 
seedlings  which  are  promised  to  have  “lots  of  bloom,  held 
in  bouquets  above  shiny  symmetrical  foliage,  in  some 
spectacular  color  combinations.” 

Ralph  Robinson  is  a  personable,  enthusiastic  young 
man.  His  quick  smile  and  warm  manner  belie  his  academic 
achievements  in  the  area  of  finance.  He  has  shown 
tremendous  courage  and  independence  by  striking  on  a 
course  he  has  wanted  for  himself  -  that  of  living  a  dream. 
For  many  that  dream  would  always  be  a  dream,  but  for 
Rob  it  is  a  reality.  Best  wishes,  Rob. 

As  always,  your  comments  and  suggestions  are 
appreciated.  Please  let  me  know  who  your  hybridizer  or 
grower  is  so  we  can  feature  him/her  in  the  future. 
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How  To  Classify  The  Other  Gesneriads 

Georgene  Albrecht  •101  Oak  Heights  Drive  •  Oakdale,  PA  15071 


Please  use  this  list  to  help  membership  enter  their 
gesneriads  in  the  proper  classes.  Many  AVSA  shows 
have  five  or  more  classes  to  enter.  Your  gesneriad  will 
have  an  easier  time  being  placed  and  judged  if  you  keep 
this  handy  list  as  a  quick  reference. 

1.  MINIATURES  -  any  type  of  gesneriad  that  is  small 
growing  (may  be  grown  in  a  clear  container  with  or 
without  a  cover  or  displayed  in  containers  or  pots 
according  to  schedules.) 

Example:  Sinningla  pusilla  growing  in  a  5-inch 
bowl  or  a  Streptocarpus  ‘Mighty  Mouse’ 
growing  in  a  2  72"  pot 

2.  TUBEROUS-ROOTED 

Sinningia  species  or  hybrids 

Ex:  Sinningia  speciosa.  the  florists’ 
gloxinia  OR  Sinningia  tubiflora.  a 
species  OR  Sinningia  ‘Georgia 
Sunset’ 

Chrysothemis 

Considered  tuberous  even  though  it 
does  not  form  much  of  a  tuber 

Nautilocalyx 

Considered  tuberous  even  though  it 
does  not  form  much  of  a  tuber,  if 
any 

3.  FIBROUS-ROOTED 

Aeschynanthus  (can  be  upright,  trailing  or 
spreading) 

Ex:  Upright  -  Aeschynanthus  ‘Big  Apple’ 
Trailing  -  A,  ‘Holiday  Bells’ 

Spreading  -  A.  ‘Black  Pagoda’ 

Chirita 

Ex:  Chirita  sinensis  ‘Agustifolia’ 
growing  in  a  6'  tub 

Columnea,  Dalbergaria,  Pentadenia,  Tricantha 

Ex:  Columnea  ‘Early  Bird’  in  an  8" 
hanging  basket 

Dalbergaria  and  others  can  be  large 
upright  growers 

Episcia,  Alsobia  (If  episcias  are  entered  in  non¬ 
blooming  class,  remove  all  possible  flower  buds) 

Ex:  Episcia  lilacina  ‘Blue  Nile’  in  a  large 
terrarium  bowl  OR  Alsobia  ‘Cygnet’ 
in  a  small  hanging  basket 


Gesneria 

Ex:  Gesneria  cuneifolia  ‘Esperanza’*  in 
6  inch  glass  bubble 

Nematanthus,  Codonanthe,  x-Codonanthus 

Ex:  Nematanthus  ‘Rio’  in  a  10  inch 
basket  OR  Codonanthe  devosiana 
‘Paula’  in  a  4  inch  pot 

Petrocosmea 

Ex:  Petrocosmea  Kerrii.*  a  species 
grown  in  a  7  inch  glass  jar 
Streptocarpus,  Streptocarpella 

Ex:  Streptocarpus  ‘Happy  Snappy’  in  a 
5"  tub  pot  OR  Streptocarpella  ‘Con¬ 
cord  Blue’  in  a  12"  hanging  basket 
Other  fibrous-rooted: 

Alloplectus 

Corytoplectus 

Drymonia 

Gasteranthus 

Moussonia 

Neomortonia 

Rufodorsia 

Tan  be  entered  in  miniature  if  small 

4.  SCALY-RHIZOMED 

Achimenes,  x-Achimenanthe 

Ex:  Achimenes  ‘Purple  King’  in  a  12" 
hanging  basket  OR  x-Achimenan- 
tha  ‘Dutch  Treat’  in  a  4"  pot 
Gloxinia  (These  are  not  the  florists’  gloxinias 
which  are  Sinningia  speciosa) 

Ex:  Gloxinia  ‘Chic’,  a  hybrid  OR 
Gloxinia  perennis.  a  species 
Kohleria,  Koellikeria,  x-Koellikohleria 

Ex:  Kohleria  ‘Amadeus’,  a  hybrid  OR 
Kohleria  bella.  a  species 
Others:  Eucodonia 

Diastema 
x-Glokeria 
x-Gloxistema 
x-Nautilothemis 
Niphaea 
x-Niphimenes 
Ornithoboea 
Phinaea 
Pearcea 
Smithiantha 
Ktanotrichum 
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violets  in  Namibia 


by  Anne  Birch 


This  is  a  tale  of  potential  disaster  which  turned  out 
well  -  goodness  only  knows  why. 

I  am  not  an  African  violet  enthusiast,  but  over  the 
past  year  I  have  become  an  African  violet  admirer.  1 
think  you  have  to  search  far  and  wide  to  find  a  plant 
that  can  share  its  environment  with  forty  noisy  nine 
year  olds  and  thrive. 

It  all  started,  fatefully,  with  the  annual  school  fete.  A 
friend  suggested  that  African  violets  would  be  winners 
for  the  plant  stall  and  told  me  how  to  propagate  leaves 
in  plastic  Coke  bottles. 

The  project  had  two  aims.  It  was  going  to  make 
money  for  the  school  and  be  a  plant-growing  experience 
for  the  children. 

The  leaves  started  their  life  at  home  on  forgotten 
window  sills  and  in  every  situation  that  was  adverse  to 
their  growth.  They  survived,  and  when  the  tiny  plantlets 
were  beginning  to  show  through,  I  took  them  to  school. 

The  class  room  window  sills  are  ideal  for  African 
violets,  with  plenty  of  bright  light  and  no  direct 
sunshine.  I  must  say  that  I  was  rather  concerned  about 
how  the  plants  would  take  to  the  company  they  had  to 
keep.  They  seemed  to  find  the  turmoil  perfectly 
acceptable  and  grew  happily.  When  they  were  big 
enough  they  were  inexpertly  repotted  (in  quite  the 
wrong  potting  medium)  and  returned  to  the  class  room. 

They  seemed  to  be  able  to  survive  any  amount  of 
heavy  breathing  and  didn’t  mind  being  touched,  picked 
up,  squabbled  over  and  marv^elled  at. 

We  were  given  some  rather  special  leaves  in  a  plastic 
Coke  bottle  and  when  the  plantlets  had  appeared  I  was 
distressed  to  see  that  a  group  of  little  girls  had  taken  the 
dome  off  the  base  of  the  bottle  and  were  counting  the 
‘babies’.  Children  count  by  touching.  I  was  about  to 
object  when  I  decided  that  any  plant  which  could  not 
survive  ignorance  probably  had  no  place  at  a  school  fete 
anyway.  I  was  worrying  needlessly.  Within  a  few  weeks 
they  had  grown  so  much  that  they  were  almost  jumping 
out  of  the  pot. 


When  the  wind  blows  from  the  desert  it  doesn’t 
matter  how  well  one’s  windows  fit,  the  sills  become 
covered  with  little  drifts  of  sand.  The  school  windows  fit 
especially  badly  and  one  morning  after  a  particularly 
strong  wind  we  found  seventy  five  little  leaf  shaped 
dunes  on  the  window  sills.  It  took  an  hour  of  blowing 
and  brushing  to  clean  them  up  again.  Fortunately, 
children  have  plenty  of  blow.  The  plants  didn’t  seem  to 
mind  this  novel  experience  and  didn’t  appear  to  suffer 
any  set-back  at  all. 

I  have  had  endless  entertainment  out  of  the  children 
who  became  instant  African  violet  experts.  It  is, 
sometimes,  awkward  to  live  with  forty  experts.  Anarchy 
threatened  one  day  when  I  cut  two  leaves  that  were 
getting  bigger  and  bigger,  producing  a  root  system  to 
rival  the  Welwitschia  and  not  a  single  infant  leaf 
Fortunately,  I  was  able  (thanks  to  Mrs.  Halford)  to  give 
an  acceptable  explanation. 

One  of  the  parents  reported  that  her  son  came  home 
and  said  that  her  violets  needed  more  light  because  their 
leaves  were  growing  upwards  and  she  should  move 
them.  She  said  he  sounded  so  smug  she  couldn’t  even 
feel  grateful.  Another  parent  found  her  ‘expert’  brushing 
her  violets  with  her  wickedly  expensive  blusher  brush. 
He  was  offended  at  her  ignorance  when  she  took  the 
brush  away. 

The  conclusion  of  this  lengthy  tale  of  generally  enthu¬ 
siastic  incompetence  is  that  we  made  a  most  satisfactory 
profit  out  of  our  healthy  plants  but  there  were  many 
times  when  I  wished  I  was  selling  toffee-apples  instead. 

So  -  was  it  beginner’s  luck,  or  are  African  violets 
always  kind  to  elderly  ladies  and  young  children?  Or  is  it 
that  somewhere  in  their  genes  they  have  a  memory  of 
sharing  their  misty  mountain  beginnings  with  clumsy, 
careless.  Neanderthal  man? 

Reprinted  with  permission  from 
“Violets  Agrowing” ,  publication  of  the 
Cape  African  Violet  Society,  Cape  Town,  South  Africa 
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Just  Add  Water 

The  Hydroponic  Experience  Continued 

Mary  Pat  Weber  •  Moor  Park,  CA 


After  setting  up  a  hydroponic  system,  I  decided  to 
take  a  hands  off  approach  simply  to  see  what  would 
happen.  Not  knowing  what  to  expect,  the  main  objective 
was  simply  to  keep  the  plants  alive.  After  6  months  of 
observation  the  growth  and  development  of  each  plant 
has  exceeded  all  expectations. 

The  major  difference  between  plants  grown  hydro- 
ponically,  compared  with  those  grown  in  soil,  is  that  the 
hydroponic  plants  exhibited  a  significantly  faster  growth 
rate.  In  less  than  3  months  the  two  small  plantlets  of 
Shades  of  Grape  and  Rip  Van  Winkle  had  leaves 
extending  over  the  edge  of  the  5 ‘A  inch  pots.  After  6 
months,  the  Shades  of  Grape  has  a  total  diameter  of  15 
inches  and  like  the  Energizer  Bunny  just  keeps  on 
“growing  and  growing”... 

The  Optimara  Harlequin  leaf  had  a  tiny  root  system  at 
the  time  it  was  planted.  It  then  produced  several  babies 
but  only  one  was  kept  to  allow  the  symmetry  to 
develop.  The  first  blossoms  opened  at  about  4  months 
and  maintained  a  full  head  of  bloom  for  the  next  2 
months.  This  rapid  development  does  not  seem  to 
adversely  affect  the  other  growth  characteristics  of  the 
plants.  All  of  the  African  violets  have  maintained  good 
symmetry  and  the  blossom  size  and  quantity  have  been 
impressive. 

The  other  gesneriads  have  also  done  well.  The 
Streptocarpus  seedling  had  only  one  leaf  approximately 
HA  inches  long  when  potted  into  the  system.  By  the 
end  of  the  third  month  it  had  already  produced  beautiful 
blossoms  and  started  developing  a  seed  pod.  After  6 
months  the  leaves  of  this  plant  are  approaching  12 
inches  in  length.  These  leaves  are  wider  and  longer  than 
those  of  the  parent  plant  which  has  been  grown  in  a 
regular  potting  mix. 

The  tiny  and  seemingly  fragile  Sinningia  produced  a 
strong  healthy  plant  with  blossoms  slightly  larger  than 
those  on  my  other  Sinningias.  Since  “Denver  Stray”  is  of 
unknown  origin,  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  larger  sized 
blossoms  are  due  to  the  hydroponic  conditions  or 
because  of  its  general  nature. 

Consistent  growing  conditions  have  no  doubt 
contributed  to  the  success  of  this  type  of  growing 


system.  The  oxygenated  fertilizer  solution  provides 
constant  nourishment  for  the  plant.  Since  the  roots  do 
not  have  to  expend  energy  searching  for  nutrients  as 
they  would  in  soil,  the  plant  can  concentrate  on  its 
growth  and  bloom.  It  is  sort  of  like  giving  your  plants 
breakfast  in  bed. 

The  system  is  very  easy  to  maintain.  Minor  amounts 
of  the  fertilizer  solution  need  to  be  added  periodically 
due  to  evaporation.  Replacing  the  entire  2 ‘A  gallons  of 
nutrient  solution  is  only  required  once  a  month.  It  is 
simple  to  do  and  washing  the  tray  out  with  a  little  soapy 
water  or  light  bleach  solution  keeps  everything  clean 
and  sterile. 

The  pH  of  the  nutrient  solution  must  be  kept  in 
balance  for  the  plant  to  absorb  the  nutrients.  Monitoring 
the  pH  is  simple  and  can  be  adjusted  up  or  down  by 
using  minor  amounts  of  either  baking  soda  or  white 
vinegar.  Even  a  “brown  thumb”  friend  could  be  trained 
to  maintain  the  pH  while  you  are  on  vacation. 

Potting  plants  in  a  medium  with  an  uneven  surface 
required  a  slightly  different  technique.  Placing  the  plants 
too  low  into  the  geolite  (which  constantly  stays  moist) 
caused  the  lower  leaves  to  rot  along  the  edges.  Bamboo 
skewers  placed  underneath  the  leaves  lifted  them  up 
high  enough  to  eliminate  the  problem.  Removing 
immature  leaves  and  suckers  also  required  a  slightly 
different  treatment  than  for  plants  grown  in  soil.  Extra 
caution  must  be  taken  since  it  is  impossible  to  let  the 
rock  medium  dry  out  so  the  leaves  aren’t  so  rigid. 
Pulling  some  of  the  geolite  away  from  the  stem  makes  it 
easier  to  get  a  sucker  plucker  into  the  center  of  the  plant. 

Living  in  an  area  with  hard  water  causes  mineral 
deposits  to  form  on  the  surface.  Periodically,  a  minor 
amount  of  algae  has  also  formed  on  the  geolite.  Both 
problems  have  been  easily  handled  by  simply  removing 
a  few  pieces  of  the  surface  rock,  washing  it,  and  then 
putting  it  back  in  place. 

The  biggest  “disadvantage”  is  that  the  plants  have 
grown  so  fast  that  the  standard  African  violets  are 
crowding  one  another  and  will  have  to  be  transplanted 
out  of  the  system.  Removing  a  hydroponic  plant  and 
placing  it  in  soil  is  theoretically  possible.  Since  the 
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Optimara  Harlequin  did  not  bloom  true  (the  parent  plant 
has  slowly  been  reverting  back  to  solid  so  this  was  not  a 
big  surprise)  it  was  considered  expendable  and  was 
chosen  to  be  the  first  guinea  pig.  This  first  attempt  had 
disastrous  results.  It  was  difficult  to  move  enough  of  the 
geolite  away  from  the  stem  to  get  a  good  grasp  on  it. 
About  one  third  of  the  leaves  broke  off  before  it  was  out 
of  the  pot.  After  placing  it  in  soil  the  plant  went  into 
shock  and  more  leaves  had  to  be  removed.  The 
remaining  blossoms  curled  and  became  limp.  After 
leaving  it  undisturbed  for  several  days,  what  was  left  of 
the  plant  seems  to  be  holding  its  own  and  will  probably 
survive.  Perhaps  transplanting  a  mature  plant  into  a 


starter  mix  might  work  better. 

No  doubt,  more  needs  to  be  learned  about  growing 
African  violets  in  this  manner  but  the  initial  results  are 
encouraging.  The  basic  characteristics  of  good  symmetry 
and  floriferousness  give  these  plants  potential  show 
quality.  Hydroponic  growing  might  also  be  useful  to  the 
hybridizer  who  would  be  able  to  grow  a  plant  through 
the  required  three  generations  in  significantly  less  time 
than  it  would  to  do  so  in  soil. 

See  the  Jan/Feb  1995 AVMjor 
Part  I  of  the  Hydroponic  Experience  - 
“Hooked  on  Hydroponics” 


slip  Potting 

Linda  Golubski 
Blue  Springs,  MO 


what  is  slip  potting  and  why  do  we  do  it? 

Slip  potting  is  when  we  take,  for  example,  a  4"  pot 
and  slip  it  inside  of  another  4"  pot  of  identical  size.  You 
cannot  put  a  3-1/2"  pot  inside  of  a  4"  pot  -  that  is  called 
double  potting  and  is  not  permitted  by  AVSA  rules. 

Now  the  big  question  is  why  would  we  even  want  to 
slip  pot  for  a  show?  First  and  foremost  in  my  memory  of 
violet  horrors  is  foiling  pots.  Oh,  the  broken  leaves  and 
“words”  that  shall  remain  unspoken! 

In  my  club  and  council  we  slip  pot  to  change  the  color 
of  the  pot  or  to  put  a  clean  pot  on  top  of  a  dirty  one 
without  a  lot  of  scrubbing,  eliminating  the  chance  of 
broken  leaves.  We  use  clear  plastic  saucers  to  protect  our 
table  covers  and  keep  the  plants  watered. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  the  National  Convention  to 
use  clear  plastic  saucers  for  the  hundreds  of  exhibits  in 
the  show.  First  of  all  SLIP  POTTING  is  a  must  at 
convention!  It  is  a  rule  and  the  judges  may  eliminate 
your  plant  from  consideration  if  it  is  not  slip  potted,  even 
though  you  may  have  your  plant  in  a  pot  with  no  holes. 
Remember,  the  judges  cannot  lift  your  plant  to  see  if 
there  are  holes  on  the  bottom  of  your  pot  or  not.  They 
will  just  know  that  you  have  not  followed  the  rules. 

At  National  Convention,  all  plants  except  those  in 


moistrites,  trailers  and  other  gesneriads  must  be  in 
WHITE  pots.  When  you  slip  pot,  take  your  clean  white 
pot  and  line  the  inside  with  a  piece  of  plastic  wrap. 
Then,  put  in  a  small  piece  of  wet  paper  towel.  Next, 
place  your  pot  containing  the  plant  inside,  with  the  wick 
touching  the  moistened  paper  towel.  This  serves  two 
purposes.  One,  you  are  conforming  to  rules  and  two, 
you  are  keeping  your  plant  watered  while  in  the 
showroom.  Take  a  milk  jug  or  two  filled  with  YOUR 
fertilized  water.  This  will  eliminate  shock  to  your  plants 
if  you  have  to  use  local  water  which  may  contain 
minerals  and  other  things  that  your  plants  may  not  be 
used  to.  Slip  potting,  using  this  method,  keeps  the  hotels 
happy  too,  because  we  won’t  be  soiling  their  tablecloths. 

Inexpensive  white  pots  for  miniatures,  semi-minia¬ 
tures  and  some  miniature  gesneriads  are  white  3  oz. 
Solo  cups  you  can  purchase  at  the  grocery  store  in  the 
paper  products  section.  They  cost  about  $1.00  for  50 
and  they  have  nice  rolled  edges.  Perfect! 

If  you  have  not  already  adopted  this  method  in  your 
local  shows,  give  it  a  try!  You’ll  have  a  lot  less  damage 
to  your  leaves,  which  will  relieve  a  lot  of  your  stress, 
tension  and  worry. 
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Altruism  and  the  African  Violet 

by  Sylvia  A.  Farnum,  PhD  •  Lakeland,  Minnesota 


Altmism  -  (at  troo-iz-em)  n.  Concern  for  the  welfare 
of  others,  as  opposed  to  egoism;  selflessness.  -  altruist 
n.,  altruistic,  adj.,  benevolence,  charity,  generosity, 
humanitarianism,  munificence,  philanthropy. 

Opportunities  for  altruism  abound  for  African  violet 
growers.  Violets  are  beautiful  and  bloom  freely  with 
blossoms  of  every  color.  It  is  nearly  impossible  to  look  at  a 
plant  covered  with  gorgeous  flowers  and  not  feel  uplifted. 

The  African  violet  is  prolific!  We  can  start  an  infinite 
number  of  plants  without  expense  through  leaf 
propagation.  This  can  allow  us  to  give  away  as  many 
plants  as  we  wish.  An  advantage  of  leaf  propagation,  of 
course,  is  that  the  plants  which  are  grown  will  be  known 
cultivars  with  leaf  and  flower  patterns  that  have  been 
chosen  for  their  value.  Each  plant  carries  a  name,  which 
can  be  used  in  discussions  after  the  plant  has  been  given 
away,  increasing  the  pleasure  provided  by  the  plant  donor. 

Co-workers,  friends,  acquaintances,  club  members, 
members  of  other  local  clubs,  shut-ins,  elderly  residents 
of  retirement  or  nursing  homes,  schools,  churches,  all  pre¬ 
sent  opportunities  for  an  African  violet  hobbyist  to  share. 

1 .  Sharing  labeled  plants,  started  leaves,  and  fresh 
cut  leaves  -  Sharing  these  will  bring  some  of  our 
pleasure  in  our  hobby  to  others.  They  will  be  able  to 
experience  the  joy  of  growing  the  plants,  the  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  the  opening  of  the  first  bud,  the  wonder  of  a 
plant  in  full  bloom,  and  the  interest  of  seeing  how  the 
name  matches  the  plant  growth. 

2.  Sharing  your  expertise  and  experience  -  Our 
expertise  and  experience  is  unique  to  our  area  and  our 
growing  conditions.  We  can  share  with  others  how  to 
cope  with  local  growing  conditions,  where  we  purchase 
supplies,  how  we  care  for  our  plants,  how  we  pot  our 
rooted  plantlets.  Any  number  of  things  we  probably 
take  for  granted  would  interest  new  enthusiasts. 

3.  Sharing  through  memberships  in  your  club  - 
Finding  the  members  who  will  benefit  from,  and 
contribute  to,  your  club  is  challenging.  Some  clubs  are 
public  clubs,  others  are  private  clubs.  Finding  members 
who  fit  your  club,  or,  conversely  finding  the  club  for 
you,  is  important  and  should  be  given  time  and 
thought.  I  remember  very  vividly  arriving  in  a  new 
location  (about  30  years  ago)  and  wanting  desperately 
to  join  a  violet  club.  I  saw  the  notice  of  a  violet  club 
meeting  in  the  paper  and  called  to  enquire.  1  was  told, 
rather  dubiously,  that  they  were  a  private  club  and  had 
not  taken  in  a  new  member  for  some  time.  They  talked 
it  over,  invited  me  to  a  meeting,  to  look  me  over,  and, 
much  to  my  relief,  invited  me  to  join.  They  taught  me  a 
great  deal  during  the  13  years  I  was  a  member.  Their 
approach  to  growing  violets  was  completely  altruistic 
and  in  those  days  of  much  lower  budgets,  the  gener¬ 
osity  and  support  of  a  club  kept  us  going. 


4.  Sharing  by  starting  a  club  -  There  may  not  be  a 
club  in  our  area  that  has  openings  in  membership,  or 
has  the  level  of  expertise  we  would  find  interesting. 
Perhaps  you  are  a  beginner  and  all  of  the  clubs  are  for 
advanced  growers.  Perhaps  you  are  an  intermediate 
grower  and  do  not  fit  well  with  either  the  beginners  or 
advanced  groups.  Starting  a  club  can  be  very  reward¬ 
ing.  Our  AVSA  can  offer  assistance.  You  can  become  an 
affiliated  club  and  follow  the  guidelines  for  an  AVSA 
club  and  order  program  and  club  materials.  You  can  ask 
violet  growers,  both  amateur  and  professional,  from 
your  area  to  give  programs  and  to  offer  suggestions. 

5.  Sharing  by  giving  a  program  for  your  council  or 
for  another  group  -  Our  area  violet  clubs  are  proba¬ 
bly  eager  to  have  us  speak  about  our  special  interests. 
All  of  us  have  unique  talents  which  could  be  made  into 
a  program  for  another  group.  If  you  have  the  time, 
retirement  homes,  schools,  and  nursing  homes  are 
grateful  for  programs  that  interest,  educate,  and 
entertain.  Maybe  you  take  pictures  (as  my  husband 
does)  and  could  show  them  to  area  groups.  Our  club 
is  small,  but  has  members  who  are  botanists,  are 
chemists,  are  artistic  arrangers,  make  tiny  violet-related 
figures,  drawings,  and  jewelry,  as  well  as  grow  won¬ 
derful  violets. 

6.  Sharing  by  writing  an  article  for  your  local 
newsletter  or for  the  AVM  -  Writing  can  be  reward¬ 
ing.  Violet  lovers  who  find  items  of  interest  in  your 
writing  may  contact  you  and  you  can  both  learn  more 
about  the  hobby. 

7.  Sharing  by  volunteering  to  work  at  a  local  show 

-  Many  areas  have  elaborate  shows  several  times  a 
year.  We  should  not  be  hesitant  about  volunteering  to 
help.  There  are  many  things  we  could  do.  If  you  do  not 
have  a  local  show,  you,  or  your  group  could  organize  a 
violet  interest  display  at  a  mall,  or  at  another  function. 
There  are  many  more  ways  to  share  our  interests  in  our 
hobby.  One  of  the  things  I  love  best  about  people  who 
grow  violets  is  their  generosity.  Commercial  activities  do 
not  rule  out  an  altruistic  attitude.  Most  of  our  commercial 
violet  growers,  especially  our  hybridizers,  have  given  us 
much  more  than  we  have  paid  for.  They  are  one  of  the 
main  sources  of  excitement  in  the  hobby  and  are  generous 
with  their  time  and  their  plants. 

We  enjoy  the  legacy  of  all  people  who  have  made  our 
hobby  one  that  is  nearly  free  from  greed  and  exploitation. 
Our  hobby  provides  a  refuge  from  some  of  the  less 
beautiful  aspects  of  modern  life.  I  hope  that  we  will 
always  view  our  involvement  with  violets  as  an  altruistic 
activity  so  that  we  can  pass  along  the  beauty  to  future 
violet  lovers! 
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OPTI M  AR  A 


African  Violets  and  Plantcare  Products 


To  purchase  or  receive  information  on  the  entire  Optimara  line  of  African  Violets 
and  Plantcare  Products,  contact  one  of  these  AVSA-supporting  Distributors: 


Big  Sky  Violets 

10678  Schoolhouse  Lane 
Moiese,  MT  59824 
406/644-2296 

Cape  Cod  Violetry 

28  Minot  Street 
Falmouth,  MA  02540 
508/548-2798 


Pleasant  Hill  African  Violets 

Route  1 ,  Box  73 
Brenham,  TX  77833 

409/836-9736 

Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

P.O.  Box  78398 
Nashville,  TN  37207-8398 


Tinari  Greenhouses 
2325  Valley  Road 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006 
215/947-0144 

Violets  By  Appointment 
45  Third  Street 
W.  Sayville,  NY  11796 
516/589-2724 


Innis  Violets 
8  Maddison  Lane 
Lynnfield,  MA  01940 
617/334-6679 


Teas  Nursery 
P.O.  Box  1603 
Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 
713/664-4400 


Optimara  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Hermann  Holtkamp,  K.G.,  Germany.  Holtkamp  Greenhouses  USA,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37207 


The  Violet  Showcase 
3147  South  Broadway 
Englewood,  CO  80110 
303/761-1770 


WHAT  ARE  WE  Gmm  OUR  RLAMTS  FOR 
BUIIDIMG  BLOCKS  AMD  HOW  ARE  THEY  USED? 

by  Mary  Beall  •  Austin,  Texas 


Let  us  assume  that  you  have  been  growing  African 
violets  and  other  Gesneriads  for  some  time.  You  are 
familiar  with  the  evolution  of  potting  mixes,  and  have 
arrived  at  a  mix  that  suits  your  conditions.  Now  let  us 
think  about  plants  and  how  they  are  able  to  accomplish 
a  miracle.  We  could  not  be  dealing  with  a  more 
important  subject.  Plants  were  the  first  and  the  most 
important  factories  on  earth.  They  are  indispensible  to 
life  on  earth.  Plants  were  the  first  “solar  collectors”  and 
are  far  superior  to  any  that  man  has  made.  If  plants  did 
not  convert  solar  energy  into  chemical  energy,  all  of  the 
sunlight  striking  the  earth  would  produce  nothing  but 
heat.  This  is  accomplished  by  the  process  of  photosyn¬ 
thesis  -  a  very  complex  series  of  chemical  reactions. 
Chlorophyll,  made  by  the  plant,  is  able  to  use  light  to 
combine  hydrogen  from  the  water  with  carbon  from 
carbon  dioxide  in  the  air  to  produce  sugar.  This  is  the 
original  source  of  all  food.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total 
sugar  production  from  all  of  the  plants  in  the  world 
would  exceed  150  billion  tons  per  year. 

To  accomplish  this  miracle  a  plant  must  have  a  few 
tools  and  some  important  elements.  How  do  they  get 
these  necessities? 

The  tools  are  parts  of  the  plant  made  by  the  plant. 

1.  Cuticle  -  a  protective  skin  through  which  light 
passes.  It  has  movable  openings  called  stomata 
through  which  gases  and  water  pass. 

2.  Chloroplasts  -  the  structure  in  the  leaf  which 
contains  the  chlorophyll.  The  chlorophyll  is 
manufactured  here  by  the  plant.  The  chloroplasts 
catch  and  hold  the  light  converting  it  into  chem¬ 
ical  energy  which  they  use  to  manufacture  the 
sugar. 

5.  Roots  -  water,  dissolved  minerals  and  gases  enter 
by  the  process  of  osmosis. 

4.  Stems  and  veins  -  the  transportation  system. 
They  have  intake  tubes  (xylem)  and  outgoing 
tubes  (phloem). 

5.  Enzymes  -  compounds  manufactured  by  the 
chlorophyll  molecules.  They  attach  to  the  hydro¬ 
gen  ions  and  move  them  where  they  can  react 
with  the  carbon  dioxide.  There  are  other  enzymes 
with  other  functions  which  we  know  very  little 
about. 


6.  Hormones  -  there  are  probably  several  which 
play  a  role  in  making  these  processes  work.  One 
is  a  hormone  called  floragin  which  helps  in  flower 
production.  Auxin  is  produced  to  control  the 
elongation  of  cells. 

These  tools  made  by  the  plant  are  used  by  the  plant 
in  the  gathering  and  using  of  the  raw  materials  that 
ultimately  form  the  simple  sugar  that  is  the  basic 
building  block.  Where  does  the  plant  get  these  basic 
materials?  This  is  our  responsibility  when  growing 
potted  plants.  The  potting  mix,  the  water  with  its  soluble 
fertilizers,  and  the  air  must  furnish  16  elements.  Let’s 
consider  our  soilless  mixes  to  see  what  is  furnished  by 
each  ingredient. 

1.  Sphagnum  peat  moss  -  decomposed  sphagnum 
moss  underground  stems  which  have  decayed 
and  compacted.  Peats  vary  greatly.  A  good  grade 
of  horticultural  peat  is  excellent  in  our  mixes.  It  is 
slightly  acid,  excellent  for  water  retention,  and 
decomposes  slowly.  It  must  be  premoistened.  If 
using  a  small  amount,  water  may  be  kneaded 
into  it.  One  easy  way  to  moisten  a  whole  bale  is 
to  make  a  hole  about  1 2  inches  deep  and  insert  a 
garden  hose.  Barely  drip  in  water  until  the  whole 
bale  is  damp. 

2.  Perlite  or  Sponge  Rock  -  the  second  most 
important  ingredient.  It  is  volcanic  in  origin.  After 
mining,  it  is  crushed  and  heated  rapidly  to  1 500F. 
The  water  in  the  lava  causes  the  particles  to 
“pop”  forming  very  light  and  airy  particles.  Perlite 
contains  aluminum  oxide,  calcium  oxide,  iron 
oxide,  magnesium  oxide,  potassium  oxide, 
sodium  oxide,  and  silica.  Everything,  except  the 
silica,  is  absorbed  to  some  extent  by  the  soil 
water.  Perlite  has  the  ability  to  retain  a  great  deal 
of  moisture.  It  is  alkaline,  but  does  not  have 
enough  free  ions  to  make  much  difference  in  the 
mix.  Used  alone  or  with  vermiculite  as  a  rooting 
medium,  it  may  be  best  to  water  the  pot  once 
with  an  acid  forming  salt  such  as  ammonium 
sulfate.  (1  teaspoon  per  gallon  of  water). 

3.  Vermiculite  -  next  in  important  to  perlite.  It  is 
expanded  mica  which  has  been  heated  to  HOOF 
to  form  a  light  material.  Horticultural  grade  #4  is 
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best  in  the  potting  mix.  It  offers  fair  aeration  and 
acts  as  a  buffer  to  prevent  rapid  changes  in  pH. 
Vermiculite  has  little  nutrient  value. 

4.  Charcoal  -  considered  by  many  to  be  the  miracle 
component  of  a  good  potting  mix.  It  absorbs 
water,  nutrients,  odors,  and  is  a  natural  soil 
purifier  and  sweetener  (lowers  acidity) .  Very  fine 
particles  added  to  the  fresh  soil  as  a  top  dressing 
help  to  keep  down  destructive  bacterial  action.  It 
is  a  Nitrogen-fixing  agent  giving  off  carbon 
dioxide  in  the  reaction.  It  is  very  rich  in  potash,  a 
form  in  which  potassium  is  easily  assimilated. 

5.  Dolomite  lime  -  a  calcium-magnesium  carbonate. 
It  reduces  the  acidity  of  the  mix  which  is  caused 
by  the  decomposition  of  the  peat.  It  is  slow  to 
dissolve,  thus  lasting  longer  than  calcium 
carbonate. 

6.  Super  phosphate  -  sodium  phosphate.  Slowly 
releases  phosphorous  in  a  form  readily  available 
to  plants.  It  also  contains  some  sulfur,  copper, 
iron,  and  magnesium. 

7.  Hormones  and  vitamins  -  Hormones  are  of 
doubtful  benefit  in  healthy,  established  plants 
since  they  manufacture  their  own.  The  same  is 
true  for  vitamins.  They  may  be  of  value  in 
stressed  plants. 

Micro  organisms  from  the  peat  break  down 
fertilizers  into  usable  acids. 

8.  Trace  elements  -  discussed  with  the  uses  of  the 
required  elements. 

9.  Other  ingredients  -  sand,  leaf  mold,  styrofoam, 
sawdust,  redwood  bark,  rice  hulls  -  are  probably 
not  needed  in  our  soilless  mixes. 

By  using  soilless  mixes  we  deny  our  plants  some  of 
the  things  they  would  get  in  a  good  potting  soil.  This 
means  that  we  are  responsible  for  a  more  complete 
fertilizer.  When  a  plant  takes  water  from  the  mix,  it  gets 
all  of  the  elements  that  are  soluble  in  water.  There  are 
16  elements  that  we  know  they  need.  Each  has  specific 
uses.  If  you  are  familiar  with  the  chemical  symbols, 
there  is  an  easy  way  to  remember  what  they  are; 

C  HOPKINS  CaFe  MgB  Mn  CuZn  Mo  Cl 

(See  Hopkins  CaFe  managed  by  my  cousins  Mo  and  Cleo) . 
These  are  the  substances  that  must  be  in  our  mix,  the 
air,  or  the  water  containing  our  fertilizer.  Let’s  see  why 
they  are  important. 


1.  Carbon  -  from  the  carbon  dioxide  in  the  air.  It  is 
taken  into  the  chloroplasts  in  the  leaves  where  it 
is  used  in  the  process  of  photosynthesis  to 
produce  sugar  -  later  stored  as  starch. 

2.  Hydrogen  -  taken  from  the  water  and  used  as 
part  of  the  sugar  molecule. 

3.  Oxygen  -  obtained  from  the  air  and  the  water 
molecule. 

4.  Nitrogen  -  comes  from  the  potting  mix  as  soluble 
nitrates  in  the  water.  There  are  8  nitrogen 
molecules  for  each  one  of  chlorophyll.  The 
chlorophyll  takes  the  sugar  it  has  made  and 
attaches  nitrogen  to  produce  proteins,  amino 
acids,  amides,  and  alkaloides.  Nitrogen  makes  the 
plant  green.  If  there  is  a  shortage  of  nitrogen,  the 
nitrogen  in  the  lower  leaves  returns  to  a  soluble 
form  and  moves  to  younger  parts  of  the  plant. 
This  results  in  chlorosis, which  is  a  condition 
resulting  in  yellow  leaves  with  some  green  veins. 

5.  Phosphorous  -  important  in  providing  the 
chemical  energy  for  growth,  flowering  and  seed 
formation.  A  deficiency  is  difficult  to  diagnose. 
The  leaves  become  darker  and  the  under  sides  of 
the  older  leaves  will  lose  their  luster  and  look 
purple.  Growth  may  be  retarded. 

6.  Potassium  -  obtained  from  the  fertilizer.  It 
increases  vigor  and  promotes  disease  resistance. 
It  is  needed  to  change  the  sugar  to  starch  and  to 
reverse  the  process.  A  deficiency  causes  it  to 
move  to  the  younger  leaves.  Leaf  margins  dry 
and  curl  up. 

7.  Sulfur  -  a  component  of  the  protein  molecules.  It 
helps  to  give  the  leaves  a  deep  color.  A  deficiency 
looks  much  like  chlorosis,  but  since  sulfur  is  not 
mobile,  the  young  leaves  will  also  show  yel¬ 
lowing.  It  is  seldom  deficient  in  a  peat  based  mix. 

8.  Magnesium  -  forms  the  center  of  the  chlorophyll 
molecule.  It  combines  with  phosphorous  to 
control  the  intake  of  other  nutrients.  A  deficiency 
shows  up  in  yellow  tips  on  leaves  and  yellow 
leaves. 

9.  Calcium  -  the  mortar.  It  is  absorbed  by  the  roots 
and  holds  individual  cells  together.  Deficiency 
makes  young  leaves  fail  to  open  or  wrinkle  with 
a  light  green  margin. 

(Continued page  43) 
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Ness* 
Northern  Lights 


Displayed  by: 

Midland  Violets 
1994  National  Show 

Hybridizer: 

Ness 


Texas  Gold 

Displayed  by: 

Hoitense  Pittman 
1994  National  Show 

Hybridizer: 

Pittman 
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Top:  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Best  Plant  on  Display  Tables 

1994  National  Show 
Rob’s  Catch  Me 
Bottom:  Rob’s  Whippoorwill 

Rob’s  Boon  Doggie  Displayed  &  Hybridized  by:  Robinson 
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lx  Louis 


1995  AVSA  Convention 


The  splendor  of  St.  Louis.  Recent  construction  and  development  projects  add  to  the 
“new”  look  of  its  majestic  skyline  as  St.  Louis  continues  to  rank  among  the  nation’s 
leading  corporate  centers  and  premier  meeting  and  leisure  destinations. 


[n1  n 


How  Should  I  Pack? 


pm. 


When  you  come  to  St.  Louis  May  22-27, 
1995,  the  weather  should  be  springlike,  with 
our  hottest  weather  yet  to  come.  While  variable, 
daytime  temperatures  will  be  between  60 
degrees  and  85  degrees.  Lightweight,  springtime 
clothing  will  be  ideal.  It  would  be  good  to  bring 
a  sweater  or  lightweight  jacket  which  you  might 
need  if  temperatures  drop  or  the  air-conditioning 
is  chilly.  The  most  important  aspect  of  a 
traveller’s  wardrobe  is  comfort.  Good  walking 
shoes  will  ser\x  you  well  on  the  sightseeing 
trips,  and  when  exploring  downtown  and 
h  the  cobblestone  streets  of  Laclede’s 

'  ■  ■  Landing.  A  collapsible  umbrella  in 


your  suitcase  almost  guarantees  that  it  won 
rain.  Wearing  a  fanny-pak  rather  than  carrying 
a  purse  is  not  only  more  comfortable,  it  is  safer 
in  the  city.  Avoid  carrying  valuables  with  you 
on  the  street.  Remember,  you  are  in  a  big  city, 
and  while  tourist  areas  are  generally  safe,  it  is 
up  to  you  to  stay  alert. 

When  packing  for  the  convention,  be  sure  to 
leave  room  in  your  suitcase  for  the  favors  we 
are  preparing  for  the  dinners  and  luncheon. 
Maybe  you  will  be  one  of  the  lucky  winners  of 
the  table  centerpieces.  We  know  you’ll  want  to 
have  room  for  them. 
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Worth  Repeating... 

This  article  appeared  in  the  June  1968  issue  of  The  African  Violet  Magazine 

"StKfce 

by  Mrs.  Harold  Rienhardt 


Many  new  affiliated  clubs  as  well  as  new  individual 
members  of  AVSA  do  not  remember  or  know  of  Boyce 
Edens.  I  attended  my  first  convention  in  1953  at 
Nashville,  Tenn,  Mr.  Edens  died  in  December  1952,  so  I 
missed  the  honor  of  knowing  him  personally.  Because  of 
my  work  on  the  Boyce  Edens  Fund  committee  I  have 
learned  all  I  could  about  Mr.  Edens  and  believe  this 
knowledge  should  be  shared  with  you  all. 

I  was  prompted  to  write  this  article  because  I  receive 
so  many  requests  from  clubs  and  individuals  asking  me 
for  information  about  Mr.  Edens  and  why  the  research 
program  was  named  for  him. 

Boyce  Edens  was  one  of  the  founders  of  our  national 
society.  He  was  present  and  helped  to  organize  the 
society  at  its  first  get  together  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  in 
1946.  He  was  elected  the  treasurer  of  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  America.  Mr.  Edens  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  plant  registration  we  have  in  our  society 
today  as  well  as  being  one  of  the  first  members  to  be 
interested  in  research.  Much  credit  for  the  research  work 
must  also  be  given  to  Henry  Peterson,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
and  Neil  Miller  who  operated  an  African  Violet  supply 
house  in  Penns  Grove,  New  Jersey.  These  men  working 
with  Boyce  Edens  got  the  research  program  going  and 
kept  it  going.  There  are  many,  many  names  of  dedicated 
people  who  worked  on  the  research  program  with  little 
or  no  remuneration,  but  time  and  space  does  not  allow 
me  to  mention  them  all. 

Honorary  Life  Member 

Mr.  Edens  was  given  the  first  honorary  life 
membership  in  AVSA  and  served  as  its  treasurer  until  he 
passed  away  in  1952.  Because  he  was  the  first  and 
most  ardent  supporter  of  a  scientific  research  program,  it 
was  suggested  that  a  fund  be  established  in  his  memory 
to  carry  on  his  work.  Thus,  the  Boyce  Edens  Research 
Fund  was  born.  I  am  sure  if  Mr.  Edens  were  alive  today, 
he  would  be  very  proud  of  the  accomplishments  of 
this  program. 

Now  for  a  little  background  material  about  Mr.  Edens. 
He  was  born  the  son  of  a  Baptist  minister,  attending 
school  in  his  own  city  of  Atlanta  and  graduated  from  the 
New  York  School  of  social  work.  He  devoted  his  life  to 


welfare  work  and  was  the  executive  director  of  the 
Atlanta  Community  Fund  from  1930  -1946.  He  held 
similar  positions  in  Charleston,  West  Virginia  and 
Elmira,  N.Y. 

He  retired  in  1946  and  after  that  time  devoted  himself 
to  garden  clubs  and  civic  affairs.  He  was  for  many  years 
an  active  member  of  the  Men’s  Garden  Club  of  Atlanta. 
Long  recognized  as  an  authority  on  Iris  and  African 
Violets,  it  was  a  natural  sequence  that  he  would  be 
instrumental  in  founding  the  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc. 

Nurtured  AVSA 

Despite  his  many  interests  in  church,  fraternal  and 
civic  affairs,  he  nurtured  the  AVSA  from  its  beginning. 
Part  of  the  credit  for  not  only  its  founding  but  its 
continued  growth  can  be  attributed  to  him  today.  We 
feel  that  this  living,  growing  organization,  composed  of 
his  own  dear  friends  who  knew  him  personally,  and 
through  the  society,  who  shared  the  same  common 
interest,  is  today  -  a  living  memorial  to  Mr.  Edens.  For  it 
is  a  vibrant,  active  group  of  friends  with  a  love  of  violets 
and  this,  itself,  typifies  the  Boyce  M.  Edens  whom  we 
knew  and  will  always  remember  as  one  of  our  first 
leaders. 
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Grand  Performance 


Displayed  by:  Patsy  Harms 
Hybridizer:  E.  Synder 
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African  Violets  -  My  Inheritance 

by  Thelma  Foster 
Boulder,  CO 


How  my  mother  would  smile,  if  she  knew  of  my 
African  violet  activities! 

She  always  enjoyed  flowers,  and  grew  them  every¬ 
where  possible,  in  flower  beds  and  pots.  I  remember 
huge  gladiolus,  delphinium,  dahlias,  and  zinnias.  She 
and  her  friends  exchanged  dahlia  roots  and  gladiolus 
tubers  just  as  my  friends  and  I  exchange  and  share 
violet  leaves  and  plants. 

In  1970,  Mom  and  Dad  moved  to  an  apartment 
complex  in  Boulder.  Their  corner  apartment  had  a 
southern  and  western  exposure,  chosen  specifically 
because  my  mother  always  felt  cold.  Even  with  this 
warm  exposure,  she  kept  the  thermostat  set  at  80  to  82 
degrees,  making  it  very  uncomfortable  for  others.  But 
oh,  how  the  African  violets  loved  it!  They  were  the  envy 
of  her  friends  and  neighbors.  She  gave  them  leaves. 
Time  after  time,  she  asked  me  to  take  baby  plants.  I 
always  declined,  citing  lack  of  knowledge  or  a  well- 
lighted  place  for  them. 

In  1978  we  went  together  to  a  local  flower  shop  to 
choose  her  Mother’s  Day  gift.  She  chose  a  very  sad 
African  violet,  because  she  felt  it  needed  her  help,  and 
passed  up  the  healthier,  happier  ones.  (In  1994  I  still 
have  that  plant.  Ballet  Lisa  -  an  unusually  fine,  bright 
pink  variety.) 

When  she  died  in  1983,  I  inherited  the  violets.  I  felt 
inundated  by  them,  and  gave  away  many,  but  kept 
Ballet  Lisa  -  which  I  frequently  propagate  and  share 
with  other  growers,  who  are  interested  in  keeping  the 
exceptionally  good,  older  varieties  going. 

The  plant  and  I  struggled,  until,  in  1984,  at  the 
urging  of  my  daughter  Susan,  I  went  to  the  African 
violet  annual  show  and  sale,  at  the  Botanic  Gardens  in 
Denver.  From  then  on,  I  was  hooked  on  African  violets. 

One  of  Wrangler’s  red  varieties  caught  my  eye.  The 
name  of  the  grower,  Yvonne  Hodgson,  was  on  the  entry 
tag.  I  called  her  to  ask  if  she  had  any  starter  plants  of 
that  variety.  She  said  she  had  none,  but  that  she  had 
just  removed  a  row  of  leaves  and  thrown  them  in  the 
wastebasket.  I  was  to  come  by  if  I’d  like  to  have  them. 
Thus  began  a  wonderful,  long  lasting  friendship  with 
one  of  the  outstanding  growers  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
region.  She  became  my  mentor,  as  I  took  my  first  baby 
steps  in  this  world  of  successfully  growing  African 
violets.  I  blame  Yvonne  for  everything!  She  often  sent 
notes  telling  me  she  had  baby  plants  available.  One 


time,  when  I  stopped  by  to  pick  up  the  plants,  there 
were  14  different  varieties! 

It  was  decision  time!  There  wasn’t  a  place  in  the 
entire  house  to  accommodate  them!  I  had  to  get  into  this 
seriously  or  get  out  completely.  It  was  December.  I 
decided  to  buy  myself  a  Christmas  present;  a  4  foot,  3 
level,  lighted  plant  stand.  You  may  conclude,  I  was  now 
seriously  committed.  There  probably  wasn’t  any  other 
choice.  My  husband,  Ted,  loved  plants  -  to  the  point 
where,  if  I  threw  one  into  the  trash,  he’d  bring  it  back 
in,  sadly  saying,  “But  it’s  green,  it’s  green!”  I  soon 
learned  that  plants  needed  to  be  disposed  of  more  sur¬ 
reptitiously. 

There  was  a  lot  to  learn.  I  joined  a  violet  club  in 
Golden  and  had  my  first  success  at  a  club  show,  with 
Nortex  Snowkist  Haven,  which  took  a  blue  ribbon  and 
was  judged  Best  in  Show.  1  met  many  more  successful 
growers.  For  a  number  of  years,  I  volunteered  as  a 
judges’  clerk  at  the  annual  show  and  sale,  sponsored  by 
the  Rocky  Mountain  African  Violet  Council,  at  the 
Denver  Botanic  Gardens.  For  sincere  beginners,  this  is 
an  excellent  learning  experience.  You  learn  how  to  pre¬ 
judge  your  plants  at  home,  before  packing  them,  so  your 
efforts  go  into  transporting  only  blue  ribbon  prospects. 

Last  year,  over  Memorial  Day  weekend,  we  hosted 
the  national  convention  of  the  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  at  the  Denver  Marriott  City  Center.  It’s  always 
fun  to  see  the  new  introductions,  and  meet  people  from 
all  over  the  world,  who  share  your  interest.  But  now, 
months  later,  another  time  for  decision!  It’s  a  common 
problem  we  all  share  -  having  too  many  plants  for  the 
growing  space  we  have.  You  see,  at  the  convention,  I 
acquired  many  leaves  of  new  introductions.  Now  I  have 
many  clumps  of  baby  plants.  Should  I  take  just  one  or 
two  from  each  clump,  and  throw  away  the  rest?  Or 
should  I  plant  each  one  in  its  own  little  pot?  This  would 
yield  over  100  potted  baby  plants!  Those  clumps  of 
beautiful,  healthy,  baby  plants  are  waiting  for  my 
decision. 

And  so,  eleven  years  after  my  mother’s  death,  and 
inheriting  her  plants.  I’m  now  accepted  as  an  accom¬ 
plished  grower.  I’m  president  of  the  local  African  violet 
club,  and  am  teaching  a  class  of  seniors  how  to  grow 
blue  ribbon  African  violets. 

Yes,  I  know  my  mother  would  be  amused! 
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A  Family  Portrait 


Georgene  Albrecht 
101  Oak  Heights  Drive 
Oakdale,  PA  15071 

Sinningia  Sellovii 


This  handsome  gesneriad  species  usually  thrives 
outdoors  in  warmer  weather.  It  can  grow  several  feet 
high,  much  too  tall  for  most  fluorescent  light  gardens. 
My  plant  of  Sinningia  Sellovii  (sin-NlN-jee-ah  cell-OH- 
vee-eye)  is  blooming  in  the  middle  of  winter  mostly 
because  fresh,  strong  fluorescent  bulbs  were  installed. 

Walt  Maurus’  pronunciation  guide  says  that  “Sinnin¬ 
gia”  was  named  for  William  Sinning  (1794-1874)  who 
was  a  gardener  at  the  University  of  Bonn,  Germany  and 
“Sellovii”  is  for  F.  Seller  or  Sellow  (1789-1831)  who  was 
a  German  botanist  who  collected  in  Brazil.  As  a  general 
rule,  species  are  not  capitalized  unless  the  base  word  is 
derived  from  a  proper  name,  so,  both  Sinningia  and 
Sellovii  are  capitalized. 

My  plant  came  from  a  meeting  at  the  Girvin’s 
home  in  PA  a  few  years  ago.  It  has  grown  over 
and  under  an  entire  tray  of  plants  but  formed 
buds  just  recently.  Its  tuber  is  still  in  a  3  inch 
pot  but  the  roots  have  invaded  the  mat  on 
which  it  sets.  The  shiny  foliage  is  quite 
handsome,  so  husky  and  hirsute  with  a  pink 
reverse.  The  dark  coral  blooms  are  dainty  and 
pendulous. 

Darrell  Trout  wrote  an  interesting  article  in 
the  May,  1992  issue  of  “The  Gloxinian”  about 
the  hummingbirds  which  visited  his  plant  outside  on  his 
deck.  His  plant  also  bloomed  under  lights  during  its 
young  life.  The  second  year  he  took  the  tuber  outside 
and  gradually  placed  it  in  a  sunny  location.  Be  careful, 
as  he  was,  to  give  it  as  much  fluorescent  light  as  you 
can  because  natural  light  is  much  more  intense.  Move  it 
gradually.  I  grow  many  garden  plants  for  my  resident 
hummingbirds,  so  this  year  they  will  have  a  gesneriad 
treat.  They  do  try  to  find  nectar  in  the  Achimenes  which 


are  usually  hanging  with  the  Impatiens.  Hummers  do 
love  blooms  of  red,  pink  and  red-orange. 

As  for  sources,  send  for  lists  available  from  our 
advertisers  or  you  may  want  to  join  the  American 
Gloxinia  and  Gesneriad  Society,  Inc.,  which  will  enable 
you  to  purchase  seed,  if  available,  from  their  seed  fund. 
Dues  are  $20.00  sent  to  The  Tylers,  P.O.  Box  1598,  Port 
Angeles,  WA  98362.  Of  course,  “The  Gloxinian”  is  a 
gem  to  read.  Also,  Belisle’s  Violet  House,  P.O.  Box  111, 
Radisson,  Wl  54867-0111  included  it  in  their  listing 
last  year. 

BBB  UPDATE 

In  my  last  column  Blossom  Botrytis  Blight 
was  discussed  and  you  may  have  the  read  the 
article  written  by  Joyce  and  Kent  Stork 
concerning  this  disease.  This  fungus  causes  an 
African  violet  to  look  as  if  it  has  mites.  The 
blooms  are  an  off  color  and  they  fade  and  dry, 
the  center  stops  growing,  turns  hairy  and  brittle. 
This  fungus  is  worse  in  cool  temperatures  with 
poor  air  circulation.  The  only  way  to  differen¬ 
tiate  it  from  mites  is  to  see  if  there  are  bumps  on 
the  flower  stem.  Mites  almost  always  cause 
bumps  on  stunted  flower  stems.  If  there  is  a  gray  cast  to 
the  stem  and  flowers,  it  may  be  BBB,  not  mites. 

This  disease  has  caused  my  Episcias  and  Sinnigias  to 
brown  in  the  growing  tip  and  die  back.  It  has  not 
affected  my  Begonias  and  other  houseplants.  I  am  not 
sure  if  my  orchids  are  affected.  Seven  weeks  ago  my 
plants  were  sprayed  with  Chipco  fungicide  to  combat 
this.  The  improvement  is  positively  dramatic.  Perfect 
growth  is  emerging  from  the  side  of  the  crowns.  They 
will  be  removed  to  form  their  own  root  system. 
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I  did  notice  that  there  is  some  color  break,  which  is  a 
term  used  to  describe  the  uneven  growth  of  color  pig¬ 
mentation  in  the  bloom.  If  you  use  a  fungicide,  please 
heed  all  warnings  on  the  label.  Please  do  not  despair 
when  reading  about  any  disease  or  pest  of  our  plants. 
AVSA  is  an  educational  society;  we  are  here  to  help 
educate  growers  about  these  great  plants.  I  know  that 
there  are  times  when  I  am  so  discouraged  about  the 
constant  battle  with  unfortunate  pests  and  disease.  But, 
when  that  fantastic  violet  blooms  or  I  see  the  iridescent 
foliage  on  an  Episcia  glisten,  my  enthusiasm  is  rekindled 
and  I  am  determined  to  pursue  this  most  wonderful 
hobby,  the  nurturing  of  earthly  beauty. 


UPDATE: 

From  the  March/April  1995  issue  of  this 
column,  page  7,  in  reference  to  CHIPCO  fungicide: 

“Use  1/4  teaspoon  to  a  gallon  of  water  to 
prevent  the  spread  or  use  1/2  teaspoon  of  CHIPCO 
to  a  gallon  of  water  to  combat  plants  that  are 
visibly  infected.  Use  about  once  a  week.” 

INSTEAD,  use  only  a  QUART  of  water  for 
each  mixture,  rather  than  a  gallon,  to  ensure 
effectiveness. 


Soil^^Less  Soil 

by  Ray  Pittman  •  San  Antonio,  Texas 


The  perfect  growing  mix  maybe?  A  soil-less  growing 
medium  for  African  violets  could  be  the  perfect  soil. 
Most  soil-less  growing  mediums  contain  varying 
amounts  of  peat  moss,  vermiculite,  and  perlite.  Usually 
added  to  this  mix  is  horticulture  charcoal,  lime,  trace 
elements,  and  other  activities.  Early  African  violet 
growers  grew  in  soil  with  the  addition  of  peat  moss  and 
perlite.  This  made  a  pretty  good  mix,  however,  when 
compacted  in  2"  to  4"  pots,  it  did  not  drain  well  and 
packed  so  that  it  could  not  aerate  properly.  With  the 
advent  of  wicking  pots  with  nylon  cord  or  other  suitable 
wicking  materials  and  the  use  of  matting,  it  became 
necessary  the  lighten  the  soil  even  more.  The  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  soil-less  mix  came  into  being. 

First,  one  should  understand  the  purpose  of  the 
growing  medium.  The  primary  purpose  is  to  support  the 
plant  in  an  upright  position  by  giving  a  mix  in  which 
the  roots  can  easily  penetrate  and  grow.  This  growing 
medium  should  be  light  and  porous  so  that  the  roots 
grow  easily  and  the  gases  produced  in  the  soil  can 
escape.  This  mix  should  also  have  the  ability  to  hold 
nutrients  and  water  so  that  the  roots  can  pick  them  up. 

The  next  requirement  is  proper  pH  that  is  slightly 
acid.  The  proper  pH  is  6.5  to  7,  with  7  being  neutral. 
Perlite  and  vermiculate  are  neutral,  with  peat  moss  on 
the  acid  side,  usually  around  5  to  5.5  on  the  pH  scale. 
To  reduce  this  acid,  it  is  necessary  to  add  lime  (alkali)  to 
bring  it  to  the  proper  pH.  Most  any  kind  of  lime  can  be 
used,  but  some  are  better  than  others.  The  grind  of  the 
lime  is  important  too.  The  finely  ground  lime  works 
faster  but  it  also  leaves  the  mix  sooner.  The  best 
combination  is  a  mixture  of  fine  and  coarse  lime.  The 
fine  lime  works  immediately  and  the  coarse  lime 
dissolves  slower  and  lasts  for  a  longer  period  of  time. 


Coarse  dolomite  lime  can  be  used  and  you  get  the 
benefits  of  magnesium,  which  is  in  the  dolomite  lime. 

Very  necessary  ingredients  are  the  micro-organisms  in 
the  soil  mix.  These  micro-organisms  help  convert 
nitrogen  and  some  other  elements  to  a  composition  that 
the  plants  can  easily  absorb.  This  is  also  why  the  pH  is 
so  important.  Too  high  or  too  low  pH  make  certain 
elements  unobtainable  to  the  plants.  With  the  proper  pH 
and  the  micro-organisms,  all  the  nutrients  are  available 
to  the  plants. 

If  you  feel  you  need  to  pasteurize  your  soil  to  kill  any 
soil  problems,  be  careful  not  to  overheat.  Pre-moisten 
soil  mix,  place  in  a  covered  container,  and  put  in  an 
oven  set  at  180  degrees  for  30  minutes.  Let  cool  for 
several  hours  and  let  set  uncovered  for  five  to  ten  days, 
stirring  occasionally.  In  Texas,  one  can  place  the  soil  in 
plastic  bags  and  put  on  the  driveway  on  a  hot  day, 
turning  the  bag  several  times  to  pasteurize. 

I  really  don’t  think  it  is  necessary  to  pasteurize  the 
soil-less  mix.  We  have  been  using  it  for  about  20  years 
without  problems. 

Here  is  the  growing  mix  we  use: 

5  gallons  Canadian  peat  moss,  sifted  with  coarse  sifter 
5  gallons  vermiculite  (coarse) 

2-1/2  gallons  perlite  (coarse) 

1  cup  horticulture  charcoal  (crushed) 

Mix  the  above  with  2-1/2  gallons  water  to  which  1 
cup  dolomite  lime  and  1  tablespoon  trace  elements  are 
added.  Check  the  pH  in  about  7  days.  It  should  read  6.4 
to  7  on  the  pH  scale. 

Store  in  plastic  bags  and  it  will  keep  for  a  long  time. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  The  Lone  Star 
AV  Council  Newsletter  Jan/Feb  1995 
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Hybrids  Grown 
and 

Displayed  by: 

Soheila  Abbaspour 
Pardis  African  Violets 
Tehran,  Iran 


dr 


Additional  Awards 
for  St.  Louis  Convention 


AV  Association  of  Gardeners 

$50 

Mid-Polk  AVS 

$25 

AVS  of  Greater  Tulsa 

$25 

Nite  Bloomers  AVS 

$10 

Erna  Holt 

$10 

Quad  City  AVS 

$25 

Alma  Janus 

$10 

Upper  Pinellas  AVS 

$50 

Jackie  Jones 

$20 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 


$25  and  Rosette 
$25  and  Rosette 


Best  Irish  Flirt 
Best  Vintage  Wine 
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Economy  Tips  on  Growing  African  Violets 

by  Don  Geiss  •  Frederic,  MI 


It  has  been  said  that  necessity  is  the  mother  of 
invention.  That  is  certainly  true  in  our  experience  of 
growing  over  1,000  African  violets  at  a  minimum  cost 
but  still  with  tender  loving  care. 

A  10'  by  12'  room  was  remodeled  by  lining  three 
walls,  three  tiers  high,  with  4'  wide  shelves.  Shop  lights 
were  suspended  over  the  shelves  and  plugged  in  to 
timers. 

Once  that  room  arrangement  was  made,  a  major 
challenge  was  to  find  transparent  containers  for 
reservoirs  that  were  relatively  inexpensive.  This  problem 
was  solved  through  a  nearby  restaurant  supplier  who 
carried  8  and  1 6  oz  clear  plastic  containers. 

The  second  part  of  solving  that  problem  was  to  punch 
two  holes  in  the  lids,  one  for  the  wick  and  one  to  re¬ 
water.  Saddle  and  gasket  punches  were  tried  but  they 
tended  to  shatter  the  plastic;  knives  and  scissors  were 
slow,  sloppy  procedures.  The  solution  was  an  electric 
soldering  tool  with  a  slight  modification.  The  solder  tip 
was  removed  and  was  replaced  by  a  Va"  diameter  metal 
piece  3"  long.  It  was  cut  with  a  hacksaw  from  the  leg  of 
a  discarded  TV  table.  This  was  slid  over  the  end  of  the 
soldering  tool.  (See  photo)  The  metal  sleeve,  because  it 
pressed  against  the  tool,  became  heated  sufficiently  to 


RESERVOIR  HOLE  BURNER  -  A  soldering  iron  (top)  at 
a  cost  of  $2.95  is  converted  to  a  burner  (bottom)  that 
will  punch  holes  in  the  lids  of  plastic  reservoirs. 


melt  the  plastic.  The  unit  was  clamped  in  a  vise  and 
plugged  in.  Once  the  iron  was  hot,  the  lids  were 
punched  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  A  word  of  caution: 
there  is  an  odor  emanating  from  the  melting  plastic  and 
the  procedure  should  be  done  in  a  well  ventiled  area. 

Plant  wicks  will  not  be  a  problem  if  a  member  of  the 
family  or  friend  knits  or  crochets.  They  will  be  happy  to 
give  away  odds  and  ends  of  synthetic  yarn.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  no  nearby  supply  can  be  uncovered,  a 
garage  sale  or  flea  market  is  a  good  source.  To  cut  many 
wicks  of  the  same  size,  first  cut  out  a  piece  of  corrugated 
cardboard  the  same  length  as  the  wicks  desired.  Wrap 
the  yarn  around  and  around  the  cardboard  and  then  cut 
top  and  bottom.  One  skein  of  yarn  will  yield  hundreds  of 
wicks.  We  find  that  3-4  ply  for  plants  and  fingering  or 
baby  yarn  for  starters  seems  to  work  well.  To  wick  a 
plant  that  is  already  potted,  plastic  yarn  needles  in 
lengths  from  2-6"  are  available  in  craft  centers.  Depend¬ 
ing  on  the  height  of  the  pot,  use  a  needle  long  enough  to 
insert  at  the  bottom  and  emerge  through  the  top. 

Many  people  have  told  us  that  they  would  increase 
their  collection  if  they  had  more  space  to  house  plants. 
Most  of  them  ruled  out  the  idea  of  plant  stands  when  we 
quoted  them  commercial  prices.  When  we  first  began 
selling  plants,  we  were  faced  with  a  similar  situation.  We 
were  offered  space  in  a  local  garden  supply  center.  Here 
was  the  catch:  it  was  our  responsibility  to  supply  an  arti¬ 
ficially  lighted  stand  large  enough  to  hold  a  sufficient 
number  of  sale  plants.  A  metal  shelving  unit  designed 
for  utility  room  storage  was  purchased  at  a  discount 
center.  When  assembling  this  unit,  the  shelves  were 
adjusted  so  that  there  was  a  proper  clearance  between 
light  fixture  and  the  plants.  To  light  the  shelves, 
inexpensive  48"  shop  lights  were  purchased.  Three 
shelves  allowing  for  the  proper  clearance  were  the  end 
products.  The  lights  were  suspended  on  the  bottom  of 
each  shelf  by  hooking  picture  wire  to  the  normal 
suspension  apparatus  at  the  top  of  the  light  fixture  and 
then  stretching  the  wire  across  the  top  of  the  shelf  and 
hooking  it  to  the  other  side  of  the  light  fixture.  The  wire 
running  across  the  top  of  the  shelf  is  fine  enough  so  as 
not  to  cause  the  plants  to  be  tippy.  If  the  shelves  that 
were  purchased  are  less  than  48"  wide  by  2'  deep,  they 
can  be  extended  slightly  by  cutting  out  1/4"  plywood  or 
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hardboard  pieces  to  set  on  top  of  the  metal  shelves  and 
project  out  beyond  them. 

The  metal  shelving  comes  in  a  gray  or  black  finish 
and  to  convert  to  a  home  situation,  a  can  or  two  of 
spray  paint  can  adapt  the  unit  to  the  decor  of  the  room. 
If  three  shelves  are  not  required,  the  ones  not  used  can 
easily  be  used  for  knickknacks,  books,  or  for  that  matter, 
house  plants  not  demanding  the  light  needed  by  African 
violets.  Incidentally,  it  is  not  necessary  to  use  expensive 
grow  lights.  Regular  fluorescent  tubes  will  serve  the 
purpose. 

To  start  a  quantity  of  leaves,  plastic  trays  that  are 
available  from  garden  shops  will  serve  the  purpose. 
Often  these  shops  have  trays  considered  to  be  throw¬ 
aways  and  they  will  give  them  to  anyone  who  asks. 
They  are  probably  more  flimsy  than  the  ones  commer¬ 
cially  available,  but  nesting  two  or  three  together  will 
provide  the  necessary  rigidity.  This  tray  can  be  filled 
with  fertilized  water,  using  1/8  teaspoon  of  fertilizer  to  a 
gallon  of  water.  On  top  of  the  tray,  a  plastic  grid  with 
about  3/8"  square  holes  will  serve  to  insert  wicked  2" 
pots.  The  leaves  will  have  already  had  their  stems 
embedded  in  the  pot’s  soil-less  mix.  These  pots  will  have 
the  wicks  protruding  through  the  grid  holes  into  the 
fertilized  water.  (See  photo).  They  can  be  nestled 


LEAF  STARTER  PAN  -  Throw-away  pans from  a  plant 
nursery  and  a  top  grid from  a  fuorescent  light  is  an 
easy  way  to  start  many  new  plants. 


together  tightly,  about  five  across.  Each  tray  will  hold 
about  50  leaves.  The  grids  we  use  are  of  the  type 
utilized  in  fluorescent  decorative  fixtures  for  light  dis- 
persement.  They  can  often  be  found  in  throw-away 
materials  or  garage  sales.  Two  by  four  foot  sheets  of  the 
grid  are  available  in  many  lumber  yards  at  a  cost  of 
around  $10.  They  can  be  cut  to  size  using  a  fine-blade 
saber  saw. 

At  times  we  find  the  wicks  on  some  starter,  and  at 
times  fully  grown  plants,  do  not  seem  to  be  drawing 
properly.  An  inexpensive  basting  syringe  can  be  inserted 
in  one  of  the  grid  holes  and  filled.  It  can  then  serve  as  a 
watering  device  for  the  plant  not  drawing  well.  Empty 
the  syringe  right  over  the  wick  where  it  emerges  from 
the  top  of  the  soil. 

During  the  cold  winter  months,  we  are  frequently 
called  upon  to  conduct  a  class  on  growing  African 
violets.  Obviously,  unless  a  proper  container  is  used, 
plants  may  freeze  in  transport.  Foam  containers  are 
relatively  expensive  if  purchased  commercially.  Since  we 
often  carry  50  or  more  violets,  large  boxes  are  essential 
Stores  handling  tropical  fish  receive  them  from  suppliers 
in  large  sized  containers.  A  local  pet  store  may  be  happy 
to  give  away  these  containers  simply  because  they  may 
not  be  of  further  use  to  them  and  take  up  a  great  deal  of 
space.  In  any  case,  they  will  probably  sell  them  for  a 
very  low  price. 

Plants  to  be  delivered  during  the  cold  months  present 
a  potential  freeze  problem.  Here  again,  garage  sales  and 
flea  markets  offer  a  solution.  Picnic  sized  foam  con¬ 
tainers  having  sufficient  space  for  one  to  four  plants  are 
generally  available  for  50 c  or  less. 

In  the  same  vein,  plants  that  are  purchased  can  be 
transported  in  plastic  shopping  bags.  A  quantity  of 
shredded  paper  in  the  bottom  of  the  bag  will  serve  to 
hold  the  plant  erect.  Simply  loosen  the  shredded  paper 
and  open  a  hole  the  size  of  the  pot  in  the  center.  In  cold 
weather,  use  a  twistem  to  close  the  bag. 

If  locating  shredded  paper  is  a  problem,  ask  at  the 
bank.  Any  nearby  military  installation  can  also  be  a 
good  source. 

These  ideas  may  be  old  hat  to  many  readers  or  there 
may  be  better  ways  of  handling  some  of  the  problems. 
Perhaps  these  ideas  are  only  a  place  to  start  in  sharing 
techniques.  There  are  probably  many  other  cost  or  labor 
saving  tips  that  readers  have  tucked  away.  By  sending 
those  tips  to  the  African  Violet  magazine,  all  members 
can  benefit. 
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Sderotinia  -  A  Specialized  Fungus 

by  Joyce  and  Kent  Stork 


sderotinia  is  a  fungus  which  forms  a  powdery  crust 
on  the  stems  and  crowns  of  several  ornamental 
houseplants,  including  African  violets.  It  is  one  of 
several  causes  of  crown  rot.  Pythium  and  phytophetera 
are  two  of  the  more  common  sources  for  crown  rot,  but 
they  both  attack  root  systems  first.  Sderotinia  attacks 
the  stems  and  top  part  of  the  plant,  covering  those 
surfaces  with  a  stiff  white-grey  coat  which  is  followed 
by  a  deterioration  of  plant  tissue.  It  is  definitely  fatal  to 
the  plant  and  will  quickly  spread  throughout  the 
growing  area. 

It  is  a  special  group  of  fungus  (with  many  strains) 
that  does  not  reproduce  by  spores.  Instead,  they  produce 
little  balls  of  sderotium,  which  are  very  durable  and 
remain  viable  and  dormant  as  they  wait  for  the  right 
conditions  of  moisture  and  temperature  to  develop. 
When  conditions  are  right,  the  sderotium  develop 
hyphae,  and  the  population  of  the  fungus  literally 
explodes  causing  rapid  damage. 

There  are  chemical  treatments,  but  they  are  generally 
sold  only  in  very  large  quantities  for  greenhouse  use. 
One  fungicide  labeled  both  for  sderotinia  and  African 
violets  is  made  by  BASF  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri  and  is 
called  Vincolozolin.  The  Grace-Sierra  Company  markets 
this  chemical  under  the  name  of  Ornalin.  We  found  it  in 
a  catalog  from  the  Hummert  company  in  St.  Louis  with 
directions  for  mixing  it  by  100  gallon  batches.  I  cannot 
tell  you  how  effective  the  Ornalin  is;  sometimes  a 
fungicide  that  is  only  partially  effective  against  difficult 
strains  is  sold  because  it  is  the  only  tool  available.  It  is 
not  limited  to  only  licensed  greenhouse  growers,  but  it  is 
not  apparently  offered  to  the  general  public. 

Sderotinia  is  also  a  problem  for  other  ornamental 
blooming  plants  including  poinsettias.  One  strain  of  it 
bothers  southern  pine  trees.  Large  commercial  green¬ 
house  managers,  as  well  as  well-trained  agricultural 
extension  people  should  be  able  to  recognize  it.  These 
same  people  may  be  able  to  recommend  a  fungicide 
available  for  treating  it  in  your  state  (laws  governing 
any  horticultural  pesticides  do  vary) . 


Disposing  of  the  plant  material  will  help  eliminate  the 
fungus  temporarily,  but  growers  need  to  consider  if  it 
will  recur.  It  is  possible  for  air  conditioning  units  to 
harbor  fungus  in  the  coils  because  it  is  a  moist 
environment.  Window  units  are  especially  capable  of 
maintaining  any  fungus.  Air  ducts  also  may  be  at  fault. 
Cleaning  the  air  conditioner  with  a  mild  bleach  solution 
might  be  helpful  (ask  a  professional  for  advice  on  how) . 
You  may  be  wiser  to  take  window  units  in  for  a  profes¬ 
sional  cleaning  or  ask  a  specialist  to  clean  central  air 
systems.  Scouring  the  air  ducts  might  also  help.  Air  con¬ 
ditioning  people  tell  us  that  there  is  an  algaecide  tablet 
or  pellet  which  can  be  placed  in  drip  pans  for  the 
prevention  of  fungal  growth.  Remember,  however,  that 
the  sderotinia  has  a  particularly  sturdy  structure  and 
may  be  persistent. 

Concentrate  on  providing  conditions  that  are  not 
favorable  to  fungus.  Keep  air  moving,  especially  at 
night,  in  plant  areas.  It  is  at  night  when  the  air 
temperature  drops  and  moisture  in  the  air  condenses. 
Moving  air  at  least  discourages  fungus  from  settling 
close  to  plant  surfaces  in  the  moisture-rich  night  air. 
Simple  air  conditioning  will  not  move  air  adequately, 
since  it  probably  runs  less  at  night  when  the  risk  is  the 
greatest.  Fans,  either  on  the  ceiling  or  at  plant  level, 
need  to  run  throughout  the  night.  Give  the  plants  plenty 
of  space  for  air  to  move  around  them.  Clean  the  plant 
area  with  Lysol  or  a  bleach  solution.  Be  sure  to  promptly 
and  thoroughly  wash  any  old  pots,  saucers,  or  trays  in 
bleach  water,  in  a  Physan  solution,  or  in  an  automatic 
dishwasher.  Dispose  of  infected  material  in  a  container 
that  is  well  away  from  the  growing  area. 

Sderotinia  is  not  a  common  violet  fungus  at  this  time, 
but  cases  have  been  reported  from  several  widely- 
separated  areas.  In  one  case,  it 
was  believed  to  have  been 
transported  on  a  small  cactus  ^  ’■  - 

plant.  It  is  wise  to  know  ,  'vis 

the  enemy! 
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Violet  Propagation 

by  Kyle  Coleman 


I  have  always  been  amazed  by  the  many  ways  that 
African  violets  can  be  asexually  propagated  or  cloned. 
New  plants  may  be  grown  from  leaves,  suckers,  or 
peduncles.  Through  the  science  of  tissue  culture,  new 
plants  can  be  grown  from  even  the  smallest  piece  of 
violet  tissue!  These  vegetative  methods  ideally  produce 
genetic  “clones”  of  the  mother  plant,  although  some 
new  plantlets  have  surprised  me  a  few  times. 

The  most  common  way  that  I  start  new  violets  is  by 
leaf  cuttings.  Although  this  method  will  not  work 
reliably  for  chimeras,  this  method  is  well  suited  to  most 
violets.  I  usually  select  a  leaf  from  a  middle  row  of 
leaves  -  the  idea  being  to  get  a  leaf  that  is  not 
completely  mature  but  is  not  too  immature.  If  it  is  a  large 
leaf,  I  trim  the  sides  and  the  end  to  leave  about  2  to  3 
square  inches  of  leaf  surface.  I  cut  the  petiole  on  a  slant 
about  one  inch  from  the  leaf.  I  plant  about  half  the  stem 
in  my  normal  potting  mix  (pre-moistened)  and  secure 
the  stem  with  a  bobby  pin.  Next,  I  place 
the  leaf  in  a  clear  plastic  bag  and  put  the 
cutting  under  my  fluorescent  lights.  In 
about  two  months,  I  will  have  a  nice 
crop  of  plantlets  growing  from  the  tip  of 
the  petiole,  ready  to  be  repotted  -  as 
illustrated  in  Figure  1.  This  method  of 
propagation  may  not  be  the  fastest 
method  to  grow  a  new  starter  plant,  but 
it  provides  probably  the  best  return  for 
the  investment  (one  leaf) . 

Sucker  cuttings  are  probably  the  fastest  method  to 
grow  a  new  starter  plant,  although  I  don’t  use  sucker 
cuttings  as  often  as  leaf  cuttings.  Once  a  sucker  has 
developed  at  least  2  dime-sized  leaves,  I  use  a  long 
narrow  knife  to  remove  it  from  the  mother  plant.  (If  the 
sucker  is  larger,  you  will  have  a  larger  starter  plant  in 
about  the  same  amount  of  time.)  I  carefully  plant  the 
sucker  in  my  normal  potting  soil  (pre-moistened).  I  use 
a  bobby  pin  to  anchor  the  sucker  to  the  soil.  The 
sucker’s  tiny  leaves  in  the  center 
should  be  above  the  soil.  (For 
smaller  suckers,  the  bobby  pin 
may  just  hold  the  sucker  in  contact 
with  the  moist  soil.)  I  place  the 
suckers  in  a  clear  plastic  bag,  and 
place  them  under  my  fluorescent 
lights.  Within  two  to  four  weeks, 
most  suckers  will  be  ready  to  be 


removed  from  the  plastic  bag  and  repotted,  as  shown  in 
Figure  2.  Although  this  method  produces  established 
starter  plants  faster  than  leaf  cuttings,  most  plants  don’t 
sucker  enough  to  produce  a  great  quantity  of  starter 
plants.  Since  this  method  works  reliably  for  chimeras 
(while  leaf  cuttings  won’t) ,  I  usually  propagate  chimeras 
by  sucker  cuttings. 

I  have  only  experimented  a  little  with  peduncle 
cuttings.  (A  peduncle  is  the  main  trunk  of  the  bloom 
stalks  -  the  part  that  supports  the  bloom  cluster.)  Where 
the  bloom  stalk  branches,  each  peduncle  will  have  two 
small  bloom  leaves.  These  leaves  nourish  the  plantlets 
that  will  form  between  them.  To  successfully  propagate 
violets  from  peduncle  cuttings,  I  have  found  that  each 
bloom  leaf  must  be  at  least  half  the  size  of  a  dime.  I 
select  a  peduncle  with  good  bloom  leaves  and  remove  all 
blooms,  buds,  and  pedicels  (the  small  stems  attached  to 
the  blooms) .  Leaving  about  one  inch  of  the  stem,  I  cut 
the  base  of  the  peduncle  on  a  slant  and  then  plant  the 
peduncle  in  pre-moistened  potting  soil  up  to  the  base  of 
the  bloom  leaves.  1  place  the  cuttings  in  a  plastic  bag 
and  leave  them  to  grow  under  my 
plant  lights.  In  about  6  to  8 
months,  if  fungus  hasn’t  killed  the 
cuttings,  some  of  them  will  have  a 
plantlet  or  two,  as  shown  in  Figure 
3.  Since  most  violets  that  I  have 
grown  have  bloom  leaves  that  are 
just  too  small,  most  of  my  violets 
would  not  propagate  by  peduncles. 

In  fact.  Lady  Baltimore  is  the  only 
violet  that  I  have  tried  that  would  cooperate.  Because 
the  mortality  rate  for  these  cuttings  is  so  high,  I  suggest 
planting  quite  a  few  in  each  pot,  hoping  that  some  of 
them  will  make  it.  Although  this  method  has  the 
potential  of  a  new  plant  for  every  bloom  stalk,  this 
method  is  not  very  productive  for  me  because  of  the 
high  mortality  rate  and  the  relatively  long  time  span 
needed  to  produce  the  plantlets. 

I  suppose  some  day  I  will  have  to  try  my  hand  at 
other  methods  of  propagation.  The  relatively  small  size 
of  African  violet  seeds  has  kept  me  from  trying  to  grow 
violets  from  seed.  Violets  may  also  be  grown  from  tissue 
culture,  but  1  don’t  have  the  equipment  to  maintain  the 
sterile  controlled  environment  necessary  for  successful 
tissue  cultures  -  at  least  for  the  time  being. 


FIGURE  1 
LEAF  CUTTING 


FIGURE  2 
SUCKER 
CUTTING 
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In  Memonum,,. 

Ln  1969,  1  first  heard  about  limmy  Dates  and  the 

hybridizing  he  was  involved  with.  When  I  first  saw 
some  of  the  “wasp"  violets  he  was  working  with,  I 
thought  he  must  be  one  of  the  “violet  gods”  on  Mt. 
Olympus,  and  probably  someone  I  would  never  have  the 
pleasure  to  meet. 

Years  later,  I  did  meet  him  at  his  shop  in  Sugar  Grove, 
IL.  In  the  subsequent  years,  I  had  discovered  gesneriads 
and  he  was  the  guru.  He  became  my  comrade  in 
gesneriads,  when  all  others  thought  they  were  too 
hard  to  pronounce  to  bother  with.  He  helped  build  the 
Northern  Illinois  Gesneriad  Society  to  a  healthy,  active 
membership  through  his  enthusiasm. 

When  he  moved  to  our  Peoria  area,  he  was  welcomed 
with  open  arms.  His  informative  programs,  slides,  the 
sharing  of  his  gesneriad  plant  hunting  trips,  and  new 
sinningia  hybrids  added  such  depth  to  our  club.  His 
modest  and  unassuming  nature  always  played  down  the 


Jimmy  Dates 

really  important  and  taxing  work  he  was  doing  with  the 
gesneriad  registrations.  He  was  the  American  Gloxinia 
and  Gesneriad  Society  registrar,  which  meant  he  was 
responsible  for  revising  Registers  and  re-issuing  them 
with  updates,  revisions  of  names,  and  additions  of  new 
species  and  hybrids.  He  tackled  this  with  two  of  the 
more  popular  gesneriads,  Sinningia  and  Episcia,  which 
took  years  to  compile.  Jimmy  handled  correspondence 
from  around  the  world  in  a  time  when  new  gesneriads 
were  being  discovered  and  classified  at  a  rapid  rate. 

Jimmy  contributed  so  much  to  the  African  violet  and 
gesneriad  world,  but  his  greatest  contribution  was  the 
way  he  lived  his  life.  He  was  a  friend  to  all  and  we  miss 
his  presence  in  the  midst  of  our  club. 

Kay  Dye,  Charter  Member 

Evening  Bloomers  African  Violet  Society 


Hilda  Vander  Meer 

AVSA  1995  Board  of  Directors  Nom¬ 
inee,  Hilda  Vander  Meer  passed  away  on 
February  2,  1995.  An  active  member  of 
AVSA  and  several  state,  regional,  and  local 
organizations,  Hilda  was  a  tireless  worker, 
taking  on  necessary  tasks,  and  always 
willing  to  share  her  knowledge  of  African 
violets  and  gesneriads  with  other  clubs 
and  individuals. 

Hilda  was  yearbook  chairman  for  the 
1984  AVSA  Philadelphia  Convention  and 
Convention  Vice  Chairman  for  the  1993 
Lancaster  Convention. 

She  was  a  member  of  not  only  AVSA, 
but  of  the  Tristate  African  Violet  Council, 
the  New  Jersey  Council  of  AV  Judges,  Mid 
Atlantic  AVS  and  the  Liberty  Bell  Chapter 
of  AGGS;  and  President  of  the  Garden 
State  AVC  of  Mercerville,  NJ. 
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Words  cannot  fully  describe  the  loss  of  someone 
who  has  had  such  an  impact  on  my  life.  She  was  more 
than  a  best  friend  ...  she  was  like  a  sister. 

We  shared  so  many  good  times.  Our  love  of  violets 
(and  plants  in  general)  took  us  far  and  near  in  search 
of  something  unusual  to  add  to  our  collections.  She 
managed  to  coax  me  into  becoming  a  judge  and  that 
added  to  our  many  joyous  trips  together. 

My  husband  claims  that  we  never  ceased  to  have 
something  to  talk  about.  If  there  was  a  job  to  be  done, 
Hilda  was  right  there  helping  in  any  way  she  could. 
Her  laughter  and  her  generosity  will  be  missed  by  all. 

Hilda  added  so  much  to  my  life  and  her  memory  will 
always  hold  a  special  place  in  my  heart.  I  will  miss  her 
more  than  words  can  express. 
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Rhona  Thurman 
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Garden  State  AVC 
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Secrets  of  Chimeras 

by  Neil  Upson 
29  S.  New  Ardmore  Avenue 
Broomall,  PA  19008 


From  my  past  articles,  you  would  think  that  my  only 
interest  is  in  insects  and  fungi.  However,  I  rid  these  as 
fast  as  possible  and  get  on  to  the  business  I  enjoy; 
chimeras.  I  will  be  discussing  how  to  grow  them,  their 
problems,  and  special  secrets  not  usually  published. 

A  chimera  is  actually  two  types  of  plant  tissue  in  the 
same  plant.  If  you  cut  the  stem,  the  inside  may  be  one 
type  and  the  outer  stem  may  be  another.  Since  the 
leaves  grow  with  only  one  part  in  the  rooting  medium,  a 
leaf  cutting  will  produce  either  one  or  the  other  color  of 
the  pinwheel,  but  not  both.  Once  in  a  while,  however, 
you  can  reproduce  the  pinwheel  part  of  the  plant,  but 
the  leaves  will  not  be  the  same  as  the  original  plant. 
Sound  confusing?  I  will  try  to  clear  things  up  as  best 
as  I  can. 

A  chimera  is  usually,  but  not  always,  a  pinwheel.  And,  a 
pinwheel  is  usually,  but  not  always  a  chimera,  just  because 
you  buy  a  pinwheel  does  not  guarantee  it  is  a  chimera. 

Chimeras,  by  their  nature,  are  unstable.  They  some¬ 
times,  over  the  years,  turn  into  one  color  or  the  other.  I 
protect  my  chimera  collection  by  propagation. 

I  use  two  methods.  With  the  first,  I  wait  for  a  sucker 
to  appear  on  the  stem,  and  when  it  is  big  enough,  I  start 
a  plant  from  it.  That  is  the  easiest  method,  although  you 
can  wait  a  year  or  two  for  this  to  happen.  You  can  also 
pinch  off  the  top,  but  there  is  a  better  way. 

Wait  until  the  plant  is  as  full  as  it  can  get.  Then  cut 
the  stem  just  above  the  first  or  second  (if  possible)  row 
of  leaves  and  pot  the  top  part.  The  top  will  grow  into  a 
new  plant  and  after  a  couple  of  weeks  the  “trunk”  will 
grow  suckers.  Two  or  three  will  be  predominant  and  take 
over.  Once  you  harvest  these  suckers,  you  can  scratch 
the  bark  off  the  top  and  start  over  again  until  the  leaves 
die.  I  tried  cutting  off  a  long  stem  with  no  leaves,  but 
only  got  a  sucker  about  half  the  time.  There  are  no 
leaves  to  provide  nourishment  to  the  plant,  so  it  may 
not  start  suckers  fast  enough.  The  problem  is  that  you 
take  a  chance  every  time  you  cut  any  plant,  with  either 
the  top  dying  or  the  stem  dying.  And  you  must  wait 
months  before  you  get  the  beautiful  pinwheel  colors. 
However,  because  you  have  2  plants  now,  you  double 
your  chances  of  success. 


You  should  always  have  at  least  one  or  two  backup 
chimeras  in  case  you  suddenly  lose  a  plant  to  crown  rot, 
and  you  cannot  pull  off  leaves  to  start  a  new  one. Do  it 
now,  while  the  plant  is  healthy!  Another  method  is  to 
give  a  plant  to  a  friend.  They  can  enjoy  it,  and  “lend”  it 
to  you  in  case  of  a  disaster.  Keep  in  mind  that  if  either  of 
you  lose  a  plant  tell  the  other  and  start  a  new  one 
immediately. 

A  second  method,  which  takes  some  knowledge  is  to 
grow  chimeras  from  the  flower  stalk.  Many  people  keep 
this  method  secret.  First,  pick  a  flower  stem  that  has  just 
bloomed  and  look  at  the  bloom.  If  it  is  perfect,  you  can 
use  one  of  two  methods. 

The  first  is  to  cut  off  all  the  blossom  just  above  the 
lower  leaves,  and  wait  until  these  little  leaves  grow  to 
about  3/4  inch  to  one  inch  while  still  on  the  mother 
plant.  Then  remove  the  flower  stalk  and  cut  below  the 
leaves  about  one  inch  and  put  this  in  sphagnum  with  no 
rooting  powder  and  wait.  Here’s  the  big  secret:  you  may 
have  to  wait  as  long  as  3  or  4  months.  Keep  it  covered 
and  don’t  dwell  on  it.  This  is  where  most  people  fail. 
They  throw  them  out  after  only  a  month,  or  keep  pulling 
them  up  every  other  day. 

The  second  method  is  very  similar.  You  pull  off  the 
flower  stalk  immediately  and  do  the  same  as  above.  The 
bigger  the  leaves,  however,  the  better  the  chance  you 
have  of  a  plant  developing.  Usually  you  will  get  a  small 
plantlet  at  the  junction  of  one  of  the  leaves  and 
sometimes  on  both.  Let  the  plant  grow  to  about  an  inch 
and  repot,  stem  and  all. 

I  usually  made  my  mistake  in  waiting  until  the 
flowers  were  old  and  then  tried  to  start  the  stalk.  The 
stem  will  slowly  rot  from  the  bottom  up.  Pick  the 
freshest  stem  you  can  and  things  will  work  about  75% 
of  the  time. 

Chimeras  drop  their  blossoms  after  only  a  few  days. 
Some  have  been  developed  to  hold  their  blossoms  like 
Moonbeam,  Red  Mt.  Fuji,  and  Mauna  Loa.  Others,  like 
Moon  Maiden  (gorgeous!)  and  Patsy  Love,  don’t  last 
very  long. 

Some  chimeras  are  natural  born  sucker  producers,  like 
Moonbeam,  Mauna  Loa  and  Patsy  Love.  These  make 
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life  easy,  so  you  don’t  sweat  bullets  when  a  plant  is  sick. 

Another  aspect  of  chimeras  not  normally  discussed,  is 
that  they  are  somewhat  more  susceptible  to  diseases.  To 
produce  the  beautiful  flowers,  many  growers  make  some 
compromises  in  the  plant’s  integrity,  so  there  is  some¬ 
times  a  price  to  pay. 

Some  pinwheels  propagate  beautifully  and  others, 
many  times,  do  not  come  true.  I  found  that  less  than 
half  of  the  Sugar  &  Spice  come  true,  and  only  a  third  of 


Red  Pinwheel  Yet  Moonbeam,  Patsy  Love  and  Mauna 
Loa  are  almost  flawless  with  over  a  90%  success  rate. 
Sugar  &  Spice  is  a  personal  favorite  of  mine  with 
beautiful  blue  and  white  pinwheel  contrast.  It  is  a  poor 
suckering  plant  if  you  don’t  force  it,  but  is  worth  the 
trouble  in  starting  many  plants  through  flower  stalks. 

If  any  of  you  specialize  in  chimeras,  like  myself,  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  you,  so  drop  me  a  line.  I  may 
even  tell  you  another  secret  or  two! 


AV  TIPS:  Plant  Labels 

Sharon  Johnson  •  Lino  Lakes,  MN 


I  have  never  found  a  good  label  to  mark  pots  ...  until 
now.  After  many  failed  experiments  with  the  different 
tapes  on  the  market,  I  turned  to  the  experts.  1  called 
3M’s  technical  division.  They  suggested  3M  Scotch 
Brand  #471,  also  called  Scotch  Plastic  Ihpe  #193. 

#193  is  available  in  stores,  but  only  comes  in  a  three 
yard  roll  which  is  I'A  inches  wide.  To  order  a  larger 
supply,  I  contacted  Shipper’s  Supply  in  Minneapolis, 


3M’s  designated  industrial  tape  supplier  for  the  US. 
#471  is  available  in  1"  width  on  a  36  yard  roll.  I 
ordered  2  rolls  to  get  over  the  minimum  purchase  order. 
A  much  better  price  is  available  in  a  case  lot. 

Remember  to  use  a  permanent  marking  pen  when 
writing  on  the  tape,  which  was  originally  made  for 
marking  floors  in  day  care  centers.  Shippers  Supply  - 
800-447-5191. 


What  Are  We  Giving...  (continued from  page  27) 

10.  Iron  -  small  amounts  are  needed  to  act  as  a 
catalyst  in  the  manufacture  of  the  chlorophyll. 
Leaves  will  show  chlorosis.  Expect  iron  deficiency 
if  the  pH  is  over  7.5. 

1 1 .  Boron  -  small  amounts  act  as  an  enzyme  to  speed 
up  chemical  reactions.  Rarely  deficient.  Young 
leaves  would  twist  and  roots  become  blackish. 

12.  Manganese  -  very  small  amount  needed  to  aid  in 
food  absorption.  It  speeds  up  seed  germination. 
Seldom  a  problem  in  African  violets.  A  deficiency 
will  make  leaves  turn  yellow  and  droop.  Dead 
spots  may  show  up  on  the  leaves. 

13.  Copper  -  acts  as  an  enzyme  to  help  molecules  use 
the  light.  A  deficiency  results  in  wilting  of  leaf 
tips  with  the  youngest  leaves  twisted  and  yellow. 

14.  Zinc  -  acts  as  a  catalyst  to  produce  hormones.  A 
deficiency  results  in  irregular  yellowing  patterns 
on  the  youngest  leaves.  Growth  rate  slows. 

15.  Molybdenum  -  tiny  amounts  needed  for  the 
enzyme  that  breaks  down  nitrates  in  the 
formation  of  proteins.  It  is  very  mobile  so  it 
shows  up  first  in  the  older  leaves.  Suspect  if  the 
potting  medium  becomes  too  acid.  It  is  the  only 
micronutrient  that  is  tied  up  by  a  low  pH.  It  is 


similar  in  its  symptoms  to  nitrogen  deficiency. 
There  will  be  stunted  growth  and  necrotic  spots. 

16.  Chlorine  -  very  little  in  known  about  its  place  in 
the  life  cycle.  New  leaves  may  remain  small  and 
necrotic  areas  may  develop  when  there  is  a 
deficiency. 

For  plants  to  develop  properly,  they  must  have  all  1 6 
elements  in  the  proper  balance.  Growth  is  restricted  by 
the  element  that  is  not  present  in  a  sufficient  amount.  It 
does  no  good  to  add  more  nitrogen,  phosphorous,  or 
potassium  if  the  micro  elements  are  not  present.  Try  a^ 
new  fertilizer  if  you  have  problems.  If  you  have  a 
change  in  light  intensity,  change  the  number  of  hours, 
or  if  the  temperature  changes,  you  may  need  to  adjust 
your  fertilizer  schedule.  Cold  weather  slows  growth  and 
the  need  for  the  maximum  amount  of  food. 

From  all  of  this,  we  see  that  the  processes  by  which 
food  is  manufactured  are  complicated.  This  has  been  a 
very  simplified  version  of  all  that  takes  place.  In  fact, 
there  is  much  more  for  scientists  to  understand.  If 
you  need  more  complete  information,  there  are  several 
good  sources.  Melvin  J.  Robey  gives  a  great  deal  of 
information  in  his  book,  “African  Violets,  Gifts  from 
Nature”.  Back  copies  of  our  own  African  Violet  Maga¬ 
zine  as  well  as  other  gesneriad  publications  are  great 
sources  of  information. 
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Oldies 


Barbara  Elkin  •  2855  Gayle  Lane  •  Auburn,  CA  95602 

Eighteen  months  ago  Marilyn  and  I  started  on  a  personal  mission  to  save  ‘OUR  AFRICAN  VIOLET  HERITAGE’  (the 
plants  that  is) .  With  the  great  attention  this  quest  has  attracted,  we  have  succeeded  beyond  our  wildest  expectations.  Your 
co-operation  and  dedication  to  growing  a  few  of  the  older  ones  has  soared  to  over  850  different  ‘Old  Timers’  on  our  list. 

This  quest  will  only  work  if: 

1 .  you  send  a  self  addressed  and  stamped  envelope  for  my  reply,  to  me,  Barbara  Elkin,  address  above; 

2.  return  the  postage  when  someone  sends  you  something  and; 

3.  you  answer  my  pleas  in  the  ‘AVSA’s  MOST  WANTED  LIST’  with  any  of  them  that  you  are  growing.  (If  it’s  out  there 
we  will  try  to  find  it) . 

Due  to  the  space  needed  in  each  issue  to  print  everything,  we  find  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  refer  to  your  past  issues  of 
the  AVM  for  a  more  complete  picture  of  what  is  available,  this  includes  the  ‘AVSA’s  MOST  WANTED’  items  also. 

I  have  been  in  touch  with  a  lot  of  the  Commercial  Growers  and  they  have  supplied  me  with  many  names.  It  seems  to 
work  very  well  for  the  commercial  growers  as  well  as  it  does  for  us. 


REG. 

REG. 

NUMBER 

DATE 

HYBRIDIZER 

NUMBER 

DATE 

HYBRIDIZER 

Alouette 

2787 

1976 

Fredette 

Heather  Blue 

2751 

1975 

Schafer 

Ashes  of  Roses 

1960's 

Mahr 

Junior  Miss 

1514 

1965 

Champion 

Ballet  Faity  Queen 

19?? 

Fischer 

Little  Red 

3006 

1976 

M.  Maas 

Ballet  Marta 

2899 

1976 

Fischer 

Maas’  Chris 

7010 

1988 

M.  Maas 

Bashfull  Betsy 

2748 

1975 

Champion 

Maas’  Katherine 

19?? 

M.  Maas 

Beloved 

5267 

1983 

Harris 

Maas'  Penny 

19?? 

M.  Maas 

Big  Blue 

19?? 

Whitaker 

Maas’  Red  Buttons 

2697 

1975 

M.  Maas 

Blarney 

5208 

1983 

Pittman 

Maas’  Sasha 

19?? 

M.  Maas 

Blue  Bustle 

19?? 

Dates 

Maas’  Sunset 

4661 

1981 

M.  Maas 

Brides  Maid 

867 

1957 

Uleiy 

Mary  Ann 

3711 

1978 

Smith 

China  Pink 

3429 

1978 

Fredette 

My  Fair  Lady 

3782 

1976 

Eyerdom 

Commodore 

AVS48 

1948 

Armacost  & 

Normandy 

4302 

1982 

Eyerdom 

Royston 

Pink  Jayne 

19?? 

? 

Confetti 

1201 

1961 

P.  Trapp 

Polly  Doodle 

4339 

1981 

Fredette 

Confetti  Trail 

4679 

1981 

Lyon 

Raspberiy  Pink 

991 

1958 

Lyon 

Cool  Hand  Luke 

19?? 

Dates 

Red  Sunset  Star 

4727 

1982 

Rnari 

Cool  Hand  Pink 

19?? 

Dates 

Ruffled  Red 

2679 

1975 

M.  Maas 

Corey 

4906 

1982 

B.  Cook 

Sam 

19?? 

M.  Maas 

Crimson  Frost 

2706 

1975 

Eyerdom 

Sanibel 

3377 

1978 

Leary-Williams 

Dominique 

4355 

1981 

Fredette 

Seafoam 

2024 

1969 

Eyerdom 

Dora  Baker 

2084 

1970 

Lorenzen 

Snowfire 

19?? 

Baker 

Fools  Gold 

5245 

1983 

Phillips 

Softique 

1957 

1969 

Richter 

Georgie  Boy 

4855 

1982 

Elkin 

Southampton 

3888 

1980 

Weynand 

Glad  Rags 

3574 

1978 

C.  Reed 

Sparkling  Waters 

807 

1957 

Madison 

Glittersweet 

4431 

1981 

Fredette 

Starlace 

602 

1954 

Eyerdom 

Golden  Girl 

1983 

Baker 

Star  Wars 

1983 

Baker 

Gosh 

19?? 

Lyon 

Tlz  Pink 

3527 

1978 

Reed 

Grand  Canyon 

1267 

1961 

Champion 

Tiz  So 

3890 

1980 

Weynand 

Granger's  White  Cockatoo 

3417 

1978 

Eyerdom 

To  The  Max 

1983 

Whitaker 

Green  Blush 

2135 

1970 

Kolb 

Tracey  Rail 

3623 

1979 

Tracey 

Green  Lace 

19?? 

Lyon 

Wrangler's  Byran’s  Song 

4670 

1981 

Smith 

am  MOST  WANTED  LIST 

Barbara  Elkin  •  2855  Gayle  Lane  •  Auburn,  CA  95602 


Blue  Velvet 

June  Swift 

Outrage 

Rennie 

Snow  Drops 

Gala  and  Brinstone 

Mighty  Honda 

Peppermint  Fog 

Salad  Bowl 

Suzi  Q 

Hot  Lips 

Interelude  (Granger) 

Mighty  Minie 

Raspberry  Sprinkles 

Sleeping  Beauty 

Tiger  Eyes 

Velvet  Dawn 
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The  First  AVS  of  Spartan¬ 
burg,  SC,  celebrated  the 
“Sixteenth  Birthday”  of  the 
club,  organized  in  February 
of  1979  by  Mrs.  Ernestine 
Wright,  who  helped  host  the 
meeting  with  Mrs.  Martha 
Young.  Each  of  the  members 
dressed  as  “teenyboppers”, 
in  poodle  skirts  and 
saddle  oxfords. 


The  top  three 
winners  of  the  Violet 
Patch  of  South 
Florida’s  13th  annual 
show,  were,  left  to 
right,  Leticia  Potter, 
Bea  Marx,  and 
Kay  Lorenz. 


Officers  of  the  AV 
Club  of  Houston 
left  to  right,  Dawn 
Paul  Downs, 
Hall,  Elizabeth 
and  Roy  Hall. 
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AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Anne  Jantzen,  Chairman  •2725  Katrina  Way  •  Mountain  View,  CA  904040 


DECEMBER,  1994 

Contributions  from  December  1  -  December  31 


Bergen  County  AVS,  NJ 

$  20.00 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s  fee  to  Becky  Johnson 
Wisconsin  Council  of  AVC’s 

10.00 

Anne  and  Frank  Tlnari,  PA 

15.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen,  devoted  AVSA 
member  and  long-time  friend 

Tristate  AV  Council,  NJ 

25.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen,  active  and 
talented  member  of  Garden  State  AVC, 

New  Jersey  Council  of  Judges, 

Tristate  AV  Council  and  devoted 
supporter  of  the  Building  Fund. 

Penny  Wezel,  NJ 

25.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen 

Janet  Riemer,  NJ 

10.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen 

Kay  and  Bill  Lyons,  PA 

25.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen  -  a  good  friend 
Virginia  Phelps,  CA 

20.00 

Albuequerque  AVS 

25.00 

In  honor  of  Peggy  Staat, 
outgoing  president  - 
after  six  years  of  service 

North  Texas  AV  Judges’  Council 

20.00 

In  memory  of  Evelyn  Pruitt, 

mother  of  Yvonne  Acree,  and  Ann  Donee, 

mother  of  Ann  Padgett 

Jefferson  AV  Association,  LA 

25.00 

AVC  of  Burlington  County,  NJ 

25.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen 

Des  Moines  Evening  AVC,  lA 

10.00 

Central  Jersey  AVS 

28.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen 

Mrs.  Greg  Violet  Club,  MN 

10.00 

In  lieu  of  Christmas  exchange 

AVS  of  the  East  Bay,  Inc.,  CA 

1100.00 

Upon  their  dissolution  after  44  years 

Total: 

$1393.00 

Total  all  contributions:  $90,568.25 


JANUARY,  1995 

Contributions  from  January  1  -  January  31 
Elinor  Skelton,  VA  $  20.00 


In  memory  of  Laurene  Jones’  mother 
Anna  Jean  and  George  Landren,  IL 

25.00 

Drs.  Eve  and  Eric  Benvenuti,  NJ, 

Adam  and  Adele  Stupor,  NY 

Edward  Grannas  and  Lillian  Young,  NY 

125.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen, 
dearly  loved  mother  of 

Kathy  Johnson 

AVS  of  South  Bay,  CA 

50.00 

Anne  Jantzen,  CA 

10.00 

One  year  more, 

Sara  Anne  is  four  6/9/95 

Union  County  Chapter,  AVSA,  NJ 

17.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen  from  her 
friends  in  Union  Co.  Chapter,  AVSA 
Penny  Wezel,  NJ 

25.00 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s  fee  from 

Union  County  Chapter,  AVSA 

Garden  State  AVC,  NJ 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen 

AVS  of  Greater  Uilsa,  OK 

15.00 

Mrs.  Jack  Pletzer,  TX 

10.00 

Clifford  Walsh,  GA 

10.00 

Lois  Buschke?  NJ 

15.00 

Robert  Kurzynski,  NJ 

10.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen 

Wilma  Davis,  MD 

20.00 

Fred  C.  Hill,  NJ 

5.00 

David  Laib,  IL 

15.00 

Helen  Kongsted,  CT 

25.00 

Catherine  Mileti,  CA 

5.00 

Doris  J.  Shaw,  MD 

20.00 

Verbeau  AVC,  LA 

15.00 

Helen  Handwerk,  CO 

15.00 

Total: 

$  477.00 

Total  all  contributions:  $91,045.25 
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SEEK  AND  FIND 

YOUR  FAVORITE  HYBRIDIZER! 

by  Charlene  Kulosky  •  Lombard,  IL 

Up,  down,  forward,  backwards  and  diagonally. 
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APRIL  28  -  JUNE  4  -  FLORIDA 

Epcot  ’95  International  Flower  and  Garden  Festival, 
Walt  Disney  World,  Lake  Buena  Vista,  FL, 

20  miles  SW  of  Orlando  in  Central  FL 
MAY  5  &  6  -  MISSOURI 

MKO  VIOLFT  Society  Annual  Show/  Sale 
basement  of  the  Pertain  Presbyterian  Church, 

1930  Virginia,  Joplin,  MO 
10am  -  4pm 
MAY  5  &  6  -  UTAH 

AVS  of  Utah  43rd  Annual  Show/Sale 
Garden  Center  Bldg,  1602  E.  2100  South, 

Salt  Lake  City 
1  pm  -  5pm 

Info:  Bessann  Swanson  (801)  583-8509 
MAY  5  &  6  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 
AVS  of  Charlotte  Annual  Show/Sale 
Eastland  Mall, 

5471  Central  Ave.,  Charlotte,  NC 
MAY  5,  6  &  7  -  OHIO 

Cincinnati  AVS  Show  at  the  Beechmont  Mall 
May  5,  1pm  -  9pm, 

May  6  &  7,  Mall  Hours 
Info:  271-5678  or  384-4437 
MAY  6  &  7  -  LOUISIANA 
Alexandria  AVS,  Display/Sale 
Best  Western,  McArthur  Dr,  Alexandria,  LA 
May  6,  10am  -  6pm;  May  7,  10am  -  4pm 
Take  Plants  Home  at  Time  of  Purchase 
Info:  Beverly  Bullock  (318)  442-2852 
MAY  6  &  7  -  PENNSYLVANIA 
The  AVS  of  Philadelphia  Show/Sale 
Watertower  Recreation  Center, 

Hartwell  Lane  &  Ardleigh  St., 

Chestnut  Hill,  Philadelphia,  PA. 

May  6,  Noon  -  7pm;  May  7,  1  lam  -  4pm. 

Info:  (215)  836-5467 
MAY  6  &  7  -  CALIFORNIA 

Tustana  AVS  Show/Sale,  Westminster  Mall, 

405  Freeway  at  Golden  West  Blvd.,  Westminster,  CA 
May  6,  10am  -  7pm;  May  7,  1  lam  -  5pm 
Info:  Stephen  Gaudin  (310)  634-5981; 

Ed  Hoefer  (714)  526-4773 
Jean  (714)  544-2349 
MAY  6  &  7  -  CONNECTICUT 

Silvermine  AVS,  22nd  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Westport  Nature  Center, 

10  Woodside  Lane,  Westport,  CT 
May  6,  1:30  -  5pm;  May  7,  1  -  4pm 
Info:  Sylvia  Siegel  (203)  847-5570; 

LynnWallach  (203)  227-5487 


MAY  6  &  7  -  NEW  YORK 

AVS  of  Rochester  Show/Sale,  St.  John’s  Home, 

150  Highland  Ave.,  Rochester,  NY 
May  6,  2  -  6pm;  May  7,  1  lam  -  5pm 
Info:  (716)  381-6384 
MAY  6  &  7  -  NEW  YORK 

AVS  of  Syracuse,  Show/Sale,  Great  Northern  Mall, 

Clay,  NY,  Route  3 1  West  out  of  Syracuse 
Mall  Hours.  Info:  Richard  Gundlach  (315)  455-2963 
MAY  6  &  7  -  WISCONSIN 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society,  1 5th  Annual  Show/Sale 
Park  Plaza  Mall,  Downtown  Oshkosh 
May  6,  10am  -  5pm;  May  7,  Noon  -  4:30pm 
Info:  Kevin  Denger  (414)  426-3764 
MAY  6  &  7  -  ILLINOIS 

Fort  Massac  AVC  of  Metropolis,  IL,  Happy  Hearts  Senior 
Citizens  Bldg,  5 1 6  Superman  Square 
May  6,  10am  -  4pm;  May  7,  Noon  -  4pm 
MAY  6  &  7  -  WISCONSIN 

Crosstown  AV  Club  Annual  Show/Sale 
East  Towne  Mall,  Madison,  WI,  Mall  Hours 
Info:  Bonnie  Henell  (608)  221-2050 
MAY  6  &  7  -  VIRGINIA 

Old  Dominion  AVS  Show,  Green  Springs  Garden  Park 
Horticultural  Center,  4601  Green  Springs  Road, 
Alexandria,  VA 

May  6,  10am  -  5pm;  May  7,  Noon  -  4pm 
Info:  Joanne  Bear  (703)  255-0583 

MAY  6  &  7  -  MISSOURI 

Show-me  AVC,  10th  Annual  Judged  Plant  Show/Sale 
Loose  Park  Garden  Center 
5200  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Kansas  City,  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Sherry  Cowherd  (816)  584-7834 
MAY  6  &  7  -  NEW  YORK 

AVS  of  Staten  Island  35th  Annual  Show/Sale, 

Staten  Island  Mall,  2635  Richmond  Ave,  Eltingville 
Sat:  10am  -  9pm 
Sun:  12pm  -  5pm 
MAY  6  &  7  -  CALIFORNIA 

San  Fernando  Valley  and  Granada  Hills  AV  Societies 
Combined  Show/Sale,  Panorama  Mall,  Rosco  Blvd  and 
Van  Nuys  Blvd,  Panorama  City,  CA 
May  6:  10am  -  7pm 
May  7:  1  lam  -  5pm 
Info:  (818)  363-6222 
MAY  6  &  7  -  CANADA 

Monctonian  AVS  Annual  Show/Sale 
Mac  Arthur’s  Nurseries,  Moncton,  NB 
May  6:  2pm  -  9pm 
May  7:  9am  -  4pm 
Info:  (506)  855-1758 
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MAY  11,  12  &  13 -OHIO 

Violets  &  Friends  AVC  Annual  Show/Sale 
Miami  Valley  Center,  1-75  &  Route  36,  Piqua,  OH 
May  11,1-  9pm;  May  12  &  13,  10am  -9pm 
Info:  Shirley  Jones  (513)  773-3761; 

Dixie  Gunsaulies  (513)  653-5041 
MAY  12  &  13  -  OHIO 

Parmatown  AVC  35th  Annual  Show/Sale 
Parmatown  Mall,  7899  West  Ridgewood  Dr,  Parma,  OH 
May  12,  12:30pm  -  9pm;  May  13,  9am  -  6pm 
Sale  table  open  9:30am  -  Both  days 
Info:  Marian  Tlnsdale  (216)  845-2525 
MAY  12  &  13  -  OREGON 

Portland  AVS  Mother’s  Day  Sale 
Eastport  Plaza  Mall,  4020  S.E.  82nd  Ave,  Portland,  OR 
May  12,  10am  -  9pm;  May  13,  10am  -  6pm 
Info:  Charlotte  Smith  (503)  771-5762 
MAY  12  &  13  -  FLORIDA 

Heart  of  Jacksonville  AVS,  1st  Annual  Judged  Show 
The  Avenues  Mall,  10300  Southside  Blvd,  Jacksonville, 
FL,  Mall  Hours 

Info:  Lucy  Wall  (904)  757-5708 

Bobby  Johnsen  (904)  221-0629 
MAY  12  &  13  -  CALIFORNIA 

AVS  of  South  Bay  Annual  Show  &  Sale 
Westgate  Mall,  1600  Saratoga  Ave,  San  Jose,  CA 
May  12:  2pm  -  9  pm 
May  13:  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  (408)  736-3803 
MAY  12  &  13  -  FLORIDA 

Suncoast  AVS  Annual  Display  &  Sale 

Parish  Hall  of  St.  Bartholomew  Episcopal  Church, 

3747  34th  St,  St.  Petersburg,  FL 
Both  Days:  9am  -  4pm 
Info:  Retta  Anderson  (813)  866-3468 
MAY  12  &  13  -  LOUISIANA 

Top  Choice  AVS,  Mother’s  Day  Display/Sale 
Pierre  Bossier  Mall,  Bossier  City,  LA 
May  12:  9am  -  6pm 
May  13:  9am  -  4pm 
Info:  Vivian  Kennedy  (318)  687-0127 
MAY  12  &  13  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 

First  Goldsboro  AVS  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale, 

Berkeley  Mall,  Berkeley  Blvd,  Goldsboro,  NC 
Both  Days:  10am  -  9pm 
Info:  Frances  Deans  (919)  778-3179 
MAY  12  &  13  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Garden  State  AVC  44th  Annual  Show/Sale 
Grace  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church, 

East  State  Street  Extension,  Mercerville,  NJ 
May  12:  1pm  -  9pm 
May  13:  10am  -  5pm 
Info:  (609)  499-3395,  (908)  735-5124 
MAY  12  &  13  -  ILLINOIS 
Rockford  AVS  Show/Sale 

Colonial  Village  Mall,  Alpine  and  Newburg  Roads, 
Rockford,  IL 


MAY  13  -  CALIFORNIA 

Bellflower  AVS  Display /Sale 
Stonewood  Mall, 

1 2 1  Stonewood  St  at  Firestone  and  Lakewood  Blvd, 
Downey,  CA 
1  lam  -  5pm 

Info:  Donald  Weaver  (310)  533-8476 
MAY  13  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 
Triangle  AVS  Show/Sale 
Northgate  Mall,  Durham,  NC 
9am  -  5pm 
Info:  (919)  362-8532 
MAY  13  -  CALIFORNIA 

Burbank  AVS  9th  Annual  Display/Sale, 

Verdugo  Park,  3201  West  Verdugo  Ave,  Burbank,  CA 
9am  -  4pm 

Info:  Laura  Thomson  (818)  846-1241 
MAY  13  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 
Green  Thumb  AVS  Show/Sale 
Carolina  East  Mall,  Greenville,  NC 
9am  -  9pm;  Info:  (919)  459-3722 
MAY  13  -  ARKANSAS 

Busy  Bloomers  AVS  Show/Sale 
North  Little  Rock  Community  Center 
2700  N.  Willow,  North  Little  Rock 
Info:  Glenda  Dye  (501)  982-9654 
MAY  13  &  14  -  KANSAS 
Bright  Petals  AVS  Display/Sale 
Gold  Room  of  the  Holiday  Inn,  Great  Bend 
May  13,  Sam  -  7pm;  May  14,  9am  -  3pm 
MAY  13-14  -  VIRGINIA 

Tidewater  AVS  Show/Sale,  Norfolk  Botanical  Gardens 
Auditorium.  Info:  Pat  Knight  (804)  479-2115 
MAY  13  -  NEBRASKA 

Omaha  AVS  Spring  AV  Exhibit/Sale 
Southroads  Mall,  Bellevue,  NE;  10am  -  6pm 
Info:  Patty  Burkey  (402)  289-3328 
IVIAY  13  &  14  -  CALIFORNIA 

Carlsbad  AVS,  AVSA  Judged  Show/Sale 
Plaza  Camino  Real  Mall,  Carlsbad,  CA 
Info:  Betty  Roberson  (619)  729-6772 
JUNE  3  &  4  -  CALIFORNIA 

AVS  of  San  Francisco,  June  Show/Sale 
County  Fair  Building  of  San  Francisco, 

9th  Ave  &  Lincoln  Way 
June  3:  Sale  10am  -  5pm 
June  4:  Show  &  Sale  -  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Ed  Gergosian  (415)  751-6037 
JUNE  10  -  New  Jersey 

AVC  of  Burlington  Co,  6th  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Burlington  Center  Mall,  Rt  541,  Burlington,  NJ 
Sales:  10am  -  8:30pm,  Show:  Noon  -  8:30pm 
Info:  (609)  877-8696 
JULY  5-8-  CALIFORNIA 

A  National  AGGS  Convention  Show  at  the  Clarion  Hotel 
401  E.  Millbrae  Ave,  Millbrae,  CA 
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BEAUTIFUL 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


Assortments 

Leaves 

Starters 

10  Standard 

6.95 

21.95 

10  Miniature 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Semiminiature 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Trailers 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Mixed 

5.95 

19.95 

1 0  mixes/all  new 

7.95 

24.95 

NO  MORE  DUPLICATE  PLANTS  OR  LEAVES 
We  are  now  offering  a  new  service  to  our  customers.  With  your  first  order,  send 
us  a  list  of  stock  numbers  from  our  catalogue  for  varieties  you  already  have,  or 
do  not  wish  to  receive.  Our  computer  will  automatically  exclude  these  varieties 
from  any  order  we  send  to  you,  including  assortments.  You  may  also  update 
your  list  of  stock  number  with  each  order.  We  can  only  provide  this  service 
through  the  use  of  our  stock  numbers-please  do  not  send  us  a  list  of  the  names 
of  your  plants.  Send  $1  for  our  catalogue,  or  receive  it  free  with  your  first 
purchase.  Pat’s  choice  only  on  assortments.  With  each  $25  of  merchandise 
ordered,  including  supplies,  you  will  receive  a  FREE  YELLOW  OR  CHIMERA 
STARTER  PLAMT.  Please  give  us  several  choices  for  your  free  plant.  We  will  honor 
your  request  If  possible.  Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $15  plus  shipping. 
Packing  and  shipping  $5  regular  UPS  or  $7  for  UPS  2nd  day  air  plus  .25  per 
plant  after  the  first  10  plants,  .10  per  leaf  after  the  first  10  leaves.  Make  checks 
payable  to:  DUNLAP  ENTERPRISES,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO  63050 


<£> 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  LEAF  SUPPORTS 

5  Sizes 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 
9"&12"  fit  up  to  5"  pot 
15"&18"  fit  up  to  8"  pot 

made  of  leaf-green  plastic,  fit  any  type  of  pots 
send  stamped,  addressed,  long  envelope 
for  price  list  and  current  shipping  charges 

J  F  INDUSTRIES 

Route  4  Box  309-1 ,  Pryor,  OK  74361 
1-918-434-6768 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS  by 


QUANTITY  ASSORTMENT  SPECIALS 

Our  choice  of  new  and  older  varieties  in  2-1/2"  pots,  bud  &  bloom,  each  variety  different. 


Please  add  $6.25  for  shipping. 

West  coast  add  extra  40c  per  plant. 


Assortments  can  be  mixes  of  standards,  minis,  and  chimeras.  Not  applicable  with  discount  coupons.  Send  SSAE  for  list. 

GRANGER  GARDENS  •  1060  Wilbur  Road  •  Medina,  OH  44256  •  Phone  216-239-2349 


TOTAL  ORDERED 

STANDARDS 

MINIS 

CHIMERAS 

5  plants 

$2.00  ea 

$1 .80  ea 

$3.80  ea 

10  plants 

$1.75  ea 

$1.50  ea 

$3.50  ea 

15  plants 

$1 .60  ea 

$1 .35  ea 

$3.00  ea 

20  plants 

$1 .45  ea 

$1 .20  ea 

$2.60  ea 

25  plants 

$1 .30  ea 

$1.00  ea 

$2.25  ea  ■ 

— — — — — -  MIDLAND  VIOLETS  — — 

Home  of  the  ^‘NESS^’  Hybrids 

Direct  from  the  Hybridizer  to  you! 

1995  RELEASES  -  WE  GROW  ’EM  TO  WIN 

Featuring  corals,  reds,  fantasies,  yellow/white  blends  and  several  exciting  new  chimeras.  Send  $1.00  in  cash 
(refundable  with  order)  for  1995  descriptive  list.  1994  customers  will  receive  a  free  copy.  Some  shipments  may  be 
delayed  slightly,  due  to  the  late  May  date  of  the  convention.  Limited  supply  of  ’SS’s.  Please  fist  subs. 

Still  available:  All  1994  varieties,  including  a  large  supply  of  Ness’  Satin  Rose.  (semi-minlT  judged  2nd  Best  New  Introduction 
at  the  Denver  Convention.  These  and  many  more,  including  our  whites,  both  standards,  semis  and  minis. 

Don  &  Jean  Ness  •  3667  Midland  Ave.  •  White  Bear  Lake,  MN  55110  •  Call  (612)  429-4109 
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AUCE’S  VIOUT  ROOM 

129  Zeigenbein  Road  •  Waynesvilie,  MO  65583  •  (Phone  314-336-4763) 


YELLOW  MINIATURES 

PLANTS  -  $2.75 

STANDARDS 

LEAVES  -  $1.25,  EXCEPT  YELLOW 

HORTENSE’S  HONEYS 

FROM  AUSTRALIA 

HORTENSE  PITTMAN 

J.  C.  MUNK 

ALAMO  ANGEL 

COLONIAL  PORT  LINCOLN 

$8.00  EACH 

APACHE  HOLIDAY 

ALAMO  DEVIL 

COLONIAL  WHYTE  YARCOWIE 

MOON  GOLD 

APACHE  SNOWFIRE 

ALAMO  GUSTO 

LYONS 

GOLDEN  NUGGET 

APACHE  SPARKLER 

ALAMO  MIDNIGHT 

CHERRIES  N’  CREAM 

GOLDEN  TOUCH 

RODEO  COWBOY 

ALAMO  STRANGER 

NANCY  LEIGH 

TEXAS  BUTTERCUP 

RODEO  JUBILEE 

MARVIN  RUNYON 

VINTAGE  WINE 

TEXAS  GOLD 

RODEO  JUNCTION 

CROTEAU 

MISCELLANEOUS 

TEXAS  SUNSHINE 

RODEO  SWEETHEART 

BALLADIN 

AVALANCHE (BRYANT) 

$3.00  EACH 

RODEO  PARADE 

JEAN-PIERRE 

NATCHURLY  NAWLING  (DOMIANO) 

RAG  DOLL 

RODEO  REWARD 

LAMBERT  CLOSSE 

PERFECT  TOGETHER  (WASCHE) 

LOVEY  DOVE 

RODEO  STARDUST 

MAGIGI 

TOMORROW’S  INDIGO  (J,  SMITH) 

LULLABY 

KENT’S 

MANEGE 

MINIATURES 

YELLOW  STANDARDS 

BARBARA  ANN 

STARMAKER 

HORTENSE’S 

VARIOUS  HYBRIDIZERS 

GERONIMO 

JOEN  GEHR 

BLUE  BLEND 

ALAMO  GOLD,  $8.00 

GREAT  BIG  HUG 

MINT  CONDITION 

ETHEL  TWIFORD 

SILVER  N’  GOLD,  $5.00 

PINK  SUNDOWN 

ROYAL  CHILD 

FROSTY  FUN 

LEMON  PLUME,  $5.00 

PUEBLO 

WITCH  DOCTOR 

PETITE  FANTASY 

BLUSHING  IVORY,  $4.00 

REVENGE 

CHAMPION 

PINK  SKIES 

GOLDEN  GLOW,  $4.00 

SANCTUARY 

RED  PEPPER 

TEXAS  TEEN 

GOLDEN  THREADS,  $4.00 

STILL  WATERS 

SUNNY  SALMON 

MISCELLANEOUS 

LEMON  WHIP,  $4.00 

TAILOR  MADE 

STAR  EYES  (NADEAU) 

PLAYFUL  DREAMER,  $4.00 

WELCOME  HOME 

DEER  PATH  (TRAILER,  GEHR) 

Order  from  list  or  send  large  SASE  for  complete  descriptive  list.  Many  others  on  list. 

SHIPPif'iG:  UPS  GROUND,  $6.00  up  to  20  plants;  add  10  cents  per  plant  over  20.  UPS  2nd  DAY  AIR,  $9.50  up  to  10  plants; 
add  25  cents  per  plant  over  10.  POSTAL  PRIORITY  MAIL,  $6.00  up  to  10  plants;  add  20  cents  per  plant  over  10. 
LEAVES:  UPS  2nd  DAY  AIR,  $7.50;  PRIORITY  MAIL,  $5.00 


SYLVANIA  GRO-LUX  BULBS 

Wide  Spectrum  Gro-Lux  -  18",  24"  or  48"  -  Case  of  12  -  $51 .95  /  24  -  $95.95  Postpaid 
Standard  Gro-Lux  -  18",  24"  or  48"  -  Case  of  12  -  $95.95  Postpaid 


OPTIMARA  PRODUCTS 
Potting  Soil  -  Ultra  light  -  8  qt.  bag 
East  of  Miss.  -  $2.19  West  of  Miss.  -  $2.45 
Violet  Food  (14-12-14)  -  8  oz.  -  $2.50 
Pre-measured  -  $1 .75  ea/4  for  $6.00 
Mini-Wells  (clear)  -  $1 .00  each  Midi-Wells  (clear)  -  $1 .50  each 


PLASTIC  POTS 


Each 

50  or  more 

1-1/4" 

rd  green 

IOC 

8c 

1-1/4” 

rd  terracotta 

22C 

18c 

1-1/4" 

rd  terracotta  w/saucer 

25C 

20c 

2-1/8" 

rd  terracotta 

6C 

5C 

2-1/4" 

rd  gr  or  wh 

7C 

6C 

2-1/2" 

rd  gr  or  wh,  sq.  -  gr. 

8e 

7C 

3" 

rd  tub  -  gr  or  wh  rolled  lip 

10c 

8C 

3-1/2" 

rd  tub  -  gr  or  wh  rolled  lip 

12c 

10c 

4" 

rd  tub  -  gr  or  wh  rolled  lip 

14C 

12c 

5" 

rd  pan  -  gr  or  wh 

25C 

20C 

6" 

rd  pan  -  gr 

30c 

25C 

Wick  Watering  Reservoirs  (16  oz.) 

30c 

26c 

PLASTIC  HIGH  DOME  TERRARIUMS  -  9"  dia.  -$5/11"  dia.  -  $6 
PLASTIC  LABELS 
3"  white,  green,  pink 

blue,  lavender  -  100/$1.00  500/$4.50  1000/$  6.00 

4"  white-  100/$1.25  500/$5.75  1000/$10.00 

PRESSURE  SPRAYER  -  48  OZ.  -  $7.49 


MINIATURE  RESERVOIRS 

Square  Plastic  container  -  $1 .00  ea  /  50  or  more  -  70®  ea. 
Colors:  red,  lavender,  watermelon,  dark  green, 
light  green,  dark  blue,  light  blue 
ORTHENE 
18  oz.  aerosol  -  $1 1 .50 
KNOXOUT 
16  02.  aerosol  -  $6.95 
DURAGUARD  -  New  for  thrip  control 
1  qt.  concentrate  -  $49.95 
SUPERTHRIVE 

1/2  oz.  -  $1 .98  / 1  oz.  -  $2.89  /  2  oz.  -  $3.98  /  4  oz.  -  $6.39 
PHYSAN  -  16  oz.  -  $5.95  /  32  oz.  -  $9.95 
ALLEGRO  -  for  starting  leaves  -  4  oz.  -  $2.50 
DIATOMACEOUS  EARTH  - 1  lb.  -  $2  25 
TROY  MOISTURIZING  MAT 
Washable  capillary  matting  -  4'  wide  white  -  75(5  per  foot 
HYPONEX  ORGANIC  FISHMEAL  STICKS 
Package  20  -  75c 
GROOMING  TWEEZERS 
6-1/2"  w/curved  points,  nickel  plated  steel  -  $3.99 

Send  a  stamp  for  our  complete  list  of  supplies. 

Please  add  $3.90  shipping  per  order 
(outside  US  -  actual  cost) 

Phone  orders  welcome 

TRY  US  FOR  FAST  SERVICE 


8  Maddison  Lane 
Lynnfield,  MA  01940 
Tel  (617)  334-6679 
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PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS  (Standards,  Tubs,  Squares) 

Inch  Number  of  Pots 


Size 

Color 

Type 

10 

20 

50 

100 

500 

2 

Wh/Gr 

RS 

$  .90 

$1.75 

$  4.00 

$  6.75 

$  29.00 

2-1/8 

WhTerraCotta  RT 

.90 

1.75 

4.00 

6.75 

29,00 

2-1/4 

Wh 

RS  or  SQ 

1.30 

2.20 

4.65 

8.50 

34.00 

2-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.50 

2.50 

5.50 

9,50 

39.00 

3 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

1.80 

3.30 

7.50 

13.50 

57.50 

3-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  SQ 

2.10 

3.75 

8.50 

15.50 

67.50 

4 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.50 

4.50 

10.00 

18.00 

78.00 

4-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.70 

5.00 

11.00 

20.00 

88.00 

5 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

3.25 

5.80 

13.50 

25.00 

110.00 

6 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

4.00 

6.50 

16.00 

31.50 

135.00 

6-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT 

4.50 

8.25 

18.50 

33.50 

150.00 

NOTE:  Good  rolled  rims  on  3",  3-1/2",  &  4"  Round  Tubs 
RS:  ht.  =  width  /  RT:  ht.  =  3/4  width  /  SO  &  RS:  same  volume 


PLASTIC  PAN  POTS  shallow  depth  about  1/2  top  diam 


Size 

Color 

10 

20 

50 

100 

250 

5" 

Wh/Gr 

$3.30 

$  6.25 

$14.50 

$25,50 

$  58.00 

6" 

Wh/Gr 

4.00 

7.75 

18.00 

33,50 

78.00 

6.5" 

Wh/Gr 

4.25 

8.25 

19.25 

36.25 

88.00 

8" 

Wh/Gr 

6.40 

12.00 

28.00 

54.00 

129.00 

10" 

Wh/Gr 

9.90 

18,75 

45.00 

85.50 

208.00 

Snap-on  saucers  available  -  listed  in  catalog 


WATER  RESERVOIRS  -  (see  through)  for  WlCK-WATERlNG 


Volume  Size  20 

8  oz.  {4"w.  X  1-3/4"h.)  $8.00 

16  oz.  (4"w.  X  3''h.)  8.00 

32  oz.  (5-1 /4"w  X  3-3/8"h.)  12.50 


1/2  price  for  containers  OR  lids  only. 
Wicks  not  supplied. 


50 

100 

500 

$18.50 

$34.00 

$140.00 

18.50 

34.00 

140.00 

28.00 

52.00 

200.00 

LEAF  SUPPORTS  -  J.  F.  INDUSTRIES 

3 

10 

25 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 

$2.75 

$  8.00 

$18.00 

9"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

3.25 

9.50 

21.00 

1 2"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

4,00 

11.00 

23.75 

1 5"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

6,25 

17.75 

37,50 

1 8"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

7.00 

20.00 

41.00 

SEND  ORDERS  TO  /  REQUEST  CATALOGS  FROM: 

THE  VIOLET  HOUSE,  Dept.  AV 
P.  O.  Box  1274  •  Gainesville,  FL  32602 


Shipping  &  Handling  Charges: 

United  Parcel  Service  to  EASTERN, 

MIDWESTERN  &  SOUTHERN  STATES  .  .  .  $4.25 
to  WEST  (MN,  ND,  SD,  NE,  CO,  NM,  AZ,  UT, 

WY,  ID,  MT,  WA,  OR,  NV,  CA)  .  .  .  $4.50 
U.  S.  Mail  (AIR  OR  SURFACE) 

&  ALL  OTHER  AREAS . .  ACTUAL  COST 


SOMETHING 
NEW 

HAS  BEEN 
ADDED. 

We  have  added  a  very  nice  line  of  gift  cards 
to  our  operation.  No  fancies,  no  gimmicks, 
no  Christmas  cards,  just  greeting  cards. 

Standard  grade  - 12  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $4.95 
Deluxe  grade  -  14  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $8.95 

Assorted  cards  -  12  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $5.95 

If  you  know  someone  who  wants  to  add  something  beautiful  to 
their  gift  shop,  please  contact  us. 


TOLL  FREE:  1-800-377-8466  -  24  HOURS 


POTTING  MATERIALS  (Max.  of  8  gal 

for  one  SHIPPING 

CHARGE  -  for  each  additional  gallon  add 

$.50  to  shipping) 

VIOLET  HOUSE  SOILLESS  MIX 

2  gal. 

$3.25 

A  mix  of  peat,  perlite,  vermiculite 

lime  &  minimum  amt.  fertilizer. 

FINE  SEEDLING  MIX 

2  gal. 

3.25 

like  VH  Mix,  but  fine  vermiculite  and  no 

fertilizer 

PERLITE  -  aerates  soil 

1  gal. 

1.75 

VERMICULITE  -  holds  moisture 

1  gal. 

1.75 

CANADIAN  PEAT  -  milled 

2  gal. 

2.75 

DOLOMITE  LIME  -  sweetens  mix 

1  lb. 

1.30 

CHARCOAL  -  keeps  mix  sweet 

12  oz. 

1.75 

PETER’S  FERTILIZER 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIAL  (12-36-14) 

12  oz. 

$3.25 

VARIEGATE  SPECIAL  (5-50-17) 

12  oz. 

3.50 

BLOSSOM  BOOSTER  (10-30-20) 

16  oz. 

2.75 

PEAT-LITE  (15-16-17) 

12  oz. 

3.00 

SEEDS 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SEEDS  -  NADEAU 

Grow  unique,  beautiful  African  Violets 
#1  Standard;  #2  Mini;  #3  Variegate;  or  #4  Trailers 
KIT  -  each:  100  seeds,  instructions,  soilpellets, 


&  container  for  germinating . $5.75 


PESTICIDE 

SCHULTZ-INSTANT  Insect  pump;  Pyrethrin . 12  oz.  $4.25 

SYSTEMIC  GRANULES .  8  oz.  $4.75 

SAFERS  SOAP,  Ready  to  use .  8  oz.  $3.25 

SAFERS  SOAP  CONCENTRATE .  8  oz.  $4.75 

MALATHION-50 .  8  oz.  $4.30 


OUR  NEW  MANAGEMENT  POLICY: 

AS  OF  OCTOBER  1,  1994,  FOR  YOUR  CONVENI¬ 
ENCE  AND  SATISFACTION  -  We  have  installed  a 
24  hour  800  phone  number  -  1-800-377-8466  and 
will  accept  VISA  and  Master  Card. 

THE  J.D.  RICE  FAMILY  ARE  THE  NEW 
VIOLET  HOUSE  OWNERS. 
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BIG  SKY  VIOLETS 


LOOK  what’s  new  at  BIG  SKY  VIOLETS 

20  ‘Wharoonga’  Hybrid  Streps. 

From  big,  bold  &  gorgeous  to  small,  delicate  pasteis. 

21  Streps  from  Johnathan  Ford  &  Lyons. 

All  available  as  cuttings  @  $1 .00  each  &  some  varieties  also  as  plants  @  $3.25  each. 

New  ‘Yeliow’  Semi-Minis  &  Minis  from  Hortense  Pittman: 
LEMON  COOKiE  -  MOON  GOLD  -  TEXAS  GOLD  &  TEXAS  SUNSHINE 

Only  $7.50  per  plant  or  $3.00  per  leaf. 

You  will  find  full  descriptions  of  these  and  1 0O’s  of  other  violets  from  leading  hybridizers,  plus  a  complete  line 

of  growing  supplies  in  our  new  1995  catalog,  available  at  only  $2.50  (cash  or  stamps),  which  will  be  refunded 

on  your  1st  order. 

10678  Schoolhouse  Lane  Moiese,  MT  59824  (406)  644-2296 


SHIRLIY’S 
HOUSE  OF 
VIOLETS 


njUB* 

1 

NEW  FOR  SPRING! 


WE  HAVE  THE  1995  VARIETIES  AVAILABLE  FROM  BURNS. 


STORK.  HOBBS.  FOSTER.  MUNK.  NESS.  PITTMAN. 
SORANO.  ROBINSON. 

TRAILERS!!  We  have  an  excellent  selection  of  standard,  mini,  and  semiminiature  trailers 
from  HARRIS,  TRACEY,  GEHR,  STAHL,  MURPHY,  ADAMS,  SOTKIEWICZ,  AND  OTHERS. 
Our  descriptive  list  is  available  for  $1 .00  in  stamps  or  cash. 

LEAVES:  24  CURRENT  RELEASES  SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE  $20.00.  24  NEW  AND  PREVIOUS 

RELEASES  SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE  $16.00.  50  NEW  AND  PREVIOUS  RELEASES  SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE 

$28.00.  Priority  shipping  on  leaves  S4.50:  Texans  add  7^4%  tax.  Plants  available  on  our  list. 

WE  SHIP  ONLY  IN  THE  U.S. 

Our  address  - 1034  Rayburn  Dr. ,  San  Antonio,  TX  78221 

(210)  923-1093 

Make  checks  payable  to  Shirley  Sanders 

WE  WILL  MEET  YOU  IN  ST.  LOUIS  AT  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 
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•  UStra  Long  Life  Fluorescent  Tubes 

•  Engineered  to  Reproduce  Sun  Light 

•  Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 


Instant 


Made  in  the  U.S.A.  Since  1956  GET  THE  FACTS  -  CALL/FAX  FOR  OUR  FREE  COLOR  BROCHURE 
Verilux,®  Inc.  •  P.O.  Box  7633V  •  Vallejo,  CA  945i0  •  1-800-786-6850  •  Fax-707-554-8370 


BELISLE’S  VIOLET  HOUSE 

MARCIA  BELISLE 
P.  O.  Box  1 1 1  AV 
Radisson,  Wisconsin  54867-01 1 1 
(715)  945-2687 

QUALITY  VIOLETS  CHOICE  GESNERIADS  CATALOG  $2.00 


AV  WORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 

Thanks  to  “G-T-S”  I  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 

I  tell  everyone,  “If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren’t 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential."  Mrs.  M.  L.  Home 
(Includes  unique  chapter  on  "Miniaturing  The  Miniatures”) 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  112  pages 
8 ‘A  X  11  paperback 


usa/canada  -j 

$1.50 p&h  j-X.yo 

calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage;  $7.50 
air  mail,  or  $2.50  surface 

AV  Enterprises  Press 
P.O.  Box  6778-A 
Oxnard,  CA  93030 

SAVE  *1.95 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.20  ea.)  usa/can  p&h  75<t  each 
(save  75<t  ea.)  total  $1.95!  Overseas  $1.20  ea.  surface. 


INDOOR  GARDENING  SUPPLIES 

P.  O.  Box  40567-AV  •  Detroit,  Ml  48240  •  Phone  (313)  426-9080  •  Fax:  (313)  426-7803 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  4- 
♦  METERS,  TIMERS  PLANTLITES  <4  ACCESSORIES  4“ 


40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $29.63  12  =  $51.88  24  =  $100.06 


G48PLA  $347.60 
W/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shelfs  w/8  Trays 
70H  X  27L  X  23D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID, 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX 
VISA,  MASTERCARD,  CHECKS  &  COD’S  ACCEPTED 

FREE  32  PAGE  CATALOG 


WP156AW  $22.00 
Window  Planter 
3  Trays,  12  Pots 
3  Pcs  Eggcrate, 
12  Wicks 
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3  shelf  stand.  Model  3S48.  Width  51-1/2,  Depth  23-1/2,  Height  67-1/4  inches. 
Plant  stands  include  all  parts  needed.  Framework,  Plastic  Trays,  Bolts, 
Metal  Hooks,  11  inch  Bulb  Spaced  Fluorescent  Fixtures,  Gro-Lux  wide 
spectrum  fluorescent  Lamps,  Growing  Guide  and  Instructions. 

Color  catalog  on  African  Violets,  Plant  Stands  &  Supplies  $1 .00. 

Phone  for  freight  charges  214-526-3484. 

VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES,  2714  Minert  St.,  Dallas,  Texas  75219 


r 


Alannah’s African  Violets 

"Mail  order  specialists  for  award-winning  Violets" 


Well  established  starter  plants  and  fresh  cut  leaves. 

All  necessary  African  Violet  growing  supplies  -  from  pots  to  fertilizers,  etc. 
Floralight  indoor  light  gardens  and  accessories. 

Interesting  and  hard  to  find  florists  supplies 
(frogs,  wire,  florists  clay  &  foam,  etc.) 

Catalogue  $2.00  refundable. 


Box  10101  A,  3159  Hwy.  21  North 
Danville,  WA.  USA,  99121 

R.R.1,  Site  640  A,  Grand  Forks,  B.C. 

Canada,  VOH  1H0 

Phone  (604)  442-2552  Fax  (604)  442-0288 

Visitors  Welcome  -  by  appointment 
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CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St. 
(508)  548-2798  (after  5:00  p.m.) 
Hours  by  appointment  •  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 
WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10, 
also  CHIMERAS.  Latest  releases  from  BOONE,  BARBARA  ELKIN,  BILL  FOSTER, 
GRANGER  GARDENS,  PAT  HARRIS,  HORTENSE,  BILL  JOHNSON,  LYONS,  NESS, 
KENT  STORK,  WRANGLERS  and  much  more.  Catalog  $1.00 
Foreign  catalog  $3.00.  Gifts,  Cards,  Notes  and  Paper  Goods  available. 

PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 

3"-3  1/2"-4''  round  tubs  have  rolled  rims 


SIZE 

COLOR 

TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

1-1/4“ 

Wt.  (only) 

Thumb  Pot 

$  1.20 

$  2.75 

$  5.00 

$  9.80 

$  44.50 

2-1/4" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

1.95 

3.60 

6.60 

29.00 

2-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.15 

2.15 

3.90 

7.25 

33.00 

3" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.30 

2.95 

5.25 

9.80 

44.50 

3-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.45 

3.60 

6.60 

12.50 

57.00 

4" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.00 

4.25 

7.90 

14.75 

63.00 

4-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.70 

5.90 

11.40 

20.75 

94.00 

6" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.00 

27.70 

125.00 

6-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

3.80 

8.60 

16.60 

30.50 

132.00 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

1-1/4" 

Terracotta 

4.00 

8.00 

14.00 

25.00 

PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 

5" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

2-1/2"  Deep 

2.80 

6.00 

12.00 

22.00 

100.00 

6" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

3-3/4"  Deep 

3.70 

8.75 

14.50 

31.00 

135.00 

7" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

4"  Deep 

5.30 

11.75 

25.50 

45.00 

8" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

4"  Deep 

6.00 

14.50 

28.00 

54.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

3-1/2" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

4" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

5" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.65 

5.85 

11.10 

20.75 

6" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

8" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

4.40 

10.50 

20.00 

38.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 

(recessed  snap-on-lids)  16oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

105.00 

(wicks  not  included)  32  oz 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

170.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 
3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellov\/,  Green 
Blue,  Lavender,  Pink 

4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink,  Red,  Yellow 
5"  White,  Lavender. 

4  1/2"  White  only 


100 

1.00 

1.25 

1.50 

2.00 


500 

4.75 

5.75 
7.00 
9.00 


1000 

7.00 

10.00 

13.00 

17.00 


PERMANEST  TRAYS  -  Light  Green  - 

No  Holes  1 

6 

12 

25 

50 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

.90 

5.10 

9.75 

8“  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.40 

8.00 

15.00 

8"  X  12“  X  2-1/2" 

1.50 

8.50 

16.20 

1 1 "  X  22"  X  2-3/4" 

4.50 

26.00 

49.00 

PLASTIC  TRAYS  -  No  Holes 

25-1/2"  X  13-1/2"  X  3-3/16"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

20.25 

38.50 

73.50 

Elisa's  African  Violet  Rings 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  orWt. 

.90 

4.75 

8.75 

18.00 

31.50 

9"  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

20.00 

36.00 

13"  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

NEW 

BIONEEM 

Botanical  Insecticide 
from  the  NEEM  tree. 
Controls  THRIPS 
and  other  insects. 

Trial  size  -  $4.99 
8  oz.  cone.  -  $9.99 
16  oz.  cone.  -  $18.99 
32  oz.  cone.  -  $33.99 


PHYSAN  20 

16  OZ.  -  $5.95 
32  OZ.  -  $9.95 
1  gal.  -  $29.95 

SUPERTHRIVE 

1/2  oz.  -  $2.29 

1  oz.  -  $3.39 

2  oz.  -  $4.55 
4  oz.  -  $6.39 

DANDY  POTS 

2-1/4" -4“ 

OYAMA  PLANTERS 
Mini -1-1/2" -2-1/2" -3" 
4"-5"-6" 

BATEMAN’S  BOUNTY  6-2-2 

8  oz.  -  $2.99 
16  oz.  -$5.25 

STURDY 

4  oz.  -  $2.99 
8  oz.  -  $5.25 

PLANT  DINNER 

8  oz.  BOUNTY, 

4  oz.  STURDY+ 

Mixer  Dispenser  Bottle 
$6.35 

KEIKIGROW  PLUS 
15  ml -$21.00 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 

PETER’S  WATER  SOLUBLE  FERTILIZERS 

Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Formula 

Type 

Size  /  Price 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $2.75  each; 

4  oz. 

12  oz. 

3  for  $7.50;  6  for  $13.50;  12  for  $26.00 

12-36-14 

African  Violet  Special 

$1.25 

$3.25 

1  gal.  (for  large  growers)  $34.00  each. 

5-50-17 

Variegated  Special 

1.25 

3.50 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

15-16-17 

Peat-Lite  Special 

1.25 

3.00 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

4  oz. 

16  01. 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

20-20-20 

General  Purpose 

1.25 

3.00 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

15-30-15 

House  Plant  Special 

1.25 

3.00 

$3.85  each  -  6/18.00  -  12/34.00  -  24/62.00 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1.75 

Charcoal 

No.  4  Coarse 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

No.  6  Medium 

1.75 

3.25 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $4.00; 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.50 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.50 

4.50 

Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost  -  $4.00  min. 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 

Long  Fibered  Sphagnum  Moss 

8  qts./$3.75 

Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code 

and  Phone  Number 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  -  a  full  4  feet  wide 

PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 

$2.25  per  running  yard 

-  whole  yard  lengths 
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Cheryl  Hukle  5520  Wilkins  Rd. 


81 3-626-681 7  Tampa,  FL  3361 0 

1-800-771-7421 

Full  line  of  supplies  -  Oyama  Pots 
African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 
Project  plants  and  sale  plants 
Wholesale  price  list  for  clubs 
Free  catalog 


STANDARDS 

MINIS 

TRAILERS 


MORE  OLDIES  &  NEW  VARIETIES 


STREPS 

SUPPLIES 


SUSAN  MILLER 

$1.50  Refundable  List  Price 

419-875-5194 

By  Appt.  Only 


14240  Mohler  Road 
Liberty  Center,  OH  43532 


ZACA  VISTA  NURSERY_/>^y^ 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIALISTS 

ISHTiilllL  ®]S(0)M  TIS®  ©ISEEMIHI®®©® 

WEDNESDAY  thru  SUNDAY  -  9  a.m.  ’til  5  p.m. 
closed:  Monday  and  Tuesday 

WE  SHIP  STARTER  PLANTS:  STANDARD,  MINIATURE, 
SEMIMINI  and  TRAILING  AFRICAN  VIOLET  VARIETIES  - 
also  OTHER  GESNERIADS  &  GROWING  SUPPLIES 

SEND  $1.25  (OVERSEAS:  $2.25  U.S.)  FOR  OUR  SUPPLY  LIST 

and 

“CURRENTLY  AVAILABLE  LISTING" 

1190  Alamo  Pintado  Road  -  Solvang,  California  93463 
telephone:  (805)  688-2585 


/4atee 

Custom  ^ade  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


YVONNE  AGREE 

3235  Lockmoor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  75220 
(214)  357-6045 


Open  9-12  weekdays  or  call  for  appointment 
Send  ^  for  catalog 
4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27502 

919-362-0530  Fax  919-362-5822 


Hybrid  Tea  Roses  •  Antique  Roses 
African  Violets  •  Gesneriads 
A  V  Soil  •  Supplies 


ozell  Rose  Nursery 
&  Violet  Boutique 


1995  catalog  $1.00  (refundable) 
Visitors  welcome  by  appointment 


Billy  and  Carolyn  Rozell 

1 2206  Hwy.  31  West  903-595-5137 

Tyler,  TX  75709-9738  Fax:  903-593-7956 


TravisMolets 

P.  O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


Phone  1-912-574-5167 
1-912-574-5236 

ORDERS  ONLY- 
Fax  1-912-574-5173 


!  2  FREE  VIOLETS  !  ■ 


New  &  older  varieties  of  African  Violets,  from  leading  hybridizers,  and  our  own  new  plants.  All  orders 
before  September  1  will  receive  2  FREE  PLANTS  with  every  10  plants  ordered.  Send  $1  for  our  new 
1995  catalog,  or  order  from  our  ad  in  the  January  issue  of  AVM.  Try  our  super  special  12  Flusky 
Starters  -  all  different  -  $30  Postpaid  -  All  plants  our  choice.  VISA-MASTERCARD  -  List  all  info  on 
card  -  Min.  card  order  $30.  ad  expires  09/30/95 
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Superior  Pioletg 
expresfs^lp  for  pou!" 


S^d£  wis^s  to  a[£  £xlzi£^i£o%&  and  tlzos^,  a  ttEndlng 

^gtJz  c^rmuat  Gonusniion  and  c^SSoeu  in  <SL  ^ouaa. 
nto  j^o^imazd  to  i££,ing  you  t^%B. 

Now  is  the  time  to  select  your  varieties  for  outstanding  entries 
in  affiliate  shows  and  at  the  1996  National  Convention. 


A 

W 

A 

R 

D 


Apache  Victory 
Wrangler’s  El  Diablo 
Arapahoe 

Rochelle’s  Toy  Rascal  (M) 
Deep  Sky 


W  White  Ruffles  (SM) 
I  Ice  Queen 
N  Ness’  Glitter  Lace 
N  Nancy  Leigh 
I  Irish  Flirt  (SM) 

N  Natchurly  Nawlins 
G  Golden  Threads 


V  Vagabond  (SM) 

A  Alamo  Stranger 
R  Rob’s  Dust  Storm  (SM) 
I  Irish  Angel  (SM) 

E  Emerald  Love  Sport  (C) 
T  The  Madam  (S-T) 

I  Island  Waters 
E  Equinox 
S  Satin  Bow 


These  and  over  600  other  show-quality  varieties  in  our  72  page  1995  catalog. 

FULLY  DESCRIBED  AND  INDEXED 
WITH  AVSA  AND  DIXIE  AVS  REGISTRATION  NUMBERS  LISTED 

$2.50,  U.S.  /  $4.00,  Canada  /  $6.00  Overseas  (Air  Mail) 

EXCLUSIVE  US,  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  DENIS  CROTEAUS  1995  RELEASES 

Established  starter  plants  and  fresh-cut  leaves  shipped  thru  October,  weather  permitting. 
it  This  season  we  have  a  selection  of  related  Gesneriads  listed  also.  ☆ 

Growing  supplies  are  shipped  year  ’round. 

^  ^  ^  We  take  pride  in  our  expert  wrapping  and  packing.  ^  ^  ^ 
it  it  Specializing  in  international  shipping  it  ☆ 

GENOLA  B.  COX,  1440-41  Everett  Road,  Eagle  River,  WI  54521  -  (715)  479-3099 

Visit  our  ’growing  family’  in  the  beautiful  Northwoods  of  Wisconsin. 

Shop  is  open  Tuesday  through  Saturday,  10-4.  Closed  Sundays,  Mondays,  and  Holidays. 
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ARE  YOUR  PLANTS 
MISSING  SOMETHING? 

Ordinary  fertilizers  contain  N-P-K  and 
occasionally  some  trace  elements. 

Only  DYNA-GRO  LIQUID  NUTRIENTS 
with  Pro-TeKtiM  silicon  supplement, 
supplies  all  6  macro  nutrients  plus  11  trace 
elements  for  complete  plant  nutrition. 
Check  our  label 

WE’VE  GOT  WHAT  IT  TAKES! 

■  ■\ 

CORPORATION 
The  Nutrition  Solution 
1065  Broadway  •  San  Pablo,  CA  94806 

Call  800  DYNA-GRO 

For  Complete  Information  On 
Our  Award  Winning  Formulas 


f,- 


Air  Express  5  pack:  ^29.95 
Postpaid  to  48  states 
Alaska  &  Hawaii  add  $10.00 


Suj^r 
Miniatures 


Receive  5  Little  Jewels®  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  Mini-WeiP''^  reservoirs  are  included 
along  with  fertilizer.  These  minis  are  easy  to  grow! 
Teas  Nursery  Co.,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1 603,  Belioire,  TX  77402-1603 


1-800-446-7723 


Teas  Catalog 
FREE  to  AVSA 

Light  tubes,  fertilizers,  violet  pots 
including  the  Dandy  Pot®  plus 
orchids,  hibiscus,  plumerias, 
bromeliads,  and  supplies. 


r 


FLORALS  OF  FREDERICKS 


Alyce  Droege 


BEST  VARIETIES-YELLOWS  TOO! 

STANDARDS  IN  3”  &  4”  &  LEAVES 

MINIS  CHIRITAS 

TRAILERS  SINNINGIAS 

CHIMERAS  STREPTOCARPUS 

EPISCIAS  Other  GESNERIADS 

COMPLETE  GROWERS  SUPPLIES 

design  supplies-books-pincups  2-3/4”  to  5-1/2” 
bioenergy  plus/fertilizers/spray/soil 
dandy  pots-2  sizes-many  colors 
growing  pots,  oyamas,  hanging  baskets 
beautiful  ceramic  wick  pots  (pat.  pend.) 

6  sizes  -  decorator  colors 


beautiful  handpainted  aprons  &  totes  &  china 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES  -  CATALOGUE  $2.00 


155  SPARTAN  DR. 

MAITLAND,  FL.  32751 
407  -  339-5533 

vm 

Tuesday  -  Saturday  10am-6pm 

1-800-771-0899  orders  only 


V  _  J 


Grow  The  “Miracle”  Companion  Plants! 

American  Q[o?(inia 
and  Qesneriad  Society 

Membership  includes  a  subscription  to 
The  Gloxinian  magazine  (six  issues)  plus  a 
copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads” 

$20.00  Single  Membership 

Outside  of  the  U.S.  $25.00  in  U.S.  Funds. 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Membership  Secretary 
Dept.  AV 

c/o  Horticulture  Society  of  New  York 
128  W.  58th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  10019 
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ini-o-lels 


African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 


ZOWIE! 

LOOK  AT  WHAT’S 
NEW  FOR  1995! 

Available  now  for  shipping 
only  from  Rob’s  Mini-o-lets 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


ROB’S  ALBATROSS:  Loads  of  huge  dbi.  stars  of  white  and  blue 
held  nicely  above  quilted,  med.  green  foliage;  striking  semimini 
ROB’S  CATCH  ME:  Fluffy  triple  blooms  of  deep  pink,  dotted 
throughout  w/dark  rose;  perfect  dark  foliage;  very  profuse  semimini 
ROB’S  CATERPILLAR:  Mounds  of  lovely  sdbl.  white  buttercup 
blooms  w/green  edges  and  pink  center;  nice  TL  var.  foliage; 
semimini 

ROB’S  CHERRY  SODA;  Sdbl.  light  rose  pansies,  spotted  and 
speckled  w/dark  rose-red  fantasy;  very  dark  Ch.  var.  foliage; 
profuse  mini 

ROB’S  CHIMNEY  SWEEP:  Bright  blue  sdbl.  pansies  w/bright  pink 
spots;  dark,  heavily  var.  TL  foliage  semimini 
ROB’S  CHOO  CHOO:  Sdbl.  white  w/good  edging  of  rosy-red;  very 
tiny,  glossy  foliage;  good  bloomer;  a  must  for  micromini  lovers 
ROB’S  FIDDLESTICKS:  Lovely  soft  pink  w/rose  blush;  excellent, 
dark,  quilted  foliage;  heavy  blooming  showplant;  semimini 
ROB’S  GREEN  JEANS:  Dbi.  white  w/outer  petals  of  lime-green; 
glossy,  TL  var.  foliage;  lots  of  very  long-lasting  blooms;  semimini 
ROB’S  HOCUS  CROCUS:  Very  unusual,  just  terrific!;  sdbl. 
salmon-pink  bells  tinged  w/green,  held  above  small,  very  dark,  TL 
var.  foliage;  extremely  heavy  bloomer,  they  last  forever; 
tremendous  small  semimini 

ROB’S  JUNE  BUG:  Masses  of  pretty  sdbl.  blush-white  blooms 
above  excellent,  tiny,  glossy  TL  var.  foliage;  terrific  little  mini 
ROB’S  MISS  PRISS:  Beautiful  sdbl.  deep-deep  salmon-pink;  very 
dark,  quilted,  TL  var.  foliage;  constant  bloomer;  semimini 
ROB’S  OOH  LALA:  Very  pretty,  large  triple  white  pom-poms, 
heavily  frilled  and  lightly  edged  in  blue,  some  mottling;  great 
bloomer;  semimini 


ROB’S  RED  MIST:  Sparkling,  deep  pink  dbis.  heavily  speckled 
w/bright  crimson;  dark,  CV  foliage  w/heavy  variegation;  profuse 
mini 

ROB’S  SEDUCTION:  Stunningly  beautiful,  a  real  eye-catcher; 
sdbl.  deep  cerise-pink,  petals  tipped  in  dk.  burgandy-red  then 
edged  in  white-green;  dark  TL  var.  foliage;  semimini 
ROB’S  SUGAR  CUBE:  Large  bouquet  of  bright,  clear,  dbi.  white 
stars  over  heavily  var.  TL  foliage;  great  bloomer;  small  semimini 
ROB’S  VOODOO  BLUE:  Dbi.  dark  blue  blooms  held  above  very 
dark,  serrated  foliage;  nice  little  mini 

ROB’S  WIND  CHIMES:  Everyone  wants  this  one!;  large,  dbi.  silver 
star  bells  w/touches  of  It.  green;  very  dark,  TL  var.  foliage;  unusual 
color,  tons  of  bloom  that  lasts  literally  for  months;  semimini 

5  New  Trailers!  All  have  excellent  trailing  habit 

ROB’S  BOOLAROO:  Absolutely  lovely!;  sparkling  dbi.  light  pink, 
heavily  peppered  w/blue;  very  heavy  bloomer;  wonderful  semimini 
ROB’S  GUNDAROO:  A  must  if  you  like  blue;  lovely  light  baby-blue 
dbIs.;  very  heavy  bloomer;  semimini 

ROB’S  LILLI  PILLI;  A  certain  show-winner!;  sdbl.  deep  lav. -pink 
w/dark  blue  fantasy  streaks;  terrific  foliage,  extremely  profuse; 
semimini 

ROB’S  WAGGA  WAGGA:  Loads  and  loads  of  dk.  blue  dbis., 
w/occasional  touches  of  white;  nice,  small  foliage;  great  semimini 
ROB’S  WOOLOOMOOLOO:  Gotta-have-itl;  masses  of  sparkling 
dbi.  pink  blooms  over  great  foliage;  terrific  semimini 

...plus  dozens  of  other  favorites 


STREPTOCARPUS 

Culture  same  as  for  violets.  These  gesneriads  are  spectacular,  and  bloom  constantly,  year-round.  They  are 
extremely  easy  to  grow  and  bloom  even  in  windows.  All  of  the  latest  Jonathan  Ford  varieties  available. 

OCEAN  RAIN:  Large  sdbl.  orchid-purple  w/very  distinctive  white 
lower  throat;  profuse 

PINK  SOUFFLE':  Very  unusual;  dbi.  deep  pink  w/large  white 
throat,  yellow  in  center;  heavy  bloomer 

SUNRISE:  A  favorite;  light  watermelon  with  maroon  veining  on 
yellow  throat;  compact 

THUNDER  BLUE:  Double  medium  blue  with  netting  of  darker  blue; 
the  best  grower  and  performer 
...plus  dozens  more! 


BLUE  HEAVEN:  Loads  of  darling  med.  blue  sdbis.  w/white  throat, 
lavender  veining;  always  with  lots  and  lots  of  bloom 
CHRISTMAS  MORNING:  Still  the  most  spectacular;  huge,  bright 
red-red  blooms  w/bright  yellow  throat 

ICE  CAPADE:  Very  highly  recommended;  beautiful  dbi.  white 
w/dark  purple  veining  in  throat;  one  of  the  very  best  bloomers 
MOON  OVER  MIAMI:  Very  striking  dark-dark  velvety  purple 
blooms  w/tiny,  bright  yellow  eye;  you’ll  want  to  touch  these  blooms! 


ALSO  SHIPPING  THE  BEST  IN  SHOW-QUALITY  STANDARD  SIZE  VARIETIES 
PRICES:  $3.25  per  plant.  Please  add  $6  per  order  for  shipping.  Club  project  and  wholesale  plants 
at  discount  prices.  We  ship  ANYWHERE  (internationally),  ANYTIME  (ask  about  overnite  service  in  winter). 

SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED. 

SEND  $1  (refundable)  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 


DR.  RALPH  ROBINSON  (‘ROB’) 

P.O.  BOX  9,  NAPLES,  NEW  YORK  14512 


PHONE:  716-374-8592 
VISITORS  WELCOME  AT  THE  SHOP 
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JUST  ENOUGH  SINNSNGIAS 

Catalog  $2  (with  color  photos  $5) 
Make  check  payable  to  Patti  Schwindt, 
P.O.  Box  560493,  Orlando,  FL  32856. 


NEPTUNE’S  HARVEST: 

Organic  Fish  Fertilizer.  Pleasant  smelling. 
Indoor/Outdoor  use.  Commercially  proven. 
Outperforms  chemicals.  Wholesale/retail. 

1  (800)  259-GROW. 


SUPPLIES 

200  -  4V2"  plastic  pots,  200  -  3"  plastic  pots,  150-200  reservoir  wick 
saucers,  200  res.  wick  pots  (bowl,  snap  on  lid  4V2"  plastic  pot) 

25  leaf  support  rings.  Sell  for  V2  price  listed  in 
Volkmann  catalogue  or  best  offer. 

AOTJ  BROWN  *2102  LaSMlE  » AMARILLO,  TX  79106  •  (806)  352-8878 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWING  HANDBOOK 

BY  FIRST  AUSTIN  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
A  carefully  researched,  illustrated  book  by  and  for  violet  growers.  This  revised 
edition  deals  with  every  phase  of  violet  culture  and  problems.  Clever  and  helpful 
techniques  for  advanced  growers  as  well  as  beginners,  including  “Texas  Style.” 

$2.25  plus  $1  handling  ppd.  -  Write  for  quantity  discount  price  list. 
FIRST  AUSTIN  AVS  •  Rt.  1,  90e  Cardinal  Lane  *  Paige,  TX  78659-9801 


PotBound  African  Violets 

Cathy  Balliu 

10927  W.  103rd  Circle 
Westminster,  CO  80021-7813 
303-469-4574 

Over  250  varieties . Catalog  $1 .00  with  SASE 


Visitors  Welcome  by  Appointment 


SHOW  FAVORITES 
M.  BURNS  -  24  Varieties;  Croteau  - 
18  Varieties  ...  Also  Boone,  Stork, 
Johnson,  Wilson,  Granger,  Lyon, 
Decelles,  Trembley,  etc.  Leaves  only 
List  $1 ,  Refund  w/order.  P.  O.  Box  8085 
West  Chester,  OH  45069 
Ph.  513-777-2524 


AWARD  WINNING  SUPER  SOIL  SUBSTANCE 

Soilless  Potting  Mix  Additive 

Used  by  1985-86-87-88-91-93-94  •  D.A.V.S.  Sweepstake  Winner 
Also  Queen  of  Show  85-87-89-91 -92-93-94 
One  pound  bag  makes  6  gallons  potting  mix.  Now  you  can  make  your 
own  show  plant  mix!  Just  add  pound  bag  to  3-2-1  mix  (purchased 
locally),  mix  all  dry  ingredients  well,  add  1  gallon  water  and  start 
potting  the  next  day.  Nothing  else  to  buy!  Just  feed  your  plants  as 
usual  and  watch  the  results.  We  Guarantee!!! 

1  Pound  Trial  Bag  $4.45  -  Makes  6  gallons 

2  Pound  Bags  $7.90  -  Makes  12  gallons 

6  Pound  Bags  $19.95  -  Makes  36  gallons 

Add  $3.00  per  order  for  shipping  and  handling 
Order  direct  from:  Violets  Galore  of  Georgia 

Shipped  UPS  Prepaid  8669  Lake  Drive  (Norris  Lake  Shores) 
(Allow  4  Weeks  For  Delivery)  Lithonia,  GA  30058 


SOLUTION: 
Seek  &  Find 
from  page  47 


Join 
Today! 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  Violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ’round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  Journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

3629  Bordeaux  Court  *  Ar.lington,  Texas  76016 


JIM  WILDMAN 

133  Rosemont  Drive 
Syracuse,  NY  13205 

Specializing  in  Minis  &  Trailers 
Shipping  April  1st  -  Oct.  15th 


Send  $1 .00  for  list 
Telephone  -  315-492-2562 
Visitors  Welcome  By  Appointment 
African  Violets  Leaves  &  Related  Supplies 


SPRING  SPECIALS 

12  leaves,  my  choice  -  $14.00  postage  paid 
24  leaves,  my  choice  -  $25.00  postage  paid 
48  leaves,  my  choice  -  $45.00  postage  paid 
12  plants,  my  choice  -  $35.50  postage  paid 
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E!)use  Plant 


magazine 


Each  colorful  issue  offers  ideas  and  discoveries  of  today  s  best 
indoor  gardeners.  Features  share  secrets  and  tips  on  growing  healthy 
pla-v'',  tal't  /cj  e.,^oric  connu'es  of  ongin  ana  lead  hrc  'gi' 
plant-filled  journeys  back  to  your  living  room.  Discover  fantastic 
Plants  ci:  Pla>_es,  visit  enucing  greennouses,  lead  about  our  plant 
.V  ie>  es  ar  'I  !eam  ^bout  me  lates'  crfer.rigs  m  Piariis  r^ooucts 


Sample  Copy; 

United  States 
$6.“  Canada  &  Mexico 
$7.“  Overseas 

WV  residents  must  ada  6%  Sales  tax. 


State 

□ 


Zip 


1  Year  -  Regular  Rate:  $22.00  — ■  .AYS4 SpreM  $19-95 

Canada  &  Mexico  $27.00A'ear  —  AVSA  Special  $24.95 
Overseas  $31  .OOA" ear  —  AVSA  Social  $29.95 

□  Payment  Enclosed  QMC  QYISA 


Credit  Card  #- 
Signature . 


■  Exp.  Date  ■ 


HousePlant  Magazine  •  P.O.  Box  1638-AV  •  Elkins,  WV  26241-1638 


If  You  are  Outside 
THE  COMTIMENTAL 
United  States, 
Please 

Rimst  iy  Bank  Draft 
IN  U.S.  Funds 
ON  A  U.S.  Bank  or  ov 
IMTEBNATIONAL  MOKEY 
Ohdir  m  U.S.  Funds 
to:  HousePlani 
MASAZiNi,  Elkins  W¥ 
26241  U.S.A. 


W¥  RESIDEPiTS  MUST 
ADD  6%  SAIS  tax. 


Cfi  (1(1  <  -tid  Unit  IS  \!,n  i  ,|J}  tSbo)  HOJ 
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COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS 

fmtm 

OS  PLASTIC 

Mdm  Pots 

‘THEY’RE  SHORT  ’N  SQUAT!!” 


FINEST  QUALITY  -  BEST  PRICES! 


25  -  3'h" 

10  -  472"  1 

1  50-4" 

25  -  5" 

100  -  3"  1 

$3.00 

$1.70 

$6.00 

$5.00 

$9.00 

LOTS  OF  OTHER  THINGS.  TOO! 

SCHULTZ  10-60-10  WHITMIRE  KELTHANE 

“Bloom  Plus”  PT1300,16oz.$10  8oz. 

10  oz.  43.00  PT1200,16oz.$10  $9.95 

Smi  ii  00  for  our  mr^d  Supply  Cddop! 
Oirmit  SdfW'dmg  Coddm  •  0ddo§  ii  00. 

MINIMUM  SHIPPING  CHARGE  NOW  $5.00 

COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS  N  THINGS 

LOIS  &  ED  HOLST 
P.O.  Box  4871  •  Macon,  GA  31208 
(912)  743-4720 


ExGlusive  Fertilizer/Proportioner 
Bottle. 

Watering  wand  and  misting 
attachments. 

Exclusive  positive-lock  aerator 
adaptor. 

Sure  and  easy  on/off  “push  button”. 
50  foot  rugged,  break-resistant 
vinyl  hose. 

Full  one-year  warranty  on  parts 
and  labor. 

Siquamatic  !Hose 

$23.99 

Shipping  &  Handling  $5.00 
NY  Residents  add  $2.32  tax 
Visa  &  MasterCard  accepted. 
Phone  Orders  Accepted. 


PLANT  COLLECTIBLES 

103  KENVIEW  AVE.,  DEPT.  AV,  BUFFALO,  NY  14217 
(716)  875-1221 

TOP  QUALITY  SUPPLIES  -  LOW  PRICES  -  FAST  SERVICE 
Catalog  features  lOO's  of  products  for  your  Violet  needs. 

POTS..  POTS..  POTS... (ALL  SIZES  &  COLORS),  MICRO-MINI 
POTS,  MINI  WELLS,  RESERVOIRS  (ALL  COLORS),  SAUCERS, 
HANGING  POTS,  MARKERS,  HUMIDITY  DOMES,  FLATS  & 
INSERTS,  INDOOR  WATERING  HOSES  &  MUCH  MORE. 
WHOLESALE  &  RETAIL.  PROUD  TO  BE  YOUR  OS  PLASTIC 
WHOLESALE  DISTRIBUTOR.  INDIVIDUALS  &  CLUBS  ENCOUR¬ 
AGED  TO  BUY  FULL  CASES  AT  WHOLESALE  PRICES 


FULL  LINE  OF  PLANT  STANDS, 

ami 

LIGHT  FIXTURES  &  ACCESSORIES. 

w 

CATALOG  FREE  -  Send  3  Stamps  for  Postage. 


Hsnfe  a  Worid 
of  Qrdiids 
at  Your 

FmgerUpst 

Join  the  American 
Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating  world 
of  orchids  each  month  when  you 
become  a  member  of  the  American 
Orchid  Society.  Your  Journey  begins  when  you  open  the 
American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to  pages  filled  with 
priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid  culture  accompanied 
by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid  photographs.  A  special 
advertising  section  helps  locate  sources  of  orchid  plants, 
supplies,  items  from  the  AOS  Book  Department  and 
whatever  else  is  needed  to  become  a  successful  grower. 
Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to  your 
fingertips.  Please  write  or  call  for  a  free,  four-color 
membership  brochure  and  let  the  journey  begin. 

American  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 
6000  South  Olive  Avenue  •  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 
(407)  585-8666 


OVER  800  VARIETIES 
List,  $1.50.  Refundable 
SHIPPING  NOW! 

LEAVES  AND  SOIL  MIX  ONLY 


Bill  St  Kathryn  Paauwe 
45  Third  Street 
W.  Sayville,  NY  11796 
(516)  589-2724 


Why  not  become  a  member  of  the 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
OF  CANADA 
and  receive  CHATTER,  its 
quarterly  publication? 

A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growing  and  showing  of  African 
violets  and  Gesneriads.  USA/International  membership  $14.00. 


Please  send  your  check  or  money  order  to: 

Mrs.  P.J.  Scanlan, 

1573  Arbordale  Ave. 
Victoria,  B.C.  V8N  5J1, 
Canada. 
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AFRICAN  VIOLET  JEWELRY  This  lovely  resin  based  plastic  jewelry  is 
hand  made  in  Colorado.  It  has  been  very  popular  with  our  in-store  customers  and  now  is  avail¬ 
able  by  mail  order.  There  are  3  types:  Stick  Pins  (shown  on  the  left),  Brooch  Pins  (shown  in 
the  center),  and  Ear  Rings  for  pierced  ears  w/  surgical  steel  posts  (shown  on  the  right).  Each 
piece  has  a  semi-double  white  edged  blossom  adorning  the  dark  green  leaves.  We  offer  three 
bloom  colors:  Pink,  Lavender-Purple  and  Yellow  (each  with  white  edges).  The  blooms  are  very 
realistic  right  down  to  the  tiny  yellow  pollen  sacs.  A  very  nice  gift  item  too! 

Item  #250  Stick  Pin  Jewelry  $7.69  each 
Item  #255  Brooch  Pin  Jewelry  $7.69  each 
Item  #256  Pierced  Earrings  $9.39  per  pair 

Choose  which  color  you  would  like,  but  please  list  a  second  choice  so  that  we  can  get  your  order  out  to  you 
as  quickly  as  possible  (or  let  us  choose  for  you  from  what  we  have  on  hand.)  All  orders  sent  by  U.S.  Mail. 
Please  add  $2.50  Postage  and  Handling  per  shipment.  Colorado  shipments  add  3%  sales  tax.  (Orders 

shipped  outside  the  US  will  be  mailed  at  actual  cost.) 
Checks,  Money  Orders,  MasterCard,  Visa,  and  Dis¬ 
cover  accepted.  Phone  (303)  761  -1770  between 
10  AM  and  5  PM  (Mountain  Time)  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays  thru  Saturdays  FAX  (303)  762  -  1808. 

Closed  Sun¬ 
days  and  Tues¬ 
days.  Our  free 
catalog/  list  will 
be  included 
with  your  order. 


THE  VIOLET  SHOWCASE 

3147  South  Broadway  -  Dept  AV,  Englewood,  Colorado  80110 

established  1969 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

The  prettiest  old  and  new 
varieties,  sold  in  bloom. 
Landscaping,  Statuary,  etc. 
Horticulturist  on  Staff. 

~  Sorry,  no  shipping  - 

Open  8  AM  til  5:30  PM 
Mon.  thru  Sat. 

So.  Pleasantburg  Nursery 

1 135  S.  Pleasantburg  Dr.  (Hwy.  291) 
Greenville,  S.C.  29605 
Phone:  803-299-6677 


HEAR  YE!  HEAR  YE! 

Let  It  Be  Known 
A  SPECIAL  OFFER! 

6  violets  -  Our  choice  -  All  1995  releases! 

This  offer  includes  a  combination  of 
standards,  miniatures  &  1  yellow  or  ivory  violet 

ALL  FOR  JUST  $35.00  (a  $45.00  value) 

(all  postage  &  handling  fees  are  included) 

Offer  ends  July  1,  1995 

What  A  Special! 

Lyndon  Lyon 
Greenhouses,  Inc. 

14  Mutchler  Street,  Dept.  AV,  Dolgeville,  NY  13329 
Phone  315-429-8291 

^^Where  The  Violets  Are!^^ 

1995  color  catalog  $3 
International  $6 
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NORTH  AMERICA’S  LARGEST  SELECTION 
OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  AND  GESNERIADS 

Offering  you  a  superior  selection  of  the  most  Popular  and  Award  Winning  Violets! 

Try  These  Beautiful  NEW  INTRODUCTIONS  FOR  1995  By  Leading  Canadian  Hybridizers; 

Natalia^s:  CORAL  ROCH  -  CHERRY  PARFAIT  -  EXTRAVAGANTE  -  LOIS  RUSH  - 
MOUSTACHE  -  MEAT  COVE 

J.  Bell;  JEANIE’S  PET  -  DONNA  MARIE  -  SANDY  KIERSTEAD  ■  SUSAN  BROOKS 
A.  Adams;  COPPELIA  -  CORONA  -  CURLINA  -  FUN  AND  JOY  -  TWICE  AS  NICE 


Y. 

Y. 

G. 

L. 


Decelles;  BOUQUET  -  OBSESSION  -  SERENADE 

Lambert;  VON’S  CHRISTMAS  TOY  -  VON’S  CHERUB  -  VON’S  SIMPLE  SIMON  - 
VON’S  BABY  JAY  -  VON’S  SMALL  GIFT 
Durand;  NEW  BORN  -  SILK  TAFFETA 
Laufer;  .CARALIL’S  DREAM  SPEAKER  ■■  CARALIL’S  DANCER 

NEW  AND  OLDER  VARIETIES  BY  POPULAR  U.S.  HYBRIDIZERS; 


Blansit  -  Boone  -  Munk;  Robinson  -  Pittman  -  Smith  -  Swift  -  Lyon  Greenhouses  - 
Granger  Gardens  -  E.  Adams’-  Gehr  -  Bryant  -  Johnson  -  Wasmund  -  Burns  -  Stork  -  R.  Cox  ■ 

Champion  -  Maas 

YELLOW  VIOLET  VARIETIES  BY;  Blansit  -  Sorano  -  Gehr  -  Pittman 

Also  a  wonderful  selection  of  CHIMERAS  -  TRAILERS  -  SAINTPAULIA  SPECIES 

OVER  700  HYBRID  AND  SPECIE  GESNERIADS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

Miniature  Sinningia  -  Episcia  -  Streptocarpus  -  Columnea  -  Chirita  -  Aeschynanthus  - 

Achimenes  -  Kohleria 

Terrarium  Plants  &  Fragrant  Flowering  Plants 
Wholesale  pricing  -  Club  discounts  -  Project  plants 

Don’t  delay!  Order  our  60  page  mail  order  catalogue  today! 

U.S.  &  Canada  $2.50  /  Overseas  $5.00 

VISIT  OUR  GREENHOUSE  OPEN  10;00  to  5;00  Tuesday  through  Sunday 
124  ch.  Grapes,  Sawyerville,  Ouebec 


i  I 


WE  SHIP  INTERNATIONALLY 


0  0  0 


To  join  in  our  50th  ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION,  any  plant  order  of  10 
plants  or  more  may  choose  any  $2.95 
value  plant  as  a  bonus.  Offer  honored  on 
all  orders  for  1995  shipping  season. 


ANNIVERSARY  TRIBUTE,  FICKLE  FLIRT,  KERMIT,  INTERNATIONAL  $3.95  each 

SELECT  FROM  CREAM  OF  THE  CROP  AT  $2.95  each 

Alamo  Red,  Angel's  Reflection,  Arapahoe,  Blue  Earth,  Chorale,  Colleen,  Crescendo,  Cristabei, 
Fantasy  Beauty,  Fantasy  Forty,  Fantasy  Frolic,  Fantasy  Jewel,  Fire  Mountain,  Firewalker, 

Freckled  Star,  His  Promise,  Honore,  Hot  Pants,  Julia  Fladt,  Lavender  Sunrise,  Midnight  Sonata, 
Midnight  Valentine,  Mighty  Fine,  Pink  Cameo,  Pink  Phantom,  Plum  De  Creme,  Prosper, 
Raphael,  Rapid  Transit,  Razmataz,  Red  Admiral,  Rose  Blanc,  Ruffled  Skies,  Snowkist  Haven, 
Tomahawk,  Toreador,  Viking  Maiden,  White  Cameo. 

BEAUTIES  FROM  $2.49  each 

Centennial  Celebration,  Centennial  Flare,  Centennial  Purple,  Centennial  Salute,  Centennial 
Sparkler,  Centennial  Thunder,  Firebird,  Ness's  Sizzlin  Pink. 

COLLECTOR'S  DELIGHT  AT  $1.95  each 

Allegretto,  Andante,  Azure  Blue,  Bangle  Blue,  Billy  Penn,  Brandywine,  Coral  Glow,  Coral  Moon, 
Coralette,  Dazzler,  Hallmark  Haven,  Morning  Haze,  Morning  Thunder,  Pink  Verona,  White 
Disco,  Wonderland. 

POPULAR  VARIEGATED  VARIETIES  AT  $2.95  each 

Affection,  Blue  Zephyr,  Celeste,  Champagne  Halo,  Genetic  Fun,  Genetic  Heir,  Happy  Halo, 
Nancy  Reagan,  Tommie  Lou. 

MINIATURE  &  SEMIMINIATURE  AT  $2.95  each 

Fantasy  Toy  land.  Little  Julie,  Little  White  Beauty,  Mini  Favorite,  Party  Lace,  Pretty  Baby, 

Rob's  Sililoquy,  Toy  Castle. 

YOUR  CHOICE  AT  $1.95  each 

Blue  Ice,  Little  Baby  Brian,  Little  Missy,  Little  Pro,  Snuggles,  Innocence,  Taffy. 

TRAILING  TYPES  AT  $1.95  each 

Crafty  Farmer,  Royal  Blue  Trailer,  Sky  Trailer,  Sweetheart  Trailer  ...  (semiminiature  trailers)  ... 
Falling  Snow,  Fancy  Trail,  Pixie  Blue,  Ramlin  Starlight,  Rosina. 

BEAUTY  OF  THE  BALLET  SERIES  AT  $2.95  each 

Danuta,  Dorothy,  Mia,  Nancy,  Primadonna,  Romona,  Vivian,  Nora. 

SEND  FOR  NEW  1995  COLOR  CATALOG  $1.00 


PACKING  &  POSTAL  COSTS:  First  number  in 
your  zip  code  indicates  zone  you  should  use. 

ZONE  0-1-2 . . . .  .$4.95  per  shipment 

ZONE  3-4-5 . $5.50  per  shipment 

ZONE  6-7-8-9  . $5.95  per  shipment 

CA  and  all  customers  West  of  MS  are  served  best 
by  UPS  2nd  DAY  AIR.  Please  include  an  additional 
50^  per  plant  over  postage  stated  for  this  service. 
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Box  190,  2325  Valley  Road  I 

Huntingdon  Valley,  Pa.  19006  L 

The  Magazine  exclusively  dedicated  to  the  growing  of  beautiful  J^ricati  molets 
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AVSA  Business 

INFORMATION  FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITH  YOUR  SOCIETY  TO  ENSURE  GOOD  SERVICE.  IF  YOU  HAVE  MORE  THAN  ONE  ITEM, 
SEND  EACH  ITEM  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  GIVE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to  AVSA  Office, 
2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  phone  409-839-4725.  Individual  - 
$18,  USA  only;  Individual,  all  other  countries  -  $20.50;  Commercial  USA  - 
$30;  Commercial  International  -  $33.75;  Life  -  $275.  International  Life  -  $325 
Remit  in  U.S.  Dollars  with  draft  or  check  on  a  New  York,  USA  Bank.  See 
Membership  Application. 

AFFILIATES:  Chapter  -  $20;  Council,  State  or  Region  -  $20. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help,  requests  for 
assistance  to  Anne  Rnari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
19006. 

AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  shows,  awards,  how  to  organize  a  chapter  or 
membership  questions,  write  Bob  Green,  997  Botany  Lane,  Rockledge,  FL 
32955,  407-631-1106. 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Cindy  Chatelain,  Office  Manager,  2375  North  Street, 
Beaumont,  TX  77702,  1-800-770-AVSA;  409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839-4329. 
Hours:  Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m.  CST. 

BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson,  1100  W. 
Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91007. 

BINDERS:  FOR  BACK  ISSUES  PRIOR  TO  JULY  1992:  $14.50  each  or  2  for 
$28.00. 

SLIP  CASE  BOXES:  FOR  BACK  ISSUES  PRIOR  TO  lULY  1992:  $12.50  each  or 
2  for  $24.00. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Bill  Lyons,  38  Indian  Creek, 
Levittown,  PA  19057. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Marlene  Buck, 

P.  0.  Box  38,  Oreland,  PA  19075. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Ruth  Warren,  1534 
Robeson,  Fall  River,  MA  82722 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES:  David  Buttram,  P.  0.  Box  193,  Independence, 
MO  64051. 

COMMERCIAL  SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  For  information  on  convention  entries 
or  sales  room,  contact  Charles  Wells,  948  Fair  Oaks  Ct.,  Liberty,  MO  64068 
CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Ian.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contributions  for 
convention  awards  to  Linda  Golubski,  1416  A  Street,  Blue  Springs,  MO  64015. 
CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  workshop  programs  or 
interesting  speakers  to  Ann  Miller,  Convention  Director,  522  Willow  Wisp 
Circle,  Spring,  TX  77388.  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national  convention  in 
your  area,  contact  Convention  Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Atlanta,  GA  -  May  20-25,  1996.  St. 
Petersburg,  FL  -  June  1-8,  1997 

CULTURE  FOLDERS  (postpaid):  100  to  400  -  $7.50  per  100;  500  to  900  - 
$5.50  per  100;  1000  and  over  -  $4.25  per  100. 

SHORT  VERSION  OF  CULTURE  FOLDER  (postpaid):  1,000  to  4,000  - 
$17.50  per  1,000;  5,000  to  9,000  -  $15.00  per  1,000;  10,000  and  over  - 
$14.00  per  1,000. 

JUDGES  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Bill 
Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr,,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 

JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request  to  Elinor 

HANDBOOK  FOR  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWERS, 
EXHIBITORS  AND  JUDGES: 

1994  Handbook  -  $9.95  (postpaid) 

Note:  We  have  reprinted  the  Judges  Handbook.  If  you  ordered 
a  handbook  prior  to  November  1994  and  would  like  to  update 
your  book  with  all  changes  that  have  appeared  in  the  AVM 
thru  Jan.  ’95,  please  order  1993  Updated  pages.  Cost  is  $4.00. 


Skelton,  3910  Larchwood  Rd.,  Falls  Church,  VA  22041. 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from  AVSA  Office,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in  July  issue.  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Jackie  Jones  607  14th  Ave,  Box  34. 
Durant,  lA  52747. 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  1995,  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  all 
rights  reserved.  Reproduction  in  whole  or  in  part  without  written  permission  is 
prohibited.  All  articles  are  property  of  AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without 
editor's  permission. 

AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  FAX 
409-839-4329. 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS  AND  COLUMNISTS;  Send  to  Editor. 

COMING  EVENTS  AND  MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles,  Columnists  and  Coming  Events:  Jan.  issue 
-  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Eeb.l;  July  issue  -  Apr.  1;  Sept, 
issue  -  June  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1 . 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  copy  info:  Diane 
Richardson,  9207  Ravenwood  Rd.,  Baltimore,  MD  21237;  410-686-4667. 
ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan.  issue  -  Oct.  15;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  15; 
May  issue  -  Feb.  15;  July  issue  -  Apr.  15;  Sept,  issue  -  June  15;  Nov.  issue  - 
Aug.  15. 

“AND  THE  WINNERS  ARE...”:  Send  to  Al  and  Cathy  Comibe,  197  Archer 
Dr.,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of  available  issues 
from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days  before  it  is  to  take 
effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office  in  Beaumont. 

QUESTION  BOX:  Jim  Smith.  489  Linwood  Ave.,  Buffalo,  NY  14209  and  Ralph 
Robinson.  P.  0.  Box  9.  Naples.  NY  14512. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST:  Number  5  is  out  of  stock. 

MVL  NUMBER  6  -  $12.95  postpaid.  Describes  all  varieties  registered  to 
Dec.  31,  1992  -  all  recognized  species  and  non-registered  cultivars 
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President’s  Message 


Dear  AVSA  Members, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  write  this,  my  first  written  communication  to  the  entire  AVSA 
membership.  My  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  go  to  all  of  you  for  electing  me  as  your 
president  of  AVSA.  It  is  my  sincere  wish  that  I  may  serve  the  membership  to  the  best  of  my 
ability. 

To  our  immediate  past  President,  Mrs.  Hortense  Pittman,  I  give  special  thanks  for  the 
positive  relationship  I  enjoyed  serving  as  first  vice-president  in  her  administration. 

Those  of  you  who  were  unable  to  meet  in  St.  Louis  for  the  forty-ninth  annual  AVSA 
Convention  missed  a  beautiful  show  and  an  enjoyable  convention.  The  show  room  was 
beautiful  with  its  many  outstanding  entries  in  horticulture  and  the  many  dozens  of  beautiful 
designs.  The  convention  offered  something  of  interest  for  all  of  the  convention  attendees. 
Adding  much  to  the  enjoyment  and  pleasure  of  those  viewing  the  show  was  the  large  number 
of  Commercial  display  tables  found  in  the  show  room  -  each  with  its  own  number  of  interesting 
and  beautiful  plants,  many  of  which  were  new  introductions.  Our  congratulations  and  best 
wishes  to  all  who  participated. 

We  offer  our  appreciation  to  the  over-all  Convention  Chair,  Mrs.  Marilyn  Evensen  and  her 
vice-chair,  Mrs.  Carolyn  Burr  for  a  wonderful  convention  and  to  the  Show  Chair,  Mrs.  Fran 
Russom  and  her  vice-chairmen,  Mrs.  Helen  Blanton  and  Mrs.  Ardath  Miller  for  the  beautiful 
presentation  of  the  African  violet  show.  You  and  all  of  your  committees  are  to  be  commended 
for  the  time  and  effort  you  gave  to  the  success  of  the  convention  and  show,  and  especially  to 
the  comfort  and  needs  of  the  convention  goers. 

Each  former  president  of  AVSA  was  concerned  with  membership  and  I  plan  to  be  no 
exception.  We  have  a  great  association  and  magazine  and  so  many  dedicated  members  give 
abundantly  of  their  time  and  resources  to  further  the  success  of  our  magazine  and  to  maintain 
our  membership.  Each  member  can  add  to  the  membership  movement  by  taking  it  upon 
himself  to  be  a  promoter  of  AVSA  and  to  introduce  our  society  to  those  who  presently  are  not 
members. 

Our  Convention  Committee  is  under  the  leadership  of  Ann  Miller,  Chair,  and  Linda  Owens, 
Vice-Chair.  Their  committee  includes  Jim  Owens,  Marilyn  Goldstein,  Mary  Lou  Hardin,  Nancy 
Hayes,  Gladys  Hudnall,  Joyce  Stork,  Laura  Walker,  and  Ruth  Warren.  This  group  of  hard 
working  individuals  succeeded  in  making  our  1995  Convention  a  pleasure  to  attend  and  an 
occasion  to  remember. 

Best  wishes  for  growing. 


L.T.  Ozio,  Jr. 
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African  Violet  Society 
of  America,  Inc. 


by:  Cindy  Chatelain  -  AVSA  Office  Manager 

2375  North  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 


This  year’s  convention  in  St.  Louis  was  marvelous! 
Everyone  works  so  hard  to  put  these  conventions  together 
and  when  the  time  finally  gets  here  and  the  convention  is 
as  beautiful,  exciting,  and  informative  as  the  St.  Louis 
convention,  you  know  that  all  of  the  planning  and  hard 
work  has  paid  off.  I  want  to  thank  Mary  Walbrick, 
Lyndall  and  Arthur  Owens,  and  Janet  Riemer  for  vol¬ 
unteering  to  help  the  office  staff  at  the  AVSA  sales  table. 
They  were  wonderful. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  aspects  of  convention  is 
meeting  all  of  our  wonderful  violet  friends.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  a  mother-daughter  team  who  joined 
AVSA  at  convention.  The  daughter.  Nan  Yu,  is  from  New 
York  and  her  mother,  Lun  Tung,  lives  in  Thiwan.Lun  Tling 
joined  as  an  international  commercial  member.  They  were 
so  enthused  about  AVSA  and  the  opportunity  to  attend  the 
convention.  Of  course  everyone  enjoys  visiting  and 
chatting  with  Joan  Halford,  of  South  Africa.  This  year, 
Joan  brought  her  husband,  Colin,  with  her.  She  is  such  a 
beautiful  person  and  works  so  hard  to  promote  AVSA  in 
her  homeland.  We  also  enjoyed  meeting  Kazuo 
Horikoshi,  an  AVSA  director  from  Japan.  Kazuo  is  very 
instrumental  in  promoting  AVSA  in  Japan. 

I  have  loved  African  violets  for  over  twenty  years  and 
when  I  think  of  all  of  the  wonderful  people  I  have  met  and 
become  friends  with  during  this  time,  I  know  why  they  are 
such  beautiful  and  enduring  plants.  It’s  because  of  the 
beautiful  and  enduring  people  who  grow  them! 

I  would  also  like  to  take  a  moment  and  thank  our  great 
office  staff,  Jenny  and  Pam,  for  running  the  office  so 
smoothly  and  efficiently  while  we  were  in  St.  Louis.  GOOD 
JOB! 

We  are  now  taking  Master  CardA/isa  for  dues  payment 
as  well  as  for  orders.  This  will  be  of  great  benefit  for  our 
international  members  who  have  these  cards  and  would 
like  to  use  them  for  new  or  renewal  membership  dues. 
Always  remember  to  use  all  of  the  digits  on  your  card  and 
include  your  expiration  date.  We  would  also  ask  that 
you  include  your  phone  number  in  case  we  have  a 
problem. 

We  have  had  problems  running  off  membership  cards 
for  new  members  and  associate  members.  We  are  in  the 
process  of  redesigning  these  cards  and  will  send  out  the 


cards  as  soon  as  we  can  get  the  problems  corrected  and 
new  cards  printed.  New  members  will  of  course  get  a 
membership  card  on  the  first  issue  of  their  AVM.  If  you  are 
an  associate  member  and  need  a  card  because  your  old  one 
has  expired,  please  call  the  office  and  we  will  send  you  one 
right  away. 

One  of  the  sad  parts  of  convention  is  having  to  say 
good-bye  to  Hortense  Pittman  as  our  President.  She  has 
been  my  rock  and  a  shoulder  to  lean  on  during  these  last 
two  years.  I  know  she  will  continue  to  be  active  and 
involved  in  AVSA  and  we  at  the  office  appreciate  her  hard  , 
work  these  last  two  years. 

The  Office  staff  looks  forward  to  working  with  L.T. 
Ozio,  Jr.  our  new  President.  L.T.  is  such  a  gentleman  and  is 
so  pleasant  to  work  with.  1  know  he  wUl  do  a  fine  job. 

One  very  big  change  made  at  convention  was  to 
change  Membership  dues.  The  board  of  directors  felt  that  in 
order  for  the  society  to  continue  as  a  strong  and  financially  j 
sound  society  and  to  produce  the  quality  AVM  that  our  i 
members  have  come  to  expect,  we  had  to  raise  our  annual  ! 
dues.  Please  keep  in  mind  that  this  was  done  with  great  ' 
consideration.  Your  dues  not  only  pay  for  the  cost  of 
producing  one  of  the  finest  horticulture  magazines 
published  by  an  organization,  it  pays  to  staff  and  maintain  ; 
the  national  headquarters.  Costs  continue  to  rise  in  paper, 
postal  rates,  shipping  rates,  supplies,  and  maintenance.  Our 
members  are  very  generous  in  donations  but  we  cannot 
depend  on  these  donations  alone.  Ruth  wants  to  continue 
to  make  improvements  in  quality  and  content  of  the  AVM. 

I  truly  feel  our  members  get  a  bargain  for  their  annual 
dues. 


AS  OF  JULY  1,  1995,  MEMBERSHIP  DUES  ARE: 


THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A  LIST  OF  NEW  RATES: 

INDIVIDUAL  (USA) 

18.00 

INTERNATIONAL  INDIVIDUAL 

20.50 

ASSOCIATE 

10.00 

INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCIATE 

11.50 

COMMERCIAL  (USA) 

30.00 

INTERNATIONAL  COMMERCIAL 

33.75 

AFFILIATE 

20.00 

INTERNATIONAL  AFFILIATE 

22.50 

COUNCIL 

20.00 

LIFE  MEMBER  (USA) 

275.00 

INTERNATIONAL  LIFE  MEMBER 

325.00 

LIBRARY 

18.00 

INTERNATIONAL  LIBRARY 

20.50 
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Editor's  Notes 


Ruth  Rumsey  •  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  Texas  77702  •  (409)  839=4725 


My  first  AVSA  Convention  was  quite  a  memorable 
experience!  It  was  a  pleasure  to  put  faces  to  the  many 
voices  and  names  I’ve  become  so  familiar  with  in  the 
Society. 

I  don’t  think  I  ever  saw  our  Convention  Director,  Ann 
Miller,  sitting  down.  Ann  is  certainly  to  be  commended 
on  her  terrific  success  in  directing  the  St.  Louis  Convention. 

Our  Missouri  hosts,  under  the  guidance  of  Marilyn 
Evensen,  made  everyone  feel  welcome  to  their  beautiful 
state  and  city.  Cindy  and  I  enjoyed  working  closely  with 
Nancy  Amelung,  Margaret  Kline,  Kitten  Lawless, 
Homer  and  Helen  Blanton,  and  the  other  volunteers  who 
worked  so  tirelessly  throughout  the  convention  week. 

Having  never  been  to  a  national  show,  I  was 
overwhelmed  by  the  beauty  and  perfection  of  the  show 
entries.  In  this,  and  forthcoming  issues  of  the  AVM,  you’ll 
be  treated  to  photographs  of  some  of  the  more  out¬ 
standing  plants  exhibited  in  St.  Louis.  In  response  to  your 
requests,  there  will  also  be  an  occasional  design  photo. 

The  Commercial  Sales  Area  was  another  treat.  Thank 
you,  Frank  Tinari,  for  the  guided  tour,  and  for 
introducing  me  to  so  many  of  our  commercial  members. 

Congratulations  to  our  new  offrcers  and  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors.  Jane  Rexilius,  at  the  request  of  our 
new  president,  L.T.  Ozio,  Jr.,  presided  over  the  installa¬ 


tion  of  the  officers  and  directors.  Always  inventive,  Jane 
equated  each  officer  and  new  board  member  to  a  member 
of  a  symphony,  with  L.T.  as  the  conductor. 

On  pages  20-22  you’ll  see  photos  taken  at  the 
convention.  I  tried  to  photograph  not  only  the  officers  and 
other  well-known  members  of  our  Society,  but  many  of 
the  general  membership.  As  you  will  see,  a  good  time  was 
had  by  all. 

As  a  direct  result  of  all  the  support  for  Barbara  Elkin’s 
“Oldies”  columns,  Barbara,  a  new  board  member,  has 
been  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Vintage  Violets  Committee. 
“Oldies”  will  now  be  called  “Vintage  Violets”. 

I  must  again  ask  you  to  submit  articles  to  the  AVM.  I 
did  as  much  “arm  twisting”  as  possible  in  St.  Louis,  and 
hope  to  see  some  new  submissions  for  the  next  issue. 

Ideas  for  the  50th  Anniversary  book  are  taking  shape. 
Janet  Riemer,  our  archivist  and  past  Secretary,  and  Anne 
Tinari,  Chairman  of  our  Membership  and  Promotion 
Committee,  are  both  being  a  great  help  on  this  project. 

I  recently  heard  from  Angelika  Brooks,  of  Big  Sky 
Violets.  Due  to  the  volume  of  work  involved,  Angelika  is  no 
longer  selling  African  violets,  but  will  continue  with 
supplies. 

Thanks  to  all  of  our  Commercial  members  for  their 
continued  support  by  advertising  in  the  AVM. 


Violet  Stamp  Update 

You  can  still  grace  your  mail  with  an  African  violet  stamp!  Others  will  see  it  and  remark,  “What  a  beautiful 
stamp!”  African  violet  nuts  need  request  the  May-June  issue  of  the  “Stamps”  Direct  Mail  Catalog,  either  from  their 
local  post  office  or  by  calling  l-800-stamp-24.  An  order  fonn  and  instructions  for  requesting  the  stamps  are  included 
in  the  catalog.  There  is  a  shipping  and  handling  charge  for  ordering  stamps,  but  it  goes  with  the  African  violet  nut 
territory.  Be  sure  to  add  a  3(1  stamp  when  you  use  your  violet  stamp  or  you  will  get  your  beautiful  stamp  back! 

Bev  Promersberger 
Monument,  CO 


Lost  At  Convention 

Sat/May  27th  during  “Picture  Perfect”  presentation: 

Ladies  wrist  watch,  white  band,  double  round  faces,  was  in  a  plastic  bag. 
Please  call:  Alice  Easter  (215)  438-0994 
or  write:  368  E.  Gorgas  Ln.  Philadelphia,  PA  19119 
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For  Beginners 


Kent  &  Joyce  Stork 
2501  East  23rd  Ave.  S 
Fremont,  NE  68025 


THAT  FIGHTING  SPIRIT 


Surely  every  violet  grower  has  heard  someone  say, 
“Violets  are  hard  to  keep  alive.”  Once  we  have  mastered 
basic  watering  techniques,  most  of  us  would  say  instead 
that  violets  are  hard  to  kill.  African  violets  seem  to  have 
a  fighting  spirit  that  is  able  to  withstand  the  worst  of 
growing  conditions.  Even  better,  that  fighting  spirit  can 
be  utilized  to  help  them  reach  their  peak  potential  as 
show  plants. 

SURVIVING  THE  NATURAL  ELEMENTS 

One  hundred  years  ago,  African  violets  did  not  have 
the  luxury  of  growing  indoors  with  the  well-regulated 
conditions  that  are  common  now.  The  species  found  in 
the  Usambara  mountains  of  east  Africa  were  growing  on 
rocky  walls.  Their  roots  grew  into  the  crevices  and  the 
composted  leaf  mulch  found  there.  Animal  droppings 
like  that  of  the  rock  rabbits  (reported  in  the  November 
1994  AVM  pages  30-31)  probably  provided  fertilizer. 
The  humidity  there  is  naturally  high,  and  the  tempera¬ 
tures  are  consistently  warm  throughout  the  year.  The 
area  is  classified  as  tropical  wetlands  and  receives  60  to 
70  inches  of  rain  a  year.  The  plants  were  found  in  areas 
with  filtered  light.  Sounds  like  perfect  growing 
conditions,  doesn’t  it? 

Now  compare  the  average  weather  in  your  locale  to 
the  weather  conditions  that  actually  occur  each  day. 
This  must  surely  happen  in  Africa  as  well!  There  are 
rainy  seasons  and  there  must  have  been  unusually  dry 
periods,  warmer  or  cooler  air  perhaps  bringing  storms, 
and  occasional  invasions  of  insect  and  animal  predators. 
Nature  had  to  build  into  every  plant  and  animal  group 
an  ability  to  survive  the  extremes. 

African  violets  have  built-in  mechanisms  for  with¬ 
standing  drought,  heat,  chills,  insects,  and  even  the 
occasional  direct  hit  of  falling  objects.  If  they  didn’t,  they 
wouldn’t  have  lasted  long  enough  for  Baron  Saint  Paul 
to  discover  them,  and  we  would  never  have  been  able  to 


enjoy  them  in  our  homes. 

FIGHTING  OFF  LIFE-THREATENING  PERILS 

Perhaps  the  most  hazardous  threat  to  a  plant’s  life  is 
an  injury  to  its  main  growing  point.  When  an  insect  or 
animal  feeds  on  the  leaves  in  the  crown  of  a  violet,  it 
injures  the  key  growth  cells  of  the  plant.  A  similar 
situation  occurs  if  a  rock  or  object  falls  on  the  plant.  Any 
injury  to  the  crown  may  cause  a  violet  to  react  as 
though  its  life  is  in  danger.  In  most  cases,  the  plant  will 
began  to  reproduce  itself  with  suckers,  which  are  tiny 
plantlets  that  form  in  the  leaf  axils.  These  suckers 
provide  a  sort  of  insurance  policy  so  that  the  plant  will 
survive  even  if  its  primary  crown  is  destroyed. 

Injury  to  the  crown  of  a  plant  can  occur  in  the  home 
when  pets,  children,  or  objects  inadvertantly  land  on  the 
plant  or  if  a  plant  topples  to  the  floor.  It  can  also  happen 
when  cleaning  solutions  like  furniture  polish  accidentally 
find  their  way  onto  a  plant.  Any  aerosol  product  can 
damage  the  crown  if  the  ice-cold  spray  is  applied  too 
close  to  the  plant — stay  back  at  least  two  feet  so  that  the 
mist  has  time  to  warm  before  it  makes  contact  with  the 
leaf  surface.  The  crown  can  also  be  injured  by  cyclamen 
mites,  which  feed  on  the  tiniest  new  leaves  causing 
them  to  become  hard  and  distorted.  Just  as  in  nature, 
violets  usually  fight  back  by  developing  suckers,  or  new 
growing  points,  to  replace  the  crown. 

These  suckers  are  a  real  blessing  whenever  the  main 
crown  has  been  destroyed.  They  can  be  harvested, 
rooted,  and  placed  in  their  own  pots.  (For  that  matter, 
suckers  can  be  harvested  from  any  plant,  anytime, 
providing  a  ready  supply  of  baby  plants.)  If  the  main 
crown  of  a  violet  has  been  destroyed  by  a  cyclamen  mite 
infestation,  however,  the  suckers  are  very  likely  to  have 
mites  as  well  and  actually  be  their  next  meal. 

A  second  threat  to  violets  in  nature  occurs  when  the 
flowering  cycle  is  disrupted.  The  flowers  may  be 
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beautiful,  but  they  serve  a  greater  purpose — to  produce 
seed.  In  the  wild,  the  flowering  cycle  might  be 
interrupted  by  rodents  or  insects  that  choose  the  flower 
stems  as  food.  If  flowers  are  not  able  to  develop  fully, 
the  plant  may  compensate  by  producing  more  flowers. 
In  nature,  once  blossoms  are  mature,  insects  play  an 
important  role  in  seed  production  by  pollinating  violets. 
Many  hypothesize  that  the  color  of  the  flower  petals 
serves  to  entice  the  insects.  After  a  seed  pod  has  formed, 
the  individual  flower  fades  and  the  stem  begins  to 
nurture  the  seed  pod  to  maturity.  Flowers  that  do  not  go 
to  seed  last  longer,  apparently  holding  out  hope  that 
pollination  will  eventually  occur. 

In  indoor  growing  environments,  we  usually  do  not 
want  to  allow  violets  to  develop  seed.  Hence,  we  try  to 
eradicate  insects,  especially  thrips,  that  can  cause 
pollination  as  well  as  do  other  damage  to  the  plants.  We 
rejoice  that  the  flowers  are  lasting  so  long  and  really 
value  those  hybrids  whose  flowers  have  this  most 
desirable  property.  An  African  violet’s  fighting  spirit  to 
produce  seed  from  an  abundance  of  colorful  flowers  is  a 
beautiful  sight  to  behold. 

ADVERSE  GROWING  CONDITIONS 

A  lack  of  water  available  to  the  roots,  inadequate 
humidity,  an  absence  of  nutrients,  or  abnormal  tempera¬ 
tures  may  all  threaten  a  plant’s  ability  to  flourish.  In 
nature,  it  is  a  fair  bet  that  eventually  reasonable  growing 
conditions  will  return.  As  a  result,  violets  seem  to  go 
almost  dormant  in  an  effort  to  conserve  energy.  Often 
the  older  leaves  gradually  die  off  until  perhaps  only  the 
very  crown  survives.  Generally,  plants  will  not  bloom. 
The  root  systems  deteriorate.  When  the  environment 
becomes  more  favorable,  and  the  plants  recover,  they 
are  as  capable  of  growing  and  blooming  as  they  ever 
were. 

Unfortunately,  many  home  growing  situations  are 
more  than  a  little  hostile  to  violets.  Most  beginning 
growers  have  to  learn  to  make  a  few  adjustments  in 
their  growing  conditions  in  order  to  bring  the  plants  to  a 
level  of  peak  performance  and  away  from  dormancy. 

Providing  even  watering  with  plenty  of  airspace 
around  the  roots  is  the  first  and  most  critical  adjustment 
that  probably  will  need  to  be  made.  This  is  generally 
accomplished  by  using  a  light  porous  potting  mix  along 
with  regular  systematic  watering.  Allowing  excessively 
dry  roots  may  send  a  plant  into  dormancy.  It  can  be 
revived  with  a  light  watering,  followed  by  a  more 
thorough  watering  a  day  or  so  later.  Roots  will  soon 
regenerate  and  the  violet  will  recover. 

Dry  air  is  also  a  threat  to  violets.  With  proper 
watering,  roots  are  able  to  transport  enough  water 
upward  to  support  leaf  growth.  Newly  forming  bud 


stems,  however,  seem  to  need  the  extra  benefit  of 
humidity  to  develop  fully.  Otherwise  they  dry  up,  often 
before  the  grower  was  even  aware  that  flower  buds  were 
forming.  This  response  to  dry  air  protects  the  plant  from 
excess  water  loss.  Also,  flowers  will  stay  fresher  longer 
with  humidity  levels  of  60  to  80%.  Most  constant  water 
systems,  like  matting  or  wicking,  automatically  provide 
humidity  because  of  evaporation.  If  violets  are  individu¬ 
ally  hand-watered,  it  may  be  wise  to  set  out  open 
containers  of  water  near  the  plants  to  increase  air 
moisture,  depending  on  the  climate  of  the  area  where 
you  live. 

Fertilizer  is  also  vitally  important  to  stimulate 
vigorous  growth,  and  is  rather  easy  to  provide.  Without 
nutrients,  plants  begin  to  lose  their  healthy  green  color, 
flowers  cease  to  develop,  and  growth  slows.  Many 
growers  add  a  balanced  fertilizer  to  their  water  so  that 
the  plants  receive  a  constant  supply  of  nutrients. 
Furthermore,  it  is  also  wise  to  remember  that  soilless 
potting  mixes  in  time  can  deteriorate  and  become  acid, 
rendering  fertilizers  almost  useless  due  to  improper  pH 
levels.  Repotting  into  fresh  soil  at  least  once  a  year  will 
improve  the  effectiveness  of  fertilizers. 

Violets  are  happiest  at  moderate  temperatures  that 
don’t  deviate  too  far  from  around  70  degrees  Fahrenheit. 
It  is  interesting  to  watch  how  a  violet  can  handle 
extreme  temperatures.  If  a  well-watered  violet  is 
exposed  to  either  heat  or  cold,  it  suffers  terribly  and  may 
even  die.  But  if  the  same  plant  is  somewhat  dry  and 
going  dormant,  it  seems  to  be  able  to  stand  the  extremes 
better.  We  have  heard  stories  of  plants  left  abandoned 
for  several  months.  Some  were  exposed  to  heat,  others 
to  cold,  but  all  survived  and  came  back  into  bloom  when 
conditions  became  more  favorable.  Dormancy,  especially 
in  dry  circumstances,  is  an  excellent  survival  tactic. 

CHALLENGING  A  VIOLET  TO  FIGHT  BACK 

Knowing  that  a  violet  will  fight  back  under  certain 
circumstances  allows  top  growers  to  challenge  their 
plants  into  peak  form. 

First  of  all,  the  plants  need  to  be  grown  under 
optimum  conditions.  This  is  no  time  to  permit  anything 
that  triggers  the  dormancy  response. 

The  next  step  is  to  take  advantage  of  the  plants’ 
innate  desire  to  set  seed.  This  is  done  by  removing  buds 
and  blossoms  for  a  period  of  time.  The  length  of  time 
that  a  grower  keeps  a  plant  disbudded  will  vary,  but 
even  a  month  or  two  can  trigger  that  fighting  spirit  in  a 
violet  to  bloom  and  to  grow.  During  disbudding,  a  plant 
will  have  put  its  energy  into  growing  and  strengthening 
its  foliage. 

continued  on  page  27 
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In  Search  of  New  i/io(ets 


Dr.  Jeff  Smith 
The  Indiana  Academy 
Ball  State  University 
Muncie,  IN  47306 


Genetics,  like  many  other  specialty  areas  in 
biology,  has  a  set  of  vocabulary  terms  that  may 
seem  like  a  foreign  language  to  those  outside  the 
area.  A  few  of  the  most  common  terms  and  their 
definitions  are  as  follows; 

P  or  P  generation  -  the  original  parents  used  in  a 
genetic  cross.  For  example:  P  =  Genetic  Carmine  X 
Golden  Threads.  Usually  the  first  plant  listed  was 
the  mother  or  seed  parent  while  the  second  plant 
was  the  father  or  pollen  parent. 

FI  -  First  Filial  generation.  The  plants  produced  by 
crossing  two  parents  together.  Filial  is  a  latin  term 
meaning  offspring  and  was  first  used  by  Gregor 
Mendel,  the  Father  of  modern  genetics. 

F2  -  Second  Filial  generation.  The  plants  produced 
by  crossing  two  FI  plants  together  or  by  self- 
pollinating  an  FI  plant. 

Back  Cross  -  The  crossing  of  an  FI  plant  to  one  of 
its  parents.  This  cross  is  often  done  to  conserv^e  a 
desirable  trait  found  in  the  parent. 

Test  Cross  -  The  crossing  of  a  plant  with  known 
genetic  traits  (usually  recessive)  to  a  plant  that  may 
or  may  not  carry  the  same  recessive  trait.  This  cross 
is  valuable  for  identifying  plants  with  hidden 
recessives  in  their  genetic  makeup. 

Q.  How  can  I  get  the  “camellia”  type  double  bloom  of 
‘Double  Black  Cherry’  in  blue,  white  or  pink? 

A.  “Camellia"  type  blooms  are  the  result  of  two  doses  of 
the  dominant  gene  for  double  petals  on  violet 
shaped  flowers.  This  trait  can  be  difficult  to  work 
with  because  the  flowers  usually  produce  no  pollen. 
They  can  be  used  as  a  seed  parent,  but  some  of  the 
petals  may  have  to  be  removed  to  locate  the  pistil. 

Getting  a  camellia  type  flower  in  blue  will  be 
fairly  easy  as  blue  is  the  most  dominant  color.  Try 


crossing  a  good  semi-double  dark  blue  on  ‘Double 
Black  Cherry’.  A  high  percentage  of  the  FI  seedlings 
should  have  blue  camellia  type  flowers. 

Getting  pink  or  white  camellia  flowers  will  be 
more  difficult  because  these  colors  are  recessive  and 
will  not  likely  occur  in  the  FI  generation.  Try 
crossing  a  pink  or  white  semi-double  to  ‘Double 
Black  Cherry’.  Backcross  the  best  double  flowered 
FI  offspring  to  the  semi-double  parent.  About  10- 
15%  of  the  resulting  offspring  should  have  pink  or 
white  camellia  type  blooms.  Good  Luck! 

Q.  What  was  the  origin  of  crown  variegation, 
sometimes  called  Champion  variegation? 

A.  Ethyl  Champion  reports  that  she  did  not  originate 
crown  variegation,  although  she  was  one  of  first  to 
hybridize  extensively  with  it.  Mrs.  Champion  started 
her  hybridization  program  using  two  cultivars, 
‘Wintergreen’  and  ‘Frosty’.  ‘Wintergreen’  was 
registered  in  1957  (Ulery).  Frank  and  Anne  Unari 
had  ‘Frosty’  on  their  1954  plant  list.  Therefore,  this 
type  of  variegation  is  older  than  the  Tommie  Lou  or 
mosaic  variegation  types.  If  anyone  has  more 
information  on  the  origin  of  crown  variegation,  for 
example,  was  ‘Frosty’  really  the  first  one  and  who 
discovered  it,  please  send  me  a  note. 

Q.  How  important  has  sporting  been  in  the 
development  of  African  violet  cultivars? 

A.  Very  important.  For  example.  I’ve  compiled  a  list  of 
eleven  sports  from  ‘Blue  Boy’,  one  of  the  original 
ten  African  violet  cultivars.  While  other  cultivars 
have  not  been  quite  this  prolific  with  sports, 
examination  of  the  plant  lists  from  our  commercial 
members  will  likely  contain  several  plants  that  were 
found  originally  as  sports. 
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Many  important  genetic  traits  in  African  violets, 
such  as  star  shaped  blooms,  pink  flowers,  double 
petals  etc.  originated  as  sports.  This  form  of 
mutation  has  been  an  important  source  of  new 
genetic  traits  for  hybridizers  to  work  with. 

Q.  Is  it  possible  to  get  yellows  in Just  one  generation? 

A.  Yes,  as  long  as  one  of  the  parents  is  yellow  and  the 
other  has  white  flowers,  about  50%  of  the  offspring 
will  show  some  degree  of  yellow  In  the  FI 
generation. 

Q.  Is  the  ivory Jlower  color  that  appeared  about  the 

same  time  as  the  yellows  the  result  of  a  new flower 
pigment? 

A.  As  near  as  I  can  tell,  the  ivory  color  Is  the  result  of  a 
pigment  in  the  flower  cells  and  not  an  artifact  or  a 
change  in  cell  shape.  The  gene  that  produces  ivory 
appears  to  be  temperature  sensitive,  however. 


‘Playful  Dreamer’,  for  example,  when  grown  warm 
shows  a  nice  ivory  color  over  much  of  the  flower. 
When  grown  cool,  the  color  of  the  flowers  switches 
to  pink  and  very  little  ivory  color  is  present. 

Q.  Is  it  possible  to  cross  a  large  standard  with  a 
microminiature  and  what  would  the  offspring  look 
like? 

A.  Unlike  breeding  animals,  the  size  of  the  parents  is 
not  important  when  crossing  two  African  violets.  It 
is  possible  to  cross  a  microminiature  with  a  large 
standard  without  any  problems.  One  hybridizer  who 
has  done  this  cross  reported  a  full  range  of  plant 
sizes  in  the  FI  offspring,  but  many  of  them  were 
intermediate  in  size  to  either  parent.  Backcrossing  to 
the  microminiature  parent  would  conserve  the  small 
size,  but  allow  the  Introduction  of  desirable  traits 
from  the  large  standard  parent. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck  •  RO.  Box  38  •  Oreland,  PA  19075-0038 


Donations  received  from  January  20,  1995  - 

March  20,  1995: 

AVS  of  Hawaii,  Honolulu,  HI 

25.00 

Margaret  Califano,  Latham,  NY 

15.00 

Irene  P.  Merrell,  Oconomowoc,  WI 

25.00 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society,  Oshkosh,  WI 

25.00 

In  memory  of  Arthur  W.  Geisler,  a  very  fine 

Marion  Cloud,  St.  Paul,  MN 

10.00 

gentleman  and  friend. 

Covington  AVS,  Andalusia,  AL 

10.00 

Amethyst  AVC,  St.  Louis,  MO 

10.00 

Garald  Wells,  Albuquerque,  NM 

10.00 

Albuquerque  AVC,  Albuquerque,  NM 

25.00 

Clyde  Bridger,  Springfield,  IL 

10.00 

Frank  and  Anne  Tlnari,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 

25.00 

Edward  Hill,  Esko,  MN 

5.00 

In  fond  memory  of  a  dear  friend,  Ruth  Lyons, 

Baton  Rouge  AVS,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

25.00 

Dolgeville,  NY 

Allan  L.  Postier,  Oronoco,  MN 

5.00 

AVC  of  Burlington  County,  NJ 

25.00 

Geok  Khim  Goh,  Singapore 

25.00 

In  memory  of  our  friend,  Hilda  Vander-Meer 

Green  Thumb  AVC,  Fayetteville,  AR 

10.00 

Maxine  &  Tom  Grossman,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 

10.00 

Spring  Branch  AVC,  Houston,  TX 

14.00 

Geoffrey  &  Aileen  Smith,  Spencerport,  NY 

25.00 

In  lieu  of  show  travel  expenses  from  John  Nabers 

Bernice  Harmon,  New  York,  NY 

10.00 

Dorothy  Gawienowski,  Sunnyvale,  CA 

10.00 

NASA  AVS,  League  City,  TX 

25.00 

In  memory  of  my  dear  friend,  Dorothy  Kahrmann 

In  lieu  of  a  speaking  fee  from  Judith  Carter 

Tustana  AVS,  Costa  Mesa,  CA 

10.00 

Henry  &  Mildred  Eberle,  Menomonee  Falls,  WI 

10.00 

Barbara  Elkin,  Auburn,  CA 

15.00 

In  memory  of  Arthur  W.  Geisler 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Kahrmann, 

Laura  T.  Woodbury,  Las  Vegas,  NV 

5.00 

my  good  friend  and  a  friend  of  everyone 

in  AVSA 

Edna  M.  Snow,  Chicago,  IL 

15.00 

Nite  Bloomers  AVS,  San  Jose,  CA 

20.00 

Alma  S.  Hummer,  San  Antonio,  TX 

25.00 

In  memory  of  Dorothy  Kahrmann 

Gen  Zondlo,  Minneapolis,  MN 

10.00 

Mrs.  Walter  Flowers,  Defiance,  OH 

5.00 

In  Memory  of  Charles  Zondlo 

Mrs.  Clara  L.  Allen,  San  Leandro,  CA 

15.00 

Maryann  Flick,  Old  Saybrook,  CT 

15.00 

Sugarloaf  Mountain  AVS,  Baltimore,  MD 

10.00 

Madeline  Van  Slembrouck,  Detroit,  MI 

5.00 

Top  Choice  AVS,  Shreveport,  LA 

5.00 

Celesta  Cirkl,  Virginia  Beach,  VA 

10.00 

Margaret  Nasta,  McKeesport,  PA 

10.00 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  Krumm,  Richmond  Hill,  NY 

10.00 

Loveland  Sweetheart  Violettes  Society, 

AVS  of  South  Bay,  Sunnyvale,  CA 

25.00 

Loveland,  CO 

10.00 

Lois  C.  Foger,  Liberal,  MO 

10.00 

In  lieu  of  slide  expenses  from  Norah  Otto 

Daniel  &  Elizabeth  McConnell,  Philadelphia,  PA 

20.00 

Kazue  Sakuma,  Tokyo,  Japan 

10.00 

F.  Eleanor  Mattaliano,  Bayonne,  NJ 

15.00 

Ronald  H.  Whitchurch,  Clearwater,  FL 

25.00 
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A  Fantit^  Portrait 


Georgene  Albrecht 
101  Oak  Heights  Drive 
Oakdale,  PA  15071 


These  wonderful  epiphytes  make  such  a 
handsome  hanging  plant.  Aeschvnanthus  radicans  (ees- 
khe-NAN-thus  RAD-ih-kans)  is  a  show-stopper  with 
bright,  elongated,  red  blooms.  These  gesneriads  are 
known  as  the  “lipstick  vine”.  I’ve  tried  without  success 
to  grow  show-quality  baskets  of  Aeschynanthus  at  a 
south  window.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  need  a 
greenhouse  type  atmosphere  to  produce 
even  growth  and  bloom.  Our  area  has 
only  a  limited  amount  of  sunshine. 

About  1979,  during  my  first 
visit  to  Granger  Gardens  in  Medina,  OH, 

I  saw  wonderful  specimen  plants  of 
these  and  Columnea  (kol-UM-nee-ah). 

They  had  dozens  of  blooms  and  1  think 
that  they  hybridized  some  of  the 
varieties  they  sold. 

Under  fluorescent  lights,  a  pot 
will  bloom  if  placed  close  to  the  center 
of  the  tubes  but  I’ve  never  been  able  to 
grow  a  well-shaped  pot  plant  that  was 
presentable  for  showing.  A  good  show 
plant  will  have  no  bare  stems,  adequate 
bloom  and  evenly  grown  foliage. 

They  grow  best  in  an  airy 
atmosphere  with  at  least  50%  humidity  in  bright  light 
but  not  full,  hot  sunshine.  Native  to  Southeast  Asia, 
they  need  temperatures  around  65°  to  75°  to  maintain 
bloom  during  summer  and  spring.  A  light  soil  mix  is  a 
must  when  you  remember  that  they  are  epiphytes 
which  like  air  around  their  fibrous  roots. 

Did  you  see  the  new  hybrid  Aeschynanthus 
featured  on  a  houseplant  segment  of  “Victory  Garden” 
recently?  The  flowers  were  over  2”  long  and  were  vivid 


crimson.  To  refresh  a  pot  plant,  remove  the  leggy 
growth,  add  fresh  top  dressing  of  soil  and  fertilize  with 
an  organic  like  fish  emulsion  or  seaweed.  Four-inch 
cuttings  can  be  rooted  easily  by  removing  the  bottom 
leaves  and  inserting  them  in  the  same  pot  or  start 
another  container.  To  conserve  moisture,  cover  the 
cuttings  with  a  plastic  bag  or  plastic  wrap.  To  prevent 
rot,  make  sure  that  the  foliage  is  dry 
before  you  seal  the  container. 

As  for  sources,  send  for  catalogs 
advertised  in  AVM.  Most  suppliers  send 
cuttings  that  ship  very  well.  Do  not  ask 
them  to  ship  when  the  temperatures  are 
-too  cool. 

MORE  ON  NEEM 

The  first  reports  are  in  about  this 
botanical  insecticide.  In  India,  leaves  of 
the  neem  tree  have  been  used  for 
hundreds  of  years  to  hinder  pests.  The 
label  inset  lists  almost  200  insects  that 
can  be  “controlled”.  It  is  effective  on 
small  sucking  insects.  Thrips  and 
mealybugs  are  listed  on  the  label  but 
only  the  young  are  affected,  therefore,  a 
pyrethrum  insecticide,  also  a  natural,  should  be  used 
with  Neem  to  control  the  mature  pests. 

Neem  interrupts  egg-laying  and  feeding  of 
insects  although  it  is  more  effective  as  a  repellant  than 
anything  else.  Some  insects,  it  acts  as  a  growth 
regulator  and  others  are  unable  to  recognize  food  plants. 
Neem  breaks  down  rapidly,  especially  in  sunlight,  so  it 
must  be  applied  often. 
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AROSE 

Dorothy  Rose  of  Indianapolis,  IN,  writes  about 
her  Nautilocalvx  pemphidius  having  droopy  foliage  that 
rots.  My  suggestion  was  to  allow  the  plant  to  be  drier.  If 
water  from  condensation  gets  on  the  foliage,  it  will  rot. 
Keep  foliage  moisture  free.  She  also  wanted  to  know 
how  to  keep  Alsobia  Cygnet  from  developing  long 
necks.  It  happens  in  no  time  at  all.  Alsobia  needs  to  be 
lowered  in  the  soil  often  and  some  stolons  must  be 
removed.  I  also  have  pushed  stolons  into  the  soil  around 
the  mother  plant.  When  they  root  I  pinch  the  mother 
down. 

Her  other  question  was  about  Episcia  ‘Kee  Wee’ 


going  every  which  way.  This  remark  makes  me  think 
that  the  plant  needs  a  lot  more  light  to  keep  it  more 
compact. 

SUPERTHRIVE 

A  sweet  lady  from  Sims,  NC,  wrote  me  asking 
for  an  interpretation  of  the  Superthrive  label.  Her  sight 
was  not  good  and  she  could  not  read  the  small  print.  I 
must  admit  that  this  label  is  a  “wild  and  crazy  thing”  for 
a  great  product.  Use  only  one  drop  to  a  gallon  of  water 
which  contains  any  good  fertilizer.  You  must  use 
fertilizer  with  it.  It  has  recently  come  to  my  attention 
that  Superthrive  should  not  be  used  in  foliar  feeding  if 
mildew  is  present  in  the  growing  area. 


AVSA  Buflding  Maintenance  Fund 

Anne  Jantzen,  Chairman  *  2725  Katrina  Way  •  Mountain  View,  CA  904040 


February,  1995 

Contributions  from  February  1  -  February  28 


The  Tidewater  AVS,  VA  $25.00 

In  memory  of  Arnie  Salzman 
Margaret  Bushdiecker,  MO  5.00 

AVS  of  Lower  Bucks  Co.,  PA  25.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen,  a  good  friend 
of  Lower  Bucks 

Lone  Star  AV  Council,  TX  200.00 

Nadine  Walker,  NV  20.00 

Edward  Martin,  NJ  5.00 

MV  Moulder,  GA  10.00 

Victoria  Frey,  N]  25.00 

Willard  J.  Bryan,  CA  15.00 

Betty  Phillips,  G A  10.00 

In  memory  of  Hugh  Mackey 
Andrea  Pirone,  DE  10.00 

Alma  Hummer,  TX  25.00 

In  lieu  of  speakers  fee  from  First  Austin  AVS 
Albuquerque  AVC,  NM  25.00 

AVS  of  the  East  Bay,  Inc.,  CA  64.00 

Upon  their  dissolution 

Amethyst  AVC,  MO  10.00 

Evelyn  Lord,  TX  5.00 

Viola  Fuller,  NC  5.00 

Richmond  AVC,  VA  75.00 

Baton  Rouge  AVS,  LA  25.00 

Jeanne  A.  Maier,  NY  3.00 

Mrs.  Albert  W.  Koch,  MO  10.00 

Joyce  Stenger,  TX  25.00 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s  fee  from  NASA  Area  AVS 
Union  County  Chapter  AVSA,  NJ  16.00 


In  memory  of  long-time  members  Helen 
and  Melvin  Leavitt  from  their  friends  in 


Union  County. 

Brigitte  McKnight,  CA  25.00 

Total:  663.00 

Total  all  contributions:  $92,346.25 


March,  1995 

Contributions  from  March  1  -  March  31 


Northern  CA  Council  of  AVS’s  $50.00 

Sugarloaf  Mtn.  VS,  MD  10.00 

Eleanor  L.  Baird,  OH  5.00 

Tristate  AV  Council,  NJ  25.00 

In  memory  of  Hilda  Vander  Meer 
Tristate  AV  Council,  NJ  23.00 

Raffle  of  Flora  Semen’s  books 
Janet  Riemer,  NJ  10.00 


In  memoiy^  of  Hilda  Vander  Meer,  AVSA 
Director  nominee,  active  in  Tristate  AVC, 

NJ  Council  of  Judges  and  Garden  State  AVC. 

She  will  be  sorely  missed  by  all  in  this  area. 

Kay  Lyons,  PA  50.00 

“Thank  you  to  the  family  of  Hilda 
Vander  Meer,  NJ.” 

Balboa  Park  AVS,  CA  3660.96 

Dolores  Gibbs,  TX  25.00 

In  lieu  our  gift  as  outgoing  president  of 
Central  Texas  Judges’  Council 
Cen-Tax  Rainbow  AVC,  TX  25.00 

In  lieu  of  travel  expenses  to  Delores  Gibbs 
Dan  Detrick,  PA  10.00 

Mid-Polk  AVS,  EL  10.00 


In  memory  of  Edmond  R.  Viertel,  brother 
of  Hazel  Miller 

Top  Choice  AVS,  LA  5.00 

AVS  of  Lower  Bucks  Co.  PA  25.00 

In  memory  of  Hilda  Vander  Meer,  a  good 
friend  to  Lower  Bucks 

Faye  Wieditz,  KS  10.00 

Ava  Dalton  Robinson,  CA  10.00 

In  memory  of  devoted  friend,  Mildred 
Stradling,  age  96,  past  president  of  Desert  AVS 
Gary  R.  Beck,  CA  10.00 

In  memory  of  Dorothy  Kahrmann 


Total:  $3963.96 

Total  contributions:  $96,  310.21 
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Question  Bok 


James  Smith 

489  Linwood  Avenue 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 


Ralph  Robinson 
RO.  Box  9 
Naples,  NY  14512 


QUESTION:  /  raised  violets  for  over  20  years  and 
they  were  beautiful  In  all  those  years,  1  have  never  seen 
such  puny,  fuzzy  violets  as  I  have  now.  /  have  had 
mealybugs,  mites,  and  even  root  rot from  over  watering. 
Due  to  the  dangers  of  using  pesticides,  I  stopped 
spraying  last  fall  Every  week,  I  am  throwing  out  plant 
(fter  plant.  There  are  small  bunches  of  leaves  in  the 
center  and  the  outer  leaves  are  curling  downward.  I 
must  be  doing  something  wrong. 

ANSWER:  From  your  description,  you  may  have 
cyclamen  mites  again.  If  mites  are  suspect,  the  signs  are 
the  following:  slight  graying  at  the  center,  leaves  are 
brittle,  hard,  and  stunted,  the  buds  are  deformed,  twisted 
and  stunted.  An  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of 
cure.  Routine  spraying  (once  a  month)  will  discourage 
pests.  Isolating  and  spraying  recently  acquired  plants 
from  your  collection  is  just  as  important.  I  realize  many 
growers  are  afraid  to  use  chemicals  in  the  home,  but 
sometimes,  it  is  unavoidable.  There  are  products  that  are 
less  harmful  if  used  carefully.  I  could  recommend  a  few 
products,  but  they  may  not  be  available  in  your  area.  I 
would  suggest  that  you  consult  your  local  garden  supply 
for  products  that  you  can  use  in  your  home.  You  might 
even  take  along  a  plant  you  are  concerned  about.  If  you 
grow  plants  in  your  living  area,  take  the  plant  to  the 
basement  or  outside  for  spraying.  Always  remember  to 
read  the  label  directions  and  wear  a  protective  face  mask 
before  spraying.  There  are  commercial  advertisers  in  the 
AVM  who  sell  products  especially  made  for  violets. 

QUESTION:  I  have  difficulty  starting  leaves.  They 
seem  to  brown  or  turn  to  mush  after  two  weeks.  I 
usually  start  them  in  water  and  when  they  have  a  few 
roots,  they  are  tranf erred  to  soil  In  about  two  weeks, 
they  die.  Is  there  an  easier  way  to  start  leaves 
succesfully? 

ANSWER:  The  best  way  to  start  a  leaf  is  to  select  a 
young-fresh  leaf.  You  can  choose  one  from  the  center 
rings.  Actually,  any  leaf  will  root.  Success  depends  upon 
the  care  and  method  selected.  I  find  the  water-in-the  jar 
method  not  too  dependable.  The  leaf  tends  to  grow  and 


curl,  making  planting  difficult.  Roots  that  are  developed 
in  water  are  fragile  and  tender.  They  often  break  or  rot 
when  planted  in  the  soil.  When  this  happens,  the  leaf  will 
have  to  go  through  the  re-rooting  process.  This  adds 
more  time  to  the  time  already  lost.  The  method  I  use  was 
passed  down  to  me  by  my  Canadian  friends.  I  think  it  is 
fool  proof  and  I  lose  very  few,  if  any,  leaves.  Choose  a 
young  leaf  and  cut  it  on  a  45  degree  angle,  one  inch  from  ’ 
the  base  of  the  leaf.  The  cut  should  be  made  towards  the  ! 
front  of  the  leaf.  The  potting  mix  should  consist  of  one  ^ 
part  vermiculite,  one  part  perlite,  and  one  part  | 
horticultural  charcoal.  Moisten  the  starting  mixture 
thoroughly  with  room  temperature  water  which  contains 
fertilizer.  Fill  a  2  1/2  inch  pot  with  this  mixture.  Plant  the 
leaf  close  to  the  edge  of  the  pot.  Set  the  pot  into  a  saucer  ; 
(or  tray)  and  keep  it  filled  with  the  same  watering 
solution  as  used  on  your  other  plants.  Keep  the  humidity 
high,  by  enclosing  your  planting  in  a  plastic  bag  or  a  ' 
transparent  container.  It  is  important  to  provide  adequate 
light  during  the  rooting  period,  and  after  the  plants  begin 
to  appear.  Plants  should  appear  in  about  1  month  (they 
do  for  me).  When  the  babies  show  at  least  four  leaves, 
they  can  be  separated  and  transferred  to  their  own  small 
pots. 

QUESTION:  I  grow  my  violets  under  lights  yet  some 
of  my  plants  grow  upward  with  long  stems,  while  others 
grow  in  beautful  rosettes.  Some  plants,  even  though  the 
foliage  stays  fat,  grow  with  spindly  long  stems.  How 
can  I  avoid  these  gangly  plants  and  end  up  with 
compact foliage? 

ANSWER:  The  phenomenon  you  are  experiencing 
could  be  caused  by  a  few  factors.  For  some  plants, 
unmanageable  foliage  is  unavoidable.  Poor  breeding 
(hybridizing)  is  the  culprit  of  most  foliage  problems. 
There  is  nothing  you  can  do  about  it  other  than  to  be 
more  selective  when  choosing  young  plants.  A  plant  that 
shows  signs  of  good  rosette  form  at  an  early  age  is  the 
best  selection.  Also,  plant  placement  is  an  important 
factor.  Plants  tend  to  reach  for  light  if  the  light  source  is 
not  adequate.  If  you  grow  plants  under  lights,  then  move 
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or  rotate  the  placement  of  your  plants  to  different  areas 
on  the  shelf.  Do  this  until  the  plant  responds,  giving  you 
a  nice  even  growth  or  rosette.  I  do  this  a  lot  with 
miniatures.  I  have  found  that  darker  foliage  plants  do  well 
on  the  outside  and  ends  of  the  shelves,  as  long  as  I  rotate 
them  a  turn  each  time  they  are  watered.  The  lack  of 
humidity  and  high  temperatures  will  also  cause  petioles 
to  become  elongated  and  spindly.  Plants  require  between 
50%  to  60%  levels  of  humidity  with  temperatures 
between  68  to  75  degrees.  I  would  tend  to  think  that 
your  problem  might  be  just  the  ‘nature  of  the  beast’. 

QUESTION;  I  understand  what  to  do  with  necks  on 
most  violets,  but  what  do  you  do  when  a  trailer  gets  a 
neck?  I  have  trouble  keeping  my  trailers  bushy.  Any 
suggestions? 

ANSWER;  Frequent  repotting  will  prevent  necks  from 
forming.  Continuous  removal  of  the  outer  rows  of  the 
violet’s  foliage,  will  produce  plants  with  elongated 
crowns,  or  necks.  To  correct  this  situation,  remove  the 
plant  from  the  pot  and  cut  away  at  least  one  third  of  the 
root  ball.  Repot  the  plant  into  a  clean  pot  with  fresh  soil. 
This  treatment  can  be  used  on  all  African  violets.  To  keep 
trailers  bushy,  I  have  learned  that  pruning  the  foliage  at 
least  an  inch  as  the  plant  matures,  keeps  the  growth  lush 
and  thick.  By  ‘pinching’  an  inch  from  each  stem,  you  will 
force  new  growth  which  promotes  good  form.  All  trailers 
are  judged  on  form.  This  means  that  the  foliage  must  be 
growing  evenly  around  the  pot.  All  trailers  must  have 
three  stems  growing  from  the  main  crown  in  order  to 
qualify  for  a  blue  ribbon. 

QUESTION;  7  received  my  first  issue  of  the  AFRICAN 
VIOLET  MAGAZINE  and  read  your  ‘Question  Box’.  I 


found  it  to  be  very  helpful  My  question  is;  why  do  leaves 
turn  under?  My  violets  are  given  TLC  but  this  has  been 
bothering  me. 

ANSWER;  Your  problem  could  be  low  humidity 
combined  with  cool  temperatures.  Other  factors  could  be 
infrequent  repotting  and/or  poor  nutrition.  Check  your 
growing  practices  to  see  if  you  are  providing  at  least  50% 
to  60%  humidity  with  temperatures  between  68  to  75 
degrees,  adequate  light  of  at  least  10  hours  per  day,  and  a 
well  balanced  diet  of  a  good  fertilizer  given  each  time  the 
plant  is  watered.  These  are  just  a  few  of  the  factors,  but 
the  lack  of  them  are  usually  the  major  culprits  as  to  why 
violets  do  poorly. 

QUESTION;  7  have  a  violet  that  is  three  years  old 
and  it  measures  25  inches  across.  I  noticed  it  getting  a 
shade  of  white  through  the  leaves  as  if  variegated.  The 
plant  is  very  healthy.  I  have  several  large  plants  and  I 
am  Just  an  amateur  grower  and  dearly  love  the  hobby.  I 
hope  you  can  help  me. 

ANSWER;  I  have  received  many  questions  similar  to 
yours.  Before  I  can  answer  a  question,  it  is  very  helpful  to 
know  the  name  of  the  plant  as  well  as  a  complete  description 
of  your  growing  conditions  and  environment.  This 
information  is  very  critical  in  giving  advice.  I  can’t  give  any 
without  it.  A  picture  is  always  helpful.  The  only  reasonable 
answer  that  I  can  give  is  that  you  may  have  a  variegated 
variety  that  just  didn’t  show  variegation  because  the 
growing  conditions  weren’t  suitable.  If  you  have  had  a 
climatic  change  from  warm  to  cool,  this  may  have  triggered 
the  characteristic  of  variegation  to  appear.  Variegated  plants 
need  cool  temperatures  in  order  to  maintain  their  variegated 
colors. 


Name  of  columnist  replying  is  in  bold  print. 


AVSA  Booster  Fund 


Ruth  Warren  •  1534  Robeson  St.  •  Fall  River,  MA  02720 


Violets  By  Appointment 

$10.00 

Sugar  Loaf  Mtn.  AVS 

10.00 

Amethyst  AVS 

10.00 

Kazue  Sakuma 

10.00 

Reva  Fowles 

10.00 

Mary  W.  Beale 

50.00 

Treasure  Coast  AVS 

17.00 

In  memory  of  E.L.  Stryk, 

Kay  Ingalls 

25.00 

husband  of  Alice  Stryk 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harvey  Richter  Jr. 

5.00 

Moonlight  AVSA  &  Alpha  AVS 

55.00 

Mrs.  George  Shute 

20.00 

In  lieu  of  judges  expenses  for  Lavonne 

Hisako  Reichman 

15.00 

Craddock,  Sue  Ramser,  Mary  Wallbrick, 

AVS  of  Greater  Tulsa 

10.00 

Virginia  Linson,  Myrtle  Chilcott,  Peggy  Fergon 

Mrs.  Erwin  Schrog 

10.00 

Nite  Bloomers 

20.00 

Mrs.  Pauline  Cook 

15.00 

In  memory  of  Dorothy  Kahrmann 

Mrs.  Ethel  Spurlin 

20.00 

Tustana  AVS 

10.00 

Penelope  Wezel 

25.00 

AVS  of  Rochester 

10.00 

In  memory  of  Hilda  Vander  Meer 

In  memory  of  JoAnn  Lloyd 

Baton  Rouge  AVS 

25.00 

Top  Choice  AVS 

15.00 

Edna  Morton 

5.00 

Josephine  A.  Minogoe 

5.00 
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Registration  Report 


Iris  Keating 
149  Loretto  Ct. 
Claremont,  CA  9 1 7 1 1 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two  years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  unless  completed  within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  then  $4.00.  Please  make  check  payable  to  AVSA. 


REGISTRATIONS 
Ardath  Miller  -  Manchester,  MO 
‘MARIA’S  CHOICE  (8149)  1/30/95  (A.  Miller)  Single¬ 
semidouble  light  pink  sticktite  large  ruffled 
star/medium  fuchsia  veining.  Variegated  dark  green 
and  cream,  pointed,  quilted,  scalloped/red  back. 
Large 

‘NAMELY  NANCY  (8150)  1/30/95  (A.  Miller)  Single¬ 
semidouble  light  lavender  two-tone  sticktite  large 
ruffled  star.  Variegated  dark  green,  cream  and  pink, 
ovate,  quilted,  scalloped/red  back.  Large 

George  Ramirez  -  Morgan  City,  LA 
‘JEANNETTE’S  PURE  SIN  (8151)  2/27/95  (Ramirez/ 
Domiano)  Single  magenta  sticktite  star/variable 
white  edge.  Variegated  green,  cream  and  pink, 
heart  -  shaped,  wavy,  serrated.  Large 

Fran  Spear  -  Denham  Springs,  LA 

‘FOOLIN’  AROUND  (8152)  3/9/95  (Spear/Domiano) 
Single  chimera  purple  sticktite/  white  stripe. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  heart-shaped. 

Standard 

***** 

Jim  Wildman  -  Syracuse,  NY 
‘WISHIN’  BLUE  (8153)  3/18/95  (J.  Wildman)  Single 
medium  blue  sticktite  pansy/larger  top  petals.  Dark 
green,  plain,  quilted,  serrated/red  back.  Small 
Standard 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 
Ardath  Miller  -  Manchester,  MO 

‘  Belle  Creek 

Marlene  Engebretson  -  Bettendorf,  lA 

‘  Little  Benjie 

Sidney  Sorano  -  Dolgeville,  NY 

‘Aloha  Orchid  ‘  Baby  Pearls  *  Banana  Split  ‘  Bashful 
Baby  ‘  Bewitching  Blue  *  Blackberry  Jam  *  Black 
Rain  ‘  Blue  Diamonds  *  Blue  Jean  Baby  ‘  Blue  Mink 
‘  Blue  Silhouette  ‘  Burgundy  Beau  ‘  Cherry 


Dumplin’  ‘  Cherries  ‘n’  Cream  *  Cherry  Showers  * 
Christening  Gown  ‘  Classic  Rock  ‘  Cookie  Man  ‘ 
Coral  Crunch  ‘  Dancing  Rainbows  ‘  Dangerous  ‘ 
Designer  Dress  ‘  Designer  Jewels  ‘  Dressed  in  Pink  ‘ 
East  Coast  Sunrise  ‘  East  Wind  ‘  Emerald  City  ‘ 
Enchanted  April  ‘  Faded  Denim  *  Festive  Holiday  ‘ 
Flashback  ‘  Flashy  Angel  ‘  Frosted  Denim  *  Frosted 
Flames  *  Frosty  Spring  ‘  Galactic  Storm  ‘  Gold  Coins 
‘  Golden  Plume  ‘  Halo’s  Aglitter  ‘  Hot  Date  ‘  Hot 
Spot  ‘  Ice  Queen  *  Indigo  Doll  *  Island  Waters  ‘  Ivory 
Shadows  ‘  June  Bug  ‘  Kisses  of  Gold  ‘  Lace  Shadows 
‘  Lemon  Cream  ‘  Lemon  Drop  ‘  Lemon  Ice  ‘  Lil  Rich 
Girl  ‘  Lil  Superstar  *  Lime  Taffy  ‘  Little  Jezebel  *  Little 
Lexi  *  Little  Redhead  ‘  Little  Shimmer  *  Lollipop  Kid 
*  Meteor  Showers  ‘  Midnight  Rascal  ‘  Midnight 
Twist  ‘  Moonlight  Waves  ‘  Nancy  Leigh  ‘  Natasha  ‘ 
Northern  Reflections  *  Oksana  ‘  Pastel  Summer  ‘ 
Peppermint  Doll  ‘  Perfect  Angel  ‘  Persian  Doll  ‘ 
Persian  Lace  ‘  Persian  Lullaby  ‘  Persian  Prince  * 
Persuasive  Pink  ‘  Pink  Dove  *  Pink  Party  Dress  ‘ 
Pink  Playmate  *  'Pink  Pussycat  *  Pink  Quilt  *  Pixie 
Eyes  *  Pixie  Runaround  *  Pixie  Stardust  ‘  Pixie 
Storm  *  Playful  Rainbow  ‘  Polar  Bear  ‘  Pure  ‘n’ 
Innocent  *  Red  Ribbons  ‘  Red  Robe  ‘  Royal  Flair  * 
Satin  Dancer  ‘  Sea  Coral  *  Silver  ‘n’  Gold  ‘  Silver 
Surf  ‘  Sketch  Artist  ‘  Slow  Dancin’  *  Smokey  Echoes 
‘  Smokey  Emerald  *  Sparks  Fly  *  Summer  Coral  ‘ 
Sunlit  Velvet  ‘  Sweet  Cherub  ‘  Sweet  Thing  ‘  Swing 
Kid  ‘  Thffeta  Petticoats  *  Tatyana  *  That’s  Show  Biz  ‘ 
Traces  *  Tropical  Rose  ‘  Tropic  Heat  ‘  Twist  ‘n’  Shout 
‘  Two-Step  ‘  Victorian  Angel  ‘  Victorian  Jewels  ‘ 
Vintage  Gown  ‘  Vintage  Wine  ‘  Winter  Ice  ‘ 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name  Lyon’s) 
Blue  Beacon  ‘  Blushing  Bride  ‘  Color  Magic  ‘  Ice 
Princess  ‘  Midnight  Waves  ‘  Mirage  ‘  Natalia  ‘ 
Northern  Star  ‘  Plum  Pudding  ‘  Porcelain  Doll  ‘ 
Rainbow  Gem  ‘  Rendezvous  ‘  Silver  Mink  ‘  Silver 
Seas  ‘  Spectacular  *  Spring  Snow  *  Tropical  Sunset  ‘ 
Unpredictable  ‘  Wine  Drops 
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Adopt  A  School  -  Create  A  Violet  Lover! 

by  Lynn  Lombard 
San  Dimas,  CA 


September-October:  If 
the  room  doesn’t  have  sufficient 
natural  light,  help  the  teacher 
set  up  a  small  light  stand,  just 
big  enough  to  hold  40  leaf 
starter  cups.  Provide  the  teacher 
with  a  fresh  leaf  for  each  child, 
plus  a  few  spares  to  cover 
losses.  With  a  club  instruction 
sheet  for  putting  down  leaves 
and  a  few  bags  of  inexpensive 
starter  mix,  the  teacher  can 
easily  help  the  class  start  the 
leaves. 

The  students  can  chart  growth  rates,  draw 
pictures  of  the  emerging  plantlets,  and  learn  about  the 
variety  among  violets  as  they  wait  for  the  plantlets  to 
reach  separating  size. 


Mother’s  Day:  As  each 
student  carries  his  or  her 
treasures  home,  be  sure  each 
plant  is  accompanied  by  an 
AVSA  culture  brochure.  You’ll 
have  given  each  youngster  a 
terrific  sense  of  responsibility  and 
accomplishment,  made  a  lot  of 
moms  really  happy,  and  possibly 
gained  your  club  and  the  Society 

a  few  new  members! 

P.S.  Don’t  forget  to  chronicle  the  project  with 
pictures  and  copies  of  the  students’  work.  It  makes  a 
great  educational  display  for  the  next  club  show! 


School’s  about  to  begin!  What  a  great  chance 
for  you  to  influence  today’s  youth  and  to  create  a  lasting 
legacy  of  love  for  African  violets!  Grade  school  teachers 
will  love  you  too! 

Here’s  a  fun  project  that’s  low  in  cost  and  high 
in  satisfaction.  With  a  little  growing  guidance  from  you, 
a  good  teacher  can  easily  build  math,  art,  writing,  and 
science  lessons  around  African  violet  culture.  The  public 
relations  value  is  great,  and  the  club  might  even  attract 
a  few  moms  who  fall  in  love 
with  the  blooming  plants  they 
receive  for  Mother’s  Day  in  May! 


March-April:  As  Mother’s  Day  approaches  and  the 
plants  begin  to  bloom,  the  students  can  make  greeting 
cards  illustrated  with  violets.  An  artistic  teacher  could 
help  students  fashion  decorative  pot  covers.  One 
teacher  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  kiln  had  the 
students  actually  make  their  own  pots!  As  the  “violet 
consultant”,  be  sure  you  announce  local  violet  shows, 
of  course! 

Because  there  will  be  an  abundance  of  plants, 
each  student  can  take  several 
plants  home  to  Mom.  The 
remaining  plants  could  be  used 
as  a  fund-raiser  or  could  be 
donated  as  a  community  service 
project. 


A  class  of  new  violet  growers  with  their 
Mother’s  Day  plants. 


November-December; 

Before  the  plantlets  need  their  own  individual  pots, 
students  can  study  soil  components,  the  function  of  the 
plant  parts,  and  how  capillary  action  and  photosynthesis 
work.  As  a  guest  speaker,  you  could  demonstrate 
separating  the  plantlets  and  explain  the  basics  of  feeding 
and  watering  the  babies. 

The  students  can  select  a  few  plants  to  set  up  as 
experiments  to  measure  growth  rate  differences  due  to 
fertilizer,  light,  and  water. 


KIDS  +  VIOLETS  =  NEW  CLUB 
AND  AVSA  MEMBERS  FOR 
YEARS  TO  COME! 


Reprinted  with  permission from  The  Violeteer.  publication 
of  the  Pamona  Valley  AVS,  La  Venie,  CA. 


January-February:  As  the  plants  begin  to 
grow,  grooming  and  protection  from  pests  can  be 
covered.  Foliar  feeding  and  criteria  for  a  blue-ribbon 
plant  can  be  introduced. 

The  students  can  photograph  or  videotape 
growth  progress  and  create  a  dialogue  to  accompany 
their  work.  Computers  can  be  used  to  create  graphs  to 
summarize  the  results  of  the  experiments. 
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Landscaping  a  Terrarium 

by  Alma  Hummer 
San  Antonio,  TX 


In  September,  1993,  the  Lone  Star  African  Violet 
Council  Newsletter  came  in  the  mail  containing  the  long 
awaited  schedule  for  the  November  show  sponsored  by 
the  four  clubs  in  Houston. 

The  theme  for  the  show  “African  Violets  and 
Other  Jewels”  was  an  original  one  indeed!  It’s  refreshing 
to  deviate  from  themes  that  have  been  repeated  many 
times. 

Quickly  turning  to  the  design  division,  which  is 
a  real  challenge  to  me,  my  eye  was  drawn  to  the 
Container  Gardens  division.  The  theme  for  a  terrarium 
was  “King  Solomon’s  Mines”.  It  mentioned  that  a 
fabulous  hoard  of 
jewels  was  hidden  in 
a  mine  in  the  jungle. 

But  just  like  April 
Fools,  the  schedule 
committee  added 
“Show  us  a  glimpse 
of  this  fantasy!” 

Before 
beginning  to  plant  a 
terrarium,  I  thought 
that  I  should  get 
better  acquainted  with 
Solomon.  I  turned  to 
the  Holy  Bible  and 
found  that  Solomon  was  King  of  Israel  for  forty  years. 
He  excelled  in  wisdom  and  wealth  and  built  a  temple  to 
the  Lord,  complete  with  altars  and  doors  made  of  purest 
gold. 

So  to  carry  out  this  fantasy  I  got  out  my 
rectangular,  transparent  container  -  made  sure  that  it  did 
not  exceed  24  inches  in  any  direction  as  per  the 
schedule,  cleaned  it  well,  and  started  to  make  a 
landscape  plan.  This  is  the  most  important  consideration 
and  merits  40  points  in  the  scale  of  points  when  judging 
container  gardens. 

A  terrarium  should  be  planted  ten  days  to  two 
weeks  before  the  show  date  so  that  the  plants  can  get 
established  and  perhaps  put  out  some  new  growth.  The 
Handbook  states  that  points  should  be  deducted  if  the 
exhibit  appears  to  be  newly  planted. 

Even  though  the  schedule  called  for  a  jungle, 
which  to  me  is  a  confusion  of  plants  and  vines 
entwining,  I  opted  for  a  more  orderly  design  with 


elevations  in  the  back  and  low  planting  in  the  front. 

To  begin,  sphagnum  moss  was  picked  over  to 
free  it  of  sticks  and  leaves,  then  cleansed  by  pouring 
boiling  water  through  it,  drained  well  and  sprayed  with 
Raid.  To  insure  that  no  hidden  bugs  would  set  up 
housekeeping  in  the  terrarium,  all  plants  except  ferns 
were  also  sprayed  with  Raid.  Ferns  were  washed  gently 
with  sudsy  water  and  rinsed.  Wood  pieces  were  sprayed 
with  clear  shellac  to  prevent  the  formation  of  mold. 

In  order  to  provide  good  drainage,  a  thick  layer 
of  perlite  and  charcoal,  about  two  cupsful,  was  spread 
over  the  bottom  of  the  terrarium.  In  order  to  cover  the 

raw  soil,  the  front  and 
sides  of  the  container 
were  lined  with  moist 
sphagnum  moss  about 
two  inches  high,  and  a 
third  of  the  distance  high 
across  the  back.  As  the 
soil  was  contoured,  more 
moss  was  added  against 
the  sides  of  the  terrarium. 

It  is  not  recommended 
that  a  mirror  be  used  as  a 
back  panel  in  a  terrerium 
since  nature  does  not 
repeat  a  landscape  plan, 
which  is  what  occurs  when  a  mirror  duplicates  the 
scene. 

Beginning  on  the  right  back  of  the  container, 
moist  African  violet  soil  was  built  up  to  form  a  hill 
extending  two-thirds  the  width  across.  A  maidenhair 
fern  was  groomed  to  fit  on  top  of  this  hill,  while  a  few 
sprigs  of  monkey  grass  were  added  part  way  down  the 
hillside. 

A  U  shaped  piece  of  of  beige  colored  driftwood 
was  inverted  and  positioned  into  the  lower  part  of  the 
hill  to  provide  an  entrance  to  Solomon’s  mines.  Space  for 
a  miniature  African  violet  was  indicated  by  use  of  a 
small  empty  pot  set  into  the  soil,  since  violets  have  a 
tendency  to  grow  leggy  if  planted  too  early. 

Starting  on  the  left  back  side  of  the  container, 
more  soil  was  used  to  form  an  elevated  area,  not  as  high 
as  the  right  hill,  and  leaving  space  for  a  path  to  be  added 
between  the  hills.  A  ming  aralia  was  planted  here  but  it 
looked  so  lonesome  that  several  blooming  sinningias 
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were  placed  at  its  base. 

Now  that  the  higher  elevations  in  back  were 
planted,  it  was  time  to  design  the  lower  left  side.  To 
follow  nature’s  way,  two  small  rocks  were  set  firmly  into 
the  soil  with  the  irregular  sides  exposed  to  add  interest. 
Rocks  should  give  the  appearance  of  stability,  partially 
imbedded  into  the  soil. 

To  indicate  a  drop  in  the  terrain  of  about  three 
inches,  a  piece  of  driftwood,  beige  color,  was  placed 
horizontally  and  a  mini  brake  fern  planted  in  the  left 
front  corner  of  the  terrarium.  The  remaining  space  was 
filled  with  Creeping  Jenny,  interspaced  with  several  more 
small  rocks. 

The  right  lower  front  was  filled  in  below  the  hill 
with  a  variegated  fitonia  and  a  pot  added  to  indicate  the 
place  for  a  second  mini  African  violet. 

Usually  when  a  terrarium  is  designed,  real  green 
moss  or  sheet  moss,  dyed  green  with  food  coloring  is 
placed  around  plants  to  cover  all  exposed  soil.  In  this 


case,  moist  sphagnum  moss  was  used  to  give  a  more 
natural  look  since  my  impression  of  a  jungle  is  dark  with 
very  little  sunshine  penetrating  it. 

In  order  to  reach  the  mines,  a  path  of  fine  pea 
gravel  was  poured  carefully,  starting  back  behind  the 
aralia  plant  on  the  left  side.  The  path  gradually  widened 
to  a  width  of  about  three  inches  as  it  entered  the  mines. 

Several  days  before  the  show,  the  empty  pots 
were  removed  and  mini  violets  were  set  in  their  places. 
All  plants  were  gently  brushed  to  free  them  of  any  soil 
that  had  collected  on  them,  and  the  walls  of  the 
terrarium  were  cleaned.  Using  a  baster,  the  plants  were 
lightly  watered  and  the  transparent  cover  set  in  place 
ready  to  go  to  the  show. 

Cautiously,  with  flashlight  in  hand,  not  knowing 
what  may  be  lurking  deep  inside  the  mines,  we  entered, 
and  what  a  great  sight  to  behold!  Great  piles  of  precious 
jewels  (colored  beads)  glistened  before  our  eyes.  Who 
said  it’s  a  fantasy? 


SHOW  THEMES 


Due  to  lack  of  space  in  our  spring  issues,  1  was  forced  to  cut  some  information  from  our 
Coming  Events  notices;  Show  Themes,  in  particular.  I  have  heard  from  many  of  you  that  reading 
the  themes  other  clubs  used  has  helped  your  club  formulate  new  and  exciting  themes  for  your  own 
shows.  Listed  below  are  many  of  the  themes  used  in  the  first  half  of  1995.  Ed. 


Violet  Magic 
Chariots  of  Violets 
Silver  Jubilee  25  in  ‘95 
0  Canada 
City  of  Violets 
Melody  of  Violets 
Once  Upon  a  Hme 
African  Violets  for  Mom 
Down  the  Mississippi 
V  is  for  Violets 
Violets  on  the  Silver  Screen 
Sweet  Sensations 
Great  Northern  Violet  Expo 
Violet  Treasures 
Violets  With  Antiques 
Violets  Go  to  the  Circus 
Showtime  Violets 
Precious  Jewels 
A  Carrousel  of  Violets 


Violets  of  the  Heartland 
A  Violet  Concerto 
Violets  Around  the  World 
Violets  Across  America 
Violets  on  the  Move 
Victorian  Violets 
Violets  on  the  Stage 
Violets  Welcome  Easter 
Violets  on  the  Go 
Violets  on  the  Pacific  Rim 
Our  Violet  Scrapbook 
Games,  Comics,  and  Violets 
Much  Ado  About  Violets 
Magic  of  Violets 
A  Fool  For  Violets 
Violets  in  the  Wild 
Gateway  to  Adventure 
Making  Friends  with  Violets 
Violets  in  the  Northern  Spring 


VIOLET  E-MAIL  LPDATE 

Do  you  have  e-mail  access?  If  so,  you  can  join  “gesneriphiles”  and  talk 
to  other  growers  about  African  violets  and  gesneriads.  To  sign  up,  send 
the  following  to  listproc@lists.Colorado.EDU 

subscribe  gesneriphiles  <your  full  name> 

Example:  subscribe  gesneriphiles  Norah  Otto 
If  you  have  questions  or  problems,  send  inquiries  to: 
otton@spot.  Colorado .  EDU 

NOTE:  THIS  IS  A  NEW  ADDRESS  FOR  THIS  LIST.  IT  IS  NO  LONGER 
WITH  KATHY  LAW  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  CALIFORNIA  AT  BERKELEY. 
IT  IS  NOW  WITH  NORAH  OTTO  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  COLORADO 
AT  BOULDER. 


Going  to  Show 

Violets  For  All  Ages 

African  Violets  on  Broadway 

Art  and  Violets 

Raining  Violets 

Fairy  Thle  Violets 

Northwest  Heritage 

Gardens  of  Southern  New  England 

Violets  on  Vacation 

A  Journey  to  the  Orient  With  Violets 

Ballet  of  Violets 

Festival  of  Violets 

Celebrate  the  Day  With  Violets 

Violets  in  Victorian  Splendor 

Fairy  Idles 

A  Violet  Premiere 

Violet  Sails  in  the  Sunset 

Reigning  Violets 

A  Garden  Party 


SOIL-LESS  SOIL  UPDATE 

In  the  Article  on  Soil-Less  Soil, 
May/June  ‘95  AVM,  page  35,  please 
note  that  the  water  amount  in  the 
recipe  should  be  1  1/4  gaL,  instead 
of  2  1/2  gal. 
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1995  AVSA  AWARDS 


The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  honored 
the  following  recipients  with  awards  at  the  1995  AVSA 


Convention  in  St 


SPECIAL  CITATION  FOR  OUTSTANDING 
SERVICE 
BEAUMONT  AVS 
BEAUMONT  TEXAS 


In  recognition  for  outstanding  service,  the 
African  Violet  Society  of  America  hereby  issues  this 
special  Citation  to  the  Beaumont  African  Violet  Society. 

For  several  years,  the  members  of  the 
Beaumont  AVS  have  taken  care  of  the  plants  in  the 
AVSA  Office  in  Beaumont.  As  with  most  African  violet 
collections,  the  number  of  plants  has  gradually  grown 
over  the  years.  In  addition,  the  quality  of  the  plants  has 
been  outstanding.  Many  of  them  would  have  been  in 
contention  for  awards  at  many  shows. 

This  special  citation  is  given  to  the  members  of 
the  Beaumont  African  Violet  Society  for  generously 
volunteering  their  time,  supplies,  and  experience  to 
maintain  a  large  display  of  gorgeous  African  violets  at 
the  AVSA  Office. 


TINARI  GREENHOUSES  MEMBERSHIP 
AWARD 

AVSOFMINNESOrA 


In  recognition  for  obtaining  the  most  new  AVSA 
members  during  the  year  1994,  the  Unari  Greenhouses 
Membership  Award  is  presented  to  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  Minnesota.  Under  the  leadership  of  Palma 
Trapp,  the  AVS  of  Minnesota  signed  up  32  new 
members  during  the  year.  This  is  the  third  consecutive 
year  for  this  group  to  receive  the  Tlnari  Membership 
Award.  Congratulations,  and  keep  up  the  good  work  for 
AVSA. 


HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD 
HOBTENSE  PITTMAN 
SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS 


The  Honorary  Life  Membership  is  awarded  to 
outgoing  President  Hortense  Pittman. 

Hortense  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  for  over 


Louis,  Missouri. 

22  years.  She  is  a  Commercial  Member  and  a  Senior 
Judge.  She  has  served  as  a  Director  and  on  the 
Convention  and  Commercial  Activities  Committees. 
Hortense  received  the  Bronze  Medal  for  Horticultural 
Perfection  in  1986  with  husband  J.R.  She  has  served  on 
the  Executive  Committee  since  1987  and  became 
President  in  1993. 

On  the  local  level,  Hortense  is  a  member  and 
past  president  of  the  Magic  Knight  African  Violet 
Society,  the  San  Antonio  AV  Council,  the  Central  Texas 
Judges  Council,  and  the  Lone  Star  AVS.  She  is  also  a 
member  and  has  served  as  a  director  for  the  Dixie  AVS. 

During  her  years  on  the  Executive  Committee, 
Hortense  has  traveled  extensively  to  represent  AVSA.  In 
addition  to  making  several  trips  to  the  AVSA  Office  in 
Beaumont,  Hortense  has  attended  several  pre¬ 
convention  conferences  through  the  last  several  years, 
has  attended  various  regional  council  shows,  and  has 
done  programs  all  across  the  country.  Hortense  has 
been  instrumental  in  working  with  the  Office  Manager 
and  Editor  through  several  transitions  in  the  last  few 
years.  Early  in  her  term,  Hortense  had  the  privilege  of 
serving  as  President  when  the  African  Violet  Stamp  was 
released  by  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  and  was  a  member  of 
the  platform  party  at  the  First  Day  of  Issue  ceremonies 
in  Beaumont  in  1993. 


HUDSON  MEMORIAL  AWARD 
SYLVIA  SAALMANS 
TORONTO,  CANADA 


In  recognition  for  outstanding  service  to  her 
local  affiliates.  The  Hudson  Memorial  Award  goes  to 
Sylvia  Saalmans.  Sylvia  is  a  member  of  several  affiliates 
and  councils  in  addition  to  AVSA. 

Sylvia’s  first  involvement  in  the  African  violet 
world  was  in  1969,  when  she  became  a  member  of  the 
Toronto  AVS.  She  has  since  served  as  President  of  the 
Toronto  AVS  and  was  responsible  for  that  group’s 
affiliation  with  AVSA. 

In  1970,  Sylvia  founded  the  Lakeshore  African 
Violet  Society  with  9  members.  She  has  served  on  the 
Executive  Committee  for  25  years.  During  that  time, 
Sylvia  has  been  instrumental  in  providing  innovative 
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and  interesting  programs  to  maintain  the  interest  and 
fulfill  the  needs  of  the  members.  As  the  Lakeshore  AVS 
celebrates  its  25th  anniversary  this  year,  Sylvia  is 
serving  as  President  for  the  fourth  time.  Lakeshore 
membership  now  stands  at  forty,  including  ten  AVSA 
judges. 

In  1974,  Sylvia  arranged  the  first  AVSA  judging 
school  in  the  Toronto  area.  Five  years  later  she  helped 
organize  the  AVSA  Judges’  Council  of  Ontario  and 
served  as  the  group’s  first  Secretary-Treasurer.  Sylvia  is 
now  serving  her  second  term  as  President  of  the  Judges’ 
Council. 

On  the  national  level,  Sylvia  has  been  active  in 
the  African  Violet  Society  of  Canada,  having  served  as 
Librarian,  Director,  and  President.  She  is  currently 
Chairman  of  Public  Relations  and  is  a  columnist  for  the 
“Miniature  Corner”  for  Chatter,  the  magazine  of  the 
African  Violet  Society  of  Canada.  Sylvia  also  has  been 
actively  involved  with  three  AVSC  Conventions  in  the 
Toronto  area,  most  recently  in  1993  when  she 
organized  the  hands-on  Design  Workshop. 

Sylvia  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  since  1971 
when  she  attended  her  first  AVSA  convention.  Through 
the  years,  Sylvia  has  attended  nine  AVSA  conventions 
and  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  AVSA  as 
international  representative  from  1980  to  1983. 


HONORARY  ONi-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 
AWARD 

J.R.(SUNDOWN)  PITTMAN 
BAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS 


In  recognition  for  service  to  AVSA,  the 
Honorary  One-Year  Membership  Award  is  presented  to 
J.R.  (Sundown)  Pittman. 

Sundown  has  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
Commercial  Sales  and  Exhibits  Committee  since  1987. 
From  1982  through  1993,  he  compiled  and  narrated 
the  AVSA  New  Cultivar  Slide  Program  at  conventions. 
Sundown  has  also  served  on  the  Bylaws  Committee 
since  1987  and  was  Chairman  of  the  committee  two 
years.  He  has  also  served  on  the  Nominating 
Committee.  Sundown  is  a  Commercial  Member  and  a 
Senior  Judge. 

On  the  local  and  regional  levels.  Sundown  is  a 
member  of  the  Magic  Knight  AVS,  Central  Texas  Judges 
Council,  Lone  Star  AV  Council,  San  Antonio  AV  Council, 
and  Dixie  AVS.  Sundown  has  worked  with  the  First 
Monterey  Society  of  Mexico  and  was  instrumental  in 
the  planning  for  their  first  AVSA  show.  In  addition,  he 
has  done  countless  programs  for  affiliate  clubs 
throughout  Texas  and  around  the  country. 

In  1986,  Sundown  received  the  AVSA  Bronze 
Medal  for  Horticultural  Perfection  with  his  wife, 
Hortense.  In  addition.  Sundown  received  the  Hudson 
Award  for  Affiliate  Leadership  in  1991. 


HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 
AWARD 

JANEREXILIUS 
HOUSTON.  TEXAS 


In  recognition  for  service  to  AVSA,  the 
Honorary  One-Year  Membership  Award  is  presented  to 
Jane  Rexilius. 

Jane  has  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
Publications  Committee  since  1989,  During  this  time, 
she  has  worked  closely  with  the  Editor  and  President  to 
appoint  several  new  columnists  for  the  African  Violet 
Magazine.  Jane  has  also  worked  closely  with  the 
professional  photographer  at  the  convention  shows  to 
assist  with  photographs  for  the  magazine.  During  the 
last  year,  Jane  has  worked  diligently  through  the  two 
changes  in  editor  and  continues  to  work  closely  with 
the  present  editor. 

Jane  has  also  served  on  the  Commercial  Sales 
and  Exhibits  Committee  since  1987  and  has  served  on 
the  Nominating  Committee.  Jane  is  a  Life  Member  and  a 
Senior  judge. 

On  the  local  and  regional  levels,  Jane  is  a 
member  of  the  Spring  Branch  AVS,  the  African  Violet 
Study  Club  of  Houston,  the  Bay  Area  Gesneriad  Society, 
Central  Texas  Judges  Council,  Lone  Star  AV  Council,  and 
Dixie  AVS.  She  is  a  past  President  of  the  AV  Study  Club 
of  Houston  and  currently  serves  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Lone  Star  AV  Council.  An  expert  designer,  Jane  has  won 
many  awards  for  Best  Design. 


HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 
AWARD 

JUDIE  LALANNE 
ENGLEWOOD,  COLORADO 


In  recognition  for  serving  as  Convention  Show 
Chairman  for  the  Denver  1994  AVSA  Convention,  the 
Honorary  One-Year  Membership  Award  is  presented  to 
Judie  Lalanne.  Judie  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  for 
nine  years. 

Judie  is  a  member  and  past  President  of  the 
African  Violet  Society  of  Denver  Chapter  1 .  She  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  African  Violet  Council. 


HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 
AWARD 

DEBBIE  GRIFFITH 
LAKEWOOD,  COLORADO 


In  recognition  for  serving  as  Convention 
Chairman  for  the  Denver  1994  AVSA  Convention,  the 
Honorary  One-Year  Membership  Award  is  presented  to 
Debbie  Griffith.  Debbie  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  for 
1 7  years  and  is  a  judge. 

On  the  local  level,  Debbie  is  a  member  of  the 
Rocky  Potters  and  has  held  several  offices  in  that 
organization.  Regionally,  she  is  a  member  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  AV  Council  and  has  served  as  President  and 
newsletter  editor.  For  AVSA,  Debbie  has  served  as  a 
Director  and  as  a  member  of  the  AVSA  Convention, 
Advertising,  Publications,  and  International  Committees. 
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J.R.  and  Hortense  Pittman 


Charles  and  Esther  Edwards  Wells 


Joe  Stein 


Donna  Johnson,  Anna  Buckle,  Margaret  Condit 


Mary  and  Don  Blancher 


Janet  Riemer,  Frank  Tlnari 


Lynn  Lombard 


Shirley  Lumpkin  and  Jo  Ellen  Corley 


Marion  Hamtil,  Nancy  Willets,  Floretta  Willets 


Beth  and  David  Buttram 
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Willie  McAlpin  and  Joe  Schulz 


Ruth  Warren,  Ruth  Goeke 


Meredith  Hall,  Cindy  Chatelain,  Emilie  Savage 


Anne  Tinari  and  Diantha  Buell 


J.R.  “Sundown” Pittman  and 
.  L.  T  Ozio,  Jr. 


Dr.  Ralph  “Rob” 
Robinson 
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Barbara  Elkin,  Lucille  Woolever,  Margaret  Schmierer, 

Amy  Lackner,  Delores  Paron  Ruth  Longmire 


Marilyn  Evensen,  Nancy  Amelung 
Magaret  Kline 


Hortense  Pittman,  Joan  and  Colin  Halford 


Toni  and  Ralph  Breden 


Bill  Poster 
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AVSA  HONOR  ROLL  OF 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS  =i-r 


1983 

Abigail  Adams  #3226  (Fredette) 
Beginner’s  Luck  #2803  (Pritchet) 

Cat’s  Meow  #3238  (Swift) 

Celine  #3188  (Maas) 

Dardevil  (Burton) 

Dyn-O-Mite  #3440  (Lyon) 

Gr.  Cameo  Queen  #3863  (Granger) 

Gr.  White  Cockatoo  #3417  (Granger) 

Pixie  Pink  #2599  (Lyon) 

Red  Wow  (Lyon) 

Sunlit  Sugar  Plum  #4599  (Scott) 

1984 

Betcha  #3144  (Swift) 

China  Pink  #3429  (Fredette) 

Chris  (Maas) 

Optimara  Colorado  #3152  (Holtkamp) 
Coral  Radiance  #3672  (Lyon) 

Dear  Ellie  #3439  (Lyon) 

Gr.  Wonderland  #3419  (Granger) 

Ms.  Pretty  #5225  (Anderson) 

Sammye  Ballard  #3563  (Granger) 

Sanibel  #3377  (Leary) 

Silver  Lining  #3629  (Fredette) 

Snowy  Trail  #3678  (Lyon) 

Sparkle  Plenty  #2786  (Egenites) 

Tiger  #3433  (Fredette) 

Wanderlust  #3786  (Granger) 

Verna  Lynn  (Fredette) 

1985 

Autumn  Honey  #4462  (Groeneman) 
Black  Ace  #354 1  (Nadeau) 

Cherry  Frosting  #4333  (Fredette) 

Disco  Dazzler  #3909  (Lyon) 

Gr.  Carnival  #4298  (Gr.  Gardens) 

Gr.  Heart’s  Desire  #3407  (Gr.  Gardens) 
Irish  Angel  #4504  (Annalee) 

Kristi  Marie  #3914  (Lyon) 

Polly  Doodle  #4339  (Fredette) 

Rhap.  Barbara  #6979  (Holtkamp) 
Something  Special  #3668  (Nadeau) 

Splish  Splash  n/r  (Lyon) 

Spring  Fling  #3553  (Nadeau) 

Sundown  #3598  (Utz) 

Swamp  Fever  #4046  (Sisk) 

1986 

Chris  Leppard  #4636  (Maas) 

Dominique  #4345  (Fredette) 

Fisher’s  Leone  #4540  (E.  Fisher) 

Lady  Baltimore  #4337  (Fredette) 

Love  Bug  #4513  (Lyon) 

Marie  Knoblock  #4042  (Sisk) 

Optimara  Nevada  #6964  (Holtkamp) 
Optimara  New  Mexico  #6583  (Holtomp) 
Snuggles  #5018  (Lyon) 

Spanish  Moss  #4045  (Sisk) 

1987 

Fisherman’s  Paradise  #4843  (Sisk) 


Gr.  Desert  Dawn  #4050  (Eyerdom) 

Optimara  Hawaii  #6558  (Holtkamp) 

Happy  Cricket  #5726  (Hollada) 

Interlude  #4935  (Gr.  Gardens) 

Ms.  Pretty  #5225  (Anderson) 

Winnergreen  #4693  (Pittman) 

1988 

Camelot  Pink  #4293  (H.  Eyerdom) 

Cactus  Rose  #4147  (Fredette) 

Crystallaire  #4295  (H.  Eyerdom) 

Glittersweet  #443 1  (Fredette) 

Gr.  Valencia  #4051  (Granger) 

Kingwood  Red  #4308  (H.  Eyerdom) 

Summer  Lightning  #5023  (Lyon) 

Trail  Along  N/R  (Lyon) 

Vibrant  Val  #39 1 8  (Lyon) 

1989 

Anna  Kreeck  #5784  (Trent) 

Big  Bird  #5155  (Fredette) 

Christmas  Candy-0  #5032  (Groeneman) 

Columbia  #5450  (Eyerdom) 

Dumplin  #3931  (Swift) 

Fairy  Queen  N/R  (Fisher) 

Kiwi  Dazzle  #5888  (Snell) 

Mauna  Loa  #5336  (Eyerdom) 

Optimara  Alabama  #6542  (Holtkamp) 

Splendiferous  #5813  (Whitaker) 

Wrangler’s  Dixie  Celebration  #4490  (Smith) 

1990 

Boca  Grande  #5112  (S.  Williams) 

Emilie  Savage  #5445  (Eyerdom) 

Frances  Young  #5890  (Pittman) 

Hart’s  Snow  White  #5590  (A.  Hart) 

Melodie  Kimi  n/r  (Sunnyside) 

Ming  Blue  #5823  (Eyerdom) 

Pay  Dirt  #4988  (P.Tracey) 

Wrangler’s  Jealous  Heart  #6225  (W.  Smith) 

Wrangler’s  Pink  Patches  #6230  (W.  Smith) 

1991 

China  Pink  #6434  (Fredette) 

Mickey  Mouse  n/r  (Inpijn) 

Nortex’s  Snowfrill  Haven  #6045  (Johnson) 

Nortex’s  Snowkist  Haven  #6046  (Johnson) 

Optimara  Hawaii  #6558  (Holtkamp) 

Precious  Pink  #6025  (Pittman) 

Snow  Rose  #5985  (Whitaker) 

1992 

Dancin’  Trail  #5565  (Sorano) 

Falling  Snow  n/r  (Tracey) 

Fickle  Flirt  #6738  (Sorano) 

1993 

Little  Pro  #6637  (Pittman) 

1994 

Optimara  Rose  Quartz  #6969  (Holtkamp) 

To  be  in  the  Honor  Roll  of  African  Violets,  a  variety 
must  have  appeared  on  the  Best  Varieties  list for  Jive 
consecutive  years. 
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by  Carolee  Carter 
Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL 


A  lot  of  us  have  been  taking  advantage  of  the 
wonderful  change  in  our  weather  by  opening  up  our 
windows.  We  finally  opened  up  our  house  to  the  gentle 
Florida  breezes,  and,  as  a  result,  guess  whom  we  invited 
to  dinner  again— why  good  ole  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrips. 

Now  wait  just  a  minute— I  just  did  a  three  week 
stint  with  ole  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrips  about  a  month-and-a- 
half  ago.  Not  again!  With  Clive  at  my  side,  we  managed 
to  spray  each  one  of  my  violets  with  Orthene  powder. 
Imagine  having  to  endure  such  comments  as  "how 
many  more  times  must  we  do  this?"  or  "why  can't  we 
just  spray  the  tops  of  the  plants?"  or  even  "will  this  ever 
end?"  He  helps  because  he  knows  if  he  doesn't.  I'll  have 
to  spend  more  time  in  my  "violet  room!" 

The  point  of  this  article,  however,  is  to  share  a 
word  of  caution  and  a  few  tips.  Remember,  by  virtue  of 
their  size,  thrips  can  enter  your  homes  through  vents, 
window  or  door  screens;  on  new  violet  plants;  other 
plants  or  fresh  flowers  you  bring  into  the  house;  and 
yes,  on  you  and  your  pets.  If  you  go  in  and  out  of  your 
house  often,  or  if  you're  like  me  and  have  a  household 
full  of  pets  who  are  also  in  and  out  of  the  house,  you 
can  be  certain  that  thrips  are  probably  hitching  a  ride  on 
anything  that  moves. 

Why  are  these  pests  so  insidious?  Once  they've 
invaded  your  house,  you're  in  trouble.  Here  are  a  few 
facts  you  may  not  know: 

•  Reproduction  occurs  with  or  without  mating  - 
just  think  of  the  possibility! 

•  Each  female  lays  from  50  to  200  eggs,  which 
hatch  in  a  few  days  into  larvae.  The  larvae 
begin  to  feed  immediately  upon  the  pollen  and 
tissue  of  your  plants  and  reach  their  full 
growth  in  7-10  days.  Their  life  cycle  is  about 
2  weeks. 

•  While  95%  of  the  thrips  live  in  your  plants 
pollen  sacs,  don't  forget  that  the  remaining  5% 
are  lurking  in  the  soil,  on  top  and  underneath 
the  leaves. 

What  are  the  signs? 

Most  of  us  already  know  that  the  best  way  to 
search  for  thrips  is  to  tap  the  blossom  and  see  if 
anything  scurries  out  of  the  pollen  sacs.  That's  an 
immediate  sign!  Thrips  love  to  scurry  out  of  the  petal's 
edge  and  then  zip  underneath  the  petal  and  hide.  You 
should  also  already  know  that  if  you  see  pollen  grains 
on  the  petals  of  your  violets,  it's  sure  to  mean  that  thrips 
are  present.  They  may  not  be  scurrying,  but  they're 
there  just  the  same. 

Did  you  also  know,  however,  that  other  signs  of 


thrips  invasion  are  blotches  or  streaks  on  the  petals  as 
well  as  deformed  and  undersized  blossoms? 
Unfortunately,  by  the  time  this  happens,  the  thrips  have 
a  good  head  start  on  you. 

How  do  I  control  them? 

The  key  here  is  early  detection.  If  you're  lucky, 
you  can  establish  control  with  one  application  of  one  of 
the  recommended  insecticides  —  Orthene  powder, 
PT1300  Orthene  spray,  Cygon  2E,  Raid's  House  & 
Garden  Spray,  Malathion  are  just  a  few.  However,  you 
must  remember  that  many  of  these  products  min  the 
blossoms,  meaning  you  can't  use  it  prior  to  a  show. 

I've  found  that  Orthene  powder  is  one  product 
that  doesn't  ruin  blossoms  (available  through  many 
mail-order  greenhouse  catalogs).  Mix  1 /8-teaspoon  to 
1-pint  of  warm  water.  Spray  both  upper  and  lower 
leaves  and  allow  the  spray  to  drip  into  the  soil.  Spray 
three  times  at  a  5-7  day  interval.  Then  be  diligent  in 
checking  each  new  blossom  that  appears. 

If  the  infestation  is  well  established,  you  must 
take  more  drastic  measures  because  of  the  difficulty  in 
getting  control.  But,  remember  the  unknown  facts  listed 
above.  The  sheer  numbers  of  thrips  which  can  be 
established  in  a  short  period  of  time  has  to  be  respected. 
Not  only  are  they  evident  in  the  blossoms  at  adult  stage, 
but  beyond  your  sight,  hundreds  of  eggs  are  being 
deposited  in  the  tender  plant  tissue  of  your  plants.  These 
eggs  are  not  exposed  to  the  insecticide  which  you've  just 
sprayed  on  your  plants,  and  they  will  most  likely  hatch 
after  the  insecticide's  residue  has  diminished  to  the  point 
of  ineffectiveness.  Last,  consider  how  many  of  the  thrips 
have  dropped  to  the  soil  to  develop.  When  this  happens, 
you'll  find  them  not  only  in  your  soil,  but  in  the  trays, 
under  and  on  top  of  capillary  mats  and  wicking  material, 
and  even  on  the  floor. 

Which  brings  me  to  the  question  of  disbudding. 
While  some  feel  they  can  control  a  light  infestation  of 
thrips  by  not  disbudding  and  just  spraying  (and 
praying).  I'll  put  it  this  way  —  since  the  blossoms  are 
food  for  thrips,  doesn't  it  make  sense  to  eliminate  the 
restaurant? 

I'll  leave  you  with  this  thought  —  if  you  don't 
kill  every  thrips  in  your  collection,  those  who  were  just 
slightly  exposed  to  your  chosen  treatment  will  reproduce 
a  strain  that  is  just  ever  so  much  more  resistant  to 
eradication.  You'll  then  have  to  call  on  the  Terminator. 
The  thrips  will  be  gone,  but  the  remains  of  your  house 
will  never  be  the  same! 

Reprinted from  "The  Violet  Voice" 

Publication  of  the  Violet  Patch  of  South  Florida 


24  African  Violet  Magazine 


July  •  August  1995 


OPTI  MARA 

African  Violets  and  Plantcare  Products 


To  purchase  or  receive  information  on  the  entire  Optimara  line  of  African  Violets 
and  Plantcare  Products,  contact  one  of  these  AVSA-supporting  Distributors: 


Big  Sky  Violets 

10678  Schoolhouse  Lane 
Moiese,  MT  59824 
406/644-2296 


Pleasant  Hill  African  Violets 

Route  1 ,  Box  73 
Brenham,  TX  77833 
409/836-9736 


Tinari  Greenhouses 

2325  Valley  Road 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006 
215/947-0144 


Cape  Cod  Violetry 

28  Minot  Street 

Falmouth,  MA  02540 
508/548-2798 


Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

P.O.  Box  78398 
Nashville,  TN  37207-8398 


Violets  By  Appointment 

45  Third  Street 
W.  Sayville,  NY  11796 
516/589-2724 


Innis  Violets 

8  Maddison  Lane 
Lynnfield,  MA  01940 
617/334-6679 


Teas  Nursery 

RO.  Box  1603 
Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 
713/664-4400 


Optimara  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Hermann  Holtkamp,  K.G.,  Germany.  Holtkamp  Greenhouses  USA,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37207 


by  Peggy  Payne 
Halls ville,  MO 


Sooner  or  later,  African  Violet  growers  run  into 
trouble  with  their  plants.  I  know  that  I  have 
encountered  most  of  the  common  problems-foliar 
mealybug,  mites,  thrips,  even  scale,  and  of  course 
that  common  killer,  over-watering. 

Over  the  years  I  have  developed  methods  for 
dealing  with  these  and  have  built  up  an  arsenal  to 
treat  these  problems. 

The  following  equipment  and  supplies  will  be 
necessary  or  helpful.  You  will  need  Q-tips,  a  trash 
can,  a  large,  clear  container,  small  plastic  squeeze 
bottles,  ordinary  plastic  sprayers,  and  sandwich  or 
other  plastic  bags. 

For  treating  plants,  you  will  need  ordinary 
rubbing  alcohol,  detergent— I  like  Ivory;  Orthene  for 
thrips.  Avid  for  mites,  Knox-Out  for  mealybugs.  A 
flexible  hose  which  will  attach  to  the  faucet  in  your 
sink.  A  strong  spray  of  lukewarm  water  will  dislodge 
many  insects  without  hurting  the  plants.  Also  put  a 
‘No-Pest’  strip  in  your  pharmacy. 

Now  become  a  plant  inspector.  Schedule  your 
work  time  so  that  you  do  only  one  shelf  or  section  at 
a  time.  This  will  allow  you  to  be  more  thorough.  I  try 
to  do  just  one  shelf  at  a  time.  Get  comfortable,  pull  a 
chair  up  to  a  TV  tray.  Take  plants  off  of  reservoirs  or 
out  of  trays  and  look  at  each  carefully.  Have  a  small 
cup  of  alcohol  and  a  Q-Hp  handy.  This  will  take  care 
of  early  foliar  mealybug  infestations,  and  save 
running  to  the  kitchen.  A  lot  of  times  foliar  mealybug 
is  localized  on  only  one  or  two  plants. 

If  you  have  soil  mealybugs,  you  will  find 
evidence  under  the  pots,  on  the  wicks,  or  on  the 
matting.  For  this  reason,  I  prefer  dark  matting  and 
wicks — they’re  more  easily  seen.  You  will  also  see 
them  floating  in  the  reservoirs.  But  a  lot  of  times 
there  is  other  debris  floating  in  reservoirs  as  well.  So 
their  presence  is  harder  to  determine. 

Look  at  the  point  where  leaves  join  the  plant  for 
masses  of  foliar  mealybugs  and  on  the  undersides  of 
leaves.  Foliar  mealybugs  are  conquerable  because 
they  are  fairly  evident  on  plants. 

Check  the  crown  for  evidence  of  mite  trouble- 
distorted  or  very  tight  centers,  bumpy  blooms  stalks, 
blackened  buds  underneath. 

A  condition  which  can  mimic  one  mite  symptom 
is  overfertilization,  particularly  if  your  winter  growing 
conditions  are  cool.  Please  use  1/8  teaspoon  of 
fertilizer  to  one  gallon  of  water  instead  of  1/4,  if  you 
constant  feed.  It  will  save  hard  centers  which  will 
take  months  to  correct.  If  you  have  a  warm  plant 
room,  your  plants  will  utilize  fertilizer  more 
effectively. 

Really  sick  plants  should  be  discarded — this  is 


where  the  waste  basket  comes  in. 

Avid  is  a  really  effective  remedy  for  mites.  It  does 
not  mark  leaves  or  spoil  blossoms.  It  is  expensive.  I 
persuaded  our  club  to  order  it  from  Hummerts’  in  St. 
Louis,  and  then  we  divided  it  up.  This  is  where  the 
little  plastic  squeeze  bottles  come  in  handy.  They  can 
go  to  meetings  where  the  insecticide  is  measured  out. 
Then  the  plastic  stores  it  safely. 

Look  at  your  plant  carefully  for  other  symptoms 
or  trouble.  Drooping  leaves  may  indicate  that  the  root 
system  is  poor.  Take  the  plant  out  of  the  pot  and 
look.  If  the  root  system  is  really  stressed,  pot  it  down 
one  size.  I  have  found  that  it  is  helpful  to  makes  V’s 
at  the  side  of  the  root  ball  and  put  in  large  chunk 
vermiculite.  Roots  usually  grow  out  horizontally 
before  they  reach  the  bottom  of  the  pot;  the  little 
wells  of  vermiculite  make  a  well  drained  spot  for 
roots  to  reach. 

Set  the  potted  plant  on  top  of  its  reservoir  with  its 
wick  out  of  the  water,  pop  a  sandwich  bag  on  top  of 
the  plant  (or  a  larger  bag  if  the  plant  is  bigger)  and 
be  surprised  at  how  fast  it  recuperates.  This  is  my 
favorite  way  to  treat  a  gangly  trailer,  which  I  have 
cut  off  and  potted. 

Hopefully,  when  you  are  checking  your  plants 
you  won’t  find  any  sign  of  thrips.  I  would  rather 
have  anything  else  .  You  can  discard  other  infested 
plants.  Thrips  are  likely  to  be  on  every  blooming 
plant,  if  you  find  any  sign  at  all.  Spot  check  dark 
blooms— blue  or  fuchsia.  The  signs  are  easier  to  see. 
Pollen  spills  — that  bright  yellow  stuff—  shows  up  on 
the  dark  colored  blooms. 

When  I  bring  new  plants  home  or  plants  home 
from  a  show,  I  always  disbud  them.  I  place  them 
inside  a  garbage  bag  with  a  ‘No-Pesf  strip  and  leave 
for  several  hours.  I  have  seen  thrips  cavorting  on 
plants  in  the  sales  rooms  of  commercial  growers. 

At  our  spring  show  last  year,  the  mall  plants 
were  heavily  infested  with  foliar  mealybug. 

Start  plants  from  leaves,  don’t  buy  bags  or 
potting  medium  which  have  broken  open.  When  you 
spray  plants,  treat  them  as  though  they  do  have  the 
pest  you  are  spraying  for  and  take  them  through  the 
twenty  one  day  cycle.  Wet  soil  as  well  as  plant. 

Always  isolate  plants  for  at  least  six  weeks  if 
possible.  This  is  where  clear  containers  are  very 
useful. 

These  methods  will  work  for  your  other 
gesneriads  as  well  as  African  violets. 

Prevention  is  best,  but  if  you  do  encounter  a 
problem,  don’t  despair.  Become  a  plant  doctor  and 
find  your  own  prescription  for  the  problem. 
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“THAT  FIGHTING  SPIRIT"  continued  from  page  7 

Often  it  tends  to  sucker  more  than  usual,  and  faithfully 
removing  the  developing  suckers  seems  to  increase  the 
plant’s  growth  energy  even  more.  It  is  generally  six  to 
eight  weeks  from  the  end  of  disbudding  to  full  bloom. 
Many  times  a  plant  will  have  doubled  its  number  of  bud 
stems  and  maximized  the  number  of  buds  per  stem,  all  In 
an  effort  to  fight  off  the  foe  that  was  keeping  it  from 
blooming.  A  healthy  heavy-blooming  show  plant  is 
beautiful  almost  beyond  words. 

A  totally  different  technique  is  used  by  growers  of 
trailing  African  violets.  A  trailing  plant  often  is  set  in  the 
center  of  a  broad  shallow  pot.  The  main  crown  is  pinched 
out  to  produce  multiple  suckers  and  thus  more  crowns. 
Each  new  developing  crown  is  then  pinched  to  get 
branching  crowns  and  on  and  on.  The  crowns  are 
carefully  positioned  to  spread  across  the  pot.  After  several 
months  of  work,  the  trailer  will  have  a  beautiful  form  and 
will  cover  the  entire  pot  with  foliage  and  bloom. 

Growers  who  love  the  beautiful  striped  blossoms  of 
chimera  plants  take  advantage  of  induced  suckering  in 
order  to  propagate  plants  that  will  bloom  true,  since 
chimeras  do  not  come  true  from  leaf  cuttings.  Crowning 
out,  or  removing  the  main  crown,  can  produce  numerous 
suckers  which  can  then  be  rooted  to  produce  true- 
blooming  chimera  plants. 

Sometimes  an  earth-shaking  experience,  rather  than 
doing  a  violet  in,  might  actually  nudge  it  along  in  a 
helpfol  way.  We  have  discovered  that  a  violet  that  seems 
reluctant  to  bloom  will  often  finally  set  buds  after  having 
its  roots  played  with.  This  amounts  to  taking  the  plant 
out  of  its  pot,  squeezing  and  disturbing  the  roots  a  bit 
and  then  putting  it  back  into  the  original  pot.  Maybe  the 
threat  to  the  root  system  somehow  activates  that  fighting 
spirit! 


Even  putting  down  a  leaf  cutting  or  a  sucker  is  taking 
advantage  of  a  violet’s  desire  to  fight  back  and  grow. 
Severed  plant  tissue  reacts  by  growing  roots  to  supply 
itself  with  water,  and  having  done  that,  then  develops 
new  foliage  growth.  Given  the  right  circumstances  of 
humidity,  soil,  and  temperature,  a  plant  can  survive  the 
crudest  blows  and  live  to  bloom  again. 

A  LOSING  BATTLE 

There  is  one  battle  that  violets  will  nearly  always  lose 
—  contending  with  too  much  water.  Violets  are  far  more 
likely  to  survive  drought  than  flood.  This  is  partly 
because  of  the  presence  of  rot-producing  fungi  and  partly 
because  of  the  lack  of  air  around  the  roots.  The  damage 
that  results  is  almost  always  irreversible.  Nature  placed 
the  saintpaulia  species  high  on  rocks  to  be  sure  that  water 
could  not  overwhelm  them,  and  wise  growers  will  take 
equally  cautious  measures  to  protect  their  plants. 

FIND  THE  STRENGTHS 

Some  growers  are  always  a  little  afraid  of  killing  their 
violets.  They  may  be  hesitant  to  handle  their  plants  much 
or  to  do  anything  other  than  offering  them  a  little  light 
and  water.  If  you  should  feel  that  way,  be  aware  that 
nature  built  some  mighty  fine  toughness  into  these  little 
plants.  That  toughness  not  only  keeps  African  violets 
alive  when  conditions  aren’t  perfect— it  also  gives  violets 
inner  strength  to  thrive  and  bloom  beyond  all  expectation 
when  conditions  are  favorable.  Like  good  athletes,  they 
may  not  meet  their  potential  until  they  are  challenged  a 
bit. 

Challenge  yourself  and  your  violets  to  new  heights! 


It’s  time  to  start  planning  for  Atlanta, 
1996.  The  Georgia  State  African  Violet  Council 
proudly  invites  you  to  attend  the  50th 
anniversary  celebration  of  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  America, “Golden  Years  With 
Violets”. 

The  first  AVSA  meeting  was  held  in 
Atlanta  at  Hastings  Garden  Center  and  it  is  still 


in  the  same  location  today.  The  Convention 
Chairman  and  all  her  commitees  are  planning 
many  exciting  things  to  celebrate  the  milestone 
of  AVSA. 

As  Atlanta  looks  toward  the  1996 
Olympic  Games,  the  city  has  had  a  complete 
redo  so  mark  your  calendar  to  see  Atlanta  at  its 
finest  and  join  the  celebration. 
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**Saintpaulia  Orbicularis  Purpurea** 

Best  Species 
Best  In  Class 
1995  National  Show 
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My  Mentor 


by  Sylvia  A.  Farnum.  PhD 
Lakeland,  MN 


Every  task  is  easier  if  you  know  how  to  do  it. 

I  The  African  violet  hobby  is  more  complex  than  we 
realize  when  we  get  our  first  plant.  Successful  growing  is 
combination  of  art  and  science.  What  do  we  need  to  get 
started?  We  need  a  MENTOR.  The  American  Heritage 
Dictionary  on  my  desk  defines  a  mentor  as  “a  wise  and 
trusted  counselor  or  teacher”.  I  was  very  lucky  to  have  a 
wise  mentor  help  me  start  growing  violets  and  I  would 
like  to  tell  you  about  her. 

My  mentor  has  been  available  to  answer 
questions  and  discuss  violets  at  all  times  of  the  day  or 
night  for  the  last  33  years.  She  gave  me  my  first  violets 
with  advice  on  how  to  start  growing  them.  She  has 
grown  violets  for  many  years  and  has  wonderful  plants. 
She  is  not  afraid  to  criticize  my  growing  techniques  and 
often  criticizes  the  size  of  my  collection  (it  is  too  big, 
ridiculous!).  Sometimes  she  praises  my  plant’s  beauty 
and  says  that  she  is  going  to  give  up  the  hobby  because 
she  just  can  not  grow  plants  that  nice!  Of  course,  she 
does  not  mean  it  because  her  plants  are  always 
gorgeous. 

I  would  like  to  digress  a  little  and  describe  the 
plants  she  gave  me  In  1961.  She  gave  me  a  single  blue. 
Blue  Boy,  a  double  white  with  pointed  leaves.  White 
Pride,  a  bicolor,  Boyce  Edens,  a  double  pink,  whose 
name  I  never  learned,  and  a  double  purple  with  very 
dark  girl  leaves  with  dark  red  backs.  We  called  the  double 
purple  plant  Mrs.  Z.  because  my  mentor’s  neighbor 

(named  Mrs.  Z - )  set  it  on  one  of  her  fence  posts  one 

day  and  yelled  my  mentor’s  name  loudly  until  she  came 
out  and  got  it.  What  a  wealth  of  color  and  beauty  those 
plants  brought!  I  can  still  see  each  of  them  in  my  mind, 
although  I  have  not  grown  them  for  many  years. 

Then  several  very  exciting  things  happened 
nearly  at  once.  My  husband  and  I  passed  a  charity  yard 
sale  at  the  college  YWCA  near  where  we  worked.  We 
stopped  to  browse  and  found  some  started  violet  plantlets 
for  sale.  They  were  wrapped  in  aluminum  foil  (it  was 
before  Baggies  were  invented).  I  spent  35  cents,  and 
took  home  plants  that  grew  into  beautiful  violets.  The 
flowers  were  pale  pink,  large  and  ruffled.  They  were 
known  at  our  house  as  YWCA  Pink.  I  grew  my  best  plant 


into  a  nice  shape  and  when  it  was  covered  with  flowers, 
I  displayed  it  in  the  living  room  on  the  coffee  table. 
Unfortunately,  it  was  pretty  much  destroyed  when  my 
husband  jerked  out  the  vacuum  cleaner  plug  by  the  cord 
and  it  whipped  past  the  plant  and  shredded  it!  Oh,  well 
....  an  opportunity  to  start  leaves  for  my  mentor  and 
more  for  my  collection.  Then  the  second  exciting  thing 
happened.  We  were  shopping  in  the  local  5  and  10  cent 
store  and  right  inside  the  door  we  found  a  display  of 
house  plants.  There  was  an  African  violet  in  the  display 
of  a  color  I  had  never  even  imagined.  It  was  a  plant  of 
Flash,  a  nice  raspberry  pink.  I  purchased  it,  took  it  home 
and  started  plantlets  to  share  with  my  mentor. 

Soon,  I  was  ready  to  mail  my  started  plants  to 
my  mentor  (who  lived  about  1900  miles  away).  I  was 
too  ignorant  to  remove  the  plants  from  their  pots  for 
mailing.  To  make  matters  worse,  I  had  planted  them 
carefully,  according  to  my  mentor’s  directions  in  clay 
pots!  Of  course,  I  packed  them  well,  but  disaster  could 
not  be  avoided.  My  mentor  unpacked  the  box,  when  it 
arrived,  and  found  violet  salad!  I  do  not  even  know  if  she 
could  find  pieces  of  leaves  large  enough  to  start.  She  was 
very  disappointed  in  me. 

My  mentor  and  I  lived  closer  together  after  a  few 
years  passed  and  we  managed  to  attend  two  conventions 
together.  One  was  in  Minneapolis  in  1973,  the  other  was 
in  Hartford,  Connecticut  in  1974.  We  took  the  train  from 
North  Dakota  (where  my  Mentor  lives,  and  where  we 
used  to  live)  to  Minneapolis  and  we  flew  to  Hartford. 
Both  of  those  trips  opened  new  vistas  in  violet  growing 
for  us. 

Of  course,  I  have  had  a  number  of  other  violet 
growers  inspire  and  teach  me  about  violets  over  the 
years,  but  none  has  had  the  energy,  the  staying  power, 
and  the  patience  of  my  mentor.  I  would  like  to  thank  her 
for  starting  me  in  a  hobby  which  I  have  loved  for  over 
33  years  and  for  all  of  the  other  things  she  has  done  for 
me.  My  mentor  is  my  mother,  Esther  Ebel,  of  Towner, 
North  Dakota. 
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Committees  of  the  African 
Violet  Society  of  America 

Janet  T  Riemer,  former  AVSA  Secretary 


Most  of  the  readers  of  this  magazine,  the  African 
Violet  Magazine,  are  also  members  of  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  America  (AVSA).  A  subscription  to  the 
magazine  is  a  benefit  of  membership.  Many  though, 
unless  they  attend  convention  or  belong  to  a  local 
affiliate,  have  little  contact  with  the  Society.  The 
purpose  of  this  article  is  to  inform  these  members  of  one 
aspect  of  the  Society,  the  various  committees. 

AVSA  is  served  by  two  types  of  committees,  standing 
committees  and  special  committees.  Standing 
committees  are  enumerated  in  the  AVSA  Bylaws  and 
their  chairmen  are  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
Throughout  the  year  these  chairmen  report  to  one  of 
the  vice  presidents  who  in  turn  report  to  the  president. 

Special  committees  are  created  either  for  a  very 
specific  purpose  or  for  a  limited  time  period.  The 
chairmen,  who  report  either  to  a  standing  committee 
chair,  or  to  an  officer,  are  not  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

All  committee  chairmen  are  appointed  by  the 
president  and  their  terms  coincide  with  that  of  the 
president.  Each  chairman  has  the  right  to  select  the 
members  of  his/her  committee,  with  the  guidance  and 
approval  of  the  president. 

Standing  Committees  (in  alphabetical  order) 

AVM  Advertising  -  The  chairman  of  this  committee 
is  the  Advertising  Manager.  She  is  responsible  for 
receiving  all  advertising  copy  and  forwarding  same  to 
the  editor  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine  in  time  to  meet 
publication  deadlines.  Members  of  the  committee  assist, 
particularly  in  soliciting  new  advertisers. 

Affiliate  -  The  chairman  is  responsible  for  affiliate 
promotion,  affiliate  show  awards,  and  mailing 
informative  material  to  affiliated  chapters. 

Awards  -  This  committee  is  responsible  for  all 
annual  AVSA  convention  show  awards  and  all 
individual  Society  awards.  The  chairman  gathers 
suggestions  for  awards  and  the  committee  votes  upon 
these  suggestions.  Some  of  the  most  prestigious  awards 


are  also  voted  upon  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Commercial  Activities  -  The  promotion  of  greater 
interest  in  the  African  violet  industry  for  the  betterment 
of  AVSA  is  the  primary  goal  of  this  committee.  Effort  is 
made  toward  creating  unity  among  the  commercial 
members. 

Commercial  Sales  and  Exhibits  -  This  committee 
is  most  active  during  convention  assisting  the 
commercial  members  in  both  sales  and  in  the  show 
room.  The  committee  also  assists  commercial  members 
in  promoting  and  improving  the  Society. 

Convention  -  The  planning  and  direction  of  all 
AVSA  conventions  are  the  responsibility  of  this 
committee  which  is  led  by  the  Convention  Director. 
Invitations  from  hosting  groups  are  received  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  voted  upon,  usually  several 
years  in  advance.  If  approved,  the  convention  director 
contacts  possible  sites  and  negotiates  with  hotel 
properties  to  obtain  a  location  that  meets  the  Society’s 
convention  needs.  The  committee  members  assist  in 
working  with  the  local  hosting  group  to  carry  out  a 
successful  convention. 

Finance  -  The  preparation  of  a  balanced  budget  is 
the  primary  responsibility  of  this  committee.  The  budget 
is  used  for  guidance  during  the  ensuing  year.  Other 
duties  include  assisting  the  treasurer  and  advising  on 
investment  matters. 

Library  -  This  committee’s  function  involves  the 
development,  maintenance,  and  promotion  of  the 
Society’s  library  materials  including  photographic  slide 
programs,  videos,  and  educational  packets.  Distribution 
of  the  materials,  upon  request  from  members,  is 
handled  by  the  Society’s  office  staff 

Master  List  of  Species  and  Cultivars  -  The 
primary  function  of  this  committee  is  the  compilation  of 
the  Master  List  of  Species  and  Cultivars,  formerly  the 
Master  Variety  List,  and  its  annual  supplements.  There 
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have  been  six  editions  of  this  publication  with  the  latest 
available  in  both  paper  form  and  on  computer  disk. 

Membership  and  Promotion  -  Expanding, 
developing,  and  promoting  the  Society  is  the  purpose  of 
this  important  committee.  Developing  ways  to  increase 
membership  worldwide  is  their  goal. 

Nominating  Committee  -  A  file  of  potential  officer 
and  director  candidates  is  maintained  by  this  committee. 
From  this  file  is  drawn  a  slate  of  officers  and/or  directors 
for  each  election. 

Plant  Registration  -  AVSA  is  responsible  for  the  reg¬ 
istration  of  the  genus  Saintpaulia.  This  committee 
ascertains  that  all  registrations  are  in  compliance  with 
the  International  Code  of  Nomenclature  for  Cultivated 
Plants. 

Publications  -  The  publication  of  the  African  Violet 
Magazine  and  other  literature  authorized  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  is  the  responsibility  of  this  committee.  The 
chairman  works  closely  with  the  editor  of  the  magazine 


to  ensure  timely  publication. 

Research  -  One  of  the  Society’s  primary  objectives  is 
research.  This  committee  reviews  applications  from 
academic  institutions  seeking  funding  for  the  study  of 
various  aspects  of  Saintpaulia.  The  applications  are  then 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  approval. 
Funding  is  provided  from  the  Boyce  Edens  Research 
Fund  which  was  established  specifically  for  that 
purpose. 

Shows  and  Judges  -  This  committee  is  responsible 
for  all  activities  related  to  shows,  judges,  teachers  and 
judging  schools.  Standards  of  judging  are  developed  by 
this  committee  and  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
Efforts  are  constantly  underway  to  ensure  that  judging 
is  as  fair  and  consistent  as  possible. 

Watch for  former  AVSA  Secretary,  Janet  Riemer’s, 
forthcoming  article  on  AVSA  special  committees. 


Em  Mamdfuy  ©/ 

JFMrn  Samam  MiMm  Wmmdm  Mmir 

by  Carolyn  Shaw 


There  never  was  a  job  to  big  or  a  task  that  seemed  to  small;  They’d  pitch 
right  in  to  get  things  done.  They  were  always  on  the  ball. 

These  two  ladies  could  be  found  at  conventions  and  judging  shows;  How 
many  they  attended  I  guess  no  one  really  knows. 

They  always  shared  their  knowledge  if  a  novice  had  a  problem;  All 
questions  answered  then  and  there,  would  always  help  to  solve  them. 

They  loved  their  African  violets,  they  cared  for  them  everyday;  And 
groomed  them  to  grow  big  and  beautiful,  each  in  its  own  special  way. 

They  graced  our  lives  with  smiles  and  fun,  they  brought  joy  to  one  and 
all;  And  we  were  lucky  to  know  them  till  they  answered  the  Master’s  call. 

How  sad  they  had  to  leave  us,  now  we  miss  them  very  much;  They  made 
the  world  a  nicer  place  with  their  gentle  loving  touch. 

And  so  dear  friends,  perhaps  we  all  will  meet  again  someday;  Where 
Flora  and  Hilda  grow  violet  plants  in  Gods  heaven  far  away. 
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Greatly  missed  by  all  their  friends  in  the  AFRICAN  VIOLET  CLUB  of 
LOWER  BUCKS  COUNTY. 


African  Violet  Magazine  3 1 


shy  Blue 

Best  In  Class 
1995  National  Show 

Exhibited  By:  Kathy  Lahti 
Hybridizer:  Sorano 
Photo  Credit:  Donna  Moses 


Red  Bandito 

Blue  Ribbon  Winner 
1995  National  Show 

Exhibited  By:  Hector  Becerra 
HybridizenPittman 
Photo  Credit:  Donna  Moses 
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ACA's  Red  Delight 

ACA's  Violet  Tree  of  Ontario,  Canada 
Display  Table 
1995  National  Show 
Hybridizer:  John  Brownlie 

Photo  Credit:  Donna  Moses 
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From 


by  Kyle  Coleman 
Ft.  Worth,  TX 


Since  my  collection  of  violets  was  all  standards,  I 
guess  it  was  just  a  matter  of  time  before  I  would  be  given 
the  semi/mini  challenge.  At  state  and  local  shows,  I  had 
always  shown  large  violets.  I  had  noticed  the  smaller 
violets,  but  never  paid  much  attention  to  them.  From  the 
way  many  people  talked,  these  little  plants  were 
notorious  for  foliage  gaps  and  few  blooms.  I  saw  several 
beautiful  semi’s  at  state  shows  (TX),  so  someone  knew 
how  to  grow  them.  At  a  my  local  club’s  show,  I  discussed 
this  with  one  of  our  local  experts,  and  she  informed  me 
that  they  were  much  more  difficult  to  grow  than 
standards.  Further,  she  asked  me  why  I,  as  an  AVSA 
Judge,  was  not  growing  any.  She  was  right  —  as  a  judge 
I  should  have  experience  with  semiminiatures  and 
miniatures,  and  1  would  never  understand  the  smaller 
violets  by  avoiding  them.  I  don’t  think  she  thought  of 
her  chastisement  as  a  challenge,  but  my  stubborn  nature 
is  good  at  finding  challenges. 

Are  the  petite  violets  really  more  difficult  to  grow 
than  standards?  I  had  to  find  out,  so  I  started  reading 
articles  on  them  and  studied  the  semiminiature/miniature 
lists.  I  also  studied  the  little  violets  at  other  local  shows 
that  spring.  By  October,  I  had  made  my  variety 
selections,  and  completed  my  shopping  at  the  Lone  Star 
African  Violet  Council’s  Fall  Convention  and  Show.  Five 
months  later  at  a  local  show,  I  won  my  first  best  of  show 
with  a  semi.  Counting  that  show  and  the  next  year’s 
show,  my  pee  wee  violets  accumulated  several  awards: 
two  best  of  shows  (both  plants  had  between  75  and  100 
blooms),  one  best  novel  container,  two  best  LSAVC 
collections,  two  best  variegates,  two  best  semi/mini's, 
and  one  best  AVSA  collection  (one  year  I  didn’t  enter  a 
semi/mini  AVSA  collection).  I  guess  the  answer  to  the 
question  is  obvious—  anybody  can  catch  a  fish  if  they 
know  how. 

Speaking  as  a  standard  grower  who  dabbles  in 
the  little  tikes,  the  petite  violets  were  not  very  different 
from  standards.  Even  though  there  was  one  important 
exception,  the  general  rule  to  remember  was  “keep  it  in 
proportion."  Semiminiatures  and  standards  are  propor¬ 
tionally  the  same:  big  violets  have  big  needs,  little  violets 
have  little  needs,  but  all  violets  need  their  share  of  food. 


matures 


water,  and  soil.  Even  when  it  comes  to  tender  loving  care 
or  starter  plant  selection,  care  for  your  violets  proportion¬ 
ally. 

Following  this  rule  of  proportion,  I  used  wicks  and  a 
constant  feed  fertilizer  to  provide  the  correct  amount  of 
food  and  water  to  my  violets.  With  my  help,  the  wicks 
allowed  the  plants  to  regulate  their  own  food  and  water. 
Since  wicks  work  to  replace  moisture  as  it  is  removed 
from  the  soil,  the  wicks  automatically  provided  more 
water  (and  therefore  more  food)  to  larger,  thirsty  plants 
and  less  to  smaller  plants.  To  put  a  plant  on  a  diet  or  to 
keep  a  small  plant  from  being  overfed,  I  used  a  smaller 
wick;  to  provide  a  food  supplement  for  a  hungry  plant,  I 
used  thicker  wicks  or  a  second  or  third  wick.  A  large 
standard  needed  several  wicks,  while  a  large  semimini 
needed  one  wick,  and  a  mini  needed  only  half  of  one.  To 
fine  tune  my  feeding,  I  adjusted  the  reservoir  height  — 
the  longer  the  distance  from  the  water  surface  to  the  pot, 
the  less  moist  the  soil  stayed.  When  the  soil  was  just  a 
little  too  dry,  I  kept  the  bottom  of  the  pot  closer  to  the 
water  surface  for  moister  soil. 

When  it  came  to  soil  and  pots,  the  1/3  rule 
helped  me  maintain  proportion.  The  pot  diameter  should 
be  about  1/3  the  diameter  of  the  leaf  span  of  the  plant, 
whether  large  or  small.  Since  semi/mini's  must  be  less 
than  8  inches,  their  pots  should  rarely  ever  exceed  2^/4 
inches.  Remember  to  gradually  pot  up  in  size,  and  don’t 
over  or  under  pot  your  plants. 

When  it  was  time  for  some  tender  loving  care  or 
grooming,  I  used  the  right  size  tool  for  the  job.  Small  jobs 
needed  small  tools,  and  large  jobs  needed  large  tools.  Just 
like  young  standards,  semiminiatures  need  small 
grooming  tools  such  as  leaf  supports,  scissors,  knives,  or 
brushes.  I  didn’t  use  a  small  paint  brush  to  groom  an 
entire  large  standard,  and  I  didn’t  use  a  large  brush  on 
my  miniatures.  Because  of  the  relatively  large  size  of  my 
hands  and  fingers,  tweezers  were  indispensable  for 
grooming  my  semi/mini’s.  I  discovered  that  semi’s  and 
mini’s  responded  very  well  to  “standard”  grooming 
techniques  such  as  disbudding.  By  disbudding,  foliage 
gaps  became  less  noticeable  or  disappeared  when  the 
plant  received  adequate  light  and  a  balanced  diet. 

One  of  the  keys  to  my  success  was  careful  starter 
plant  selection.  I  selected  only  superior  varieties  and 
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mostly  Texas  varieties.  (Luckily  enough,  we  Texans 
have  probably  the  best  semiminiature  hybridizer  in  the 
country  residing  in  San  Antonio:  Hortense  Pittman.)  I 
looked  for  AVSA  favorites,  Texas  favorites,  AVSA 
African  Violet  Honor  Roll  varieties,  and  local  show 
winners.  (I  also  stayed  away  from  notoriously  poor 
performers  —  with  the  availability  of  so  many  of 
Hortense’s  heavy-blooming  varieties,  why  settle  for 
poor  performers?)  At  shows,  I  looked  for  varieties  that 
were  heavy  bloomers  —  such  as  20  to  30  blooms  per 
stalk  for  standards,  10  to  15  blooms  per  stalk  for  semi’s 
and  5  to  10  blooms  per  stalk  for  miniatures.  When 
considering  a  purchase,  1  looked  for  desirable  traits  such 
as  general  health,  symmetrical  foliage,  and  well-formed 
leaves  and  stems.  Semi/mini  starter  plants  were 
generally  much  smaller  than  standard  starters,  but  this 
was  no  problem.  If  a  tiny  violet  didn’t  perform  well  for 
me,  generally  it  was  because  the  plant  was  too  mature 
when  I  purchased  it. 

There  was  only  one  major  exception  to  the 
proportion  rule:  light.  Smaller  plants,  regardless  of  size 
classification,  seemed  to  need  more  light  to  survive  or 
thrive.  In  my  experience,  young  standard  violets  needed 
more  light  than  mature  standards.  Mature  semiminia¬ 


tures  needed  more  light  than  mature  standards,  young 
semi’s  need  even  more,  and  so  on.  On  a  14  hour  cycle,  I 
kept  my  semi’s  about  1  inch  from  the  surface  of  a 
fluorescent  tube,  while  my  standards  were  about  2  to  4 
inches  from  the  tubes.  Using  the  inverse  square  law  of 
physics,  this  meant  that  the  semiminiatures  required  a 
light  intensity  that  was  about  four  to  sixteen  times  the 
intensity  required  by  the  standards! 

Even  though  semi’s  and  mini’s  require  more 
light,  I  tried  to  be  careful  about  abrupt  lighting  changes. 
Moving  a  plant  too  close  to  the  lights  might  burn  them 
if  the  plant  room  has  poor  ventilation  or  is  a  little  too 
warm.  Violets  can  be  damaged  by  too  much  light,  so  1 
tried  to  let  the  plants  tell  me  how  much  they  need. 
When  the  leaves  were  reaching  for  the  light,  generally 
they  needed  more  light.  When  the  new  growth  was  too 
tight  or  practically  all  the  leaves  were  firm  but  turning 
yellow,  I  gave  them  less  light.  In  considering  lighting, 
remember  moderation. 

In  my  opinion,  semiminiature  and  miniature 
violets  are  no  more  difficult  to  grow  than  standards.  1 
hope  this  article  will  encourage  more  growers  to 
consider  the  petite  violets  or  help  growers  produce 
higher  quality  plants. 


No  Plantlets. 


Have  you  ever  put  down  a  leaf  to  root  and 
months  later  it  still  has  not  grown  plantlets? 
Occasionally,  when  rooting  leaves,  you  will  find  a 
stubborn  leaf  that  just  refuses  to  cooperate  for  you 
and  does  not  produce  baby  plants.  The  leaf  will 
continue  to  be  green  and  lush  and  in  good  condition 

but  with  no  results. 
Sometimes  the  leaf  will  even 
continue  to  grow  in  size. 

A  mother  leaf  has 
food  and  energy  stored 
inside  it  and  many 
times  the  mother  leaf 
just  concentrates 
on  producing  roots 
instead  of 

plantlets.  To  help 
correct  this  growth 


by  Ruth  Goeke 

Brenham,  TX 


into  the  formation  of  baby  plants,  take  scissors  and 
cut  off  the  top  half  of  the  mother  leaf  This  will  not 
affect  the  leaf  and  should  help  force  it  to  begin 
forming  plantlets. 

Another  reason  a  mother  leaf  may  fail  to 
produce  babies  is  that  it  may  be  too  wet. 
Overwatering  prevents  air  circulation  and  oxygen 
from  being  available.  Keep  the  leaves  you  are 
propagating  evenly  moist  using  a  weak  fertilizer  and 
insure  they  are  getting  enough  light  and  warmth. 
Sometimes  if  the  leaves  are  kept  too  cool,  they  also 
will  not  send  up  babies. 

Growing  violets  and  their  related  cousins  is 
not  difficult;  they  tend  to  be  forgiving  of  our  neglect 
and  sooner  or  later  will  succumb  if  they  are  getting 
“too  much’’—  too  much  water,  too  much  fertilizer,  too 
much  light,  etc. 
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*'Meet  Me  at  Forest  Park  ** 

Best  In  Class 
Best  Dish  Garden 
Best  Container  Garden 
1995  National  Show 
Exhibited  By.  Jane  Rexilius 
Photo  Credit:  Donna  Moses 
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BACK  TO  BASICS 

with  Your  New  Crop  of  Violets 

by  Carolee  Carter 
Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL 


Well,  you  bought  a  dozen  plants  at  the  show. 
Or,  maybe  you  bought  some  of  our  more  experienced 
grower’s  plants  and  are  keeping  your  fingers  crossed 
that  they  will  forever  remain  in  the  same  condition. 
Whatever  the  case,  as  you  well  know  from  being  a 
member  of  this  society,  all  of  us  have  the  potential  to 
grow  show-quality  African  violets.  You  simply  must 
faithfully  follow  a  proven  regimen  of  care. 

As  most  of  us  have  come  to  realize,  there  are 
many  “expert”  ways  in  which  to  grow  those  perfect 
specimens.  You  just  need  to  experiment  to  find  the 
method  that  best  fits  your  own  environment  and  life 
style.  One  member’s  method  might  work  perfectly,  but 
match  it  to  your  schedule  and  environment,  and  it 
might  just  spell  disaster. 

So,  what  are  you  to  do?  First  of  all,  1  hope  you 
checked  the  plants  you  purchased  to  be  sure  they  are  as 
healthy  as  could  be.  Did  they  have  the  potential  of 
being  a  symmetrical  plant?  Were  there  many  blossoms 
all  standing  tall  on  sturdy  petioles?  Did  the  blossom 
have  good  color? 

Second,  and  though  it  is  hard  to  follow  this  mle, 
when  you  bring  those  pretty  new  plants  home,  you 
MUST  keep  all  of  your  new  plants  away  from  any 
others  in  your  collection.  Even  though  your  new  plant 
looks  healthy,  there  may  be  disaster  lurking  beneath 
those  leaves,  inside  those  blossom  petals,  or  deep  in  the 
soil  attached  to  the  root  ball.  A  good  five  or  six  weeks 
of  isolation  and  inspection  should  suffice  before  you 
introduce  your  new  “children”  to  your  other  family  of 
violets. 

There  are,  however,  several  things  that  you 
should  do  right  away.  Many  soil  recipes  are  used  by 
expert  growers,  but  simply  mix  together  a  gallon  each 
of  Canadian  peat  moss,  vermiculite  and  perlite,  add  8 
Tablespoons  of  dolomite  lime  and  1  cup  of  horticultural 
charcoal.  This  “soiless”  recipe  should  allow  the  roots 
enough  air  so  that  they  will  not  rot. 

When  repotting  the  plant,  place  it  in  the  center 
of  the  pot,  removing  any  baby  leaves  at  the  base  of  the 
plant. 

You  then  must  begin  to  develop  and  maintain 
the  habit  of  grooming  your  plant  at  least  weekly. 
Remove  discolored  leaves  and  faded  blossom  stalks  as 


they  occur.  Also,  forget  that  old  wives  tale  about  getting 
water  on  violet  leaves  and  give  your  violet  an 
occasional  sink  bath  with  tepid  water.  This  keeps  the 
pores  of  the  leaves  open.  Bmsh  away  any  dust  and  soil 
particles  on  the  leaves  with  a  small  paint  brush. 

Remove  those  suckers  (additional  plants  which 
begin  to  grow  on  the  sides  of  your  mother  plant)  as 
soon  as  they  appear,  or  that  nice  symmetry  that  you 
have  been  cultivating  will  quickly  disappear. 

And,  don’t  crowd  your  plants  close  together! 
Give  them  room  to  breathe  and  grow.  It’s  also  easier  for 
pests  to  migrate  from  plant  to  plant  if  the  leaves  are 
touching. 

One  of  most  important  factors  in  growing 
violets  is  adequate  light,  regardless  of  whether  you 
grow  them  in  natural  light  or  under  fluorescent  tubes.  In 
order  for  the  plants  to  produce  blooms,  it  must  have  12- 
1 4  hours  of  light  a  day  followed  by  at  least  eight  hours 
of  uninterrupted  darkness.  If  you  are  growing  on 
window  sills,  you  probably  know  that  you  also  must 
periodically  turn  the  plants  in  order  to  avoid  a  lopsided 
look.  Learn  to  recognize  your  plant’s  likes  and  dislikes. 
Place  plants  with  tall  leaves  reaching  for  the  light  on  the 
window  sill,  and  for  those  whose  leaves  show  a 
tendency  to  grow  downward,  set  them  further  back 
from  the  window. 

Equally  important  is  maintaining  balanced 
temperature  and  humidity.  Ideal  temperatures  are 
between  65-80  degrees  with  at  least  50%  humidity. 

As  your  plants  begin  to  develop,  you  must  repot 
as  necessary  to  eliminate  the  plant  forming  a  neck. 
Remember,  however,  that  violets  tend  to  prefer  being 
underpotted  rather  than  placed  in  too  large  a  pot,  in 
which  case  the  growth  is  retarded,  or,  because  there  is 
so  much  soil,  it  develops  root  rot  and  eventually  dies.  A 
good  rule  of  thumb  is  to  use  a  pot  that  is  no  wider  than 
l/3rd  the  width  of  the  plant. 

Feed  your  plants  regularly.  There  are  many 
good  fertilizers  available.  You  must  come  to  a  decision 
as  to  what  works  best  for  you.  There  are  various 
schools  of  thought:  whether  to  continuously  use  a 
fertilizer  specially  prepared  for  African  violets,  or  to 
couple  this  fertilizer  with  an  all-purpose  fertilizer  to 
stimulate  root  and  leaf  growth.  You  also  need  to 
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experiment  to  discover  whether  top  watering,  wick 
watering,  or  the  use  of  capillary  matting  works  best  for 
you.  And,  would  your  plants  benefit  from  an  occasional 
foliar  feeding? 

If  you  top  water,  water  when  the  soil  is  dry  to 
the  touch.  Don’t  let  the  plant  dry  several  days,  as  the 
roots  will  lose  their  ability  to  absorb  the  water.  If  you 
wick  the  pot  and  use  either  individual  tubs  or  capillary 
matting,  be  sure  and  use  less  fertilizer  because  the  plant 
is  being  constantly  fed.  If  you  are  wick  watering  or 
using  capillary  matting,  be  sure  and  run  tepid  water 
through  the  top  of  the  plant  once  a  month  or  so  to  flush 
out  any  accumulated  fertilizer  salts.  And,  if  you’re  foliar 
feeding,  don’t  do  it  constantly,  or  you’ll  wind  up  with 
lovely  plants  but  no  blossoms. 


Be  alert  and  notice  subtle  changes.  If  something 
seems  wrong,  call  a  fellow  club  member  for  advice,  or 
bring  the  plant  into  the  next  meeting  for  analysis.  The 
quicker  you  find  a  solution,  the  better  off  your  entire 
collection  will  be. 

There’s  no  reason  why  next  year  we  all  can’t 
enter  as  many  plants  as  our  top  growers.  Or,  if  we’re  just 
growing  to  please  ourselves,  no  reason  why  those  plants 
can’t  be  the  envy  of  all  who  view  them.  It’s  just  a  matter 
of  knowing  what  to  do. 

Reprinted  from  the  Violet  Patch 
of  Broward  County  Newsletter 


Red 


Leaves 

by  Barbara  Goodsell 
Glenview,  II 


There  are  some  varieties  of  African 
violets  being  sold  and  grown  with  the 
underside  leaf  coloration  called  red  reverse. 

Red  reverse  is  not  a  bright  red,  but 
more  of  a  wine  or  maroon  color.  The  novice 
grower  may  think  there  is  something  wrong 
with  the  plant  and  throw  it  away.  There  is 
nothing  wrong  with  a  plant  that  has  red  reverse 
leaves,  it  is  just  part  of  the  genetic  make  up  of 
that  variety. 

I  am  growing  Prides  Pink  Trail  in  a  5” 
bulb  pan.  It  has  a  wonderful  shape,  with  lots  of 
bloom.  Upon  a  closer  look,  1  found  that  the  leaf 
tips  are  a  very  dark,  dark  green,  while  the  rest 
of  the  leaf  is  a  normal  green.  I  took  the  plant  off 
the  stand  and  looked  at  the  underside  of  all  the 


leaves  and  discovered  that  all  the  tips  were  red 
reverse.  I  then  checked  the  seven  babies  I  was 
growing  of  Prides  Pink  Trail,  and  found  that  the 
entire  leaf  is  red  reverse.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
as  the  leaf  matures,  it  will  lose  most  of  the  red 
color,  with  the  only  remaining  red  on  the  tips. 

If  I  were  judging  a  show  and  found  a 
plant  with  the  tips  of  the  leaves  a  darker  color 
than  the  rest  of  the  leaves,  I  more  than  likely 
would  have  deducted  points,  as  I  knew  nothing 
about  red  reverse  tips  until  now. 

In  all  my  years  of  growing  African 
violets,  I  had  never  come  across  this  situation 
before.  The  world  of  African  violets  is  fickle  and 
funny.  We  can  always  learn  something  new,  no 
matter  how  long  we  have  been  growing. 
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VIOLETS 

lllong  the  Highwey 


Imagine  my  recent  surprise  at  finding  violets 
along  the  highway.  Not  Route  66,  but  the  Information 
Highway.  Thanks  to  Kathy  Law  in  San  Francisco,  I  was 
alerted  to  a  wonderful  source  of  information  on 
gesneriads  including  our  beloved  African  violets.  Kathy 
has  organized  a  mailgroup  on  Internet  that  is  based  on  a 
global  mailing  list  of  over  80  gesneriad  growers  from 
Australia,  Sweden  and  North  America. 

At  this  point  you  may  be  considering  turning 
the  page.  Many,  along  my  circle  of  violet  buggers,  are 
not  computer  literate.  Bear  with  me  and  perhaps  I  can 
convince  you  to  welcome  the  21st  century  by  joining 
the  millions  of  people  around  the  world  who  are 
recognizing  the  value  of  this  phenomenal 
communications  development. 

Kathy’s  mailgroup  is  found  on  Internet,  a  vast 
computer  network  linking  machines  the  world  over.  It  is 
estimated  that  30  million  people  are  plugged  in.  The 
most  popular  feature  is  electronic  mail.  E-mail  is  a 
message  or  computer  file  that  is  sent  from  one  user  to 
another  in  seconds. 

Internet  travellers  need  only  minimal  equipment 
to  get  rolling  down  the  I-way.  In  fact  all  you  need  is  a 
computer,  a  modem,  a  phone-line  and  communications 
software.  Virtually  any  computer  will  work.  That’s  one 
of  the  great  things  about  electronic  bulletin  boards  such 
as  commercial  on-line  services,  regional  systems  such  as 
FreeNet  and  the  global  network  of  networks,  Internet. 

You  don’t  need  a  powerful  state-of-the-art 
computer  to  do  this.  Your  brother-in-law's  cast-off  286 
will  do  just  fine.  All  that  matters  is  that  your  computer 
can  be  connected  to  a  modem.  Modems  are  devices  that 
allow  computers  to  communicate  over  phone  lines.  Any 
off-the-shelf  software  communications  program  will 
work. 

Why  bother?  Who  needs  it?  These  frequently 
asked  questions,  or  FAQs  to  Internet  users,  might  well 
be  asked.  Following  is  a  sample  of  what  I  have  learned 
in  the  few  weeks  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
mailgroup: 

Thanks  to  Al  Wojcik,  of  Dearborn,  Ml,  I  now 
know  how  to  recognize  the  Oriental  gesneriad,  known 
as,  Chirita  sinensis. 

Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  who  writes  the  "In  Search  of  New 
Violets"  column  in  the  AVSA  magazine,  "African  Violet", 
describes  his  experience  at  growing  African  Violet 
species,  and  asks  if  anyone  in  the  group  has  been  able 


by  Bill  Westbrook, 
Associate  Editor,  Chatter, 
The  Journal  of  the 
AVS  of  Canada 


to  get  S.  magungensis  occidentalis  to  bloom. 

David  Turley,  from  Fredericksburg,  VA  dropped 
by  to  share  a  recent  victory  in  the  battle  to  control  soil 
mealybugs.  Not  the  controversial  diatomaceous  earth, 
but  beneficial  nematodes. 

P.  Burke  from  Wisconsin  confirmed  David's 
experience  and  provided  the  name  of  a  supplier  of  these 
friendly  predators. 

Kathy  Law,  the  mailgroup  organizer,  supplied 
information  on  the  use  of  Dexol  granules  for  100% 
control  of  thrips. 

I  joined  the  group,  to  get  some  information  on 
the  new  CD-ROM  described  by  Lynn  Lombard  in  the 
September-October  issue  of  the  AVSA's  African  Violet 
magazine.  Imagine  having  up  to  250,000  pages  of 
information,  with  high  resolution  pictures  of  our  favorite 
house  plants  on  one  disk. 

Soon  after  posting  my  questions,  David  Turley 
was  able  to  supply  me  with  the  Internet  address  of  the 
National  Agricultural  Library,  who  is  producing  the  CD- 
ROM.  Imagine  my  delight  when  Pamela  Mason,  the 
National  Agricultural  Library  Project  Manager  for  the 
upcoming  AVSA  CD  joined  the  group.  She  told  us  that 
they  now,  officially,  have  a  cooperative  agreement  with 
the  AVSA  and  plan  on  issuing  the  disk  in  1996  for  the 
annual  meeting  in  Atlanta.  They  are  looking  for 
volunteers  who  have  e-mail  to  help  edit,  solicit  and 
otherwise  locate  material  for  inclusion  on  the  disk. 

This  is  for  me,  the  so  called  information 
highway  at  its  best.  I  can  see  the  day  when  a 
continuously  updated  Master  Variety  List  of  African 
Violets  will  be  available  on-line,  lype  in  the  name  of  a 
violet  and  get  a  complete  description  with  a  close  up 
picture  on  your  computer  screen.  It  is  a  tremendous  time 
consuming  undertaking,  because  of  the  size  of  the  data 
base,  but  it  will  no  doubt  be  possible  one  day.  Will  you 
be  ready  for  it? 

If  you  have  e-mail  capability  or  would  like  to  get 
it,  e-mail  me  at  billwest@hookup.net,  or  Norah  Otto  at 
otton@spot  •  Colorado  •  edu,  as  Norah  is  replacing 
Kathy  Law. 
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Know  how  t 

jL  V  The  Art  of  Giving  Demonstra 


The  setting  is  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  local 
AV  Club  attended  by  several  new  and  prospective 
members  who  are  still  ver-r-r-ry  nervous  with  their 
violets.  They  met  several  members  at  the  Club  Show  and 
Sale  and  they  are  here  to  find  out  what  they  can  learn 
from  this  group  of  “experts”  who  had  all  of  those 
gorgeous  plants  which  won  blue  and  purple  ribbons  at 
the  show.  For  these  nervous  novices,  a  broken  leaf  is  a 
crisis  and  they  just  ignore  those  turkey  necks  because 
they  might  kill  their  favorite  violet  that  was  given  to 
them  by  Great  Aunt  Gertie  several  years  and  many 
suckers  ago.  The  business  meeting  is  over  and  a  club 
member  invites  everyone  to  move  their  chairs  around  so 
they  can  all  see  the  table  where  she  has  this  beautiful 
show  plant  that  still  has  all  of  its  layers  of  foliage  and 
blossoms.  The  first  thing  she  does  is  start  to  remove 
those  lovely  outer  leaves.  Several  people  gasp!  As  she 
continues  to  remove  another  layer  of  leaves  .  .  .  You 
know  the  scenario! 

In  this  age  of  technology,  the  electronic  media  - 
slides,  video  tapes  -  have  often  replaced  this  type  of 
hands  on  presentation,  known  as  a  demonstration,  for 
our  club  programs.  I  once  read  that  “We  Learn.  .  .10%  of 
what  we  read;  20%  of  what  we  hear;  30%  of  what  we 
see;  50%  of  what  we  both  see  and  hear;  70%  of  what  is 
discussed  with  others;  80%  of  what  we  experience 
personally;  and  95%  of  what  we  teach  someone  else.” 
This  is  a  very  compelling  argument  for  using  the 
teaching  technique  of  demonstration  for  club  programs 
and  yet,  there  may  be  some  valid  reasons  why  we  resort 
to  “canned”  programs. 

How  many  times  has  your  club  program  chairman 
asked  a  club  member  to  give  a  simple  demonstration  at 
club  meeting  only  to  be  refused  because:  “Tm  too  busy,” 
“I  couldn’t  get  up  in  front  of  everyone  to  do  that,”  “I 
don’t  know  where  to  begin,”  or  some  other  excuse;  or 
someone  has  given  a  demonstration  that  didn’t  seem  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  audience;  or  the  demonstrator 
forgot  to  bring  something  important,  or  .  .  .  you  fill  in 
the  blank. 

The  primary  function  of  a  demonstration  is  to  show 
something  -  a  presentation  of  ideas,  skills,  attitudes, 
processes,  and  other  intangibles;  to  provide  information, 
to  create  interest,  or  to  develop  standards  by  showing 
how  a  process  is  carried  through.  A  demonstration 
generally  involves  working  with  objects  and  is  useful  in 
explaining  the  how  and  why  of  processes,  as  well  as  in 
motivating  the  audience  to  develop  certain  skills. 

Three  necessary  ingredients  for  a  demonstration  are  a 
pertinent  topic,  an  organized  demonstrator,  and  a 
captive  audience: 


SHOW  HOW 

»  by  Barbara  Pershing 
Cedar  Falls,  lA 

The  Topic 

Programs  are  usually  (should  be)  planned  by  the  Club 
VP  and  program  committee  for  the  coming  year.  The 
programs  must  be  linked  to  the  concerns  of  the 
audience.  The  committee  should  think  about  the 
program  topics  carefully  and  consider  the  following: 
*What  do  you  want  your  audience  to  be  able  to  do  after 
watching  this  demonstration  or  listening  to  this  presen¬ 
tation?  *What  is  it  you  want  your  audience  to  learn?  a 
process?  develop  a  skill?  a  concept?  create  interest? 
*What  does  this  particular  audience  want  to  gain  from 
attending  club  meeting  programs? 

One  effective  method  of  ascertaining  the  needs  of  the 
audience  is  to  pose  a  question  for  roll  call  such  as  “if  you 
could  learn  one  thing  from  club  meetings  this  year,  what 
would  it  be?”  If  you  have  40  members  responding,  you 
will  likely  come  up  with  at  least  20  program  ideas  and 
those  that  are  mentioned  by  three  or  four  members  are 
the  ones  that  should  be  given  serious  consideration  for 
up-coming  programs. 

The  topics/content/procedures  that  can  be  presented 
through  demonstrations  is  limited  only  by  the  creativity 
of  the  program  committee  and  members  willing  to  invest 
some  time  and  expertise  to  planning  a  well  prepared  pre¬ 
sentation.  To  get  creative  minds  going,  consider: 
methods  of  starting  leaves,  potting  down,  grooming, 
watering  methods,  dish  gardens,  design  elements, 
judging  techniques,  .... 

The  Demonstrator 

There  are  likely  several  members  in  your  organization 
who  are  teachers,  scout  leaders,  4-H  leaders  or  just  plain 
knowledgeable  about  African  violets  who  would  jump  at 
the  chance  to  make  a  presentation  or  do  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  at  a  club  meeting,  if  asked.  The  demonstrator  must 
set  the  tone  for  good  communication  and  establish 
rapport  with  the  audience.  A  good  demonstration 
involves  telling  as  well  as  showing  and  doing. 

It  is  important  to  keep  the  following  points  in 
mind: 

*Know  your  subject  matter; 

*Be  sure  your  information  is  accurate  and  well- 
organized; 

*Keep  the  demonstration  simple; 

*Stay  on  the  subject; 

*Check  continually  to  see  that  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  is  being  understood; 

*Take  time  to  ask  questions  and  be  able  to 
answer  questions; 

‘Encourage  the  audience  to  ask  questions 
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‘Limit  the  time  for  the  demonstration;  keep  on 
time  "  have  a  watch  or  clock  handy  or  have 
someone  time  you  so  you  don’t  go  over  time 
allotted; 

‘Be  sure  each  step  is  welkexplained; 

‘Keep  summarizing  the  points  that  are  made. 

The  Audience 

In  every  demonstration,  the  audience  sits  back  and 
says,  in  effect, “Well,  show  us.  We’re  waiting!” 
Some  enjoy  hearing  about  a  bit  of  history  of 
Saintpaulia,  some  want  to  learn  a  new  twist,  some 
want  very  basic  stuff,  and  some  want  to  be  entertained. 
You  need  intuition  to  reach  each  person.  Every 


audience  is  a  challenge.  When  presenting  a 
demonstration  to  a  group  of  adults,  you  can  usually 
sense  whether  or  not  your  ideas  are  getting  through. 
The  important  thing  is  to  keep  an  open  mind,  and  avoid 
rigid  preconceived  ideas  as  to  what  will  be  of  highest 
interest. 

Even  though  the  audience  is  interested  in  watching 
you  and  listening  to  you,  it  likes  to  get  into  the  act,  too. 
Encourage  them.  Break  the  demonstration  midway  with 
a  5 -minute  question  period  rather  than  waiting  until  the 
end.  End  your  demonstration  on  a  high  note,  always, 
with  a  quick  recapitulation  of  what  has  been  done.  But 
do  give  the  feeling  that  it  is  a  continued  story  —  to  be 
continued  in  each  person’s  own  growing  area. 


by  Sue  Gardner, 
Australia 


Among  your  plants  have  you  discovered  a  “palm  tree”? 

Has  your  foliage  been  damaged  badly  so  that  only  a  few  leaves  remain  unmarked? 
Perhaps  you  have  found  a  plant  with  crown  rot  or  root  rot. 

Have  you  discovered  insect  pests  among  the  roots  of  your  plants? 


If  any  of  the  above  is  true,  you  may  rejuvenate 
your  plant  by  taking  a  crown  cutting.  If  the  problem  is 
root  rot,  it  is  best  to  cut  off  the  root  ball  before 
proceeding.  Make  sure  all  dead  tissue  is  removed 
leaving  fresh  healthy  stem.  If  roots  are  infested  with 
insects,  cut  off  the  root  ball  and  wash  the  plant  stem 
before  proceeding.  If  any  insect  or  eggs  remain  the  plant 
will  just  become  reinfested. 

STEPS 

1.  Remove  outside  leaves  until  4  or  5  remain. 

2.  Cut  the  main  stem  leaving  about  3cm. 


3.  Scrape  the  stem  gently  to  remove  leaf  stubs  and  scar 
tissue. 

4.  Lightly  brush  some  rooting  powder  on  stem.  This  is 
useful  as  it  contains  a  fungicide  to  prevent  rot. 

5.  Prepare  a  5cm  pot  with  wick  and  potting  mix. 

6.  Make  a  hole  with  your  finger  in  the  potting  mix  and 
insert  the  stem.  Add  more  potting  mix  to  fill  around 
the  stem. 

7.  Water  with  a  small  amount  of  warm  water  containing 
a  few  drops  of  plant  hormone. 

8.  Drain  well  and  place  in  a  plastic  bag. 


Leave  your  crown  cutting  in  the  plastic  in  the  plastic  bag  until  roots  have  formed  them  open  the  bag  for  a  bag  for  a  few 
days  to  acclimatise  then  remove  from  bag,  place  on  wick  watering  container  and  grow  in  the  usual  way. 

Reprinted  with  permission Jrom  the  Early  Mom  AV 
Group,  Inc,  Newsletter,  ML  Waverly,  Vic.,  Australia 
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“And  the  Winners  Are...“ 


Al  &  Cathy  Cornibe 
197  Archer  Drive 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 


Correction  to  Show  Talk’s  |anuary/February 
1995  column:  The  Volunteer  State  AVS  is  in 
Tennessee  (was  listed  incorrectly  as  AR) . 

AVA  GARDENERS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Fisherman’s  Paradise,  Picotee 
Petticoat,  Ward  Brown;  Best  in  Show:  Fisherman’s 
Paradise;  Best  Miniature:  Snuggles  Tiny  Baby;  Best 
Trailer:  Pixie  Blue;  ITorticulture  Sweepstakes,  Barbara 
Robinson.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Granger’s  Desert  Dawn,  Spring  Fancy,  Victorian  Ribbons; 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Heavenly  Rays,  Rob’s 
Strobe  Light,  Rob’s  Crazy  Kilt,  Jim  Boyer.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Precious  Pink, 
Wee  Be,  Linda  Andrews.  Best  Semiminiature:  Irish 
Flirt;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Alfred  Sharpe’,  B  &  J 
Green.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Jerry 
Andrews. 

AV  CLUB  OF  GREATER  K.  C„  MO  -Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rodeo  Showgirl,  Picasso, 
Ruby  Tuesday;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Sue  Hill.  2nd 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Trinidad, 
Majestic,  Optimara  Ontario;  Best  Miniature:  Spring 
Peach,  Shirley  Swaite.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Snuggles  Big  Eyes,  Ness’  Sno  Fun,  Ness’ 
Twinkle  Pink;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature: 
Snuggles  Big  Eyes,  Pat  Richards.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Winnergreen,  Pay  Dirt,  Rob’s  Ice 
Maiden,  Carol  Allinson.  Best  Trailer:  Pixie  Blue,  'Tricia 
Thylor.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Patty  Hart. 

AVS  OF  FORT  WALTON  BEACH,  FL  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Super  Duper,  Tomahawk, 
Picasso;  Best  in  Show:  Super  Duper;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Tiptop;  Best  Trailer:  Razzle  Dazzle  Trail;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes;  Best  Design,  Mildred  Patrick.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Heat  Wave,  Rob’s 
Boondoggle,  Rob’s  Whodunit;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s 
Zero  Gravity,  Annette  Sheringo.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Episcia  ‘Kee  Wee’,  Debbie  Hall. 

AVS  OF  NORTHERN  ILLINOIS,  IL  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lucky  Halo,  Apache  Land, 


Ruffled  Skies;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Ethel  Twiford,  Royal  Rich,  Candy  Crystals;  Best  In  Show: 
Apache  Ranger;  Best  Semiminiature:  Pink  Skies; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Adelle  Johnson.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/  Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Mini  Papa,  Snuggles 
Blue  Pearl;  Best  Miniature:  Everdina;  Best  Trailer:  Teen 
Trail;  Best  Gesneriad:  Nautilocalyx  pemphidius,  Anna 
Landgren.  Best  Design,  Robert  Mack.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Anita  Fiori. 

AVS  OF  PENSACOLA,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Anastasia,  Nortex’s  Snowkist 
Haven,  Alpha  Charlie,  George  Starr.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Cirelda,  Beacon  Trail,  Milky  Way 
Trail;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  pendula  kizarae,  Linda 
Lube’.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Pat 
Champagne,  Hector,  Little  Pro;  Best  Semiminiature:  Pat 
Champagne;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Louise  Merritt. 
Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer:  Teeny  Bopper,  Jean  Jones. 
Best  Miniature:  Wichita  Baby,  Estelle  Starr.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Charlinne  Sims. 

ALPHA  AVS  OF  DALLAS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Alpha  Charlie,  Apache  Fire, 
Fisherman’s  Paradise;  Best  in  Show:  Alpha  Charlie, 
Grace  Davis.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ness’ 
Viking  Maiden,  Margery’s  Melody,  Lela  Marie;  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Sweet  Dreams,  Little 
Pro,  Rob’s  Pewter  Bells;  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Blanca  Fuster.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Little  Pro,  Ness’  Firefly,  Ness’  Red  Express; 
Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Angelie;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Texas  Teen;  Best  Trailer:  Magic  Trail;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Arturo  Lopez. 

CENTRAL  FLORIDA  AVS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Rain  Man,  Chiffon  Prince,  Lady 
Baltimore;  Best  in  Show:  Carousel  Lady;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Mary  Juby.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rose  Cherub,  Teen  Rainbow,  Hondo  Honey; 
Best  Miniature:  Moon  Child,  Claire  Stanton.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Dandy  Lion;  Best  Trailer:  Sky 
Diver;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Evelyn  Briggs.  Best 
Design,  Catherine  Boxberger. 
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CORPUS  CHRISTI  AVS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Anna  Kreeck,  Prince  Of  Dixie, 
Magic,  Janice  Wallace.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Little  Pro,  Wee  Be,  Hondo  Honey;  Best  in  Show:  Hondo 
Honey;  Best  Miniature:  Petite  Jewel;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Handmade;  Best  Trailer:  Santa  Fe  Trail;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Jeanette  Kocurek.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Vagabond,  Little  Pro,  Snuggles 
Snow  Baby,  Marge  Bullard.  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Sarah  Stensland. 

FANTASY  AV  CLUB,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Shades  of  Autumn,  Windy  Day, 
Sapphire  Halo;  Best  Design,  TYudy  Duerstock.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Harlequin, 
Elizabeth,  Country  Sunshine,  Dl  Dan  McGrew.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Trailer:  Ramblin’  Spots,  Ann  Gramstorff. 

FIRST  AUSTIN  AVS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Jazz  It  Up,  Party  Print,  Jean-Pierre 
Croteau;  Best  in  Show:  Maverick’s  Faded  Jeans,  Irene 
Diver.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Kathe 
Denise,  Lela  Marie,  Picasso,  Bobbie  Peters.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Candy  Crystals,  Snuggles  Rising 
Star,  Pat  Champagne;  Best  Miniature:  Peppermint  Girl; 
Best  Trailer:  Santa  Fe  Trail;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes; 
Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Delores  Gibbs.  2nd 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Candy  Crystals,  Ethel 
Twiford,  Wee  Be,  Joyce  Kimbro.  Best  Species: 
Streptocarpus  ‘Blue  Nymph’,  Sharon  Cobb. 

POMONA  VALLEY  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Shades  of  Autumn,  Apache  Blanket, 
Happy  Cricket;  Best  in  Show:  Shades  of  Autumn, 
Marilyn  Koeppe.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Optimara  Rose  Quartz,  Optimara  Little  Amethyst, 
Optimara  Little  Moonstone;  Best  Miniature:  Mickey 
Mouse;  Best  Semiminiature:  Candy  Crystals-,  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Faye  Shirley.  Best  Trailer:  Pixie  Blue,  Louise  Koop. 
Best  Gesneriad:  Chirita  linearlifolia;  Best  Design,  Dale 
Martens.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Hilda  Douglas. 

SAN  MATEO  COUNTY  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Apache  Blanket, 
Grandmother’s  Halo,  Tomahawk;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Wee  Be,  Streisand,  Cathy’s  Fireworks;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Cathy’s  Fireworks;  Best  Design,  Cathy 
Cornibe.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  French 
Lilac,  Tomahawk,  Matecumbe;  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Whippoorwill,  Rob’s 
Mountain  Ash,  Rob’s  Heat  Wave;  Best  in  Show: 
Matecumbe;  Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Ruby;  Best 
Trailer:  Pixie  Blue;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Irene 
Boro.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  difficilis,  Celine  Chase. 
Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Kee  Wee’,  Thelma  Walther. 
Design  Sweepstakes  (tie),  Irene  Boro  and  Heather 
Morgan. 


SOUTH  COAST  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Suncoast  Paisley  Print,  Christine, 
Perhaps  Love,  Jim  Turner.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Fredette’s  Moonflower,  Perhaps  Love,  Makin’ 
Romance;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Dean’s  Arctic 
Frost,  Precious  Pink,  Shy  Blue;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Marilee  Beam.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Sno  Fun,  Barbara  Cruise.  Best 
Miniature:  Rob’s  Twinkle  Pink,  Jacquie  Eisenhut.  Best 
Trailer:  Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket,  Everdina  Inpijn.  Best 
Design,  Toni  Breden. 

SWEET  WATER  AVS,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Heavenly  Notes,  Ness’  Happy 
Freckles,  Bud’s  Melanie,  Eleanore  Hull.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Prissy  Pink,  Rob’s  Macho  Devil, 
Optimara  Little  Blackfoot;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Bill 
Paauwe.  Best  in  Show:  Harbor  Blue;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  rupicola,  Betty  Lewandowski.  Best 
Miniature:  Ballet  Snowcone;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s 
Dandy  Lion;  BestTrailer:  Jawbreaker;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Carolyn  Klein.  Best  Design,  Doreen 
Monteleone-Nyman. 

TAMPA  AVS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Phantom  Flash,  Sapphire  Halo,  Shades  Of 
Autumn;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Hector,  Irish 
Flirt,  Pat  Champagne-,  Best  Semiminiature:  Irish  Flirt; 
Best  Trailer:  Ramblin’  Red,  Walter  Spangler.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Deep  Dark  Secret,  Optimara 
Barbados,  Mindi  Brooke,  Peggy  Waller.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Love  Bug,  Quaker,  Rob’s  Bee 
Boopsie;  Best  Miniature:  Quaker,  Carl  Pobgee.  Best  in 
Show:  Fisherman’s  Paradise;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
John  Menish.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  pendula  kizarae, 
Barbara  Matthews.  Best  Design,  Mary  Lou  Harden. 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Sue  Hendley. 

THE  VIOLET  PATCH  OF  SOUTH  FLORIDA  AVS, 
FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Mindi 
Brooke,  Windy  Day,  Apache  Jewel;  Best  in  Show:  Windy 
Day;  Best  Miniature:  Mickey  Mouse;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Shutter  Bug;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Leticia  Potter. 
2nd  BestAVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  New 
Mexico,  Ness’  Viking  Maiden,  Vince’s  Choice;  Best 
Trailer:  Beatrice  Trail,  Bea  Marx.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Linda  Henke. 

WICHITA  AV  STUDY  CLUB,  KS  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Anna  Kreeck,  Apache  Chief, 
Ode  To  Beauty;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Little 
Pro,  Rob’s  Blue  Light,  Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Sugar  Bear  Blues;  Best  Trailer:  Pixie  Blue; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Helen  Barrett.  Best  in  Show: 
Jealous  Halo;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  grandifolia,  Faye 
Wieditz.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Beth 
Reisman. 
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IIIBIIM  f  P 


by  Judy  Barnett 
Jacksonville,  FL 


The  club  I  belong  to  is  the  “Heart  of  Jacksonville 
AVS.”  It  was  organized  September  1992  with  the  motto; 
“From  the  Heart.”  Visitors  quickly  feel  the  warmth  that 
is  generated  when  we  get  together.  As  our  yearbook 
states,  our  purpose  is  “Sharing  and  caring  from  the  heart 
and  supporting  each  other  to  grow  better  African  violets 
while  growing  better  as  a  person.” 

Here  are  some  ideas  we  used  to  increase  our 
membership  from  the  3  founding  members  to  our 
present  25.  Some  of  these  ideas  may  be  old  hat  to  you, 
but  sift  through  them  -  maybe  there  are  a  few  you  can 
use. 

1.  Know  How  Your  Club  Operates. 

(a)  Review  your  club’s  bylaws.  Get  a  renewed 
sense  of  purpose,  membership  requirements,  dues  and 
other  relevant  rules  that  a  bright,  prospective  member 
might  ask  you  about. 

(b)  Create  a  club  yearbook  and  newsletter.  This 
conveys  the  impression  that  your  club  is  cohesive  and 
well-run  (which  of  course  it  is!).  These  publications 
admittedly  are  a  lot  of  work,  but  can  be  fun  and  very 
satisfying  to  produce. 

2.  Acquaint  Yourself  With  Your  Club’s  Plans  for  the 
Coming  Year.  Everything  the  club  does  is  important  to 
new  members.  You  need  to  know  what  other 
committees  are  planning.  This  enables  you  to  point  out 
to  guests  what  your  forthcoming  programs  are,  and  is  a 
strong  selling  tool. 

3.  Don’t  Push  the  Club  on  Anyone.  Point  out  your 
club’s  past  successes,  be  enthusiastic  and  encourage 
guests  to  join,  but  don’t  be  overly  eager.  Reluctant 
members  are  worse  than  no  members  at  all. 

4.  Encourage  Feedback  From  Members.  Prospective 
members  as  well  as  current  members  are  going  to 


become  interested  and  stay  interested  only  if  we  can 
offer  them  what  they  want.  We  need  to  let  them  know 
that  they  are  appreciated  by  assuring  them  that  their 
ideas  are  important  to  us.  All  clubs  need  the  infusion  of 
fresh  ideas  and  the  contacts  that  newcomers  offer. 

Assessing  the  feelings  of  your  current  members  about 
your  club  can  help  you  plan  your  approach  to 
prospective  members. 

5.  Make  Sure  Prospective  and  New  Members  Know 
They  are  Welcome  and  Appreciated. 

(a)  One  or  more  of  your  members  should  be 
assigned  to  greet  guests,  be  sure  they  sign  a  guest  sheet 
(giving  phone  numbers),  give  them  a  name  tag,  and 
then  introduce  them  to  other  members.  Get  your  new 
members  and  guests  involved  right  away. 

(b)  Between  meetings  call  up  guests  and  invite 
them  to  the  next  meeting  or  AVS  event. 

(c)  Membership  application  forms  should 
include:  name,  address,  phone (s)  and  birthday  (month, 
day,  but  not  the  year);  plus  these  questions:  where  did 
you  hear  about  our  club,  are  you  interested  in  growing 
to  show  in  the  future,  may  we  list  your  phone (s)  in  our 
yearbook,  what  other  violet  associations  or  other 
horticultural  associations,  are  you  a  member  of,  and 
what  is  your  reason  for  joining?  Then  leave  space  for 
comments. 

(d)  Promote  friendship  by  meeting  on  occasion 
for  a  covered  dish  dinner  or  lunch  at  a  member’s  home, 
by  attending  shows  and  conventions  together,  and  last 
but  not  least,  by  visiting  greenhouses  in  your  area. 
There  never  seems  to  be  enough  time  at  the  meetings  to 
greet  and  talk  to  each  other  as  much  as  we’d  like  to. 
These  outings  allow  you  to  do  that  without  sacrificing  a 
meeting  timetable,  and  are  an  important  step  in  creating 
a  feeling  of  togetherness. 
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6.  Make  Membership  as  Easy  as  Possible  for  Busy 

People. 

(a)  Keep  the  business  part  of  your  meeting 
short.  Special  effort  should  be  made  to  keep  meetings  on 
schedule,  and  to  get  things  done  in  a  timely  manner. 

(b)  Give  a  ‘new  member  packet’  to  new 
members  at  the  time  they  submit  their  application  and 
dues.  It  should  contain  basic  supplies  to  get  started  (soil 
mix,  pots,  fertilizer,  wicks,  reservoirs,  culture  how-to 
articles),  plus  your  yearbook.  Membership  forms  for 
other  clubs  (AVSA,  Dixie  AVS,  GSI,  etc.)  can  also  be 
included.  Give  them  enough  to  really  get  them  hooked! 

(c)  Our  supply  chairperson  brings  basic  supplies 
to  sell  at  each  meeting.  A  supply  list  with  prices  for 
members  and  non-members  is  also  offered.  Since 
members  are  only  charged  club  cost  for  these  items,  it 
becomes  obvious  that  it  is  a  big  advantage  to  join. 

(d)  Have  membership  application  forms 
available  at  your  guest  sign-in  table,  along  with 
beautiful,  colorful,  greenhouse  brochures,  supply 
catalogs  and  general  culture  information  pamphlets. 

(e)  Be  sure  guests  have  phone  numbers  of  a  few 
members  to  call  if  they  have  questions  about  violets  or 
the  club. 

(f)  Telephone  members  and  guests  to  remind 
them  of  monthly  meetings  and  upcoming  events. 
Postcards  could  also  be  sent. 

(g)  We  maintain  a  library  of  reference  books  and 
many  back  issues  of  African  Violet  Magazine,  Dixie  AVS 
Newsletters,  and  The  Florida  Connection,  to  loan  our 
members.  We  also  have  the  AVSA  Master  Variety  List, 
AVSA  Handbook,  Growing  to  Show,  and  Insect  and  Mite 
Pests  of  African  Violets. 


7.  Get  Your  Club  Into  The  Public  Spotlight. 

Visibility  is  very  important.  To  promote  interest 
in  our  club,  we  have  a  show  each  year,  we  also  host 
tables  at  a  Home  and  Patio  Show,  and  at  the  Jacksonville 
Fair.  At  these  events  we  sell  plants  and  supplies,  give 
tips  on  cultivation  and  hand  out  AVSA  literature.  We 
have  a  demonstration  table,  with  a  member  repotting  or 
putting  down  leaves.  This  is  a  great  attention-getter  and 
generates  many  questions.  Encourage  people  to  “Go 
ahead,  try  it  yourself,  you  can  do  it!”  We  have  our  club 
information  sheet  and  a  form  for  prospective  members  to 
sign  if  they  want  to  be  informed  of  our  next  meeting. 

8.  Give  Prospective  Members  Something  to  Remind 
Them  of  Your  Meetings.  Not  every  guest  will  be  able 
to  attend  your  next  meeting,  but  may  still  be  interested. 
Give  them  an  information  sheet  to  hold  onto  until  they 
can  visit  again. 

9.  Give  Prospective  and  New  Members  Hands-on 
Experience. 

(a)  At  your  meetings  demonstrate  starting 
plants  from  leaves,  repotting  plantlets  and  general 
grooming  of  mature  plants. 

(b)  Guests  and  members  really  enjoy  going 
home  with  new  “babies”  or  leaves  to  nurture.  It’s  one  of 
the  things  that  really  gets  people  hooked. 

10.  Remember  your  Objective,  be  Positive  and 

Upbeat.  Always  bear  in  mind  that  the  #1  objective  of  a 
club  should  be  to  have  fun,  otherwise  it’s  work! 


JULY  5  -  8  -  CALIFORNIA 

A  National  AGGS  Convention  Show  at  the  Clarion  Hotel, 
401  E.  Millbrae  Ave„  Millbrae,  CA 
AUGUST  24  &  25  -  MINNESOTA 

Minnesota  AVS  Show  -  Minn.  State  Fairgrounds, 
Snelling  and  Como  Aves,  St.  Paul,  9  A.M.  -  9  P.M.  both 
days  INFO:  Jean  Ness  (612)  429-4109 


AUGUST  25-27-  CALIFORNIA 

56th  Annual  San  Francisco  County  Fair  Flower  Show 
Friday  and  Saturday  -  10  A.M.  -  5  P.M. 

Sunday  10  A.M.  -  4  P.M. 

County  Fair  Building,  Golden  Gate  Park,  9th  Ave.  and 
Lincoln  Way  INFO:  (415)  507-0142 
SEPTEMBER  9  -  CALIFORNIA 

AVS  of  San  Francisco,  annual  plant  display  /  Sale 
Saturday,  10  A.M.  -  4  P.M., 

San  Francisco  County  Fair  Building 
9th  Ave  and  Lincoln  Way 
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Annual  Libmri^  Message 


Ralph  Breden 

Library  Committee  Chairman 
127  Via  Los  Altos 

Redondo  Beach,  Ca  90277 


At  the  time  this  library  message  is  being  read, 
the  Library  Committee  will  be  busily  engaged  in 
preparing  the  slide  programs,  the  source  of  which  was 
the  St.  Louis  Convention.  The  award  winning  exhibits 
will  be  represented  by  the  slide  program  “ST.  LOUIS 
BLUES  AND  OTHER  COLORS.”  Selected  slides  from  the 
new  introductions  package  shown  to  members 
attending  the  Saturday  luncheon  at  the  convention 
comprise  the  new  introduction  program  “WE  MET  IN 
ST.  LOUIS”.  These  new  programs  available  October  1, 1995. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  been  privileged  to 
review  comment  sheets  returned  with  slide  programs. 
We  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  library  and  AVSA  is 
always  interested  in  improving  the  content  and  quality 
of  library  materials.  Your  comments  identify  specific 
programs  which  are  obsolete,  need  to  be  updated  or 
expanded.  To  this  end  the  library  added  the  video 
“AFRICAN  VIOLETS  IN  THE  NEW  GARDEN”  this  past 
year.  The  possibility  of  more  video  programs  was 
discussed  during  the  St.  Louis  convention.  Hopefully 
more  information  programs  will  be  available  in  the  near 
future. 

During  my  chairmanship  of  the  Library 
Committee  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  and 
working  with  many  talented  AVSA  members.  The 
convention  photo  sessions  have  been  a  challenge,  but 
with  the  support  of  the  hosting  organizations,  and 
assistance  of  dedicated  photographers  and  other  aides, 
the  results  were  gratifying.  I  especially  appreciate  the 
support  the  Beaumont  office  has  given  me  in 
conducting  library  business. 

Finally,  I  extend  best  wishes  to  Jackie  Jones, 
the  incoming  Library  Committee  Chairman.  I  am  sure 
Jackie  will  bring  fresh  ideas  to  the  library  to  enhance 
continued  improvement  in  library  content. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 
FOR  USE  OF  AVSA  LIBRARY  MATERIALS 

Library  materials  are  available  for  use  by  AVSA 
members  and  affiliates  in  good  standing,  subject  to  the 
following  rules  and  regulations. 

REQUEST  FOR  MATERIALS 
Send  requests  to  the  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  St. 
Beaumont,  Texas  77702.  If  you  do  not  have  an  AVSA 
order  form  please  include  in  your  request  (1)  Name  of 
affiliate,  (2)  Name  of  person  ordering  and 
person’s  membership  number,  (3)  Shipping 
address,  (4)  Name  of  slide  program  or  packet.  (5) 
Whether  or  not  cassette  (where  available)  is 
desired,  (6)  date  to  be  shown.  Order  forms  are 
included  in  shipment  for  future  use. 

SLIDE  PROGRAMS— VIDEO  TAPES 

1.  Make  request  for  reservation  three  (3)  months  in 
advance  of  date  desired,  with  information  outlined 
above.  Give  first,  second  and  third  choices  of  slide 
programs  for  each  reservation  date. 

2.  Slide  programs  and  video  tapes  are  shipped  using  a 
special  shipping  box.  Please  use  the  special  box  to 
return  the  programs  to  the  AVSA  office,  immediately 
after  scheduled  reserved  date.  Return  by  UPS  or  First 
Class  Mail  only.  For  First  Class,  we  request  that  you 
insure  the  program  for  $50.00.  If  you  use  UPS,  the 
package  is  automatically  insured  for  $100.00.  For 
members  in  other  countries:  please  return  programs 
post  paid  by  the  safest  and  most  expeditious  postal 
means  available. 

A  $5.00  PENALTY  WILL  BE  ASSESSED 
FOR  ANY  PROGRAM  NOT  POSTMARKED  WITHIN 
FOUR  (4)  DAYS  AFTER  SCHEDULED  RESERVED 
DATE,  UNLESS  OTHER  ARRANGEMENTS  HAVE 
BEEN  MADE. 


Return  programs  to: 
AVSA  OFFICE 
2375  NORTH  STREET 
BEAUMONT,  TEXAS  77702 
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3.  Special  requests  for  two  or  more  slide  programs  for  the 
same  date  may  be  made  and  will  be  filled  when 
possible,  but  such  requests  are  not  encouraged  because 
of  the  great  demand  for  slide  programs  and  the  limited 
numbers  available. 

4.  Cost  of  slide  program  with  cassette  is  $10.00;  and  cost 
of  slide  program  without  cassette  is  $8.00.  Only  those 
slide  programs  in  the  descriptive  list  with  a  “(C)”  after 
the  titles  have  cassettes. 

Cost  of  the  video  program  “AFRICAN  VIOLETS  IN 
THE  NEW  GARDEN”,  $10.00 
“FIRST  ISSUE  CEREMONY-AFRICAN  VIOLET 
STAMP”-video  is  available  for  postage  cost,  $3.00 

DESCRIPTIVE  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  MATERIALS 

SECTION  I:  CONVENTION  SHOWS 

Slide  programs  of  outstanding  exhibits  at 
National  Convention  shows, 
especially  entertaining  for  members  not 
attending  conventions. 

138L  “A  GRAND  REUNION”:  (C)  (80  Slides)— 
Meet  the  best  of  award  winning  plants 
and  designs  from  the  Reunion  in  Dallas, 
1988. 

162L  “A  ROYAL  TREAT”:  (C)  (80  Slides)  — 
Kansas  City,  1989,  be  treated  royally  with 
slide  projections  of  beautiful  plants  and 
designs. 

163L  “THE  NEW  ENGLAND  SPIRIT”:  (C)  (80 

Slides) —  Experience  the  best  of  the  award 
winning  plants  and  designs  displayed  The 
New  England  Way,  Boston  1990. 

166L  “VIOLETS  IN  THE  GOLDEN  STATE”;  (C) 
(80  Slides) —  Award  winning  plants  and 
designs  from  the  Santa  Clara  convention 

1991. 

167L  “A  CENTURY  OF  VIOLETS”  (C)  (80 
Slides)— An  exciting  presentation  of 
award  winning  plants  and  designs  from 
Violet  Heritage  and  Horizons,  Columbus 

1992. 

169L  “MORE  PENNSYLVANIA  FRIENDS”  (C) 
(80  SLIDES)  of  award  winning  exhibits 
at  the  1993  National  Convention  Show. 

171L  “A  FESTIVAL  OF  VIOLETS”  (C)  (80 
Slides)  Award  winning  exhibits-  both 
horticulture  and  design  from  the  Denver 
National  AVSA  Show  1994. 

175L  “ST.  LOUIS  BLUES  AND  OTHER 
COLORS”  (C)  (80  slides) —  Award  winning 
exhibits-Horticulture  and  design  from  the 
1 995  St.Louis  Convention  AVAILABLE 
OCT  1,1995 

SECTION  IL  NEW  INTRODUCTIONS 

A  series  of  programs  compiled  from  slides  of  new 

cultivars  submitted  by  hybridizers  and  commercial 

members. 

142L  “ORANGE  BLOSSOMS  SPECIALS”  (C) 
(80  Slides)— ’’Specials”  Slides  of  new 
cultivars  in  1987.  Submitted  by 
hybridizers,  amateur  and  commercials, 
compiled  and  narrated  by  “Sundown” 
Pittman. 

141L  “NEW  RAYS  OF  HOPE”  (C)  (80  Slides) 


The  best  of  the  new  introductions  in 
1988;  slides  submitted  by  amateur  and 
commercial  hybridizers  for  compilation  by 
“Sundown”  Pittman. 

160L  “FUTURE  VIOLETS  WITH  A  ROYAL 
FLAIR”  (C)  (80  Slides)-  The  1989 
contributions  of  the  new  varieties 
submitted  by  amateur  and  commercial 
hybridizers.  Program  prepared  and 
narrated  with  a  flair  by  “Sundown” 
Pittman. 

164L  “BOSTON’S  NEW  BEAUTIES”  (C)  (80 
Slides) —  A  capsule  version  of  the 
“Beauties”.  Program  prepared  at  the 

1990  Boston  convention  by  J.R. 
“Sundown”  Pittman. 

165L  “NUGGETS  AT  THE  GOLDEN  STATE” 
(C)  (80  Slides) —  An  abbreviated  version 
of  the  new  introduction  program 
presented  by  “Sundown”  Pittman  at  the 

1991  Santa  Clara,  California  convention. 

168L  “GEMS  OF  COLUMBUS”  (C)  (80  Slides) 

A  collection  of  slides  depicting  the  best 
new  introductions  at  the  1 992  Columbus, 
Ohio  convention. 

170L  “LANCASTER  LOVELIES”  (C)  (80 
Slides)  The  best  1993  introductions 
shown  by  Ray  “Sundown”  Pittman  at  the 
Lancaster  Convention. 

172L  “DENVER  DEBUTANTS”  (C)  (80 
Slides)  Selected  outstanding  1994 
Introductions  from  various  hybridizers. 
Presented  by  Kent  Stork  at  the  Denver 
Convention. 

176L  “WE  MET  IN  ST.  LOUIS”  (C)  (80 
slides)— Meet  the  1995  new  hybrids- 
slides  submitted  by  various  hybridizers 
and  introduced  at  the  St.  Louis 
convention.  AVAILABLE  OCT.  1,  1995. 

SECTION  III:  AFRICAN  VIOLET  LIFE 

A  series  of  slide  programs  relative  primarily  to 

African  violet  culture  and  related  subjects. 

147L  “THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  PLANT”  (77 
Slides)—  A  good  basic  program, 
identifying  leaf  types,  blossom  form  and 
colors,  and  diseases  that  affect  the 
foliage. 

140L  “MULTIPLYING  SAINT  PAULIAS”  (65 
Slides) —  Basic  program  on  African  violet 
propagation  including  leaf  cuttings,  plant 
division,  seed  and  grafting.  Slides  show 
how  to  produce  and  plant  seeds. 

150L  “THE  PITTMAN  WAY  OF  GROWING 
VIOLETS”  (C)  (84  Slides) -A  step-by- 
step  visual  program  on  growing  and 
grooming  miniature  and  semiminiature 
African  violets. 

153L  “VIOLETS  AND  MORE  VIOLETS”  (79 
Slides) -A  basic  lesson  for  beginners  on 
setting  leaves,  separating  baby  plants 
from  mother  leaf  and  dividing  multiple 
crown  plant  including  suggestions  on 
potting,  repotting  a  large  plant  and  a  way 
to  treat  a  necky  plant. 
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151L  “THE  SAINT  PAULIA  SPECIES”  (79 

Slides)  A  comprehensive,  educational, 
workshop  type  program.  Very  thorough 
and  somewhat  technical.  A  depicted  work 
by  Neva  Anderson. 

161L  “POINTERS  IN  JUDGING”  (C)  (74 
Slides)—  A  revised  version  of  workshop 
program  for  judges  and  exhibitors. 
Emphasis  on  grooming  of  plants  in 
preparation  for  showing. 

SECTION  IV  GESNERIADS 
Programs  identifying  African  violet  cousins,  their 
care  and  propagation. 

137L  “GESNERIAD  FAVORITES”  (C)  (75 
Slides)  A  program  donated  to  AVSA  by 
Houston  Gesneriad  Society.. .contains 
many  beautiful  plants  with  excellent 
culture  and  propagation  information. 

139L  “MEET  THE  FAMILY”  (C)  (60  Slides) - 
A  vivid  look  at  some  of  the  other  members 
of  the  gesneriad  family,  compiled  and 
narrated  by  Margaret  Waguespack.  An 
informative  program  for  those  who  want 
to  broaden  their  growing  horizons  or  for 
those  who  just  want  to  “meet  the  family”. 

SECTION  V:  VIOLET  PESTS  AND  DISEASES 
Slide  programs  identifying  pests  and  diseases  and 
the  impact  on  African  violet  cultivars. 

132L  “AFRICAN  VIOLET  PESTS”  (C)  (52 
Slides) -A  short  succint  program  by  Dr. 
Charles  L.  Cole  with  vivid  illustration  of 
common  African  violet  pests.  (New 
narration) 

152L  “VIOLET  TROUBLES”  (63  SLIDES)  — 
Pests,  diseases,  and  results  of  poor  culture 
exhibited  in  the  program.  An  oldie,  but 
good  basic  information. 

SECTION  VI;  SPECIAL  PROGRAMS 
Programs  demonstrating  use  of  African  Violets  in 
unusual  applications. 

145L  “SHOW  OFF  YOUR  VIOLETS”  (70 

Slides) —  A  program  showing  many  ways 
to  use  African  Violets  for  home  decoration, 
party  favors  and  table  arrangements. 

1  31L  “AFRICAN  VIOLETS  IN  ARTISTIC 
DESIGNS”  (60  Slides)  —  A  collection  of 
arrangements  and  artistic  plantings  using 
a  Madonna  or  other  accessory  to  enhance 
the  design  or  to  express  theme  of  a  class. 
Most  slides  are  of  award  winners  from 
shows.  Basic  design  for  beginning 
designers. 


VIDEO  TAPES 

173L  “AFRICAN  VIOLETS  IN  THE  NEW 
GARDEN”-Ken  Froboese  talks  violets — a 
visit  with  Ken  in  his  greenhouse.  Hill 
Country  African  Violets. 

174L  “FIRST  ISSUE  CEREMONY  AFRICAN 
VIOLET  STAMP”  Beaumont,  Texas 
Octobers,  1993 

PACKETS 

1.  Packets  are  loaned  for  a  period  of  one  month  ,  as 
available. 

2.  Requests  for  two  or  more  packets  will  be  filled 
whenever  possible. 

3.  Packets  must  be  returned  postpaid  by  FIRST, 
THIRD, or  FOURTH  CLASS  MAIL. 

4.  Cost  of  each  packet  is  $3.00,  and  must  be  paid  by 
check  to  AVSA  at  time  of  request. 

DESCRIPTIVE  LIST  OF  PACKETS 

155L  JUST  FOR  FUN  PACKET:  “Violet  Carol" 
Christmas  skit  in  one  act.  A  fun  way  to 
celebrate  the  holidays  with  a  skit 
performed  by  your  club  members.  This  is 
an  original  skit  written  by  Kent  Stork  of 
Kent’s  Flowers,  Arlington,  NE  and 
donated  to  the  AVSA  Library. 

156L  NEWSLETTER/MAGAZINE  PACKET: 
This  packet  contains  one  sample  from 
each  entry  exhibited  at  convention. 
Editors  who  wish  to  browse  through  other 
publications  are  urged  to  order  this  packet. 
Or,  anyone  desiring  to  start  a  newsletter  or 
magazine  would  find  this  packet  helpful. 

157L  PROGRAM  PLANNING  PACKET: 
Suggestions  to  help  a  program  chairman 
or  committee  plan  the  programs  for  a 
club’s  activities. 

158L  SHOW  SCHEDULES  PACKET:  Show 
schedules  of  African  Violet  shows  from 
different  sections  of  the  country.  Excellent 
for  new  ideas,  and  those  clubs  planning 
their  first  show. 

159L  YEARBOOK  COLLECTION  PACKET; 
This  packet  contains  twelve  yearbooks 
from  various  affiliate  clubs.  It  contains  one 
or  more  of  the  top  prize  winners  from  the 
recent  AVSA  convention  competition. 
Especially  recommended  for  clubs 
producing  their  first  yearbook,  and  for 
those  interested  in  submitting  their 
yearbook  for  competition. 
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“Live  Plants ...  handle  with  care ...” 

by  Anne  Tinari 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 


So  says  the  shipping  label,  thus  receiving  plants 
by  mail  can  be  a  real  art  form.  Have  you  had  the 
experience  and  thrill  of  receiving  live  plants  by  mail? 
Blooming  plants,  nonetheless?  In  today’s  modern  world, 
it  is  common  practice  to  mail  order  plants  of  our  favorite 
African  violet,  safely. 

Much  has  changed  from  the  early  days  when 
the  very  thick-leafed  Dupont  and  supreme  varieties 
existed.  Some  of  these  early  cultivars  were  very  brittle 
and  difficult  to  manage  and  grow,  even  in  the  home. 
Today,  most  of  our  cultivars,  especially  those  grown  in  a 
greenhouse,  from  where  most  plants  are  shipped,  have  a 
very  flexible  leaf  Flower  stalks  are  more  turgid  and  tend 
to  flower  from  the  center  of  the  plant,  which  results  in 
greater  ease  in  packing. 

Hybridizing  in  the  past  40  years  has  brought 
out  the  best  in  African  violet  cultivars.  We  are  privileged 
to  ship  plants  with  attractive,  less  brittle  foliage  and 
more  manageable  plant  growth  than  ever  before,  which 
enhances  safe  shipping. 

Each  grower  has  their  own  special  way  of 
packing  live  plants  for  shipping.  Experience  tells  us  that 
the  months  of  May  to  November  are  safest.  Consider  the 
quick  UPS  service  which  is  available.  However,  most 
carriers  do  not  have  heated  facilities  for  safe  shipping  in 
cold  weather. 

African  violets  are  good  travelers.  Whether  you 
are  shipping  leaf  cuttings  or  well-grown  plants  from  one 
to  a  hundred  or  more,  they  can  be  delivered  to  your  door 
intact  and  ready  for  performance. 

When  preparing  leaves  for  shipping,  cut  stems 
longer  than  used  for  propagation,  thus  allowing  the 
recipient  to  trim  back  a  fresh  cut  leaf  to  1”  or  1-1/2”  to 
place  in  a  properly  prepared  rooting  material.  Wrap  the 
lower  third  of  the  leaf  in  moist  cotton  or  paper  toweling. 
Some  prefer  to  use  a  small  piece  of  tin  foil  to  keep  the 
stem  intact.  Place  in  a  plastic  or  cellophane  bag  with 
holes  that  have  been  cut  for  proper  ventilation.  Leaves 
properly  packed  can  remain  for  a  week  or  more  in 
excellent  condition  for  immediate  propagation.  Use  a 
very  light  plastic  label  to  identify  the  plant  or  better  still, 
a  paper  label  with  gum  back  on  the  outside  of  the  bag. 

Most  plants  are  shipped  in  a  lightweight  2-1/4” 
plastic  pot  or  even  3”.  Soil  in  the  pot  should  be  slightly 
moist,  never  too  wet  or  dry.  One  method  of  preparing 
the  plant  to  be  shipped  is  to  place  the  plant  in  the  center 


of  wax  paper,  tuck  the  edges  of  the  wax  paper  around 
the  top  of  the  pot  and  firmly  secure  it  with  1”  tape  on 
each  side  to  hold  the  soil  intact.  The  plant  is  then  laid  on 
its  side  and  rolled  in  a  2  foot  strip  of  wax  paper.  Leaves 
are  gently  pulled  up  straight  and  thus  protected  by  the 
wax  paper,  then  rolled  again  in  several  pieces  of 
newspaper  and  securely  taped  around  the  girth  of  the 
pot  with  a  2”  tape.  Gently  turn  down  the  top  and  place  a 
2”  strip  of  tape  from  back  to  front  of  pot;  this  makes  a 
secure  tube-like  package.  The  label  with  the  name  of  the 
variety  can  be  stuck  inside  the  tape  and  the  plant  placed 
upright  in  a  firm  corrugated  shipping  box  with  excelsior 
or  shredded  paper  to  hold  all  plants  from  shifting.  Use 
tape  to  properly  seal  package.  In  summer,  holes  are 
punched  through  the  top  of  the  cylinder-like  package 
and  also  on  the  side  of  the  cardboard  container  for 
proper  air  circulation.  Properly  packaged  and  taped,  they 
can  be  sent  open-topped  during  the  warmest  weather, 
but  with  air  holes  for  proper  air  circulation  and  a  stiff 
shipping  cardboard  box. 

When  plants  are  received,  they  should  be 
promptly  and  gently  unpacked  and  attended  to  as  soon 
as  possible.  Check  to  see  if  the  soil  is  still  moist  in  each 
pot. 

Do  not  be  hasty  to  discard  any  catalogs  or 
messages  pertaining  to  plants  that  may  have  been 
inserted  in  the  package  for  your  benefit.  Do  not  repot 
immediately,  but  allow  the  plant  to  adjust  to  your 
environment  and  find  the  proper  location  where  they 
can  continue  to  thrive. 

When  traveling  with  plants,  wrap  and  secure 
them  well  so  the  foliage  is  protected;  never  leave  plants, 
no  matter  how  well  wrapped,  in  a  car  overnight.  Thke 
them  into  your  hotel  or  motel  room,  where  they  will  be 
safe  from  fluctuating  temperatures.  If  traveling  in  the 
winter  months,  never  place  plants  in  a  cold  car. 
Remember,  living  plants  thrive  best  in  normal  house 
temperatures;  the  same  temperatures  in  which  people 
are  comfortable. 

So,  place  your  plant  orders  in  confidence, 
knowing  proper  care  will  be  given  and  satisfied 
customers  are  the  grower’s  greatest  joy. 
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by  Pat  Richards 
'  Olathe,  KS 


Over  the  past  few  years,  I’ve  experimented  with 
various  non-toxic  remedies  to  my  violets’  plagues  and 
pests.  Very  few  of  these  remedies  were  a  success.  Then 
why  write  about  them?  Simply  because  my  results  were 
unscientific  and  I  do  make  mistakes.  I’d  love  to  hear 
from  anyone  who  has  had  success  using  a  non-toxic 
remedy. 

Here  is  a  list  of  my  non-toxic  cures,  their  use, 
and  results: 

Garlic  powder  as  a  control  for  soil  mealybug  (1/4 
tsp./pot).  A  very  detailed  publication,  “African  Violet 
Culture,”  published  by  the  Lincoln  African  Violet  Society, 
told  of  one  member’s  success  using  garlic  powder  (not 
salt)  to  control  mealies.  In  my  collection  however,  no 
matter  how  expensive  or  inexpensive  the  powder,  the 
little  white  critters  prevailed.  If  nothing  else,  the  plants 
smelled  very  interesting. 

Alcohol  as  a  remedy  for  foliar  mealybug  (a  cotton 
swab  drenched  with  alcohol  is  used  to  dab  critters  off). 
This  is  a  very  time-consuming  but  effective  process.  Its 
primary  drawback  is  the  need  to  repeat  the  treatment 
frequently  for  newly  hatching  and  hidden  mealies 
(where  do  they  come  from?).  The  alcohol  does  not 
damage  the  foliage. 

Insecticidal  soap  for  soil  mealybug  (drench  with  a 
warm  solution  of  1  tsp.  up  to  1  Tblsp.  soap/gallon 
water).  The  pots  and  rootballs  were  also  soaked  in  the 
solution  for  24  hours,  leaving  a  wet  and  pathetic 
rootball.  The  mealies  were  not  affected.  It  was,  however, 
a  pretty  effective  method  of  leaching. 


When  DE  is  in  the  dry  form  it  has  sharp  edges  that  will 
eradicate  soft-bodied  insects.  However,  add  water  to  DE 
and  it  puffs  up  like  a  sponge,  and  those  sharp  edges 
become  ineffectual.  (Ever  hear  of  “puff-fish”?)  To  be 
effective  in  our  violet  soil,  we  must  let  the  root  ball  dry  I 
out  for  extended  periods,  thus  severely  damaging,  if  not  ; 
killing,  our  violets.  ; 

Insecticidal  soap  for  thrips  (as  directed  on  package),  j 
Does  more  to  kill  blooms  than  thrips. 

Disbudding  to  control  thrips  (all  of  the  time  except  I 
for  show).  An  exhibitor’s  dream,  the  hobbyist’s  ' 
nightmare!  The  most  inexpensive  non-toxic  remedy,  ; 
and  it  builds  great  foliage.  One-hundred  percent  success 
will  not  be  achieved,  but  the  results  are  good  enough  to 
warrant  the  practice.  ' 

i 

Insecticidal  soap  as  a  control  for  mites  (as  package 
directs).  Not  very  effective,  moreover  dangerous!  After 
repeated  attempts  at  control,  my  mental  juices  began  to 
flow,  and  1  realized  the  soap  was  probably  clogging  the 
pores  of  the  violet  leaves.  If  you  decide  to  use 
insecticidal  soap  as  spray,  you  will  need  to  wash  your 
plants  more  often  to  prevent  this  build-up.  Also,  Ringers  i 
Mite  Attack®  proved  more  effective  than  Safers®. 

Diatomaceous  earth  to  control  mites  (dip  a  brush  in 
DE  and  lightly  brush  the  innermost  leaves  of  affected  ; 
plants).  I  believe  in  this  one!  Here  the  DE  is  in  dry  form, 
so  it  is  entirely  lethal  to  the  mites.  The  process  must  be 
repeated  at  least  weekly.  (Mite  eggs  take  2-3  days  to 
hatch.) 


Dawn®  dishwashing  liquid  for  soil  mealybug  (same 
as  for  insecticidal  soap).  One  of  my  own  club  members 
swore  by  this.  My  result  was  the  same  for  insecticidal 
soap,  except  that  the  Dawn  smelled  better. 

Diatomaceous  earth  for  soil  mealybug  (1/2 
cup/gallon  of  soil).  Wow!  What  a  hotly  debated  topic! 
Here’s  my  contribution:  DE  does  not  control  the  mealies. 


Any  of  the  above  for  fungus  gnats.  The  pests  are 
almost  invincible;  no  non-toxic  control  seems  effective. 

Short  of  the  alcohol,  diy  DE  treatment,  and  disbudding, 
there  is  no  sure-fire  non-toxic  solution!  To  be  completely 
truthful,  the  best  and  least  expensive  non-toxic  remedy 
is  to  simply  discard  the  plant.  As  always,  the  best 
preventative  is  isolation  of  all  new  plants. 

Reprintedjrom  the  Missouri  Valley  African  Violet 
Council  Publication,  The  Council  News 
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Worth  Repeating... 

Miniaturizing  the  Miniatures 


About  the  time  we  think  that  there  can  be  nothing 
new  in  the  growing  of  African  violets,  along  comes  a 
new  twist— ’’miniaturizing  miniatures.”  Optimara 
introduced  the  first  of  its  “Little  Jewel”  series— ’Little 
Rose  Quartz’  and  ‘Little  Sapphire’— to  the  African  violet 
world  at  the  1986  St.  Paul  convention.  Since  a 
miniaturized  version  of  almost  anything  seems  to  hold  a 
particular  fascination  for  us,  these  miniatures  captured 
the  fancy  of  all  conventioneers. 

The  fascination  was  generated  not  only  by  the  plants 
but  also  by  the  pots  they  were  growing  in.  Although 
plastic,  the  pots  were  perfect  I'A"  miniature  versions  of 
red  clay  pots,  complete  with  tiny  snap-on  saucers.  The 
plants  were  full  blooming  and  in  perfect  proportion  to  the 
pots.  DoDe’s  Gardens  of  Merritt  Island,  FL  had  an 
exclusive  on  them  for  the  St.  Paul  convention.  Jim 
Whitaker  sold  them  as  fast  as  he  could  unpack  the 
cartons.  Each  carton  held  almost  200  plants!  I  bought  six 
of  them  and  later  regretted  not  buying  more. 

After  I  returned  home  I  began  to  suspect  that  these 
miniatures  were  not  only  miniature  hybrids  but  also  were 
further  miniaturized  through  root  restriction.  Just  for  fun  I 
repotted  ‘Little  Rose  Quartz’  into  a  2 'A"  pot  and  put  a 
tiny  plantlet  of  ‘Lil’  Creeper’  (a  variegated  miniature 
trailer)  into  the  red  thumb-pot.  The  result  was 
captivating.  I  had  a  perfect  multiple-crowned, 
miniaturized  ‘LiT  Creeper.’  It  measured  2W"  across  and 
had  18  minute  blossoms.  The  leaves  and  blossoms  were 
1/3  the  size  of  those  on  the  ‘Lil’  Creeper’  that  I  have 
growing  in  a  4"  pot.  And,  just  as  I  suspected,  the  ‘Little 
Rose  Quartz’  that  had  been  potted  into  the  2V2"  pot  grew 
considerably  larger  with  a  distinct  increase  in  leaf  size. 

In  the  meantime,  I  potted  ‘Falling  Snow,’  ‘Dancin’ 
Trail,’  ‘Baby  Brian’  and  ‘Nancy  Hayes’  in  these  same 
little  pots.  I  got  the  same  results— exquisite  miniaturized 
miniature  trailers.  Of  course,  the  microminiatures  such  as 
‘Teeny  Bopper,’  ‘Tooley  McCooley,’  ‘Pip  Squeak,’  and 
‘Wee  Trail’  are  naturals.  Yet,  when  compared  to  those 
potted  in  pots,  even  they  tend  to  slightly 
miniaturize.  I  am  now  in  the  process  of  miniaturizing  a 
single-crown  variety,  ‘Dawn  Michelle,’  a  very  small¬ 
growing  floriferous  miniature.  So  far  it  is  not 
miniaturizing  as  I  had  hoped,  but  it  is  nicely  shaped  and 
has  lots  of  tiny  buds  showing. 
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By  Pauline  Bartholomew 
Author  oj Growing  to  Show 
Port  Hueneme,  CA 


Microminiature  African  Violet,  ‘Lil’  Creeper’  by 
Pauline  Bartholomew. 


In  my  search  for  a  place  to  buy  the  thumb-pots,  I 
looked  through  the  advertisements  in  the  African  Violet 
Magazine.  The  only  advertiser  listing  1  ‘A"  pots  was  Cape 
Cod  Violetry.  I  took  a  chance  and  ordered  them  sight 
unseen  and  hoped  that  they  would  be  a  miniature 
version  of  the  banded,  white  plastic  pots  and  not  a 
straight-sided  utility  pot.  My  gamble  paid  off.  They  were 
cute  little  miniature  pots.  I  devised  saucers  by  cutting  the 
bottoms  out  of  white,  S'A  oz.  Solo  cups.  This  contrivance 
was  acceptable,  but  it  did  not  have  the  charm  and 
convenience  of  the  little  red  pot  and  saucer. 

Then  Lynn  Lombard  of  The  Velvet  Leaf,  here  in 
southern  California,  obtained  miniature  Optimaras  for 
local  plant  sales.  I  bought  two  dozen  of  them  just  to 
acquire  the  pots.  It  proves  again  that  price  is  no  object 
when  an  African  violeter  wants  something  badly 
enough.  Of  course,  I  didn’t  waste  the  Optimaras.  Those 
that  weren’t  kept  in  their  original  pots  were  transferred  to 
the  white  thumb-pots. 

The  first  public  exhibit  of  my  miniaturized  miniatures 
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was  at  the  Ventura  County  Fair  in  October.  I  put  eight  of 
them  under  a  glass  dome  in  the  African  violet  section  of 
the  floriculture  building.  I  didn’t  enter  them  for  competition 
because  points  would  have  been  lost  for  “size  of  blossom” 
according  to  the  AVSA  scale  of  points.  The  reception  by 
the  general  public  was  astounding.  These  miniatures  were 
the  hit  of  the  floriculture  division.  The  hostess  members  of 
our  Ventura  County  AVS  spent  most  of  their  time 
answering  questions  about  them  and  both  county 
newspapers  ran  a  feature  story  on  them.  How  frustrating  it 
was  that  ‘Lil’  Creeper’  had  only  one  blossom  on  it  when 
one  of  the  newspapers  chose  it  to  photograph. 

These  miniaturized  plants  are  not  truly  bonsai  in 
that  the  configuration  of  the  plant  is  not  shaped  by 
wiring  as  in  the  bonsai  training  of  plants.  However, 
some  of  the  techniques  of  bonsai,  such  as  root 
restriction  and  root  and  foliage  pruning,  are  used.  Of 
course,  that  is  also  the  way  we  restrict  the  size  of  our 
standard  plants.  By  confining  a  standard  variety  to  a  4" 
pot  plus  frequent  root  and  foliage  pruning,  we  can  keep 
the  leaf  span  to  a  manageable  12-14  inches.  Many 
varieties,  if  turned  loose  in  the  soil  volume  of  a  6"  or  8" 
pot  will  grow  to  enormous  dimensions.  However,  there 
is  a  limit  as  to  the  extent  to  which  a  variety  can  be 
miniaturized.  It  is  a  matter  of  proportion;  the  natural 
growth  characteristics  of  the  variety  must  be  considered 
when  choosing  the  pot  size.  The  semiminiature 
varieties  that  I  tried  in  the  thumb-pots,  such  as  ‘Sky 
Diver’  and  ‘Skagit  Rainbow  Trails’,  failed  to  develop  to 
my  satisfaction.  However,  I  plan  on  doing  more 
experimenting  with  other  varieties  of  semiminiature 
trailers. 

Characteristics— The  miniature  Optimaras  have 
proved  to  be  perfectly  adapted  to  this  miniaturizing 
technique.  They  probably  represent  many  years  of 
hybridizing  by  Holtkamp.  ‘Little  Rose  Quartz’  is  the  more 
prolific  bloomer  of  the  two  and  it  easily  can  be  kept  single- 
crowned.  I  grow  it  multiple-crowned  because  it  helps  fill  in 
the  rather  open  foliage.  However,  the  additional  crowns 
remain  as  non-blooming  suckers.  Although  not  as  free 
blooming  as  the  pink,  ‘Little  Sapphire’  is  a  true  bush-type 
trailer  that  maintains  good  form  with  very  little  pruning 
required. 

Some  varieties,  such  as  ‘Dancin’  Trail’,  must  be 
pruned  heavily  at  least  once.  The  first  leaves  will  be 
almost  normal  size.  Then  as  the  root  system  expands  and 
crowds  into  the  thimble-sized  amount  of  soil  mix,  the 
foliage  will  start  to  miniaturize.  After  growth  is  well- 
established,  the  over-sized  leaves  should  be  removed. 
These  leaves  which  come  up  through  the  crowns  like 


porcupine  quills  detract  from  the  form,  shade  the  crowns, 
and  prevent  maximum  bloom. 

Where  To  Grow  Them— If  grown  in  an  open  room, 
the  plants  will  need  a  relatively  sheltered  area.  The  area 
should  be  free  of  drafts  with  stable  temperatures  and  good 
humidity.  I  have  an  ideal  spot  for  them  above  my  kitchen 
sink.  It  is  a  30"  two-tiered  shelf  with  a  24"  double-tube 
fluorescent  fixture. 

Watering— If  grown  in  the  open,  these  miniatures 
need  watering  every  day.  The  saucers  of  mature  plants 
are  filled  to  the  brim,  a  little  over  a  teaspoonful.  Newly 
potted  plants  may  need  only  a  half-saucerful  or  even 
skip  an  occasional  watering  day.  A  turkey  baster  works 
well  for  this  delicate  watering  job.  The  mature  plants  will 
survive  if  an  occasional  watering  day  is  missed,  but  they 
dry  out  rapidly  and  will  deteriorate  if  it  happens  very 
often. 

To  avoid  the  bother  of  daily  watering,  individually 
potted  plants  may  be  grown  in  a  terrarium,  sweater  box 
or  other  protective  container.  Under  these  conditions  they 
need  watering  about  once  a  week.  To  enhance  my 
display  I  lined  the  bottom  of  my  domed  terrarium  with 
bright  green  indoor-outdoor  carpeting.  I  found  that  it  is 
best  not  to  dampen  the  carpeting.  It  causes  excessive 
condensation,  moisture  forms  on  the  foliage,  and  faded 
blossoms  turn  to  mush  and  spot  the  foliage.  If  the 
terrarium  is  full  of  plants,  the  moisture  from  the  pots 
provides  adequate  humidity.  Terrariums  with  large  vents 
may  require  that  the  carpet  be  dampened  in  order  to 
prolong  the  period  between  watering. 

Fertilizing— 1/8  teaspoon  to  the  gallon  of  water  is 
enough  fertilizer  for  those  plants  that  are  watered  every 
day.  The  regular  formula  of  1/4  teaspoon  to  the  gallon  is 
used  for  the  terrarium-grown  plants.  Use  a  low  nitrogen, 
high  phosphorus  fertilizer  to  discourage  rapid  growth  and 
promote  maximum  bloom. 

Lights— These  miniatures  need  to  be  close  to  the 
lights  for  them  to  remain  compact  and  free-flowering. 
Some  varieties  I  have  miniaturized  need  to  be  as  close  as  6 
inches  to  the  lights.  Others  do  well  at  8  to  10  inches.  The 
growth  pattern  and  floriferousness  will  indicate  what  they 
need.  The  lights  should  be  on  for  approximately  14  hours 
a  day. 

Note— Don’t  pot  Texas-Style.  The  root  system  of 
these  plants  need  all  the  soil  mk  the  thimble-sized  pots 
can  hold. 

I  wish  everyone  luck  with  this  exciting  new  way  of 
growing  African  violets. 

Reprintedjrom  Jan/Feb  1987 ^can  Violet  Magazine. 
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BEAUTIFUL 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


Assortments 

Leaves 

Starters 

1 0  Standard 

6.95 

21.95 

10  Miniature 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Semiminiature 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Trailers 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Mixed 

5.95 

19.95 

10  mixed/al!  new 

7.95 

24.95 

NO  MORE  DUPLICATE  PLANTS  OR  LEAVES 

We  are  now  offering  a  new  service  to  our  customers.  With  your  first  order,  send 
us  a  list  of  stock  numbers  from  our  catalogue  for  varieties  you  already  have,  or 
do  not  wish  to  receive.  Our  computer  will  automatically  exclude  these  varieties 
from  any  order  we  send  to  you,  including  assortments.  You  may  also  update 
your  list  of  stock  number  with  each  order.  We  can  only  provide  this  service 
through  the  use  of  our  stock  numbers-please  do  not  send  us  a  list  of  the  names 
of  your  plants.  Send  $1  for  our  catalogue,  or  receive  it  free  with  your  first 
purchase.  Pat's  choice  only  on  assortments.  With  each  $25  of  merchandise 
ordered,  including  supplies,  you  will  receive  a  FREE  YELLOW  OR  CHIMERA 
STARTER  PLANT.  Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $15.  Packing  and  shipping 
$6  plus  .25  per  plant  after  the  first  1 0  plants,  .1 0  per  leaf  after  the  first  ten  leaves. 
We  ship  best  way  to  your  location,  and  use  whatever  method  that  will 
NORMALLY  allow  your  order  to  arrive  within  2  days.  Make  checks  payable  to: 
DUNLAP  ENTERPRISES,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO  63050 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  LEAF  SUPPORTS 

5  Sizes 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 
9"  &  12"  fit  up  to  5"  pot 
15"&18"  fit  up  to  8"  pot 

made  of  leaf-green  plastic,  fit  any  type  of  pots 
send  stamped,  addressed,  long  envelope 
for  price  list  and  current  shipping  charges 

J  F  INDUSTRIES 

CHR-65  Box  309-1  Pryor,  OK  74361-9644 
1-918-434-6768 


STANDARDS 

MINIS 

TRAILERS 


MORE  OLDIES  &  NEW  VARIETIES 


SUSAN  MILLER 
$1 .50  Refundable  List  Price 
419-875-5194 
By  Appt.  Only 

Will  have  most  new  Lyons  varieties,  leaves  only 
for  fall  shipping  $1 .50  each 


STREPS 

SUPPLIES 


14240  Mohler  Road 
Liberty  Center,  OH  43532 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 


JUST  ENOUGH  SINNINGIAS 

Catalog  $2  (with  color  photos  $5) 
Make  check  payable  to  Patti  Schwindt, 

P.O.  Box  560493,  Orlando,  FL  32856. 


NEPTUNE’S  HARVEST: 

Organic  Fish  Fertilizer.  Pleasant  smelling. 
Indoor/Outdoor  use.  Commercially  proven. 
Outperforms  chemicals.  Wholesale/retail. 
1  (800)  259-GROW. 


^^Schute-lnslant" 
Insect  Spray 

is  effective  against 
aphids,  whiteflies, 
mealybugs,  spider 
mites,  and  other 
indoor  &  outdoor 
pests.  Use  it  on 
edibles  up  to  day 
of  harvest! 

Made  With 

BOTANICAL  PYRETHMNS 

FKOM  CHRYSANTHiMUM  FLOWiRS 

Ask  For  "Schultz-tnstant”Products 
At  Local  Floral  &  Garden  Shops 
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CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St. 

Hours  by  appointment 

(508)  548-2798  (after  5:00  p.m.) 

•  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 

WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10, 

also  CHIMERAS.  Latest  releases  from  BOONE,  BARBARA  ELKIN,  BILL  FOSTER, 
GRANGER  GARDENS,  PAT  HARRIS,  HORTENSE,  BILL  JOHNSON,  LYONS,  NESS, 

KENT  STORK,  WRANGLERS  and  much  more.  Catalog  $1.00 

Foreign  catalog  $3.00.  Gifts,  Cards,  Notes  and  Paper  Goods  available. 

PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 

3“-3  i/2"-4"  round  tubs  have  rolled  rims 

SIZE  COLOR  TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

BOO 

1-1/4"  Wt.  (only)  Thumb  Pot  $ 

1.20 

$  2.75 

$  5.00 

$  9.80 

$  44.50 

2-1/4"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

1.95 

3.60 

6.60 

29.00 

2-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.15 

2.15 

3.90 

7.25 

33.00 

3"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.30 

2.95 

5.25 

9.80 

44.50 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.45 

3.60 

6.60 

12.50 

57.00 

4"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.00 

4.25 

7.90 

14.75 

63.00 

4-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.70 

5.90 

11.40 

20.75 

94.00 

6"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.00 

27.70 

125.00 

6-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

3.80 

8.60 

16.60 

30.50 

132.00 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 
1-1/4"  Terracotta 

4.00 

8.00 

14,00 

25.00 

PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt.  2-1/2"  Deep 

2.80 

6.00 

12.00 

22.00 

100.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt.  3-3/4"  Deep 

3.70 

8.75 

14.50 

31.00 

135.00 

7"  Gr.  or  Wt.  4"  Deep 

5.30 

11.75 

25.50 

45.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt.  4"  Deep 

6.00 

14.50 

28.00 

54.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt. 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16,80 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.65 

5.85 

11.10 

20.75 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

4.40 

10.50 

20.00 

38.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 

(recessed  snap-on-lids)  16oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

105.00 

(wicks  not  included)  32  oz 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

170.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green 

100 

500 

1000 

Blue,  Lavender,  Pink 

1.00 

4.75 

7.00 

4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink,  Red,  Yellow 

1.25 

5.75 

10.00 

5"  White,  Lavender. 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2"  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17.00 

PERMANEST  TRAYS  -  Light  Green  -  No  Holes 

1 

6 

12 

25 

50 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

.90 

5.10 

9.75 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.40 

8.00 

15.00 

8“x  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.50 

8.50 

16.20 

1 1 "  X  22"  X  2-3/4" 

PLASTIC  TRAYS  -  No  Holes 

4.50 

26.00 

49.00 

25-1/2"  X  13-1/2"  X  3-3/16"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

20.25 

38.50 

73,50 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  orWt. 

.90 

4.75 

8.75 

18.00 

31.50 

9"  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

20.00 

36.00 

13"  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

r 


NEW 

BiONEEM 

Botanical  Insecticide 
from  the  NEEM  tree. 
Controls  THRIPS 
and  other  insects. 

Trial  size  -  $4.99 
8  oz.  cone.  -  $9.99 
16  oz.  cone.  -  $18.99 
32  oz.  cone. "  $33.99 


PHYSAN  2D 
16  OZ.  -$5.95 
32  OZ.  -  $9.95 
1  gal.  -  $29.95 

SUPERTHRIVE 

1/2  oz.  -  $2.29 

1  oz.  -  $3.39 

2  oz.  -  $4.55 
4  oz.  -  $6.39 

DANDY  POTS 

2-1/4”  -  4" 

OYAMA  PLANTERS 
Mini  -  1-1/2" -2-1/2” -3" 
4"-5"-6" 


BATEMAN’S  BOUNTY  6-2-2 

8  oz.  -  $2.99 
16oz.  -$5.25 

STURDY 
4  oz.  -  $2.99 
8  oz.  -  $5.25 

PLANT  DINNER 
8  oz.  BOUNTY, 

4  oz.  STURDY+ 

Mixer  Dispenser  Bottle 
$6.35 

KEIKIGROW  PLUS 
15  ml -$21.00 


PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 

PETER’S  WATER  SOLUBLE  FERTILIZERS 

Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Formula 

Type 

Size  /  Price 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $2.75  each; 

4  oz. 

12  oz. 

3  for  $7.50;  6  for  $13.50;  12  for  $26.00 

12-36-14 

African  Violet  Special 

$1.25 

$3.25 

1  gal.  (for  large  growers)  $34.00  each. 

5-50-17 

Variegated  Special 

1.25 

3.50 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

15-16-17 

Peat-Lite  Special 

1.25 

3.00 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

4  oz. 

16  oz. 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

20-20-20 

General  Purpose 

1.25 

3.00 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

15-30-15 

House  Plant  Special 

1.25 

3.00 

$4.00  each  -  6/19.20  -  12/36.40  -  24/67.00 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1 .75 

Charcoal 

No.  4  Coarse 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

No.  6  Medium 

1.75 

3.25 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $4.00; 

4  qts. 

1 6  qts. 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.50 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.50 

4.50 

Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost  -  $4.00  min. 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 

Long  Fibered  Sphagnum  Moss 

432  cu.  inches/$3.75 

Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  -  a  full  4  feet  wide 

and  Phone  Number 

$2.25  per  running  yard 

-  whole  yard  lengths 
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Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  Violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ’round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  Journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

3629  Bordeaux  Court  •  Arlington,  Texas  76016 


Why  not  become  a  member  of  the 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
OF  CANADA 

and  receive  CHATTER,  its 
quarterly  publication? 

A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growing  and  showing  of  African 
violets  and  Gesneriads.  USA/International  membership  $14.00. 

Please  send  your  check  or  money  order  to: 

Mrs.  P.J.  Scanlan, 

1573  Arbordale  Ave. 

Victoria,  B.C.  V8N  5J1, 

Canada. 


OVER  800  VARIETIES 
List,  $1.50.  Refundable 
ORDER  NOW  FOR  FALL  SHIPPING! 
LEAVES  AND  SOIL  MIX  ONLY 


Bill  &  Kathryn  Paauwe 
45  Third  Street 
W.  Sayville,  NY  11796 
(516)  589-2724 


JUDY’S  VIOLET  SUMMER  SALE 

Lots  of  good  size  starter  plants  available.  Send  your  want 
list;  if  I  have  it,  I’ll  send  it,  otherwise  plants  are  my  choice, 
labeled,  all  different.  You  may  also  specify  plant  size 
preferred  (std,  semi-mini,  trailer) 

12  New/Previous  Starter  Plants  $24.00 
Plus  $7.00  shipping  for  each  assortment 
Plants  shipped  Priority  Mail 
Show  quality  plants  by  leading  hybridizers 
Offer  expires  10/1/95  U.S.  shipping  only 


Judy’s  Violets 
9  Graeler  Drive 
Creve  Coeur,  MO  63146 


314-997-2859 
Visitors  welcome 
by  appointment 


The  Finest  Quality 

PLANT  STANDS  and 

HOBBY  GREENHOUSES 

you  can  own 

Serious  gardening  hobbyists  can  count  on 
Harris  Seeds  for  a  large  assortment  of  gardening 
supplies  at  excellent  prices. 

The  Harris  Plant  Stands  include  quality  GRO- 
LUX  fluorescent  tubes  and  our  corrosion- 
resistant,  all  tempered  glass  greenhouses  are 
the  finest  you’ll  find. 

Check  the  appropriate  boxes  below  for  the 
FREE  catalog(s)  of  your  choice. 

□  HARRIS  SEEDS  HOME  GARDEN  CATALOG 

□  ELITE  GREENHOUSE  CATALOG 

and  mail  to: 

GARDEN  TRENDS 

PO  BOX  22960 

ROCHESTER,  NY  14692-2960 


1-800-514-4441 


95466 


High  Rolls,  NM  88325 
(505)  682-3584 

New  ‘95  Varieties,  including  yellows 

Leaves  &  standards  available 

Paintings  of  your  favorite  African  Violet 
8x10  011  $75.00 

8x10  Pastel  $50.00 

Free  Price  List  Available 

MC/Visa  Accepted 
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PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS  (Standards,  Tubs,  Squares) 

Inch  Number  of  Pots 


Size 

Color 

Type 

10 

20 

50 

100 

500 

2 

Wh/Gr 

RS 

$  ,90 

$1.75 

$  4.00 

$  6.75 

$  29.00 

2-1/8 

WhTerraCotta  RT 

.90 

1.75 

4.00 

6.75 

29.00 

2-1/4 

Wh 

RS  or  SQ 

1.30 

2.20 

4.65 

8.50 

34.00 

2-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.50 

2.50 

5.50 

9.50 

39.00 

3 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

1.80 

3.30 

7.50 

13.50 

57.50 

3-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  SQ 

2.10 

3.75 

8.50 

15.50 

67.50 

4 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.50 

4.50 

10.00 

18.00 

78.00 

4-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.70 

5.00 

11.00 

20.00 

88.00 

5 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

3.25 

5.80 

13.50 

25.00 

110.00 

6 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

4.00 

6.50 

16.00 

31.50 

135.00 

6-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT 

4.50 

8.25 

18.50 

33.50 

150.00 

NOTE:  Good  rolled  rims  on  3",  3-1/2",  &  4"  Round  Tubs 
RS:  ht.  =  width  /  RT:  ht.  =  3/4  width  /  SQ  &  RS:  same  volume 


PLASTIC  PAN  POTS  shallow  depth  about  1/2  top  diam 


Size 

Color 

10 

20 

50 

100 

250 

5" 

Wh/Gr 

$3.30 

$  6.25 

$14.50 

$25.50 

$  58.00 

6" 

Wh/Gr 

4.00 

7.75 

18.00 

33.50 

78.00 

6.5" 

Wh/Gr 

4.25 

8.25 

19.25 

36.25 

88.00 

8” 

Wh/Gr 

6.40 

12.00 

28.00 

54.00 

129.00 

10" 

Wh/Gr 

9.90 

18.75 

45.00 

85.50 

208.00 

Snap-on  saucers  available  -  listed  in  catalog 


WATER  RESERVOIRS  -  (see  through)  for  WICK-WATERING 


Volume  Size  20 

8oz.  (4"w.  X  1-3/4"h.)  $8.00 

16  oz.  (4"w.  X  3"h.)  8.00 

32  oz.  (5-1 /4"w  X  3-3/8"h.)  12.50 


1/2  price  for  containers  OR  lids  only. 
Wicks  not  supplied. 


50 

100 

500 

$18.50 

$34.00 

$140.00 

18.50 

34.00 

140.00 

28.00 

52.00 

200.00 

LEAF  SUPPORTS  -  J.  F.  INDUSTRIES 

3 

10 

25 

6"  fits  up  to  3“  pot 

$2.75 

$  8.00 

$18.00 

9"  tits  up  to  5"  pot 

3.25 

9.50 

21.00 

12"  tits  up  to  5"  pot 

4.00 

11.00 

23.75 

1 5"  tits  up  to  8"  pot 

6.25 

17.75 

37.50 

1 8"  tits  up  to  8"  pot 

7.00 

20.00 

41.00 

SEND  ORDERS  TO  /  REQUEST  CATALOGS  FROM: 

THE  VIOLET  HOUSE,  Dept.  AV 
P.  O.  Box  1274  *  Gainesville,  FL  32602 


Shipping  &  Handling  Charges: 

United  Parcel  Service  to  EASTERN, 

MIDWESTERN  &  SOUTHERN  STATES  .  .  .  $4.25 
to  WEST  (MN,  ND,  SD,  NE,  CO,  NM,  AZ,  UT, 

WY,  ID,  MT,  WA,  OR,  NV,  CA)  .  .  .  $4.50 
U.  S.  Mail  (AIR  OR  SURFACE) 

&  ALL  OTHER  AREAS . .  ACTUAL  COST 


an  <HOUSE 


SOMETHING 
NEW 

HAS  BEEN 
ADDED. 

We  have  added  a  very  nice  line  of  gift  cards 
to  our  operation.  No  fancies,  no  gimmicks, 
no  Christmas  cards,  just  greeting  cards. 

Standard  grade  - 12  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $4.95 
Deluxe  grade  -  14  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $8.95 

Assorted  cards  -  12  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $5.95 

If  you  know  someone  who  wants  to  add  something  beautiful  to 
their  gift  shop,  please  contact  us. 


TOLL  FREE:  1-800-377-8466  -  24  HOURS 


POTTING  MATERIALS  (Max.  of  8  gal 

for  one  SHIPPING 

CHARGE  -  for  each  additional  gallon  add 

$.50  to  shipping) 

VIOLET  HOUSE  SOILLESS  MIX 

2  gal. 

$3.25 

A  mix  of  peat,  perlite,  vermiculite 

lime  &  minimum  amt.  fertilizer. 

FINE  SEEDLING  MIX 

2  gal. 

3.25 

like  VH  Mix,  but  fine  vermiculite  and  no 

fertilizer 

PERLITE  -  aerates  soil 

1  gal. 

1.75 

VERMICULITE  -  holds  moisture 

1  gal. 

1.75 

CANADIAN  PEAT  -  milled 

2  gal. 

2.75 

DOLOMITE  LIME  -  sweetens  mix 

1  lb. 

1.30 

CHARCOAL  -  keeps  mix  sweet 

12  oz. 

1.75 

PETER’S  FERTILIZER 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIAL  (12-36-14) 

12  oz. 

$3.25 

VARIEGATE  SPECIAL  (5-50-17) 

12  oz. 

3.50 

BLOSSOM  BOOSTER  (10-30-20) 

16  oz. 

2.75 

PEAT-LITE  (15-16-17) 

12  oz. 

3.00 

SEEDS 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SEEDS  -  NADEAU 

Grow  unique,  beautiful  African  Violets 
#1  Standard:  #2  Mini;  #3  Variegate;  or  #4  Trailers 
KIT  -  each:  100  seeds,  instructions,  soilpellets, 


&  container  for  germinating.  . . $5.75 


PESTICIDE 

SCHULTZ-INSTANT  Insect  pump;  Pyrethrin . 12  oz.  $4.25 

SYSTEMIC  GRANULES .  8  oz.  $4.75 

SAFERS  SOAP,  Ready  to  use . . .  8  oz.  $3.25 

SAFERS  SOAP  CONCENTRATE . . . . .  8  oz.  $4.75 

MALATHION-50 .  8  oz.  $4.30 


OUR  NEW  MANAGEMENT  POLICY: 

AS  OF  OCTOBER  1,  1994,  FOR  YOUR  CONVENI- 

ENCE  AND  SATISFACTION  -  We  have  installed  a 
24  hour  800  phone  number  -  1-800-377-8466  and 
will  accept  VISA  and  Master  Card. 

THE  J.D.  RICE  FAMILY  ARE  THE  NEW 
VIOLET  HOUSE  OWNERS. 
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INDOOR  GARDENING  SUPPLIES 

P.  O.  Box  40567-AV  •  Detroit,  Ml  48240  *  Phone  (313)  426-9080  •  Fax;  (313)  426-7803 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 
FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

4-  PLANT  TRAYS  4-  LIGHTED  STANDS  4 
4-  METERS,  TIMERS  4-  PLANTLITES  4>  ACCESSORIES  4 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $29.63  12  =  $51.88  24  =  $100.06 


G48PLA  $347.60 
W/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shells  w/8  Trays 
70H  X  27L  X  23D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID, 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX 
VISA,  MASTERCARD,  CHECKS  &  COD’S  ACCEPTED 

FREE  32  PAGE  CATALOG 


WP156AW  $22.00 
Window  Planter 
3  Trays,  12  Pots 
3  Pcs  Eggcrate, 
12  Wicks 


Ifo¥e  a  WmM 
of  ^dUds 
M  Your 
F^igartips! 

Join  the  American 
Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating  world 
of  orchids  each  month  when  you 
become  a  member  of  the  AmericEin 
Orchid  Society.  Your  journey  begins  when  you  open  the 
American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to  pages  filled  with 
priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid  culture  accompanied 
by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid  photographs.  A  special 
advertising  section  helps  locate  sources  of  orchid  plants, 
supplies,  items  from  the  AOS  Book  Department  and 
whatever  else  is  needed  to  become  a  successful  grower. 
Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to  your 
fingertips.  Please  write  or  call  for  a  free,  four-color 
membership  brochure  and  let  the  journey  begin. 

Ameriean  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 
6000  South  Olive  Avenue  *  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 
(407)  585-8666 


“You  CAN  Fool  Mother  Nature” 


Hydroponics  and 
indoor  Gardening 


TravisMoIets. 

P.  O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 

!  2  FREE  VIOLETS  ! 


Phone  1-912-574-5167 
1-912-574-5236 

ORDERS  ONLY  - 
Fax  1-912-574-5173 


r — ^ 

MasterCardiJ 


New  &  older  varieties  of  African  Violets,  from  leading  hybridizers,  and  our  own  new  plants.  All  orders 
before  September  1  will  receive  2  FREE  PLANTS  with  every  10  plants  ordered.  Send  $1  for  our  new 
1995  catalog,  or  order  from  our  ad  in  the  January  issue  of  AVM.  Try  our  super  special  12  Husky 
Starters  -  all  different  -  $30  Postpaid  -  All  plants  our  choice.  VISA-MASTERCARD  -  List  all  info  on 
card  -  Min.  card  order  $30.  ad  expires  09/30/95 
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Rob's 

Mini-o-le1s 


African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 


Available  now  for  shipping  only  from  Rob’s  Mini-o-lets 

Some  of  ‘What ’s  Ofezo: 

ROB’S  ALBATROSS:  loads  of  huge  dbl.  white  and  blue  stars; 

nice  med.  green  foliage;  striking  semimini 
ROB’S  BOOLAROO:  sparkling  dbl.  light  pink,  heavily  peppered 
w/blue;  heavy  blooming  semimini  trailer 
ROB’S  CATCH  ME:  fluffy  triple  blooms  of  deep  pink,  dotted 
w/dark  rose;  dark  foliage;  very  profuse  semimini 
ROB’S  CATERPILLAR:  mounds  of  sdbl.  white  buttercup  blooms 
w/green  edges  and  pink  center;  var.  foliage;  semimini 
ROB’S  CHOO  CHOO:  sdbl.  white  w/  good  edging  of  rosy-red; 

very  tiny,  glossy  foliage;  a  must  for  micromini  lovers 
ROB’S  GREEN  JEANS:  dbl.  white  w/outer  petals  of  lime-green; 

glossy,  var.  foliage;  lots  of  bloom;  semimini 
ROB’S  HOCUS  CROCUS:  terrific!;  sdbl  salmon-pink  bells  tinged 
w/green;  tons  of  bloom  over  dark  foliage;  small  semimini 
ROB’S  LILLI  PILLI;  certain  show-winner;  sdbl.  deep  lav-pink 
w/dark  blue  fantasy;  great  trailing  habit;  semimini 
ROB’S  OOH  LALA:  large  triple  white  pom  pom’s,  heavily  frilled 
and  edged  in  blue;  very  pretty  semimini 
ROB’S  SEDUCTION:  stunningly  beautiful;  sdbl.  deep  cerise-pink 
petals  tipped  in  dk.  burgandy,  then  edged  in  white-green;  very 
dark,  var.  foliage;  great  semimini 
ROB’S  SUGAR  CUBE:  huge  bouquet  of  large  dbl.  white  stars 
over  nicely  var.  foliage;  terrific  small  semimini 
ROB’S  WAGGA  WAGGA:  never  ending  profusion  of  dk.  blue 
dbis.  touched  white;  excellent  trailing  semimini 
ROB’S  WIND  CHIMES:  everyone’s  favorite!;  large,  dbl.  silver 
star  bells  w/touches  of  green;  dark  var.  fol.;  semimini 
ROB’S  WOOLOOMOOLOO:  masses  of  sparkling  dbl.  pink 
blooms  over  nicely  trailing  semimini  foliage 

...plus  7  other  new  ones,  including  another  trailer  as  well  as 
dozens  of  other  favorites. 

Now  also  shipping  standard-size  varieties.  Wide 
selection  of  Streptocarpous  still  available. 

PRICES:  $3.25  per  plant 
Please  add  $6  for  postge  and  packaging 
Club  project  and  wholsesale  plants  at  discount  prices 
TRUE  BLOOM  COLOR  &  SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED 

SEND  $1  (refundable)  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 

DR.  RALPH  ROBINSON  (‘ROB’) 

PHONE:  716-374-8592 
P.O.  BOX  9,  NAPLES,  NEW  YORK  14512 


FLORALSOFFREDERIC]^ 

Alyce  Droege 


BEST  VARIETIES-YELLOWS  TOO! 
STANDARDS  IN  3”  &  4”  &  LEAVES 


MINIS 

TRAILERS 

CHIMERAS 

EPISCIAS 


CHIRITAS 
SINNINGIAS 
STREPTOCARPUS 
Other  GESNERIADS 


COMPLETE  GROWERS  SUPPLIES 

design  supplies-books-pincups  2-3/4”  to  5-1/2” 
bioenergy  plus/fertilizers/spray/soil 
dandy  pots-2  sizes-many  colors 
growing  pots,  oyamas,  hanging  baskets 
beautiful  ceramic  wick  pots  (pat.  pend.) 

6  sizes  -  decorator  colors 

beautiful  handpainted  aprons  &  totes  &  china 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES  -  CATALOGUE  $2.00 


155  SPARTAN  DR. 

MAITLAND,  EL.  3275 1 
407  -  339-5533 

E/S4” 

Tuesday  -  Saturday  10am-6pm 

1-800-771-0899  orders  only 


V _  J 


$39000 


plus  freight.  Texas  customers 
add  7%  sales  tax  on  total. 


3  shelf  stand,  Model  3S48.  Width  51-1/2,  Depth  23-1/2,  Height  67-1/4  inches. 
Plant  stands  include  all  parts  needed.  Framework,  Plastic  Trays,  Bolts, 
Metal  Hooks,  11  inch  Bulb  Spaced  Fluorescent  Fixtures,  Gro-Lux  wide 
spectrum  fluorescent  Lamps,  Growing  Guide  and  Instructions. 

Color  catalog  on  African  Violets,  Plant  Stands  &  Supplies  $1 .00. 

Phone  for  freight  charges  214-526-3484. 

VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES,  2714  Minert  St.,  Dallas,  Texas  75219 
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Tired  of  soggy  Show  Table  Drapes???? 

Weary  of  ^  circles  under  your  Show  Plants???? 

THEN  -  SWITCH  TO 
OS  “UNICOVER”  POT  COVERS! 

AVAILABLE  IN  WHITE  ONLY 


SIZE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

2  -  1/8’’ 

1.40 

3.25 

6.00 

11.00 

50.00 

2  -  3/8” 

1.50 

3.50 

6.50 

12.00 

55.00 

4” 

1.60 

3.75 

7.00 

13.00 

60.00 

6” 

2.30 

5.50 

10.50 

20.00 

95.00 

NEW  FROM  OS 

THE  SP-18.  reOWL 

MEASURES  7”  x  3”  -  WHITE  ONLY 
MATCHING  AS-20  SAUCER  AVAILABLE 


10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

SP-18 

3.80 

9.00 

17.00 

32.00 

150.00 

AS-20 

2.50 

5.75 

10.50 

19.00 

85.00 

COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS  N  THINGS 
LOIS  &  ED  HOLST 
P.O.Box  4871  •  Macon,  GA  31208 
(912)  743-4720 


than^ 


!f  f 
•  •  • 


To  show  how  much  we 
appreciate  your  business, 
we  are  having  a 

^SUMMER  SPECIAU 

Buy  3  violets... get  1  violet  FREE! 

(customer’s  choice,  must  be  of  equal  value  or  less) 

Ojfer  ends  September  1,  1995 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

14  Mutchler  St.  Dolgeville,  NY  13329 

Where  The  Violets  Are!’* 


1995  color  catalog  $3 
International  $6 


MIDLAND  VIOLETS 

Home  of  the  “NESS”  Hybrids 

Direct  from  the  Hybridizer  to  you! 

1995  RELEASES  -  WE  GROW  ’EM  TO  WIN 

Featuring  corals,  reds,  fantasies,  yellow/white  blends 
and  several  exciting  new  chimeras.  Send  $1.00  in  cash 
(refundable)  for  1995  descriptive  list.  1995  Convention 
Display  Table  plants  will  be  ready  for  Fall  shipment. 
Place  your  order  early  to  get  best  choice.  Please  list 
subs.  Need  club  project  plants?  Call  for  price  and 
availability. 

Still  available:  All  1994  varieties,  including  a  large  supply  of 

Ness’  Satin  Rose,  (semi-mini),  judged  2nd  Best 

New  Introduction 

at  the  Denver  Convention,  These  and  many  more,  including 
our  whites,  both  standards,  semis  and  minis. 

Don  &  Jean  Ness  •  3667  Midland  Ave. 

White  Bear  Lake,  MN  55110 

Call  (612)  429-4109 


YOUR  PLANTS 
MISSING  SOMETHING? 


Ordinary  fertilizers  contain  N-P-K  and 
occasionally  some  trace  elements.  Only  DYNA-GRO 
LIQUID  NUTRIENTS  with  Pro-TeKt  silicon  supplement, 
supply  ail  6  macronutrients  plus  all  11  trace  elements 
essential  for  complete  plant  nutrition.  Grow  award 
winning  Violets  with  DYNA-GRO!  Here's  what  a  satisfied 
customer  has  to  say:  "Before  using  Dyna-Gro,  my  plants 
were  just  sitting  still.  I  started  using  Dyna-Gro  just 
weeks  before  the  show.  With  31  plants,  I  won,  the 
Sweepstakes  Ribbon,  Best  Collection,  10  Best  in  Class,  30 
First  place,  and  1  Red  Ribbon. 

What  a  difference,  I  really  like  your  products!" 

WEVE  GOT  WHAT  IT  TAKES! 


The  ^lltritioll  .Suliitiun'" 


1065  Broadway,  San  Pablo,  California  94806 

Call  800-DYNA-GRO  for  Award  Winning  Formulas 
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LES  VIOLEHES  NATALIA 

P.O.  Box  206,  Beecher  Falls,  VT  05902-0206  USA 
124  ch.  Grapes,  Sawyerville,  QC  JOB  3A0  Canada 
(819)  889-3235 

NORTH  AMERICA’S  LARGEST  SELECTION 
OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  AND  GESNERIADS 

Offering  you  a  superior  selection  of  the  most  Popular  and  Award  Winning  Vioiets! 

Try  These  Beautiful  NEW  INTRODUCTIONS  FOR  1995  By  Leading  Canadian  Hybridizers; 

Natalia’s:  CORAL  ROCH  -  CHERRY  PARFAIT  -  EXTRAVAGANTE  -  LOIS  RUSH  - 
MOUSTACHE  -  MEAT  COVE 

J.  Beli:  JEANIE’S  PET  -  DONNA  MARIE  -  SANDY  KIERSTEAD  -  SUSAN  BROOKS 
A.  Adams:  COPPELIA  -  CORONA  -  CURLINA  -  FUN  AND  JOY  -  TWICE  AS  NICE 
Y.  Decelles:  BOUQUET  -  OBSESSION  -  SERENADE 

Y.  Lambert:  VON’S  CHRISTMAS  TOY  -  VON’S  CHERUB  -  VON’S  SIMPLE  SIMON  - 
VON’S  BABY  JAY  -  VON’S  SMALL  GIFT 
G.  Durand:  NEW  BORN  -  SILK  TAFFETA 
L.  Laufer:  CARALIL’S  DREAM  SPEAKER  -  CARALIL’S  DANCER 

NEW  AND  OLDER  VARIETIES  BY  POPULAR  U.S.  HYBRIDIZERS: 

Blansit  -  Boone  -  Munk;  Robinson  -  Pittman  -  Smith  -  Swift  -  Lyon  Greenhouses  - 
Granger  Gardens  -  E.  Adams’-  Gehr  -  Bryant  -  Johnson  -  Wasmund  -  Burns  -  Stork  -  R.  Cox  ■ 

Champion  -  Maas 

YELLOW  VIOLET  VARIETIES  BY:  Blansit  -  Sorano  -  Gehr  -  Pittman 
Also  a  wonderful  selection  of  CHIMERAS  -  TRAILERS  -  SAINTPAULIA  SPECIES 

OVER  700  HYBRID  AND  SPECIE  GESNERIADS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

Miniature  Sinningia  -  Episcia  -  Streptocarpus  -  Columnea  -  Chirita  -  Aeschynanthus 

Achimenes  -  Kohleria 

Terrarium  Plants  &  Fragrant  Flowering  Plants 
Wholesale  pricing  -  Club  discounts  -  Project  plants 

Don’t  delay!  Order  our  60  page  mail  order  catalogue  today! 

U.S.  &  Canada  $2.50  /  Overseas  $5.00 

VISIT  OUR  GREENHOUSE  OPEN  10:00  to  5:00  Tuesday  through  Sunday 
124  ch.  Grapes,  Sawyerville,  Quebec 

WE  SHIP  INTERNATIONALLY 
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SHIRLEY’S  HOUSE  OF 
VIOLETS 

SPECIAL  FOR  SUMMER 

SALE  ON  YELLOW  VIOLETS!! 

ALAMO  GOLD  -  STANDARD--$10.00 
BLUSHING  IVORY  -  STANDARD— $5.00 
NESS’  FANTASY  GOLD  -  STANDARD— $10.00 
HIS  PROMISE,  HEAVENLY  DAWN, 

MAJESTY  -  STANDARDS— $10.00 
MINIATURES  /  SEMIMINIATURES  -  LEMON  COOKIE, 
GOLDEN  NUGGET,  GOLDEN  TOUCH,  MOON  GOLD, 
TEXAS  BUTTERCUP,  TEXAS  SUNSHINE,  TEXAS  GOLD 
AND  LOLLIPOP  -  $7.00  EACH.  LEAVES  ON  THE  ABOVE 
PLANTS  -  $2.00  EACH 

Some  varieties  that  we  ran  out  of  in  the  spring,  due  to 
demand,  are  again  available.  These  1995  varieties  are  from 
PITTMAN,  HOBBS,  NESS,  BURNS,  FOSTER,  SORANO, 
HARRIS,  MUNK,  AND  OTHERS.  Our  descriptive  list  is 
available  for  $1.00  in  cash  or  stamps.  Shipping  on  4  plants  is 
$6.00.  25  cents  for  each  additional  plant. 

TRAILERS-OLD  AND  NEW-  Dora  Lee,  Falling  Star,  The 
Madam,  Bobby  Sox  Belles,  Cherry  Blossom  Trail,  Bellewood 
Trail 

LEAVES  OF  SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE— 24  CURRENT  AND 

PREVIOUS  RELEASES  $16.00.  24  CURRENT  RELEASES- 

-$20.00.  50  NEW  AND  PREVIOUS  RELEASES-$28.00. 

Priority  shipping  on  leaves  $4.50  Texans  add  7  3/4%  tax. 

Our  address  -  1034  RAYBURN  DRIVE,  SAN  ANTONIO,  TX  78221 
(210)  923-1093.  Make  checks  payable  to  Shirley  Sanders. 

WE  SHIP  ONLY  IN  THE  U.S.  AND  ITS  TERRITORIES. 
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SUMMER  SPECIALS 

TAKE  AN  EXTRA  25%  OFF 
ALL  ASSORTMENT  PRICES 

Special  Good  Thru  9/15/95 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS  BY 


§ivJLiU 


RETAIL  ASSORTMENT  SPECIALS  -  Our  choice  of  new  and 


older  varieties  in  2  1/2" 
variety 

'  pots,  bud  &  bloom,  each 
different. 

Total  Ordered 

Standards 

Minis 

Chimeras 

5  plants 

$2.00  ea 

$1.80  ea 

$3.80  ea 

1 0  plants 

$1.75  ea 

$1.50  ea 

$3.50  ea 

1 5  plants 

$1.60  ea 

$1.35  ea 

$3.00  ea 

20  plants 

$1.45  ea 

$1.20  ea 

$2.60  ea 

25  plants 

$1.30  ea 

$1.00  ea 

$2.25  ea 

Please  add  $6.25  for  shipping.  West  coast  add 
40(t  per  plant  extra 


★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 
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★ 
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★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 


★  Assortments  can  be  mixes  of  standards,  minis,  and  chimeras.-^ 


★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 


Not  applicable  with  discount  coupons.  Send  SASE  for  list. 
Granger  Gardens  1060  Wilbur  Road,  Medina  OH  44256 

(216)239-2349  ^ 

★ 

WHOLESALE  DISCOUNTS  ALSO  AUAILAOLE  ^ 
CALL  FOR  DETAILS  ★ 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


BIG  SKY  VIOLETS 


1  1/4”  -  miniwell 

2  1  /8”  -  midwell 
4”  -  maxiwell 

Dandy  Pot  &  Mini  Dandy  reservoir  wiek  planters 
Colors:  white,  purple,  lavender,  It. pink,  mauve.  It.  blue, 
med.  blue,  It.  green,  dk.  green  apricot,  brown. 

Dandy  Pot:  4"  with  1”  leaf  support  &  16  oz  reservoir  -  $5.50 

Mini  Dandy:  2  1  /4”  with  3/4”  leaf  support  &  4oz  reservoir  -  $3.75 

Swift’s  Moist  Rite  planter:  white.  It.  green  or  black 

$3.50  ea  -  6/$17.15  -  12/$33.00  -  24/$63.30 

Oyama  “Texas  Style”  planters:  white,  brown,  terracotta 


Size 

1 

6 

12 

1  1/2” 

$0.99 

$5.60 

$10.39  (White  Only) 

2  1/2” 

1.55 

8.25 

15.29 

4” 

2.25 

11.65 

21.59 

5” 

2.55 

14.00 

26.00 

6” 

4.95 

27.85 

51.65  (White  Only) 

Optimara  Potting  Soil:  ultra  light,  ph  balanced 
1  for  $3.69  3  for  $  10.35  6  for  19.20 


11-24 

2S  or  more 

$0.95 

$0.90 

$1.65 

$1.55 

$2.45 

$2.25 

Optimara  Violet  Food:  1 5  pre-measured  packets  per  box 
1  for  $1.75  4  for  $6.40  12  for  $17.95 

Fredette’s  Allegro:  plant  tonic  for  cuttings  &  starter  plants 
4oz  bottle:  1  for  $2.50  3  for  $7.00  6  for  $13.00 

Naccosan:  prevents  Algae  on  matting  or  in  reservoirs 
1  pint  bottle  -  $7.45 

Bioneem:  A  botanical  insecticide  from  the  Neem  tree.  For 
control  of  Thrips  and  other  insects.  Safe  for  use  around 
people  and  pets.  8oz  concentrate  -  $8.35 
Sucker  Plucker:  a  must  have  tool  for  grooming  -  $1.95  each 
Grooming  Brush:  great  for  cleaning  leaves  -  $3.50  each 
Natural  Sponge:  veiy  gentle  for  removing  dust  -  $1.25  each 

Shipping  Charges:  $7.00  or  10%  of  total,  whichever  is 
greater.  For  catalog  listing  many  other  items  send  $2.50, 
cash  or  stamps 


OPTIMARA  wick-reservoirs 

1  -  10 

$1.00 
$1.75 
$2.60 


10678  Schoolhouse  Lane 


Moiese,  MT  59824 


(406)  644-2296 
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CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
28  Minot  St.  Falmouth  MA  02540 
Phone  508-548-2798  after  5:00  p.m. 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY  is  pleased  to  announce  that  we  have  recently  acquired 
the  distributorship  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  from  Jim 
Buchanan  of  PATCHES  AND  POTS.  ELISA’S  violet  support  rings  are  the  original 
support  ring  used  by  thousands  of  violet  growers  for  many  years  and  continues  to 
be  a  leader  in  the  field.  We  would  like  to  thank  Jim  for  giving  us  the  opportunity  to 
supply  you  with  the  original  violet  support  ring  and  wish  him  well  in  his  future  and 
continuing  endeavors  serving  the  violet  world. 

John  and  Barbara  Cook 

We  invite  businesses  and  clubs  to  send  for  wholesale  list. 


VIOLET  SHOWCASE 
FALL  SPECIALS 


Violet  Showcase  Plant  Assortment  -  Six  different  standard  sized  starter  plants  will  be 

chosen  for  you  from  our  available  stock  when  your  order  arrives.  We  will  choose  an  assortment  of  leaf  and  blossom 
types  and  bloom  color  in  each  shipment.  All  plants  will  be  husky,  well-rooted,  named,  labeled  varieties  in  2  1/4"  pots. 
A  $25  value  -  our  choice  of  varieties  -  only  $14.50  which  includes  packing  and  Priority  Mail  shipping,  and  a  free 
catalog/list,  or  $27  per  dozen  plants.  Minis,  trailers,  and  variegated  foliage  types  available  upon  request. 

Violet  Showcase  Basic  Supplies  Kit  -  All  of  the  supplies  necessary  to  try  wick 

watering  (a  great  way  to  grow  violets!)  PLUS  step-by-step  instructions.  Includes  a  1  oz.  pouch  of  Volkmann  Bros 
Constant  Feed  Fertilizer  (15-30-15),  a  3  quart  bag  of  Potting  Medium  (especially  mixed  for  wicking),  6  Volkmann 
Bros,  wicking  saucers,  six  3"  rolled  rim  tub  pots,  six  3  1/2"  rolled  rim  tub  pots,  6  yrds  of  wicking  cord,  and  our  best¬ 
selling  VIOLETS  THE  SHOWCASE  WAY  booklet.  A  $17.00  value  for  only  $13.50  which  includes  UPS  shipping  and 
handling,  and  a  free  catalog/list. 

Send  for  your  free  complete  catalog/descriptive  plant  list  of  supplies  and  violets. 

Clubs/large  scale  growers  ask  for  our  discount  bulk  supplies  list 
a1  Telephone  (303)  761-1 770  •  FAX  (303)  762- 1808 

The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway  -  Dept  AV  -  Englewood,  Colorado  80110 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  10  to  5  (Mountain  Time)  closed  Sunday  &  Tuesday 

Established  1969 
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FEED& 
WATER  ALL 
YOUR  HOUSE 
PLANTS! 


Ejcclnsiwe  Fertilizer/Proportioner 
Bottle. 

Watering  wand  and  misting 
attachments. 

Exclusive  positive-lock  aerator 
adaptor. 

Sure  and  easy  on/off  "push  button", 
50  foot  rugged,  break-resistant 
vinyl  hose. 

Full  one-year  warranty  on  parts 
and  labor. 

Slquamatic  iHbse 

$23.99 

Shipping  &  Handling  $5.00 
NY  Residents  add  $2.32  tax 
Visa  &  MasterCard  accepted. 
Phone  Orders  Accepted. 


PLANT  COLLECTIBLES 

103  KENVIEW  AVE.,  DEPT.  AV,  BUFFALO,  NY  14217 
(716)  875-1221 

TOP  QUALITY  SUPPLIES  -  LOW  PRICES  -  FAST  SERVICE 
Catalog  features  lOO's  of  products  for  your  Violet  needs. 

POTS.. POTS..  POTS. ..(ALL  SIZES  &  COLORS),  MICRO-MINI 
POTS,  MINI  WELLS,  RESERVOIRS  (ALL  COLORS),  SAUCERS, 
HANGING  POTS,  MARKERS,  HUMIDITY  DOMES,  FLATS  & 
INSERTS,  INDOOR  WATERING  HOSES  &  MUCH  MORE. 
WHOLESALE  &  RETAIL.  PROUD  TO  BE  YOUR  OS  PLASTIC 
WHOLESALE  DISTRIBUTOR.  INDIVIDUALS  &  CLUBS  ENCOUR¬ 
AGED  TO  BUY  FULL  CASES  AT  WHOLESALE  PRICES 


FULL  LINE  OF  PLANT  STANDS, 
LIGHT  FIXTURES  &  ACCESSORIES. 


m 


CATALOG  FREE  -  Send  3  Stamps  for  Postage. 


JIM  WILDMAN 

1 33  Rosemont  Drive 

Syracuse,  NY  13205 

Specializing  in  Minis  &  Trailers 
Shipping  April  1st  -  Oct.  15th 


Send  $1 .00  for  list 
Telephone  -  315-492-2562 

Visitors  Welcome  By  Appointment 
African  Violets  Leaves  &  Related  Supplies 


SPRING  SPECIALS 

12  leaves,  my  choice  -  $14.00  postage  paid 
24  leaves,  my  choice  -  $25.00  postage  paid 
48  leaves,  my  choice  -  $45.00  postage  paid 
12  plants,  my  choice  -  $35.50  postage  paid 


BELISLE’S  VIOLET  HOUSE 

MARCIA  BELISLE 
P.  O.  Box  1 1 1  AV 
Radisson,  Wisconsin  54867-01 1 1 
(715)  945-2687 

QUALITY  VIOLETS  CHOICE  GESNERIADS  CATALOG  $2.00 


Hybrid  Tea  Roses  •  Antique  Roses 
African  Violets  •  Gesneriads 
AV  Soil  •  Supplies 


ozell  Rose  Nursery 
&  Violet  Boutique 


1995  catalog  $1.00  (refundable) 
Visitors  welcome  by  appointment 


Billy  and  Carolyn  Rozell 

1 2206  Hwy.  31  West  903-595-5137 

Tyler,  7X  75709-9738  Fax:  903-593-7956 


/4cfiee 

Custom  IVIade  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


YVONNE  ACREE 

3233  Lockmoor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  73220 
(214)  337-6043 


Grow  The  "Miracle"  Companion  Plants! 

Pimerican  QCo?(inia 
and  (fesneriad  Society 

Membership  includes  a  subscription  to 
The  Gloxinian  magazine  (six  issues)  plus  a 
copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads” 

$20.00  Single  Membership 

Outside  of  the  U.S.  $25.00  in  U.S.  Funds. 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Membership  Secretary 
Dept.  AV 

c/o  Horticulture  Society  of  New  York 
128  W.  58th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  10019 
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AV  WORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 

Thanks  to  “G-T-S”  I  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 

I  tell  everyone.  “If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren’t 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential.”  Mrs.  M.  L.  Home 
(Includes  unique  chapter  on  “Miniaturing  The  Miniatures") 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  1 12  pages 
8 ‘A  X  11  paperback 


usa/canada  ^ 

$1.50  p&h  +  _L&.yo 

calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage:  $7.50 
air  mail,  or  $2.50  surface 

AV  Enterprises  Press 
P.O.  Box  6778-A 
Oxnard,  CA  93030 

SAVE  *1.95 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.20  ea.)  usa/can  p&h  75<t  each 
(save  75<t  ea.)  total  $1.95!  Overseas  $1.20  ea.  surface. 


Cheryl  Hukle  5520  Wilkins  Rd. 

813-626-681 7  Tampa,  FL  3361 0 

1-800-771-7421 

Full  line  of  supplies  -  Oyama  Pots 
African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 
Project  plants  and  sale  plants 
Wholesale  price  list  for  clubs 
Free  catalog 


Visitors  Welcome  by  Appointment 


SHOW  FAVORITES 
M.  BURNS  -  24  Varieties;  Croteau  - 
18  Varieties  ...  Also  Boone,  Stork, 
Johnson,  Wilson,  Granger,  Lyon, 
Decelles,  Trembley,  etc.  Leaves  only 
List  $1 ,  Refund  w/order.  P.  O.  Box  8085 
West  Chester,  OH  45069 
Ph.  513-777-2524 


ZACA  VISTA  NURSERY_/yy^ 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIALISTS 

TEIE 

WEDNESDAY  thru  SUNDAY  -  9  a.m.  'til  5  p.m. 
closed:  Monday  and  Tuesday 

WE  SHIP  STARTER  PLANTS:  STANDARD.  MINIATURE, 
SEMIMINI  and  TRAILING  AFRICAN  VIOLET  VARIETIES  - 
also  OTHER  GESNERIADS  &  GROWING  SUPPLIES 

SEND  $1.25  (OVERSEAS:  $2.25  U.S.)  FOR  OUR  SUPPLY  LIST 

and 

“CURRENTLY  AVAILABLE  LISTING" 

1190  Alamo  Pintado  Road  -  Solvang,  California  93463 
telephone:  (805)  688-2585 


.Vtd  Greewio^^ 


Standards 


^4^ 


Minis 


Open  9-12  weekdays  or  call  for  appointment 
Send  ^  for  catalog 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27502 
91 9  -362-0530  Fax  91 9  -362-5822 


Truy$ 

B\o6m 


*  Ultra  Long  Life  Fluorescent  Tubes 

*  Engineered  to  Reproduce  Sun  Light 

*  Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 


V 


Made  in  the  U.S. A.  Since  1956  GET  THE  FACTS  -  CALL/FAX  FOR  OUR  FREE  COLOR  BROCHURE 
Verilux,®  Inc.  •  P.O.  Box  7633V  •  Vallejo,  CA  94590  •  1-800-786-6850  •  Fax-707-554-8370 
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CORAL 

CORAL CRUNCH 
PUEBLO 
LOVE  APPLE 
PHASE 


Semimutt^ 

^mMem 


'm 


*7M€H€^ 


OREEN 


WE  SHIP 

STARTER  PLANTS, 

FRESH  CUT  LEAVES, 

AV  SOIL,  AND  OTHER 
CULTURAL  GROWING  SUPPLIES 

*  We  take  pride  in  our  expert  wrapping  and  packing 
and  specialize  in  international  shipping.  * 


OUR  1995  CATALOG  LISTS  OVER  600  VARIETIES, 
THE  BEST  OF  OLD  AND  NEW 
FROM  ALL  OF  THE  PREMIER  HYBRIDIZERS 


All  varieties  are  completely  described,  indexed,  with  AVSA  and  DIXIE  AVS  registration  numbers  listed. 

CATALOG  -  $2.50,  U.S.  /  $4.00,  CANADA  &  MEXICO  /  $6.00  OVERSEAS  (Air  Mai!) 


GENOLA  B.  COX,  1440-41  Everett  Road,  Eagle  River,  WI  54521  -  Tel:  (715)  479-3099 
Visit  our  “growing  family”  in  the  beautiful  Northwoods  *  Open  Tues.  thru  Sat.,  10-4  *  Closed  Sun.  &  Mon. 


(GMOM/JMO 

*  BECOME  AND  CONTINUE  TO  BE 
ANAVSA  MEMBER 
^  LEARN  TO  GROW  AND  GROOM 
STURDY  VIGOROUS  CULTIVARS. 
"  BE  SELECTIVE  IN  PLANTS  AND 
ACCESSORIES  TO  HELP  YOU 
ACHIEVE  POSITIVE  RESULTS. 


ALL  ORDERS  RECEIVED  FROM  THIS  AD  OF  10  PLANTS  OR  MORE  WILL  RECEIVE  A  BONUS 
PLANT  OF  $2.95  VALUE,  STATE  PREFERENCE  AND  SECOND  CHOICE.  PLACE  ORDERS 
PROMPTLY,  SHIPPING  SEASON  ENDS  NOVEMBER  1. 

ANNIVERSARY  TRIBUTE,  FICKLE  FLIRT,  KERMIT,  INTERNATIONAL  $3.95  each 

SELECT  FROM  A  GALAXY  OF  VIOLET  VALUES  AT  $2.95  each 

Alamo  Red,  Angel's  Reflection,  Arapahoe,  Blue  Earth,  Chorale,  Colleen,  Crescendo,  Cristabel, 
Fantasy  Beauty,  Fantasy  Forty,  Fantasy  Frolic,  Fire  Mountain,  Firewalker,  Freckled  Star,  His 
Promise,  Hot  Pants,  Julia  Fladt,  Lavender  Sunrise,  Lemon  Whip,  Midnight  Valentine,  Mighty 
Fine,  Pink  Cameo,  Pink  Phantom,  Plum  De  Creme,  Prosper,  Raphael,  Rapid  Transit,  Razmataz, 
Red  Admiral,  Rose  Blanc,  Ruffled  Skies,  Snowkist  Haven,  Tomahawk,  Toreador,  Viking  Maiden, 
White  Cameo. 

POPULAR  BEAUTIES  $2.49  each... 

Centennial  Celebration,  Centennial  Hare,  Centennial  Purple,  Centennial  Salute,  Centennial 
Sparkler,  Centennial  Thunder,  Firebird,  Ness's  Sizzlin  Pink. 

COLLECTOR'S  DELIGHT  AT  $1.95  each 

Allegretto,  Azure  Blue,  Bangle  Blue,  Billy  Penn,  Brandywine,  Coral  Glow,  Coral  Moon, 

Coralette,  Dazzler,  Hallmark  Haven,  Morning  Haze,  Morning  Thunder,  Pink  Verona,  White 
Disco,  Wonderland. 

VARIEGATED  VARIETIES  AT  $2.95  each 

Affection,  Blue  Zephyr,  Celeste,  Champagne  Halo,  Genetic  Fun,  Genetic  Heir,  Happy  Halo, 
Nancy  Reagan,  Tommie  Lou. 

MINIATURE  &  SEMIMINIATURE  AT  $2.95  each 

Fantasy  Toyland,  Little  Julie,  Little  White  Beauty,  Mini  Favorite,  Mini  Man,  Party  Lace,  Pretty 
Baby,  Rob's  Sililoquy. 

MINIATURES  AT  $1.95  each 

Blue  Ice,  Little  Baby  Brian,  Little  Missy,  Little  Pro,  Snuggles,  Innocence,  Taffy. 

TRAILING  TYPES  AT  $1.95  each 

Crafty  Farmer,  Royal  Blue  Trailer,  Sky  Trailer,  Sweetheart  Trailer  ...  (semiminiature  trailers) ... 
Falling  Snow,  Fancy  Trail,  Pixie  Blue,  Ramlin  Starlight,  Rosina. 

BALLET  SERIES  BEAUTIES  AT  $2.95  each 

Dorothy,  Mia,  Nancy,  Primadonna,  Ramona,  Vivian,  Nora. 

DEPT  AV 

SEND  FOR  NEW  1995  COLOR  CATALOG  $1.00  a  t 

\  _  COMMERCIAL  MEMBER 

PACKING  &  POSTAL  COSTS:  First  number  in  your  *^S/NCE  ^ 

zip  code  indicates  zone  you  should  use. 

ZONE  0-1-2.. . $4.95  per  shipment  I  f ^ 

ZONE  3-4-5 . $5.50  per  shipment  V 

ZONE  6-7-8-9 . ....$5.95  per  shipment 

I  Box  190,  2325  Valley  Road  I 
Huntingdon  Valley,  Pa.  19006 


CA  and  all  customers  West  of  MS  are  served  best  by  UPS  2nd  DAY  AIR.  Please  include  an 
additional  50c  per  plant  over  postage  stated  for  this  service. 


k 


AVSA  Business 

INFORMATION  FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITH  YOUR  SOCIETY  TO  ENSURE  GOOD  SERVICE.  IF  YOU  HAVE  MORE  THAN  ONE  ITEM, 
SEND  EACH  ITEM  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON,  ALWAYS  GIVE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to  AVSA  Office, 
2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  phone  409-839-4725.  Individual  - 
$18,  USA  only;  Individual,  all  other  countries  -  $20.50;  Commercial  USA  - 
$30;  Commercial  International  -  $33.75;  Life  (USA)  -  $275.  International  Life  - 
$325.00.  Remit  in  U.S.  Dollars  with  draft  or  check  on  a  New  York,  USA  Bank. 
See  Membership  Application. 

AFFILIATES:  Chapter  -  $20;  Council,  State  or  Region  -  $20. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help,  requests  for 
assistance  to  Anne  Tnari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
19006. 

AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  shows,  awards,  how  to  organize  a  chapter  or 
membership  questions,  write  Bob  Green,  997  Botany  Lane,  Rockledge,  FL 
32955,  407-631-1106. 

SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  Bob  Green,  997  Botany  Ln.,  Rockledge,  FL 
32955. 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Cindy  Chatelain,  Office  Manager,  2375  North  Street, 
Beaumont,  TX  77702,  1-800-770-AVSA;  409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839-4329. 
Hours:  Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m.  CST. 

BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson,  1100  W. 
Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91007. 

BINDERS:  FOR  BACK  ISSUES  PRIOR  TO  JULY  1992:  $14.50  each  or  2  for 
$28.00. 

SLIP  CASE  BOXES;  FOR  BACK  ISSUES  PRIOR  TO  JULY  1992:  $12.50  each  or 
2  for  $24.00. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Bill  Lyons,  38  Indian  Creek, 
Levittown,  P.Y  19057. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Marlene  Buck,  P.  0. 
Box  38,  Oreland,  PA  19075. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Ruth  Warren,  1534 
Robeson,  Fall  River,  MA  02722 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES:  David  Buttram,  P.  0.  Box  193,  Independence, 
MO  64051. 

COMMERCIAL  SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  For  information  on  convention  entries 
or  sales  room,  contact  Charles  Wells,  948  Fair  Oaks  Ct.,  Liberty,  MO  64068 
CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contributions  for 
convention  awards  to  Linda  Golubski,  1416  A  Street,  Blue  Springs,  MO  64015. 
CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  workshop  programs  or 
interesting  speakers  to  Ann  Miller,  Convention  Director,  522  Willow  Wisp 
Circle,  Spring,  TX  77388.  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national  convention  in 
your  area,  contact  Convention  Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES;  Atlanta,  GA  -  May  20-25,  1996.  St. 
Petersburg,  FL  -  June  1-8,  1997 

CULTURE  FOLDERS  (postpaid):  100  to  400  -  $7.50  per  100;  500  to  900  - 
$5.50  per  100;  1000  and  over  -  $4.25  per  100. 

SHORT  VERSION  OF  CULTURE  FOLDER  (postpaid):  1,000  to  4,000  - 
$17.50  per  1,000;  5,000  to  9,000  -  $15.00  per  1,000;  10,000  and  over  - 
$14.00  per  1,000. 

JUDGES  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Bill 

HANDBOOK  FOR  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWERS, 
EXHIBITORS  AND  JUDGES: 

1994  Handbook  -  $9.95  (postpaid) 

Note:  We  have  reprinted  the  Judges  Handbook.  If  you  ordered 
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own  and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  opinion  of  AVSA. 
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President's  Message 


Dear  AVSA  Members, 

It  has  been  many  years  since  our  section  of  the  country  has  suffered  so  much  from  a 
summer  of  severe  heat  and  below  normal  rainfall.  Outdoor  plants  required  more  frequent 
watering;  yet  a  number  of  our  favorite  yard  plants  just  couldn’t  survive  the  many  days  of 
continuous  drought  and  heat.  Unfortunately,  the  heat  wave  was  felt  also  by  our  indoor  plants. 
High  temperatures  and  humidity  combined  to  create  favorable  conditions  for  the  presence  of 
mildew.  Fortunately,  we  are  able  to  detect  signs  of  the  fungus  and  can  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  fight  it. 

What  a  pleasant  experience  it  was  to  unwrap  our  July/ August  1995  issue  of  the  AFRICAN 
VIOLET  MAGAZINE  and  to  read  and  enjoy  the  many  articles  and  photographs  found  in  it!  With 
the  deadline  so  close  to  Convention  time  it  was  a  genuine  pleasure  to  see  beautiful  color 
photographs  of  many  of  the  winning  entries  from  the  1995  AVSA  Convention  in  St.  Louis.  The 
full  three  pages  of  candid  shots  of  the  conventioneers  in  itself  is  a  collector’s  item.  Many  thanks 
to  you,  Ruth,  and  your  staff  for  a  job  well  done. 

The  photographs  of  the  AVSA  A4AGAZINE  are  just  a  small  portion  of  the  offerings  made 
bimonthly  to  the  members  of  our  organization.  The  magazine  is  filled  with  articles  on  culture  of 
African  violets,  the  use  of  our  favorite  plant  and  blossoms  in  designs,  and  many  other  phases 
of  African  violet  culture.  All  of  this  is  possible  because  thousands  of  African  violet  lovers  and 
growers  belong  to  the  African  Violet  Society.  If  you  are  not  already  a  member  and  you  enjoy 
reading  articles  about  our  favorite  house  plant  why  don’t  you  consider  becoming  a  member? 

For  sure,  you  will  be  happy  that  you  did. 

This  time  of  the  year  usually  ushers  in  the  season  of  renewed  interest  in  our  African 
violet  plants.  It  is  a  time  of  reassessment,  repotting,  and  a  firm  resolve  to  give  our  plants  the 
best  care  we  can.  When  our  task  is  complete  we  can  sit  back  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  our  labor. 


Best  wishes  for  growing, 


L.T.  Ozio,  Jr. 
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Editor^s  Notes _ 

Ruth  Rumsey  •  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  Texas  77702  •  (409)  839-4725 


I  am  very  pleased  to  introduce  a  new  columnist  for  our 
AVM.  Pat  Richards  will  write  a  column  called  “Small 
Thoughts”,  debuting  in  the  November/December  1995 
issue.  Pat  is  the  very  talented  grower  who  won 
Sweepstakes  in  Amateur  Horticulture  at  the  1995 
National  Show  with  an  amazing  103  blue  ribbons! 
“Small  Thoughts”  will  address  the  culture  of  semis  and 
minis,  which  are  so  popular  now. 

At  our  convention  in  St.  Louis,  Pat  gave  an  interesting 
and  informative  presentation  about  growing  the  smaller 
plants.  She  has  an  extensive  bibliography  from  this  pre¬ 
sentation,  listing  a  wide  selection  of  articles  from  past 
AVM’s.  Pat  is  making  this  bibliography  available  to  our 
members.  Those  interested,  please  send  a  SASE  to  Pat 
Richards,  15105  S.  Seminole  Dr.,  Olathe,  KS  66062- 
3004. 

To  learn  a  little  more  about  Pat,  and  our  other  top 
winners  of  the  1995  National  Show,  Alice  Grundy  and 
Kathy  Lahti,  read  “Winning  Personalities”  on  page  13. 

Thank  you  for  all  of  the  encouraging  comments  about 


the  luly/ August  issue.  I’m  pleased  that  so  many  of  you 
enjoyed  the  black  and  white  convention  photos.  I  hope  to 
have  a  section  like  this  each  year,  enabling  us  to  put  faces 
with  the  names  that  are  so  familiar,  as  well  as  featuring 
some  of  our  general  membership  who  come  to 
convention. 

I  heard  from  Violet  Meister,  of  St.  Louis.  Violet 
attended  the  convention  and  lost  her  badge  with  all  of  the 
pins  she  has  collected  from  many  years  of  conventions.  If 
found,  please  contact  Violet  Meister,  4459  Gemini  Dr.,  St. 
Louis,  MO  63218. 

For  those  of  you  who  may  still  be  unaware,  the 
African  Violet  Magazine  has  set  deadlines  for  articles, 
columns,  Coming  Events,  etc.  Please  take  the  time  to  read 
the  AVSA  Business  information  in  each  inside  front  cover. 

As  this  information  changes,  it  will  be  updated.  In  most 
cases,  I  will  not  be  able  to  place  information  in  the  AVM  | 
that  is  not  received  before  the  listed  deadlines. 

Remember  to  patronize  our  many  advertisers 
who  support  the  AVM. 


In  Memoriam  -  Sylvia  Saalmans 

Our  belovedjriend,  Sylvia  Saalmans,  passed  away  unexpectedly  June  22,  1995. 


Sylvia  receiving  the  'Hudson  MemoriaV 
award  at  the  Banquet  in  St.  Louis. 


Sylvia  founded  the  Lakeshore  African  Violet  Society  of 
Toronto  in  1970  and  served  on  the  Executive  Committee 
for  25  years.  During  that  time  she  dedicated  herself  to 
providing  innovative  and  interesting  programs  to  fulfill 
the  needs  of  members.  She  had  just  completed  her 
fourth  term  as  President.  She  was  a  Past  President  of 
‘African  Violet  Society  of  Canada’,  and  of  ‘Toronto  AVS.’ 
In  her  ‘Miniature  Corner’  in  ‘Chatter’,  the  journal  of  the 
African  Violet  Society  of  Canada,  she  shared  her  love 
and  knowledge  of  miniatures.  Her  ‘Design  Workshops’ 
were  an  inspiration. 

She  served  as  International  Representative  and 
Director  of  AVSA  from  1980  to  1983,  and  at  the  AVSA 
Convention  in  St.  Louis  her  work  was  recognized  with 
the  ‘Hudson’  Memorial  Award  for  Affiliate  Leadership. 
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African  Violet  Society 
of  America,  Inc. 

by:  Cindy  Chatelain  -  AVSA  Office  Manager 

2375  North  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 


We  are  nearing  the  end  of  another  long,  hot  summer 
here  in  Southeast  Texas.  Our  plants  in  the  office  fared  well 
even  though  we  experienced  a  tropical  storm  and  were 
intermittently  without  electricity  or  air  conditioning  for 
several  days. 

I  want  to  remind  all  Affiliates  that  it  is  time  to  think 
about  renewing  your  club’s  AFFILIATE  LIABILITY 
INSURANCE.  In  September,  a  letter  will  be  sent  to  the 
President  of  each  club  regarding  Affiliate  Liability  Insurance 
for  1996.  Please  discuss  this  in  your  meeting  before 
sending  the  form  back. 

I  would  like  to  appeal  to  our  Commercial  members  to 
send  a  copy  of  your  catalog  to  the  AVSA  office.  We  get 
requests  from  people  for  information  on  products  or  plants 
and  since  most  ads  in  the  AVM  cannot  list  all  products 
available,  it  would  assist  us  in  answering  questions. 

Commercial  members  should  also  take  advantage  of  the 
special  offer  regarding  Dr.  Cote’s  “Insect  and  Mite  Pests  of 
African  Violets”.  You  may  buy  them  at  a  volume  discount 
for  re-sale  in  your  establishment.  The  discount  is:  1-10 


books  $10.00  each  ($2.00  discount  per  book)  and  11-25 
books  $9.00  each  ($3.00  discount  per  book).  You  may 
also  request  current  copies  of  the  AVM  on  consignment. 
These  can  be  resold  to  customers.  This  is  an  excellent 
method  of  promoting  AVSA  with  very  little  investment  on 
your  part.  Please  call  me  for  more  details. 

With  the  fall  season  arriving,  many  clubs  will  have 
shows  and  sales.  Remember  to  order  your  show  entry  tags 
and  culture  folders  well  in  advance  of  your  show.  It  can  be 
quite  costly  for  you  if  we  have  to  ship  your  show  tags  or 
culture  folders  other  than  normal  UPS  delivery. 

As  most  of  you  are  aware,  the  postal  service  and  UPS 
raised  their  rates  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  cost  of 
shipping  is  included  in  the  cost  of  each  item  that  you  order 
from  the  office.  Because  of  this  increase  in  shipping  cost, 
we  have  to  raise  the  price  of  items  shipped  from  the  AVSA 
office.  The  white  cover  of  the  November  AVM  wUl  reflect 
new  prices.  Remember  to  double  check  these  prices  when 
placing  your  orders. 


MINUTES 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  Inc. 
Annual  Meeting  -  May  27, 1995 


The  annual  business  meeting  of  the  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc.,  was  called  to  order  by  Third  Vice  President,  Bill  Foster  at 
4:00  PM  on  May  27,  1995  in  the  Promenade  Ballroom  A  &  B  of  the 
Adam’s  Mark,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  Esther  Edwards  Wells.  Following  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance,  President  Hortense  Pittman  took  the  chair.  The 
Secretary  declared  the  presence  of  a  quorum.  The  standing  rules  of  the 
meeting  were  adopted.  The  parliamentarian,  Christine  Sanders,  PRP, 
was  presented. 

Bev  Promersberger,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  review  the  1994 
minutes,  reported  that  the  minutes  had  been  reviewed  and  approved. 

Resolutions  Chairman,  Elinor  Skelton,  read  the  courtesy  resolution 
and  moved  that  it  be  adopted,  A  copy  is  attached  to  these  minutes.  The 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Martha  Dyson,  chairman  of  the  1994-95  Nominating  Committee, 
presented  the  following  nominations:  L.T.  Ozio,  Jr.  for  president,  Esther 
Edwards  Wells  for  first  vice  president,  Bill  Foster  for  second  vice 
president,  Nancy  Hayes  for  third  vice  president.  Sue  Ramser  for 
secretary,  Meredith  Hall  for  treasurer  and  for  directors,  Barbara  Elkin, 
Mary  Lou  Harden,  Shirley  Sanders,  Betty  Roberson,  and  Laura  Walker. 

President  Pittman  conducted  the  election.  As  there  were  no  further 
nominations  from  the  floor  for  the  office  of  president,  the  nominations 


were  closed  and  the  membership  elected  L.T.  Ozio,  Jr.  president.  In  like 
manner  Esther  Edwards  Wells  was  elected  first  vice  president  and  Bill 
Foster  was  elected  second  vice  president.  For  the  office  of  third  vice 
president,  Ray  Pittman  nominated  from  the  floor  Lynn  Lombard.  There 
were  no  further  nominations  from  the  floor.  Ray  Pittman  gave  a  short 
supporting  speech  for  Lynn  and  Mary  Boland  spoke  for  Nancy  Hayes. 
The  chair  appointed  Bev  Promersberger,  Richard  Nicholas  and  Linda 
Bjorkman  to  serve  as  tellers  for  the  election  of  third  vice  president.  The 
membership  then  cast  ballots  for  the  candidate  of  their  choice,  the 
tellers  collected  the  ballots  and  counted  them.  Lynn  Lombard  received 
the  majority  of  the  votes  (107  to  60)  and  was  thereby  elected  third  vice 
president.  As  there  were  no  nominations  from  the  floor  for  secretary. 
Sue  Ramser  was  elected  secretary,  and  In  like  manner  Meredith  Hall 
was  elected  treasurer.  Barbara  Elkin,  Mary  Lou  Harden,  Shirley 
Sanders,  Betty  Roberson,  and  Laura  Walker  were  then  elected  directors. 
President  Pittman  announced  that  the  installation  would  take  place  at 
the  banquet  later  in  the  evening. 

Laura  Walker,  1996  Convention  Chairman,  invited  all  to  attend  the 
Society’s  50th  anniversary  convention  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  next  year. 

As  there  was  no  further  business,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  at 
4:53  PM. 


\'V£wu/..> 

Janet  K  Rianer,  Secretary^ 
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Question  Box 


James  Smith 

489  Linwood  Avenue 

Buffalo,  NY  14209 


Do  you  belong  to  an  AVSA  affiliate  club?  Many  local 
violet  clubs  have  their  first  meeting  of  the  “year”  in 
September.  Now  would  be  a  great  time  to  join  if  you  don’t 
already  belong  to  one.  Most  will  allow  you  to  attend  as  a 
guest  for  a  meeting  or  two  before  becoming  a  dues- 
paying  member.  Joining  such  a  club  is  the  best  way  of 
learning  about  violets.  Besides,  any  hobby  is  more 
enjoyable  when  you  can  share  it  with  others  having  the 
same  interests. 

Fall  is  also  a  time  when  many  state  and  regional 
societies  hold  meetings  and/or  shows.  Most  invite 
knowledgeable  growers  to  give  lectures  and  workshops 
for  your  benefit.  Like  AVSA  convention  shows,  many  also 
offer  the  chance  to  see  a  show  and  buy  from  commercial 
growers.  If  time  or  travel  considerations  make  attending 
AVSA  conventions  difficult,  consider  attending  a  state  or 
regional  convention  nearest  you.  A  couple  that  I  attend 
each  year  are  the  New  York  State  and  Mid-Atlantic 
Convention  shows.  There  are  others,  probably  one  near 
you. 

Lastly,  I  cant  personally  reply  to  mail  sent  to  me. 
I  can  barely  keep  up  with  the  paperwork  already  on  my 
desk.  My  apologies  if  you’ve  been  awaiting  a  reply.  That 
said,  I  am  willing  to  answer  phone  calls  made  during 
weekdays  during  my  business  hours  (call  me,  dont 
call  Jim).  Thanks  to  cordless  phones,  working  and 
talking  are  no  longer  mutually  exclusive.. 

QUESTION:  Can  you  give  me  some  information  on 
the  trailing  varieties?  /  don ’t  know  how  to  pot  them,  or 
whether  they  should  be  in  a  bigger  pot. 

QUESTION:  I  have  seen  trailers  described  as 
pendulous,  spreading,  naturally  trailing,  and 
semitrailing.  Could  you  tell  me  the  difference?  How 
should  they  be  grown? 

ANSWER:  These  are  terms  adopted  by  some 
hybridizers  and  growers  to  describe  the  growth  habits  of 
trailing  varieties.  Unfortunately,  these  will  differ 
somewhat  amongst  growers  and  catalog  listings.  This  is 


Ralph  Robinson 
P.O.  Box  9 
Naples,  NY  14512 


partly  because  hybridizers  don’t  adequately,  or  accurately, 
describe  their  hybrids.  Also,  growth  habit  can  be 
influenced  by  the  individual  grower— even  if  the  variety 
is  predisposed  to  grow  differently.  Just  last  week  a 
customer  brought  their  ‘trailing’  violet  to  the  shop— 
which  was  allowed  to  sucker,  develop  multiple  crowns, 
and  had  never  been  repotted.  After  a  number  of  years, 
the  necks  were  long  enough  to  appear  to  be  trailing  over 
the  sides  of  the  pot.  Though  this  plant  was  trailing,  it 
wasn’t  a  ‘trailer’. 

‘Naturally  trailing’  and  ‘semitrailing’  should  refer  to  the 
way  in  which  the  violet  is  genetically  predisposed  to 
grow — i.e.  not  as  a  result  of  grower  intervention.  A 
semitrailing  variety  will  most  often  grow  in  a  ‘shrub-like’ 
manner,  with  most  of  the  branching  growth  being 
vertical.  A  naturally  trailing  variety  will  produce 
branching  growth  in  a  more  horizontal  manner— growing 
‘out’  along  the  soil  surface,  rather  than  ‘up’.  In  addition, 
though  semitrailers  often  require  pinching  to  induce  a 
good  trailing  habit,  naturally  trailing  varieties  typically 
are  more  freely  branching. 

Naturally  trailing  varieties  more  easily  lend  themselves 
to  being  grown  in  hanging  baskets  (pendulous)  or  as 
ground  covers  (spreading)  since,  by  nature,  they  will 
grow  more  horizontally.  To  grow  as  a  ‘ground  cover’, 
gradually  move  the  plant  into  larger  pots,  so  that 
branches  (or  ‘runners’)  can  grow  along  the  soil  surface. 
Be  sure  never  to  use  a  pot  more  than  3”  deep  since, 
though  the  plant  will  continue  to  spread,  it’s  roots  will 
never  grow  deeper  than  this.  If  a  deeper  pot  is  used,  fill 
the  bottom  with  perlite  or  other  drainage  material.  I’ve 
made  ‘pots’  out  of  saucers  or  shallow  salad  bowls,  by 
drilling  holes  in  the  bottom.  Grown  as  a  ground  cover,  the 
size  of  the  plant  is  only  limited  by  the  size  of  the  pot.  I 
grow  many  of  my  (natural)  trailers  in  10”  saucers,  while 
a  member  of  my  local  club  won  best  trailer  with  ‘Rob’s 
Sticky  Wicket’  in  a  ‘pot’  twice  that  large. 

To  grow  as  a  hanging  basket,  don’t  go  to  a  wider  pot 
to  accommodate  the  longer  runner/branches— when  they 
reach  the  pot’s  edge  they’ll  begin  to  grow  over  the  sides 
and  hang!  If  you’ve  got  good  window  light,  trailers  can 
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be  spectacular  grown  this  way.  The  trailing  species  violets 
grow  very  nicely  as  hanging  plants.  I’ve  grown  S. 
pendula  kizarae  in  a  window  this  way,  and  S. 
magungensis  var.  minima  makes  an  excellent  miniature 
trailer  grown  in  either  a  saucer  or  hanging  basket. 

Semitrailers,  on  the  other  hand,  will  tend  to  grow  as  a 
small  ‘shrub’  in  the  middle  of  a  wide,  shallow  pot,  since 
more  of  its  growth  will  be  vertical.  These  varieties  look 
best  when  grown  as  small,  bushy  shrubs,  rather  than  as 
ground  covers  or  hanging  plants.  Use  a  pot  only  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the  plant— don’t  overpot  to 
accommodate  runners  which  won’t  be  produced. 

Whatever  the  variety,  try  growing  a  trailer  if  you 
haven’t  already.  Culture  is  the  same  as  for  other  violet 
varieties,  yet  they  have  some  advantages.  Unlike  other 
varieties,  suckers  are  not  a  problem— the  more  crowns 
the  better!  Cutting  or  pinching-off  an  unsightly  crown  or 
foliage  will  only  encourage  new  growth  and  further 
branching.  Also,  since  each  crown  will  produce  bloom, 
trailers  can  be  much  heavier  bloomers  than  single- 
crowned  varieties. 

QUESTION:  How  often  should  I  repot  my  violets? 

ANSWER:  More  precisely,  when  do  violets  need  to  be 
repotted?  Usually  this  means  that  the  plant  has  outgrown 
its  current  pot  and  needs  a  larger  one,  or  when  a  ‘neck’ 
begins  to  appear  (the  ‘trunk’  of  the  plant  visible  when  old 
foliage  is  removed).  For  most  growers,  and  most  violets, 
this  means  repotting  into  fresh  soil  at  least  once  a  year, 
and  more  likely  every  4-6  months. 

Pot  into  a  larger  pot  only  when  the  rootball  fills  the 
pot,  never  sooner.  Shallow  (azalea)  pots  are  preferable, 
since  an  African  violet’s  roots  will  have  trouble  filling  a 
deep  pot.  At  maturity,  most  standard-size  violets  seem  to 
do  well  in  no  larger  than  a  4”  pot,  unless  large  plants  are 
being  grown  for  exhibition.  Semiminiatures  should  need 
no  larger  than  a  2  1/2"  pot,  and  miniatures  a  2  to  2  1/4" 
pot. 

To  repot  a  mature  violet,  and  eliminate  its  ‘neck’,  first 
cut  from  the  bottom  of  the  root  ball  an  amount  equal  to 
the  size  of  the  neck.  For  example,  if  the  neck  is  1/2” 
long,  remove  this  amount  of  soil  from  the  bottom  of  the 
root  ball.  Put  a  thin  layer  of  soil  into  the  pot  bottom  and 
place  the  violet  back  into  the  pot— it  will  now  sit  lower  in 
the  pot,  so  that  the  lower  leaves  are  level  with  the  pot 
rim.  Add  fresh  soil  up  to  the  pot  rim,  so  that  the  neck  is 
no  longer  visible.  The  ‘neck’  will  send  out  new  roots  into 
this  soil.  If  repotting  is  done  regularly,  before  the  neck 
becomes  too  noticeable,  very  little  of  the  root  ball  needs 


to  be  removed,  and  the  violet  will  barely  notice  it’s  been 
repotted— growth  and  bloom  will  not  be  interrupted.  The 
longer  needed  repotting  is  put-off,  the  longer  the  neck, 
the  greater  the  amount  of  rootball  removed,  and  the 
greater  the  disturbance  to  the  plant. 

QUESTION:  I  can’t  seem  to  find  anyone  that  sells 
capillary  matting.  Where  do  you  get  yours? 

ANSWER:  Some  of  the  commercials  advertising  in  the 
back  of  this  magazine  will  ship  capillary  matting.  A  quick 
look  through  my  pile  of  catalogs  shows  that  Indoor 
Gardening  Supplies  and  the  Violet  Express  have  matting 
for  sale.  I’m  sure  there  are  others. 

Personally,  I’ve  found  that  cheap  acrylic  (i.e. 
synthetic,  not  wool  or  cotton)  blankets  work  fine.  A  twin- 
size  blanket,  cut  into  fourths  will  provide  enough  matting 
for  four  2’  x  4’  shelves,  all  for  $5  or  $6  (wait  for  a  sale). 
I’ve  found  that  this  works  as  well  for  much  less  cost.  My 
one  complaint— these  blankets  never  seem  to  be  sold  in 
dark  colors,  which  would  reduce  the  growth  of  algae  and 
discolor  less  readily.  Not  that  the  violets  seem  to  mind, 
but  it  can  become  unsightly. 

To  water  by  capillary  matting,  line  a  waterproof  tray  or 
shelf  with  an  absorbent  blanket  or  mat.  Use  pots  that 
have  drainage  holes  and  flat  bottoms  so  that  soil  in  the 
pot  can  make  contact  with  the  matting  through  the 
drainage  holes.  Pour  water  onto  the  matting  so  that  it  is 
evenly  wet,  but  not  so  much  that  pots  are  standing  deep 
in  water.  Be  sure  that  the  shelf/tray  is  flat  so  that  matting 
is  evenly  wet.  So  long  as  the  matting  remains  moist, 
plants  will  remain  moist. 

The  greatest  advantage  of  this  method  is  that  a  large 
number  of  plants  can  be  watered  at  one  time.  One  related 
disadvantage  is  that  a  large  number  of  plants  can  also  be 
infected  at  one  time  if  only  one  is  ill.  For  this  reason,  try 
not  to  move  plants  from  one  shelf/tray  to  another,  so  that 
the  chances  of  spreading  pests  or  disease  is  limited. 
Humidity  will  also  be  increased,  which  may  or  may  not 
be  desirable.  To  be  safe,  don’t  crowd  plants,  and  provide 
good  air  circulation  to  reduce  the  chances  of  mildew  or 
fungus  diseases.  Finally,  the  wetter  plants  are  kept,  the 
lighter  the  soil  mix  should  be  (add  vermiculite  and/or 
perlite) .  Let  the  matting  dry-out  between  waterings,  and 
occasionally  wash  matting  to  get  rid  of  accumulated  soil 
and  fertilizers. 

Until  next  time,  happy  and  successful  growing— Rob. 

The  name  of  the  columnist  replying  is  in  bold  print. 
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In  Search  of  AJeif/  Viotets 


Dr.  Jeff  Smith 
The  Indiana  Academy 
Ball  State  University 
Muncie,  IN  47306 


If  the  understanding  of  genetics  is  preventing  you  from 
trying  your  hand  at  hybridizing,  then  perhaps  these 
general  ideas  and  results  will  give  you  a  starting  place 
for  planning  your  crosses; 

1)  Breeding  like  to  like  -  If  you  wish  to  have  a  high 
percentage  of  offspring  with  a  particular  trait,  try 
using  parents  that  both  show  the  trait,  in  this  way, 
the  trait  will  usually  be  conserved  and  many  of  the 
offspring  will  also  express  the  trait. 

2)  Breeding  like  to  unlike  -  Crossing  plants  that  differ 
for  a  genetic  trait  will  usually  give  a  mixture  of 
offspring  types.  In  some  cases,  all  of  the  offspring 
will  have  the  trait  of  one  parent  (and  it  may  not  be 
the  form  of  the  trait  you  really  wanted).  In  other 
cases,  some  offspring  will  show  the  trait  of  one 
parent  while  different  offspring  will  have  the  trait 
from  the  other  parent.  This  type  of  cross  will  often 
give  a  “mixed  bag”  of  offspring  types,  but  it  can  be 
the  most  fun  since  the  results  are  often  highly 
unpredictable. 

Q:  What  cross  should  I  make  to  get  a  trailer  with 
mosaic  variegation? 

A:  I  would  suggest  using  a  trailer  as  the  pollen  parent 
and  a  plant  with  strong  mosaic  variegation  as  the 
seed  parent.  The  FI  or  first  generation  will  likely  be 
non-variegated  rosette  style  plants.  Don’t  throw 
these  plants  away!  Cross  the  best  seedlings  together 
and  raise  the  next  generation.  A  small  percentage 
(around  6%)  of  the  F2  generation  should  be  trailers 
with  mosaic  variegation.  If  you  want  a  mixture  of 
flower  colors  on  your  variegated  trailers,  try  using  a 
blue  flowered  plant  for  one  of  the  original  parents 


and  a  pink  or  red  flowered  plant  for  the  other  parent. 
The  flower  colors  will  be  inherited  independently  of 
the  trailer  and  variegated  traits  and  should  give  you 
a  mixture  of  colors  in  the  F2  generation  plants. 
Good  Luck! 

Q:  If  raspberry  edges  are  linked  with  the  gene for  pink 
or  red  as  stated  in  your  article  in  the  March/April 
issue,  how  can  ‘Country  Quilt’,  a  purple  variety, 
have  raspberry  edges? 

A:  I  have  ‘Country  Quilt’  in  my  collection  and  have 
puzzled  over  its  raspberry  edge.  The  explanation,  I 
think,  is  that  this  plant  has  lavender  flowers,  not 
purple.  Lavender  is  a  blend  of  blue  and  pink 
pigments.  The  raspberry  edge  could  still  be  linked  to 
the  pink  gene,  fitting  the  observations  related  in  the 
article. 


Q:  I  have  been  told  that  a  cross  made  between  a  white 
blossomed  plant  as  the  seed  parent  and  a  colored 
blossomed  plant  as  the  pollen  parent,  will  result  in 
100%  white  offspring.  Is  this  correct? 

A:  This  could  be  one  result  from  the  cross  you  describe, 
but  it  would  not  be  the  one  I  would  have  expected. 
White  flowers  are  usually  recessive  to  any  other 
color.  Crossing  a  white  flowered  plant  with  another 
color  should  have  only  given  about  50%  white 
offspring  or  less.  Perhaps  if  only  a  very  small 
number  of  offspring  were  produced  or  if  the  plant 
had  been  self-pollinated  (white  crossed  with  itself), 
then  the  results  might  have  appeared  to  be  as  you 
described. 
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Q%  If  I  cross  quilted  foliage  X  quilted  foliage,  what 
percentage  of  the  offspring  will  have  quilted 
leaves? 

A;  You  should  get  between  75-100%  quilted  offspring 
in  the  first  generation.  This  would  be  a  fine  example 
of  breeding  like  X  like  that  was  discussed  at  the 
beginning  of  the  column. 

Q:  Do  violets  need  a  certain  temperature  or  amount  of 
light  to  set  seed  pods? 

hx  As  long  as  the  plant  has  enough  light  to  produce  a 
good  crop  of  flowers,  you  should  be  able  to  get  seed 
pods.  Temperature  should  not  be  a  critical  factor  to 
seed  pod  formation,  but  avoid  very  cold  or  very  hot 
temperatures  that  would  adversely  affect  plant 
growth  and  flowering.  If  you  are  having  trouble 
getting  seed  pods  to  set,  I  suspect  that  low  humidity 


may  be  your  problem.  Try  raising  the  humidity  in 
your  growing  area  or  pollinating  on  rainy  days 
when  the  humidity  is  naturally  higher. 

Q:  Why  is  leaf  variegation  affected  by  temperature? 

A:  I  have  not  seen  a  specific  scientific  study  on  this 
problem  in  African  violets,  but  judging  from  what  is 
known  in  other  species,  I  suspect  that  the  ability  to 
make  the  green  pigment  chlorophyll  is  inhibited  by 
low  temperatures.  The  enzymes  (special  proteins) 
that  are  used  to  manufacture  chlorophyll  cannot 
work  or  are  not  produced  when  the  temperatures  are 
too  low.  Failure  to  make  chlorophyll  results  in  the 
non-green  areas  of  the  leaf  and  gives  variegated 
foliage.  Plants  grown  in  temperature  above  this 
critical  minimum  would  be  able  to  make  chlorophyll 
in  the  leaf  cells  and  would  appear  to  lose  the 
variegated  trait. 
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Vancouver  AVC,  Vancouver  British 
Columbia,  Canada  25.00 

AVS  of  South  Bay,  Sunnyvale,  CA  25.00 

In  memory  of  Dorothy  Kahrmann 
AVS  of  Philadelphia,  Philadelphia,  PA  25.00 

In  memory  of  Blanche  Poley 

Delaware  AVS,  Wilmington  DE  35.00 

In  lieu  of  a  speaker’s  fee  to  Kurt  Eckard 
Town  &  Country  AVS,  Riverside,  CA  30.00 

In  lieu  of  a  speaker’s  fee  to  Harriet  Wolley 
Long  Island  AVS,  Wantagh,  NY  25.00 

San  Diego  Daytime  AVS,  San  Diego,  CA  10.00 

In  memory  of  our  deceased  president, 

Beverly  Decker 

Los  Angeles  AVS,  Los  Angeles,  CA  25.00 

In  memory  of  John  Gutridge 

African  Violet  Study  Club,  Houston,  TX  25.00 

Valley  AVS,  Me  Allen,  TX  25.00 

Denise  A.  Dechant,  W.  Lebanon,  NH  10.00 

Blanca  Fuster,  Mesquite,  TX  10.00 

Bakersfield  AVS,  Bakersfield,  CA  25.00 

In  memory  of  Ainee  Moynier 
Waukesha  Violeteers,  Waukesha,  WI  20.00 

In  memory  of  Alice  Meisenheimer, 
our  last  charter  member 

Moonlight  AVS,  Fort  Worth,  TX  1 0.00 

Susan  Storey,  San  Marcos,  TX  20.00 

In  lieu  of  travel  expenses  for  judging 
Magic  Knight  AVS  in  San  Antonio 
Susan  Storey,  San  Marcos,  TX 
In  memory  of  Bill  Rhodes,  husband  of 
Aloha  Rhodes  a  member  of  First  Austin  AVS  20.00 
In  memory  of  Roy  Krezdorn,  husband  of 
Fifl  Krezdorn,  a  member  of  First  Austin  AVS  20.00 
In  memory  of  E.L.  Stryk,  husband  of 


Alice  Stryk,  a  member  of  First  Austin  AVS  20.00 
In  memory  of  Burrell  Helton,  husband  of 
Faye  Helton,  a  member  of  San  Marcos  AVS  20.00 
AVS  of  Minnesota  1 5.00 

In  memory  of  Dora  Baker 

Central  Connecticut  AVS,  Hartford,  CT  10.00 

In  memory  of  Irene  Fredette.  Her  plants 
enriched  our  knowledge  of  violets  through 
the  years  and  these  plants  will  line  our 
homes  and  hearts  for  years  to  come. 

Genola  B.  Cox,  Eagle  River,  WI  25.00 

In  memory  of  Irene  Fredette 
Loveland  Sweetheart  Violettes,  Loveland,  CO 
In  memory  of  our  loved  ones... 


In  memory  of  E.A.  Mills,  father  of  Doris  Eckholt  15.00 


In  memory  of  Elizabeth  (Betty)  Riesselman, 

Aunt  of  Karen  Anderson  1 5.00 

In  memory  of  Eileen  Steele,  Mother  of 
Karen  Anderson  15.00 

In  memory  of  Joseph  Shopnitz,  Father-in  law, 
of  Melissa  Shopnitz  15.00 

Wichita  AVSC,  Wichita,  KS  15.00 

Harry  F.  George,  Houston,  TX  10.00 

Fort  Worth  AVS,  Fort  Worth,  TX  10.00 

Donna  Diamond  Nardi,  E.  Longemeadow,  MA  25.00 
Top  of  the  Mt.  Gallery  &  Ghs. 

High  Rolls,  NM,  Linda  Bailey  10.00 

Janis  S.  Ueunten,  Honolulu,  HI  25.00 

Emerson  F.  Comstock,  Lake  Worth,  FL  10.00 
Natividad  T.  Lumanlan,  Montebello,  CA  10.00 

Walter  A  Roth,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  10.00 

New  York  City  AVS,  New  York,  NY  75.00 

Cliff  Cook,  Belmont,  MA  5.00 
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For  Beginners 


Kent  &  Joyce  Stork 
2501  East  23rd  Ave.  S 
Fremont,  NE  68025 


KILLING  YOUR  VIOLETS  WITH  LOVE 


Most  of  the  time,  those  who  love  African  violets 
make  every  effort  to  perfect  their  growing,  but  we  have 
often  seen  growers  destroy  plants  with  too  much  care 
and  concern.  You  can  love  your  violets  to  death! 

Probably  the  most  common  error  is  to  offer  too  much 
of  some  of  the  basic  growing  needs.  These  growing 
needs  include  light,  water,  soil,  and  fertilizer. 

Too  Much  Light 

While  violets  love  light  and  must  have  bright  light  to 
bloom  well,  it  is  possible  to  give  them  too  much.  Certain 
varieties  of  African  violets  seem  to  need  much  less  light 
than  others.  These  hybrids  may  show  symptoms  of 
foliar  bleaching  when  sitting  in  very  bright  windows 
that  face  toward  the  sun,  or  when  sitting  under  the 
center  of  a  fluorescent  light  unit.  This  bleaching  actually 
is  the  result  of  the  green  chlorophyll  being  depleted. 
Red-backed  foliage  develops  a  coppery  tone,  while  plain 
green  foliage  becomes  almost  white.  An  extreme  case  of 
bleaching,  besides  being  very  unattractive,  can  seriously 
weaken  the  plant. 

A  second  result  of  over-lighting  is  brittle  foliage  and 
tight  center  growth.  Fluorescent  light  growers  sometimes 
suspect  a  mite  infestation  before  learning  that  their  light 
timer  has  broken! 

Experienced  growers  know  that  all  plants  need  some 
hours  of  darkness  each  day.  But  beginners  may  think 
that  they  will  have  better  results  if  fluorescent  lights  are 
on  24  hours  a  day.  Ten  to  fourteen  hours  of  light  will 
produce  good  growth  rates  and  avoid  the  problems  of 
bleaching.  When  growing  either  in  windows  or  under 
fluorescent  lights,  it  is  wise  to  observe  plants  for  signs  of 
bleaching.  It  is  usually  wise  to  move  sensitive  light 
green  foliage  to  a  slightly  less  bright  position  while 
allowing  the  deep  green  foliage  to  sit  in  the  richest  light. 

Too  Much  Water 

Beginners  often  struggle  with  overwatering  their 
violets,  hence  many  growers  have  lost  plants  that  were 


kept  too  wet.  This  allows  one  of  the  fungi  that  cause 
crown  rot  to  invade.  It  often  happens  when  water  stands 
around  the  bottom  of  the  pot  or  when  the  plant  is  in  a 
pot  without  drainage.  Too  much  water  in  the  root 
system  is  deadly!  Constant  water  systems,  such  as 
wicking  or  capillary  matting,  can  provide  a  more  even 
source  of  water. 

Strangely,  this  “love  them  with  too  much  water” 
syndrome  has  an  opposite.  Some  growers  “love  them 
with  only  a  little  bit  of  water”.  Dehydration  causes 
numerous  problems  including  wilting  and  stunted 
growth.  Sometimes  the  dehydration  is  barely  noticeable 
except  in  the  long  term.  One  grower  in  the  southern 
hemisphere  recently  realized  that  the  light  watering  that 
she  regularly  offered  her  plants  allowed  excess  fertilizer 
to  build  up  in  the  leaf  structure.  The  results  were  typical 
of  fertilizer  burning  (see  below)  but  she  knew  that  she 
wasn’t  overfertilizing.  Once  she  began  to  water  more 
thoroughly,  the  plants  began  to  thrive  again. 

Growers  who  use  constant  water  methods  need  to 
remember  to  leach  the  soil  with  water  every  month  or 
so.  This  leaching  could  have  helped  to  eliminate  the 
problems  that  our  friend  had,  because  it  would  have 
washed  away  the  excess  fertilizer  salts  in  the  soil. 
Leaching  is  done  by  applying  clear  water  to  the  top  of 
the  soil  until  water  runs  out  the  bottom  of  the  pot.  It  is 
very  important  to  be  sure  that  there  is  water  running 
out.  It  is  unlikely  that  you  will  apply  too  much  water 
since  the  excess  drains  off.  Be  thorough. 

Finding  the  balance  of  adequate  water  without  too 
much  or  too  little  is  a  constant  challenge.  Variables  such 
as  soil  texture,  local  water  supplies,  and  atmospheric 
conditions  add  to  the  difficulty.  Parents  can  relate  to  the 
problems  of  deciding  how  much  love  is  enough! 

Too  Much  Soil 

One  facet  of  this  subject  is  using  too  large  a  quantity 
of  soil  around  the  roots,  in  other  words,  by  overpotting. 
African  violets  have  very  small  root  systems  in 
comparison  to  the  size  of  their  leaf  structure.  Often  the 
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roots  are  described  as  being  one-third  the  size  of  the 
diameter  of  the  leaves.  As  an  example,  a  plant  that  is  12 
inches  in  diameter  should  have  a  root  system  that  will  fit 
neatly  inside  a  4”  shallow  pot.  Fitting  the  root  system 
with  a  properly  sized  pot  seems  to  encourage  better 
blooming  and  avoids  some  of  the  problems  of  excess 
water  build-up  around  the  root  ball. 

Beginners  may  be  tempted  to  think  that  transplanting 
a  violet  means  potting  it  up  to  a  larger-sized  pot.  This  is 
only  true  for  very  young  starter  plants  that  have  not 
reached  maturity.  Mature  plants  should  be  transplanted 
right  back  into  the  same  size  pot  after  the  bottom  of  the 
root  ball  has  been  trimmed  to  allow  the  neck  (between 
the  leaves  and  the  roots)  to  be  buried. 

A  second  facet  is  using  a  soil  mix  that  has  too  much 
substance  and  not  enough  air.  True  violet  hobbyists 
rarely  use  any  earth  in  their  soil  mixes.  But  occasionally 
a  beginner  will  think  that  natural  dirt  must  be  the  best 
way  to  grow  anything.  Earth  is  great  for  growing  trees 
and, many  crops,  but  it  is  not  what  nature  used  for 
African  violets.  Their  roots  grew  in  decayed  plant  matter 
that  allowed  air  to  circulate  through  the  root  structure. 
This  is  easy  to  duplicate  with  the  peat  mixes  that  are 
readily  available  on  the  market  today.  Many  growers 
recommend  a  soil  mix  that  is  one  part  milled  sphagnum 
peat  moss,  one  part  perlite,  and  one  part  vermiculite. 
Don’t  be  tempted  to  press  it  down  or  to  pack  it!  The  air  is 
as  important  to  the  roots  as  is  water! 

Too  Much  Fertilizer 

Overfertilizing  can  definitely  be  a  problem  for  all 
levels  of  growers.  It  is  very  important  to  follow  the 
directions  on  the  African  violet  fertilizer  package.  If  the 
directions  say  to  use  1/4  teaspoon  fertilizer  in  a  gallon  of 
water  in  every  watering,  then  do  not  exceed  that  rate. 
Do  not  be  tempted  to  guess  the  volume  of  the  watering 
can,  and  do  not  estimaie  the  amount  of  fertilizer  dumped 
in.  Is  is  very  easy  to  overfertilize  when  measuring  is  not 
done  carefully! 

Individual  varieties  of  African  violets  have  differing 
needs  for  nutrients.  Many  of  the  species  resist  artificial 
fertilizers,  while  some  hybrids,  like  Melodie  Kimi,  for  us 
seem  to  thrive  on  little  or  no  fertilizer. 

African  violet  experts  may  have  confused  some 
growers  years  ago  when  the  recommendation  was  made 
to  apply  fertilizer  at  one-fourth  strength.  This  was  based 
on  the  assumption  that  most  fertilizers  were  designed  for 
application  once  a  month.  A  weaker  solution  used  every 
week  provides  the  same  amount  of  nutrients  as  a 
stronger  dose  used  once  a  month.  If  the  fertilizer  directs 
using  one  teaspoon  to  a  gallon  of  water  monthly,  use 
1/4  teaspoon  to  a  gallon  weekly.  There  are  a  number  of 
excellent  fertilizers  available  today  that  give  directions 
for  weekly  application.  These  should  be  used  according 
to  the  directions  on  the  package. 

What  does  over-fertilizing  look  like?  It  may  vary  with 
your  watering  style.  If  the  plants  become  slightly  dry 
between  watering,  the  edges  of  the  most  mature  leaves 
may  begin  to  dry.  This  is  the  result  of  salt  accumulation 
in  the  leaves.  The  cells  on  the  edge  of  the  leaf  are  most 
exposed  to  air.  When  the  water  is  not  circulating  freely 


through  the  cells,  the  salt  draws  water  out  causing  those 
edge  cells  to  wither  and  brown.  Sometimes  this  shows 
up  in  a  less  dramatic  way  with  a  haloing  around  the 
edges  of  leaves. 

If  a  constant  watering  system  is  in  use,  excess, 
fertilizer  may  result  in  distorted  leaves.  Occasionally  the 
stubs  of  removed  leaves  may  become  exaggerated  into 
odd-looking  spurs.  Plants  may  fail  to  bloom.  The  center 
leaves  may  grow  in  very  tightly.  Sometimes  an  orange 
or  golden  crust  may  show  up  on  center  leaves  or  on  the 
top  of  soil.  Older  leaves  develop  haloing,  and  those 
leaves  are  almost  always  eventually  lost.  Overfertilized 
plants  are  also  more  susceptible  to  other  threats  in  the 
growing  environment. 

Overfertilizing  can  occur  in  unusual  ways.  Sometimes 
an  advanced  grower  supplements  his  African  violet 
show  plants  with  additional  fertilizer  in  the  form  of  foliar 
feeding  (misting  the  leaves  with  a  fertilizer  solution)  or 
with  a  bloom  booster.  This  is  likely  to  damage  all  but  the 
most  actively  growing  plants.  Apply  fertilizer  with 
caution. 

Commercial  soil  mixes  may  be  already  charged  with 
micro-nutrients.  Adding  a  fertilizer  that  includes  micro¬ 
nutrients  may  provide  too  much  of  a  good  thing  and 
cause  a  reaction  that  may  vary  greatly  depending  on  the 
chemistry  involved  with  that  nutrient. 

A  fertilizer  may  have  a  nutrient  in  such  pure  form 
that  it  distorts  a  plant’s  ability  to  use  other  micro¬ 
nutrients.  A  plant  pathologist  recently  warned  us  that 
formulations  with  extremely  high  phosphorus  can  block 
a  plant’s  ability  to  use  sulfur  or  magnesium. 

The  source  of  a  fertilizer’s  nutrients  can  cause 
problems  as  well.  When  fertilizers  are  a  by-product  of 
urea  rather  than  nitrates,  there  is  a  greater  incidence  of 
ammonium  toxicity,  especially  when  using  peat  light  soil 
mixtures.  This  results  in  yellowing  foliage.  Repotting 
may  temporarily  correct  the  problem,  but  using  a 
fertilizer  that  is  derived  from  at  least  50%  nitrates  is  a 
better  solution. 

'Trying  To  Be  Perfect 

Most  growers  believe  that  if  they  could  just  get 
everything  in  their  growing  environment  perfect,  they 
would  get  perfect  plants.  Unfortunately  that  is  not  how 
nature  sees  it.  Near  perfect  conditions  allow  plants  to 
grow  at  their  peak  of  performance,  but  those  same 
conditions  can  also  allow  other  microorganisms  such  as 
bacteria,  fungi,  and  viruses  to  thrive  as  well.  Often  these 
plant  enemies  would  perish  in  less  perfect  conditions. 

There  simply  is  no  perfect  way  to  grow  plants.  Nature 
wisely  changes  the  environment  occasionally  for  the 
better  and  sometimes  for  the  worse.  Plants  survive  and 
may  even  develop  stronger  strains  that  handle  the  stress 
more  successfully. 

Just  as  parents  struggle  to  find  the  perfect  balance  of 
love  and  discipline  for  their  children,  we  growers  don’t 
always  fully  master  every  one  of  the  elements  in 
growing.  One  thing  is  for  sure,  you  aren’t  really  loving 
your  plants  when  you  give  them  too  much  of  any  of  the 
good  things  they  need.  Moderation  is  the  key! 
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What  To  Do  ' 
About  Mildew 


careful  about  getting  any  -  •- 

solution  in  the  crown.  It 
is  possible  to  get  crown 
damage  with  Lysol.  And 
keep  up  with  the  misting; 
spraying  your  whole 
collection  once  won’t  control  mildew.  Spray  the 
affected  plants  everytime  you  spot  a  bit  of 
mildew.  Some  plants  seem  to  be  affected  more 
than  others. 

Ortho  Rose  Dust,  which  is  a  sulphur 
compound,  sprinkled  over  and  around  the 
plants  is  another  suggestion,  but  it  will  also 
harm  open  blossoms. 

Another  solution  is  to  mix  1/4  tsp.  baking 
soda  to  1  cup  water  and  mist  the  leaves  with 
this.  (This  is  recommended  for  mildew  and 
black  spot  on  roses  at  the  rate  of  1  T.  to  1 
gallon  of  water  with  1  tsp.  liquid  dishwashing 
or  insecticidal  soap) .  This  could  be  added  to  the 
Lysol  solution.  It  will  not  harm  the  leaves  or 
plants,  but  be  cautious  about  getting  it  on  the 
blossoms.  It  seems  that  ANYTHING  sprayed 
on  the  open  blossoms  will  discolor  them  or 
cause  them  to  wilt.  If  you  do  get  mildew  on  the 
blossoms,  remove  them  immediately.  The 
spores  are  airborne  and  can  easily  spread  to 
near-by  plants.  Regardless  of  what  you  try, 
try  it  on  one  or  two  plants  before  you  get 
over-zealous  and  do  it  to  your  whole 
collection!!!  And  don’t  assume  that  if  1/4 
tsp.  of  anything  is  good,  more  is  better!!! 

To  summarize: 

-  Get  a  fan;  keep  the  air  moving. 

-  Remove  blossoms  that  have  mildew 
spots. 

-  Mist  leaves  with  1/4  tsp.  concentrated 
Lysol  to  1  cup  water,  or  1/4  tsp.  baking 
soda  to  1  cup  water  at  the  very  first 
signs  of  mildew  and  keep  at  it!! 

-  Don’t  panic;  everyone  has  mildew  once 
in  a  while;  some  of  us  have  it  twice  in  a 
while!!! 


The  AVSA  Handbook  for  Growers,  Exhibitors, 
and  Judges  regarding  powdery  mildew:  “This  is 
a  fungus  disease  that  appears  suddenly, 
spreads  rapidly,  and  is  aggravated  by  poor 
ventilation,  high  humidity  and  fluctuating 
temperatures.  Signs:  Watch  for  grayish-white 
powder  on  leaves,  stems,  and  blossoms.” 

Kent  and  Joyce  Stork,  in  the  March-April 
1993  AVM:  “Mildew,  which  is  white  and 
powdery,  will  look  like  a  minor  criminal  when 
it  first  begins  growing  as  a  tiny  spot  on  a  leaf 
or  blossom.  Early  treatment  with  Lysol  spray 
misted  over  the  plant  may  stop  it.  But  it  can  be 
insidious  if  the  air  is  not  kept  moving.  Powdery 
mildew  will  kill  blossoms  by  the  handful  and 
plants,  too,  if  it  is  not  stopped.” 

Let’s  control  the  mildew  before  it  gets  so  bad 
we  must  resort  to  such  drastic  measures.  Cindy 
Mixdcrf  works  for  a  florist  and  reports  that  at 
the  greenhouse  they  have  tried  many 
expensive  fungicides  labeled  for  mildew  with 
little  or  no  results  and  she  has  resorted  to  Lysol 
aerosol  there  as  well  as  with  her  violets.  At 
certain  times  of  the  year  and  in  certain 
environmental  conditions  mildew  does  run 
rampant.  She  finds  a  fan  helps  as  well.  Run  the 
fan  during  light  hours  to  circulate  the  air  and 
keep  humidity  to  about  50  to  60%.  Try  to  keep 
daytime  and  nightime  temperature  variance  no 
more  than  ten  degrees. 

Concentrated  Lysol,  mixed  1/4  tsp.  to  1 
cup  of  water  in  a  spray  bottle  (window  cleaner 
sprayer)  misted  on  the  leaves  at  the  very  first 
observance  of  the  culprit  will  help  keep  it  under 
control.  Take  your  other  hand  and  protect  the 
blossoms  from  the  spray  or  it  will  discolor 
the  blossoms.  If  you  are  careful,  you  can 
spray  the  blossom  stems  without  harming  the 
blossoms.  Check  the  undersides  of  the  leaves 
and  spray  them  if  there  are  signs  of  mildew. 
Check  your  violets  every  day  or  so,  or  at  the 
very  least  every  time  you  water,  and  catch 
mildew  at  the  first  signs  to  prevent  it  from 
getting  out  of  hand.  You  can  add  a  drop  or  two 
of  mild  dishwashing  liquid  to  the  Lysol  mix 
which  acts  as  a  wetting  agent.  The  plants  seem 
to  like  the  “shower”  as  the  Lysol  and  water 
also  serves  to  clean  the  dust  off  the  leaves.  Be 
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1995  National  Show... 

Winning  Personalities 

Alice  Grundy 
Richmond,  VA 


ALICE  GRUNDY,  of  Richmond,  VA  won  the 
BEST  IN  SHOW  AWARD  at  the  1995  National  Show  in 
St.  Louis,  MO.  Alice  has  been  growing  African  violets 
for  almost  forty  years  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Richmond,  VA,  AVS,  one  of  the  earliest  AVSA  affiliated 
clubs. 

“I’m  the  longest  growing  member  who  is  still 
active  in  the  club.”  Alice  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA 
for  about  27  years,  and  remembers  getting  started  in 
African  violets,  along  with  her  mother,  when  a  neighbor 
gave  them  a  leaf  of  Blue  Boy. 

Although  Alice  grows  minis,  semis,  and  trailers, 
small  trailers  are  her  personal  favorite.  “Standards  are 
nice,  but  they  take  up  so  much  room.  By  growing  the 
smaller  plants,  I  can  use  the  same  amount  of  space  and 
have  more  plants.” 

“My  plant  that  won  Best  in  Show,  Tiny  Wood 
Trail,  is  almost  ten  years  old.  I  had  to  leave  it  at  home 
instead  of  taking  it  to  my  local  show  because  it  didn’t 
have  enough  blossoms.  When  I  got  back  home,  I  talked 
to  it,  and  promised  that  if  it  started  blooming.  I’d  take  it 


to  the  National  Show.  I  admit  it,  I  talk  to  my  plants! 

“I’d  often  thought  that  if  I  could  win  Best  Trailer 
I  would  just  be  so  happy.  I  never,  ever  expected  to  win 
Best  in  Show.  It’s  like  a  life-long  dream  coming  true.” 

When  asked  about  her  growing  secrets,  Alice 
reluctantly  admitted,  “I  really  don’t  have  any.  In  fact. 
I’m  ashamed  to  say,  I  neglect  my  plants.  I  don’t  do 
anything  special. 

“I  have  a  plant  room  with  three  stands.  When 
they  filled  up,  I  started  covering  the  dining  room  table, 
and  we  started  eating  on  trays.  My  husband  said  he 
didn’t  mind,  as  long  as  I  didn’t  let  them  take  over  the 
bed. 

“Having  my  plant  pictured  on  the  cover  of  our 
magazine  has  been  so  exciting. 

“I  wish  everyone  could  win  once,  it’s  been  such 
a  wonderful  experience.  I  truly  love  the  African  violet. 
I’ll  never  give  them  up.” 

Returning  home  from  St.  Louis,  Alice  took  the 
time  to  count  the  remaining  blossoms  on  Tiny  Wood 
Trail.  There  were  703  of  them. 


Kathy  Lahti 

Forest  Lake,MN 


KATHY  LAHTI,  of  Forest  Lake,  MN,  won  the 
2nd  BEST  IN  SHOW  AWARD  and  the  BEST  HOLTKAMP 
MEMORIAL  COLLECTION  at  the  1995  National  Show. 
Kathy  has  been  growing  African  violets  for  about 
twenty  years,  and  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  for 
almost  as  long.  Kathy  is  an  AVSA  Senior  judge  and  a 
member  of  the  AV  Society  of  Minnesota,  where  she  has 
served  as  Director,  Secretary,  and  Show  Chairman.  In 
her  local  club.  Happy  Face  AVC,  she  has  held  every 
office. 

“I  became  interested  in  African  violets  when  I 
was  given  a  plant  and  later  attended  my  first  show 
which  was  held  in  a  local  mall.  I’ve  been  hooked  since. 

“My  specialities  are  semis  and  minis.  They  take 
up  less  space  and  1  just  enjoy  the  challenge  of  growing 
them.  A  while  back,  before  minis  were  so  popular,  I  did 
win  Best  in  Show  with  a  mini  in  the  Minnesota  show.  I 
grow  a  few  standards,  but  the  minis  are  actually  easier 
for  me  to  grow. 


“I  was  surprised  to  win  the  Holtkamp  Award 
because  usually  standards  win.” 

Unsure  of  exactly  how  old  her  winning  plant, 
Beginner’s  Luck,  is,  she  knows  that  she  has  had  the 
plant  for  a  good  while.  “I’ve  never  had  one  perform  like 
this  one  has.  This  one  really  took  hold.  I  grow  my 
plants  in  the  way  that  works  best  for  me.  They  are  in 
the  basement,  under  shop  lights.  I’m  not  sure  exactly 
how  many  I  have.  I’ve  never  counted  them... I  have  as 
many  African  violets  as  will  fit  under  eight  shop  lights. 

“I  don’t  wick  water.  Wicks  just  don’t  work  for 
me.  My  pots  are  in  saucers  and  I  top  water  once  a 
week,  unless  I’m  in  a  hurry,  then  I’ll  put  water  in  the 
saucers.  I  fertilize  once  a  week,  and  rotate  my  fertilizers. 

“Some  people  say  not  to  disbud  the  minis,  but  I 
do  until  so  many  weeks  before  a  show.  Those  who  do 
disbud  often  use  a  schedule.  I  don’t.  I  go  by  my  past 
experience  with  a  plant.  I  think  that  if  you  know  the 
plant,  you’ll  know  when  is  the  best  time.” 

continued  on  page  34 
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A  Famit^  Portrait 


Georgene  Albrecht 
101  Oak  Heights  Drive 
Oakdale,  PA  15071 


Streptocarpus  ^Streaker* 


This  striking  plant  does  best  for  those  of  us  who 
enjoy  cooler  temperatures  in  the  home.  Streptocarpus 
(strep-toe-CAR-pus)  continues  to  be  more  and  more 
popular.  They  love  typical  low  light  of  the  protected 
window  or  a  fluorescent  garden  where  700  footcandles 
of  light  abound.  Lower  shelves  in  the  light  garden  are 
cooler  for  them  if  air  conditioning  is  unavailable. 

Streps  have  many  common  names  like  Cape 
Primrose  or  Poor  Man’s  Orchid.  Most 
species  are  from  Africa  and 
Madagascar.  Our  modern  hybrids  form 
patterns  of  semi-rosette  growths  by 
extending  a  kind  of  stem  known  as  a 
petiolode.  Leaves  erupt  from  this 
stemlike  growth.  Each  leaf  has  many 
bloom  stalks  which  arise  from  the  stem 
midrib  below  the  leaf  blade.  The 
fertilized  seed  pod  is  extremely  long 
and  twisted,  hence,  the  meaning  of  the 
name,  twisted  fruit. 

They  seem  to  love  any  soil  mix 
and  many  need  an  extra  pinch  of  lime  in  the  growing 
medium,  joe  Suzow  gave  an  interesting  lecture  to  our 
local  society  that  brought  to  light  a  very  interesting  fact 
about  dolomite  lime.  It  becomes  less  and  less  effective  as 
it  ages.  So,  when  you  purchase,  look  for  the  freshest 
container  in  a  really  busy  store  or  mail  order.  Thanks, 
joe. 

Getting  back  to  culture  of  the  Strep,  note  how 
the  very  fine  roots  grow  near  the  top  and  down  the 
sides  of  the  container.  For  this  reason  they  seem  to  love 
repotting  often.  Damage  to  the  growing  tips  often 
indicates  that  fertilizer  salts  have  built  up  in  the  soilball. 
Leaching  helps.  Keeping  the  foliage  in  perfect  condition 


can  be  a  real  task.  Moisture  should  be  even  at  all  times 
and  the  plant  should  never  be  allowed  to  dry  to  the 
point  of  wilt. 

They  make  great  hanging  baskets  as  the 
rhizoids  are  somewhat  sprawling.  I  do  not  recommend 
summering  them  outside  in  my  area  because  they  seem 
to  attract  every  mealybug  in  the  tristate  area.  Use 
fertilizer  sparingly.  Air  movement  is  important  when 
you  remember  that  they  grow  in  rock 
crevices  among  mosses  and  gathering 
debris  just  like  the  Saintpaulias. 

Some  of  the  new  varieties  that 
we  are  enjoying  include  a  lovely  soft 
shell  pink  with  a  bright  yellow  throat 
named  S.  ‘Pink  Surprise’.  S.  ‘Blue  on 
Blue’  is  a  huge  two-toned  blue  flower  on 
wide  foliage.  Of  course,  our  feature 
plant,  S.  ‘Streaker’  continues  to  be  the 
only  fantasy  that  I  can  find  easily.  Read 
the  ads  in  AVM  for  suppliers.  I’ve  just 
found  S.  ‘Red  Riding  Hood’  and  I  think  it 
is  really  red.  We  will  see.  Isn’t  it  fun  to  watch  these 
come  into  bloom  for  the  first  time? 

As  you  read  show  results,  notice  how  often 
Streptocarpus  are  winning  the  “Best  Gesneriad”  class.  At 
the  Dixie  AVS  Show  a  S.  ‘Ulysses’  grown  by  Gail  Borne 
won.  Lovely. 

SLEEP  TIGHT 

Soon  the  evenings  will  be  getting  cool  and  the 
Achimenese  will  start  to  slow  down  for  their  long 
winter’s  nap.  Do  not  let  them  outside  until  the  foliage 
frosts.  Allow  them  to  dry  out  slowly  and  keep  the 
foliage  until  it  is  completely  dry.  You  can  remove  the 
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rhizomes  now  or  leave  them  in  their  pots  for  another 
year.  They  must  be  kept  in  darkness  or  they  will  start 
sending  up  those  wirey  growths  prematurely.  Wrap 


them  in  black  plastic  rubbish  bags  and  place  them 
somewhere  cool,  but  not  below  50°.  Share  your  extra 
ones  with  friends. 


September  2  &  3  -  CALIFORNIA 

Grow  &  Study  Gesneriad  Club 
Buena  Park  Mall,  Buena  Park,  CA 
Mall  Hours 

Info:  Dorothy  Kosowsky  (818)  333-1127 
September  9  -  CALIFORNIA 
AVS  of  California  Annual  Display/Sale 
Saturday  10am-4pm 
San  Francisco  County  Fair  Building 
9th  Ave  and  Lincoln  Way,  San  Francisco,  CA 
September  9  -  CALIFORNIA 
Ventura  County  AVS  Display  /  Sale 
Saturday  10am-6pm 

Buenaventura  Mall,  Mills  Rd.  and  Main  St.  Ventura,  CA 
September  9  &  10  -  NEW  MEXICO 
Albuquerque  AVC  Judging  School 
Albuquerque  Garden  Center,  10120  Lomas  N.E. 
Albuquerque,  NM.  Teacher:  Bill  Foster  of  Mesquite,  TX 
Info:  Agatha  Garrison  (505)  384-5026 
September  15  &  16  -  ILLINOIS 
AV  Fanciers,  Inc.,  Sale  &  Display 
Fri.  -10am  -  7pm,  Sat:  10am  -  2pm 
Colonial  Village  Mall,  Alpine  and  Newburg,  Rockford  IL 
Info:  Florise  Hogan  -  (815)  397-2000 
September  16  -  MISSOURI 
Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council 
1 3th  Annual  Display/Sale 
Fashion  Mall  of  West  Port  Plaza,  St.  Louis,  MO 
10am-4pm 

Info:  Mildred  Borsch  -  878-8187 
September  16  &  17  -  ILLINOIS 
Glenview/North  Shore  AVS,  Sale/Display 
1  lam-3pm  both  days 
Friendship  Park  Conservatory 
395  Algonquin  Rd.,  Des  Plaines,  IL 
Info: (708)  298-3500 
September  21  -  23  -  TEXAS 
Alpha  AVS  of  Dallas  Fall  Sale 
011a  Podrida  Mall,  12215  Coit  Rd.,  Dallas,  TX 
Sept.  21:  10am  -  9pm,  Sept.  22:  10am  -  6pm 
Info:  (214)  278-0389 
September  23  &  24  -  COLORADO 
AVS  of  Denver  -  Chapter  1 
September  Show/Sale,  Southwest  Plaza  Mall 
Littleton,  CO 

Show,  Sat:  12  pm  -  7  pm 
Show,  Sun:  1 1  am  -  5  pm. 


Info:  Parker  Tracy 

September  23  &  24  -  NEBRASKA 
Omaha  AVS  Exhibit/Sale 
Crossroads  Mall,  72nd  &  Dodge  Streets 
Mall  Hours 

Info:  Patty  Burkey  (402)  289-3328 
September  28-October  1  -  WISCONSIN 
Wisconsin  Council  of  AV  Clubs,  Annual  Show/Sale 
Southgate  Mall,  Mall  hours,  Milwaukee,  WI 
Info:  (414)  444-3905 
September  29  &  30  -  TEXAS 
Eirst  AVS  of  Dallas  Eall  Sale 
Richardson  Square  Mall,  Beldine  &  Plano,  Richardson,  Ifexas 
Both  Days:  10am  -  9pm 
Info:  (214)  278-0389 
September  29  &  30  -  TENNESSEE 
Volunteer  State  AV  Council  Show/Sale 
Memphis  Botanic  Gardens,  Goldsmith’s  Civic  Garden  Center 
750  Cherry  Rd.,  Memphis,  TN. 

9am  -  5pm  Both  Days 
Info:  (615)  228-7762,  (901)  372-0283 
September  29  &  30  -  IOWA 
Cedar  Valley  AVC,  4th  Annual  Show/Sale 
Crossroads  Mall,  Waterloo,  lA 
Sept.  29:  10am  -  9pm,  Sept.  30:10am-4pm 
Info:  Barbara  Pershing  (319)  987-2235 
September  28  -  October  1  -  OHIO 
Ohio  State  AVS  4 1  st  Anniversary  Show 
Kingwood  Center,  Mansfield,  OH 
1 0am  -  4pm  both  days 
Info:  Cathy  Black  (216)837-9947 
October  6  -  8-MINNESOTA 
North  Star  AV  Council  Show/Sale 
Southtown  Mall,  Hwy.  494  &  Penn  Ave.  S. 
Bloomington,  MN 
Mall  Hours 

Info:  Ruth  McAlindon  (612)  522-8332 
October  7  -  WASHINGTON 
Thcoma  Saintpaulia  Society,  AV  Sale 
Poole’s  Nursery,  6th  &  Union,  Ihcoma,  WA 
10am  -  3pm 

October  6-8-  SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Charleston  Garden  Eestival 
Gaillard  Auditorium  in  downtown  Charleston 
Symposium,  Mini  Lectures,  Garden  Tours 
General  admission:  $5 
Info:  (803)722-7527 
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October  7  &  8  -  TEXAS 
Spring  Branch  AVC  Annual  Sale 
Memorial  City  Mall,  Houston,  TX 
Info:  Lenora  Munk  (713)  468-0844 
October  7  &  8  -  CALIFORNIA 
Delta  Gesneriad  &  AV  Society,  AGGS  &  AVSA 
Judged  Show/Sale 
Sacramento  Garden  &  Aits  Center 
3330  McKinley  Blvd.,  Sacramento,  CA 
Sat:  2pm-6pm,  Sun:  10am  -  5pm 
Info:  Barbara  Elkin  (916)  878-0505 
October  13  &  14  -  LOUISIANA 
Top  Choice  AVS  Fall  Sale/Display 
Pierre  Bossier  Mall,  Bossier  City,  LA 
Fri:  10am-6pm,  Sat:  10am-4pm 
Info:  Vivian  Kennedy  (318)687-0127 
October  13  &  14  -  OREGON 
Portland  AVS  Fall  Sale 

Eastport  Plaza  Mall,  4020  S.E.  82nd  Ave,  Portland,  OR 
Fri:  10am-9pm,  Sat:  10am-6pm 
Info:  Richard  Smith  (503)  771-5762 
October  13-15  -  GEORGIA 
Georgia  AV  Judges  Society  Annual  Show/Sale 
Lakeshore  Mall,  Gainesville,  GA 
Info:  (912)  922-8362 
October  14  &15  -  MICHIGAN 
Michigan  State  AVS  Annual  Show/Sale 
Matthaei  Botanical  Gardens,  Dixboro  Rd.,  Ann  Arbor,  MI 
Sat:  1  lam  -  4:30pm,  Sun:  10am-4pm 
Info:  (517)  631-6129  or  (517)  835-9864 
October  14  &  15  -TEXAS 
First  Austin  AVS  Annual  Display  &  Sale 
Austin  Area  Garden  Center,  Zilker  Park,  Austin,  TX 
Both  Days:10am-4:30pm 
Info:  Joyce  Kimbro  (512)  282-1135 
October  14  &  15  -  ILLINOIS 
Northern  Illinois  Gesneriad  Society  Display /Sale 
Friendship  Park  Conservatory,  395  Algonquin  Rd. 

Mount  Prospect,  IL 
Both  Days:  llam-4pm 
Info:  Nancy  Maybloom  (708)  882-4652 
October  19  -  22  -  CALIFORNIA 
Sixth  Annual  California  State  Convention,  Judged 
Show/Sale,  Sponsored  by  the  Combined  Southern  and 
Northern  California  Council 
Solvang  Royal  Scandinavian  Inn,  Solvang,  CA 
Info:  (818)  333-1127,  (714)  526-4773,  (805)495-0218 
October  20  &  21  -  ILLINOIS 
African  Violet  Fanciers,  Inc.  Sale/Display 
North  Towne  Mall,  North  Main  &  Riverside,  Rockford,  IL 
Fri:10am-7pm,  Sat:  10am-2pm 
Info:  Florise  Hogan  (815)  397-2000 
October  20  -  22  -  MINNESOTA 
Lakes  Area  AV  Growers  Fall  Display /Sale 
Maplewood  Mall,  White  Bear  Ave,  just  south  of  1694 
October  20  -  10  am  -  9  pm 
October  21  -  10  am  -  6  pm 
October  22  -  11  am  -  6  pm 
Info:  Elizabeth  Frigstad  (612)  429-3591 


October  21  &  22  -  CONNECTICUT 
Nutmeg  State  AVS,  Annual  Show/Sale 
Days  Inn,  Exit  55, 1-95,  Branford,  CT 
Oct.  21  -  l-5pm,  Oct.  22  -  10am-4pm 
Info:  (203)  926-9716 
October  26  -  28  -  NEW  YORK 
New  York  State  AVS  Fall  Convention  and  Sale 
Holiday  Inn-Utica,  New  Hartford,  NY 
Oct.  28  -  Show  and  Sale  Open  to  Public,  9am-4pm 
Info: (5 18)  732-2364 
October  27  -  29-FLORIDA 
AVCF  AV  Show 

Winter  Park  Mall,  500  N.  Orlando  Ave. .Winter  Park,  FL 
Mall  Hours 

Info:  Linda  Andrews  (407)  348-7704 
October  28  &  29  -  CALIFORNIA 
Thousand  Oaks  AVS,  Annual  Show/Sale 
Thousand  Oaks  Library,  2400  Willow  Lane, 

Thousand  Oaks,  CA 
Oct.  28:  llam-5pm,  Oct.  29:  lpm-4pm 
Info:  Carroll  Gealy  (818)  991-3362 
November  2  -  4  -  TEXAS 
Lone  Star  AV  Council,  Annual  Convention  Show/Sale 
Holiday  Inn,  NW  Loop  410,  San  Antonio,  TX 
Info:  Douglas  Gregory  (800)  336-1722 
November  3  &  4  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 
Green  Thumb  AVS  Fall  Sale 
Ihrrytown  Mall,  301  &  Bus.  64,  Rocky  Mount,  NC 
Nov.  3:  10am-7pm,  Nov.  4:  lOam-until  sold  out. 

Info:  Lucille  Pmtsman  (919)  459-3722 
November  3  &  4  -  WISCONSIN 
AV  Fanciers,  Inc.  Sale/Display 
Beloit  Mall,  Rt.  51,  North  Beloit, WI 
Fri:  10am  -  7pm,  Sat:  10am  -  2pm 
Info:  Florise  Hogan  (815)  397-2000 
November  3  &  4  -  CANADA 
AVSA  Judging  School  Sponsored  by  the  Lakeshore 
AVS  of  Toronto 

6904  Bilboa  Lane,  Mississauga,  Ontario 
Teacher:  Betty  Tapping,  Chairman:  Doris  Brownlie 
Students  -$15,  Auditors  -  $10 
Info:  Doris  Brownlie,  600  Silvercreek  Blvd.  #80, 
Mississauga,  Ont.  Canada,  L5A  2B4  (905)270-6776 
November  3-5  -  GEORGIA 
AVC  of  Greater  Atlanta,  Annual  Show/Sale 
Outlet  Square  Mall,  Atlanta,  GA 
Info:  Joan  Cumpton  (912)  922-8362 
November  5  &  6  -  NEW  JERSEY 
Tristate  AV  Council,  34th  Annual  Show 
Frelinghuysen  Arboretum,  Monestorin,  NJ 
Nov  5:  l:30-5pm,  Nov  6  -10am-4pm 
Info:  Penny  Wezel  (908)  735-5124 
November  10  &  11  -  PENNSYLVANIA 
Mid-Atlantic  AVS  (MAAVS)  Annual  Convention,  Show/Sale 
Holiday  Inn-McKnight  Rd,  4859  McKnight  Rd., 

Pittsburgh,  PA 

Nov.  10  -  Sales:  9am  -  5  pm.  Show  :1pm  -  4pm 
Nov.  1 1  -  Show  &  Sale:  9am  -  5pm 
Info:  Daryl  James  (412)  366-5360 
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AWARDS  NEEDED 


FOR  ATLANTA  CONVENTION 


Plans  are  well  under  way  for  the  1996 
AVSA  Convention  in  Atlanta.  All  AVSA 
members  can  participate  in  the  festivities  by 
donating  an  award  for  the  Convention  Show, 
Awards  are  needed  for  all  parts  of  the  show  - 
horticulture  and  design,  amateur  and 
commercial.  Many  exhibitors  from 
throughout  the  country  will  be  recognized 
for  their  beautiful  plants  and  designs  with 
awards  given  by  members  and  affiliates. 

All  awards  for  the  1996  AVSA  Convention 
in  Atlanta  should  be  sent  to: 

Linda  L.  Golubski 
AVSA  Awards  Chairman 
1416  A  Street 


check  or  money  order  payable  to  AVSA 
Convention.  Appropriate  items  other  than 
cash  (i.e.  silver,  rosettes)  will  be  accepted. 
However,  please  do  not  send  gift  certificates. 
When  sending  an  award,  please  include  the 
following  information: 

Donor  or  Name  of  Award 
Address  of  Contact  Person 
Amount  of  award  or  other 
appropriate  item 

Request  for  specific  class  or  section, 
if  available  (amateur  horticulture, 
commercial  horticulture,  design, 
etc.) 


Blue  Springs,  MO  64015 
816-229-2051  after  6:00  PM 


li 


The  deadline  for  submitting  awards  is 
November  1,  1995,  in  order  for  the  awards 
to  be  listed  in  the  January  issue  of  the 
African  Violet  Magazine  with  all  of  the  other 
details  about  the  Atlanta  Convention. 
Awards  will  still  be  accepted  until  January  1 , 
1996.  Please  make  every  effort  to  send  your 
awards  early.  Special  requests  are  assigned 
based  on  the  order  of  receipt. 

Cash  awards  must  be  paid  in  U.S.  funds  by 


Cash  donations  which  cannot  be  awarded 
because  there  are  no  qualified  entries  (i.e.  no 
entry  for  specific  variety  awards)  are  given 
to  AVSA,  Undesignated  awards  assigned  to  a 
class  which  subsequently  has  no  blue  ribbon 
entries  are  reassigned  as  needed.  Awards  for 
the  best  plant  of  a  specific  hybridizer  or 
series,  or  awards  which  would  complicate 
judging,  will  not  be  accepted.  All  awards 
must  be  sent  to  the  Awards  Chairman. 

Get  your  check  in  the  mail  now  and  start 
making  plans  to  join  other  AVSA  members  in 
Atlanta  for  the  1996  Convention  and  Show. 


ATTBOTIOM  AFMILII^ar: 

Nominations  Needed  For 
Affiliate  Leadership  Award 


The  Mabel  and  Glenn  Hudson  Memorial  Award  was 
established  to  honor  individuals  for  outstanding 
leadership  activities  within  an  affiliated  chapter. 
Nominees  are  recognized  at  the  closing  banquet  of 
the  annual  convention.  Recipients  of  the  Hudson 
Award  are  presented  with  a  citation  and  a  very  nice 
award.  All  affiliate  groups  are  encouraged  to  suggest 
names  of  potential  candidates  for  this  award. 
Secretaries  of  affiliates  should  send  the  name  of  the 
nominee,  along  with  a  detailed  list  of  leadership 
activities  and  accomplishments,  to  Linda  L. 
Golubski,  AVSA  Awards  Committee  Chairman,  1416 


A  Street,  Blue  Springs,  MO  64015.  Complete 
information  should  be  submitted  no  later  than 
November  1,  1995,  to  be  considered  for  the  award  to 
be  presented  at  the  1996  Convention  in  Atlanta.  In 
order  for  the  Awards  Committee  to  give  your 
recommendations  full  consideration,  please  share  as 
much  information  as  possible,  focusing  on 
contributions  on  the  local  affiliate  level.  AVSA  has 
many  outstanding  affiliate  clubs  with  leaders  who 
deserve  to  be  honored  and  recognized.  Start 
gathering  information  to  submit  your  nomination  for 
this  year’s  award. 


September  •  October  1995 


African  Violet  Magazine  1 7 


Registration  Report 


Iris  Keating 
149  Loretto  Ct. 
Claremont,  CA  91711 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two 
years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years 
for  an  additional  $1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is 
$5.00  unless  completed  within  the  reservation  period, 
in  which  case  the  balance  is  then  $4.00.  Please  make 
check  payable  to  AVSA. 

REGISTRATIONS 

Bud  Weber  -  Northport,  NY 

•BUD’S  CASSIE  (8154)  5/26/95  (B.  Weber) 

Single-semidouble  dark  blue  pansy/pink 
fantasy.  Dark  green,  pointed,  quilted,  glossy/red 
back.  Large 

•BUD’S  CINDI  (8155)  5/26/95  (B.  Weber)  Semidouble 
dark  blue  large  star/pink  fantasy.  Dark  green, 
plain,  glossy/red  back.  Large 
•BUD’S  COOL  RASPBERRY  (8156)  5/26/95  (B. 

Weber)  Single-semidouble  white  star/fuchsia 
shading.  Variegated  green  and  white,  plain. 
Semiminiature 

•BUD’S  GIANNA  (8157)  5/26/95  (B.  Weber) 

Single-semidouble  dark  blue  large  pansy.  Dark 
green,  plain,  quilted,  glossy/red  back.  Large 
•BUD’S  HAPPY  BRIDE  (8158)  5/26/95  (B.  Weber) 
Semidouble-double  white  star/pale  fuchsia 
shading.  Variegated  green  and  white,  plain. 
Semiminiature 

•BUD’S  JANE  (8159)  5/26/95  (B.  Weber) 

Single  semidouble  dark  blue  large  star.  Dark 
green,  plain,  glossy/red  back.  Large 
•BUD’S  LONESOME  GEORGE  (8160)  5/26/95  (B. 
Weber)  Single  dark  blue  sticktite  bell.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Miniature 
•BUD’S  PARASOL  (8161)  5/26/95  (B.  Weber) 

Semidouble  dark  fuchsia  star.  Variegated  green 
and  white,  plain.  Miniature 

Greta  Durand  -  Pointe  Claire,  Quebec,  Canada 

•HIGHWAYMAN  (8162)  6/3/95  (G.  Durand)  Single 
bright  purple  star.  Variegated  dark  green  and 


pink,  heart-shaped,  glossy/red  back.  Standard 

•NEWCOMER  (8163)  6/3/95  (G.  Durand)  Single 

medium  lavender  two-tone  star.  Variegated  dark 
green  and  pink,  heart-shaped,  glossy/red  back. 
Standard 

•PURPLE  HEART  (8164)  6/3/95  (G.  Durand)  Single 
dark  purple  star.  Dark  green,  ovate,  serrated/red 
back.  Standard 

•SILK  TAFFETA  (8165)  6/3/95  (G.  Durand)  Single 
rose-coral  star.  Dark  green,  ovate/red  back. 

Standard 

•STAR  SAPPHIRE  (8166)  6/3/95  (G.  Durand)  Single 
medium  blue  two-tone  star/darker  rays.  Dark 
green,  ovate,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 


Ralph  Robinson  -  Naples,  NY 

•ROB’S  BOO  HOO  (8167)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 

Semidouble  dark  blue-purple  sticktite  pansy. 
Dark  green,  pointed/red  back.  Semiminiature 
•ROB’S  BRIAR  PATCH  (8168)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Double  dark  purple  ruffled  sticktite.  Dark  green, 
pebbled,  glossy,  serrated/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

•ROB’S  CALYPSO  BEAT  (8169)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  bright  pink  sticktite  pansy/  blue 
fantasy.  Medium-dark  green,  pointed/red  back. 

Semiminiature 

•ROB’S  CHOO  CHOO  (8170)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  white  sticktite  pansy/red  edge. 
Medium  green,  glossy.  Miniature 
•ROB’S  CLOUDY  SKIES  (8171)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Double  white  and  blue  sticktite  star.  Medium 
green,  pointed.  Miniature 

•ROB’S  COTTON  BALL  (8172)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Double  white  sticktite/blue-tinged  eye,  variable 
green  on  outer  petals.  Medium  green,  pointed, 
quilted,  hairy,  serrated.  Semiminiature 
•ROB’S  FE  FI  (8173)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson)  Single 

chimera  white  star/pink  and  blue  fantasy  stripe. 
Medium  green,  pointed.  Miniature 
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*ROB’S  FO  FUM  (8174)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson)  Single 
chimera  white  sticktite  star/blue  stripe.  Medium 
green,  pointed.  Miniature 

*ROB’S  HIPPITY  HOP  (8175)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 

Semidouble  medium  orchid-blue  sticktite  ruffled 
pansy/wide  dark  purple  edge.  Dark  green, 
quilted,  serrated/red  back.  Semiminiature 
‘ROB’S  JIND ALEE  (8176)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Double  medium-dark  blue  sticktite 
pansy/variable  white  mottled  tips.  Medium 
green,  pointed,  serrated.  Semiminiature 
trailer 

‘ROB’S  PENNY  ANTE  (8177)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  white  sticktite  pansy/dark  blue- 
purple  eye.  Medium  green,  pointed,  glossy. 
Miniature 

‘ROB’S  PERFECT  PEACH  (8178)  6/5/95  (R. 

Robinson)  Double  dark  peach-pink  sticktite 
pansy.  Dark  green,  pointed,  quilted/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

‘ROB’S  PINK  PUFF  (8179)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 

Double  medium  pink  sticktite  frilled  pansy.  Dark 
green,  serrated/red  back.  Semiminiature 
‘ROB’S  SCOOTER  (8180)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 

Semidouble  medium  blue-purple  sticktite  pansy. 
Dark  green,  pointed/red  back.  Semiminiature 
‘ROB’S  WILLAWONG  (8181)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  bright  pink  sticktite  pansy.  Medium 
green,  pointed.  Semiminiature  trailer 
‘ROB’S  WILLY  NILLY  (8182)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Double  blush  white  sticktite  pansy.  Medium 
green,  serrated.  Miniature 


Sidney  Sorano  -  Dolgeville,  NY 
‘BANANA  SPLIT  (8183)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  white  frilled  star/yellow  blush,  pink 
mottling.  Medium  green,  quilted,  ruffled. 

Standard 

‘BLACKBERRY  JAM  (8184)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  dark  red-purple  star.  Variegated 
dark  green  and  white,  plain,  ovate/red  back. 

Large 

‘CHERRIES  ‘N’  CREAM  (8185)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Single-semidouble  red-fuchsia  star/white  edge. 
Dark  green,  plain,  pointed/red  back.  Large 
‘CORAL  CRUNCH  (8186)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single 
coral  sticktite  pansy.  Variegated  dark  green, 
pink  and  cream,  ovate,  quilted/red  back. 
Standard 

‘EAST  WIND  (8187)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano)  Double  light 
blue  star.  Dark  green,  quilted,  scalloped/red 
back.  Standard 

‘FLASHBACK  (8188)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
medium  blue  star/pink  two-tone  fantasy, 
variable  coral  tone.  Variegated  medium  green 
and  white,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
‘FROSTED  FLAMES  (8189)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  fuchsia  star/white  ruffled  edge, 
some  green.  Dark  green,  quilted,  ruffled/red 
back.  Standard 

‘GALACTIC  STORM  (8190)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 


Semidouble-double  medium  blue  star/pink 
fantasy.  Dark  green,  ovate,  quilted/red  back. 
Large 

‘HOT  SPOT  (8191)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano)  Double  red 
frilled  star.  Medium  green,  plain,  spooned, 
heartshaped,  pointed^,  serrated.  Standard 
‘ICE  QUEEN  (8192)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single  white 
sticktite  ruffled  star.  Dark  green,  plain, 
ovate/red  back.  Large 

‘ISLAND  WATERS  (8193)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  pale  blue  star.  Medium  green,  plain, 
quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘LYON’S  MIDNIGHT  WAVES  (8194)  6/9/95  (S. 

Sorano)  Semidouble  dark  blue  star/white  frilled 
edge.  Dark  green,  plain,  pointed/red  back. 
Standard 

‘LYON’S  MIRAGE  (8195)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  pink  frilled  star/blue  fantasy. 
Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  quilted,  scalloped. 
Standard 

‘LYON’S  NORTHERN  STAR  (8196)  6/9/95  (S. 

Sorano)  Single-semidouble  medium  blue 
star/wide  dark  reddish  blue  edge.  Dark  green, 
plain/red  back.  Standard 

‘MOONLIGHT  WAVES  (8197)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Single  chimera  white  sticktite  frilled  star/pink 
stripe.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted,  serrated. 

Standard 

‘NANCY  LEIGH  (8198)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano)  Double 
white  large  star/pink-blushed  eye.  Medium 
green,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
‘NORTHERN  REFLECTIONS  (8199)  6/9/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  chimera  pink  frilled 
pansy/blue  stripe,  fantasy.  Variegated  dark 
reen,  cream,  tan  and  pink,  plain,  serrated/red 
ack.  Standard 
‘RED  ROBE  (8200)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  red 
pansy /variable  white  flecked  edge.  Dark 
green,  ovate,  quilted/red  back.  Large 
‘ROYAL  FLAIR  (8201)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  purple-blue  frilled  pansy/dark  rose- 
lavender  band,  variable  white  edge.  Dark  green, 
plain,  ovate.  Standard 

‘SMOKEY  EMERALD  (8202)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  lavender  star/wide  green  edge. 
Variegated  dark  green  and  white,  plain,  pointed, 
quilted/red  back.  Standard 
‘SUMMER  CORAL  (8203)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single 
coral  sticktite  frilled  star.  Medium  green,  plain, 
pointed.  Standard 

‘VINTAGE  GOWN  (8204)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble-double  pink  pansy/white  frilled 
edge.  Light  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘VINTAGE  WINE  (8205)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  wine  frilled  pansy.  Variegated  dark 
green,  pink  and  tan,  plain,  heart-shaped, 
pointed.  Large 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 

Ralph  Robinson  -  Naples,  NY 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name  Rob’s) 

*  Bunny  Wabbit  *  Club  Soda  *  Hot  Foot  *  Humpty  Doo 

*  Miriwinni  *  Neat  Nellie  *  Ruff  Stuff 
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AVSA  Commercials 


A  Closer  (Look 


David  Buttram 
RO.  Box  193 
Independence,  MO  64501 


Kent’s  Flowers 


After  almost  ten  years  it  is  again  time  to  visit  Joyce 
and  Kent  Stork  of  Kent’s  Flowers  of  Fremont,  Nebraska. 
The  first  column  about  them  appeared  in  the  January, 
1986  African  Violet  Magazine. 

Kent’s  Flowers  opened  in  1977  in  Arlington,  just 
ten  miles  east  of  Fremont  in  southeastern  Nebraska. 
Kent  and  Joyce  provided  a  full-service  florist  shop  for  the 
small  farming  community  where  Kent  grew  up  on  a 
farm.  As  the  shop  grew  a  strange  thing  happened  to 
their  customer  base.  Kent  said,  “It  had  gotten  to  the 
point  where  only  about  15  percent  of  the  business  came 
from  Arlington.  When  this  store  (in  Fremont)  came  up  for 
rent  and  we  took  a  look  at  it  and...”  Joyce  adds,  “It  was 
exactly  the  location  we  needed."  That  was  in  1990. 

The  old  adage  comes  to  mind:  The  three  most 
important  things  in  growing  a  retail  business  are 
location,  location,  and  location.  The  new  store  is  located 
on  a  busy  four  lane  state  highway  and  is  surrounded  by 
grocery  stores,  department  stores,  motels  and  many 
other  retail  stores  and  restaurants.  Perfect  for  a  florist 
shop. 

For  a  while  the  Storks  operated  both  the  Fremont 
shop  and  the  Arlington  shop.  “We  just  couldn’t  operate 
two  stores,”  Kent  said,  “so  we  closed  the  Arlington  store 
in  1992.” 

When  asked  what  the  future  plans  were  for  the 
business,  Kent  responded  with  a  hearty  laugh,  “Just  to 
get  by  day  by  day.  Over  the  past  two  years  the  floral 
business  has  continued  to  grow  and  grow.  It  simply 
demands  that  more  of  my  time  be  devoted  to  that.” 

A  terrible  problem  with  blossom  botrytis  has  hindered 
the  African  violet  side  of  the  Stork’s  business.  Affecting 
cuttings,  seedlings  and  sales  size  plants,  there  were 
fewer  plants  to  sell  and  certainly  none  of  the  show 
plants  for  which  Kent  is  so  well  known. 

“The  botrytis  began  to  appear  in  ‘88  to  ‘89  on  a  plant 


or  two  and  it  was  diagnosed  at  that  point,  but  we 
couldn’t  find  any  (written)  material  on  what  to  do  about 
it,”  remembers  Kent.  Joyce  said,  “We  didn’t  understand 
that  what  was  a  minor  problem  would  turn  into  a  full 
plague.  When  it  reached  its  peak,  there  was  hardly  a 
healthy  plant  anywhere.” 

Joyce  and  Kent  have  shared  their  experience  with 
botrytis  and  have  heard  from  other  growers  of  its 
devastating  effect  on  African  violets.  Even  large 
greenhouses  have  been  victimized  by  this  destructive 
ftingus. 

The  Storks  have  made  adaptations  in  their  new 
building  to  combat  problems  such  as  botrytis.  One  such 
change  is  the  switch  from  wick  watering  to  capillary 
matting  which  tends  to  lower  the  humidity.  Adding 
several  fans  to  the  violet  room  to  move  the  air  is  another 
positive  change. 

Many  of  the  problems  and  positive  experiences  Joyce 
and  Kent  have  had  growing  thousands  of  African  violets 
find  their  way  into  their  popular  column,  For  Beginners, 
which  is  a  regular  feature  of  this  magazine.  Many  letters 
arrive  from  growers  with  questions  and  problems. 
Unfortunately,  the  Storks  do  not  have  time  to  respond 
individually,  but  do  address  the  most  frequently  asked 
questions  in  their  column. 

A  typical  work  day  lasts  ten  to  twelve  hours  and  a 
typical  work  week  is  six  days.  Weddings  are  usually 
scheduled  far  in  advance,  but  an  untimely  funeral  can 
strain  the  best  laid  plans.  Valentine’s  Day,  Mother’s  Day, 
prom  season  and  graduations  keep  springtime  exciting 
for  Joyce  and  Kent,  but  they  are  always  able  to  break 
away  for  the  annual  AVSA  convention  where  their 
display  tables  have  wowed  African  violet  growers  for 
years.  Their  sales  table  always  attracts  a  crowd. 

Because  of  the  growth  of  the  florist  shop,  the  African 
violet  mail  order  business  has  been  reduced  to  shipping 
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leaf  cuttings  only  in  the  fall  of  the  year.  Their  Fall  1995 
catalog  is  now  available. 

Kent  has  resumed  his  hybridizing  efforts  and 
promises  new  and  exciting  introductions.  His 
‘Tomahawk’  is  a  favorite  across  the  country  with  its 
gorgeous  deep  red  semi  double  blossoms  on  dark  green 
foliage.  Other  favorites  are  ‘Powwow’,  ‘Geronimo’;  and 


many  other  outstanding  cultivars. 

As  busy  as  the  Storks  are  in  their  business,  they  are 
able  to  devote  time  to  their  family  and  church.  Their 
sons,  Zach,15  and  Nat,  12  are  maturing  into  fine  young 
men.  Zach  loves  science  and  math,  music  and  baseball. 
Nat,  whom  many  will  remember  as  a  baby  at  the 
Milwaukee  AVSA  convention,  is  very  artistic  and  grows 
African  violets.  He  also  plays  an  instrument 
and  has  a  passion  for  baseball. 

Joyce  made  an  interesting  observation 
on  the  growth  of  the  florist  shop:  “The 
African  violets  give  us  a  credibility.  Your 
customers  have  to  believe  that  you  know 
your  business  well.  Our  reputation  has 
contributed  to  that.  Our  state  ETV  (a  cable 
channel)  did  a  little  story  on  our  African 
violets  this  spring.  That  alone  brought 
many  customers  in  who  commented  that 
they  had  seen  us  on  television.  People 
know  that  if  someone  takes  care  in  one 
area,  then  they  are  likely  to  take  care  in 
another.” 

When  it  comes  time  for  retirement,  the 
Storks  plan  to  sell  the  florist  shop.  What 
will  they  do  with  their  African  violets?  “We 
will  keep  them.  We  genuinely  enjoy  that 
part  of  the  business,”  said  Joyce.  Kent 
quickly  added,  “They’re  us.  I  mean  we 
couldn’t  sell  them.”  So  the  Storks  v/ill  be 
hybridizing,  showing  and  selling 
outstanding  African  violets  for  a  long,  long 
time,  for  which  all  of  us  should  whisper  a 
“Thank  you”. 


Calling  All  Individuals, 
AVSA  Club  Members  and 
Afbliates! 

In  joyful  celebration  of  our  society’s  50th 
Anniversary  and  to  boost  our  membership  in  this 
golden  year,  the  TlNARl  GREENHOUSES 
MEMBERSHIP  AWARD  will  be  $100.00. 

This  award  will  be  presented  to  the 
individual,  club  or  affiliate  who  sends  in  to  THE 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA,  INC.  the 
most  new  memberships  for  the  year  of  25  or  over. 

Let  our  motto  be:  EVERY  MEMBER  GET  AT 
LEAST  ONE  NEW  MEMBER  in  this  golden 
anniversary  year. 

Happy  Membership  Hunting, 
ANNE  &  FRANK  TINARI 


AHENTION 

AFFILIATE 

PRESIDENTS; 

Would  you  like  to  meet  with  other  Affiliate 
presidents  at  the  1996  AVSA  Convention?  This 
would  present  an  opportunity  to  exchange 
ideas  in  the  area  of  club  projects,  shows,  sales, 
increasing  Affiliate  membership,  programs,  etc. 
If  you  are  interested  in  such  a  meeting  please 
write  to  Mrs.  Jackie  Jones,  607  14th  Ave.,  Box 
34,  Durant,  lA  52747.  Write  to  Jackie  as  soon 
as  possible  so  if  a  significant  number  are 
interested  we  can  get  it  on  the  1996 
Convention  Agenda. 
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'  PLANT  STA 


FROM  PVC  PIPE 


by  Kenneth  W.  Barbi 
1809  View  Top  Court 
Annapolis,  MD 
21401'5862 


leaving  them  white  so  my  leaves  don’t  tend 
to  hug  the  pots  by  growing  down  to  the 
stand.  I  use  this  arrangement  to  hold 
individual  plant  reservoirs  made  from  plastic 
containers  such  as  margarine  containers.  In 
both  cases,  I  use  the  hanging  fluorescent 
light  fixtures  under  the  shelves  to  support 
the  trays  with  water  or  the  plastic  shelf 
individual  watering  containers.  I  also  put 
the  white  plastic  2'  x  4'  sheet  under  the 
green  trays  if  I  use  the  community  watering 
system  to  catch  water  under  the  trays  if  I 
spill  it. 

LIGHTS 

I  prefer  professionally  built  two  (2)  light 
units  with  low  power  ballasts  such  as  those 
sold  by  Indoor  Gardening  Supplies  of 
Detroit,  Michigan.  The  Sylvania  Wide 
Spectrum  lamps  are  11  inches  apart,  and 
the  light  fixtures  can  be  daisy-chained 
together  by  plugging  them  into  one  another. 
After  the  last  light,  plug  the  string  into  a 
heavy  duty  24  hour  timer. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Cut  the  ten  foot  lengths  of  PVC  pipe  into  the 
following  lengths: 

Item  1 .  8  48"  (for  the  wider 

part  of  the  shelves) 

Item  2.  10  21  1/16  "(for  the  sides 
of  the  shelves) 

Item  3.8  12  3/4  "(for  top  2  levels 

to  provide  closer 
spacing  for 
minis/semiminis) 

Item  4.  8  15  1/2"  (for  bottom  2 

levels  for  standards) 

Item  5.  16  1  3/8 "  (Connectors  for 
the  shelf  members) 

ASSEMBLY 

Step  1  -  Glue  PVC  Tee  Connectors  to  both 
ends  of  all  the  Item  Is  and  eight  of  the  Item 
2s.  Make  sure  both  the  PVC  Tee  Connectors 
are  parallel  to  each  other. 

Step  2  -  Using  Item  5  connectors,  glue  the 
long  and  short  lengths  of  shelf  supports 


If  you  could  build  a  basic  plant  stand  for 
$20,  and  then  add  lights  and  trays, 
wouldn’t  it  be  worth  it?  Commercial 
vendors  sell  comparable  stands  made  out  of 
metal  for  as  much  as  $266.  With  a  little  bit 
of  time  spent  following  these  instructions,  a 
substantial  PVC  pipe  plant  stand  could  be 
yours. 


MATERIAL  LIST 

All  the  following  parts  are  commonly 
available  at  large  hardware/home  building 
stores: 

8  Ten  foot  3/4"  White  PVC  Pipes 
34  PVC  3/4"  Tee  Connectors 
4  PVC  3/4"  90  Degree  Elbow 
Connectors 

1  Can  of  PVC  Adhesive 
6  1  5/8"  Diameter  White  Wheels 
(OPTIONAL) 

6  3/4"  Wheels  Sockets  (OPTIONAL) 

4  2'  X  4'  Egg  Crate  for  Ceiling 

Fluorescent  Lights  (OPTIONAL) 

1  Heavy  Duty  light  timer 
(OPTIONAL) 

5  2'  X  4'  White  Plastic  Ceiling 

Fluorescent  Light  Covers 
(OPTIONAL) 


Additional  items  can  be  purchased  from  a 
number  of  AVA4  advertisers  such  as  Indoor 
Gardening  Supplies: 

4  48"  double  Fluorescent  Plant  Lite 

Fixtures  with  Chains  (IGS  Model  # 
PLD42WS-C) 

1 6  Standard  11"  x  22"  x  2-1/2" 
Perma-Nest  Plant  Trays 

TRAYS 

I  use  two  different  approaches  on  trays. 
Several  of  my  stands  use  four  standard  1 1" 
X  22"  X  2-1/2"  Perma-  Nest  Plant  Trays  per 
shelf  covered  by  a  2'  x  4'  white  egg  crate 
that  you  use  for  covering  ceiling  fluorescent 
fixtures.  I  do  community  wick  watering  in 
this  arrangement.  My  other  stands  use  a  2' 
X  4'  white  translucent  plastic  ceiling 
fluorescent  fixture  covers  I  spray  paint 
black.  The  black  reflects  less  light  than 
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made  in  Step  1  together  to  form  a  rectangular  shelf.  I 
suggest  doing  this  job  by  placing  both  pieces  against  a 
square  wall  in  your  house. 

Step  3  -  Glue  PVC  90  Degree  Elbow  Connectors  to  two  of 
the  Item  2  s  for  the  top  light  support.  Make  sure  both  the 
PVC  90  Degree  Elbow  Connectors  are  parallel  to  each 
other. 

Step  4  -  Using  eight  Item  4s,  connect  the  bottom,  second, 
and  third  shelf  together.  DON’T  GLUE.  I  use  pressure  to 
keep  the  shelves  together  and  not  glue.  In  this  way,  I  can 
take  the  shelves  apart  for  transport  or  for  making  further 
adjustments  on  the  distances  between  lights  and  plants. 


CLEANING  THE  STAND 

Depending  how  neat  you  are,  you  may  want  to  clean  off 
the  black  printing  on  the  PVC  pipes.  This  is  not  as  easy 
as  it  sounds.  You’ll  need  to  use  lacquer  thinner  or 
acetone  with  a  piece  of  fine  steel  wool.  Work  on  the 
marks  until  they  come  off.  Do  this  outdoors  since  the 
cleaner  is  very  flammable,  and  wear  a  face  mask  such  as 
a  3M  No.  7251  Permissible  Chemical  Cartridge  for 
Organic  Vapors  which  you  should  be  using  when  you 
spray  pesticides  on  your  African  violets.  This  mask  is 
available  in  the  same  hardware/home  building  stores 
where  you  bought  the  material,  paint  specialty  stores,  or 
in  your  larger  garden  stores  that  sell  large  quantities  of 
pesticides. 


Step  5  -  Using  eight  Item  3s,  connect  the  fourth  shelf  and 
top  light  support  together.  DON’T  GLUE.  I  use  pressure 
to  keep  the  shelves  together  and  not  glue.  Again,  in  this 
way,  I  can  take  the  shelves  apart  for  transport  or  for 
making  further  adjustments  on  the  distances  between 
lights  and  plants. 

Step  6  -  Using  chained  light  fixtures,  support  trays  or 
plastic  shelves  with  the  light  fixtures.  Plug  them  together 
daisy-chain  style  and  into  the  timer.  Connect  to  AC. 


SUPPORTING  THE  BOTTOM  SHELF 


When  I  use  Perma-Nest  Trays,  I  divide  the  long  pipes  on 
the  bottom  shelf  in  half  and  install  PVC  Tee  Connectors 
(with  optional  wheels)  to  support  the  trays.  If  I  only  use 
a  plastic  shelf,  I  support  the  middle  center  line  of  the 
plastic  shelf  at  both  ends  and  in  the  middle  so  that  plants 
on  their  reservoirs  don’t  bend  the  shelf 


TOTAL 

When  you  add  the  cost  of  the  plant  stand  materials  (apx 
$20),  the  lights  (apx  $75  x  4=$300),  egg  crate  (apx  $10 
X  4  =$40),  plastic  covers  or  shelves  ($10  x  5=$50),  and 
Pema-Nest  Plant  Trays  (apx  $5  x  16=$80),  you  pay 
$490  which  is  less  than  a  pre-made  stand  when  you  add 
all  the  extras  that  don’t  come  with  it.  Doing  it  yourself 
allows  several  unique  options.  For  example,  if  you  get 
shop  lights  for  about  $10  per  unit  with  standard  cool 
white  fluorescent  bulbs  and  decide  to  use  just  plastic 
shelves  without  the  Perma-Nest  Plant  Trays,  you  can 
build  a  plant  stand  that  costs  $20  +  4  times  $10  (shop 
light)  +  5  times  $10  (plastic  shelves)  =  $50,  or  $1 10.  If 
you  select  shop  lights,  you  must  make  the  vertical 
supports  (Items  3  &  4)  longer  to  accommodate  the  extra 
thickness  of  the  lights.  Good  luck  with  your  project. 
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49th  Annual  AVSA  National 
Award  Winners 

1995  ST.  LOUIS  CONVENTION 


Best  of  Show 
2nd  Best  of  Show 
5rd  Best  of  Show 


AMATEUR  HORTICULTURE 

Tiny  Wood  TTail 
Beginner’s  Luck 
Bud’s  Melanie 


Alice  Grundy 
Kathy  Lahti 
Pat  Richards 


BEST  AVSA  COLLECTION  OF  STANDARDS 

Snow  Rose,  Bud’S  Melanie,  Suncoast  Paisley  Print 

Pat  Richards 

2ND  BEST  AVSA  COLLECTION  OF  STANDARDS 
Happy  Cricket,  Mindi  Morn,  Ocean  Eyes 
Rosemary  Dorn 

BEST  AVSA  COLLECTION  OF  MINIS  AND  SEMIMINIS 

Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle,  Beginner’s  Luck,  Rob’s  Heebie  Jeebie 

Kathy  Lahti 

2ND  BEST  COLLECTION  OF  MINIS  OR  SEMIMINIS 
Ness’  Satin  Rose,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Rob’s  Boondoggle 

Pat  Richards 


BEST  HOLTKAMP  MEMORIAL  COLLECTION 

Optimara  Little  Crystal,  Optimara  Little  Pearl,  Optimara  Little 
Ruby 

Kathy  Lahti 

2ND  BEST  HOLTKAMP  MEMORIAL  COLLECTION 

Optimara  New  Mexico,  Optimara  Trinidad,  Optimara  Molakai 

Richard  Nicholas 

3RD  BEST  HOLTKAMP  COLLECTION 
Rhapsodic  Rose,  Optimara  Illinois,  Optimara  Oklahoma 
Mary  Ann  Switzer 


Best  Standard 
Best  Miniature 
Best  Semiminiature 
Best  Trailer 
Best  Other  Gesneriad 


Bud’s  Melanie 
Ness’  Angel  Babe 
Beginner’s  Luck 
Tiny  Wood  Trail 
Chirita  Sinensis  (Hisaka) 


Pat  Richards 
Pat  Richards 
Kathy  Lahti 
Alice  Grundy 
Jackie  Jones 


Sweepstakes  In  Amateur  Horticulture  1 03  Blue  Ribbons  Pat  Richards 


Sweepstakes  Runner-up  in  Amateur  Horticulture  29  Blue  Ribbons  Hector  Becerra 


Best  Saintpaulia  Species  S.  obicularis  purpurea  Pat  Richards 

COMMERCIAL 


Best  Commercial  Display  Thble 
2nd  Best  Commercial  Display  Thble 
3rd  Best  Commercial  Display  Thble 
4th  Best  Commercial  Display  Thble 


Rob’s  Mini-o-lets 
Travis’  Violets 
Lyndon  Lyons  Greenhouses 
Midland  Violets 


Best  New  Introduction 

2nd  Best  New  Introduction 

Best  Plant  From  Commercial  Display  Ihble 

Best  in  Commercial  Specimen  Plants 

2nd  Best  in  Commercial  Specimen  Plants 


Rob’s  Perfect  Peach 
Moonsilk 
Ness’  Crinkle  Blue 
Wran^er’s  Canyon  Echoes 
Optimara  Rose  Quartz 


Rob’s  Mini-o-lets 
Lyndon  Lyons  Greenhouses 
Midland  Violets 
Sharmon  Ahlman 

Shirley  Sanders 


Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Standards 
Ness’  Viking  Maiden,  Cinnamon  Girl,  Nortex  Colour  Haven 
Shannon  Ahlman 


Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Minis  and  Semiminis 

Dizzie  Lizzie,  Rob’s  Gray  Ghost,  Irish  Flirt 

Betty  Tripping 

2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Minis  and  Semiminis 

Teen  Surprise,  Dean’s  Artie  Frost,  Dean’s  Legacy 

Shirley  Sanders 

Best  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection 
Optimara  Little  Moonstone,  Optimara  Little  Diamond,  Optimara  Rose  Quartz 

Shirley  Sanders 

continued  on  page  34 
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OPTI M  AR  A 


African  Violets  and  Plantcare  Products 

To  purchase  or  receive  information  on  the  entire  Optimara  line  of  African  Violets 
and  Plantcare  Products,  contact  one  of  these  AVSA-supporting  Distributors: 


Big  Sky  Violets 

10678  Schoolhouse  Lane 
Moiese,  MT  59824 
406/644-2296 

Cape  Cod  VIoletry 

28  Minot  Street 
Falmouth,  MA  02540 

508/548-2798 


Pleasant  Hill  African  Violets 

Route  1 ,  Box  73 
Brenham,  TX  77833 
409/836-9736 

Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

RO.  Box  78398 
Nashville,  TN  37207-8398 


Tinari  Greenhouses 

2325  Valley  Road 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006 

215/947-0144 

Violets  By  Appointment 
45  Third  Street 
W.  Sayville,  NY  11796 
516/589-2724 


Innis  Violets 

8  Maddison  Lane 
Lynnfield,  MA  01940 
617/334-6679 


Teas  Nursery 

P.O.  Box  1603 
Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 
713/664-4400 


Optimara  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Hermann  Holtkamp,  K.G.,  Germany.  Holtkamp  Greenhouses  USA,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37207 


Grooming  African  Violets 

.,„Perfect  African  Violets 
are  made,  not  born. 


Grooming  plants  is  a  constant  chore.  When 
walking  by  an  African  violet,  you  notice  that  a  flower 
has  faded  and  curled.  Or  that  a  loose  bit  of  soil  has  fallen 
to  the  center  of  the  crown.  Or  that  one  of  the  oldest 
leaves  is  yellow  and  wilted.  Among  the  greatest,  if 
simplest,  enjoyments  of  growing  plants  is  fixing  such  a 
flaw.  It’s  easy.  You  hardly  think  about  it. 

But  competitive  growers  are  fanatical  groomers. 
They  go  far  beyond  the  once-over-lightly  care  most  of 
us  give  our  plants.  They  “groom  for  show”.  That  is,  with 
an  eye  to  winning  very  exacting  competitions  with  their 
plants.  The  long  process  of  getting  a  plant  ready  to 
compete  isn’t  something  taken  lightly.  You  can  learn  a 
few  tricks  by  considering  the  way  people  prepare  plants 
for  show.  You  might  find  yourself  trying  your  hand  at 
meticulous  care,  just  for  the  fun  of  it.  There’s  a  special 
private  satisfaction  to  knowing  you  have  a  winner  on 
your  plant  stand. 

It  is  impossible  to  talk  generally  about 
grooming  plants  for  show.  Every  plant  has  its 
peculiarities  and  is  judged  by  a  different  set  of  standards. 

African  violets  are  among  the  most  fastidiously 
grown,  groomed,  and  judged  plants.  They’re  also  among 
the  most  common  and  poorly  cared  for  members  of  the 
plant  world. 

African  violets  are  judged  using  a  well- 
articulated,  precise  set  of  mles.  AVSA  has  established 
standards  by  which  all  African  violets  are  judged.  Judges 
and  competitors  need  to  know  what  is  expected  of  a 
plant.  Personal  likes  and  dislikes  cannot  enter  into  it. 

So,  for  many  reasons,  African  violets  make 
good  plant  material  for  rigorous  grooming.  They  respond 
quickly  to  excellent  care,  so  grooming  a  winning  violet 
doesn’t  take  a  lifetime.  A  beautifully  grown  and 
groomed  African  violet  has  a  long  history  of  good 
culture  behind  it.  It  is  not  a  spruced  up,  brushed  off  plant 
that  has  been  grown  carelessly.  For  at  least  eight 
months  (or  longer)  it  has  been  nurtured  and  prepared 
for  its  moment  before  the  judges. 

The  plant  has  spent  all  of  its  life  under  artificial 
light.  Certainly  you  can  produce  beautiful  plants  on  a 
windowsill.  However,  a  competitor  must  be  concerned 
with  perfection.  A  few  cloudy  days  may  ruin  a  precise 


training  schedule.  And  the  not-quite-constant  light  from 
the  sun  never  can  induce  the  special  sheen  that  is 
typical  of  a  plant  grown  under  fluorescent  light.  So, 
artificial  light  helps.  And  wick- watering  is  important  to 
ensure  the  harmless  delivery  of  fertilizer  and  moisture  to 
the  plant.  Wicks  reduce  the  possibility  of  water  spotted 
leaves  and  fertilizer  burned  petioles.  This  system  of 
watering  also  keeps  the  soil  surface  and  pot  from 
becoming  messy  looking. 

During  the  entire  training  period,  the  plant 
wears  a  collar  under  its  rosette  of  leaves.  The  simplest 
collar  is  a  paper  plate  with  a  hole  cut  in  the  center  for 
the  pot  to  fit  through.  This  collar  does  several  things  for 
the  developing  plant.  It  supports  the  rosette  so  that  the 
outer  leaves  won’t  droop  and  consequently  open  the 
rosette.  An  open  rosette  is  less  symmetrical  than  a  flat 
one  so  the  plant  won’t  score  as  high  if  it  has  been  grown 
without  a  support  under  its  foliage.  This  collar  is 
removed  just  before  the  plant  is  entered  into  the  show. 
Then  the  outer  leaves  droop  a  little  but  they  don’t  fall 
much  because  they  have  been  trained  to  stay  horizontal. 

The  collar  also  protects  the  leaf  petioles  from 
being  cut  by  the  edges  of  the  pot.  And,  it  lifts  the  whole 
rosette  to  the  light  so  that  maximum  leaf  surface  is 
exposed  and  the  plant  can  grow  as  much  as  is  possible. 

Show  plants  aren’t  allowed  to  flower  until  they 
are  ready  to  be  shown.  Half  the  points  a  competitor  is 
trying  for  are  awarded  for  the  plant.  So,  buds  are 
removed  from  a  plant  in  training  so  that  most  of  its 
energy  is  directed  to  growth.  The  process  is  called 
disbudding  and  it  goes  on  constantly  during  the  months 
before  a  show. 

Ideally,  an  African  violet  is  allowed  to  bloom 
once  when  it  is  quite  young.  This  is  a  check  to  insure 
that  the  blossoms  are  the  right  size  and  color  for  its 
variety.  This  conscientious  frustration  of  the  plant’s 
natural  proclivities  has  another  effect.  When  you  finally 
let  it  burst  into  bloom  just  before  show  time,  it  should 
literally  explode  with  buds. 

African  violet  judges  have  very  strong  feelings 
about  suckers.  They  despise  them.  A  sucker  is  the 
beginning  of  a  second  crown  of  leaves  that  appears  at 
the  base  of  the  plant.  This  natural  growth  allows  these 
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plants  to  spread  by  reproducing  themselves  without 
resorting  to  seeds.  But  in  a  show,  this  natural  growth  is 
considered  sloppy.  It  is  the  essence  of  unsymmetrical 
growth.  A  plant  with  a  sucker  is  disqualified  from 
competition  even  before  the  judging  begins.  So  that  an 
early  flower  bud  which  appears  along  with  two  small 
leaves  won’t  be  considered  a  sucker,  judges  regard 
anything  with  four  or  more  leaves  to  be  aberrant  growth 
that  should  have  been  removed. 

Judges  are  fanatical  about  suckers.  But  even  the 
grower  ought  to  be  concerned  with  them.  Since  a  sucker 
matures  into  a  second  crown  and  turns  a  plant  into  a 
tangled  mass  of  foliage,  it  should  be  removed 
immediately.  Only  trailing  violets  should  have  them. 

Show  plants  have  no  pests,  disease  symptoms, 
or  scars  from  past  on-slaughts.  They  have  never  been 
sick  a  day  in  their  lives.  And  if  they  have,  they  don’t 
show  it.  It  goes  without  saying  that  long  and  careful 
culture  produces  healthy  plants.  Nothing  you  can  do  at 
the  last  minute  will  make  up  for  neglect  during  the 
months  before  a  show.  But  there  are  a  few  last-minute 
efforts  that  can  put  the  icing  on  the  cake.  These  are  little 
grooming  touches  that  can  make  a  big  difference. 

Remove  any  faded  blooms.  While  many  points 
are  rewarded  for  flowers  that  appear  all  over  a  plant, 
only  freshly  opened  ones  count.  Buds  don’t  count  for  or 
against  you,  but  faded  blossoms  cost  an  exhibitor 
points.  If  you  can’t  decide  whether  or  not  a  flower  is 
faded,  remove  it  from  your  plant.  Do  not  leave  any  stub 
on  the  flower  stalk  where  you  cut  off  the  faded  flower. 
Small,  very  sharp  scissors  with  long  handles  are 
invaluable  for  removing  telltale  stubs  left  from 
disbudding  and  removing  leaves  and  suckers. 

Certainly,  no  well-groomed  plant  has  yellowed 
or  marred  leaves.  If  your  culture  has  been  up  to  par,  you 
won’t  have  any.  However,  if  you  have  to  choose 
between  a  poor  leaf  and  perfect  symmetry,  take 
symmetry.  There  are  more  points  to  be  won  there  and  a 
marred  leaf  won’t  cost  you  too  much. 

Dust  and  dirt  should  be  removed  with  a  soft 
brush  from  the  leaves  and  petioles.  A  spray  of  warm 
water  removes  heavy  dust  and  dirt.  This  chore  should  be 
a  regular  part  of  your  efforts,  but  a  last  minute  touch-up 
can’t  hurt. 

The  violet  should  not  have  any  neck.  If  you 
have  planned  carefully,  you  have  left  room  in  the  top  of 
the  pot  so  that  you  can  add  a  little  soil  and  cover  any 
neck  that  may  have  appeared  since  you  last  repotted. 

There  should  be  no  traces  of  fertilizer,  pesticides, 
or  water  on  the  leaves.  Spots  that  are  the  residue  of 
these  liquids  can  often  be  removed  with  a  weak  solution 
of  vinegar  and  water  applied  with  a  soft  brush. 

The  plant  should  not  be  over  or  underpotted.  As 
a  general  rule  (excluding  miniatures),  the  diameter  of 


the  pot  should  be  a  third  of  the  diameter  of  the  plant.  A 
squatty  pot,  one  that  is  wider  than  it  is  tall,  is  preferable. 
A  plant  with  a  9"  spread  should  be  potted  in  a  3"  pot. 

Everything,  and  this  includes  name  tags, 
training  aids,  picks,  etc.,  should  be  removed  from  the 
pot  before  the  plant  is  exhibited. 

You  will  notice  that  more  points  are  given  for 
symmetry  than  any  other  plant  characteristics.  Anything 
that  can  be  done  to  improve  symmetry  earns  you  points. 
There  are  several  things  you  can  do.  First  of  all,  you 
should  select  a  variety  that  is  naturally  symmetrical.  You 
are  looking  for  a  plant  that  has  a  flat  rosette,  grows 
compactly,  and  produces  rows  of  leaves  which  overlap 
so  that  few  or  no  gaps  occur  in  the  pattern. 

You  can  plan  for  the  future  symmetry  of  your 
plant  when  it  is  young  by  removing  all  the  leaves  from 
the  outer  rows  that  do  not  fall  into  a  symmetrical 
pattern.  Slips  of  white  paper  can  be  used  to  help  you 
visualize  the  perfect  form  by  covering  leaves  that  may 
not  fit  into  the  pattern.  Once  you  have  a  good  pattern, 
the  rest  is  up  to  growth  and  good  culture.  There  are 
likely  to  be  some  “baby”  leaves  that  are  smaller,  have 
shorter  petioles  and  lie  under  the  outer  ring  of  leaves. 
Remove  these.  You  should  remove  old  leaves  and 
damaged  leaves  early  in  the  game. 

A  collar  can  be  used  to  train  the  leaves  so  that 
they  fill  the  spaces.  You  only  need  to  move  the  leaf  into 
the  desired  position  and  stick  a  straw  or  toothpick  down 
beside  the  petiole  to  keep  it  from  moving  back  into  it 
original  position.  In  a  few  days  the  leaf  will  hold  its  new 
position.  Occasionally,  drop  the  collar  from  under  the 
leaves  to  allow  the  petioles  time  to  relax.  For  spectacular 
flowers,  you  should  stop  disbudding  at  least  eight  weeks 
before  the  show.  Actually,  you  have  to  know  how  long 
it  takes  a  particular  plant  to  come  into  full  flower  once 
you  stop  disbudding  it.  This  means  that  you  have  gone 
through  the  process  once  or  that  you  have  been  growing 
two  plants  of  the  same  variety  so  that  you  can  use  one 
for  experimenting.  On  the  morning  of  the  show,  the 
blooms  should  be  open,  fresh,  and  evenly  spaced  around 
the  center  of  the  plant.  If  your  culture  has  been  good 
during  the  life  of  the  plant,  your  blooms  should  be  the 
right  size  and  color.  If  your  blooms  are  bigger  than  they 
should  be  or  of  a  brighter  hue,  you  will  be  rewarded. 

If  many  of  the  cultural  ideas  described  in  this 
article  seem  to  be  excessive  to  you,  remember  that 
perfect  African  violets  are  made,  not  born.  Use  what  you 
can  and  improvise  a  little  to  develop  techniques  which 
will  become  second  nature  to  you.  Your  violets  will 
thrive  and  be  blue-ribbon  winners. 
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Jf^icah  viouts 


By  OON  BEISS 
FBEi>ieie,  All 


Any  person  who  displays  African  violets  that 
have  a  profusion  of  colorful  blooms  has  been  the  object 
of  many  questions  about  that  achievement. 

Inevitably,  that  individual  becomes  a  teacher 
because  dealing  with  those  questions  naturally  leads  to 
a  short  course  in  raising  these  beautiful  plants.  At  some 
point  that  teacher  may  well  realize  that  he/she  often 
forgets  to  discuss  one  aspect  or  another  of  the  nurturing 
process. 

Perhaps  at  some  point  that  successful  grower 
has  an  urge  to  share  the  knowledge  more  frequently, 
whether  it  be  with  single  interested  persons  or  with 
groups  in  a  more  formalized  class  situation. 

An  outline  based  upon  the  questions  asked  in 
the  past  should  be  the  first  step  in  the  design  of  an 
instructional  program.  Those  questions  have  probably 
dealt  with  starting  leaves,  splitting  starters  and  growing 
them  to  mature  plants,  dividing,  repotting,  watering, 
fertilizing,  lighting,  temperature,  potting  material  and 
pest  problems.  All  of  these  aspects  of  growing  should  be 
noted  in  the  outline  along  with  sub-categories,  for 
instance  lighting  will  have  two  classes:  a)  natural  b) 
artificial.  The  outline  will  reveal  that  some  portions  of 
the  lesson  can  be  achieved  best  by  demonstrating  with 
plants.  That  information  should  be  included  in  the 
outline. 

Perfecting  the  outline  can  be  accomplished  by 
using  it  in  a  one-to-one  situation.  It  is  a  good  idea  to 
explain  to  the  individual  that  you  are  using  him/her  to 
test  the  outline.  This  approach  not  only  perfects  it,  but 
also  provides  practice  in  teaching  larger  groups.  When  a 
comfort  level  is  achieved  in  using  the  outline  and 
demonstrating  with  plants  and  leaves,  the  next  natural 
step  is  a  group  situation. 

A  small  5-10  person  class  might  well  be  one  to 
ease  into  a  larger  audience.  That  small  group  can  be 
hand-selected  among  acquaintances  who  have  never 
received  a  great  deal  of  individual  instruction. 
Commercial  growers  can  perhaps  put  off  individual 
questions  by  telling  interrogators  about  a  future  date 


and  time  for  a  class.  Larger  audiences  and  more  frequent 
classes  are,  of  course,  at  the  discretion  of  the  would-be 
teacher.  In  our  case,  since  we  sell  African  violets,  the 
classes  are  an  excellent  sales  situation.  Thus  it  behooves 
us  to  conduct  as  many  of  them  as  possible. 

The  first  question  that  may  be  asked  when 
planning  a  larger  group  situation  is:  who  would  be 
interested?  Public  invitation  is  one  possibility  as  is  a 
mailing  to  select  organizations.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  public  offer  for  a  class  is  free,  a  local  newspaper  will 
probably  accept  an  article  explaining  details.  Public 
bulletin  boards  in  retail  establishments  also  may  be  used 
to  spread  the  word.  Where  space  permits,  a  sign-up 
sheet  can  be  pinned  to  the  board.  The  information  must 
include  the  date,  time  and  place.  A  centralized  location 
to  hold  the  class  may  prove  to  be  a  problem.  Our  first 
experience  uncovered  the  manager  of  a  local,  small 
downtown  hotel  who  would  allow  us  to  use  a  meeting 
room  free  of  charge  since  he  felt  that  bringing  people 
into  the  hotel  would  increase  business  in  the  long  run.  If 
this  accommodation  would  not  have  been  located,  we 
might  have  charged  a  small  fee  to  participants  to  cover 
the  cost  of  room  rental. 

Mailing  to  select  organizations  will  probably 
solve  this  problem  because  most  of  the  groups  accepting 
an  offer  have  permanent  meeting  room  locations.  In  our 
case,  mailings  have  been  sent  to  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  Senior  Citizen  Centers,  florists,  garden  clubs, 
women’s  groups,  church  groups  and  civic  clubs.  A 
presentation  to  one  group  often  leads  to  invitations  to 
others.  As  an  example,  a  class  was  conducted  with  50 
ladies  from  a  local  teachers’  sorority.  This  resulted  in  an 
invitation  to  do  a  program  for  that  sorority’s  state 
organization.  In  another  case,  an  abbreviated 
presentation  to  a  local  Shrine  club  family  dinner  led  to  a 
much  larger  ladies'  group. 

Word  of  mouth  advertising  is  very  valuable. 
Those  who  have  never  had  success  in  raising  African 
violets  will  be  so  pleased  with  the  flowering  plants  after 
following  class  instruction  that  they  will  recommend  the 
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program  to  other  organizations. 

As  the  date  of  the  class  approaches,  a  listing  of 
the  materials  to  take  along  is  essential.  Using  the 
outline,  a  “dry  run”  or  mental  run-through  of  the  class 
will  serve  to  highlight  necessary  accompanying 
equipment  and  supplies. 

Our  list  includes  the following: 

Starter  plants 
Felt  pens 
Two  plastic  pails 
Leaf  to  start 
Plastic  needles 
Plastic  covering  for  tables 
Examples  of  types  of  plants 
Samples  of  soil-less  mix 
ingredients 
Sale  Plants 

Items  Used  in  Selling  Plants: 

Plastic  shopping  bags 
(with  shredded  paper) 

Soil-less  mix  (1  gal  bags) 

2  1/2,  3,  3  1/2”  pots 
Calculator 
Reservoirs  with  lids 
Fertilizer  samples 
Pen/pencil 

Remember  to  be  exacting  because  once  arriving 
at  the  classroom  site,  there  is  no  way  to  return  to  base 
for  forgotten  items.  It  helps  to  determine  in  advance  that 
there  are  one  or  more  work  tables  and  water  available. 
These  tables  should  be  of  the  six  to  eight  foot  variety. 
This  can  be  ascertained  in  an  early  discussion  with  the 
contact  person.  Because  of  our  sales  situation,  we 
explain  to  the  contact  person  that  the  class  is  free  but 
we  reserve  the  right  to  sell  plants. 

It  is  a  good  idea  to  give  to  the  chairperson  of  the 
meeting  a  personal  resume  sheet.  We  write  out  an 
introduction  for  them  which  includes  information  about 
belonging  to  the  local,  state  and  national  African  violet 
associations.  It  also  includes  such  details  as  the 
approximate  number  of  plants  we  have,  the  length  of 
time  in  business  and  any  other  background  information 
that  might  serve  to  set  the  stage  for  the  class. 

Our  selection  of  plants  to  show  and  sell  always 
includes  at  least  one  of  each  type  that  we  grow.  We 
include  variegated,  chimera,  mini,  semi-mini,  trailer, 
mini-trailer,  standard,  fantasy,  single,  semi-double  and 
double.  It  should  be  noted  that  in  our  listing  of  plants  to 
bring  to  the  class,  specific  mention  is  made  of 
demonstration  plants  which  include  splitters,  repots,  and 
leaf  starters.  When  unpacking  at  the  class  site,  these  are 
set  aside  on  the  work  table  so  that  they  will  be  readily 
available. 

And  so,  following  the  outline,  the  class  is 
conducted.  We  will  not  go  into  the  specific  class 


discussion  here  since  that  is  really  up  to  the  individual 
teacher. 

Depending  on  the  size  of  the  audience,  some 
individuals  may  be  too  far  away  from  the 
demonstration.  Walking  through  the  audience  is  then 
essential.  The  group  should  be  asked  if  they  can  see  the 
specific  lesson  each  time  a  type  of  action  may  be  in 
doubt.  If  it  is  an  extra-large  group  (more  than  25),  it 
may  be  advisable  to  have  a  number  of  plants  of  each 
type  to  pass  around  the  audience.  For  example,  a  pot 
with  two  or  more  plants  or  ones  with  ah  extra-long 
stem.  This  might  also  hold  true  for  starter  leaves  with 
many  young  plants  sprouting. 

The  class  will  usually  last  1-1  1/2  hours.  It 
may  be  necessary  at  times  to  abbreviate  the  program  in 
order  to  fit  the  agenda  of  an  organization.  They  might, 
for  instance,  have  planned  a  number  of  concurrent 
sessions  to  be  repeated  two  or  more  times.  While  this  is 
not  the  most  thorough  class  to  conduct,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  adapt  it  to  fit  a  convention-type  program. 

At  the  end  of  any  type  of  class,  time  should  be 
allotted  for  additional  questions  although  it  should  be 
emphasized  that  the  audience  be  free  to  interrupt  with 
questions  at  any  point. 

The  sales  situation  at  the  end  of  the 
presentation  often  results  in  a  long  line  of  customers. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  accommodate  them 
rapidly.  Spreading  out  the  sales  plants  on  separate  tables 
will  be  helpful.  If  possible,  an  extra  person  packaging 
the  plants  and/or  supplies  is  extremely  helpful. 

Sale  plants  can  be  placed  in  pre-prepared  plastic 
shopping  bags.  Each  of  these  should  have  been  already 
charged  with  shredded  paper.  The  packager  will  reach 
into  the  bag,  loosen  the  compressed  shredded  paper, 
spread  a  hole  toward  the  bottom  of  the  bag  and  insert 
the  plant  into  the  hole.  If  it  is  cold  outside,  it  is  a  good 
idea  to  close  the  top  of  the  bag  with  a  twistem. 

Our  sale  products  also  consist  of  dry  gallons  of 
potting  material,  fertilizer,  pots  and  reservoirs.  Since  all 
.'of  our  plants  are  wicked  and  grown  on  top  of  a  16  oz 
clear  plastic  reservoir,  one  of  these  along  with  growing 
instructions  and  a  small  sample  of  fertilizer  accompanies 
each  sale. 

We  distribute  calling  cards  to  the  entire 
audience,  whether  or  not  they  make  a  purchase.  We 
explain  our  availability  to  answer  questions,  either  by 
phone  or  letter  about  problems.  This  step  is  essential  as 
it  goes  a  long  way  in  assuring  customer  confidence  and 
will  gain  repeat  business. 

In  hundreds  of  instances,  during  our  classes, 
individuals  have  told  us  that  they  had  tried  to  raise 
African  violets  and  failed.  They  indicated  a  willingness 
to  try  one  more  time  after  our  presentation.  When  they 
are  successful,  it  opens  an  entirely  new  world  of  plant 
enjoyment.  Often  they  have  attended  a  second  basic 
class  and  offered  testimonials  to  success.  When  they 
proudly  invite  us  into  their  homes  to  show  off  gorgeous 
flowering  African  violets,  it  is  the  greatest  reward  for 
teaching  classes. 


Pail  with  soil-less  mix 
Plant(s)  to  split 
Stakes 
Scrub  rags 
Long  stem  plant (s) 
Wicks 
Sharp  knife 
Scissors 
Cocktail  picks 
(for  setting  leaves) 


Change  box 
Thble 

Sales  tax  license 
Instruction  Sheets 
Fertilizer 
Receipts 
Price  list 
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Shows  and  Judges 


Bill  Foster 
3610  Gray  Drive 
Mesquite,  Tx  75150 


Those  of  you  who  did  not  attend  the  AVSA 
Convention  in  Saint  Louis  really  missed  a  treat.  The 
chairpersons  and  all  their  committees,  workers,  etc.,  are 
to  be  commended  for  a  great  convention  and  show. 
Thanks  to  all  the  judges,  clerks,  and  to  my  team  of 
consultants  for  their  diligent  efforts  in  getting  their  jobs 
done  in  record  time! 

There  were  fewer  questions  at  the  Judges  breakfast 
this  year.  I’d  like  to  think  the  reason  is  that  we  are 
doing  a  better  job.  Here’s  a  sampling  of  the  discussions. 

Should  the  new  ratio  rule  for  judging  small 
standards  also  apply  to  minis  and  semis? 

The  ratio  may  be  used  if  the  judges  feel  it  is  needed. 

It  is  a  decision  of  the  judges  as  to  whether  the  ratio 
is  needed. 

Is  it  permissible  for  a  club  member  to  enter  more 
than  one  design  in  a  particular  class? 

The  HANDBOOK  does  not  have  a  statement  that 
limits  a  member  to  only  one  entry  per  class  in 
Design.  If  a  club  desires  to  limit  a  member  to  one 
entry  per  class  it  should  be  stated  in  the  schedule. 

The  HANDBOOK  states  on  page  68  that  cacti  can 
be  used  in  design... on  page  69  it  states  that  you 
can’t.  Which  is  correct? 

Both  statements  are  correct.  The  statement  on  page 
68  is  referring  to  the  use  of  cacti  in  a  flower  or  plant 
arrangement,  which  is  permissible.  The  statement 
on  page  69  is  referring  to  the  use  of  cacti  in 
container  gardens.  Cacti  is  not  permitted  in 
container  gardens  because  it  is  not  compatible  with 
African  violets  and  would  not  grow  in  the  same 
environment. 

Explain  item  4  (Quality  of  Exhibits)  under  section 
C  of  the  the  SSA  sheet. 

This  was  added  for  the  sole  purpose  of  deducting  up 
to  5  points  for  shows  that  have  been  judged 
leniently  because  the  overall  show  quality  was  not 


up  to  par.  The  HANDBOOK  instructs  judges  to  begin 
their  judging  tasks  by  walking  through  the  entire 
show  to  determine  the  quality  of  the  exhibits.  If  we 
deem  the  entire  show  quality  is  not  too  good  we 
judge  on  a  curve.  By  judging  on  a  curve  a  show  of 
poor  quality  could  score  almost  as  high  as  an 
almost  perfect  show.  By  having  this  section  we  can 
judge  on  a  curve  and  yet  be  able  to  avoid  awarding 
an  SSA  or  SSAA  award  to  a  substandard  show. 
May  a  student  judge  serve  as  show  chairman  or 
judges  chairman  in  an  AVSA  show? 

Yes,  there  is  no  rule  that  states  that  the  show  or  judges 
chairman  in  a  local  show  must  be  a  judge  at  any  level. 
Why  are  there  so  many  changes  to  the  JUDGES 
HANDBOOK?  Who  makes  the  changes?  Many  are 
discouraged  by  the  number  of  changes.  Could  the 
judges  decide  whether  changes  are  desired? 
Changes  to  the  HANDBOOK  are  made  only  after 
many  clubs,  councils,  and  even  judges  request 
changes.  Even  then,  changes  are  not  always  made.  If 
the  changes  are  relatively  minor,  the  Shows  &  Judges 
Committee  makes  the  changes.  If  changes  are  major 
the  changes  are  taken  to  the  full  AVSA  Board  in  the 
form  of  motions  and  voted  on.  If  all  the  judges  were 
polled  it  would  be  very  costly  and  time  consuming. 
Besides,  since  changes  are  made  only  after  many 
requests  have  been  received  it  would  seem  that  many 
judges  have  had  participation  in  changes. 

If  a  special  award  is  offered  for  “Best  Geneva” 
would  it  have  to  come  from  Best-in-Class  or  AVSA 
Collections? 

Sometimes  a  class  may  be  listed  as  “All  edged 
plants”.  In  the  event  that  something  other  than  a 
white  edged  plant  was  selected  as  Best-in-Class, 
whatever  plant  that  was  judged  as  the  best  geneva 
would  get  the  award.  This  plant  could  also  come  from 
any  of  the  collection  classes.  The  plant  could  come 
from  the  mini  and  semiminiature  classes.  It  would  not 
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be  given  to  the  plant  with  the  widest  white  edge. 
Geneva  means  a  blossom  with  a  white  edge.  If  the 
blossom  has  a  wide  white  band  it  would  most  likely  be 
described  as  a  multicolor. 

A  motion  was  made  to  the  AVSA  Board  to  allow 
exhibits  in  the  horticulture  section  of  AVSA 
CONVENTION  SHOWS  to  be  slip  potted  into  white, 
green,  or  neutral  colored  pots.  This  motion  passed. 
Please  note:  This  is  for  AVSA  convention  shows. 
Affiliates  may  state  whatever  they  choose  in  their 
schedules.  Section  3  of  the  SSA  sheet  will  be  changed  to: 

a.  Focal  point-beauty,  harmonious  color, 

balance............... . .......6  points 

b.  Legible  signs,  neatness... 6  points 

A  motion  was  made  to  remove  the  duties  of 
approving  Affiliate  show  schedules  from  the  Affiliate 
Chairman  and  placing  the  duties  with  a  member  of  the 
Shows  and  Judges  Committee.  The  motion  passed.  For 
the  time  being,  you  will  send  your  schedules  to  Bob 
Green,  Schedule  Approver,  997  Botany  Lane,  Rockledge, 
FL  32955.  Bob  will  continue  as  Affiliate  Chairman  and 
for  now  will  continue  to  approve  schedules  as  a  member 
of  the  Shows  and  Judges  Committee. 

Here  are  some  changes  for  the  HANDBOOK. 

Page  12.  Delete  the  last  sentence  of  the  third  paragraph 
at  the  top  of  the  page  (Specific  information,  etc.) 

This  should  have  already  been  deleted. 

Page  35.  Change  the  words  “AVSA  Affiliate  Chairman” 
to  “Schedule  Approver”  in  the  last  two  sentences 
under  RULES  FOR  AN  AVSA  STANDARD  SHOW. 
Page  35.  Change  the  words  “AVSA  Affiliate  Chairman 
on  1.  and  2.  under  PROCEDURES  FOR  AN  AVSA 
STANDARD  SHOW  to  “Schedule  Approver”. 

Page  35.  Change  the  words  “Show  Thlk”  to  “And  the 
Winners  Are”  on  the  next  to  last  sentence  on  the 
page. 

Page  36.  Change  the  words  “AVSA  Affiliate  Chairman” 
on  item  10  to  “Schedule  Approver”  in  the  two  places 
it  shows.  Note:  Item  10  was  changed  from  item  1 1 
in  this  column. 

Page  36.  Change  the  words  “AVSA  Affiliate  Chairman” 
to  “Schedule  Approver”  on  item  11.  Note:  Item  1 1 
was  changed  from  item  12  in  this  column. 


Page  36.  Delete  number  3  at  the  top  of  the  page  and 
change  4  to  3,  5  to  4,  6  to  5,  7  to  6,  8  to  7,  9  to  8, 
10  to  9,  11  to  10,  and  12  to  1 1.  Number  3  should 
have  been  deleted  in  the  last  update. 

Page  37.  Change  the  words  “Affiliate  Chairman”  to 
“Schedule  Approver”  in  the  second  and  third 
paragraph  under  Show  Chairman. 

Page  43.  Change  number  5  under  AVSA  RULES  TO  BE 
INCLUDED  IN  SCHEDULES  to  read:  Plants  in 
horticulture  divisions  may  be  slip  potted  into  clean 
non-decorative  pots  in  colors  such  as  white,  green 
or  any  neutral  tones.  (Note:  this  rule  applies  to 
AVSA  convention  shows..... Affiliates  may  choose 
one  or  more  colors  but  the  choice  should  be  clearly 
stated  in  the  schedule.) 

Page  45.  SECTION  X-add  after  “or  man  made  material” 
other  than  artificial  plant  material. 

Page  59.  Effective  1/1/96  the  following  scale  of  points 
will  be  adopted  for  judging 
African  Violet  Species: 


Cultural  Perfection . 50  points 

Grooming . . . . . 30  points 


Quantity  of  bloom  (according  to  species)... 20  points 

More  information  will  be  published  on  this  subject 
later.  This  is  mentioned  now  so  those  writing  their 
1996  schedules  early  will  have  the  correct  scale  of 
points  if  they  wish  to  publish  it  in  their  schedule. 

Page  65.  Change  the  second  sentence  under  Interpretive 
Flower  and  Interpretive  Plant  Arrangements  to  read: 
Dried,  treated,  and  colored  plant  material  plus  man 
made  materials,  other  than  artificial  plant  material, 
and  accessories,  backdrops,  and  draping  is 
permitted  unless  restricted  by  the  schedule. 

Page  66.  Change  rule  3  to  read:  Dried,  treated,  and 
colored  plant  material  plus  man  made  materials, 
other  than  artificial  plant  material,  and  accessories 
are  permitted  unless  restricted  by  the  schedule. 

Page  74.  Change  second  sentence  under  5  to  read:  For 
further  assistance  write  to  the  Shows  and  Judges 
Chairman  whose  name  and  address  are  given  in  the 
African  Violet  Magazine. 

Page  86.  Under  General  Rules  for  Judges  change  the 
next  to  last  sentence  on  5  to  read:  At  least  two  of 
the  blue  ribbons  must  have  been  won  for  specimen 
African  violet  plants,  other  than  in  unusual  or  novel 
container  classes,  in  the  horticulture  divisions. 
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Marching  Band 

1995  AVSA  National  Show 

Hybridizer:  Stork 
Exhibited  By:  Kent  Stork 
Photo  Credit:  Donna  Moses 
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A(/$A  Judges,  Affitiates 
&  Commercial  Members  -  1 995 

AVSA  Judges,  ^Senior  Judges,  '“Master  Judges, 
^Student  Judges,  ^Teacliers  and  ““^Master  Emeritus 


INTERNATIONAL 

AUSTRALIA 

=  Martin,  Mrs.  ].,  105  Guildford  Rd,  Guildford,  New  South  Wales 
2161 

CANADA 

Beaver,  Ina,  2  Shamrock  Dr.,  Dartmouth,  NS  B3A  2Y7 
^  Bell,  Mrs.  Jean,  Codys  RR  4,  Queens  County,  NB  EOE  lEO 
^  Belliveau,  Mrs.  Eva,  10  Vista  Dr.,  Moncton  NB  ElA  4L5 
Biljan,  Angele,  5  Oakridge  Blvd.,  Nepean,  Ontario,  K2G  2T6 
®  Brown,  Anne  M.,  2831  Doug  Smith  Dr.,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
B3L  3T6 

^  Brownlie,  Doris  M.,  600  Silvercreek  Blvd  #80,  Mississauga, 
Ontario,  L5A  2B4 

®  Charbonneau,  Nicole,  1061  47  Ave.,  Montreal,  Quebec  HIA  2Z1 
=  Clarke,  W.  E.,  35  Solva  Dr.,  Nepean,  Ontario  K2H  5R7 
Corbett,  Sharon  ].,  8206  162  St.,  Edmonton,  Alberta  T5R  2L7 
Croteau,  Denis,  3055  Ter  Abenaquis,  Longueil  Que  J4M  2B6 
Cruz,  Mr.  Vasco,  211  Greer  Rd.,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5M  3N5 
Dawson,  Mrs.  George  (Marie)  M.T.,  36  High  Street,  Hamilton, 
Ont,  L8T  3Z3 

Decelles,  Therese,  298  De  Jumonville,  Boucherville,  J4B  1]9 
Decelles,  Yvon,  298  De  Jumonville,  Boucherville,  Quebec  )4B  1J9 
®  Den  Oudsten,  Maida,  4424  35  Ave.  SW,  Calgary,  Alberta  T3E 
1B3 

Douglas,  F.M.,  232  Southampton  Dr.  SW,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2W 
0V7 

Durand,  Greta,  #317-21  Lakeshore  Road,  Pointe  Claire,  Quebec 
H9S  5N3 

=  Ellwood,  Mrs.  J.D.,  10  Doris  Ave.,  Gloucester,  Ont  KIT  3W8 
Elston,  Eleanor,  4  Superior  Ave.  #18,  Toronto,  Ontario  M8V  2M4 
=  Filman,  Mrs.  B.  Eileen,  663  Maple  Ave.,  Burlington,  Ontario  L7S 
1M7 

Goretsky,  Winston  ].,  3308  Barr  Road  NW,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2L 
1M8 

®  Gratto,  Mrs.  M.R.,  4206  33  St.,  Red  Deer,  Alberta  T4N  0N2 
Hargesheimer,  Dr.  Erika  E.,  81  Woodpath  Terrace  SW,  Calgary, 
Alberta  T2W  5Z6 

™Harriman,  Mr.  R.F.,  4842  Montclair  Ave.,  Montreal,  Quebec  H4V 
2K6 

Heazle,  Ralph,  70  16th  St.,  Roxboro,  Quebec  H8Y  1P2 
Henry,  Mrs.  Irene,  349  Hyman  Dr.,  Dollard  Des  Ormeaux, 
Quebec  H9B  1L5 

Herbatuk,  Mrs.  Ann,  2400  Auvergne,  Duvernay  Laval,  Quebec 
H7E  1Z4 

^  Hughes,  Mrs.  Frank,  14  Mac/ Arthur  Ave.,  Moncton,  NB  EIC  3L8 
Jarratt,  Mrs.  Margaret  V.,  120  Oak  Church  Place  SW,  Calgary, 
Alberta  T2V  4B5 

=  Kong,  Florence,  68  Berwick  Cr.  NW,  Calgary,  Alberta  T3K  1P8 
®  LeBlanc,  Monique,  2  Willowbrook,  Beacons  Field,  Quebec  H9W 
3P6 

Lewis,  Mrs.  Hilda,  202  Spring  Park  Rd.,  Charlottetown,  PEI  CIA 
3Y9 

™Lex,  Sandra,  70  Enfield  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ontario  M8W  1T9 
=  Maguire,  Diane,  1580  Shale  Oak  Mews,  Mississauga,  Ontario 
L4W  2L7 

McCabe,  Mr.  Robert,  769  Holt  Cres,  Ottawa,  Ontario  KIG  2Y5 


McDonald,  Joanna,  4329  Riverbend  Rd.,  Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H,  5R9 

®  Melnechuk,  Jean,  332  Point  McKay  CDWS  NW,  Calgary,  Alberta 
T38  4V8 

Mitchell,  Mrs.  L.,  12911-82  St.,  Edmonton,  Alberta  T5E  2T3 

^  Moffett,  Mrs.  Anne,  36  Moffett  Ave.,  Sussex  NB  EOE  IPl 

Nagy,  Betty,  424  Douglasbank  Court  SE,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2Z 
1X1 

O’Neill,  Margaret  S.,  #83  Vault  Road  RR  2,  Kingston,  Nova  Scotia 
BOP  IRO 

Owens,  Hugh,  25  Medford  St.,  Dartmouth  NS  B2Y  3C2 

Owens,  Mrs.  Dorothy,  25  Medford  St.,  Dartmouth  NS  B2Y  3C2 

=  Petrie,  Peggy,  40  Mohawk  Rd.  E  #321,  Hamilton,  Ontario  L9A 
2G7 

=  Pigeon,  Jean-Marc,  1260  Rue  Pierre  Floquet,  St.  Luc,  Quebec  J2W 
1X3 

=  Pigeon,  Monique,  1260  Rue  Pierre  Floquet,  St.  Luc,  Quebec  J2W 
1X3 

=  Rousseau,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.,  #30  10401  19  St.  SW,  Calgary, 
Alberta  T2W  3E7 

Salamanowicz,  Cynthia,  428  Cantrell  Dr.  SW,  Calgary,  Alberta 
T2W  2K7 

Salamanowicz,  Mr.  Walter,  324  Cantrell  Dr.  SW,  Calgary,  Alberta 
T2W  2C6 

Salamanowicz,  K.  Evelyn,  324  Cantrell  Dr.  SW,  Calgary,  Alberta 
T2W  2C6 

=  Savaria,  J.  Andre,  240  Thomas-Pepin,  Boucherville,  Quebec  J4B 
IPl 

Smith,  Mrs.  Connie,  Site  20,  Comp  14  RRl,  Galiano  Island,  B  C 
VON  IPO 

"Tapping,  Elizabeth  A.,  1512-511  The  West  Mall,  Etobicoke, 
Ontario  M9C  1 G5 

Towler,  Mrs.  Helen,  619  36th  St.  SW,  Calgary,  Alberta  T3C  IRl 

Urano,  Mrs.  Gwen  A.,  3620  -  58  Ave.  S.W.,  Calgary,  Alb  T3E 
5H6 

®  Wedel,  Lucy,  881  Pape  Ave.,  East  York,  Ontario  M4K  3T9 

=  Westbrook,  Bill,  848  Acadian  Gdns,  Orleans,  Ontario  KIC  2V6 

Williams,  Mrs.  Beverley,  3052  Grenville  Dr.,  Mississauga, 
Ontario  L5A  2P7 

Wiseman,  Lois,  45  Shea  St.,  Sackville,  Nova  Scotia  B4C  2B2 

Wolfe,  Mrs.  Inez,  3536  Autumn  Leaf  Cir.,  Mississauga,  Ontario 
L5L  1K5 

^  Wonnacott,  S.L.,  16  Abbotsford  Place  NE,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2A 
6V2 

Yaremko,  Mrs.  Daphne,  1-211  Pine  Valley  Dr.,  London,  Ontario 
N6J  4W5 

ENGLAND 

Patience,  Miss  Gwen  Goodship,  33  Common  Rd.,  Langley  Slouth, 
Berks  SL3  8J2 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

"Halford,  Mrs.  C.C.,  P.O.  Box  OG 1-041,  Pyramid  Transvaal  0120 

UNITED  STATES 
ALASKA 

=  Gordon,  Patricia,  P.O.  Box  878809,  Wasilla  99687 
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ALABAMA 

Benton,  Myra,  Rt.  6,  Box  270,  Andalusia  36420 
™Breckenridge,  Mrs.  J.M.,  1042  S.  19th  Ave.,  Birmingham  35205 
Buie,  Mrs.  Ruth,  Rt.  4,  Box  115,  Kinsey  Rd.,  Dothan  36303 
Buie,  Mrs.  Sherry,  1210  Scenic  View  Drive,  Dothan  36303 
Crane,  Mrs.  J.L.,  2008  Bullard,  St.,  Montgomery  36106 
“  Eichelberger,  Ruby  T.,  1409  S.  10th  St.,  Birmingham  35205 
Ferguson,  Donalda,  5831  Oakwild  Dr.,  Montgomery  36117 
™Fuller,  Elizabeth,  3412  S.  Perry  St.,  Montgomery  36105 
Hayes,  Elizabeth  K.,  3812  Buckingham  PL,  Birmingham  35243 
Jackson,  Michael,  1220  14th  St.  North,  Bessemer  35020 
™Lockhart,  Mrs.  Roy,  P.O.  Box  20051,  Birmingham  35216 
Minker,  Mrs.  Alice,  75  Odena  Rd.  N,  Sylacauga  35150 
Mosley,  Mary  H.,  710  Duval  Dr.,  Montgomery  36109 
Nichols,  Kay,  75  Odena  Rd.  N,  Sylacauga  35150 
Nichols,  Dr.  Ed,  75  Odena  Rd.  N,  Sylacauga  35150 
™Phythyon,  Peg,  852  Haggerty  Rd.,  Wetumpka  36092 
Price,  Mary  F.,  748  Dubuque  Dr.,  Montgomery  36109 
Sisler,  Mrs.  Orland  0.,  2833  Ashley  Ave.,  Montgomery  36109 
Strickland,  Ben,  8  Wynnwood  Road,  Midland  City  36350 
Strickland,  Dorothy,  Rt.  2,  8  Wynnwood  Rd.,  Midland  City 
36350 

Strickland,  Ben,  8  Wynnwood  Road,  Midland  City  36350 
Strock,  Mrs.  Barbara,  1681  Alabama  Hwy.  143,  Elmore  36025 
Thomley,  Christie  D.,  2602  Evans  Dr.,  Dothan  36303 
Till,  Doris,  2927  Canterbury  Ct.,  Montgomery  361 1 1 

ARKANSAS 

®  Robertson  Dye,  Glenda,  271  Caddo  Trail,  Jacksonville  72076 
®  Toalson,  Betty,  3  Ponca,  Sherwood  72120 
Walsh,  Mrs.  Margaret  (Peggy),  9  Yocum  Rd.,  Rogers  72756 

ARIZONA 

^  Dublinski,  Mrs.  Susan,  3620  W.  Calle  Cinco,  Green  Valley  85614 
=  Fuller,  Mrs.  Barbara,  409  S.  Kenyon,  Tucson  85710 
Greer,  John,  7462  E.  Desert  Aire,  Tucson  85730 
Greer,  Dorothy,  7462  E.  Desert  Aire,  Tucson  85730 
®  Lere,  C.L.,  2243  N.  Timberline,  Flagstaff  86004 
Loomis,  Ruth,  603  N.  San  Francisco,  Flagstaff  86001 

CALIFORNIA 

Allustiarti,  Mrs.  Evelyn,  1812  El  Verano  Way,  Belmont  94002 
Alvarez,  Susan  E.,  740  East  Virginia  Terrace,  Santa  Paula  93060 
Alvarez,  Charles,  740  East  Virginia  Terrace,  Santa  Paula  93060 
™Beck,  Gary  R.,  1155  Pine  #4,  San  Francisco  94109 
=  Beeman,  Marie,  189  Bailache  Ave.,  Healdsburg  95448 
^  Borck,  Byron,  1425  Ditty  Ave.,  Santa  Rosa  95403 
™Breden,  Ralph,  127  Via  Los  Altos,  Redondo  Beach  90277 
Chase,  Mrs.  Celine  K.,  482  Rutherford  Ave.,  Redwood  City  94061 
Cohen,  Mrs.  Pat,  3741  Claremont,  Irvine  92714 
Cornibe,  Mrs.  Cathy,  197  Archer  Dr.,  Santa  Cruz  95060 
=  Cox,  Leslie,  208  Maynard  Ave.,  Newbury  Park  91320 
Crouchet,  George,  2240  Pine  Ave.,  Long  Beach  90806 
=  Eisenhut,  Jacquie,  22800  Eriel  Ave.,  Torrance  90505 
™  Elkin,  Mrs.  Barbara  Jane,  2855  Gayle  Lane,  Auburn  95602 
Fallaw,  June,  P.O.  Box  8157,  Pittsburg  94565 
Fox,  Ms.  Janet  M.,  4256  Terrace  St.,  Oakland  9461 1 
®  Gaudin,  Stephen,  2827  Dashwood,  Lakewood  90712 
Gawienowski,  Mrs.  J.  (Dorothy),  1140  Northumberland  Dr., 
Sunnyvale  94087 

Gealy,  Carroll  B.,  1924  Elmsbury  Rd.,  Westlake  Village  91361 
Geek,  Honey,  8381  Daren  Cir.,  Huntington  Bch.  92646 
Grafelmann,  Mr.  Fred,  1447  32nd  Ave.,  San  Francisco  94122 
Gregory,  Mary,  51 16  W.  137  PL,  Hawthorne  90250 
Hoefer,  Mr.  Edward  E.,  607  E.  Virginia  Rd.,  Fullerton  92631 
Hoover,  Darryl,  1812  W.  Southgate,  Fullerton  92633 
Inpijn,  Hans,  5412  Via  Carrizo,  Laguna  Hills  92653 
™Jantzen,  Anne,  2725  Katrina  Way,  Mountain  View  94040 
Keating,  Iris  L.,  149  Loretto  Ct.,  Claremont  91711 
Kenny,  Jacklyn,  P.O.  Box  428,  Crockett  94525 
King,  Leonard  C.,  3327  28th  St.,  San  Diego  92104 


™King,  Mrs.  Frances  C.,  3327  28th  St.,  San  Diego  92104 
Kosowsky,  Mrs.  Dorothy,  712  Cunningham  Dr.,  Whittier  90601 
Lawson,  Floyd  L.,  1 100  W.  Huntington  Dr.,  #21,  Arcadia  91007 
Linkswiler,  Rita,  12512  Prarie  Rose  Way,  Bakersfield  93312 
Lombard,  Lynn,  1407  Calle  Espana,  San  Dimas  91773 
Martens,  Dale,  9826  Corella,  Whittier  90603 
Martin,  Mrs.  Olive  L.,  2444  W.  Sonoma  Ave.,  Stockton  95204 
McCanne,  Margaret  G.,  1420  Oxford  Ave.,  Claremont  91711 
™  McCoy,  Mrs.  Ruth  Jo,  605  Pringle  Ave.  SP  #44,  Galt  95632 
Mendes,  Leona  M.,  3521  Montclair  Rd.,  Cameron  Park  95682 
Naylor,  Florence,  P.O.  Box  1411,  Ventura  93002 
O’Neal,  Beulah,  11590  Phantom  Lane,  San  Diego  92126 
Parker,  Mrs.  Kenneth  A.,  214  W.  Mayfair  Ave.,  Stockton  95207 
Re,  Leonard,  9144  Helm  Ave.,  Fountain  Valley  92708 
Roberson,  Mrs.  Betty  S.,  3612  Laredo  St.,  Carlsbad  92008 
™Rosenfeld,  Mrs.  Lawrence,  2030  Junction  Ave.,  El  Cerrito  94530 
Scelsi,  Carole,  521  Orange  Avenue  #139,  Chula  Vista  91911 
Schindler,  Dorothee  M.,  648  Marsolan  Ave.,  Solana  Beach  92075 
^  Shaver,  Marcia  L.,  1187  Buckingham  Dr.,  Thousand  Oaks  91360 
Shipley,  Mrs.  Jean,  3238  Preble,  Ventura  93003 
Stewart,  Anne  H.,  442  F  St.  C-4,  Chula  Vista  91910 
Thomas,  Mrs.  W.  (Irene),  1199  Lyons  Ave.,  Redwood  City 
94061 

Thornburg,  Don,  108  Forest  Glade  Cir.,  Apt.  5,  Grass  Valley, 
95945 

Walther,  Thelma,  501  W.  30th  Ave.,  San  Mateo  94403 
Wang,  Mrs.  Ann,  120  S.  4th  St.,  Santa  Paula  93060 
Weaver,  Doris  R.,  3940  N.  Alvarado,  Stockton  95204 
Willoughby,  Kathy,  5734  Laurelwood  Place,  Concord  94521 
Wood,  Enid,  45  Hallmark  Cir.,  Menlo  Park  94025 

COLORADO 

Balliu,  Catherine,  10927  W.  103rd  Cir.,  Westminster  80021 
Balonis,  Marcia,  P.O.  Box  38493,  Colorado  Springs  80937 
Hann,  Mrs.  Richard  C.,  3338  S.  Glencoe  St.,  Denver  80222 
“  Kiesling,  Mrs.  Paul  Wm.,  475  Madison,  Denver  80206 
Levine,  Nelly,  8797  Iris  St.,  Arvada  80005 
Miller,  Mrs.  Jean  Marie,  6661  Upham  Dr.,  Arvada  80003 
Mitchell,  Shirley,  2200  Stanford  Rd.,  Ft.  Collins  80525 
^  Olander,  Mrs.  Martha,  3333  E.  Florida  Ave.  #21,  Denver  80210 
Otto,  Norah  E.,  33  Frontier  Ln.  Magnolia  Star  Rt.,  Nederland 
80466 

Promersberger,  Mrs.  Beverly,  17415  Charter  Pines  Dr., 
Monument  80132 

™Ratte,  Mrs.  James  C.  (Frances),  Box  382,  Black  Hawk  80422 
“  Schaetzel,  Mrs.  Margaret  T.,  2451  S.  Jasmine  Place,  Denver 
80222 

Stancliff,  Albert  1.,  16281  Parkside  Dr.,  Parker  80134 
Tracy,  Parker  E.,  620  S.  41st  St.,  Boulder  80303 
“  Tyson,  Miss  Nell-Sue,  2030  E.  Amherst  Ave.,  Denver  80210 

CONNECTICUT 

Bower,  Richard  C.,  239  Fort  Path  Rd.,  Madison  06443 
^  Butler,  Ms.  Ann  W.,  8  Buell  St.,  North  Haven  06473 
Fargeot,  Mrs.  Julius,  235  Alps  Rd.,  Branford  06405 
TM Hayes,  Nancy  G.,  9  Cobblestone  Rd.,  Bloomfield  06002 
Hiltz,  Vivian  C.,  237  E.  Robbins  Ave.,  Newington  06111 
Kilpatrick,  Mrs.  Wayne  P.,  139  Kenyon  Rd.,  Hampton  06247 
Lay,  Doreen  G.,  97  Winthrop  Rd.,  Windsor  06095 
Rourke,  Edna,  99  Old  Stratford  Rd.,  Shelton  06484 
=  Taub,  Sylvia  B.,  141  Eastview  Dr.,  Windsor  06095 
Wallach,  Mrs.  Lynn,  55  Red  Coat  Rd.,  Westport  06880 
Wheeler,  Roger  W.,  P.O.  Box  263,  Shelton  06484 
®  Wicke,  Laurie,  132  Talcott  Road,  Guilford  06437 

DELAWARE 

Abramson,  Mrs.  D.G.,  4003  Greenmount  Rd.  Longwood, 
Wilmington  19810 

Behnke,  Mrs.  Wallace  P.,  1735  Old  Baltimore  Pike,  Newark 
19702 

™ Callaghan,  Mrs.  John  J.,  2806  Rickdale  Rd.,  Wilmington  19810 
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Cattlett,  Mrs.  Carol,  2642  Majestic  Dr.,  WOmington  19810 
Celano,  Theresa,  1703  Bancroft  Pkwy.,  Wilmington  19806 
Celano,  Mrs.  Angeline,  4927  Lancaster  Pike,  Sedgely  Farms, 
Wilmington  19807 

=  Ketchum,  SaUy  L.,  12  W.  Dale  Road,  Northfield,  Wilmington 
19810 

McMann,  Mrs.  Leland  ].,  2421  Lori  Ln.  S.  Tarleton,  Wilmington 
19810 

Pirone,  Andrea,  603  Chesire  Cr.,  Wilmington  19808 
Pyle  Jr.,  Mrs.  Robert  E.,  2015  Foulk  Rd.,  Wilmington  19810 

FLORIDA 

®  Barnes,  Dee,  6006  Christina  Dr.  E.,  Lakeland  33803 
=  Berger,  Ms.  Shirley,  4343- 196E  Schumacher  Road,  Sebring 
33872 

Boyer,  James  R.,  8652  Savory  Dr.,  Orlando  32825 
Brown,  Claudette,  3306  Ida  Lane,  Lakeland  33803 
Carter,  Mrs.  Catherine  A.,  13774  Night  Hawk  Ct.,  Jacksonville 
32224 

Cassell,  Betty,  128  Merle  Cir.,  Ft.  Walton  Beach  32547 
Cherry  Jr.,  Mrs.  Neil  (Maxine)  G.,  219  Brookview  Dr.  N, 
Jacksonville  32225 

Cohen,  Lottie  M.,  1407  Berwyn  Rd.,  Orlando  32806 
=  Connatser,  W.T.,  210  E.  Mission  Hills  Avenue,  Temple  Terrace 
33617 

Courson,  Barbara  J.,  527  Willow  Run  Knoll,  Lakeland  33813 
=  Dorr,  Charles  E.,  8742  Irongate  Drive,  Jacksonville  32244 
Droege,  Alyce  D.,  155  Spartan  Dr.,  Maitland  32751 
“  Egenites,  Leila  M.,  1409  Nottingham  Drive,  Naples  33942 
“  Eichenberger,  Mrs.  William,  1544  Lime  St.,  Clearwater  34616 
Feith,  Jo  Ann  R.,  1774  Arabian  Ln.,  Palm  Harbor  34685 
Goebel,  Barbara,  6656  Leepard  Rd.,  Milton  32583 
Goldstein,  Mrs.  Jack  (Marilyn),  1001  Diplomat  Pkwy.,  Hollywood 
33019 

®  Gramstorff,  Ann  D.,  8134  Laurel  Green  Dr.,  Spring  Hill  34606 
™ Green,  Bob,  997  Botany  Ln.,  Rockledge  32955 
Hann,  Mrs.  Dorothy,  2452  Alhambra  St.,  Clearwater  34621 
Harden,  Mary  Lou,  P.O.  Box  2014,  Mango  33550 
Harden,  Philip,  910  W.  Hilsboro,  SefFner  33584 
Hayes,  Judson  H.,  2824  Oak  Cove  Ln.,  Jacksonville  32211 
Hayes,  Mrs.  Judson  H.,  2824  Oak  Cove  Ln.,  Jacksonville  32211 
Howell,  Chris,  637  Carey  PL,  Lakeland  33803 
Howland,  Mrs.  Sharon,  5542  Bradley  Street,  Pensacola  32526 
^  Hukle,  Cheryl,  5520  Wilkins  Rd.,  Tampa  33610 
®  Johannsen,  Bobbi,  14029  Fortunado  Road,  Jacksonville  32225 
Johnson,  Mary  L.,  803  Lake  Palm  Dr.,  Largo  34641 
™Johnson,  Mrs.  H.  Steven,  4177  Versailles  Drive,  Orlando  32808 
®  King,  Phyllis,  11752  1 1 1th  Terrace  N,  Largo  34648 
Martinez,  Jo  Anne,  809  Taray  De  Avila,  Tampa  33613 
McElwain,  Mrs.  Lauretta,  5062  Kellchris  Lane,  St.  Cloud  34771 
McVicker,  Pearl  Elizabeth  (Betty),  101  Lake  Thomas  Dr., 
Winterhaven  33880 

=  Menish,  J.D.,  121  Brentshire  Dr.,  Brandon  3351 1 
^  Merritt,  Mrs.  Fayette  (Louise),  4200  Croydon  Rd.,  Pensacola 
32514 

Moak,  Frederick  E.,  1007  Meadowcrest  Dr.,  Valrico  33594 
Partain,  Judy,  No.  9  Hummingbird  Ln.,  Winter  Haven  33884 
“^Richardson,  Mrs.  J.A.W.,  32910  Lakeshore  Dr.,  Tavares  32778 
®  Rittscher,  June  D.,  4609  Golden  Spike  Ct.,  Jacksonville  32223 
“Robinson,  Mrs.  M.W.,  3470  NW  21st  Ave.,  Ft.  Lauderdale 
33309 

Robinson,  Barbara  A.,  761  Brookside  Rd.,  Maitland  32751 
Ross,  Jean  Marie,  4019  Golf  Village  Loop  #1,  Lakeland  33809 
Schreck,  Mrs.  E.E.,  2055  S.  Floral  Ave.  #328,  Bartow  33830 
Schwindt,  Patti,  1625  S.  Delaney  Ave.,  Orlando  32806 
Scott,  Mrs.  H.B.,  1917  S.E.  32nd  Street,  Cape  Coral  33904 
Sims,  Charline,  7950  Lancelot  Rd.,  Pensacola  32514 
Spangler,  Walter  E.,  6285  31st  Ave.  N,  St.  Petersburg  33710 
Spangler,  Glenda  D.,  6285  31st  Ave.  N,  St.  Petersburg  33710 
Sprayberry,  Lois  R.,  840  Linton  Ave.,  Orlando  32809 


“  Suder,  Mrs.  Alvina  H.,  1150  8th  Ave.  SW  #2920,  Largo  34640 
Sullivan,  Mary  Etta,  2358  Cincinnati  Ave.,  Panama  City  32405 
Turner,  Mr.  Milton,  39038  Pretty  Pond  Rd.,  Zephyrhills  33540 
®  Wall,  Lucy  H.,  1 1453  Americana  Ln.,  Jacksonville  32218 
Whittaker,  Dode,  2085  Leeward  Lane,  Merritt  Island  32953 
®  Wilkerson,  Angela  M.,  3005  Cordelia  St.,  Tampa  33607 
=  Wilson,  Lynne,  1  Barbados  Avenue  3B,  Tampa  33606 

GEORGIA 

®  Carson,  Sarah,  14400  Georgia  Hwy.  106,  Carnesville  30521 
Cumpton,  Pierce,  219  Sunset  Dr.,  Warner  Robins  31088 
Cumpton,  Joan,  219  Sunset  Dr.,  Warner  Robins  31088 
s  Duvall,  Mrs.  Lois,  Rt.  1 ,  Estanollee  30538 
=  Holst,  Edward,  P.O.  Box  4871,  Macon  31208 
®  Holst,  Lois  E.,  P.O.  Box  4871,  Macon  31208 
Hughes  Stokes,  Joyce,  611  Wimbish  Rd.,  Macon  31210 
Jordan,  Mrs.  Stuard  (Elbe),  1745  E.  Main  St.,  Royston  30662 
Kotliar,  Margaret,  112  Skyview  Ct.,  Athens  30606 
Lewis,  Betty,  935  Ridgedale  Dr.,  Lawrenceville  30243 
®  McDaniel,  Mrs.  Charles  R.,  3867  The  Ascent  N  E,  Atlanta  30319 
Moffatt,  Helen,  4183  Quinn  Drive,  Evans  30809 
Simpson,  Glenda,  101  Doris  St.,  St.  Marys  31558 
Stone,  Mary  H.,  3462  Milledgeville  Rd.,  Augusta  30909 
Walker,  Laura  L.,  562  Rue  Montaigne,  Stone  Mountain  30083 

IDAHO 

®  Sigloh,  Ruth,  1182  Palace  Lane,  Boise  83704 

ILLINOIS 

®  Allegretti,Carol,  24500  N  Kelsey  Road,  Barrington  60010 
=  Boyd,  Carol,  303  S.  Stewart,  Geneseo  61254 
Bruns,  Joseph  J.,  1220  Stratford  Lane,  Hanover  Park  60103 
Compton,  Martha,  3003  East  Oakland  Ave.,  Bloomington  61704 
®  Driskell,  Lydia  M.,  1401 1  Claire  Blvd.,  Robbins  60472 
Goodsell,  Mrs.  Barbara,  429  Cherry  Lane,  Glenview  60025 
®  Jamowski,  Frances,  Rt.  5,  Box  182,  Barrington  60010 
Landgren,  Mrs.  George  (Anna  Jean)  2450  Iroquois  Road, 
Wilmette  60091 

Lasky,  Ms.  Renee,  8110  Gross  Point  Rd.,  Morton  Grove  60053 
Mann,  Mrs.  Kenneth  (Donna),  507  E.  Grove  St.,  Bloomington 
61701 

Okerstrom,  Karen,  1344  Poplar  Ct.,  Homewood  60430 
Palm,  Mrs.  Elinor  A.,  4640  W.  182nd  PL,  Cntry  Club  Hills  60478 
Roth,  Fred  S.,  1055  N.  Metter,  Columbia  62236 
Schroeder,  Mrs.  Raymond  E.,  217  Andrew  Ave.,  Dwight  60420 
™Schroeder,  Mrs.  Mildred,  1020  N.  Harlem  Ave.  #4F,  River  Forest 
60305 

Stubbings,  Mrs.  John  D.,  2825  Weller  Ln.,  Northbrook  60062 
Szewczyk,  Frank  G.,  17223  Fisk,  E.  Hazelcrest  60429 
“  Teater,  Mrs.  Herman,  821  Kenyon  Dr.,  Springfield  62704 
Watkins,  Mrs.  Libby  A.,  RR3,  Box  509  A,  Bloomington  61704 

INDIANA 

Chambers,  Bradford,  7333  Snowflake  Drive,  Indpls  46227 
Cline,  Ethel,  3125  Valley  Farms  Rd.,  Indianapolis  46214 
=  Flanneiy,  Elizabeth,  12220  Kingfisher  Road,  Crown  Point  46307 
=  Matusak,  Lois,  840  Kenmare  Pkwy.,  Crown  Point  46307 
Nicholas,  Richard  A.,  648  Woodbriar  Court,  Evansville  47715 
Rose,  Dorothy  F.,  4803  Kenmore  Road,  Indianapolis  46226 
Willey,  Jean,  851  Kenmare  Parkway,  Crown  Point  46307 

IOWA 

“Jones,  Mrs.  Maurice  E.,  607  14th  Ave.  Box  34,  Durant  52747 
=  Jugenheimer,  John,  1 105  W.  17th  St.,  Davenport  52804 
Schafer,  Mrs.  R.N.,  3830  Woodland  Ct.,  Davenport  52807 
Tyler,  Mrs.  Janice  K.,  8813  Sunflower  Circle,  Des  Moines  50322 
5  Wright,  Marlene,  920  12th  St.,  De  Witt  52742 

KANSAS 

=  Beaver,  Frances  S.,  10715  W.  56  Terrace,  Shawnee  66203 
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=  Eckhoff,  Marsha  D.,  8123  Monrovia,  Lenexa  66215 
®  Hadley,  Della  M.,  2714  B.  Chipperfield  Rd.,  Lawrence  66047 
lones,  Mrs.  Gladys,  4005  E.  Lincoln  Street,  #204,  Wichita  67218 
Knobbe,  Sue  K.,  15532  Marty,  Overland  Park  66223 
McCurnin,  Grace  R.,  6812  Reeds  Rd.,  Overland  Park  66204 
“  Montgomery,  Isla,  216  Ross,  Downs  67437 
Nelson,  Laurie,  24879  Alexander  Road,  Lawrence  66044 
Prince,  Sylvia  E.,  9826  West  101  Terrace,  Overland  Park  66212 
^  Reisman,  Beth,  1506  Blue  Sage  Circle,  Wichita  67230 
Richards,  Pat,  15105  Seminole  Drive,  Olathe  66062 
Russell,  Raymond  L.,  807  W  27th  Terr,  Lawrence  66046 
Weir,  Mrs.  Robert,  490  Terrace  Trail  East,  Lake  Quivira  66106 
Wieditz,  Mrs.  Faye,  1351  Caddy  Lane,  Wichita  67212 

LOUISIANA 

Armstrong,  Genelle,  1313  Gardenia  Dr.,  Metairie  70005 
Armstrong,  Al,  1313  Gardenia  Dr.,  Metairie  70005 
Barlow,  Sallie,  30418  Fairway  View  Dr.,  Denham  Springs  70726 
Benge,  Dorothy  L.,  5900  Wheeler,  Metairie  70003 
Borne,  Mrs.  Gail  F.,  4849  Alphonse  Dr.,  Metairie  70006 
**  Brown,  Mr.  Jerome  E.,  P.O.  Box  2332,  Baton  Rouge  70821 
Bullock,  Beverly,  1816  Har\mrd  St.,  Alexandria  71301 
David,  Nancy,  1 10  St.  Jude,  New  Roads  70760 
Dazet,  Celia,  Box  625,  Empire  70050 
Dyson,  Mrs.  James,  409  Snead  St.,  Berwick  70342 
Guarisco,  Janis  S.,  3133  Diane  Drive,  Morgan  City  70380 
^  Jaunet,  Lee,  4301  Murano  Rd.,  New  Orleans  70129 
^  Llndsly,  Mrs.  L.G.,  7734  Wimbledon  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge  70810 
McFarland,  Mary  T.,  745  Parlange  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge  70806 
Nugent,  Mrs.  R.M.,  7933  Timmons  Tr.,  Shreveport  71107 
Ozio,  Mrs.  Yvonne,  1009  Ditch  Ave.,  Morgan  City  70380 
™Ozio  Jr.,  Mr.  L.T.,  1009  Ditch  Ave.,  Morgan  City  70380 
^  Peres,  Leora  T.,  220  S.  Polk,  Rayne  70578 
^  Pippin,  Jane  D.,  9996  Hwy.  165,  Forest  Hill  71430 
^  Plauche,  Mrs.  Sadie  K.,  5226  Greenridge  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge  70814 
=  Radecker,  Barbara,  5700  York  Street,  Metairie  70003 
Ramirez,  Mrs.  George,  1620  Willowbend  Dr.,  Morgan  City  70380 
Ramirez,  Mr.  George,  1620  Willowbend  Dr.,  Morgan  City  70380 
Spear,  Mrs.  J.F.,  7660  Amite  Church  Rd.,  Denham  Springs  70726 
Vanderlick,  Pat,  675  Hwy.  470,  Lecompte  71346 
Voorhees,  Mrs.  Audrey  K.,  857  Filmore  Ave.,  New  Orleans 
70124 

Voorhees,  Wynne  John,  3720  Tartan  Drive,  Metairie  70003 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Clark  Jr.,  Robert  A.,  93  Medford  Street,  Apt.  2,  Malden  02148 
™Courage,  Alice  M.,  33  Essex  St.,  Wakefield  01880 
™Crisafulli,  Mrs.  Jessie,  290  Federal  Street,  Belchertown  01007 
Dow,  Charles  M.,  9  Sherwood  Rd.,  Melrose  02176 
Eaton,  Peggy,  12  Matchett  St.,  Brighton  02135 
“  Kanela,  Mrs.  Stephen  C.,  16  Mylod  St.,  Walpole  02081 
Ormerod,  Eleanor,  445  Sharps  Lot  Rd.,  Swansea  02777 
Warren,  Ruth,  1534  Robeson  St.,  Fall  River  02720 
Wilson,  Dolores  E.,  2  Moretta  Drive,  Peabody  01960 

MARYLAND 

Barbi,  Susan  J.F.,  1809  View  Top  Ct.,  Annapolis  21401 
Barbi,  Kenneth  W.,  1809  View  Top  Ct.,  Annapolis  21401 
™ Burns,  Mrs.  Howard,  8624  Delegge  Rd.,  Baltimore  21237 
Burrell,  Mrs.  Ardrea,  1937  Lyttonsville  Rd.,  Silver  Spring  20910 
Gordon,  R.  Gary,  120  Brinkwood  Rd.,  Brookeville  20833 
Haag,  Mrs.  Don  J.  (Janet),  524  Murdock  Rd.,  Baltimore  21212 
5  Huffman,  Shirley,  1 1988  Simpson  Rd.,  Clarksville  21029 
Lages,  Mrs.  Betty  Lou,  3609  Fort  Hill  Dr.,  Ellicott  City  21043 
Richardson,  Diane,  9207  Ravenwood  Road,  Baltimore  21237 
Sauter,  Ms.  Beatrice,  2123  Northland  Rd.,  Baltimore  21207 
Toolan,  Sharon,  3903  Nemo  Road,  Randallstown  21133 
Wood,  Beryl  J.,  1134  Hudson  Rd.,  Cambridge  21613 


MINNESOTA 

^  Bann,  Mrs.  Ruth,  680  Marigold  Ter.,  Fridley  55432 
Fleisch,  Mrs.  Ken,  5015  35th  Ave.  SO  #401,  Minneapolis  55417 
Graf,  Gail,  9207  4th  Ave.,  Bloomington  55420 
Graf,  James,  9207  4th  Ave.,  Bloomington  55420 
^  Harrington,  Delores,  1620  Gardena  Ave.  NE,  Fridley  55432 
^Johnson,  Retha  N.,  5105  W.  62nd  St.,  Edina  55436 
Johnson,  Sharon  E.,  6657  E.  Shadow  Lk.  Dr.,  Lino  Lakes  55014 
Lahti,  Kathy  Johnson,  9316  170th  Ave.,  Forest  Lake  55025 
Officer,  Helen,  8920  Southwood  Drive,  Bloomington  55437 
Paron,  Mrs.  Marino,  7536  County  Rd.  5  NE,  North  Branch  55056 
=  Schofield,  Jinean,  4665  Morris  Ln.,  Bloomington  55437 
Trapp,  Mrs.  Monroe,  1  Indian  Hills  Drive,  Circle  Pines  55014 
=  Wohlferd,  Barb,  9475  96th  St.  N,  White  Bear  Lake  55115 
Zondlo,  Mrs.  Charles,  3326  Lincoln  St.  NE.,  Minneapolis  55418 

MISSOURI 

Allinson,  Mrs.  Carol,  1335  Baker  Dr.,  Independence  64050 
Amelung,  Nancy,  9708  Greenwood  Terrace,  Rock  Hill  63119 
Anderson,  Dorothy,  1016  Maplewood  Dr.,  Columbia  65203 
Bellinger,  Helen,  1240  S.  Estate,  Springfield  65804 
Blanton,  Helen,  622  Riverside,  St.  Charles  63304 
Britton,  Col.  James  L.,  3906  SW  Harbor  Dr.,  Lee’s  Summit  64082 
Burr,  Carolyn  E.,  910  Almond  Hill  Ct.,  Manchester  63021 
Campbell,  Mrs.  Ethel  M.,  Rt.  2,  Box  590,  Rogersville  65742 
Carson,  Doris  F.,  1702  Joplin,  Joplin  64804 
^  Donnell,  Ramona,  306  Ballard,  Carl  Junction  64834 
®  Dunlap,  Gary  N.,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro  63050 
Eaklor,  Mrs.  Lavera  L,  245  Brackleigh  Ln.,  Florissant  63031 
Evensen,  Mrs.  Ralph  (Marilyn),  532  Kingridge  Dr.,  Ballwin 
63011 

Golubski,  Linda,  1416  A.  Street,  Blue  Springs  64015 
Hamilton,  Mrs.  Virginia,  7  Carole  Ln.,  Frontenac  63131 
"  Hamtil,  Mrs.  Francis  J.,  King’s  Lane  Farm,  #27  Brook  Lane,  St. 
Charles  63304 

==  Hapner,  Mrs.  Susan,  35  Ridge  Point  Drive,  Chesterfield  63017 
Hart,  Patricia  M,,  3350  Blue  Ridge  Blvd.,  Independence  64052 
^  Hill,  Mrs.  Sue  L,  12201  E.  45th  Terr.,  Independence  64055 
Holt,  Mrs.  H.L.,  1128  Linden,  St.  Louis  63117 
“  Janus,  Mrs.  William,  130  N.  Holmes,  St.  Louis  63122 
*■'  Meister,  Mrs.  Carl,  4459  Gemini,  St.  Louis  63128 
==  Miller,  Ardath  L.,  529  Ranch  Dr.,  Manchester  63011 
Payne,  Peggy  R.,  108  S.  Elizabeth  St.,  Hallsville  65255 
Proctor,  Mrs.  Harold  A.,  6124  Ralston,  Raytown  64133 
^  Ross,  Catherine  A.,  RR  2,  Box  92,  New  Florence  63363 
Russom,  Fran,  7022  Ethel,  St.  Louis  63117 
=  Schaaf,  Mrs.  Marian  R.,  23104  E.  Adams  Rd.,  Independence 
64058 

Walker,  Lydia,  9712  Mercier,  Kansas  City  64114 
Wells,  Esther  Edwards,  948  Fair  Oaks  Ct.,  Liberty  64068 
=  Wells,  Stephen  Charles,  948  Fair  Oaks  Ct.,  Liberty  64068 
“  Wilson,  Mrs.  Roma,  4249  Michigan  Ave.,  St.  Louis  63111 
Wolverton,  Wilma  J.,  8505  Karr  Road,  Grain  Valley  64029 

MISSISSIPPI 

^  Wicht,  Miss  Jane,  203  Broad  St.,  Hattiesburg  39401 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

=  Abplanalp,  Linda,  3134  Truitt  Drive,  Burlington  27215 
Bunn,  Kermit,  Rt.  3,  Box  613  B,  Snow  Hill  28580 
Bunn,  Lorena,  Rt.  3,  Box  613  B,  Snow  Hill  28580 
“  Churchill,  Mrs.  Warren  (Harriet),  Carolina  Meadows  Apt.  3-304, 
Chapel  Hill  27514 

=  Wasserman,  Laura,  P.O.  Box  217,  Lansing  28643 
NEBRASKA 

Cromer,  Mr.  Chalmers  A.,  821  El  Avado  Ave.,  Lincoln  68504 
Cromer,  Mrs.  Chalmers  A.,  821  El  Avado  Ave.,  Lincoln  68504 
Kollman,  Mrs.  Virginia  P.,  P.O.  Box  2073,  Atkinson  68713 
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^  stork,  Joyce,  2501  E.  23rd  Avenue  S.,  Fremont  68025 
Stork,  Kent,  2501  E.  23rd  Avenue  S.,  Fremont  68025 

NEW  JERSEY 

=  Amao,  Susan  E.,  340  Glenwood  Ave.,  Burlington  08016 
5  Borey,  Mrs.  Paul  E.,  251  Vista  View  Dr.,  Mahwah  07430 
Brown,  Mrs.  Laurel  W.,  139  Evergreen  Dr.,  Willingboro  08046 
“  Buschke,  Mrs.  Edward  W.  (Lois),  11  Drumlin  Dr.,  Morris  Plains 
07950 

Cichocki,  Karyn,  79  Beaver  Run  Rd.,  Lafayette  07848 
Fischer,  Jill  G.,  59  River  Bend  Rd.,  Berkley  Hts.,  07922 
Friedman,  Mrs.  Florence,  181  Elm  St.,  Tenafly  07670 
Hill,  Mr.  Fred,  16  Banta  Place,  Bergenfield  07621 
Jasaitis,  Dale  K.,  72  Old  York  Rd.,  Bordentown  08505 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Becky,  345  Roosevelt  Lane,  Keniworth  07033 
=  Kurzynski,  Robert,  270  Washington  Ave.,  Clifton  07011 
=  Lueschen,  Beverly  J.,  30-3  Farm  Rd.,  Somerville  08876 
®  Lueschen,  Bill,  30-3  Farm  Rd.,  Somerville  08876 
Murasko,  Mrs.  J.,  95  Connolly  Dr.,  Milltown  08850 
®  Padalino,  Judy,  76  Downs  Ave.,  Wharton  07885 
“  Riemer,  Mrs.  Donald  N.,  256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd., 
Pennington  08534 

Senna,  Frank,  13  Harvard  Way,  Oakland  07436 
®  Skalski,  Sandra,  516  Macintosh  Dr.,  Muillica  Hill  08062 
Thurman,  Gary,  2028  Old  York  Rd.,  Burlington  08016 
Thurman,  Mrs.  Gary,  2028  Old  York  Rd.,  Burlington  08016 
=  Tooker,  David  B.,  67  Irongate  Lane,  Aberdeen  07747 
Wezel,  Penelope,  99  Sidney  Rd.,  Annandale  08801 
Winfield,  Cecelia,  972A  Village  Dr.  E.,  N.  Brunswick  08902 

NEW  MEXICO 

=  Bowden,  Jo  Ellen,  407  Laveta  Drive  NE,  Albuquerque  87108 
5  Garrison,  Agatha,  HCR  1,  Box  35-A,  Estancia  87016 
Iskra,  Mrs.  Charles,  4700  Sherwood  NE,  Albuquerque  87109 
Longmire,  Mrs.  Delmar,  8600  Summer  Ave.  NE,  Albuquerque 
87112 

Nelson,  Eloda,  6113  Alta  Monte  NE,  Albuquerque  87110 
=  Rivera,  Kathryn  M.,P.O.  BOX  231935,  Santa  Fe  87502 
Schmierer,  Margaret,  5010  Crownpoint  Ct.  NW,  Albuquerque 
87120 

“■^Staat,  Mrs.  Charles  H.,  1701  Kentucky  St.  NE,  Albuquerque 
87110 

Tallant,  Mrs.  James  N.,  4305  Cobblestone  NE,  Albuquerque 
87109 

Wells,  Garald,  4601  Pedroncelli  Ct.  NW,  Albuquerque  87107 
NEVADA 

=  Marhanka,  Lori,  4740  Noche,  Reno  89502 
Mark,  Carol  J.,  1823  Fairlie  Court,  Sparks  89431 
Schmidt,  Betty  L.,  318  Fodrin  Way,  Sparks  89431 
Selleck,  Jann,  12890  Fellowship  Way,  Reno  89511 

NEW  YORK 

Banchik,  Lillian  H.,  1 1  Gateway  Drive,  Great  Neck  11021 
™Bogin,  Mrs.  Sidney  (Ellie),  39  Boyd  St.,  Long  Beach  1 1561 
Boos,  Donna  M.,  4  Middlebury  Rd.,  Hauppauge  11787 
“  Bradford,  Edward,  84-25  86th  St.,  Woodhaven  11421 
Burdick,  Doug,  55  Rosemount  St.,  Rochester  14620 
^  Burrell,  Stephen,  135  Sunrise  Hill  Rd.,  Fishkill  12524 
®  Burrell,  Carol  Ann,  135  Sunrise  Hill  Rd.,  Fishkill  12524 
Califano,  Margaret  A.,  72  Glendale  Rd.,  Latham  12110 
“  Champion,  Mrs.  Duane  L.,  8848  Van  Hoesen  Rd.,  Clay  13041 
=  Cotter,  M.  Patricia,  212  Maple  Dr.,  Oneida  13421 
Donohoe,  Thomas  E.,  315  Walnut  Street,  Long  Beach  11561 
Ghossn,  Mrs.  Joseph,  87-12  Jamaica  Av.,  Woodhaven  11421 
Giuffre,  Mrs.  Marie,  16  Pomper  Drive,  E.  Northport  11734 
^  Gugliada,  Mrs.  Frank,  16  Meeker  St.,  Staten  Island  10306 
=  Gutberlet,  M.J.  103  HallbarRd.,  Rochester  14626 
=  Hansen,  Mrs.  Percy  J.  (Thelma),  64  Kings  Lane,  Rochester 
14617 


Hart,  Mrs.  Wilson  R.,  118  S.  Crescent  Dr.,  Rome  13440 
^  Klein,  Carolyn,  102-39  85  Road,  Richmond  Hill  11418 
^  Koester,  Mrs.  Marceline,  51  Bonnie  Lane,  Stony  Brook  11790 
Kroll,  Paul  F.,  Harmony  Hill  Farm,  4325  Two  Rod  Rd.,  E  Aurora 
14052 

®  Lohan,  Diane,  499  Keith  Lane,  West  Islip  11795 
Macaluso,  Rosemary,  40-16  247  St.,  Little  Neck  1 1363 
=  Manning,  Mrs.  Nancy  V.,  7633  Oriskany  Rd.,  Rome  13440 
McDonald,  Paula,  250  W.  85th  St.  8A,  New  York  10024 
Montgomery,  Mrs.  Eileen,  248  Marilynn  St.,  E  Islip  11730 
O’Sullivan,  Dolores  E.,  246  28  Deepdale  Ave.,  Douglaston  11362 
“  Oswald,  Mrs.  Frederick,  5  Euston  Rd.,  Garden  City  11530 
®  Packer,  Fred,  20  Mafalda  Dr.,  Buffalo  14215 
Perras,  Mr.  Edward  M.,  90  Springhollow  Drive,  Cohoes  12047 
Purtell,  Sherry,  47  Robin  Ln.,  Rensselaer  12144 
Raymond,  Dorothy,  1379  Van  Housen  Rd.,  Castleton  12033 
Red  Elk,  Priscilla  C.,  205  Point  Pleasant  Rd.,  Rochester  14622 
Robinson,  Ralph,  P.O.  Box  9,  Naples  14512 
“Rotando,  Mrs.  Kathryn,  131  Taft  Ave.,  Long  Beach  11561 
■“Rutmayer,  Mrs.  Kenneth,  2  Hampton  St.,  Hauppauge  11788 
Schirtzer,  Claire  J.,  158  West  Hudson  Street,  Long  Beach  11561 
™ Smith,  Mr.  James  H.,  489  Linwood  Ave.,  Buffalo  14209 
Vogt,  Dorothy,  180  Waco  St.,  Lindenhurst  11757 
Wagman,  Irwin,  52  Harper  Dr.,  Pittsford  14534 
Wagman,  Fayanne  B.,  52  Harper  Dr.,  Pittsford  14534 
Weber,  Mrs.  Jane,  50  Belknap  Dr.,  Northport  11768 
Wildman  Jr.,  James  A.,  133  Rosemont  Dr.,  Syracuse  13205 
=  Yager,  William,  3643  Pine  Rd.,  Blossvale  13308 
®  Yager,  Robin,  3643  Pine  Rd.,  Blossvale  13308 

OHIO 

Bartley,  Betty  L.,  3920  Monterey  Av.,  Springfield  45504 
Black,  Mrs.  George  (Cathy),  3548  Alabama  Ave.,  Dalton  44618 
Borton,  Mrs.  Lewis,  4864  U.S.  68  North,  Yellow  Springs  45387 
Bradney,  Mrs.  Norman,  1104  Anderson,  Piqua  45356 
“  Garner,  Mrs.  M.E.,  1010  Edgewood  SE,  No  Canton  44720 
Grinstead,  Mrs.  Carter  H.,  1864  Berkshire  Rd.,  Columbus  43221 
Hancock,  Pat,  P.O.  Box  8085,  West  Chester  45069 
Harris,  Betty,  438  E.  Clearview,  Worthington  43085 
^  Holtzman,  Sharon,  6971  Olentangy  Lane,  Cincinnati  45244 
=  Jones,  Shirley,  3759  West  State,  Rt.  185,  Piqua  45356 
Lott,  Mrs.  Ralph  E.  (Eileen),  523  Sturgeon  Dr.,  Akron  44319 
^  Lusk,  Mrs.  Elmer  C.,  1173  Oakland  Ave.,  Columbus  43212 
=  Martin,  Mary,  1807  Baldridge  Rd.,  Columbus  43221 
Morabito,  Mrs.  Anthony,  7057  Brightwood  Dr.,  Painesvllle 
44077 

Muster,  Jacqueline,  915  10th  St.  NE,  Massilon  44646 
’‘Neumann,  Linda  A.,  11620  Mapleridge  Dr.,  North  Royalton 
44133 

Owens,  Mrs.  Linda,  1762  Stemwood  Dr.,  Columbus  43228 
^  Palm,  Doris  T.,  157  Shenandoah  Trail,  West  Carrollton  45449 
™Savage,  Emilie  B.,  39  Mead  Dr.,  Chillicothe  45601 
®  Stotler,  Mrs.  Terena,  1027  St.,  Rt.  589,  Sidney  45365 
™Tucker,  Mrs.  Leroy,  2812  N.  Star  Ave.,  Columbus  43221 

OKLAHOMA 

Bjorkman,  Mrs.  Linda,  10508  S  198th  E  Ave.,  Broken  Arrow 
74014 

Cotten,  Jeanne  M.,  4402  E.  105th  PL,  Tulsa  74137 
™Howlett,  Mrs.  E.A.,  4916  E.  38th  PL,  Tulsa  74135 
McCawley,  Edna  R.,  1721  S.  Fulton,  Tulsa  74112 
Sutton,  Mrs.  Pat,  1707  S.  77  E.  Ave.,  Tulsa  74112 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Albrecht,  Georgene,  101  Oak  Heights  Dr.,  Oakdale  15071 
Allen,  Marion,  15  Hollyhock  Ln.,  Levittown  19055 
Allen,  Lee,  15  Hollyhock  Ln.,  Levittown  19055 
Branson,  Enid,  645  Meadowbrook  Ave.,  Ambler  19002 
Callahan,  Mrs.  Betty,  6  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Fairless  Hills  19030 
Cass,  Margaret,  920  Andorra  Rd.,  Lafayette  Hill  19444 
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Cooper,  Frances  M.,  492  Pinecrest  Rd.,  Springfield  19064 
Easter,  Mrs.  Alice,  368  Gorgas  Ln.,  Philadelphia  19119 
®  Eckard,  Kurt  H.,  453  Seville  St.,  Philadelphia  19128 
Gershon,  Marianne,  849  Lauren  Ln.,  Hatfield  19440 
Girvin,  Mrs.  John  M.,  1109  Putnam  Blvd.,  Wallingford  19086 
Hanna,  Susan,  472  Store  Rd.,  Harleysville  19438 
James,  Craig,  1595  Oakleaf  Lane,  Pittsburgh  15237 
James,  Daryl,  1595  Oakleaf  Lane,  Pittsburgh  15237 
Jones,  Mrs.  Richard  L,  909  Louise  Ln.,  W.  Chester  19382 
™ Lyons,  Mr.  William  R.,  38  Indian  Creek  Dr.,  Levittown  19057 
Lyons,  Mrs.  William  R.,  38  Indian  Creek  Dr.,  Levittown  19057 
McMullen,  Joyce,  478  Valley  View  Dr.,  Langhorne  19047 
=  Reed,  Craig  R.,  11  Springmeadow  Rd.,  Feasterville  19047 
^  Reed,  Joan,  11  Springmeadow  Rd.,  Feasterville  19047 
Roth,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  105  Carleton  Rd.,  Wallingford  19086 
Shannon,  Mrs.  Laura,  8845  Norwood  Ave.,  Chestnut  Hill, 
Philadelphia  19118 

Shaw,  Mrs.  Carolyn,  1963  Virginia  Ave.,  Bensalem  19020 
Smith,  Judith,  7808  Conwell  Rd.,  Laverock  19038 
Smith,  Sandra  E.,  822  Dunbury  Road,  Fairless  Hills  19030 
™Tinari,  Mrs.  Anne,  2325  Valley  Road,  Huntingdon  Valley  19006 

RHODE  ISLAND 

Reimels,  Cheryl  A.,  754  Lafayette  Rd.,  Tiverton  02878 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

^  Mims,  Sandra  P.,  34  Waterway  Island  Drive,  Isle  of  Palms  29451 
Short,  Mrs.  Vere,  100  Dorsetshire  Downs,  Summerville  29483 
Wright,  Jr.,  Mrs.  C.W.,  460  Royal  Oak  Dr.,  Spartanburg  29302 

TENNESSEE 

Ellis,  Judy,  6110  Barrentine,  Bartlett  38134 
Ilardi,  Ginger,  2786  North  Star  Dr.,  Bartlett  38134 
=  Leary,  Lynn,  8048  Dogwood  Road,  Germantown  38138 
5  Monnard,  Dale,  3581  Lynchburg,  Memphis  38135 
Pair,  Mrs.  Iona,  3578  Country  Lane  Cove,  Bartlett  38133 
Shirley,  Mrs.  Ann,  7150  Cedar  Rd.,  Bartlett  38135 
Stauffer,  Helen,  2973  Falkirk  Rd.,  Memphis  38128 
Steele,  Katherine,  1736  Cornelia  Ln.,  Memphis  38117 
Willets,  Mrs.  Floretta  A.,  811  Sunset  Drive,  Kingston  37763 
Willets,  Nancy  D.,  811  Sunset  Drive,  Kingston  37763 

TEXAS 

Acree,  Yvonne,  3235  Lockmoor  Ln.,  Dallas  75220 
Altenburg,  Suzanne  Patricia,  5800  Lost  Forest  Drive,  Houston 
77092 

Baca,  Edith  D.,  901  McKee  Dr.,  Edinburg  78539 
Barta,  Mary  Alice,  2209  Travis,  Plano  75093 
=  Bullard,  Marjorie,  6301  Meadowvista  #1212,  Corpus  Christi 
78414 

Carpenter,  Janice,  1321  Whitehall  Dr.,  Plano  75023 
=  Carpenter,  Craig,  1321  Whitehall  Dr.,  Plano  75023 
Carter,  Judith  M.,  19506  Mill  Meadow  Lane,  Houston  77094 
Cecil,  Barbara  A.,  103  Tower  Dr.,  Round  Rock  78664 
Chilcutt,  Myrtle,  1100  Cleckler,  Ft.  Worth  76111 
Clark,  Anita  D.,  309  Lakeway  Drive,  Benbrook  76126 
Click,  Elaine,  10251  Helmsdale,  Houston  77043 
Clive,  Margery  L.,  2351  Ballycastle  Dr.  75228 
Corrigan,  Mary  Ann,  106  Trailridge,  Richardson  75081 
Crawford,  Mrs.  M.K.,  735  Oban  Dr.,  San  Antonio  78216 
Curry,  Mrs.  John  F.  (Eunice),  617  Mimosa  Dr.,  Denton  76201 
Davidson,  Ronald,  13176  FM  1895,  Kemp  75143 
Davidson,  Janice  13176  FM1895,  Kemp  75143 
Davis,  Grace,  3418  Urban,  Garland  75041 
Debruin,  Debbie,  515  S.  Lois  Ln,  Richardson  75081 
Dixon,  Mrs.  Billie,  508  Christi  Lane,  Coppell  75019 
Dubose,  Gloria,  Box  724,  Georgetown  78627 
Early,  Mrs.  Robert  D.,  5916  Walla,  Fort  Worth  76133 
Fergon,  Mrs.  Rodney,  7517  Overhill  Rd.,  Ft.  Worth  76116 
Forcht,  Mrs.  Brennan  A.,  833  McKinney  Ave.,  Arlington  76012 


Fort,  Mural,  3921  Honey  Lane,  Ft.  Worth  76180 
Foster,  Mrs.  Bill,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite  75150 
"Foster,  Bill,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite  75150 
Froboese,  Ken,  32005  I.H.  10  West,  Boerne,  78006 
Fuster,  Blanca,  1225  Americana  Ln.  #1205,  Mesquite  75150 
Garlick,  Maxine  S.,  Rt.  2,  Box  761,  Copperas  Cove  76522 
Gibbs,  Mrs.  Newman,  608  Larue,  San  Marcos  78666 
^  Goeke,  Ruth,  Route  1,  Box  73,  Brenham  77833 
Goins,  Gerri,  11030  Silkwood  Dr.,  Houston  77031 
"Golla,  Billie,  972  Spring  Hills  Dr.,  New  Braunfels  78130 
Hall,  Marilyn  P.,  5905  Imogene,  Houston  77074 
Hall,  Roy,  5905  Imogene,  Houston  77074 
"Hall,  Meredith  M.,  922  E.  14th,  Houston  77009 
Hancock,  Charlsie,  4407  Village  Heights  Ct.,  Pasadena  77505 
“  Hudnall,  Mrs.  Gladys,  8524  Burnet  Rd.,  Apt.  1203,  Austin 
78757 

Hummer,  Mrs.  Robert  L.,  10606  Sunflower  Lane,  San  Antonio 
78213 

Janson,  Mary,  3920  Savanah,  Garland  75041 
=  Jensen,  Judith  Ann,  3310  Hillpark  Ln.,  Carrollton  75007 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Wm.  H.,  610  Mauze,  San  Antonio  78216 
Johnson,  Mr.  Wm.  H.,  610  Mauze,  San  Antonio  78216 
Kimbro,  Joyce,  4107  Wyldwood  Rd.,  Austin  78739 
=  Leifeste,  Connie  L.,  6505  A  May  Dr.,  Waco  76710 
Lewis,  Mrs.  Velma,  6309  Firth  Rd.,  Ft.  Worth  76116 
^  Liggett,  Laura,  17411  Rustington,  Spring  77379 
Linson,  Virginia,  326  Drexel  Dr.,  Grapevine  76051 
Loewer,  Mary,  3504  Parkhaven  Dr.,  Plano  75075 
®  Lopez,  Arturo,  1000  Amur  St.,  Mesquite  75150 
Lopez,  Ileana,  1000  Amur  St.,  Mesquite  75150 
McCleaiy,  George  C.,  10723  Mustang  Rdg.,  San  Antonio  78109 
McElhannon,  Bonnie,  5428  Oak  Trail,  Dallas  75232 
McEwen,  Onalee  H.,  18103  Barbuda  Lane,  Houston  77058 
=  McGraw,  Donna,  8207  Colonial  Oaks  Ln.,  Spring  77379 
Miller,  Ann,  51 1  Willow  Wisp  Cir.,  Spring  77388 
Moskal,  Ellen  M.,  14315  Whitecross  Drive,  Houston  77083 
Nabers,  John  P.,  714  El  Toro  Lane,  Houston  77062 
Nolan,  Mrs.  James  R.,  1206  Prairie  Lea,  Brenham  77833 
Padgett,  Mrs.  T.W.,  2005  Mill  Creek  Rd.,  Arlington  76010 
Pinion,  Becky,  303  W.  Saunders,  League  City  77573 
Pittman,  Sundown,  12406  Alexandria,  San  Antonio  78233 
Pittman,  Hortense,  12406  Alexandria,  San  Antonio  78233 
Pope,  Lawrence  R.,  117  Texas  Ave.,  League  City  77573 
"Ramser,  Mrs.  Charles,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Falls  76308 
=  Randall-Harper,  Effel  K.,  2413  Martin,  Killeen  76541 
Reddell,  Janey  E.,  2408  Cedar  Lane,  Schertz  78154 
Rexilius,  Mrs.  Lany,  5634  Yarwell,  Houston  77096 
Rhodes,  Mrs.  Aloha  ,  P.O.  Box  57,  Manchaca  78652 
Rogers,  Jo  Anne,  P.O.  Box  653,  Copperas  Cove  76522 
=  Rozell,  Carolyn,  12206  Hwy.  31  West,  Tyler  75709 
Sanders,  Sandy,  1034  Rayburn  Dr.,  San  Antonio  78221 
Sanders,  Shirley,  1034  Rayburn  Dr.,  San  Antonio  78221 
Schrimsher,  Jo  Anne,  2205  College  Drive,  Victoria  77901 
Scott,  Iris,  1 1840  Rimrock  Trail,  Austin  78737 
®  Spachek,  Steven,  234  W  Mally,  San  Antonio  78221 
Stallings,  Mrs.  W.B.,  3709  Glenmont  Dr.,  Fort  Worth  76133 
Stenger,  Joyce  A.,  714  El  Toro  Lane,  Houston  77062 
Stiefel,  Mrs.  Ann,  3282  Smith-Marek  Rd.,  Schulenburg  78956 
Storey,  Mrs.  R.T.,  Box  974,  San  Marcos  78666 
Tompkins,  Kathleen,  3113  Fareway  Lane,  Mt.  Pleasant  75455 
Tracy,  Betty,  6103  Royal  Point  Dr.,  San  Antonio  78239 
^  Turner,  Mrs.  Byron,  P.O.  Box  29727,  Dallas  75229 
Walbrick,  Mrs.  J.M.,  5235  Kingston  Dr.,  Wichita  Falls  76310 
Welchel,  Lynda,  9505  Wildwood  Ridge,  San  Antonio  78250 
“  Wheeler,  Ruth,  P.O.  Box  225829,  Dallas  75222 
Wright,  Mrs.  Floyd,  2106  Woodland  Park  Dr.,  Houston  77077 
™Young,  Mrs.  Frances,  6109  Shadow  Mountain  Dr.,  Austin  78731 

UTAH 

®  Hansen,  M.  Jeanne,  4084  Splendor  Way,  Salt  Lake  City  84124 
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“  Jones,  Mrs.  John  H.,  1 786  Millcreek  Way,  Salt  Lake  City  84106 
Lloyd,  Mrs.  Ruthann,  2169  Vimont  Ave.,  Salt  Lake  City  84109 
=  Schultz,  Mary  H.,  1 122  E.  6th  N,  Bountiful  84010 
5  Swanson,  M.D.,  Bessann,  2406  E.  Beacon  Drive,  Salt  Lake  City 
84108 

®  Young,  Marian  G.,  4953  Eastridge  #148,  Salt  Lake  City  84117 

VIRGINIA 

™Boland,  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  6415  Wilcox  Ct.,  Alexandria  22310 
Coley,  A.  Wayne,  10133  Farmleigh  Dr.,  Richmond  23235 
^  Dick,  David,  5207  Lee  Ave.,  Richmond  23226 
Fields,  Grace  0.,  Rt.  3,  Box  1135,  Trevilians  23093 
Giangerelli,  Mary  Ann,  2710  Viking  Dr.,  Herndon  22070 
Grundy,  Mrs.  Alice  D.,  3018  Hungary  Spring  Rd.,  Richmond 
23228 

=  Hedgepeth,  Kathryn  A.,  4024  Cutshaw  Avenue,  Richmond 
23230 

Hoffman,  Susan  B.,  801  North  Villier  Court,  Virginia  Beach 
23452 

■“Jones,  Laurene,  3430  Luttrell  Rd.,  Annandale  22003 
Knight,  P.,  1796  Stone  Haven  Ln.,  Virginia  Beach  23464 
Long,  Ms.  Sharon  A.,  1546  Heritage  Hill  Dr.,  Richmond  23233 
■^“McKneely,  Mrs.  Thomas  B.,  9229  Arlington  Blvd.  No.  517, 
^  Fairfax  22031 


“  Nuyianes,  Opal  L.,  12808  Thompson  Rd.,  Fairfax  22033 
Peterson,  Barbara,  1255  Raynor  Dr.,  Richmond  23235 
Schmidt,  William  C.,  500  Danray  Dr.,  Richmond  23227 
■^“Skelton,  Mrs.  Stanley  (Elinor  C),  3910  Larchwood  Rd.,  Falls 
Church  22041 

Van,  Mrs.  Richard  R.,  300  Brittain  Lane,  Hampton  23669 
^  Wilson,  John  E.,  10007  Bent  Tree  Lane,  Manassas  22111 

WISCONSIN 

Barry,  Nancy,  2533  Memorial  Dr.,  Green  Bay  54303 
Degner,  Kevin  W.,  1741  Iowa  St.,  Oshkosh  54901 
Eberle,  Mrs.  Henry  (Mickey),  N  93  W  17229  Devonwood  Road, 
Menomonee  Falls  5305 1 

Fossum,  Mrs.  Dorothy,  3177  N.  95th  St.,  Milwaukee  53222 
=  Heider,  Catherine,  4132  S.  Spring  Rd.,  Omro  54963 
Isbrandt,  Marguerite  P.,  8710  W.  Appleton  Ave.  #4,  Milwaukee 
53225 

Kutzleb,  Janice,  W6090  County  P,  Monroe  53566 
■“Mengsol,  Ruth  E.,  5616  W.  Cairdel  Ln.,  Mequon  53092 
■^“Merrell,  Mrs.  Irene,  W.  283  Hillendale  Dr.,  Oconomowoc  53066 
=  Streit,  Mrs.  Shirley,  N  1 795  -  County  S,  Juda  53550 
Wilson,  Joan  K.,  13830  Watertown  Plank  Rd.,  Elm  Gove  53122 
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1995  AVSA  Affiliated  Clubs 


(Editor’s  Note:  This  is  the  current  list  of  Affiliates  in  the  AVSA 
office.  If  there  are  any  corrections  or  questions,  please  contact 
Cindy  Chatelain,  AVSA  Office  Manager,  2375  North,  Beaumont,  TX 
77702.) 

INTERNATIONAL 

AUSTRALIA 

AV  ASSOCIATION  OF  AUSTRALIA,  INC.,  Mrs.  Barbara 
Pittaway-Secretary,  8  Wangalla  Rd.,  Lane  Cove  NSW  2066 
AV-GESNERIAD  SOCIETY  OF  NSW,  Reg.  Townsend-President, 
35  Craigio  Ave.,  Padstow  NSW  221 1 
AVGS  OF  CANBERRA,  INC.,  Miss  Helen  McMaster-President,  c/o 
Griffin  Centre,  Bunda  St.,  Canberra  City  Act  2601 
AVS  OF  QUEENSLAND,  Joyce  Woods,  58  Durham  St.,  St.  Lucia, 
Queensland  4067 

AVS  OF  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA,  Eva  Warwick-President,  15 
Kinnear  Court,  Rostrevor  5073 

AVS  OF  WESTERN  AUSTRALIA,  Mrs.  Norma  Dougall- 
President,  Kalgan  River  Chalet  &  Caravan  Park,  RMB  8634 
Nanarup  Rd.,  Albany  6330 

CI-CENTRAL  COAST  AVC,  Mrs.  M.H.  Spiers-President,  20 
Warner  Ave.,  Wyong  NSW  2259 

EARLY  MORN  AV  GROUP,  The  Librarian,  P.O.  Box  186,  Mt. 
Waverly,  Victoria  3149 

HUNTER  VALLEY  AVS,  Terry  Kingdon-President,  55  Butler 
Ave.,  Cooranbong  NSW  2265 

WOLLONGONG  AV  GROUP,  J.  Carthew-President,  4  Lorking  St., 
Bellambi  NSW  2518 

BAHAMAS 

BAHAMA  AVS,  Mrs.  Ann  Garraway-President,  P.O.  Box  N-9232, 
Nassau 

BERMUDA 

BERMUDA  AVS,  Mrs.  Ismay  Phillip-President,  Bobs  Valley  Rd., 
Somerset 

SOMERS  ISLES  AVC,  David  James-President,  P.O.  Box  WK  226, 
Warwick 

CANADA 

ANNAPOLIS  VALLEY  AVS,  Mrs.  Jean  L.  Stanford-President,  Box 
683,  68  Connaught  Ave.,  Middleton,  NS  BOS  IPO 
AVS  OF  CALGARY,  Evelyn  Salamanowicz-President,  c/o  324 
Cantrell  Dr.  S.W.,  Calgary  Alberta  T2W  2C6 
AVS  OF  GREATER  MONTREAL,  Nancy  Johnston-President,  127 
Spartan  Crescent,  Point  Claire,  Quebec  H9R  3H4 
AVSA  JUDGES  CNCL  ONTARIO*,  Doris  Brownlie-President,  600 
Silvercreek  Blvd.  #80,  Mississauga,  Ontario  L5A  2B4 
CAREFREE  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY,  Mrs.  Bonnie  Young-Presi¬ 
dent,  2235  Robinson  St.,  Regina,  Saskatchewan  S4T  2L5 
CHARLOTTETOWN  AVS,  Mr.  Claude  Whitenect-President,  57 
Lewis  Pt.  Blvd.,  Charlottetown,  PEI  Cl E  7J6 
CLUB  VIOLETTES  LONGUEUIL,  Rene  Martin-President,  2355 
Lavalle,  Longueuil,  Quebec  J4L  1R3 
EDMONTON  AVS,  Box  47027,  62  Edmonton  Center,  Edmonton 
Alberta  T5J  4N1 

FIRST  HALIFAX  AVS,  Ina  Beaver-President,  2  Shamrock  Dr., 
Dartmouth,  Nova  Scotia  B3A  2Y7 
HERITAGE  AVS,  Mrs.  Peggy  Petrie-President,  40  Mohawk  Rd.  E. 

#32 1 ,  Hamilton,  Ontario  L9A  2G7 
LAKESHORE  AVS,  Doris  Brownlie-President,  600  Silvercreek 
Blvd.  #80,  Mississauga,  Ontario  L5A  2B4 
LES  VIOLETTES  SAGUENEENNES,  Danielle  Bouliane-President, 
360  Rue  Montaigne,  Chieoutimi,  Quebec  G7J  4P7 
LONDON  AVS,  Shirley  Bellows-President,  RRl  Arva,  Ontario 
NOM  ICO 

MONCTONIAN  AVS,  Jane  Wood,  130  Ranch  Rd.,  Riverview,  N  B 
ElB  1P3 


NUT  ANA  VIOLETS,  Ruby  Mann,  210  Cumburland  Ave.  N, 
Saskatoon,  SaskS7N  1M4 

OAKVILLE  AVS,  Mrs.  Josephina  Fitzwilliam-President,  2120 
Parkway  Dr.,  Burlington,  Ontario  L7P  1S4 
OTTAWA  AVS,  R.  McCabe-President,  769  Holt  Cres,  Ottawa, 
Ontario  KIG  2Y5 

ROYAL  SAINT  PAULIA  CLUB,  Mrs.  Anne  Moffett,  36  Moffett 
Ave.,  Sussex,  NB  EOE  IPl 

SOCIETE  DES  SAINTPAULIA  DE  MONTREAL,  Jean-Marc 

Pigeon-President,  4101  Sherbrooke  Rue  Est.,  Montreal,  Quebec 
H1X2B2 

STAMPEDE  CITY  AVS,  Erica  Hargesheimer-President,  81 
Woodpath  Terr,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2W  5Z6 
THE  AVS  OF  CENTRAL  ALBERTA,  Margaret  Grotto-Treasurer, 
4206  33  St.,  Red  Deer,  Alberta  T4N  0N2 
THE  VANCOUVER  AVC,  Doreen  Boitard-President,  2245  West 
13th  Ave.,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia  V6K  2S4 
TORONTO  AVS,  Jean  Hamilton-President,  130  Wishing  Well  Dr., 
Agincourt,  Ontario  MIT  1J7 

ENGLAND  ^ 

SAINTPAULIA  &  HOUSEPLANT  SOC.,  Mrs.  F.B.F.  Dunning-'' 
ham  M.B.E.-Treasurer,  33  Church  Rd.,  Newbury  Prk.,  Ilford 
Essex  1G2  7ET 

HONG  KONG 

AVS  OF  HONG  KONG  LTD,  Mr.  Leung  Tai  Hung-President,  P.O. 
Box  99075  (T.S.T.),  Tsim  Sha  Tsui  Kowloon 

JAPAN 

JAPAN  INTERNATIONAL  SAINTPAULIA  SOC,  Mr.  Kazuo 
Horikoshi,  2-39-2  Higashiooizumi,  Nerimaku  Tokyo  178 
JAPAN  INTERNATIONAL  SAINTPAULIA  SOC,  Mrs.  Toshi 
Kawakami-President,  B-604  Tsutsujigaoka-Haim,  2-13-3 
Shibasaki  Chofu-shi  Tokyo  1 82 

MEXICO 

PRIMER  CLUB  DE  VIOLETAS,  Ma  Del  Carmen  G  DeCruz- 

President,  Marsella  #210  Col  Sn  Patricio  Ap  107,  Garza  Garcia 
NL  CP  66270 

PERU 

SOQED  PERUANA  DE  VIOLETAS  AFRICANAS,  Gabriela  Milla- 
Leon-President,  P.O.  Box  1413  Lima  18 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

CAPE  AVS,  Alex  Duncan-President,  14  Marion  Ave.,  Southfield, 
7800  Cape  Town 

NATAL  AVS,  Mrs.  S.V.  Harrison-Chairman,  P.O.  Box  124,  Cato 
Ridge  3680 

TRANSVAAL  AVS,  Joan  Halford-President,  P.O.  Box  910-041, 
Pyramid  0120 

USAMBARA  VIOLET  ASA,  Mr.  Benny  Katzeff-President,  168 
Voortrekker  Rd.,  Goodwood  7460 

TAIWAN 

TAIWAN  AFRICAN  VIOLET  CLUB,  Fu  Chen  Tung-President,  4 
Lane  61  Kuo  Shan  3rd  Rd.,  Kao-Hsiung  840 

WEST  INDIES 

JAMAICA  AVS,  Mrs.  Dlaine  Ayoub,  P.O.  Box  641,  Kingston  6 
Jamaica 

UNITED  STATES 
ALASKA 

AURORA  BOREALIS  AVS,  Pat  Addison-President,  1917 
Waldron  Dr.,  Anchorage  99507 


A-8  Supplement  to  September  •  October  1 995  African  Violet  Magazine 


ALABAMA 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  STUDY  CLUB,  Mrs.  Myrt  Sisler-President, 
2833  Ashley  Avenue,  Montgomery  36109 
ALABAMA  AV  JUDGES  COUNCIL,  Doris  Till-President,  2927 
Canterbury  CT,  Montgomery  36111 
CAPITAL  CITY  AVS  OF  MONTGOMERY,  Barbara  Strock- 
President,  1681  Ala.  Hwy.  143,  Elmore  36025 
COVINGTON  AVS,  Mrs.  Oreatte  Lunsford-President,  Rt.  5,  Box 
48,  Andalusia  36420 

EARLY  BIRD  VIOLET  CLUB,  Donna  C.  Henderson-President, 
2837  Wisteria  Drive,  Birmingham  35216 
HEART  OF  DIXIE  AVS,  Mrs.  Christie  D.  Thomley-President,  2602 
Evans  Drive,  Dothan  36303 

HUNTSVILLE  AVS,  Mrs.  Isabella  Head-President,  7909  Martha 
Dr.  Se,  Huntsville  35801 

MAGIC  CITY  AVS,  Kay  Rice-President,  Rt.  2,  Box  275,  Leeds 
35094 

MONTGOMERY  AVS,  Mary  Chamberland-President,  405  Avon 
Rd.,  Montgomery  36109 

ARKANSAS 

BELLA  VISTA  AVS,  Barbara  Cota-President,  52  Kensington  Dr., 
Bella  Vista  72714 

BUSY  BLOOMERS  AVS,  Alice  Brown-President,  65  Sunset  Drive, 
North  Little  Rock  72118 

GREEN  THUMB  AVC,  Anna  Mae  Buckle-President,  P.O.  Box  126, 
Farmington  72730 

ARIZONA 

DESERT  SUN  AVS,  Kathleen  Luther-President,  4736  E.  Calle  Del 
Medio,  Phoenix  85018 

TUCSON  AVS,  Suzanne  Zimbardo,  1702  S.  Marmora  Ave.  85713 
CALIFORNIA 

AV  JDGS.  CNCL.  OF  NTHRN.  CALIFORNIA,  Cathy  Cornibe- 
President,  197  Archer  Dr.,  Santa  Cruz  95060 
AVS  OF  MONTROSE,  Mrs.  Madge  Lilliquist-President,  8515 
Ranchito  Ave.,  Panorama  91402 

AVS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Linda  Parsons-President,  1124  Nimitz 
Dr.,  Colma  94015 

AVS  OF  SOUTH  BAY,  Anne  Jantzen-President,  2725  Katrina 
Way,  Mountain  View,  94040 

AVS  OF  YUCCA  VALLEY,  Betty  Bosserman-President,  P.O.  Box 
633,  Joshua  Tree  92252 

AVSA  JDGS.  CNCL.  OF  STHRN.  CALIFORNIA,  Betty  Roberson- 
President,  3612  Laredo,  Carlsbad  92008 
BAJA  OREGON  BLOOMERS,  Leslie  Jones-President,  P.O.  Box 
839,  Yreka  96097 

BAKERSFIELD  AVS,  Vicki  Wilson-President,  22133  Lilac  St., 
Tehachapi  93561 

BELLFLOWER  AVS,  Don  Weaver-President,  715  W.  220th  St., 
Sp.  45,  Torrance  90502 

BURBANK  AVS,  Laura  Thomson-President,  620  N.  Sixth  St.,  Unit 
P,  Burbank  91501 

CAPITAL  CITY  AVS,  Jean  Stokes-President,  7318  Sahara  Court, 
Sacramento  95828 

CARLSBAD  AVS,  Audrey  Hanthorn-President,  1211  Hidden  Oaks 
Trail,  Vista  92084 

CENTRAL  CALIFORNIA  AVS,  Helen  Sepe-President,  6560  N. 
Fresno,  Fresno  93710 

DELTA  GESNERIAD  AND  AVS,  Doris  Weaver-President,  3940 
North  Awardo,  Stockton  95204 

DIABLO  VALLEY  AV  GROWERS,  Thomas  L.  King-President, 
532  Allegheny  Dr.,  Walnut  Creek  94598 
FOOTHILL  AVS,  Mrs.  Pat  Thornton-President,  840  E.  Northridge 
Ave.,  Glendora  91740 

GRANADA  HILLS  AVS,  Warwick  Garfield-President,  11113 
Cabriole  St.,  Northridge  91326 

GROW  &  STUDY  GESNERIAD  CLUB,  Mrs.  Dale  Martens- 
President,  9826  Corella,  Whittier  90603 


HEARTLAND  AVS,  Patricia  Akers-President,  219  Loma  Vista  PL, 
El  Cajon  92021 

HUMBOLDT  COUNTY  AVS,  Linda  Bettiga-President,  P.O.  Box 
68,  Loleta  95551 

LOS  ANGELES  AVS,  Teri  Kawai-President,  21105  Cancun, 
Mission  Viejo  92692 

NITE  BLOOMERS  AVS,  Ilene  Rhodas-President,  818  Villa 
Tereasa  Way,  San  Jose  95123 

NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  CNCL.  OF  AVS,  Irene  Thomas- 
President,  1 199  Lyons  St.,  Redwood  City  94061 

ORANGE  COUNTY  AVS,  Danyl  Hoover-President,  1812  W. 
Southgate,  Fullerton  92633 

POMONA  VALLEY  AVS,  Mrs.  Lois  Mason-President,  4095  Fruit 
St.,  #222,  La  Verne  91750 

SAN  DIEGO  DAYTIME  AVS,  Pat  Goldberg-President,  377  Shady 
Ln.  Apt.  1 ,  El  Cajon  9202 1 

SAN  FERNANDO  VALLEY  AVS,  Peggy  McDevitt-President, 
9355  Burnet,  Sepulveda  91343 

SAN  JOAQUIN  AVS,  Doris  Weaver-President,  3940  N.  Alvarado, 

Stockton  95204 

SAN  MATEO  COUNTY  AVS,  Thelma  Walthen-President,  501 
30th  Avenue,  San  Mateo  94403 

SIERRA  VIOLET  LOVERS,  Bemice  Davis-President,  1330  S. 
CresWiew,  Porterville  93257 

SOUTH  COAST  AVS,  Jacquie  Eisenhut-President,  22800  Eriel 
Ave.,  Torrance  90505 

THOUSAND  OAKS  AVS,  Gloria  Tracy-President,  68  West 
Stratford,  Thousand  Oaks  91360 

TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  AVS,  Anita  Richardson-President,  37038 
Alder  Dr.,  Mentone  92359 

TUSTANA  AVS,  Gayle  Stewart-President,  1270  N.  Walden  Ln., 
Anaheim  92807 

VENTURA  COUNTY  AVS,  Doris  O’Connell-President,  3551  South 
G  St.,  Oxnard  93033 

COLORADO 

“HAPPINESS  IS”  AVS,  Eileen  Nelson-President,  2122  Squires  Ct., 
Longmont  80501 

EVENING  VIOLETEERS,  Kerry  Madigan-President,  12252  W. 
Atlantic  Dr.,  Lakewood  80228 

GESNERIAD  AV  CLUB,  Mrs.  Jean  MiJJer-President,  6661  Upham 
Dr.,  Arv'ada  80003 

GLOXINIA  GESNERIAD  GROWERS,  Ingrid  Little-President, 
1733  S.  Oswego,  Auro  80012 

HI  COUNTRY  JDGS.  WORKSHOP,  Shirley  Mitchell-President, 
2200  Stanford  Rd.,  Ft.  Collins  80526 

HI  HOPES  STUDY  CLUB,  Mrs.  Mae  Ellen  Rogers-President,  5737 
E.  Floyd  Ave.,  Denver  80222 

LOVELAND  SWEETHEART  VIOLETTES,  Doris  Eckholt- 
President,  1932  Canterbury  Ct.,  Loveland  80538 

PUEBLO  AV  CLUB,  Mrs.  Eilene  Even-President,  53K  Sovereign 
Circle,  Pueblo  81005 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  AV  COUNCIL,  Norah  Otto-President, 
Magnolia  Star  Route,  Nederland  80466 

THE  AVS  OF  DENVER  CHAPTER  I,  Nelly  Levine-President, 
8797  Iris  St.,  Arvada  80005 

ULTRA  VIOLET  CLUB,  Edythe  Mullins-President,  48  W.  Maple 
Ave.,  Denver  80223 

VIOLETEERS  DAYTIME,  Katherine  Brago-President,  1340  S. 
Eaton  St.,  Lakewood  80232 

CONNECTICUT 

CENTRAL  CONN  AVS,  Mrs.  Doreen  G.  Lay-President,  97 
Winthrop  Rd.,  Windsor  06095 

CRANBURY  AVS,  Helen  Kongsted-President,  8  Naromake  Ave., 
S.  Norwalk  06857 

NAUGATONIC  AVS,  Mrs.  Edna  Rourke-President,  99  Old 
Stratford  Rd.,  Shelton  06484 

NUTMEG  STATE  AVS,  Mrs.  Albert  J.  Rourke-President,  99  Old 
Stratford  Road,  Shelton  06484 
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SILVERMINE  AVS,  Sylvia  Siegel-President,  1 1  St.  Maiys  Lane, 
Norwalk  06851 

WINDSOR  AVS,  Mrs.  Sylvia  B.  Taub-President,  141  Eastview 
Drive,  Windsor  06095 

FLORIDA 

AV  COUNCIL  OF  FLORIDA,  Bob  Green-President,  997  Botany 
Lane,  Rockledge  32955 

AVA  ASSOC.  OF  GARDENERS,  Linda  Andrews-President,  2801 
FrontierDr.,  Ksme  34744 

AVS  OF  FT.  WALTON  BEACH,  Betty  Harison-President,  4 
Pembroke  Place,  Ft.  Walton  Beach  32547 
AVS  OF  JACKSONVILLE,  Chris  Hall-President,  1236  Catallina 
Rd.,  Jacksonville  32216 

AVS  OF  PENSACOLA,  Mark  Rathbun-President,  2  Eaton  Rd., 
Pensacola  32506 

CENTRAL  FLORIDA  AVS,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Briggs-President,  448 
Autumn  Oaks  Dr.,  Lake  Mary  32746 
EDISON  AVC,  Shirley  A.  Davis-President,  P.O.  Box  6083,  Ft. 
Meyers  33932 

FANTASY  VC,  Linda  Nelson-President,  4044  Majestic  Oak  Lane, 
Brooksville  34602 

FIRST  LAKELAND  AVS,  Christel  Collier-President,  1203 
Greenview  Dr.,  Lakeland  33805 

GULF  AVC,  Lillian  Scott- President,  1917  SE  32  St.,  Cape  Coral 
33904 

MID-POLK  AVS,  Noma  Lovell-President,  Happy  Day  Trailer  Park 
Lot  109,  Auburndale  33880 

MIRACLE  STRIP  AVS,  Mrs.  Mary  Etta  Sullivan-President,  2358 
Cincinnati  Ave.,  Panama  City  32405 
SARASOTA  AVS,  Deborah  Conley-President,  2824  Wilkinson 
Rd.,  Sarasota  32431 

SUMMER  LACE  AVS,  Gwen  Roberts-President,  801  E.  Call  St., 
Tallahassee  32301 

SUNCOAST  AVS,  Sandra  Williams-President,  102-9th  St.  E., 
Tierra  Verde  33715 

TAMPA  AVS,  John  Menish-President,  121  Brentshire  Dr., 
Brandon  33511 

THE  NITE  BLOOMERS  AVS,  Charles  D.  Dorr-President,  8742 
Irongate  Dr.,  Jacksonville  32244 

THE  VIOLET  PATCH  OF  SOUTH  FLORIDA,  Janice  Stencel- 
President,  450  Mill  Springs  Ln.,  Plantation  33325 
TREASURE  COAST  AVS,  Emily  Jennings-President,  10901  South 
Indian  River  Drive,  Ft.  Pierce  34982 
UPPER  PINELLAS  AVS,  Jean  Marie  Ross-President,  44 1  Hadley 
Dr.,  Palm  Harbor  34683 

GEORGIA 

AVC  OF  GREATER  ATLANTA,  Joan  Cumpton-President,  4086 
Brownlee  Dr.,  Fucher  30084 

FIRST  SAINTPAULIA  SOC.,  Mrs.  Blanche  Woodward-President, 
3763  Citation  Dr.,  Decatur  30034 
GEORGIA  AV  JUDGES  SOCIETY,  Mrs.  Ellie  Jordan- President, 
1 745  East  Main  St.,  Royston  30662 
GEORGIA  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWERS  CLUB,  Joan  Cumpton- 
President,  219  Sunset  Dr.,  Warner  Robins  31088 
GEORGIA  STATE  AV  COUNCIL,  Laura  Walker-President,  562 
Montaigne,  Stone  Mountain  30083 
HIGH  HOPES  VC  OF  SOUTH  ATLANTA,  Kathleen  Peters- 
President,  8759  East  Bourne  Dr.,  Jonesboro  30236 
MIDDLE  GEORGIA  AVS,  Jeanette  Causey-President,  315  Donna 
Dr.,  Warner  Robins  31088 

TARA  AVC,  Shelby  Dixon-President,  95  Ridgecrest  Dr., 
Stockbridge  30281 

HAWAII 

AVS  OF  HAWAII,  Helen  Ackell-President,  1088  Bishop  St. 
#3011,  Honolulu  96813 


IOWA 

CEDAR  VALLEY  VIOLET  CLUB,  Joanne  Milius-President,  2222 
260th  St.,  Denver  50622 

EVENING  AVC/DES  MOINES,  Deb  Oelmann-President,  303  Park 
Ave.,  Box  434,  DOWS  50071 

QUAD  CITIES  AVS,  John  Jugenheimer-President,  1 1 05  W.  1 7th 
St.,  Davenport  52804 

ILLINOIS 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  FANCIERS  INC.,  Florise  M.  Hogan-President, 
1220  31  Street,  Rockford  61108 

AVS  OF  NOTHERN  ILL.,  Adelle  Johnson-President,  4901  N. 
Ozanam  Ave.,  Norridge  60656 

BARRINGTON  BLOOMERS  AVS,  Judy  Reinwald-President,  328 
Spruce  St.,  Glenview  60025 

EVENING  BLOOMERS  AVS,  Virginia  Zierke-President,  3004  N. 
Western,  Peoria  61604 

EXHIBITORS  AVS,  Shirley  M.  Guenther-President,  7812  Linder, 
Morton  Grove  60053 

FORT  MASSAC  AVS,  Hazel  D.  Helm-President,  Route  1,  Grand 
Chain  62941 

GLENVIEW/NORTH  SHORE  AVS,  Barbara  Goodsell-President, 
429  Cherry  Ln.,  Glenview  60025 

ILLINOIS  AVS  INC.,  Janice  Bruns-President,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park  60103 

LAKE  SHORE  AVS,  Patsy  Harms,  2133  Crawford  Ave.,  Evanston 
60201 

MARGARET  SCOTT  AVS,  Monica  Richison-President,  RR2,  Box 
442,  Danville,  61832 

METROPOLITAN  AVS  OF  PEORIA,  Jo  Ann  Johnson-President, 
1715  North  California,  Peoria  61603 

NORTHERN  ILL.  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY,  Darlene  Thompson- 
President,  2243  S.  16th  Ave.,  Broadview  60153 

ROCKFORD  AVC,  Florise  M.  Hogan-President,  1220  -  31st  Street, 
Rockford  61108 

SUBURBAN  AV  ENTHUSIASTS,  Lydia  Driskell-President, 
14011  Claire  Blvd.,  Robbins  60472 

TWIN  CITIES  AVS,  Elizabeth  A.  Welch-President,  909  East 
Chestnut,  Bloominton  61701 

WISCONSIN  COUNCIL  OF  AV  CLUBS,  Joe  Bruns-President, 
1220  Stratford  Ln.,  Hanover  Pk  60103 

INDIANA 

HOOSIER  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY,  Judi  Neust-President, 
524  East  1000  So.,  Kouts  46347 

INDIANA  STATE  AVC,  Judi  Neust-President,  524  East  1000  So., 
Kouts  46347 

KIMBERLY  AVC,  Margaret  Secor-President,  5829  N.  Dearborn, 
Indianapolis  46220 

METRO  AFRICAN  AVIOLET  CLUB,  Mary  Lou  Steiner-President, 
1724  N.  Layman  Ave.,  Indianapolis  46218 

KANSAS 

BRIGHT  PETALS  AVC,  Mr.  Alvin  Otte-President,  3218  25th  St., 
Great  Bend  67530 

LAWRENCE  AVC,  Walter  Murphy-President,  4029  Crossgate  Ct., 
Lawrence  66047 

MANHATTAN  AVS,  Mrs.  Betty  Love-President,  2508  Rogers 
Blvd.,  Manhattan  66502 

MID-AMERICA  AVS,  Patricia  Richards-President,  15105 
Seminole  Dr.,  Olathe  66062 

TOPEKA  AVS,  Cindy  Keen-President,  7332  SW  33rd,  Topeka 
66614 

WICHITA  AV  STUDY  CLUB,  Beth  Reisman-President,  1506  Blue 
Sage  Cir.,  Wichita  67230 

KENTUCKY 

A.V.  SOCIETY  OF  KENTUCKIANA,  Michael  Israel-President, 
2047  Sherwood  Ave.  Apt.  #2,  Louisville  40205 
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LOUISIANA 

ALEXANDRIA  AVS,  Jane  Pippini-President,  9996  Hwy.  165, 
Forest  Hill  71430 

ATCHAFALAYA  VS  OF  AMERICA,  Y.  George  Ramirez- 
President,  1620  Willowbend  Dr.,  Morgan  City  70380 
BATON  ROUGE  AVS,  Mrs.  Ruth  Jones-President,  14101  Florida 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge  70819 

JEFFERSON  AV  ASSOCIATION,  Genelle  Armstrong-President, 
1313  Gardenia  Dr.,  Metairie  70005 
LAFAYETTE  AVC,  Mrs.  Nancy  Hagerman-President,  605  Alice 
Dr.,  Lafayette  70503 

LOUISIANA  CNCL.  OF  AV  JDGS.  &  GROWERS,  Denise 
Lindsley-President,  7734  Wimbledon,  Baton  Rouge  70810 
RAYNE  AVS,  Leora  Peres-President,  220  S.  Polk  St.,  Rayne 
70578 

SUNDOWNERS  AVS,  Masy  McFarland-President,  745  Parlange 
Dr.,  Baton  Rouge  70805 

THE  VERBEAU  AVC,  Eileen  Stannard-President,  122  Powell  Dr., 
Leesville  71446 

TOP  CHOICE  AVS,  Ruby  Parker-President,  6229  Trailwood 
Terrace,  Shreveport  71119 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ALL  SEASONS  AVC,  Mrs.  Sylvia  R.  Feldman-President,  11 
Hilldale  Rd.,  Ashland  01721 

BAY  STATE  AVS,  Ruth  Warren-President,  P.O.  Box  3664,  Fall 
River  02720 

PATRIOTS  AVS,  John  Montague-President,  5  Windsor  Ter, 
Waltham  02154 

THE  QUANNAPOWITT  AVC,  Charles  Dew-President,  9 
Sherwood  Rd.,  Melrose  02176 

MARYLAND 

BALTIMORE  AVC,  Susan  Barbi-President,  1809  View  Top  Ct., 
Annapolis  21401 

MID-ATLANTIC  AVS,  Diane  Richardson-President,  9207 
Ravenwood  Road,  Baltimore  21237 
POTOMAC  CNCL.  OF  AV  JUDGES,  Janet  Haag-President,  524 
Murdock  Rd.,  Baltimore  21212 

SUGARLOAF  MOUNTAIN  VIOLET  SOCIETY,  Ardrea  Burrell- 
President,  1937  Lyttonsville  Road,  Silver  Springs  20910 

MICHIGAN 

BORDER  CITIES  AVC,  Robert  Smith-President,  6160  Old  Orchard, 
Bloomfield  48301 

MICHIGAN  STATE  AVS,  Mrs.  Carole  Smith-President,  6160  Old 
Orchard,  Bloomfield  48301 

MINNESOTA 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  STUDY  GROUP,  Genevieve  Zondlo-President, 
3326  Lincoln  St.  NE,  Minneapolis  55418 
AVS  OF  MINNESOTA,  Palma  Trapp-President,  1  Indian  Hills  Dr., 
Circle  Pines  55014 

JUDGES  COUNCIL  OF  MINNESOTA,  Dolores  Harrington- 
President,  1620  Gardena  Ave.,  Fridley  55432 
LAKE  AREA  VIOLET  GROWERS,  Kathy  Metzger-President, 
9475  96th  St.  N.,  White  Bear  Lake  55110 
NORTH  STAR  AV  COUNCIL,  Sharon  Johnson-President,  6657 
East  Shadow  Lake  Dr.,  Lino  Lakes  55014 
THE  VIKING  VIOLETTES,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Wholferd-President, 
9475  96th  N.  Grant  Township,  White  Bear  55115 


IVUSSOURI 

AMETHYST  AVC,  Mrs.  Carolyn  Burr-President,  910  Almond  Hill 
Ct.,  Manchester  63021 

GATEWAY  AFRICAN  VIOLET  CLUB,  Gary  Dunlap-President, 
4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro  63050 


HEART  OF  MISSOURI  AVS,  Qunnah  Anderson-President,  10802 
Bozarth  Lane,  Columbia  65255 

HI  HOPES  AVC,  Helen  Scheman-President,  5138  Waldo,  St.  Louis 
63123 

INNER  CITY  AVS,  Virginia  Hamilton-President,  7  Carole  Ln., 
Frontenac  63131 

LE  CHATEAU  AVC,  Mrs.  H.L.  Holt-President,  128  Linden 
Avenue,  St.  Louis  63117 

M  K  O  DYN-A-MITE  AVS,  Doris  Carson,  President  1 702  Joplin, 
Joplin  64804 

METROPOLITAN  ST.  LOUIS  AV  COUNCIL,  Carolyn  Burr- 
President,  910  Almond  Hill  Ct.,  Manchester  63021 

MISSOURI  VALLEY  AV  COUNCIL,  Linda  Golubski-President, 
1416  A  St.,  Blue  Springs  64015 

NORMANDY  AVC,  Margaret  Easches-President,  35  St.  Walter  Ln., 
Florissant  63031 

SHO-ME  AVC,  Sandy  Burns-President,  6801  E.  Bannister  Rd., 
Kansas  City  64134 

SPRINGFIELD  CHPTR.  OF  AVS,  Hazel  Hutchinson-President,  RR 
3,  Box  477,  Willard  65781 

ST.  LOUIS  AV  JUDGES  COUNCIL,  Mrs.  Virginia  Hamilton- 
President,  7  Carole  Lane,  Frontenac  63131 

THE  PIED  PIPERS  CLUB,  Mrs.  Hedy  Gershman-President,  #1 
LynneCourt,  St.  Louis  63132 

THE  UNPREDICTABLE’S  AVS,  Wilma  Wolverrton-President, 
8505  S.  Karr,  Grain  Valley  64029 

WEST  COUNTY  AVC,  Ginger  Kuenneke-President,  628  Forest 
Leaf,  Ballwin  6301 1 

MISSISSIPPI 

HATTIESBURG  AVC,  Mrs.  R.D.  Herring-President,  P.  0.  Box  464, 
Petal  39465 

MONTANA 

BILLINGS  BLOOMERS  AVS,  Mary  Restad-President,  2541  Clark 
Ave.,  Billings  59102 

ROUNDUP  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY,  Daphne  Brown- 
President,  21  Eleventh  Ave.,  Roundup  59072 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

AVS  OF  CHARLOTTE,  Betty  Garland-President,  8112  Deerhorn 
Ct.,  Charlotte  28227 

FIRST  GOLDSBORO  AVS,  Frances  L.  Deans-President,  109 
Longxiew  Dr.,  Goldsboro  27534 

TRIANGLE  A.V.S.,  Libbie  Glenbocki-President,  103  Downing  Pi. 
Apex  27502 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Town  &  Country  AVC,  Margaret  Holbach-President,  RR  2,  Box 
11,  Minot  58701 

NEBRASKA 

HAPPY  HOURS  VIOLET  CLUB,  Dorothy  Elliot-President,  RR.  2, 
Box  81,  Tekamah  68061 

LINCOLN  AVS,  Susan  Schoneweis-President,  3446  S.  Street, 
Lincoln  68503 

OMAHA  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY,  Paul  Evans-President, 
1604  N.  58th  St.,  Omaha  68104 

NEW  JERSEY 

AV  CLUB  OF  BURLINGTON  COUNTY,  Mrs.  Susan  Arnao- 
President,  340  Glenwood  Drive,  Burlingtono  08016 

AVC  OF  MORRIS  COUNTY,  Jill  Fischer-President,  59  Riverbend 
Rd.,  Berkley  Heights  07922 

AVS  OF  NORTH  JERSEY,  Bob  Kurzynski-President,  270 
Washington  Ave.,  Clifton  0701 1 

BERGEN  COUNTY  AVS,  Mrs.  Lee  Borey-President,  251  Vista 
View  Dr.,  Mahwah  07430 
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CENTRAL  JERSEY  AVS,  Janice  Murasko-President,  95  Connolly 
Dr.,  Milltown  08850 

NEW  JERSEY  CNCL/AV  JUDGES,  Rebecca  Johnson-President, 
345  Roosevelt  Lane,  Kenilworth  07033 

UNION  COUNTY  CHAPTER  AVS,  Ms.  Christine  Brenner- 
President,  17  Farmingdale  Rd.,  East  Brunswick  08816 

NEW  MEXICO 

ALBUQUERQUE  AVC,  Ruth  Longmire-President,  8600  Summer 
Ave.  NE,  Albuquerque  87112 

LIGHT  HEARTED  AVC,  Agatha  Garrison,  HCR  1,  Box  35-A, 
Estancia  87016 

PASA  TIEMPO  AVC,  Mrs.  Margaret  Browne-President,  389  El 
Conejo,  Los  Alamos  87544 

SAINTPAULIA  SOCIETY  OF  SANTA  FE,  Gary  Wells-President, 
P.O.  Box  22391,  Santa  Fe  87502 

NEVADA 

GROWERS  STUDY  GUILD,  Dawn  Hill-President,  6246 
Guadalupe,  Las  Vegas  89108 

RENO-SPARKS  AVS,  Mrs.  Carol  J.  Mark-President,  1823  Fairlie 
Court,  Sparks  89431 

THE  FIRST  AFRICAN  VIOLET  CLUB,  Laverne  Hysell-President, 
1202  Arrowhead  Avenue,  Las  Vegas  89106 

NEW  YORK 

AVS  OF  ALBANY,  Dorothy  Raymond-President,  1379  Van 
Hoesen  Rd.,  Castleton  12033 

AVS  OF  GREATER  NEW  YORK,  Rosemary  Coyle-President,  86- 
24  77  St.,  Woodhaven  11421 

AVS  OF  STATEN  ISLAND,  Vincent  Cardinale-President,  26 
Toddy  Ave.,  Staten  Island  10314 

AVS  OF  SYRACUSE,  Barbara  W.  Ellison-President,  Rd.  4,  Box 
330,  Central  Sq.  13036 

AVS  OF  WESTERN  NEW  YORK,  Paul  F.  Kroll-President,  4325 
Two  Rod  Rd.,  East  Aurora  14052 

CAPITAL  DISTRICT  AVS,  Margaret  Califano-President,  72 
Glendale  Ave.,  Latham  12110 

COPPER  CITY  AVS,  Nancy  Manning-President,  7633  Oriskany 
Rd.,  Rome  13440 

HERITAGE  AVS  OF  LONG  ISLD.,  Robert  Kustek-President,  12 
Baxter  Avenue,  New  Hyde  Park  11040 

HUDSON  HIGHLANDS  AVS,  Mary  L.  Miller-President,  P.O.  Box 
104,  Wappinger  FAlls  12590 

JAMESTOWN  AVC,  Mrs.  Jean  Olson-President,  215  Camp  St., 
Jamestown  14701 

LONG  ISLAND  AVS,  Mrs.  Helene  Goldstein-President,  381  North 
Forest  Ave.,  Rockville  Centre  11570 

MARK  TWAIN  AVS,  Mrs.  Norma  Griffith-President,  3199  Sing 
Sing  Rd.,  Horsehads  14845 

NEW  YORK  CITY  AVS,  Paula  McDonald-President,  250  W.  85th 
Street,  New  York  10024 

NEW  YORK  STATE  COUNCIL  OF  AV  JUDGES,  Irwin  Wagman- 
President,  52  Harper  Dr.,  Pittsford  14534 

PAUMANOK  AVS,  Marilyn  Heinrich-President,  7  Ellsworth  PL, 
East  Northport  11731 

SAINTPAULIA  SOCIETY  OF  LONG  ISLAND,  Edward  Bradford- 
President,  8525  86th  St.,  Woodhaven  11421 

OHIO 

AV  JUDGE’S  COUNCIL  OF  OHIO,  Linda  Owens-President,  1762 
Stemwood  Drive,  Columbus  43228 

AVS  OF  CANTON,  Carolyn  Copeland-President,  2476  Broadway 
Ave.  New,  Easton  Canton  44730 

AVS  OF  DAYTON,  Anne  Thomas-President,  3155  Countryside 
Ln.,  Miamisburg  45342 

CINCINNATI  AVS,  Sharon  E.  Holtzman-President,  6971 
Olentangy  Ln.,  Cincinnati  45244 

COLUMBUS  AVS,  Janice  Beatty-President,  900  Kenwyn  Court, 
Columbus  43220 


GYPSY  AVC,  Nanc  Stigler-President,  212  E.  North  St.,  West 
Manchester  45382 

OHIO  STATE  AVS,  Mary  Martin-President,  1807  Baldridge  Rd., 
Columbus  43221 

PARMATOWN  AVC,  Mrs.  Martha  Bell-President,  5974  Boston 
Rd.,  Columbia  Station  44028 

SPRINGFIELD  AVC,  Margaret  Large-President,  1800  Ballentine 
Pike,  Springfield  45502 

SUNSET  AVS,  Susan  Miller-President,  14240  Mohler  Rd.,  Liberty 
Center  43532 

TOWN  &  COUNTRY  AVS,  Mrs.  Anthony  Morabito-President, 
7057  Brightwood  Dr.,  Painesville  44077 
TRI-CITY  AVS,  Mrs.  James  (Sue)  Casteele-President,  753  Windsor 
Road,  Troy  45373 

VIOLETS  &  FRIENDS  CLUB,  Mrs.  Norma  Bradney-President, 
1104  Anderson,  Piqua  45356 

OKLAHOMA 

AVS  OF  GREATER  TULSA,  Rose  Howlett-President,  4916  East 
38th  PL,  Tulsa  74135 

GREEN  COUNTRY  AV  STUDY  CLUB,  Mar>'  E.  Hill-President, 
1 1 15  S.  129  E.  Ave.,  Tulsa  74108 
LAWTON  AVS,  Patsy  Worthen-President,  7  North  27th,  Lawton 
73505 

OREGON 

PORTLAND  AVS,  Charlotte  Smith,  3135  SE  81  Ave.,  Portland 
97206 

PENNSYLVANIA 

AVS  OF  CENTRAL  PENNSYLVANIA,  Susan  Shields  Fye- 
President,  156  Hillview  Ave.,  State  College  16801 
AVS  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  Kurt  Eckard-President,  453  Seville  St., 
Philadelphia  19128 

AVS  OF  SPRINGFIELD,  Judi  Criswell-President,  1105  E.  Darby 
Rd.,  Havertown  19083 

HAPPY  HOUR  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY,  Mrs.  Alice  Burd- 
President,  801  Ridge  Pike,  Lafayette  Hill  19444 
PITTSBURGH  VS,  Marion  Parker-President,  108  Applewood  Dr., 
Gibsonia  15044 

TRISTATE  AV  COUNCIL,  Bill  Lyons-President,  38  Indian  Creek 
Dr.,  Levittown  19057 

RHODE  ISLAND 

MOBY  DICK  AVC,  Susan  Gimblet-President,  10  Kenyon  Rd., 
Tiverton  02878 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

COLUMBIA  AVS,  Mrs.  Marion  B.  Robinson-President,  179  St. 

Davids  Church  Rd.,  West  Columbia  29170 
FIRST  AVS  OF  SPARTANBURG,  Nina  R.  Williams-President, 
623  Switzer  Green  Pond  Rd.,  Woodruff  29388 
FLOWERTOWN  VIOLET  CLUB,  Mrs.  Uldene  Short-President, 
100  Dorsetshire  Downs,  Summersville  29483 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

SOUTH  DAKOTA  AVC,  Mrs.  Miriam  Greene-President,  2008  S. 
Blauvelt  Ave.,  Sioux  Falls  57105 

TENNESSEE 

BLUFF  CITY  AVC,  Marian  Zoller-President,  4815  Oaklane  Cove 
North,  Arlington  38002 

MEMPHIS  AVS,  Iona  Pair-President,  3578  Country  Lane  Cove, 
Memphis  38133 

MID-SOUTH  AVS,  Dale  Monnard-President,  3581  Lynchburg, 
Memphis  38135 

TENNESSEE  VALLEY  AVC,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Cogswell-President, 
7994  Deerfield  Way,  La  Follette  37766 
VOLUNTEER  STATE  AV  COUNCIL,  Mrs.  Peggy  Adamson- 
President,  1613  Hampton  St.,  Nashville  37207 
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TEXAS 

ALPHA  AVS  OF  DALLAS,  Mr.  Ron  Davidson-President,  13176 
FM  1895,  Kemp  75143 

AV  CLUB  OF  GALVESTON,  Mrs.  Althea  Grossman-President, 
2214  -  72nd  St,  Galveston  77551 

AV  STUDY  CLUB  OF  HOUSTON,  Marilyn  Hall-President,  5905 
Imogene  St,  Houston  77074 

AVS  OF  BEAUMONT,  Mrs.  Betty  Brenning-President,  Rt.  3,  Box 
28,  Carpenter  Rd.,  77713 

AVS  OF  WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  Naomi  Nolan-President,  1206 
Prairie  Lea,  Brenham  77833 

BAY  AREA  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY,  Verna  Lawrence-President, 
625  Shady  Lawn,  Laporte  77571 

CENTRAL  TEXAS  JUDGES  CNCL.,  Gerri  Goins-President,  11030 
Silkwood  Dr.,  Houston  77031 

CORPUS  CHRISTI  AVS,  Elizabeth  Riggle-President,  54 1  Harrison, 
Corpus  Christi  78404 

FIRST  ARLINGTON  AVS,  Charlene  B.  Homath-President,  6214 
Summergrove  Dr.,  Arlington  76017 

FIRST  AVS  OF  DALLAS,  Martha  Turner-President,  P.O.  Box 
29727,  Dallas  75229 

FIRST  AVS  OF  DENTON,  Eunice  D.  Curry-President,  617 
Mimosa,  Denton  76201 

FIRST  AVS  OF  WICHITA  FALLS,  Allene  Peek-President,  Rt.  1 , 
Box  17,  Bellevue  76228 

FIRST  NIGHTER  AVS,  Mrs.  Cathy  Scheel-President,  2616  Oak 
Grove  Dr.,  Plano  75074 

FORT  WORTH  AVS,  Mrs.  Virginia  Linson-President,  326  Drexel 
Dr.,  Grapevine  76051 

FOUR  SEASONS  AVC,  Sandra  McDaniel-President,  3549 
Memorial  Blvd.,  Port  Arthur  77640 

GREEN  THUMB  AVS/SAN  ANTONIO,  Mary  Wiley-President, 
P.O.  Box  11,  Stockdale  78160 

LONE  STAR  AV  COUNCIL,  Gerri  Goins-President,  11030 
Silkwood  Dr.,  Houston  77031 

LUBBOCK  AVS,  Garland  Fewell-President,  2603  40th  St., 
Lubbock  79413 

MAGIC  KNIGHT  AVS,  Janey  Reddell-President,  2401  Cedar  Ln., 
Schertz  78154 

MARSHALL  AVS,  Mrs.  Billy  B.  Shoemaker-President,  P.O.  Box 
966,  Marshall  75671 

NASA  AREA  AVS,  Onalee  McEwen-President,  18103  Barbuda 
Ln.,  Houston  77058 


NORTH  TEXAS  AV  JUDGES  COUNCIL,  Mrs.  Velma  Lewis- 
President,  6309  Firth  Rd.,  Ft.  Worth  76116 

OFFICE  VIOLETS  AND  LUNCH,  Joyce  Stenger-President,  555 
Forge  River  Rd.  Ste.  100,  Webster  77598 

SPRING  BRANCH  AVC,  Meredith  Hall-President,  922  E.  14th  St., 
Houston  77009 

VALLEY  AVS,  Monique  Merrifield-President,  2920  N.  Cynthia, 
McAllen  78501 

VICTORIA  AVS,  Cathy  Fojtik-President,  702  Dove,  Victoria  77901 

VIRGINIA 

LYNNHAVEN  AVS,  Sandi  Flora-President,  8019  Baywood  Dr., 
Norfolk  23518 

OLD  DOMINION,  Carol  Wellbaum,  9188  Forest  Breeze  Ct., 
Springfield  22152 

RICHMOND  AVS,  William  Schmidt-President,  500  Danray  Dr., 
Richmond  23227 

THE  TIDEWATER  AVS,  Susan  Hoffman-President,  801  N.  Villier 
Ct.,  Virginia  Beach  23452 

WASHINGTON 

LONGVIEW  AVC,  Virginia  Bailey-President,  103  John  St.,  Kelsa 
98626 

SAINTPAULIA  SOC.  OF  TACOMA,  Mark  Davidson-President 
1022  S.  1 13  St.,  Tacoma  98444 

WISCONSIN 

CROSSTOWN  AVC,  Mrs.  Darleen  Shillinglaw-President,  Route  1, 
Waunakee  53597 

GREEN  BAY  AREA  AVS,  Nancy  Barry-President,  2533  Memorial 
Drive,  Green  Bay  54303 

MILWAUKEE  AVS,  Mickey  Eberle-President,  N93  W17229, 
Devonwood  Rd.,  Menomonee  Falls  53051 

OSHKOSH  VIOLET  SOCIETY,  Cathy  Heider-President,  4132  S. 
Spring  Rd.,  Omro  54963 

RAINBOW  VIOLETEERS,  Ray  Collins-President,  4048  S.  2nd  St. 
E,  Milwaukee  53207 

WAUKESHA  VIOLETEERS,  Ariene  Garvens-President,  S.  62  W. 
23154  Townline  Rd.,  Waukesha  53186 

WYOMING 

THE  SHERIDAN  AVC,  Mary  Ann  Bonnet-President,  1313 
Victoria,  Sheridan  82801 
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1995  AVSA  Commercial  Members 


(Editor’s  Note:  This  is  the  Commercial  List  as  reported  from  the 
AVSA  Office.  Please  notify  Cindy  Chatelain,  AVSA  Office  Manager, 
2375  North,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  if  there  are  any  questions  or 
corrections.) 

INTERNATIONAL 

CANADA 

ACA’S  VIOLET-TREE,  John  Brownlie,  600  Silvercreek  Blvd.  80, 
Mississauga,  Ontario  L5A  2B4 

DUSTY’S  HYBRID  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Box  56538, 
Woodbridge,  Ontario  L4L  8V3 

LES  VIOLETTES  NATALIA,  Natalie  Pineault,  124  CH  Grapes, 
Sawyerville,  Quebec  JOB  3 AO 

TAPPING’S  SOIL,  Bud  Tapping,  3-1750  The  Queensway  #305, 
Etobicoke,  Ontario  M9C  5H5 

VIOLET  BOUTIQUE,  Patricia  Orme,  40  Pellan  Cres,  Kanata, 
Ontario  K2K  1J5 

HONG  KONG 

PAULINE  WONG,  Rm.  1601  16/F  Fonda  Md.  Bldg.,  37  39  Au  Piu 
Wan  St.  Fotan  Shatin  N.T. 

JAPAN 

GARDEN  CENTER  YOKOYAMA,  N-4  E-4  Chuo-ku,  Sapporo 
060,  Hokkaido 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

MRS.  C.C.  (JOAN)  HALFORD,  P.O.  Box  910-041,  Pyramid, 
Transvaal  0120 

TAIWAN 

LUN  TUNG,  Fu-Shin  South  Rd.  Section  2,  Lane  210  No.  15  Tapei 

UNITED  STATES 
ALASKA 

MRS.  HELEN  KRUMREY,  6609  East  12th,  Anchorage  99504 
ARLENE  LACOSS,  3831  Truro  Dr.,  Anchorage  99507 
LUCY  MOODY,  P.O.  Box  670370,  Chugiak  99567 
BEVERLY’S  VIOLETS,  Mrs.  Beverly  Hendricks,  4178  Apollo 
Drive,  Anchorage  99504 

PLANTAMINS  INC.,  Marion  Stirrup,  P.O.  Box  1694,  Kodiak 
99615 

ARIZONA 

MRS.  BARBARA  FULLER,  409  S.  Kenyon,  Tucson  85710 
DOTTIE’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Dorothy  Greer,  7462  E.  Desert 
Aire,  Tucson  85730 

DR.  B’S  DIGS,  Dr.  Barbara  Vanderleest,  P.  0.  Box  733,  Carefree 
85377 

KACHINA  AV  AND  SUPPLIES,  Mark  R.  Lort,  15818  N.  52nd 
Street,  Scottsdale  85254 

CALIFORNIA 

LESLIE  JONES,  P.O.  Box  839,  Yreka  96097 
MARGARET  G.  McCANNE,  1420  Oxford  Ave.,  Claremont  91711 
DIANE  MENDOZA,  160  N  Montgomery  Street,  San  Jose  95110 
ARNOLD  W.  MUELLER,  1522  Sunset  Dr.  Vista  92083 
MELVIN  J.  ROBEY,  53-400  Eisenhower  Dr.,  La  Quinta  92253 
AV  ENTERPRISES  PRESS,  Pauline  Bartholomew,  P.O.  Box 
6778,  Oxnard  93030 

DYNA-GRO  CORP.,  1065  Broadway  Ave.,  San  Pablo  93806 
GREENTREES,  2464  S  Santa  Fe  Ave.,  Vista  92084 
MIGHTY  MINIS,  Jean  Stokes,  7318  Sahara  Ct.,  Sacramento  95828 
OYAMA  PLANTERS  INC.,  George  C.  Oyama,  The  Carlisle,  1450 
Post  St.  #1008,  San  Francisco  94109 
PATCHES  &  POTS,  Jim  Buchanan,  P.O.  Box  1329,  El  Cajon 
92022 

PHLOGISTICS,  Florence  Naylor,  P.O.  Box  1411,  Ventura  93002 


SOUTHLAND  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Danyl  Hoover,  1812  W. 
Southgate,  Fullerton  92633 

SUNNYSIDE  PLANTS,  Mr.  Dave  Stearns,  P.O.  Box  10370, 
Salinas  93912 

THE  VELVET  LEAF,  Lynn  Lombard,  1407  Calle  Espana,  San 
Dimas  91773 

THE  VIOLET  EDGE,  Rhoda  Prochaska,  4869  S.  Bradley  Rd.,  Ste. 
18  B  235,  Santa  Maria  93455 

VIOLET  TENDER,  George  Houghton,  P.O.  Box  1059,  Durham 
95938 

VIOLETS  COLLECTIBLE,  Jeani  Hatfield,  1571  Wise  Rd.,  Lincoln 
95648 

ZACA  VISTA  NURSERY,  A.D.  Stephens,  1190  Alamo  Pintado 
Rd.,  Solvang  93463 

COLORADO 

CATHERINE  BALLIU,  10927  W.  103rd  Cir.,  Westminster  80021 
THE  VIOLET  SHOWCASE,  Douglas  Crispin,  3147  S.  Broadway, 
Englewood  80110 

CONNECTICUT 

BUELL’S  GREENHOUSES  INC.,  Mr.  Albert  H.  Buell,  P.O.  Box 
218,  11  Weeks  Road,  Eastford  06242 
VERILUX  INC.,  P.O.  Box  2937,  Stanford  06906 

FLORIDA 

SANDRA  WILLIAMS,  102  9th  St.  E,  Tierra  Verde  33715 
ANDREW’S  VIOLETS  ‘N’  THINGS,  Linda  Andrews,  2801 
Frontier  Dr.,  Kissimmee  34744 

ARLENE'S  VIOLETS  &  CACTI.,  Arlene  Alexander,  Box  213 
Turkey  Creek,  Alachua  32615 

B  LEAVES,  Bob  L.  Green,  997  Botany  Lane,  Rockledge  32955 
CHIMERAS  FROM  CAROLINE,  Caroline  Boyer,  8652  Savory 
Drive,  Orlando  32825 

DAISY  FARM  INC.,  Carol  Palmer,  9995  S.W.  66th  St.,  Miami 
33173 

DUVAL’S  VIOLETS  AND  CRAFTS,  Ann  L.  Duval,  8401  Briese 
Lane,  Pensacola  32514 

LAKE  GIBSON  FFA,  Kathy  Nawlin,  6901  N.  Socrum  Loop, 
Lakeland  33809 

SEMRAU'S  PLANT  HOUSE,  Kathleen  Semaru,  14585  101st  St., 
Fellsmere  32948 

SUNSHINE  GROWERS  SUPPLY  INC.,  Hope  Lumis,  4760  Taylor 
Rd.,  Exit  28  1-75,  Punta  Gorda  33950 
THE  ERNST  NURSERY,  221  SE  70th  St.,  Gainesville  32601 
THE  VIOLET  HOUSE,  Donna  Rice,  P.O.  Box  1274,  Gainesville 
32602 

TRIFLES,  Trudy  Duerstock,  18835  US  Hwy.  19,  Hudson  34667 
VIOLET  CREATIONS,  Jo  Ann  Martinez,  809  Taray  De  Avila, 
Tampa  33613 

VIOLETS  ETC.  INC.,  Bonnie  Schmidlkofer,  1417  Cleveland  St., 
Clearwater  34615 

VIOLETS  FROM  THE  STARRS,  George  B.  Starr,  2602  Graupera 
St.  Pensacola  32507 

GEORGIA 

COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS  ‘N’  THINGS,  Edward  Holst,  P.O.  Box 
4871,  Macon  31208 

PJ’S  VIOLETS,  Joan  Cumpton,  219  Sunset  Dr.,  Warner  Robins 
31088 

TRAVIS  VIOLETS,  Travis  Davis,  P.O.  Box  42,  Ellen  St., 
Ochlocknee  31773 

VIOLETS  BY  BEVERLY,  Helen  Moffatt,  4183  Quinn  Drive,  Evans 
30809 

VIOLETS  GALORE  OF  GEORGIA,  Jim  Wright,  8669  Lake  Dr., 
Lithonia  30058 

W  F  G  &  ASSOC.,  William  Goedecke,  3345  Owens  Brook  Way, 
Kennesaw  30144 
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IOWA 

BLUEBERRY  PLASTIC  MILL  CORP.,  Ralph  Trail,  1515  East 
Euclid  Ave.,  Des  Moines  50313 

MARCIA’S  FLOWERS,  Marcia  Sunderman,  603  East  4th  Street, 
Villisca  50864 

ILLINOIS 

CAROL  J.  KELLGREN,  557  Old  Plank  Rd.,  Naperville  60563 

FLOWERWOOD  INC.,  P.O.  Box  217,  Crystal  Lake  60014 

VIOLETS  BY  JAN,  Janice  A.  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Ln.,  Hanover 
Park  60103 

INDIANA 

HOG  WILD  VIOLETRY,  Judith  Nuest,  524  E.  1000  South,  Routs 
46347 

KANSAS 

BETTY’S  BLOOMERS  BY  BETTY  TAYLOR,  Mrs.  Betty  Taylor, 
52  Eastwood  Dr.,  Hutchinson  67502 

KENTUCKY 

PAPPA’S  VIOLETS,  J.  Martin,  138  Walton  Nicholson  Rd.,  Walton 
41094 

VIOLETS  GALORE,  Paula  Duncan,  68  Oby  Drive,  Independence 
41051 

LOUISIANA 

BAYOU  VIOLETS,  Genelle  Armstrong,  1313  Gardenia  Dr., 
Metairie  70005 

GRO  RITE  ENTERPRISES,  INC.,  2913  Mumphrey  Rd.,  Chalmette 
70043 

MASSACHUSETTS 

CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY,  John  Cook,  28  Minot  Street,  Falmouth 
02540 

INNIS  VIOLETS,  Reuben  Innis,  8  Maddison  Ln.,  Lynnfield  01940 

MARYLAND 

THE  BEHNKE  NURSERIES  CO.,  1 1300  Baltimore  Ave.,  P.O.  Box 
290,  Beltsville  20705 

VIOLET  RAINBOW,  Alice  Bair,  1515  Bachman's  Valley  Rd., 
Westminister  21158 

MAINE 

PRISCILLA  T.  HEMOND,  RED.  #2,  Box  2540,  Mechanic  Falls 
04256 

JVUCHIGAN 

MRS.  LLOYD  (ELIZABETH)  BUCK,  9255  Lake  Pleasant  Rd., 
Clifford  48727 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS  BY  DON  GEISS,  Don  Geiss,  4957  W.  Poverty 
Perch,  Frederic  49733 

BAY  VALLEY  VIOLETS,  Jamie  Christensen,  5305  Nakoma  Dr., 
Midland  48640 

INDOOR  GARDENING  SUPPLIES,  Tina  Havro,  P.O.  Box  40567, 
Detroit  48240 

MINNESOTA 

ALLEGRO  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Barb  Wohlferd,  9475  96th  St.  N, 
White  Bear  Lake,  55115 

MIDLAND  VIOLETS,  Donald  Ness,  3667  Midland  Ave.,  White 
Bear  Lake  55110 

MISSOURI 

ALICE’S  VIOLET  ROOM,  Alice  Pittman,  129  Zeigenbein  Rd., 
Waynesville  65583 

BUTTRAM’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Mr.  J.  David  Buttram,  P.O. 
Box  193,  Independence  64051 

DUNLAP  ENTERPRISES,  Gary  N.  Dunlap,  4189  Jarvis  Rd., 
Hillsboro  63050 

JUDY’S  VIOLETS,  Mrs.  James  Williams,  #9  Graeler  Dr.,  Creve 
Coeur  63146 


SCHULTZ  COMPANY,  14090  River  Port  Dr.,  Maryland  Heights 
63043 

MISSISSIPPI 

H&H  ENTERPRISES,  Mary  V.  Herrington,  Rt.  4,  Box  367, 
Ellisville  39437 

THE  FLOWER  CENTER  NURSERY,  Mrs.  Bobbie  H.  Beard,  3150 
S.  Frontage  Rd.,  Vicksburg  39180 

MONTANA 

BIG  SKY  VIOLETS,  Angelika  Brooks,  10678  Schoolhouse  Lane, 
Moiese  59824 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

BLUEBIRD,  GREENHOUSE,  Elizabeth  Glembocki,  103  Downing 
PL,  Apex  27502 

CAROUSEL  OF  VIOLETS,  Bonnie  N.  Cheek,  1403-C  S.  Stratford 
Rd.,  Winston-Salem  27103 

KATHY'S  VIOLETS,  Katherine  Rickies,  70  Court  Square, 
Mocksville  27028 

VIOLETS  BY  NAN  JEFFERSON,  Nan  K.  Jefferson,  1221  Mardele 
Ln.,  Winston-Salem  27105 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

VALLEY  VIOLETS,  Mary  A.  Olmstead,  1127  Walnut  Street, 
Grand  Forks  58201 

NEBRASKA 

KENT’S  FLOWERS,  Kent  Stork,  2501  E.  23rd  Avenue  S,  Fremont 
68025 

THE  VIOLET  SHOWROOM,  Shannon  Ahlman,  310  N.  Walnut 
St.,  Grand  Island  68801 

NEW  HAMSHIRE 

VIOLETS  BY  TONI,  Lisa  Dimambro,  13  Parker  Ave.,  Raymond 
03077 

NEW  JERSEY 

MASONIC  HOME  OF  NEW  JERSEY,  Ms  Margaret  Abdill,  902 
Jacksonville  Rd.,  Burlington  08016 

NEW  MEXICO 

TOP  OF  THE  MT  GALLERY  &  GREENHOUSE,  Linda  Bailey, 
P.O.  Box  475,  High  Rolls  88325 

NEW  YORK 

EDWARD  JANOSICK,  West  Settlement,  RR  #1 ,  Box  122,  Roxbury 
12474 

RICHARD  M.  WASMUND,  1609  Michigan  Ave.,  Niagara  Falls 
14305 

JOSEPHINE  WELLS,  80  Werkley  Dr.,  Tonawanda  14150 

JAMES  A.  WILDMAN,  JR.,  133  Rosemont  Dr.,  Syracuse  13205 

BARER  GREENHOUSE,  Paul  Davidson,  1113  Herkimer  Rd., 
Utica  13502 

CHAMPIONS  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Mrs.  Duane  L.  Champion, 
8848  Van  Hoesen  Rd.,  Clay  13041 

ENGELS  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SHOP,  Carolyn  Engels,  Box  46,  E. 
Palmyra  14444 

LYNDON  LYON  GREENHOUSES,  INC.  Paul  Sarano,  14  Mutchler 
St.,  Dolgeville  13329 

PLANT  COLLECTIBLES,  Marseille  Luxenberg,  103  Kenview 
Ave.,  Buffalo  14217 

PORCELAIN  PIN,  Lily  Stiel,  46  Bond  Ave.,  Malverne  1 1565 

ROB’S  MINI-O-LETS,  Ralph  Robinson,  P.O.  Box  9,  Naples  14512 

SMITH’S  COUNTRY  COTTAGE  AV’S,  G.T.  Smith,  109  Ogden 
Parma  Tl.  Rd.,  Spencerport  14559 

VIOLET  VENTURE,  Fayanne  B.  Wagman,  52  Harper  Dr.,  Pittsford 
14534 

VIOLETS  BY  APPOINTMENT,  Bill  Paauwe,  45  3rd  St.,  W. 
Sayville  1 1 796 

WESTBURY  GARDENS,  Linda  Head,  4731  Spring  Lake  Rd., 
Wolcott  14590 
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OHIO 

B  &  E  CERAMICS,  Betty  Grant,  10290  Montgomery  Road, 
Cincinnati  45242 

CAROL’S  CRAFTS,  Carol  Sotkiewicz,  2943  No.  109  St.,  Toledo 
43611 

GB  SYSTEMS,  Janet  Bandy,  P.O.  Box  39063,  North  Ridgeville 
44039 

GRANGER  GARDENS,  Jim  Eyerdom,  1060  Wilbur  Rd.,  Medina 
44256 

GREEN  CIRCLE  GROWERS  INC.,  Susan  M.  Stieve,  Plant  2, 
15650  State  Rte.  511,  Oberlin  44074 

MARY'S  PLANTS,  Maiy  Sobezak,  4967  Akron-Cleveland  Rd., 
Peninsula  44264 

VIOLETS  PLUS,  Susan  Miller,  14240  Mohler  Rd.,  Liberty  Center 
43532 

OKLAHOMA 

A  NEW  LEAF  INC.,  Tina  Lynn,  2306  S.  First  Place,  Broken  Arrow 
74012 

J.F.  INDUSTRIES,  Juanita  Freeman,  HCR-65  Box  309-1,  Pryor 
74361 

McCAWLEY’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Edna  R.  McCawley,  1721  S. 
Fulton,  Tulsa  74112 

OREGON 

KERRY’S  VIOLETS,  Karyle  Pasley,  1140  7th  Ave.,  Gold  Hill 
97525 

PACIFIC  NORTHWEST  AV,  David  Alley,  2341  N.  Baker  St., 
McMinnville  97128 

PENNSYLVANIA 

MELODY  HARTMAN,  715  Kames  Hill  Road,  Columbia  17512 

SUSAN  SHIELDS  REIS,  156  Hillview  Ave.,  State  College  16801 

EXCELSIOR  ADVERTISING  INC.,  1 16  C.  West  Airport  Rd.,  Lititz 
17543 

TINARI  GREENHOUSES,  Anne  Tinari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box 
190,  Huntingdon  Valley  19006 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

SOUTH  PLEASANTBURG  NURSERY,  Delores  A.  Hoffman, 
1 135  S.  Pleasantburg  Tl,  Greenville  29605 

TENNESSEE 

HOLTKAMP  GREENHOUSES  INC.,  P.O.  Box  78565,  Nashville 
37207 

RUBY  &  CAROLS  VIOLETS  FOR  ALL  OCC.,  Mrs.  Ruby 
Littlejohn,  3428  Dupre,  Memphis  38115 

TEXAS 

BEVERLY  L.  HATCHER,  890  Chatwood,  Beaumont  77706 


ACREE  CREATIONS,  Yvonne  Acree,  3235  Lockmoor  Ln.,  Dallas 
75220 

AFRICAN  QUEEN,  Margery  L.  Clive,  2351  Ballycastle  Dr.,  Dallas 
75228 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SHOP,  Lenora  Munk,  2015  Bauer  Drive, 
Houston  77080 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS  &  MORE,  Ruth  Hickox,  20634  Marilyn  Ln., 
Spring  77388 

HILL  COUNTRY  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Ken  Froboese,  32005  I.H. 
10  West,  Boerne  78006 

HORTENSE’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Hortense  Pittman,  12406 
Alexandria,  San  Antonio  78233 

JO'S  VIOLETS,  Jo  Anne  Schrimsher,  2205  College  Drive,  Victoria 
77901 

PLEASANT  HILL  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Mrs.  Ruth  Goeke,  Rt.  1, 
Box  73,  Brenham  77833 

ROZELL  ROSE  NURSERY  &  VIOLETS,  Carolyn  Rozell,  12206 
Hwy.  31  West,  Tyler  75709 

SHIRLEY’S  HOUSE  OF  VIOLETS,  Shirley  L.  Sanders,  1034 
Rayburn  Dr.,  San  Antonio  78221 

SWIFTS’,  June  Swift,  P.O.  Box  28012,  Dallas  75228 

TEAS  NURSERY,  Paul  Downs,  4400  Bellaire  Blvd.,  Bellaire 
77401 

THE  VIOLET  ROOM,  Melba  Bradbery,  1406  Burke,  Pasadena 
77502 

VICTORIAN  VIOLETS,  Mary  Alice  Barta,  2209  Travis,  Plano 
75093 

VIOLETS  ’N  GIFTS,  Helen  Payne,  1506  Sugar  Creek  Blvd.,  Sugar 
Land  77478 

VOLKMANN  BROS  GREENHOUSE,  Walter  Volkmann,  2714 
Minert  St.,  Dallas  75219 

VIRGINIA 

A  &  M,  Annamarie  Mays,  6212  Guilford  Dr.,  Alexandria  22310 

VIOLETS  GAILORE,  Gail  Rakes,  3839  Whaleyville  Blvd.,  Suffolk 
23434 

WASHINGTON 

ALLANNAH'S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Alannah  Regan,  3159  Hwy. 
21  N.,  P.O.  Box  10101,  Danville  99121 

HENRYS  PLANT  FARM,  4522  132nd  St.  SF,  Snohomish  98290 

PACIFIC  SLOPE  NURSERIES,  Vern  L.  Walker,  612  Halliday  Rd., 
Centralia  98531 

WISCONSIN 

BELISLE’S  VIOLET  HOUSE,  Marcia  Belisle,  P.O.  Box  111, 
Radisson  54867 

THE  VIOLET  EXPRESS,  Mrs.  Genola  B.  Cox,  1441  Everett  Road, 
Eagle  River  54521 
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Worth  Repeating! 


Let  us  assume  that  the 
natural  light  in  the  living  space 
is  insufficient  to  help  maintain 
the  plants  and  that  artificial  light 
must  be  used.  There  are  so  many 
claims  and  counterclaims 
concerning  the  merits  of  special 
lamps,  the  gardener  is  often  confused 
and  intimidated  from  trying  gardening 
under  lamps.  Gardeners  can  experience 
the  genuine  pleasures  and  challenges. 
Recent  research  in  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  simplified  what  indoor 
gardeners  need  to  know,  equipment  they 
need  to  buy,  and  changes  they  need  to  make 
in  the  environment  to  grow  plants  successfully 
under  lights. 

Light  Sources:  The  most  efficient,  the  most 
widely  available,  and  the  longest  lasting 
fluorescent  lamps  are  cool  white  (CW)  and  warm 
white  (WW).  Most  growth  lamps  age  more  rapidly 
then  CW  or  WW,  thus  the  light  output  diminishes 
rapidly. 

Distance;  Mount  lamps  6  inches  away  from  the 
plants  to  supply  8,000  lux  of  light.  This  intensity  of 
light  is  sufficient  to  sustain  the  growth  of  a  wide  range 
of  plants.  Remember!  When  you  increase  the  distance  of 
the  plant  from  6  to  12  inches,  you  reduce  the  intensity 
in  half  Fluorescent  lamps  mounted  more  than  4  feet 
from  a  plant  do  not  provide  sufficient  light  to  make  it 
worth  the  use  of  it. 

Wattage:  Use  the  most  commonly  available  40 
watt,  4-foot  lamps.  Their  fixtures  (connectors,  ballasts, 
and  reflectors)  are  available  everywhere.  They  are  a 
once  in  a  lifetime  investment. 
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Appearance:  CW  lamps 
tend  to  reduce  the  hue  of  the 
foliage  and  flowers.  WW  lamps 
emphasize  the  warm  colors. 

Growth  lamps  enhance  the  blue 
and  red  region  and  darken  the 
greens. 

Regulation:  Plants  operate 
on  a  24-hour  rhythm.  Use  a  time 
clock  to  regulate  the  12  to  16  hour 
light,  12  to  8  hour  dark  period  and  to 
extend  the  useful  life  of  the  lamps. 

Reflection:  Cover  all 

surrounding  surfaces  with  reflective 
material  such  as  mirrors,  mirrorized  mylar, 
aluminum  foil.  These  surfaces  reflect  97-99 
percent  of  the  light  and  increase  the  light 
available  to  the  plant. 

Leaf  Surfaces:  Dust  which  accumulates 
on  the  surfaces  of  leaves  cuts  down  the  light 
available  to  the  plant,  both  by  reflecting  light  away 
from  the  plant  and  reducing  transmission  of  light 
into  the  leaf  Wash  all  plants  at  monthly  intervals  in 
warm  (90°F)  soapy  water.  Rinse  with  clear  water  and 
dry.  Remove  all  damaged  leaves  and  flowers  to  permit 
light  to  get  to  the  plant. 

Yearly  cycle:  Replace  all  lamps  every  year. 
Even  though  the  lamps  will  light  longer  than  for  1  year, 
the  output  is  greatly  reduced  and  is  an  inefficient  use  of 
electricity.  Schedule  and  replace  lamps  yearly. 

Finally,  explore  locations  in  your  living  space 
where  lamps  will  permit  you  to  add  green  plants  to  your 
decoration.  It  will  become  your  adventure  of  mixing  the 
art  and  the  science  of  gardening. 

AVM,  June  1977 
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continued  from  page  24 
49th  Annual  AVSA  National 
Award  Winners 


2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection 
Optimara  Rose  Quartz,  Optimara  Little  Pearl,  Optimara  Little  Fluorite 

Betty  Tapping 

DESIGN 


Best  In  Design 

2nd  Best  In  Design 

Sweepstakes  in  Design 

Sweepstakes  Runner-up  in  Design 

Best  Container  Garden 

Best  Interpretive  Plant  Arrangement 

Best  Interpretive  Flower  Arrangement 


Best  Affiliate  Yearbook 


2nd  Best  Affiliate  Yearbook 
3rd  Best  Affiliate  Yearbook 


4th  Best  Affiliate  Yearbook 


Best  Affiliate  Newsletter 


2nd  Best  Affiliate  Newsletter 


Best  Affiliate  Magazine 


2nd  Best  Affiliate  Magazine 


“Meet  Me  at  the  Planetarium” 
“Meet  Me  At  the  Soulard  Market” 
8  Blue  Ribbons 
6  Blue  Ribbons 
“Meet  Me  at  Forest  Park” 

“Meet  Me  at  Soulard  Market” 
“Meet  Me  at  the  Planetarium” 

AFFILIATE  PUBLICATIONS 


Bob  Green 
Joyce  Stenger 
Fran  Russom 
Bob  Green 
Jane  Rexilius 
Joyce  Stenger 
Bob  Green 


Mid- America  AVS 
Esther  Edwards  Wells,  Editor 
Pat  Richards,  Pres. 

Paumanok  AVS 

Marilyn  Heinrich,  Editor  &  Pres. 

AVS  of  Pensacola 
Charline  Sims,  Editor 
Joe  Watts,  President 
Jefferson  AV  Association 
Debbie  Gainey,  Editor 
Genelle  Armstrong,  Pres. 

Ventura  County  AVS 
Madaline  Whittaker,  Editor 
Susan  Schorr,  Pres. 

Pomona  Valley  AVS 
Iris  Keating,  Editor 
Faye  Shirley,  Pres. 

The  California  Council  News 

Cathy  Comibe,  Editor 

Floyd  Lawson,  Pres,  of  AVC  of  So.  CA 

Anne  Jantzen,  Pres,  of  No.  CA  Council  of 

AV  Societies 

The  Dixie  News 

Ken  Barbi,  Editor 

Genelle  Armstrong,  Pres. 


continued  from  page  13 

Winning  Personalities  Pat  Richards 

Olathe,  KS 


PAT  RICHARDS,  of  Olathe,  KS,  has  the 
distinction  of  winning  SWEEPSTAKES  IN  AMATEUR 
HORTICULTURE  at  both  the  AVSA  National  Show  in 
1994,  and  this  year’s  show  in  St.  Louis.  In  1994  Pat 
won  with  65  blue  ribbons,  and  this  year  outdid  herself 
with  an  amazing  103  blue  ribbons!  In  addition  to 
SWEEPSTAKES,  Pat  won  3rd  BEST  IN  SHOW,  2nd 
BEST  AVSA  COLLECTION  OF  MINIS  AND  SEMIS,  BEST 
STANDARD,  BEST  MINI,  BEST  SAINTPAULIA  SPECIES, 
and  far  too  many  more  to  mention. 

A  memoer  of  a  local  violet  club  for  six  years, 
Pat  started  winning  big  at  local  shows  the  first  time  she 
entered  plants.  Currently  Pat  has  300  plants  and  20-24 
lights.  She  estimates  that  75%  of  her  collection  are 
semi-minis  and  minis.  When  the  shelves  were  built  for 
her  violets,  the  carpenter  did  not  follow  her  instructions 
about  shelf  height.  Because  of  the  shallow  shelves 
which  cannot  be  adjusted,  the  lights  are  too  close  to  the 
plants  to  allow  her  to  grow  many  standards. 

Being  a  librarian  and  an  intense  lover  of  violets, 
Pat  has  all  the  AVSA  magazines  from  1980  onward  and 
a  scattering  of  earlier  issues.  She  says  you  can  learn  all 
you  need  to  know  about  growing  for  show  by  reading 
these  back  issues. 

When  asked  what  advice  she  would  give  to 
violet  growers,  she  said  while  there  are  many,  many 
ideas,  three  do  stand  out  for  her.  They  are: 


To  grow  beautiful  violets  for  show,  you  must 
spend  time  with  them.  Your  violets  must  be  a 
priority.  Pat  estimates  that  she  spends  10-15 
hours  a  week  on  her  collection. 

Grow  only  what  you  like.  If  you  love  blues, 
grow  them  because  your  love  of  the  plants  will 
give  you  the  motivation  you  need  to  give  them 
the  time  the  plants  require. 

Thke  hints  from  your  individual  plants  about 
how  they  grow  best.  Vary  the  plant’s  height 
from  the  lights  if  leaves  are  reaching  up  or 
curling  down.  Move  to  the  end  of  the  lights  if 
centers  are  too  tight,  etc.,  etc.  As  Pat  goes 
through  her  collection,  she  moves  to  the  front 
those  which  need  repotting  and  she  tries  to  get 
to  them  on  a  weekly  basis. 

“I  show  plants  so  they  may  be  seen.  When  I 
grow  them,  I  think  to  myself,  ‘This  plant  must  be 
shared  with  others.’  If  I  win  awards  it  is  nice.  What  is 
most  important  to  me  is  this  aspect  of  showing  and 
even  more,  inspiring  others  to  grow  violets  and  to  grow 
them  better!  My  motivation  with  regard  to  violets 
revolves  around  the  people  who  view  them  as  well  as 
the  plants  themselves.  And,  my  violets  can’t  be  seen  if 
they  sit  at  home  on  my  shelves!” 
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Spring  Branch  AVC,  Houston,  TX,  Spring  Show 
J.C.  Munk,  holding  2nd  Best  In  Show,  Rodeo  Jubilee 
Lenora  Munk,  holding  Best  In  SHow,  Apache  Jewel 


Tustana  AVS  Show,  Westminster,  CA 
Darryl  Hoover  holding  California  Sunset,  Best  In  Show, 
Stephen  Gaudin,  Best  Standard,  Pink  Lady. 

Photo:  Hans  Inpijn 


Southern  CA  Council  celebrates  80th  Birthday  of  Harry 
Matsukane.  L  to  R:  Dorothy  Kosowsky,  Thomas  Parson, 
Dale  Martens,  Mary  Blancher,  Harry,  Everdina  Inpijn 


Indiana  State  AVS  Convention  and  Show 

Dr.  Richard  Nicholas  with  Gay  Lady,  Best  In  Show 


Long  Island  AVS  Show,  Long  Island,  NY 
Jeanne  Maier,  Helene  Goldstein,  Marie  Caruso.  Ness’ 
Candy  Pink,  2nd  Best  In  Show,  Lela  Marie,  Best  In 
Show,  both  grown  by  Marie  Caruso 
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Georgia  Lover 

Travis  Violets 
2nd  Best  Display  Table 
1995  AVSA  National  Show 

Hybridizer:  T  Davis 
Photo  Credit:  Donna  Moses 


Ness*  Blue 
Ribbons 

Midland  Violets 
Honorable  Mention  Display  Table 
1995  AVSA  National  Show 
Shown  by:  Don  and  Jean  Ness 

Hybridider:  Ness 
Photo  Credit:  Donna  Moses 
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clockwise: 

Baby  Brad 
Spring  Dream 
Moon  Craze 

Exhibited  By:  Hortense  Pittman 
1995  AVSA  National  Show 

Hybridizer,  Pittman 
Photo  Credit:  Donna  Moses 
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by  Kyle  Coleman 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


Has  your  violet  foliage  ever  grown  not  quite 
right  and  you  wondered  what  you  could  do  to 
improve  its  growth?  If  you  have  been  having 
trouble  with  open  growth,  tight  growth,  soft 
foliage,  or  brittle  foliage,  then  Thble  1  may  help 
you  improve  your  violet’s  growth. 

Even  with  cultivars  that  tend  to  have  open 
growth,  measures  may  be  taken  to  discourage 
open  growth  patterns.  If  the  leaves  do  not 
overlap  enough  to  hide  most  or  all  of  the  soil,  I 
consider  the  plant  gappy.  As  shown  in  the  table, 
three  methods  may  be  used  to  correct  such  a 
growth  pattern:  using  a  higher  phosphorous  (X- 
P-X)  fertilizer,  using  a  lower  nitrogen  (N-X-X) 
fertilizer,  or  providing  more  light.  More  light  can 
be  provided  by  moving  the  plant  closer  to  the 
light  or  by  increasing  the  daily  amount  of  time 
that  the  plant  lights  are  on. 

When  the  center  of  the  plant  is  growing  so 
tightly  that  it  is  damaging  the  new  leaves,  the 
plant  should  be  treated  for  tight  foliage.  As 
shown  in  the  table,  the  treatment  is  the  opposite 
of  the  treatment  for  open  growth.  The  plant 
should  be  given  a  lower  phosphorous  (X-P-X) 
fertilizer,  given  a  higher  nitrogen  (N-X-X) 
fertilizer,  or  provided  less  light.  Less  light  may  be 
provided  by  moving  the  plant  farther  from  the 
light  or  by  decreasing  the  daily  amount  of  time 
that  the  plant  lights  are  on. 

Two  troublesome  conditions  for  violet 
exhibitors  can  be  avoided  with  a  little  planning. 
Have  you  ever  grown  a  beautiful  violet  that  does 
horrible  in  a  show  because  its  foliage  is  too  soft 
or  too  brittle?  I  have  grown  beautiful  violets  with 
soft  foliage  that  droops  like  a  limp  dishrag  after  I 


CONDITION 

CURE 

OPEN 

GROWTH 

TIGHT 

GROWTH 

SOFT 

FOLIAGE 

BRITTLE 

FOLIAGE 

RELATIVE 

X-P-X 

MORE 

LESS 

MORE 

LESS 

RELATIVE 

N-X-X 

LESS 

MORE 

LESS 

MORE 

LIGHT 

MORE 

LESS 

— 

Table  1 


remove  the  leaf  supports.  (I  don’t  mean  limp 
from  lack  of  water,  I  mean  the  violet  has 
naturally  soft  and  bendable  foliage.)  I  have  also 
grown  violets  that  were  so  brittle  that  I  broke 
many  leaves  during  pre-show  grooming.  If  I  had 
only  known  at  the  time,  I  would  have  used  a 
higher  phosphorous  (X-P-X)  fertilizer  to  make 
soft  plants  more  sturdy  and  I  would  have  used  a 
higher  nitrogen  (N-X-X)  fertilizer  to  soften  brittle 
plants! 

With  a  large  collection  of  violets,  how  can 
you  keep  straight  which  ones  need  more 
phosphorous  and  which  ones  need  more 
nitrogen?  I  try  to  keep  all  the  phosphorous- 
loving  violets  together,  perhaps  on  one  plant 
stand.  I  also  group  the  nitrogen  lovers  together 
as  well.  An  alternative  method  would  be  to 
attach  an  “N”  or  a  “P”  to  the  plant  labels  to  help 
keep  track  of  which  plants  are  on  what  diets. 

Along  with  fish  emulsion  sticks,  I  have  found 
that  two  fertilizers  (one  balanced  fertilizer  and 
one  high  phosphorous)  are  all  I  need.  At  first,  I 
try  to  use  the  balanced  fertilizer  for  all  new 
violets.  For  most  of  my  violets,  the  balanced 
fertilizer  is  adequate.  If  I  begin  to  observe  a 
growth  problem  as  the  plant  begins  to  mature,  I 
try  to  use  light  to  control  foliage  growth, 
increasing  or  decreasing  the  light  as  necessary.  If 
light  therapy  doesn’t  work  to  correct  a  growth 
problem,  I  put  gappy  or  soft  violets  on  a  higher 
phosphorous  diet  using  the  high-phosphorous 
fertilizer,  and  I  put  tight  or  brittle  violets  on  a 
higher  nitrogen  diet  by  using  the  fish  emulsion 
sticks  along  with  the  balanced  fertilizer.  Thus, 
my  violets  have  three  diets  to  choose  from. 

Although  these  techniques  can  help  you 
correct  a  foliage  growth  problem,  don’t  overdose 
your  patients.  If  you  are  experiencing  one  of 
these  problems,  do  not  change  more  than  one 
condition  at  a  time!  Only  change  one  condition 
at  a  time  and  allow  your  plants  about  a  month  to 
respond  before  adjusting  a  second  or  third 
condition.  If  changing  one  condition  is  all  that  is 
needed  to  correct  the  problem,  the  plant  will 
begin  to  respond  within  a  month.  (Maybe 
sooner.)  As  an  example  of  overdosing  a  violet, 
changing  all  three  conditions  to  correct  for  open 
growth  may  give  you  a  gappy  plant  with  a  tight 
center  -  sort  of  the  worst  of  both  conditions. 
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TO:  AVSA  MEMBERSHIP 
FROM:  RUTH  E.  WARREN 
AVSA  BIDC.  FUND 
CHAIRMAN 


Many  of  our  AVSA  members  and  friends  have  contributed  to 
help  purchase  a  “home”  for  our  AVSA  office.  We  still  have  a  need  to  improve  and 
maintain  this  lovely  building  that  is  located  in  Beaumont,  Texas.  Over  the  years, 
donations  in  memory  of  our  loved  ones  have  helped  our  efforts  considerably.  As  we 
are  planning  our  50th  Anniversary,  we  request  that  societies,  clubs  and  individuals 
honor  those  who  have  given  so  much  of  themselves  for  AVSA  and  our  beloved 
African  violets. 

Our  AVM  Editor  is  preparing  a  50th  Anniversary  book,  and  would  like  it  to 
reflect  the  devotion  and  commitment  of  those  who  have  been  so  important  to  our 
society  over  the  last  fifty  years.  Would  you  share  with  us  something  that  has 
happened  in  our  association  with  these  wonderful,  caring  people?  A  shared  moment, 
and/or  a  contribution  to  help  our  building  maintenance  fund  will  be  gratefully 
appreciated. 


Sharing  is  caring — Let  those  dedicated,  hard-working  people  know  that 
you  appreciate  all  that  they  do. 

Ruth  E.  Warren 
Building  Maintenance  Fund  Chairman 
1534  Robeson  •  Fall  River,  MA  02722 


MidowGiowing 
With  Low  E  Gbss 


Low  E  is  a  term  commonly  applied  to  describe  windows 
that  do  not  conduct  radiant  energy  and  thus  are 
energy  efficient.  They  are  often  recommended  for 
growing  plants,  but  what  are  they? 

Emissivity  is  measured  on  a  scale  of  0  to  1  to  describe 
the  ability  of  a  material  to  absorb  and  reradiate  heat 
(infrared  radiation) .  The  lower  the  emissivity  of  an 
object,  the  higher  the  ability  to  reflect  energy.  Wood,  brick 
and  ordinary  glass  have  E  values  of  .80  to  .95  and  are 
considered  poor  reflectors.  Gold,  silver,  and  copper  have  E 
values  of  less  than  .10  which  makes  them  good 
reflectors. 

Low  E  glass  has  an  extremely  thin  layer  of  one  of  the 
reflector  metals  (gold,  silver,  or  copper)  incorporated  into 
the  glass.  It  is  thin  enough  to  be  nearly  transparent  and 
allows  a  high  percentage  of  sunlight  to  enter.  It  is, 
however,  almost  opaque  to  the  invisible  infrared  radiation 


(heat)  and  eliminates  about  50%  of  the  invisible 
ultraviolet  waves  (which  causes  fabric  fading  and 
deterioration) . 

One  expert  suggests  that  glass  can  be  tested  for  Low  E 
by  looking  through  the  pane  at  a  flame.  If  the  window  is 
double-walled,  four  images  of  the  flame  should  be  visible 
because  each  surface  of  the  glass  reflects  the  flame. 

If  the  glass  is  made  properly,  it  should  retain  the  ability 
to  transmit  the  full  spectrum  of  light  needed  to  grow 
plants,  but  exclude  the  damaging  heat.  A  brochure  from 
PPG  (Pittsburg  Pennsylvania  Glass  Company)  indicates 
that  plant  growers  should  have  excellent  results. 

Have  you  grown  in  Low  E  windows?  Share  your  results 
with  the  rest  of  AVSA! 

Reprinted from  the  Missouri  Valley  AV  Council  News 
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Best  Commercial  Displqy  Table 
1995 National AVSA  Show 

Rob*s Mini-O-lets,  Naples,  NY 
Ralph  Robinson 

Contains  best  new  cultivar,  Rob  *s  Perfect  Peach, 
Many  trailers,  including  Rob’s  Boolaroo,  Rob’s  Lillipilli, 
Rob’s  Wagga  Wagga  and  Rob’s  Wooloomooloo 
Photo  Credit:  Donna  Moses 
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by  Ruth  Goeke 
Brenham,  Texas 


Attending  an  AVSA  convention  is  always  fun 
and  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  show  is  the  display 
tables  by  our  commercial  members. 

This  year  at  the  AVSA  convention  in  St.  Louis, 
Ralph  Robinson,  Rob’s  Mini-O-lets  of  Naples,  New 
York,  had  the  best  display  table  with  45  miniatures  and 
semiminiatures.  Ralph  had  the  best  new  cultivar  on  his 
table,  “Rob’s  Perfect  Peach”,  which  also  received  the 
rosette  for  the  best  plant  on  his  table.  He  received  a 
judges’  special  award  for  “Rob’s  Lilli  Pilli”,  which  is  a 
new  trailer.  He  exhibited  these  in  a  group  of  three,  and 
these  plants  were  literally  covered  with  lavender  blooms 
with  purple  fantasy  and  eye  and  dark  foliage.  This  is 
one  trailer  you  won’t  want  to  miss!  Another  of  my 
favorites  on  his  table  is  “Rob’s  Twinkle  Pink”,  which  is 
a  tiny  miniature  of  medium  pink  semidoubles  and 
medium  green  foliage  in  a  perfect  tiny  rosette.  This 
variety  is  ideal  for  those  container  gardens.  Several 
other  new  varieties  exhibited  were  “Rob’s  Voodoo 
Blue”,  “Rob’s  Cherry  Soda”,  and  “Rob’s  Hippity  Hop”. 
New  trailers  are  “Rob’s  Wooloomooloo”,  “Rob’s 
Toorooka”,  and  “Rob’s  Wagga  Wagga”.  These  appear  to 
be  very  heavy  blooming  varieties. 

Travis  Davis,  of  'Travis’  African  Violets, 
Ochlochnee,  Georgia,  had  a  lovely  display  table  of  15 
standards  and  received  the  award  for  the  second  best 
display  table.  It  was  good  to  welcome  him  back  to 
National  after  a  few  years  absence.  Travis  always  has 
an  award  winning  display  table  at  Dixie  African  Violet 
Conventions.  Of  these  15  plants  exhibited,  six  had 
variegated  foliage.  Receiving  the  distinction  as  best 
plant  on  his  display  table  was  “Pink  Confessions”,  a 
lovely  frilled  dark  rosy  pink.  He  received  a  judges 
Special  award  for  “Blue  Monday".  Other  plants 
exhibited  included  “Dixie  Fiesta”,  “Country  Moonlight”, 
“Pink  Crystal”,  “Marshlands”,  “Lela  Marie”,  and  “Bud’s 
Melanie”.  Bud’s  Melanie  is  a  lovely  pure  white  with 
prominent  yellow  pollen  sacs  and  dark  green  foliage. 
“Georgia  Lover”,  hybridized  by  Travis  several  years 
ago,  was  a  lovely  addition  to  this  table  and  one  that 
consistently  makes  a  lovely  show  plant. 

Paul  and  Sidney  Sorano  of  Lyndon  Lyon 
Greenhouses,  Dolgeville,  New  York,  exhibited  their 
usual  superb  table  and  received  the  award  for  third  best 


display  table.  This  table  featured  13  groupings  of  three 
miniatures  or  semiminiatures  and  two  standards.  The 
best  plant  on  their  table  was  “Pink  Pussycat”,  which 
has  pink  singles  over  a  perfect  rosette  of  dark  foliage 
with  slight  pink  edged  variegation.  “Moonlight”,  a  new 
semiminiature  hybridized  by  Sidney  received  the  award 
as  the  Second  Best  New  Cultivar.  Other  new  miniature 
or  semiminiature  varieties  you  will  want  to  watch  for 
and  add  to  your  collection  include  “Pink  Playmate”, 
“Faded  Denim”,  “Tatyana”,  “Adirondack  Moon”, 
“Finger  Paints”,  “Lace  Shadows”,  “Irish  jewel”,  “Flower 
Child”,  and  “Sultan”.  A  new  standard  variety  is 
“Designer  Dress”.  It  will  be  difficult  to  keep  your  “want 
list”  manageable  after  seeing  these  lovely  hybrids. 

Don  and  Jean  Ness,  Midland  Violets,  of 
White  Bear  Lake,  Minnesota  had  a  lovely  display 
table  with  eight  groupings  of  miniature  and 
semiminiatures  and  seven  standard  plants.  They 
received  the  award  of  fourth  best  display  table  or 
honorable  mention.  The  best  plant  on  their  table  and 
the  best  overall  commercial  plant  was  “Ness’  Crinkle 
Blue”.  Several  new  varieties  were  displayed  and  these 
include  “Ness’  Coral  Dawn”,  a  new  standard  variety, 
and  “Ness’  Blue  Ribbons”,  a  lovely  new  standard 
chimera.  Other  new  varieties  include  “Ness’  Satin 
Rose”,  “Ness’  Stardust  Glitter”,  “Ness’  Frosty  Etchings”, 
and  “Ness’  Kinda  Lucky”.  Two  I  will  want  to  get  are 
“Ness’  Prairie  Star”,  a  large  red  semidouble  over  cream 
and  dark  green  variegated  standard  foliage  and  “Ness’ 
Forever  Blue”,  lovely  light  blue  semidoubles  with  white 
edge  and  dark  green  serrated  foliage. 

Hortense  Pittman  of  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
exhibited  once  again  another  blue-ribbon  table.  Not 
only  did  she  handle  all  the  executive  matters  that  were 
her  responsibility  as  being  AVSA  president,  but  she  has 
exhibited  at  all  the  conventions  before  and  during  her 
tenure  as  president,  and  always  exhibits  blue-ribbon 
plants.  She  won  the  best  display  table  at  the  Dixie 
African  Violet  Convention  in  Baton  Rouge  this  spring 
and  two  months  later  exhibits  another  lovely  display 
table  of  45  miniatures  and  semiminiatures.  New 
Hortense  Honeys  to  watch  for  are  “Moon  Craze”, 
“Memory  Maker”,  “Spring  Dream”,  “Moon  Friend”,  and 
“Baby  Brad”,  which  is  named  for  her  new  great 
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grandson.  “Wind’s  Edge”,  is  a  new  chimera  with  cupped 
slightly  bell  shaped  raspberry  rose  blooms  with  white 
stripes.  Her  other  new  varieties  are  “Texas  Gold”,  a 
lovely  soft  pale  yellow,  “Frosty  Fun”,  and  “Texas 
Fiesta”.  You  can’t  beat  some  of  her  previous  varieties 
which  she  had  hybridized  and  exhibited  on  her  table 
this  year,  “WeeBe”,  “Magic  Blue”,  and  “Pat 
Champagne”. 

Kent’s  Flowers  of  Fremont,  Nebraska  had 

another  blue  ribbon  table  of  1 5  standard  plants.  There 
are  several  varieties  worth  taking  note.  “I  Feel  Pretty” 
has  single  white  blossoms  with  pink  eye  and  edge  and 
striations  from  the  center  over  medium  green  foliage. 
Another  new  variety  is  “Pen  &  Ink”,  with  its  white 
blooms  with  purple  edged  semidoubles  and  medium 
green  foliage.  My  favorite  hybrid  from  Kent’s  table  is 
“Marching  Band”  (see  “Marching  Band”  on  page  32  of 
this  issue).  It  is  a  new  variety  hybridized  by  Kent 
Stork  and  features  raspberry  rose  semidoubles  with  red 
glittery  edge  and  dark  green  foliage.  Another  favorite  is 
“Tapestry”,  dark  raspberry  with  white  edged 
semidoubles  and  variegated  green,  cream  and  pink 
foliage.  The  best  plant  on  his  display  table  was  “Windy 
Day”,  dark  blue  with  frilled  faint  white  edge  and  ruffled 
dark  green  foliage. 

It  was  good  to  have  John  and  Doris  Brownlie 
of  Aca’s  Violet  'Tree  of  Ontario,  Canada  to  enter  a 
display  table.  They  exhibited  15  lovely  standard  plants 
and  won  all  blue  ribbons.  This  striking  table  featured 
several  white  blossomed  plants,  “Nortex  Snowkist 
Haven”,  “Bud’s  Melanie”  hybridized  by  Bud  Weber. 
“Optimara  Ontario”  (I’ve  never  seen  this  variety  grown 
so  large  and  lovely  before.)  A  new  variety,  hybridized 
by  John  Brownlie,  “Aca’s  Canadian  Wonder”,  received 
the  rosette  for  the  best  plant  on  this  display  table. 
“Aca’s  Red  Delight”  is  a  lovely  fuchsia  rose  semidouble 


with  dark  green  foliage  and  you  will  want  to  watch  for 
this  variety.  Another  you  will  want  to  add  to  your 
collection  is  “Aca’s  Wewonchu”,  a  raspberry  pink  with 
darker  eye  and  lighter  frilled  edge  over  dark  green 
serrated  foliage.  “Canadian  Wonder”  has  cream  and 
green  variegated  foliage,  rose  pink  with  darker  eye  and 
wide  white  edge.  Another  Canadian  variety  that  is  a 
must  is  “Desir”,  blue  with  a  slight  dark  eye  and  dark 
green  foliage. 

In  the  commercial  specimen  class,  Betty 
Tapping  of  Toronto,  Canada  won  Best  AVSA 
Miniature/Semiminiature  Collection  with  “Dizzy  Lizzy”, 
“Rob’s  Gray  Ghost”,  and  “Irish  Flirt”,  and  second  best 
Holtkamp  Collection  with  “Optimara  Rose  Quartz”, 
“Optimara  Little  Pearl”,  and  “Optimara  Little  Fluorite”. 
Shannon  Ahlman  of  Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  won 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection  with  “Ness  Viking 
Maiden”,  “Cinnamon  Girl”,  and  “Nortex  Colour  Haven”. 
Shirley  Sanders,  Shirley’s  House  of  Violets,  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  exhibited  the  Best  Holtkamp 
Collection,  “Optimara  Little  Moonstone",  “Optimara 
Rose  Quartz”  and  “Optimara  Little  Diamond”.  Shirley 
also  had  the  second  best  AVSA  Miniature/Semiminiature 
Collection,  “Dean’s  Legacy”,  “Dean’s  Arctic  Frost”,  and 
“Teen  Surprise”. 

JoAnne  Martinez,  Violet  Creations,  Thmpa, 
Florida,  won  best  gesneriad  with  her  “Nautilocalyx 
Pemphidius”  and  Margery  Clive  of  The  African 
Queen,  Dallas,  Texas  won  best  species  with 
5.  brevipilosa.  Best  plant  in  commercial  specimen 
classes  was  “Raspberry  Crisp”,  exhibited  by  Shannon 
Ahlman,  and  second  best  commercial  specimen  plant 
was  “Optimara  Rose  Quartz”  entered  by  Shirley 
Sanders. 

Our  commercials  put  on  a  lovely  display  and  I 
hope  you  will  find  some  interesting  varieties  to  enjoy. 


AVSA  Booster  Fund 

Bill  Lyons  •  38  Indian  Creek  •  Levittown,  PA  19057 


AVS  of  Denver 

$10.00 

Roseline  Fujimori 

15.00 

Silvermine  AVS 

20.00 

Donna  Mosher 

10.00 

Lieu  of  Workshop  Fee  Edna  Rourke 

AVS  of  Minnesota 

15.00 

Don  Thornburg 

15.00 

Memory  of  Dora  Baker 

Memory  of  Dorothy  Kahrmann 

Mrs.  Anne  Ostrosky 

25.00 

Long  Island  AVS 

10.00 

In  memory  of  Irene  Fredette 

Bergen  County  AVS 

5.00 

Mrs.  Edith  North 

20.00 

Memory  of  Hilda  Vander  Meer 

In  memory  of  Beverly  Decker 

In  Lieu  of  Judges  Fee  for  Penny  Wezel 

Paumanok  AVS 

10.00 

Harry  George 

10.00 

Pied  Pipers 

10.00 

Susan  Farley 

10.00 

Metropolitan  AVS 

10.00 

Dorothy  Christie 

20.00 
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Vintage  (/io(ets 


Barbara  Elkin 
2855  Gayle  Lane 
Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 


The  1995  Convention  Staff  in  St.  Louis  can  be  very 
proud,  it  was  a  very  successful  event  in  spite  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Missouri  River  flooding.  Speaking  of 
successful,  all  you  wonderful  people  who  supported 
“Golden  Oldies”  have  convinced  AVSA  to  make  it  a 
regular  column  which  will  be  printed  in  the  AVM  on  a 
“space  available  basis.”  When  your  correspondence  was 
presented  in  St.  Louis  they  were  overwhelmed.  Keep  up 
the  good  work  and  thanks  a  whole  bunch  for  your 
many  letters  and  support. 

Golden  Oldies  has  one  change,  it  will  be  called 
VINTAGE  VIOLETS  in  the  future.  This  new  name 
gives  a  little  more  respect  to  the  Senior  Violets  of  the 

Violet  world. 

At  this  time  we  have  on  file  more  than  three 


thousand  different  Vintage  Violets.  Let  me  know  if  you 
are  looking  for  something,  it  just  might  be  on  the  list. 
Send  a  self-addressed  and  stamped  envelope  for  a  reply. 
If  it’s  not  listed  we’ll  advertise  for  it  on  the  AVSA’S 
MOST  WANTED  LIST.  Please  let  us  know  if  you  would 
like  to  share  one  of  yours.  We  really  appreciate  all  the 
help  that  has  been  offered  in  the  past.  Please  read  the 
AVSA  MOST  WANTED  LIST  carefully,  do  you  have  any 
of  these  plants?  This  is  the  only  time  the  list  will  be 
printed  in  its  entirety.  All  following  lists  will  be  new 
additions.  Remember,  when  getting  a  start  of  something 
from  someone  to  always  return  the  postage. 

Barbara  Elkin,  Chairman,  Vintage  Violets  Committee 
2855 Gaggle  Lane,  Auburn,  California  95602-9674 


AVSA  MOST  WANTED 

LIST 

Africa 

Aglitter 

Alice  Marie 

Anne  Slocomb 

Ashes  of  Roses 

Athena 

Bakers  Hot  Lips 

Ballet  Candy 

Blue  Bouquet 

Blue  Girl 

Blue  Ice 

Blue  Mascara 

Blue  Nymph  (Dates) 

Blue  Velvet 

Bobby 

Brass  Band 

Bryte  Sensation 

Bubblin’  Over 

Buttercup 

Cajun  Cuisine 

Candy  Dandy 

Candy  Lips  Improved 

Catherine 

Cherry  Cooler 

Cinderella’s  Slipper 

Cinnamon  Twist 

Circus  Circus 

Clackamus  Surprise 

Coon  Valley 

Cordelia 

Country  Lilacs 

Creole  Royal 

Curley  Q 

Dainty  Doll 

Dallas  Pride 

Electra 

Dingbat 

Dippity  Doo 

Double  Seafoam 

Dresden  China 

Fisher’s  Anne  Marie 

Emperor  Wilhelm 

Fire  and  Brimstone 

Gala 

Fire  n’  Ice 

Gorgeous  One 

Frosted  Redhead 

Fox  Run 

Granger’s  Mexicali  Rose 

Gypsy  Charm 

Half  and  Half 

Granger’s  Blue  Fashionaire 

Granger’s  Blue  Tempest 

Hot  Lips 

Hot  Touch 

Interlude  (Granger) 

Highbrow 

Holly  Go  Lightly 

Lady  Catherine 

Lavender  Love 

LeBon  Creole 

Lucky  Stripe 

Luxury 

Manhatten 

Martian  (The)  (Dates) 

Mighty  Hondo 

Mighty  Mini 

Lynn 

Modern  Jewel 

Ness’  Night  Life 

Odyssey 

Old  Blue  Eyes  (Mendoza) 

Millie  Blair 

Outer  Limits 

Paprika 

Paul’s  Pizazz 

Peppermint  Fog 

Outrage 

Pink  Beauty 

Pink  Raspberry 

Pink  Illusion 

Pink  'lime 

Pigmy  or  Pygmy 

Rainbow’s  Leonette 

Raspberry  Glitter 

Raspberry  Sprinkles 

Reed’s  Pink  Lemonade 

Purple  Crest 

Rhapsodie  GiGi 

Rhapsodie  Michelle 

Rhapsodie  Venus 

Rococo  Pink 

Rennie 

Rowena 

Royal  Triumph 

Salad  Bowl 

Sea  Grape 

Rose  'Triumph 

Sea  Queen 

Shady  Lady 

Silver  Crest 

Sleeping  Beauty 

Sea  Gull 

Snow  Prince 

Snow  Queen 

Spiced  Peach 

Sport  of  Crimson  Frost? 

Snow  Drops 

Sweet  Lady 

Sweet  Lime 

Swifty  Lace 

'Tide  Crest 

Suzi  Q 

'lye  Dyed  (Dates) 

Unpredictable 

Valeria 

White  Lady 

'Ilger  Eyes 

Wr’s  Ghost  Rider 

Wr’s  Mountain  Mama 

Wr’s  Painted  Desert 

Wr’s  Wanderin’  Star 

Wr’s  Banjo  Dancin’ 

Wr’s  Winter  Holiday 

Yellow  Brown  Girl 

Zippy  (Baker) 
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by  Linda  Golub  ski 
Blue  Springs,  MO 


Sinningias  get  their  origin  from  Central  &  South 
America  and  grow  from  tubers.  There  are  four  (4)  basic 
groups  of  sinningias:  standard,  compact,  miniature  and 
micro  miniature.  All  four  groups  have  both  species  and 
hybrids. 

Sinningias  like  fresh  light  soil  about  every  3-4 
months.  (If  your  violets  like  your  soil,  your  “sinns”  will 
love  it!)  Fertilize  at  1/8  teaspoon  per  gallon  of  water, 
except  when  the  tuber  is  dormant.  When  your  tuber  is 
dormant,  skip  several  waterings  then  water  1/4 
teaspoon  to  a  gallon  of  water  to  “wake  it  up”.  They  like 
lots  of  light  to  stay  compact  and  bloom  freely.  This  can 
be  accomplished  by  either  moving  the  plants  closer  to 
the  light  (6-12  inches  for  miniature  and  micro¬ 
miniatures  depending  on  your  wattage)  or  by  a  stronger 
light  source. 

Wick  watering  works  well  on  matting  for  your 
small  sinns,  but  give  the  big  ones  a  reservoir.  If  you 
allow  the  plants  to  dry  out,  the  tuber  could  go  dormant 
or  you  may  loose  your  buds. 

Sinningias  love  humidity.  I  enclose  all  my 
miniature  and  micro-miniatures.  You  can  achieve  this 
several  ways.  Most  nurseries  sell  clear  plastic  covers 
which  fit  on  standard  size  trays.  As  your  tubers  shoot 
out  new  growth  and  grow  taller,  gradually  remove  the 
lid  or  they’ll  push  it  off.  My  micro-minis  are  always 
under  cover.  The  other  method  is  an  extreme  one  for 
someone  who  has  “major  amounts”  of  sinns  -  like  me.  I 
grow  about  150  different  varieties  and  have  about  375 
plants  at  any  one  given  time.  The  trouble  with  sinns  is 
that  it’s  hard  to  stop  at  just  one!  My  husband  made  a 
plant  stand  specifically  for  my  sinningias  and  encased 
the  entire  stand  in  plastic.  What  a  terrarium! 

When  starting  a  tuber,  place  in  fresh  soil,  about 
1/4"  under  the  surface.  NOTE:  The  bottom  of  the  tuber 
is  rounded.  The  top  is  flat.  Be  sure  to  place  some  perlite 
in  the  bottom  of  your  pot  —  they  don’t  like  wet  feet. 
For  a  quicker  start  put  it  in  a  terrarium  or  cover  a  pot 
with  plastic  wrap  until  new  growth  begins.  If  the  tuber 
does  not  sprout  within  4  months,  remove  it  from  the 
terrarium  and  allow  the  soil  to  completely  dry  out 
(about  2  weeks) . 

Then  repot  it  in  fresh  soil;  water,  and  place  back 
in  the  terrarium.  If  it  doesn’t  sprout  in  the  next  3-4 
months,  try  scratching  the  bottom  of  the  tuber  with  a 
fork,  place  it  in  a  zip  lock  bag  with  sphagnum  moss  and 
hang  it  under  the  lights.  If  this  doesn’t  work,  discard  the  tuber. 


If  I  am  starting  a  cutting,  I  cut  the  plant  from 
the  tuber,  leaving  1/4"  of  stem  attached  to  the  tuber.  Be 
sure  to  remove  all  buds  as  they  drain  the  energy  from 
the  leaves.  Remove  all  leaves  except  the  top  four.  Be 
sure  to  leave  one  set  of  leaf  nodes  to  bury  in  the  soil. 
The  new  tuber  will  form  at  these  nodes.  Like  starting  a 
violet  leaf,  you  need  a  very  light  soil.  I  use  1/3  perlite, 
1/3  vermiculite,  1/3  African  violet  potting  soil,  with 
some  perlite  in  the  bottom  of  my  pot.  Bury  the  stem  in 
the  soil.  TTy  not  to  let  the  bottom  2  leaves  touch  the  soil 
because  they  tend  to  rot.  Place  under  a  cover  or  in  a 
terrarium  until  there  is  new,  vigorous  growth.  It  takes 
about  2-3  months  for  your  cutting  to  form  a  tuber  and 
start  blooming  again.  Some  take  longer,  some  take  less. 

You  may  also  put  down  leaves.  It  takes  6 
months  to  a  year  for  them  to  form  a  tuber.  They  don’t 
make  a  plant  like  a  violet  does.  When  your  leaf  dies 
that  is  usually  when  your  new  growth  starts  to  sprout 
from  the  tuber. 

Micro-miniature  varieties  need  to  be  constantly 
in  a  terrarium  or  protected  in  some  way.  They  may  be 
grown  as  single  or  multiple  crowns.  Actually,  they 
usually  are  more  eye  appealing  as  multiple  crowns. 

1  checked  with  several  AGG  judges  for  a  ruling 
on  the  best  way  to  exhibit  a  miniature  or  micro¬ 
miniature  sinningia.  They  may  be  shown  as  multiple 
crowns,  providing  the  crowns  are  of  approximately  the 
same  size  and  all  are  blooming,  otherwise,  snip  off  the 
new  growth  and  restart  your  cutting.  They  may  also  be 
shown  as  single  crown  plants. 

As  with  any  plant,  keep  the  dead  leaves  and 
spent  blooms  removed.  When  removing  spent 
blossoms,  snip  them  off  with  scissors.  Do  not  try  to  pull 
them  off  as  the  stems  are  very  strong  and  you  may  end 
up  pulling  the  plant  stem  from  the  tuber  —  instant 
propagation  whether  or  not  you  want  it! 

As  with  violets,  if  you  keep  the  blooms  off  you 
will  have  a  nicer  looking  plant.  As  the  plant  blooms,  the 
crown  leaves  gets  smaller  and  smaller  until  you 
eventually  loose  your  crown  and  are  forced  to  start 
over.  When  your  crown  is  gone,  look  under  your  leaves. 
You  probably  already  have  new  growth  starting.  Also, 
keeping  them  disbudded  and  bloom  boosting  them  will 
force  more  flowers  from  them  for  show.  If  you  do  this, 
start  your  bloom  booster  7  weeks  before  show  and 
continue  until  4  weeks  before  show.  If  you  have  a  bud 
or  two  you  want  open,  place  the  plant  closer  to  the  light 
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for  more  heat.  NOTE:  It  may  wilt  blooms  already  open. 

Miniature  sinningias  are  marvelous.  They 
bloom  constantly.  Even  when  my  violets  are  all 
disbudded  for  show  my  sinns  are  always  an  array  of 
color  in  my  plant  room.  The  bad  part  about  them  is  that 


they  take  up  so  little  space  that  there  is  always  “room 
for  one  more”.  Now  you  know  why  I  have  so  many 
SINNS! 


3n  niemory 


BEVERLY  DECKER 

Beverly  Decker,  President  of  the  San  Diego  Daytime 
AVS,  passed  away  in  March,  1995.  Beverly  had 
held  this  office,  as  well  as  many  others  in  the 
organization  several  times.  An  accomplished 
grower,  Beverly  was  always  ready  to  share  her 
knowledge  and  love  of  African  violets. 

BEVERLY  CONN 

Beverly  Conn,  a  long  standing  member  of  the  New 
York  City  AVS,  passed  away  in  March  of  1995. 
Beverly  had  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  society  in 
recent  years. 

EDYTHE  SANDA 

Edythe  Sanda,  Honorary  Life  Member  of  the  New 
York  City  AVS,  died  in  January,  1995.  Edythe  had 
served  the  NYCAVS  as  President  from  1968  to 
1970. 


ISABELLE  GRONERT 

Isabelle  Gronert,  longest  standing  member  of  the 
New  York  City  AVS,  passed  away  in  September, 
1994.  Isabelle  was  an  Honorary  Life  Member  and  a 
successful  grower  for  show. 

JAMES  LISTON 

James  Liston  recently  passed  away.  He  was  the 
“Sinningia"  man  of  the  Pittsburgh  Violet  Society, 
generously  sharing  tubers  and  growing  information 
with  anyone  interested. 

PATRICIA  LUBINSKI,  Immediate  Past  President  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Violet  Society,  died  recently.  She  and 
her  husband.  Bob,  enjoyed  growing  beautiful 
Streptocarpus  and  Saintpaulia. 


AVSA  STATEMENT  OE  CONDITION 

December  31,1994 


ASSETS 

Unrestricted  Assets 

Cash  and  Equivalents . $  103,954 

Due  from  restricted  funds  .  18.894 

Total  .  122,848 

Property  &  Equipment  .  101,593 

Restricted  Assets 

Cash,  Investments  &  Loans  .  174.768 


TOTAL  ASSETS .  399.209 


LIABILITES 
Unrestricted  liabilities 

Payroll  &  sales  tax  liabilities .  1 , 729 

Deferred  advertising  income  .  5,777 

Deferred  membership  fees  .  63,270 

Deferred  income,  future  conventions  .  3,355 

Other  deferred  revenues  .  6,994 

Due  to  restricted  funds .  4.095 


Total  current  liabilities  .  85,220 

Restricted  Liabilities 

Due  to  other  funds  .  22.894 

Total  liabilities  .  108.1 14 

FUND  BALANCES 

Unrestricted  fund  balances .  139,222 

Restricted  funds: 

Life  Membership  Fund .  99,975 

Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund  .  61,957 

Hudson  Awards  Fund  .  3,534 

Building  Fund  .  113.5931 

Total  fund  balances  .  291.095 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  AND  FUND  BALANCES  .  399.209 
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“And  the  (dinners  are,," 


Al  &  Cathy  Cornibe 
197  Archer  Drive 
Santa  Cruz 


Regretfully,  we  had  to  omit  1 0  winners  from  this  column  because  we  can  not 
publish  winners  that  won  due  to  classification  errors.  Two  common 
classification  errors  were  unregistered  plants  in  a  collection  and  miniatures 
entered  as  semi  miniatures. 

AVSM,  MN  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rebel’s  Fantasy 
Spinner,  The  Alps,  Favorite  Child;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Bogeyman,  Ness’  Frosty  Belle,  Rob’s  Heat  Wave,  Ruth  Bann.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Little  Pro,  Hart’s  Snow  White,  Rob’s  Heebie  Jeebie;  Best 
in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Firefly;  Best  Species;  Saintpaulia  velutina, 
Kathy  Lahti.  Best  Miniature:  Ness’  Angel  Blush,  Palma  Trapp.  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Jude  Neumann.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Bonnie 
Sumdahl. 

AVS  OF  GREATER  TULSA,  OK  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Toodle-Oo,  Ocean  Eyes,  Rhapsodie  Susi;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Rob’s  Bee  Boopsie,  Lucky  Lass,  Petite  Jewel;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Macho  Devil;  Best  Miniature;  Rob’s  Bee  Boopsie; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Linda  Bjorkman.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Cinnamon  Candy,  Windy  Day,  Apache  jewel,  Malvene  List.  Best 
Trailer:  Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket,  Edna  McCauley.  Best  Design,  Cindy  Gilbert. 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Jeanne  Gotten. 

AVS  OF  JACKSONVILLE,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  in  Show:  Rainbow’s  Super 
Charm;  Best  Trailer:  Lyon’s  Pinky  Wink;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus 
‘Leslie’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Barbara  Murdock.  Best  Miniature: 
Rainbow’s  Peewee  Sweetie;  Best  Semiminiature;  Precious  Pink,  Milburn 
Webster. 

AVS  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  PA  -  Winners:  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Optimara  Little  Apache,  Handmade,  Snuggles  Blue  Pearl;  Best 
Species;  Saintpaulia  shumensis-,  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Mary  Spilman. 
Best  in  Show:  Bubblegum  Halo,  Kurt  Eckard.  Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Rose 
Quartz;  Best  'n'ailer:Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket,  Rita  Perzeproski.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Episcia  'Pink  Dreams,  Marlene  Buck.  Best  Design,  Judy  Smith.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Peggy  De  Phillippo. 

AVS  OF  ROCHESTER,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lela 
Marie,  Mary  Craig,  Robert  Croteau;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Teen 
Surprise,  Rob’s  Mad  Cat,  Sugar  Bear  Blues;  Best  in  Show;  Lela  Marie;  Best 
Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Amethyst.  Doug  Burdick.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Picasso,  Harbor  Blue,  Ode  To  Beauty;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Wagga  Wagga,  Rob’s  Galiwinku,  Rob’s  Lilli  Pilli, 
Ralph  Robinson.  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Sno  Fun;  Best  ’Trailer:  Rob’s 
Sticky  Wicket,  Diane  Johanson,  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  shumensis-.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Kohleria  ’Emily  Roberts’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Fay 
Wagman.  Best  Design,  Ruth  Blekkenk.  Design  Sweepstakes.  Barb 
Festenstein. 

AVS  OF  SOUTH  BAY,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Sister 
Ancilla,  High  ’Ilde,  Grape  Splash;  Best  in  Show:  Kermit;  Best  TYailer:  Falling 
Snow;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Dorothy  Gawienowski.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Little  Pro,  Irish  Flirt,  Teen  Surprise,  Celine  Chase.  Best 
Miniature:  Toy  Castle;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Irene  Thomas.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Pat  Champagne;  Best  Design,  Ruth  Wasserman.  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  difficilis,  Brigette  McKnight. 

BALTIMORE  AV  CLUB,  MD  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Saintpaulia  brevipilosa,  Saintpaulia  velutina,  Saintpaulia  orbicularis-,  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  orbicularis,  Ken  Barbi.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Saintpaulia  diplotricha  Punter  #6,  Saintpaulia  grandifolia, 
Saintpaulia  velutina-.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Maassen’s  White’; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Gary  Gordon.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Pat 
Champagne,  Rob’s  Doodlebug,  Rob’s  Gal  Vikki;  Best  Trailer:  Pixie  Blue, 
Rochelle  Armstrong.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Little  Katherine, 
Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s  Iridium  Queen;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Betty 
Legas.  Best  in  Show:  Party  Print;  Best  Semiminiature;  Rob’s  Hokie  Pokie, 


Marie  Bums.  Best  Miniature:  Midget  Lilian,  Shirley  Huffman. 

BAY  STATE  AVS,  MA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Tiger,  Jean- 
Pierre  Croteau,  Mark;  Best  in  Show;  Tiger,  Susan  Gimblet.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Orchid  FriDs,  The  King,  Ness’  Midnight  Fantasy.  Althea 
Major.  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Never  Naughty;  Best  Trailer;  Fancy  TYail; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Nancy  Manozzi.  Best  Species;  Saintpaulia 
ionantha,  Alice  Courage.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Robert  Clark. 

BERGEN  COUNTY  AVS,  NJ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Victorian  Velvet,  Pink  Blueberry,  Nortex’s  Radiant  Haven;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection;  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Little  Pro,  Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina-, 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Florence  DiLiberti.  Best  in  Show:  Sundown, 
Lorraine  Dwyer.  Best  Miniature:  Ballet  Blue  Ice,  Joseph  De  Simon.  Best 
Trailer:  Tltania,  Fred  Hill.  Best  Design,  Linda  LoPresti. 

CAPITAL  CITY  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ode  To 
Beauty,  Silk  ‘n’  Honey,  High  Tide,  Twila  De  Vriend.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Angelie,  Chimpansy,  Optimara  Rose  Quartz;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Miniature:  Mickey  Mouse,  Ruby  Roloff.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Seml  Collection:  Optimara  Little  Moonstone,  Optimara  Little  Amethyst, 
Optimara  Rose  Quartz;  Best  Semiminiature:  Petite  Pat,  Oscar  Faoro.  Best 
Trailer:  Fun  Trail;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Barbara  Elkin. 

CENTRAL  JERSEY  AVS,  NJ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Chiffon  Prince,  Splendiferous,  Picasso;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection; 
Ethel  Twiford,  Rob’s  Copper  Cat,  Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle;  Best  in  Show;  Suncoast 
Paisley  Print;  Best  Trailer:  Colorbook  Tlail;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  difficilis, 
David  Tooker.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Pink  Hill,  Purely 
Stunning,  Polly  Doodle;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Angel, 
Optimara  Little  Blackfoot,  Rob’s  Swizzle  Stick;  Best  Miniature;  Joan’s  Pink 
Bells;  Best  Semiminiature:  Irish  Angel;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Ron  Ennis. 
Best  Design,  Dale  Jasaitis.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Jan  Murasko. 

CLASSIC  CITY  AVS,  GA  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection; 
Arapahoe,  Favorite  Child,  Super  Duper,  Jeanette  Wallace.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Nortex’s  Snowkist  Haven,  Melodie  Kimi,  Optimara 
Harlequin;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Ellie  Jordan.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Milky  Way  Tfail,  Dazzle  Tfall,  Ramblin’  Stardust;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way  TYail;  Best  Semiminiature:  Frosty  Fun;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Columnea  ‘Sun  Dancer’,  Susan  Bradley.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s  Hot  Chocolate,  Rob’s  Match  Point; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Jean  Wright.  Best  Miniature:  Mickey  Mouse, 
Barbara  Thompson. 

COPPER  CITY  AVS,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  My 
Chinook,  Harbor  Blue,  Magnolia;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Rohin 
Yager.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lela  Marie,  Pink  Patti,  Fredette’s 
Moonflower;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Little  Katherine,  Rob’s  Mad  Cat, 
Irish  Flirt;  Best  Miniature:  Jim’s  Blueberry  Bunny;  Best  Semiminiature;  Irish 
Flirt;  Best  Trailer:  Bellwood  TYail,  W.  &  A.  Hart.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
grandifolia-.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  W.  &  R.  Yager. 

DIABLO  VALLEY  AV  CLUB,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Wrangler’s  Snowfields,  Optimara  New  Mexico,  Roseberry;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Magic  Blue,  Precious  Pink,  Denny  Boo;  Best  in  Show: 
Optimara  New  Mexico;  Best  Semiminiature;  Precious  Pink;  Best  Trailer;  Wood 
Trail;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina-.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  June 
FalJaw.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  The  Alps,  Vince’s  Choice,  Ma 
Gigi;  Best  Miniature:  Petite  Jewel,  Tom  King.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Doohickey,  Rob’s  Pewter  Bells,  Aca’s  Wackie  Jackie,  Jackie 
Kenny.  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘White  Sprite,  Rosalia  Simmons.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Vivien  Ragan. 

DIXIE  AVS,  LA  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Amazing  Grace, 
Picasso,  Antique  Elegance;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Dean’s 
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Bunny  Blue,  Sassy  Shirley,  Dancing  Teen;  Best  in  Show:  Picasso,  Gerri 
Goins.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Fredette’s  Moonflower,  Optimara 
Harlequin,  Super  Duper;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Sassy  Shirley,  Ness’ 
Sno  Fun,  Mini  Papa;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Gail  Borne.  Best  Miniature: 
Petite  Tart,  Susan  Barbi.  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Wow  Wee,  George 
McDonald.  Best  'Trailer:  Cirelda,  Linda  Lube'.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
tonawensis.  Ken  Barbi.  Best  Design,  Joyce  Stenger.  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Nancy  David. 

EARLY  BIRD  AV  CLUB,  AL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Mindi  Morn,  Lela  Marie,  Tiger;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Whodunit,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Rob’s  Hopscotch;  Best  in  Show:  Rainbow’s 
Quiet  Riot;  Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Tourmaline;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Ramona  Hodges.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/  Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Sticky  Wicket,  Beacon  Trail,  Pride’s  Pink  'Rail,  Jeri  Whitlock.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  shumensis.  Darlene  Thompson.  Best  Design,  Kay  Nichols. 

EVENING  AV  CLUB  OF  DES  MOINES,  LA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Ode  To  Beauty,  Pink  Cameo,  Burns  Ocean  Eyes;  Best  in  Show:  Pink 
Cameo,  Janet  Purdum.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara 
Ontario,  Picasso,  Boca  Grande,  Rita  Gergely.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Monkeyshines,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Rob’s  Flim  Flam;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Monkeyshines;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Kathy  Mathews.  Best  Miniature:  Wichita  Baby;  Best 
TVailer/Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  brevipilosa,  Jan  Tyler. 

FIRST  AVS  OF  WICHITA  FALLS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Fire  Mountain,  Optimara  New  Mexico,  Optimara  Arizona;  Best  in 
Show;  Rodeo  Country;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Allene  Peek.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Little  Sunset,  Joanie  Sleeper.  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Sticky 
Wicket,  Mary  Walbrick.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha-,  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Anita  Mills.  Best  Design,  Norma  Bolin. 

FIRST  GOLDSBORO  AVS,  NC  -Winners:  Best  in  Show;  White  Honey,  Mae 
Bowen.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Frances  Deans.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Mary  Casey. 

FIRST  LAKELAND  AVS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Pink 
Panther,  Rhapsodie  Sonja,  Anastasia;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Sugar  Crystals,  Definitely  Darryl,  Bogeyman,  Marvin  Nester.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Atlanta,  Orion,  Rio  Bravo;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Optimara  Little  Moonstone,  Optimara  Little  Crystal,  Optimara  Little 
Amethyst;  Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Erytle 
Hendershot.  Best  in  Show:  Tiger,  Lea  Gossett.  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’ 
Firefiy,  Christel  Collier.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha,  Lynne  Locke. 
Best  Design,  Barbara  Courson.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Claudette  Brown. 

FIRST  NIGHTERS  OF  DALLAS  AVS,  TX  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Party  Print,  Mary  Craig,  Picasso;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Little  Pro,  Hondo  Honey,  Vagabond;  Best  in  Show:  Party  Print;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Little  Pro,  Martha  Turner.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Favorite  Child,  Rhapsodie  Susi,  Mary  Craig;  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Red  Express,  Rob’s  Sunspot,  Rob’s  Heebie  Jeebie; 
Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Tourmaline,  Virginia  Linson.  Best  Trailer: 
Saintpaulia  magungensis-.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Bill  Foster.  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Paula  Foster.  Best  Design,  Mary  Barta. 

GARDEN  STATE  AV  CLUB,  NJ  -  Winners:  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Saintpaulia  grandifolia  #  237,  Saintpaulia  ionantha,  Saintpaulia 
orbicularis  purpurea-.  Best  Miniature:  Ballet  Snowcone;  Best  Semiminiature: 
TYinket  Rosita;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  grandifolia  #  237  Penny  Wezel. 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Number  32,  Cairo  Cutie,  Woodland  Sprite;  Best 
in  Show;  Number  32;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Nematanthus  ‘Ttopicana’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Gary  Thurman.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Rhona  Thurman. 

GEORGIA  STATE  AVS,  GA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Evangeline,  Cajun  Heritage,  Wrangler’s  Dixie  Celebration;  Best  in  Show: 
Georgia  Lover,  Pierce  Cumpton.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Magnolia,  Marvel,  Lela  Marie,  Joan  Cumpton.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Bee  Boopsie,  Rob’s  Magnetic  Field,  Rob’s  Soliloquy,  Jim 
Wright.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection;  Rob’s  Dandy  Lion,  Irish  Flirt, 
Rob’s  Blue  Kazoo;  Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way  TYail;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Jean  Wright.  Best  Miniature;  Mickey  Mouse;  Best  Semiminiature:  Precious 
Pink,  Lois  Duvall.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Angelika  Bondar. 

GULF  AV  CLUB,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Fredette’s 
Bethesda,  Pink  Niagara,  Georgia  Lover;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Lillian 
Scott.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Smokey  Moon,  Optimara  'Trinidad  , 
Quilting  Bee,  Eleanore  West.  Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature;  Sprite-ly;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Snuggles  Clown;  Best  'Trailer:  Champagne  Pink,  Eleanor 
Duerr.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  diplotricha  Barbara  Cole.  Best  Design,  Maty  Moigan. 


HERITAGE  AVS  &  OAKVILLE  AVS,  ONTARIO,  CANADA  -  Winners:  Best 
in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Wishing  Star;  Best  Miniature:  Coppelia;  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina-,  Best  Gesneriad:  Chtysothemis  ’Copper  Leaf’; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Albert  Adams.  Best  Design,  Brian  Krick.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Josephina  Fitzwilliam. 

INDIANA  STATE  AVS,  IN  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Mary 
Craig,  Phantom  Flash,  Favorite  Child;  Best  in  Show:  Gay  Lady;  Best  Miniature: 
Ice  Princess,  Richard  Nicholas.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Snuggles, 
Ness’  Firefiy,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Michael  Isreal.  Best  'Trailer:  Frosted  Fantasy,  Jeff 
Smith.  Best  Design,  Katrina  Vollraer. 

LONG  ISLAND  AVS,  NY  -Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lela 
Marie,  Vince’s  Choice,  Sansoucy'  Olympe;  Best  in  Show:  Lela  Marie;  Best 
'Trailer:  Altamont,  Marie  Caruso.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection;  Teen 
Sweetheart,  Optimara  Little  Comanche,  Irish  Flirt;  Best  Miniature;  Thmsen; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Teen  Sweetheart,  Dolores  O’Sullivan.  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Jeanne  Maier.  Best  Design,  Lois  Szostak.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Rosemary  Macaluso. 

MAGIC  NIGHT  AVS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Pat 
Champagne,  Magic  Blue,  Wee  Be;  Best  Semiminiature:  Pat  Champagne, 
Hortense  Pittman.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Dean’s  Cupid, 
Dean’s  Aquarius,  Dean’s  Arctic  Frost,  Shirley  Sanders.  Best  in  Show: 
Minako,  Jeannie  Carvajal.  Beat  Miniature:  Petite  Jewel;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Ken  Froboese.  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket;  Best  Design, 
Alma  Hummer.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  Sigi  Falls,  Kim  Helms.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Dea  Johnson. 

MEMPHIS  AVS,  TN  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Victorian 
Velvet,  Carousel  Lady,  Velvet  Frost,  Patricia  Wallace.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection;  Rob’s  Avis  Winnie,  Rob’s  Ice  Maiden,  Snuggles  Rising  Star;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Avis  Winnie,  Brenda  Brasfield.  Best  in  Show:  Kermit; 
Best  Miniature:  Ness’  Angel  Blush,  Ann  Shirley.  Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way 
Trail,  Katherine  Steele.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  difficilis-.  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Iona  Pair. 

MONCTONIAN  AVS,  MONCTON,  CANADA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Red  Ferrari,  Granger’s  Cameo  Queen,  All  That  jazz;  Best  in  Show: 
Red  Ferrari,  Francine  Cain.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Diamond 
Chips,  Snuggles  Blue  Pearl,  Snuggles  Snow  Baby;  Best  'Trailer:  Rob’s  Sticky 
Wicket,  Bonnie  Murray.  Best  Miniature:  Midget  Valentine;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Eva  Belliveau.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
pendula-,  Best  Design,  Sharon  Bailey.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ’Cleopatra’, 
Jeannie  Bell. 

MONTGOMERY  AVS,  AL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Vince’s 
Choice,  Granger’s  Wonderland,  Pink  Confession;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Silver  Spook,  Rob’s  Pink  Prisms,  Snuggles;  Best  Miniature: 
Everdina;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Silver  Spook;  Best  Trailer:  Honey  Bun 
'Rail;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  orbicularis.  Peg  Phythyon.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Suncoast  Paisley  Print,  Grangers  Desert  Dawn,  Makin’ 
Romance;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’s  Thtti  Fruitti,  Wee  Be, 
Rob’s  Gal  Vikki;  Best  in  Show:  Picasso;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Best  Design, 
Donna  Ferguson.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Mary  Moseley, 

MOONLIGHT  AVS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Apache 
Dream,  Bertha,  'Hger;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Boondoggle, 
Rob’s  Mad  Cat,  Rob’s  Heat  Wave;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Mural  Fort.  2nd 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Saintpaulia  confusa,  Saintpaulia  orbicularis 
purpurea,  Saintpaulia  grandifolia-.  Best  'Trailer:  Foxwood  'Rail;  Best  Species; 
Saintpaulia  corxfusa,  Velma  Lewis.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Bo  Peep,  Sassy  Shirley,  Pride  of  Columbus;  Best  in  Show/  Best  Semiminiature: 
Sassy  Shirley;  Best  Miniature:  Peppermint  Girl,  Kyle  Coleman.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Primulina  tabacum,  Michael  Kaprelian.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Bonnie  Harris. 

NASA  AREA  AVS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rodeo 
Showgirl,  Kathe  Denise,  Red  Ferrari,  Charlsie  Hancock.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Dean’s  Arctic,  Sassy  Shirley,  Rob’s  Heat  Wave;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Railer:  Sundown  Rail;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha-. 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Verna  Lawrence.  Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Little 
Moonstone;  Best  Semiminiature:  Snuggles  Rising  Star,  Onalee  McEwen.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  John  Gonzales. 

ORANGE  COUNTY  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection; 
Something  Special,  Marshlands,  Red  Ferrari,  Dorothy  Kosowsky.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Red  Flash,  Rob’s  Denim  Demon,  Rob’s 
Boondoggle;  Best  in  Show:  California  Sunset;  Best  Miniature:  Petite  Fantasy, 
Darryl  Hoover.  Best  Railer:  Redwood  Rail,  Leonard  Re.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  House  of  Amani;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Ed  Hoefer.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ’Mary  Sakamoto’,  Brad  Thompson.  Best  Design, 
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Dale  Martens.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Steve  Gaudin. 

OSHKOSH  VS,  WI  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Devil-May- 
Care,  Melodic  Kimi,  Ode  To  Beauty;  Best  in  Show:  Devil-May-Care;  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  grandifolia  #299,  Kevin  Degner.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Dumplin’,  Ode  To  Beauty,  Snow  Rose,  Betty  O’Neil.  Best 
Miniature:  Optimara  Rose  Quartz;  Best  Semiminiature:  Winnergreen; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Cathy  Heider.  Best  Trailer:  Ramblin’  Dots,  Bill 
Greider.  Best  Gesneriad:  Columnea  'Early  Bird’,  Michelle  Kretzmann.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Betsy  Fox. 

PIKES  PEAK  AVS,  CO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Saintpaulia  nitida,  Saintpaulia  orbicularis  purpurea,  Saintpaulia  pendula 
kizarae-.  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer:  Lil  Run  Around;  Best  Miniature:  Dean’s 
Pure  Sugar;  Best  Semiminiature:  Dean’s  Bunny  Blue;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  orbicularis  purpurea,  Marcia  Balonis.  Best  Design,  Maxine 
Grossman. 

QUAD  CITIES  AVS,  lA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Brazos 
Blue,  Smokey  Moon,  Flash  Fire,  Jackie  Jones.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Twinkle  Pink,  Ness’  Tuttl  Frutti,  Snuggles  Busy  Bee;  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Jackie  Jones.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection;  Favorite  Child,  Suncoast  Paisley  Print,  Rhapsodic  Monique  II;  Best 
TYailer:  Falling  Snow,  Celia  Schafer.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Little 
Pro,  Ness’  Red  Flash,  Hondo  Honey;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature;  Ness’s 
Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Kaleidoscope;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Marlene  Encebretson.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  erandifolia.  John 
Jugenheimer. 

RAYNE  AVS,  LA-Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Moonlight  Lady, 
Natchurly  Nawlins,  Suncoast  Paisley  Print;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle,  Rob’s  Gal  Vikki,  Sugar  Bear  Blues;  Best  Miniature;  Ness’ 
Angel  Blush;  Best  Trailer:  Beacon  Ttail;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina-. 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Lucy  Menard.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Pink  Patti,  Austen’s  Love,  Ocean  Eyes;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Precious  Pink,  Little  Katherine,  Rob’s  Hot  Chocolate;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature;  Precious  Pink,  Leora  Perres.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Donald  Menard. 

RENO/SPARKS  AVS,  NV  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Picasso, 
Leprechaun’s  Frolic,  One  Hundred  Ways;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Rob’s  Catch  Me,  Sum  Pumpkin,  Irish  Flirt;  Best  in  Show;  Blue  Boy;  Best 
Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Pearl;  Best  Gesneriad;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Carol  Mark.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Fresno  Hoedown,  Red 
Sleigh,  Suncoast  Paisley  Print;  Best  Semiminiature:  Bud’s  Irish  Eyes,  Lori 
Marhanka.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Jann  Selleck. 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  AV  COUNCIL,  CO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Joelle,  Harbor  Blue,  Rapid  Transit,  Fran  Ratte’.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Soliloquy,  Cutie,  Ness’  Angel  Babe;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semiminiature:  White  Dew;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Soliloquy;  Best 
Trailer:  Teeny  Bopper,  Betty  Margetts.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Minl/Semi  Collection: 
Teen  Sweetheart,  Precious  Pink,  Rob’s  Match  Point;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Nelly  Levine.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  nitida-.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Marcia 
Balonis.  Best  Design,  Maxine  Grossman. 

SAINTPAULIA  SOCIETY  OF  LONG  ISLAND,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Something  Special,  Merry  Marilyn,  Muffy;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Whodunit,  Rob’s  Toodle  Doo,  Rob’s  Boondo^le; 
Best  in  Show:  Muffy;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  pendula  kizarae-.  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Joseph  Palagonia.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Tiger, 
Picasso,  Pink  Patti,  Donna  Palagonia.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Rob’s  Gal  Vikki,  Rob’s  Pinky  Winky,  Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle,  Marianne 
Gershon.  Best  Miniature:  Lonesome  George;  Best  Semi  miniature:  Cloud 
Kissed;  Best  Trailer:  Falling  Snow,  Kay  Rotando.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Strep tocarpella  ‘Concord  Blue’,  Thomas  Donohoe.  Best  Design,  Carolyn 
Klein.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Edward  Bradford. 

SAINTPAULIA  SOCIETY  OF  SANTA  FE,  NM  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Picasso,  Phantom  Flash,  Coral  Kiss,  Gary  Wells.  Best 
Design,  Debbie  Wells.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Nancy  Robinson. 

SHO-ME  AV  CLUB,  MO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Favorite 
Child,  Nortex’s  Radiant  Haven,  Optimara  Alabama  II;  Best  AVSA  Minl/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Sugar  Pink,  Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s  Blue  Light;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Carol  Allinson.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Wrangler’s 
Snowfields,  Mary  Alice,  Tomahawk;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Dust  Storm; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Kee  Wee’,  Tricia  Taylor.  Best  in  Show:  Coral 
Splendor;  Best  Trailer:  Pixie  Blue,  Johnnie  Proctor.  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s 
S(aiben>',  Norma  War.  Best  Des^,  Bdh  Medkxk.  Design  SweqDStakes,  Sherry  Cowherd . 

SILVERMINE  AVS,  CT  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Windy 
Day,  Ode  To  Beauty,  Wisteria;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Sylvia  Siegel.  2nd 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Picasso,  Fickle  Flirt,  Coral  Glo;  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Bogeyman,  Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s  Gal  Vikki;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Episcia  ‘Kee  Wee’,  Jean  Simons.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’ 


Angel  Blush,  Optimara  Rose  Quartz,  Everdina;  Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature: 
Ness’  Angel  Blush;  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Red  Flash;  Best  Trailer: 
Honeysuckle  Rose;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Lynn  Wallach. 

SOCIETE  DES  SAINTPAULIA  DE  MONTREAL,  QUEBEC,  CANADA  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Favorite  Child,  Picotee  Petticoat, 
Mindi  Brooke;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle, 
Rob’s  Bedazzled,  Irish  Flirt;  Best  in  Show;  Mindi  Brooke;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s 
Angelie;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Monique  Pigeon.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Picasso,  Twilight  Halo, 
Jean-Pierre  Croteau;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob's  Angelie,  Rob’s 
Firebrand,  Everdina;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Nearly  Perfect,  Jean-Marc 
Pigeon.  Best  Trailer:  Cherokee  Trail,  Francine  Pilon.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  ^andifolia,  Claude  Godin.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ’Cleopatra’, 
Nicole  Charbonneau. 

SPRING  BRANCH  AV  CLUB,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Apache  Chief,  Apache  Jewel,  Rita  Hilton;  Best  in  Show:  Apache  Jewel; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Lenora  Munk.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Rodeo  Country,  Mary  Craig,  Rodeo  Showgirl,  J.  C.  Munk.  Best  Miniature: 
Optimara  Little  Moonstone,  Meredith  Hall.  Best  Semiminiature:  Precious 
Pink,  Suzanne  Altenburg.  Best  Trailer:  Saintpaulia  pendula  Ellen  Moskal. 
Best  Design,  Jane  Rexilius.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Ruth  Goeke. 

THE  AVS  OF  STATEN  ISLAND,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Rain  Man,  Shimmer  Frost,  King’s  TVeasure;  Best  in  Show:  Rain 
Man;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Estelle  Wallach.  Best  Miniature.  Pixie 
Princess;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Hera’;  Best  Design,  Margaret 
Scheller.  Best  Semi-miniature;  Wee  Be,  Amy  Cardinale.  Best  TVailer;  Dancin’ 
Trail,  Ted  Wallach.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Lee  Gugliada  and  Les  Gertner 
(tie). 

THE  CAPITAL  CITY  AVS  OF  MONTGOMERY,  AL  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Bertha,  Shameless  Flirt,  Tempest  Sky;  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Vagabond,  Irish  Flirt,  Bogeyman;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Bogeyman,  Archie  Boyd.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lela  Marie, 
Ness’  Viking  Maiden,  Harbor  Blue;  Best  in  Show:  Ness’  Viking  Maiden;  Best 
Species;  Saintpaulia  velutina-,  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Barbara  Strock. 
Best  AVSA  Mlni/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s  Thffy  Pull,  Teen  Sweetheart; 
Best  Miniature:  Linda’s  Joy;  Best  TVailer:  Milky  Way  Ifail;  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Doris  Till. 

THE  FIRST  AVS  OF  DALLAS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Party  Print,  Picasso,  Louise  Constant;  Best  in  Show:  Party  Print; 
Best  Miniature:  Mickey  Mouse;  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue, 
Martha  Turner.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Mary  Craig,  Frosted 
Whisper,  Alpha  Charlie,  Grace  Davis.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Optimara  Little  Aztec,  Optimara  Little  Blackfoot,  Definitely  Darryl;  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  grandifolia,  Paula  Foster.  Best  TYailer:  Foxwood  Trail; 
Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Kathleen  Tompkins.  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Margery  Clive. 

THIMBLE  ISLAND  AVS,  CT  -Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Raspberry  Crisp,  Ness’  Bangle  Blue,  Lavender  Lace;  Best  in  Show:  Raspberry 
Crisp;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Best  Design,  Carolyn  Gaffan.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection;  Nortex  Snowfrill  Haven,  Paradise  Pink,  Victorian 
Velvet,  Susan  Hatch.  Best  Semiminiature;  Irish  Flirt,  Alan  Gaffan. 

TIDEWATER  AVS,  VA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Harbor 
Blue,  Grandma’s  Zach,  Fredette’s  Moonflower;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Pat 
Knight.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Foxwood  Hail,  Milky  Way  Trail, 
Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket;  Best  in  Show/Best  Hailer:  Foxwood  Hail;  Best  Miniature: 
Optimara  Little  Moonstone;  Best  Semiminiature:  Optimara  Little  Hopi;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Marie  Mulroy.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  velutina,  Connie 
Salland.  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘China  Teacup’,  Judy  St.  Germaine.  Best 
Design,  Sue  Hoffmann. 

TOP  CHOICE  AVS,  LA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Blushing 
Ivory,  Wrangler’s  Dixie  Celebration,  Ness’  Silver  Cypress;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle,  Rob’s  Silver  Spook,  Snuggles 
Blushing  Doll;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Best  Design,  Dorothy  Ricketson.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Picasso,  Ness’  White  Bear,  Mindi  Brooke;  Best  Gesneriad; 
Episcia  ’Cleopatra’,  Doris  Thomas.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection; 
Precious  Pink,  Magic  Blue,  Ness’  Frosty  Belle,  Vivian  Kennedy.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Ruby  Parker. 

TUSTANA  AVS,  CA  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Saintpaulia 
grandifolia  #299,  Saintpaulia  tongwensis,  Saintpaulia  nitida-.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  nitida.  Everdina  Inpijn.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Pearls  ‘n’  Rubies,  Victorian  Velvet,  Ness’  Viking  Maiden;  Best  Hailer:  Flashy 
Hail;  Best  Gesneriad:  Nautilocalyx  ‘White  Lightning’;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Steve  Gaudin.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Red  Flash,  Snuggles, 
Rob’s  Denim  Demon,  Darryl  Hoover.  Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature:  Petite 
Jewel,  Gini  McCanne.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Ed  Hoefer.  Best  Design, 
Dee  Probert. 
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AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Anne  Jantzen  *2725  Katrina  Way  •  Mountain  View,  CA  90404 

Please  sendJutMre  contributions  to  Ruth  Warren,  1534  Robeson,  Fall  River,  MA  02722 

Contributions  from  April  1  -  April  30 


Lee  Gugliada,  NJ 

$5.00 

Delaware  Avs 

15.00 

In  lieu  of  judging  fees  from  Centra!  Jersey 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen  and  Hilda 

AVS 

Vander  Meer.  In  lieu  of  travel  expenses  to 

Wah  Kong,  TX 

35.00 

Beryl  Wood  and  Sharon  Toolan 

AV  Study  Club,  TX 

25.00 

Dianne  Good,  MD 

20.00 

Mary  Boland,  Laurene  Jones,  Linda  Abplanalp 

25.00 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s  fee  from  Old  Dominion 

In  lieu  of  travel  expenses  from  Richmond 

AVS  of  Northern  Virginia 

AVS 

Doris  Acree,  TN 

10.00 

Mildred  Bronner,  WA 

25.00 

Allen  Foust,  TX 

3.00 

Bergen  County  AVS,  NJ 

10.00 

Fort  Worth  AVS,  TX 

10.00 

In  Lieu  of  Judges  Fee 

Harry  F.  George,  TX 

10.00 

Delaware  AVS 

20.00 

First  AVS  of  Dallas,  TX 

25.00 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen  and  Hilda 

In  memory  of  Tomasita  Trevino,  mother 

Vander  Meer.  In  lieu  of  travel  expenses  to 

of  Berta  de  Leon 

Laura  Shannon,  Judith  Smith,  Enid  Branson 

Ihra  AVC,  GA 

25.00 

and  Susan  Hanna 

In  memory  of  Catherine  Hicks,  co-founder 

Delaware  AVS 

15.00 

ofThra  AVC 

In  memory  of  Flora  Semen  and  Hilda 

Total: 

$278.00 

Vander  Meer.  In  lieu  of  travel  expenses  to 

Barbara  Jones,  Betty  Girvin,  and  Fran  Cooper 

Total  all  contributions:  $96,588.21 

Contributions  from  May  1  -  May  31 

Theresa  Rowan,  OH  : 

$10.00 

AVS  of  Minnesota 

15.00 

Moonlight  AVS,  TX 

10.00 

In  memory  of  Dora  Baker 

David  Tooker,  Alice  Easter,  Susan  Hanna 

AVS  of  Springfield,  PA 

25.00 

In  lieu  of  judges’  expenses  from  the  the  AVS 

In  memory  of  Madeline  Bishop 

of  Lower  Bucks  Co.  in  memory  of  Hilda 

David  Tooker,  NJ 

5.00 

Vander  Meer  and  Flora  Semen. 

In  lieu  of  judge’s  expenses  from  AVS  of  North 

Carol  Callaghan,  Bessie  Pyle,  Libby  Beneke, 

35.00 

Jersey,  in  memory  of  Flora  Semen 

Angie  Celano,  DE,  Laura  Shannon,  Enid 

Bay  Area  Gesneriad  Society,  TX 

25.00 

Branson,  Susan  Hanna,  PA 

Sylvia  Saalmans,  Ontario 

25.00 

In  lieu  of  judges’  expenses  from  the  AVS  of 

Marjorie  C.  Crosby,  NJ 

15.00 

Springfield,  PA  in  memory  of  Madeline 

In  memory  of  dear  friend  Martha  Crosby 

Bishop 

Central  Jersey  AVS 

25.00 

Donna  Mosher 

10.00 

In  memory  of  Hilda  Vander  Meer, 

Mae  A.  Hartnett,  OH 

10.00 

from  her  friends. 

Carolyn  Heimer,  KS 

10.00 

AVS  of  Syracuse,  NY 

25.00 

Kathleen  Fetner,  CA 

10.00 

Total: 

$271.00 

Mary  Rutigliano,  NY 

1.00 

Total  all  contributions:  $96,859.21 
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Made  from  100%  Post-consumer 
^Recycled  Plastic  and  Organics!', 


VALUE  PACKED  FOR 

SAVINGS! 


YOURPMCE 


/m^m^PACE 

PLUS  SHIPPING 


Now  you  can  “complete  the  rasycHag  Q»de” 
and  get  a  great  value  at  the  same  time.  For 
just  (plus  shipping)  your  ValuePoc^: 
is  loaded  with  attractive,  rugged  and  useful 
indoor  garden  products  for  year-round  use. 
Each  mixed  color  pack  includes:  oae  10" 
flower  pot,  OQg  8"  flower  pot,  one  4"  flower 


pot,  OEg  8  OS.  pbat  sprayer,  a  complete  set 
of  gardening  tools,  one  IJ  gal.  wateiing 
can,  oae  33  os.  Earthwonas™  kids’  wstenag 
caa  aad  one  flyswatter  -  all  made  from 
plastic  YOU  recycle.  Items  like  milk  jugs, 
detergent  bottles  and  drycleaner  bags.  Also 
Sawn  compost  mixed  wi^  rice  hulls  makes  a 


tremendous  4  qt  bag  of  organic  petting  soil; 
recycled  chicken  waste  is  used  to  make  the 
2  ih.  bag  of  Earth  Morsels™  Organic 
Fertilsaer.  Your  Value-Pack  is  complete  with 
a  I  Ib.  bag  of  Blisslersy  Beads™,  recycled 
plastic  beads  -  great  for  flower  pot  drainage, 
soil  aeration  and  for  use  in  terrariums. 


CALL  1-800-663-5519  or  return  the  coupon  below... 


Address  _ 
City _ 


Daytime  Phone 


TIP 

[^MasterCard  VISA  EXP. DATE - 

# _ / _ /_ 

SIGNATUREIREQUIRED) 


PLESESENO  ME _ VALUEPACKS  TO  MY  ADDRESS  l_ 

PL£ASESHIP_ _ VALUEPACKSTO  ABOVE  ADDRESS  $_ 

*ADD  $3.90  per  ValuePaok  for  UPS  shippinn  $_ 
TOTftL  OF  THIS  COMPLETE  OROER  ftZ 


I  MAIL  TO:  I 


f_  Blueberry  Plastic  ‘ISIS  East  Euclid  Ave.  •  Des  Moines,  lA  50313  •  (S15)  265-3339  J 


AVSA  OFFICE 


African  Violet  T-Shirt 

100%  Cotton,  Made  in  U.S.A.,  Excellent  Quality 
Purple  Violet  on  White  Shirt,  Adult  Sizes  M,  L,  XL,  XXL 
$1 1.95,  plus  $4.00  shipping  and  handling 
Mail  quantity.  Size,  and  Payment  to: 

Simmons  and  Co. 

1390  Milliken  Road,  Spartanburg,  S.C.  29303 
(803)  585-6875 


PERSONALIZED  CLUB  LOGO  -  HOLIDAY  CARDS 

Front  of  card  -  Describe  whaf  you  would  like  on  the  front  of  the  card.  Inside  of  card  -  write 
in  what  you  would  like  the  inside  of  the  card  to  say  or  leave  blank  for  handwritten  messages. 


* 


S50  for  100  CARDS  /  FREE  ENVELOPES!! 

FREE  DELIVERY!!! 

4602  Springwater  Court,  No.  E, 

©wings  Mills,  Maryland  21117  •  (410)  356-0737 


FLORALS  OF  FREDERICKS 


Alyce  Droege 


BEST  VARIETIES-=YELLOWS  TOO! 


STANDARDS  IN  3”  &  4”  &  LEAVES 


MINIS 

TRAILERS 

CHIMERAS 

EPISCIAS 


CHIRITAS 
SINNINGIAS 
STREPTOCARPUS 
Other  GESNERIADS 


COMPLETE  GROWERS  SUPPLIES 

design  supplies-books-pincups  2-3/4”  to  5-1/2” 
bioenergy  plus/fertilizers/spray/soil 
dandy  pots-2  sizes-many  colors 
growing  pots,  oyamas,  hanging  baskets 
beautiful  ceramic  wick  pots  (pat.  pend.) 

6  sizes  -  decorator  colors 

beautiful  handpainted  aprons  &  totes  &  china 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES  -  CATALOGUE  $2.00 


lilIMKi 

155  SPARTAN  DR. 

MAITLAND,  FL.  32751 

407  -  339-5533 

Tuesday  -  Saturday  10aiii-6pm 
1-800-771-0899  orders  only 

Florida  Registration  number:  47219602 


V 
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SHIRLEY’S  HOUSE  OF  VIOLETS 

FALL  1995 

LAST  CHANCE  TO  ORDER  BEFORE  THE  WINTER  CUTOFF  FOR  SHIPPING!!! 

We  have  the  following  varieties  and  many  more  still  available! 


ROBINSON  -  Rob’s  Seduction,  Rob’s  Fiddlesticks, 
Rob’s  Green  Jeans,  Rob’s  June  Bug,  Rob’s  Voodoo  Blue. 
(y&SM) 

MUNK  "  Rodeo  Junction,  Rodeo  Jubilee,  Rodeo  Cowboy. 
(Standards) 

HOBBS  -  Dean’s  Hearty  Burgundy,  Dean’s  Evening  Star 


(Standard),  Dean’s  Aquarius,  Dean’s  Sonata. (SM). 

NESS  =  Sassy  Lassy,  Glitter  Lace,  Dancing  Belle. 
(Standards) 

STORK  -  Tailor  Made,  Still  Waters,  Barbara  Ann. 
(Standards) 


We  have  many  trailers  including  Rob’s  Lilli-Pflli,  Rob’s  Wagga  Wagga,  Mission  Beils,  Bobbysox  Belies, 
Cancan  Tr,  The  Madam,  The  Duchess,  Pixie  Eyes,  Pip  Squeak,  Tiny  Wood  Tr,  Ramblin  Ruby. 

Starter  plants  $3.50  each.  When  ordering  from  this  ad,  there  is  a  $14.00  minimum  plus  shipping.  Our  complete  list  is  available  for 
$1 .00  stamps  or  cash.  Anyone  ordering  our  list  after  Nov.  1  will  be  sent  our  1 996  list  in  Jan. 

24  new  leaves  of  our  choice  -  $20.00.  New  and  previous  releases  our  choice  -  24  for  $16.00  or  50  for  $28.00,  plus  shipping. 
Priority  shipping  on  leaves  -  $4.50.  Plants-"$6.00  for  first  6.  25  cents  for  each  additional  plant.  Texans  add  7  3/4%  tax. 

Make  checks  payable  to  -  Shfriey  Sanders  1034  Rayburn  Dr.  San  Antonio,  TX,  78221 

210-923-1093 

WE  SHIP  ONLY  IN  THE  U.S.  AND  ITS  TERRITORIES. 


Freedom®  Planter 

“Grows  Lush,  Healthy  Plants” 

4-lnch  African  Violet  Special 


1.  The  finest  plant  pot  money  can  buy. 

2.  Horticulturally  designed  for  “African  Violets.” 

3.  Just  add  potting  soil  &  plant  and  pour  water  and 
nutrients  Into  seld-contained  reservoir. 

4.  Neat  &  clean.  No  leaks,  no  stains,  no  messes. 

5.  Total  air  circulation  between  the  soil  and  water 
reservoir  at  all  times.  Allows  plant  soil  and  root 
system  to  breathe  oxygen. 

6.  Convenient  water  refill  spout  has  “safety  overflow 
hole.”  Cannot  flood  out. 

7.  Capillary  water  uptake  regulates  capillary 
watering  for  any  type  of  plant. 

8.  Top  edges  rounded  for  leaf  protection. 

i.  Great  for  vacations:  extended  water  supply. 

10.  High  quality  plastic  with  beautiful  textured 
finish.  Snaps  together  as  one-piece  planter. 

11.  Independent  Laboratory  &  Nursery  Tested 
and  Approved 


Paienle^  Dramage 
Bi  air  circuiation 


Patent  #  4198784 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 

or  your  money  back 

4-INCH  SIZE  (2)  Planters  for  $4.98  plus  $3.00  shipping  &  handling  TOTALS  7.98 

(ivory  color)  (4)  Planters  for  $8.98  plus  $3.00  shipping  &  handling  TOTAL  $1 1 .98 

Also  available  In  6  1/2",  9",  and  12  1/2"  Siies  in  Five  Colors 
IVORY,  ROSE,  TAN,  GREEN,  BLUE  Georgia  residents  add  sales  tax 


3345  Owens  Brook  Way 


Mail  to: 

W.F.G.  &  ASSOCIATES 
•  Kennesaw,  Georgia  30152 


770-974-0883 
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African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 

V _ ^ 


Some  9{ezo  Ones: 

ROB’S  BOOLAROO:  lovely,  sparkling  dbl.  light  pink,  heavily 
peppered  w/blue;  heavy  blooming  semimini  trailer 
ROB’S  CATCH  ME:  fluffy  triple  blooms  of  deep  pink,  dotted 
throughout  w/dark  rose;  dark  foliage;  profuse  semimini 
ROB’S  HOCUS  CROCUS:  unusual  sdbl  salmon-pink  bells  tinged 
w/green;  small,  dark  TLV  foliage;  profuse  small  semimini 
ROB’S  LILLI  PILLI:  a  show  winner!;  sdbl.  deep  lav. -pink  w/blue 
fantasy;  great  performing  semimini  trailer 
ROB’S  OOH  LALA:  very  pretty,  large  triple  white  pom-poms, 
heavily  frilled,  edged  in  blue;  wavy  foliage;  semimini 
ROB’S  SEDUCTION:  stunning,  sdbl.  deep  cerise-pink,  petals  tipped 
in  dk.burgandy-red,  then  edged  in  white-green;  dark  TLV  foliage; 
eye-catching  semimini 

ROB’S  WAGGA  WAGGA:  loads  and  loads  of  dk.  blue  dbis.  w/some 
white  mottling  on  tips;  terrific  semini  trailer 
ROB’S  WIND  CHIMES:  a  real  favorite;  large  sdbl.  silver  star  bells 
w/touches  of  It.  green;  dark  TLV  foliage;  semimini 


Some  OCder  favorites: 

ROB’S  HEAT  WAVE:  striking  sdbl.  cream-pink  w/clear  edging  of 
cherry-red;  dark  foliage;  prolific  semimini 
ROB’S  WHODUNIT:  very  striking  large  sdbl.  clear  white  w/bright  red 
eye,  thin  edge;  masses  of  bloom;  great  semimini 
ROB’S  ZERO  GRAVITY:  loads  of  med.  blue  sdbls.  w/puffs  of  pink; 

perfect,  dark  TLV  foliage;  excellent  mini  showplant 
PLUS  14  other  new  ones  for  1995,  and  dozens  of  others... 

SampCing  ofStreptocarpus 

BLACK  MAGIC:  nearly  black  blooms;  compact  grower 
BLUE  HEAVEN:  loads  of  darling  medium  blue  sdbls.  w/white  throat, 
lavender  veining 

FIREWORKS:  white  w/heavy  red  veining  on  lower  petals 
PINK  SOUFFLE’:  very  unusual;  dbl.  salmon  pink  w/large  white  throat, 
yellow  in  center;  profuse 

Dozens  of  other  varieties.  All  bloom  constantly,  year-round,  and 

require  same  culture  as  do  violets.  Try  some! 

PRICES:  $3.25  per  plant 
Please  add  $6  for  postage  and  packaging 

Club  project  and  wholesale  plants  at  discount  prices 

SEND  $1  (refunded)  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 
Safe  delivery  guaranteed  on  all  orders 

DR.  RALPH  ROBINSON  (‘ROB’) 

PHONE:  716-374-8592 
P.O.  BOX  9,  NAPLES,  NEW  YORK  14512 


-Vi 


'‘v- 

Vx'-? 


vr 


l/ioiot  Ro$fK 


Violets  by  Munk,  Kents,  Hortense’s  Honeys,  Gehr,  Lyon, 
Champion,  Croteau,  Wasche  and  Cox.  Also  several  yellows. 


Send  a  business  size  self-addressed  and  stamped  envelope  for  a  1995  descriptive  list.  See  my 
ad  on  page  51  of  the  May-June  1995  issue  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine.  Fall  shipping  season 

will  be  September  and  October. 

ALICE  PITTMAN 


129  Zeigenbein  Road 
Waynesville,  MO  65583 
Phone:  314-336-4763 


TravisNiolets. 

P.  O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 

2  FREE  VIOLETS 


Phone  1-912-574-5167 
1-912-574-5236 
ORDERS  ONLY- 


Fax  1-912-574-5173 


New  &  older  varieties  of  African  Violets,  from  leading  hybridizers,  and  our  own  new  plants.  All  orders 
before  November  1  will  receive  2  FREE  PLANTS  with  every  10  plants  ordered.  Send  $1  for  our  new 
1995  catalog,  or  order  from  our  ad  in  the  January  issue  of  AVM.  Try  our  super  special  12  Husky 
Starters  -  all  different  -  $30  Postpaid  -  All  plants  our  choice.  VISA-MASTERCARD  -  List  ail  info  on 
card  -  Min.  card  order  $30.  ad  expires  09/30/95 


52  Afric/w  Violet  Magazine 


September  •  October  1995 


BIG  SKY  VIOLETS 


OPTIMARA  wick-reservoirs 


1  '  10 

11-24 

25  or  more 

1  1  /4"  -  miniwell 

$1.00 

$0.95 

$0.90 

2  1/8"  -  midwell 

$1.75 

$1.65 

$1.55 

4"  -  maxiwell 

$2.60 

$2.45 

$2.25 

Dsundy  Pot  &  Mini  Dandy  reservoir  wick  planters 
Colors:  white,  purple,  lavender,  It.  pink,  mauve.  It.  blue, 
med.  blue.  It.  green,  dk.  green,  apricot,  brown. 

Dandy  Pot;  4"  with  1"  leaf  support  &  16  oz  reservoir  -  $5.50 

Mini  Dandy:  2  1/4"  with  3/4"  leaf  support  &  4oz  reservoir  -  $3.75 

Swift’s  Moist  Rite  planter;  white.  It.  green  or  black 

$3.50  ea  -  6/$17.15  -  12/$33.00  -  24/$63.30 

Oyama  “Texas  Style”  planters:  white,  brown,  terracotta 


Size 

1 

6 

12 

1  1/2" 

$0.99 

$5.60 

$10.39  (White  Only) 

2  1/2" 

1.55 

8.25 

15.29 

4" 

2.25 

11.65 

21.59 

5" 

2.55 

14.00 

26.00 

6" 

4.95 

27.85 

51.65  (White  Only) 

Optimara  Potting  Soil:  ultra  light,  ph  balanced 
1  for  $3.69  3  for  $  10.35  6  for  19.20 

Optimara  Violet  Food:  15  pre-measured  packets  per  box 
1  for  $1.75  4  for  $6.40  12  for  $17.95 

Fredette’s  Allegro:  plant  tonic  for  cuttings  &  starter  plants 
4oz  bottle:  1  for  $2.50  3  for  $7.00  6  for  $13.00 

Naccosan:  prevents  Algae  on  matting  or  in  reservoirs 
1  pint  bottle  -  $7.45 

Bioneemi  A  botanical  insecticide  from  the  Neem  tree.  For 
control  of  Thrips  and  other  insects.  Safe  for  use  around  people 
and  pets.  8oz  concentrate  -  $8.35 

Sucker  Plucker:  a  must  have  tool  for  grooming  -  $1.95  each 
Grooming  Brush:  great  for  cleaning  leaves  -  $3.50  each 
Natural  Sponge:  very  gentle  for  removing  dust  -  $1.25  each 


Shipping  Charges:  $7.00  or  10%  of  total,  wMchever  is  greater. 
For  catalog  listing  many  other  items  send  $2.50,  cash  or  stamps 
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JUST  ENOUGH  SINNINGIAS 

Catalog  $2  (with  color  photos  $5) 
Make  check  payable  to  Patti  Schwindt, 
P.O.  Box  560493,  Orlando,  FL  32856. 


NEPTUNE^S  HAR¥ESTi 

Organic  Fish  Fertilizer.  Pleasant  smelling. 
Indoor/Outdoor  use.  Commercially  proven. 
Outperforms  chemicals,  Wholesaie/retail. 
1  (800)  259-GROW. 


SPERLING  BOOKS: 

Send  for  our  African  Violet  Book  List. 

Please  send  Wants,  Free  Search. 
Sperling  Books  160  E.  38th  St.  25-EAV 
N.Y.,  N.Y.  10016 


PAST  ISSUES  OF  MAGAZINES 
AVM  1978  THRU  1993 
GSN  1964  THRU  1988 
Lenora  Munk 

2015  Bauer  Drive,  Houston,  TX  77080 
713-465-9400 


JUDY’S  VIOLETS  FALL  SALE 

12  New/Previous  Starter  Plants  $24.00 
Plus  $7.00  shipping  each  assortment.  Offer  expires  10/1/95. 
Judy’s  Violets 

9  Graeler  Drive,  Creve  Coeur,  MO  63146 


INDOOR  &  PATIO  GARDENING:  The  magazine  about  plants  and  small 
gardens:  6  Issues/1  Year  @  $17.85.  Every  issue  features  selected  houseplants— 
their  care  and  remedies.  Make  your  favorite  house  plants  healthier  and  lovelier! 
Cultivate  new  species.  Decorate  with  plants.  Grow  herbs,  fruits  and  vegetables 
in  containers.  Plus,  garden  crafts,  projects  for  kids,  and  garden  travel!  Send 
check  or  money  order  for  $17.85  to  Indoor  &  Patio  Gardening 
Subscriptions,  P.O.  Box  1182,  Fort  Washington,  PA  19034.  (Remit  in  U.S. 
funds  only.  Please  allow  up  to  8  weeks  for  delivery.) 


THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A  LIST  OF  NEW  AVSA 

MEIVIBERSHIP  RATES 

INDIVIDUAL 

18.00 

INTERNATIONAL  INDIVIDUAL 

20.50 

ASSOCIATE 

10.00 

INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCIATE 

11.50 

COMMERCIAL  (USA) 

30.00 

INTERNATIONAL  COMMERCIAL 

33.75 

AFFILIATE 

20.00 

INTERNATIONAL  AFFILIATE 

22.50 

COUNCIL 

20.00 

LIFE  MEMBER  (USA) 

275.00 

INTERNATIONAL  LIFE  MEMBER 

325.00 

LIBRARY 

18.00 

INTERNATIONAL  LIBRARY 

20.50 

2501  E.  23rd  Ave. 
Fremont  NE  68025 
(402)72F1478 


Minimum  order:  $10.00  plus  shipping 
Shipping  charge;  $6.00 

1995  RELEASES  FOR  FALL  SHIPPING^ 

Aria  -  deep,  bright  blue/purple  single  to  semidouble  stars  with 
rounded  points,  edged  in  white;  dark  green  show  foliage  heavily 
variegated  with  pink  and  cream,  (only  one  leaf  per  order;  very 
limited  supply) 

Auctioneer  -  large  and  showy  vibrant  fuchsia-red  double  stars; 
sturdy  symmetrical,  light-to-ro.edium  green  foliage. 

Cheerleader  -  beautiful  bicoiored  semidouble  to  double  pansies  of 
brilliant  pink  and  white;  blossoms  cluster  over  symmetrical 
tailored  foliage;  show  plant. 

Homeward  Bound  -  large  blue  double  blossoms  with  ruffled 
white  edges  are  generously  mounded  over  dark  green  foliage. 

Impostor  -  lovely  rich  plum-wine  full  double  stars  are  trimmed 
with  bright  white  edges;  attractive,  shiny  dark  green  and  cream 
variegated  show  foliage;  a  beauty! 

Marching  Band  -  our  most  popular  new  hybrid  by  far  in  St. 
Louis;  exciting,  vibrant  fuchsia-pink  semidouble  pansies  bordered 
with  a  wide  band  of  raspberry-red  glitter;  the  blossoms  seem  to 
glow  atop  deep  green  tailored  symmetrical  show  foliage. 

On  Parade  -  semidouble  white  and  lavender-purple  bicolor 
pansies;  symmetrical  light-to-medium  green  foliage. 

Pen  ‘n’  Ink  -  large,  showy,  semidouble  white  pansies  strikingly 
edged  with  deep  violet  blue;  plain  tailored  symmetrical  foliage; 
excellent  show  plant. 

Sockeye  -  salmon/coral  pink  pansies  bordered  with  red  glitter  and 
sometimes  a  fine  white  edge;  very  unusual  blossom  color,  but 
unfortunately  does  tend  to  have  very  brittle  foliage,  (only  one  leaf 
per  order;  extremely  limited  supply) 

Solar  Eclipse  -  dark  blackish  purple  semidouble  stars  trimmed 
with  fine  white  edges;  medium  green  and  cream  variegated 
foliage. 

Strawberry  Shake  -  masses  of  creamy  pink  semidouble  stars, 
occasionally  with  rose  shadings,  over  outstanding  deep  green 
tailored  symmetrical  show  foliage;  easy  show  plant! 

Wishing  Well  -  very  large  vibrant  purple  semidouble  stars  with 
crinkly  greenish-white  edges;  heavy  bloomer;  medium-to-dark 
green  moderately  wavy  foliage. 

We  are  shipping  leaves  only  this  fall.  Leaves  of  the  above  1995 
releases  are  $2.00  each.  (Note:  as  much  as  possible,  two  leaves  will 
be  sent,  supply  permitting.)  Order  from  this  ad,  or  send  50  cents  for 
our  complete  fall  list. 

Orders  must  be  received  by  October  10,  so  that  shipping  can  be 
done  before  our  cold  weather  begins. 
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!  EXTRA  !  SPECIAL  FALL  SALE  !  EXTRA! 

HELP!  Please  save  our  remaining  beautiful,  precious  “babies”  from  going  to  the  Great  Violet  Heaven! 

W  Open  your  hearts  and  homes  -  adopt  them  to  thrive  under  your  expert  TLC!  'm 
These  starters  need  to  find  loving  homes  as  our  shelves  must  be  emptied  to  make  room  for  next  year’s  babies.  The  plants  are  of  good  size,  WELL 
ESTABLISHED  in  2  1/4”  or  2  1/2"  wicked  pots.  All  are  show-quality  varieties,  both  old  and  new,  created  by  the  premier  American  and  Canadian 

hybridizers;  also  some  from  Japan  and  England. 

>  >  4- 

*  OUR  CHOICE,  ESTABLISHED  STARTER  PLANTS,  $3.00  EACH,  PLUS  SHIPPING  # 

You  may  specify  your  preferences  in  plant  sizes  (Standards,  minis,  semi-minis,  and/or  trailers),  bloom  color,  style,  and  foliage.  We  will  do  our  best 
to  follow  your  directions,  subject  to  availability.  All  varieties  will  be  marked  and  not  duplicated  in  your  order.  If  you  have  received  plants  and/or 
leaves  from  The  Violet  Express  this  year,  your  earlier  order(s)  will  be  checked  to  avoid  duplication  of  previously  ordered  varieties. 

Of  CUSTOMER’S  CHOICE,  ESTABLISHED  STARTER  PLANTS,  $3.25  EACH,  PLUS  SHIPPING  Of 
If  ordering  “customer’s  choice”,  be  sure  to  list  plenty  of  acceptable  substitutes  in  the  event  that  we  are  sold  out  of  your  requested  varieties.  We  will 
not  sub  unless  absolutely  necessary.  If  you  have  a  question  regarding  the  availability  of  varieties,  please  give  us  a  quick  call  or  drop  us  a  note. 

NOTE:  These  sale  prices  also  include  our  selection  of  Chiritas,  Columneas,  Episcias  (very  limited!!),  and  Streptocarpus 

These  special  sale  prices  do  not  include  leaves  and  the  following  varieties: 

^  THE  “YELLOW”  AND  “IVORY  BLENDS”  listed  on  pages  19  &  20  of  my  catalog.  * 

PLANTS  OF  THE  VARIETIES  ON  THESE  TWO  PAGES  ARE  ‘SPECIALLY  PRICED  AT  $7.00  EACH. 

4  OUR  SUPPLY  OF  THESE  VARIETIES  IS  LIMITED  ^ 

*  CHIMERAS  PRICED  AT  $15.00  IN  THE  CATALOG,  NOW  FOR  $12.00  * 

Chimeras  listed  at  or  below  $12.00  in  the  catalog  are  at  the  regular  price. 

❖  SELECTION  OF  AVAILABLE  CHIMERAS  IS  LIMITED  ❖ 

4-  ♦  ♦ 

Minimum  order,  $15.00 plus  shipping. 

SHIPPING  INFORMATION 

WISCONSIN,  MINNESOTA,  WESTERN  MICH.,  NORTHERN  ILL.  ONLY  SENT  VIA  UPS.  $6. 75  BASIC  SHIPPING. 

ALL  OTHER  CONTIGUOUS  STATES  VIA  PRIORITY  MAIL.  $10.75  BASIC  SHIPPING. 

Please  refer  to  page  71  of  our  1995  catalog  for  details  on  shipping  &  for  Hawaii/Alaska  shipments. 4- 
If  UPS  2nd  Day  Air  is  preferred,  call  for  shipping  costs. 

ALL  ORDERS:  Add  to  shipping  charges:  50  cents  for  each  plant  after  the  1st  4  plants  ordered. 

Add  to  shipping  charges:  10  cents  for  each  leaf  after  the  1st  12  leaves  ordered. 

SALES  TAX:  Wisconsin  residents,  add  5  1/2%  sales  tax  to  the  total  of  plants  and  shipping  charges. 

❖  ^  ORDERS  FOR  FALL  SHIPPING  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  BY  OCTOBER  1ST.  ^  ❖ 

Shipping  through  October,  weather  permitting.  Gifts  are  sent  with  every  order! 

4  Your  orders  are  expertly  wrapped  and  packed  with  TLC.  4- 
OVER  600  VARIETIES  IN  OUR  1995  CATALOG  -  $2.50 
ALL  ARE  FULLY  DESCRIBED  &  INDEXED,  WITH  AVSA  &  DIXIE  REGISTRATION  NUMBERS  LISTED 

4  4  4 

Have  you  tried  our  especially  blended,  light  and  fluffy  A  V  soiless  mix?  It’s  GREA  TU! 

•Peter’s  &  Volkmann’s  fertilizer  •  Superthrive  •  “Sucker  pluckers”  •  Flats,  eggcrating,  mats  &  domes  •  Orthene  PT  1300* 

Dandy  Pots,  Large  &  Mini  sizes  •  Elisa’s  leaf  support  rings,  6",  9",  13"* 

Supplies  are  shipped  year  ‘round. 

GENOLA  B.  COX  - 1440-41  Everett  Road,  Eagle  River,  WI  54521  Tel:  (715)  479-3099 
Visit  our  “growing  family”  in  the  beautiful  Northwoods  of  Wisconsin. 

The  Fall  colors  are  spectacular  in  this  neck  of  the  woods  -  almost  as  pretty  as  the  violets! 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  10-4  Closed  Sundays,  Mondays  and  Holidays. 
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“You  CAN  Fool  Mother  Nature 


Hydroponics  and 
Indoor  Gardening 


Hydroponic 
Systems 
•  Grow  Lights 

•  Nutrients 

•  Rockwooi 
Light  movers 


JIM  WILDMAN 

133  Rosemont  Drive 
Syracuse,  NY  13205 

Specializing  in  Minis  &  Trailers 
Shipping  April  1st  -  Oct.  15th 
African  Violet  Leaves 
&  Related  Supplies 


Send  $1 .00  for  list  -  $.50  credited  with  order 
Visitors  Welcome  By  Appointment 

Telephone  -  315-492-2562 

SPECIALS 

12  leaves,  my  choice  -  $14.00  postage  paid 
24  leaves,  my  choice  -  $25.00  postage  paid 

48  leaves,  my  choice  -  $45.00  postage  paid 


Fmit  is  hewei 
Mids  are  back  to  schootf 

XQSSt_treat  uoursttlff 

It^s  not  too  late  to  order! 

Shipping  thru  October 
mrect  from  the  hybridizer 

Full  eolor  cmtulmg 
available 

U.S.  Customers  $3.00 

international  Customers  $6.00 

l^dott  Lymt  Gt^ettftimses,  Iitc. 

Dept.  AV 

14  Mutchler  St.  Dolgeville,  NY  13329 

**Where  The  Violets  AreP^ 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS  by 

QUALITY  ASSORTMENT  SPECIALS 

Our  choice  of  new  and  older  varieties  in  2 


■1/2"  pots,  bud  &  bloom,  each  variety  different. 


New  for  Fall  ‘95 
5  New  Standards 
1  New  Chimera 

Please  Send  SSAE  for  list. 


Total  Ordered 

Standards 

Minis 

Chimeras 

5  plants 

$2 

.00 

ea 

$1 

.80 

ea 

$3.80 

ea 

10  plants 

$1 

.75 

ea 

$1 

.50 

ea 

$3.50 

ea 

15  plants 

$1 

.60 

ea 

$1 

.35 

ea 

$3.00 

ea 

20  plants 

$1 

.45 

ea 

$1 

.20 

ea 

$2.60 

ea 

25  plants 

$1 

.30 

ea 

$1 

.00 

ea 

$2.25 

ea 

Please  add  $6.25  for  shipping. 

West  coast  add  extra  400  per  plant. 


We  specialize  in 

blooming  assortments  for 
club  show  sales 


Assortments  can  be  mixes  of  standards,  minis,  and 

GRANGER  GARDENS  •  1060  Wilbur 


chimeras.  Not  applicaple  with  discount  coupons.  Send  SSAE  for  list. 

Road  •  Medina,  OH  44256  •  Phone  216-239-2349 
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INDOOR  GARDENING  SUPPLIES 

P.  O.  Box  40567-AV  •  Detroit,  Ml  48240  •  Phone  (313)  426-9080  •  Fax:  (313)  426-7803 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

>  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  > 

>  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  4^  ACCESSORIES  4- 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $29.63  12  =  $51 .88  24  =  $100.06 


G48PLA  $347.60 
W/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shelfs  w/8  Trays 
70H  X  27L  X  23D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID. 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX 
VISA,  MASTERCARD,  CHECKS  &  COD'S  ACCEPTED 

FREE  32  PAGE  CATALOG 


WP156AW  $22.00 
Window  Planter 
3  Trays,  12  Pots 
3  Pcs  Eggcrate, 
12  Wicks 


The  Association  for  plant 
&  flower  people  who  grow 
in  hobby  greenhouses  and 
windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues  $15  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $17  US  fundsIMO) 
($18  Overseas,  US  ^nds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3 

Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2.50 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  Violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ’round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  Journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer 
3508  Seltzer,  Plano  TX  75023 


For  Information  and  Orders 
Call  Mon.  thru  Fri.  8:30  5:00 

800-780-2320 

Commercial  Inquiries  Welcome 
3  Year  Limited  Warranty 
Shipping  and  Handling 
U.S.  $12.00 


Your  Plants  Are 
Ultimate  Water 


Foil  Can  Tell  When  They  Are 
Happy  How  They  React  To 
Quality  Water, 

Protect  Your  Plants  and  Your  Investment... 
Eliminate  harmful  chemicals  with  Nature's  Way 
Reverse  Osmosis  Purifiers.  Remove  impurities 
which  cause  so  many  problems.  Up  to  98%  Pure. 
YOUR  PLANTS  WILL  THANK  YOU... 
iVlodel  BO-30, 4  Stage  R.O.  Unit  oo 

»  30  Gallons  Per  Day  ‘TFC  Membrane  I 

Many  Other  Models  and  Sizes  A  vailable 

BEST  PRICES  IN  THE  INDUSTR  Yf 


4411  BEE  RIDGE  ROAD,  STE.  195 
SARASOTA.  FLORIDA  34233 

SINCE  1964 


Control  Fungal  Diseases 

No  Visible  Residue 


Plivton^ 


Convenient  2-oz.  Size 


For  information,  contact: 
Source  Technology  Biologicals,  Inc. 
1-800-356-8733 
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Aquamati^ 


FEED& 
WATER  ALL 
YOUR  HOUSE 
PLANTS! 


Exclusive  Fertilizer/Proportioner 
Bottle. 

Watering  wand  and  misting  attach¬ 
ments. 

Exclusive  positive-lock  aerator  adap¬ 
tor. 

Sure  and  easy  on/off  “push  button”. 
50  foot  rugged,  break-resistant 
vinyl  hose. 

Full  one-year  warranty  on  parts 
and  labor. 

Jiauamatic  !Hose 

$23.99 

Shipping  &  Handling  $5.00 
NY  Residents  add  $2.32  tax 
Visa  &  MasterCard  accepted. 

Phone  Orders  Accepted. 


v _ 

PLANT  COLLECTIBLES 

103  KENVIEW  AVE.,  DEPT.  AV,  BUFFALO,  NY  14217 
(716)  875-1221 

TOP  QUALITY  SUPPLIES  -  LOW  PRICES  -  FAST  SERVICE 
Catalog  features  lOO's  of  products  for  your  Violet  needs. 

POTS.. POTS..  POTS...(ALL  SIZES  &  COLORS),  MICRO-IVIINI 
POTS,  MINI  WELLS,  RESERVOIRS  (ALL  COLORS),  SAUCERS, 
HANGING  POTS,  MARKERS,  HUMIDITY  DOMES,  FLATS  & 
INSERTS,  INDOOR  WATERING  HOSES  &  MUCH  MORE.  WHOLE¬ 
SALE  &  RETAIL.  PROUD  TO  BE  YOUR  OS  PLASTIC  WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTOR.  INDIVIDUALS  &  CLUBS  ENCOURAGED  TO  BUY 
FULL  CASES  AT  WHOLESALE  PRICES 


FULL  LINE  OF  PLANT  STANDS, 
LIGHT  FIXTURES  &  ACCESSORIES. 


MasterCord . 


CATALOG  FREE  -  Send  3  Stamps  for  Postage. 


STANDARDS 

MINIS 

TRAILERS 


MORE  OLDIES  &  NEW  VARIETIES 


STREPS 

SUPPLIES 


SUSAN  MILLER 
$1 .50  Refundable  List  Price 
419-875-5194 
By  Appt.  Only 

Will  have  most  new  Lyons  varieties,  leaves  only 
for  fall  shipping  $1.50  each 


14240  Mohler  Road 
Liberty  Center,  OH  43532 


ARE  YOUR  PLANTS 
MISSING  SOMETHING?, 


m 


Ordinary  fertilizers  contain  N-P-K  and 
occasionally  some  trace  elements.  Only  DYNA-GRO 
LIQUID  NUTRIENTS  with  Pro-TeKt  silicon  supplement, 
supply  all  6  macronutrients  plus  all  11  trace  elements 
essential  for  complete  plant  nutrition.  Grow  award 
winning  Violets  with  DYNA-GRO!  Here's  \^at  a  satisfied 
customer  has  to  sayt  "Before  using  Dyna-Gro,  my  plants 
were  Just  sitting  still.  I  started  using  Dyna-Gro  Just 
weeks  before  the  show.  With  31  plants,  I  won,  the 
Sweepstakes  Ribbon,  Best  Collection,  10  Best  in  Class,  30 
First  piece,  and  1  Red  Ribbon. 

What  a  difference,  I  really  like  your  products!" 

WE’VE  GOT  WHAT  IT  TAKES! 

1L 


The  ^lltritioll  .Vuliiiiuii"' 


ms 

1065  Broadway,  San  Pablo,  California  94806 

Call  800-DYNA-GRO  for  Award  Winning  Formulas 


3  shelf  stand,  Model  3S48.  Width  51-1/2,  Depth  23-1/2,  Height  67-1/4  inches. 
Plant  stands  include  all  parts  needed.  Framework,  Plastic  Trays,  Bolts, 
Metal  Hooks,  11  inch  Bulb  Spaced  Fluorescent  Fixtures,  Gro-Lux  wide 
spectrum  fluorescent  Lamps,  Growing  Guide  and  Instructions. 

Color  catalog  on  African  Violets,  Plant  Stands  &  Supplies  $1 .00, 

Phone  for  freight  charges  214-526-3484. 

VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES,  2714  Minetl  St.,  Dallas,  Texas  75219 


BELISLE’S  VIOLET  HOUSE 

MARCIA  BELISLE 

P.  O.  Box  1 1 1  AV 
Radisson,  Wisconsin  54867-01 1 1 
(715)  945-2687 

QUALITY  VIOLETS  CHOICE  GESNERIADS  CATALOG  $2.00 


BEAUTIFUL 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


Assortments 

Leaves 

Starters 

1 0  Standard 

6.95 

21.95 

10  Miniature 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Semiminiature 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Trailers 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Mixed 

5.95 

19.95 

10  mixed/all  new 

7.95 

24.95 

NO  MORE  DUPLICATE  PLANTS  OR  LEAVES 
We  are  now  offering  a  new  sen/ice  to  our  customers.  With  your  first  order, 
send  us  a  list  of  stock  numbers  from  our  catalogue  for  varieties  you  already 
have,  or  do  not  wish  to  receive.  Our  computer  will  automatically  exclude  these 
varieties  from  any  order  we  send  to  you,  including  assortments.  You  may  also 
update  your  list  of  stock  number  with  each  order.  We  can  only  provide  this  ser¬ 
vice  through  the  use  of  our  stock  numbers-please  do  not  send  us  a  list  of  the 
names  of  your  plants.  Send  $1  for  our  catalogue,  or  receive  it  free  with  your 
first  purchase.  Pat’s  choice  only  on  assortments.  With  each  $25  of  merchan¬ 
dise  ordered,  including  supplies,  you  will  receive  a  FREE  YELLOW  OR 
CHIMEFiA  STARTER  PLANT.  Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $1 5.  Packing 
and  shipping  $6  plus  .25  per  plant  after  the  first  10  plants,  .10  per  leaf  after 
the  first  ten  leaves.  We  ship  best  way  to  your  location,  and  use  whatever 
method  that  will  NORMALLY  allow  your  order  to  arrive  within  2  days.  Make 
checks  payable  to:  DUNLAP  ENTERPRISES,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO 
63050 
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NORTH  AMERICA’S  LARGEST  SELECTION 
OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  AND  GESNERIADS 

Offering  you  a  superior  selection  of  the  most  Popular  and  Award  Winning  Violets! 

Try  These  Beautiful  NEW  INTRODUCTIONS  FOR  1995  By  Leading  Canadian  Hybridizers: 

Natalia’s:  CORAL  ROCH  -  CHERRY  PARFAIT  =  EXTRAVAGANTE  -  LOIS  RUSH  - 
MOUSTACHE  -  MEAT  COVE 

J.  Bell:  JEANIE’S  PET  -  DONNA  MARIE  -  SANDY  KIERSTEAD  -  SUSAN  BROOKS 
A.  Adams:  COPPELIA  -  CORONA  -  CURLINA  -  FUN  AND  JOY  -  TWICE  AS  NICE 
Y.  Decelles:  BOUQUET  -  OBSESSION  -  SERENADE 

Y.  Lambert:  VON’S  CHRISTMAS  TOY  -  VON’S  CHERUB  -  VON’S  SIMPLE  SIMON  - 
VON’S  BABY  JAY  -  VON’S  SMALL  GIFT 
G.  Durand:  NEW  BORN  -  SILK  TAFFETA 
L.  Laufer:  CARALIL’S  DREAM  SPEAKER  -  CARALIL’S  DANCER 

NEW  AND  OLDER  VARIETIES  BY  POPULAR  U.S.  HYBRIDIZERS: 

Blansit  -  Boone  -  Munk;  Robinson  -  Pittman  -  Smith  -  Swift  -  Lyon  Greenhouses  - 
Granger  Gardens  -  E.  Adams’-  Gehr  -  Bryant  -  Johnson  -  Wasmund  -  Burns  -  Stork  -  R.  Cox  ■ 

Champion  -  Maas 

YELLOW  VIOLET  VARIETIES  BY:  Blansit  -  Sorano  -  Gehr  -  Pittman 

Also  a  wonderful  selection  of  CHIMERAS  -  TRAILERS  -  SAINTPAULIA  SPECIES 

OVER  700  HYBRID  AND  SPECIE  GESNERIADS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

Miniature  Sinningia  -  Episcia  -  Streptocarpus  -  Columnea  -  Chirita  -  Aeschynanthus  - 

Achimenes  -  Kohleria 

Terrarium  Plants  &  Fragrant  Flowering  Plants 
Wholesale  pricing  -  Club  discounts  -  Project  plants 

Don’t  delay!  Order  our  60  page  mail  order  catalogue  today! 

U.S.  &  Canada  $2.50  /  Overseas  $5.00 

VISIT  OUR  GREENHOUSE  OPEN  10:00  to  5:00  Tuesday  through  Sunday 
124  ch.  Grapes,  Sawyerville,  Quebec 


WE  SHIP  INTERNATIONALLY 
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AV  WORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 

Thanks  to  "G-T-S”  I  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 

I  tell  everyone,  “If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren’t 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential.”  Mrs.  M.  L.  Home 
(Includes  unique  chapter  on  “Miniaturing  The  Miniatures”) 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  112  pages 
S'A  X  11  paperback 


usa/canada  ^  OC 
$1,50  p&h  +  i&.yo 
calif  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage:  $7.50 
air  mail,  or  $2.50  surface 

AV  Enterprises  Press 
P.O.  Box  6778-A 
Oxnard,  CA  93030 

SAVE  *1.95 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.20  ea.)  usa/can  p&h  75<t  each 
(save  75<l:  ea.)  total  $1.95!  Overseas  $1.20  ea.  surface. 


Have  a  Wofld 
of  Qrduds 
at  You* 
Flngotips! 

Join  the  American 

Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating  world 
of  orchids  each  month  when  you 
become  a  member  of  the  American 
Orchid  Society.  Your  journey  begins  when  you  open  the 
American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to  pages  filled  with 
priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid  culture  accompanied 
by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid  photographs.  A  special 
advertising  section  helps  locate  sources  of  orchid  plants, 
supplies,  items  from  the  AOS  Book  Department  and 
whatever  else  is  needed  to  become  a  successful  grower. 
Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to  your 
fingertips.  Please  write  or  call  for  a  free,  four-color 
membership  brochure  and  let  the  Journey  begin. 

American  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 

6000  South  Olive  Avenue  •  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 
(407)  585-8666 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  LEAF  SUPPORTS 

5  Sizes 
6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 
9"&12"  fit  up  to  5"  pot 
1 5"  &  1 8"  fit  up  to  8"  pot 

made  of  leaf-green  plastic,  fit  any  type  of  pots 
send  stamped,  addressed,  long  envelope 
for  price  list  and  current  shipping  charges 

J  F  INDUSTRIES 

CHR-65  Box  309-1  Pryor,  OK  74361-9644 

1-918-434-6768 


/4cnee 

^neati04€^ 

Custom  fVlade  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


VVONNE  AGREE 

3235  Lockmoor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  75220 
(214)  357-6045 


Hybrid  Tea  Roses  •  Antique  Roses 
African  Violets  •  Gesneriads 
AV  Soil  •  Supplies 

bzell  Rose  Nursery 
&  Violet  Boutique 

1995  catalog  $1.00  (refundable) 
Visitors  welcome  by  appointment 


BilSy  ind  Carolp  Roiell 
12206  Hwy,31  West 

Tyler,  TX  75709-9738 


Fax: 


903-595-5137 

903-593-7956 
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VIOLET  SHOWCASE 
FALL  SPECIALS 


%# 


Vioiet  Showcase  Plant  Assortment  -  Six  different  standard  sized  starter  plants  will  be 

chosen  for  you  from  our  available  stock  when  your  order  arrives.  We  will  choose  an  assortment  of  leaf  and  blossom 
types  and  bloom  color  in  each  shipment.  All  plants  will  be  husky,  well-rooted,  named,  labeled  varieties  in  2  1/4"  pots. 
A  $25  value  -  our  choice  of  varieties  -  only  $14.50  which  includes  packing  and  Priority  yail  shipping,  and  a  free 
catalog/list,  or  $27  per  dozen  plants.  Minis,  trailers,  and  variegated  foliage  types  available  upon  request. 

Violet  Showcase  Basic  Supplies  Kit  “  All  of  the  supplies  necessary  to  try  wick 

watering  (a  great  way  to  grow  violets!)  PLUS  step-by-step  instructions.  Includes  a  1  oz.  pouch  of  Volkmann  Bros 
Constant  Feed  Fertilizer  (15-30-15),  a  3  quart  bag  of  Potting  Medium  (especially  mixed  for  wicking),  6  Volkmann 
Bros,  wicking  saucers,  six  3"  rolled  rim  tub  pots,  six  3  1/2"  rolled  rim  tub  pots,  6  yrds  of  wicking  cord,  and  our  best¬ 
selling  VIOLETS  THE  SHOWCASE  WAY  booklet.  A  $17.00  value  for  only  $13.50  which  includes  UPS  shipping  and 
handling,  and  a  free  cataiog/list. 

Send  for  your  free  complete  catalog/descriptiue  plant  list  of  supplies  and  violets. 

Clubs/large  scale  growers  ask  for  our  discount  bulk  supplies  list 
Telephone  (303)  761M770  •  FAX  (303)  762M808 

The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway  -  Dept  AV  -  Englewood,  Colorado  80110 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  10  to  5  (Mountain  Time)  closed  Sunday  &  Tuesday 
Established  1969 


Grow  The  ''Miracle”  Companion  Plants! 

STmerican  Q[o7(inia 
and  ^esneriad  Society 

Membership  includes  a  subscription  to 
The  Gloxinian  magazine  (six  issues)  plus  a 
copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads” 

$20.00  Single  Membership 

Outside  of  the  U.S.  $25.00  in  U.S.  Funds. 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Membership  Secretary 
Dept.  AV 

c/o  Horticulture  Society  of  New  York 
128  W.  58th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  10019 


"Schute-lnstafir 
Insect  Spray 

is  effective  against 
aphids,  whiteflies, 
mealybugs,  spider 
mites,  and  other 
indoor  &  outdoor 
pests.  Use  if  on 
edibles  up  to  day 
of  harvest! 

Made  Wiffi 

lOf  ANiCAL  PYtlIHRINS 

MOM  CHRYSANTHIMUM  FlOWiSS 

A$k  For  "Scbultz-lnskmf  Produck 
At  Lxal  Floral  &  Garden  Simps 


ma 


tdU  BUGS  OH  c&H 
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MIDLAND  VIOLETS 


Home  of  the  “NESS”  Hybrids 

Direct  from  the  Hybridizer  to  you! 

1995  RELEASES  -  WE  GROW  ’EM  TO  WIN 

Featuring  corals,  reds,  fantasies,  yeliow/white  blends 
and  several  exciting  new  chimeras.  Send  $1.00  in  cash 
(refundable)  for  1995  descriptive  list.  1995  Convention 
Display  Table  plants  will  be  ready  for  Fall  shipment. 
Place  your  order  early  to  get  best  choice.  Please  list 
subs.  Need  club  project  plants?  Call  for  price  and 
availability. 

Still  available:  All  1994  varieties,  including  a  large  supply  of 
Ness’  Satin  Rose,  (semi-minit.  judged  2nd  Best 

New  Introduction 

at  the  Denver  Convention.  These  and  many  more,  including 
our  whites,  both  standards,  semis  and  minis. 

Don  &  Jean  Ness  •  3667  Midland  Ave. 

White  Bear  Lake,  MN  55110 

Call  (612)  429-4109 


African  violets  know  no  borders,  so 
why  not  become  a  member  of  the 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
OF  CANADA 

and  receive  Chatter,  its  quarterly 
Publication? 


A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growing  and  showing  of  African  violets 
and  Gesneriads.  USA/Intemational  membership  $  14.00. 

Please  make  your  cheque  or  bank  draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  forvrard 
to: 

Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeau,  P.Q.  H9B  1 L5 
Canada 


r 


Standards 


Minis 


Open  9-12  weekdays  or  call  for  appointment 
Send  ®  for  catalog 

4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27502 
919-362-0530  Fax  919-362-5822 


Air  Express  5  pack:  ^29.95 
Postpaid  to  48  states 
Alaska  &  Hawaii  add  $10.00 


Suj^r 
Miniatures 


Receive  5  Little  Jewels®  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  Mini-Well^''^  reservoirs  are  included 
along  with  fertilizer.  These  minis  are  easy  to  grow! 
Teas  Nursery  Co.,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1603,  Belloire,  TX  77402-1603 

Teas  Catalog 
FREE  to  AVSA 

Light  tubes,  fertilizers,  violet  pots 
including  the  Dandy  Pot®  plus 
orchids,  hibiscus,  plumerias, 
bromeliads,  and  supplies. 


1-800-446-7723 


OrVTE  YOUR 

Tru 


URAL  LIGHT*''  ’ 

*  Ultra  Long  Life  Fluorescent  Tubes 

*  Engineered  to  Reproduce  Sun  Light 

*  Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 


Made  in  the  U.S.A.  Since  1956  GET  THE  FACTS  -  CALL/FAX  FOR  OUR  FREE  COLOR  BROCHURE 
Verilux,®  Inc.  •  P.O.  Box  7633V  •  Vallejo,  CA  94590  •  1-800-786-6850  •  Fax-707-554-8370 
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81 3-626-681 7  Tampa,  FL  3361 0 


1-800-771-7421 
Full  line  of  supplies  -  Oyama  Pots 
African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 
Project  plants  and  sale  plants 
Wholesale  price  list  for  clubs 
Free  catalog 


! 

I 


Visitors  Welcome  by  Appointment 


j 

i 


SHOW  FAVORITES 
M.  BURNS  -  24  Varieties;  Croteau  - 
18  Varieties  ...  Also  Boone,  Stork, 
Johnson,  Wilson,  Granger,  Lyon, 
Decelles,  Trembley,  etc.  Leaves  only 
List  $1 ,  Refund  w/order.  P.  O.  Box  8085 
West  Chester,  OH  45069 
Ph.  513-777-2524 


\&/  COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS  \^/ 

V-  y 

OS  PLASTIC 

Amkd  Pots 

“THEY’RE  SHORT  ’N  SQUAT!!” 

FINEST  QUALITY  -  BEST  PRICES! 


25  -  y/i” 

10  -  472" 

50-4”  1 

25  -  5" 

1  100  -  3"  1 

$3.00 

$1.70 

$6.00 

$5.00 

$9.00 

LOTS  OF  OTHER  THINGS.  TOO! 

WHITMIRE 


SCHULTZ  10-60-10 

“Bloom  Plus” 

10  oz.  -  $3.00 


PT1300,16oz.$10 
PT1200, 16oz.$10 


KELTHANE 

8oz. 

$9.95 


Sid  il.  00  for  oiir  mnid  Supply  Cntdo^i 
Cirmic  Sd0(itm§  Codams  ■  C(itdo§  H.OO. 

MINIMUM  SHIPPING  CHARGE  NOW  $5.00 

COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS  N  THINGS 

LOIS  &  ED  HOLST 
P.O.Box  4871  •  Macon.  GA  31208 
(912)  743-4720 


Alannah’s African  Violets 

"Mail  order  specialists  for  award-winning  Violets" 


•  Well  established  starter  plants  and  fresh  cut  leaves. 


All  necessary  African  Violet  growing  supplies  -  from  pots  to  fertilizers,  etc. 
Floralight  indoor  light  gardens  and  accessories. 

Interesting  and  hard  to  find  florists  supplies 
(frogs,  wire,  florists  clay  &  foam,  etc.) 

Catalogue  $2.00  refundable. 


Box  10101  A,  3159  Hwy.  21  North 
Danville,  WA.  USA,  99121 

R.R.1,  Site  640  A,  Grand  Forks,  B.C. 

Canada.  VOH  1H0 

Phone  (604)  442-2552  Fax  (604)  442-0288 

Visitors  Welcome  -  by  appointment 
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CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St. 
(508)  548-2798  (after  5:00  p.m.) 
Hours  by  appointment  •  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 
WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10, 
also  CHIMERAS.  Latest  releases  from  BOONE,  BARBARA  ELKIN,  BILL  FOSTER, 
GRANGER  GARDENS,  PAT  HARRIS,  HORTENSE,  BILL  JOHNSON,  LYONS,  NESS, 
KENT  STORK,  WRANGLERS  and  much  more.  Catalog  $1.00 
Foreign  catalog  $3.00.  Gifts,  Cards,  Notes  and  Paper  Goods  available. 

PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 
3"-3  1/2"-4“  round  tubs  have  rolled  rims 


SIZE  COLOR  TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

1-1/4"  Wt.  (only)  Thumb  Pot  $ 

1.20 

$  2.75 

$  5.00 

$  9,80 

$  44.50 

2-1/4“  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

1.95 

3.60 

6.60 

29.00 

2-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.15 

2.15 

3.90 

7.25 

33.00 

3"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.30 

2.95 

5.25 

9.80 

44,50 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

1.45 

3.60 

6.60 

12.50 

57.00 

4"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.00 

4.25 

7.90 

14.75 

63.00 

4-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt.  Rd.  Tub 

2.70 

5.90 

11.40 

20.75 

94.00 

6"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15,00 

27.70 

125.00 

6-1/2"  Gr.  orWt.  Rd.  Tub 

3.80 

8.60 

16.60 

30.50 

132.00 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

1-1/4"  Terracotta 

4.00 

8.00 

14.00 

25.00 

PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 

5“  Gr.  orWt.  2-1/2"  Deep 

2.80 

6,00 

12.00 

22.00 

100.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt.  3-3/4"  Deep 

3.70 

8.75 

14.50 

31.00 

135.00 

7"  Gr.  or  Wt.  4"  Deep 

5.30 

11.75 

25.50 

45.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt.  4"  Deep 

6.00 

14.50 

28.00 

54.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt. 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

4"  Gr.  orWt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.65 

5.85 

11.10 

20.75 

6”  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

4.40 

10,50 

20.00 

38.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 

(recessed  snap-on-lids)  16oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24,00 

105.00 

(wicks  not  included)  32  oz 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

170.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

100 

500 

1000 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green 

Blue,  Lavender,  Pink 

1.00 

4.75 

7.00 

4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink,  Red,  Yellow 

1.25 

5.75 

10.00 

5"  White,  Lavender. 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2"  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17,00 

PERMANEST  TRAYS  -  Light  Green  -  No  Holes 

1 

6 

12 

25 

50 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

.90 

5.10 

9.75 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.40 

8.00 

15.00 

8"  X  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.50 

8.50 

16.20 

1 1 "  X  22"  X  2-3/4" 

4.50 

26.00 

49.00 

PLASTIC  TRAYS  -  No  Holes 

25-1/2“  X  13-1/2"  X  3-3/16"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

20.25 

38,50 

73.50 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  orWt. 

.90 

4.75 

8,75 

18.00 

31.50 

9"  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

20.00 

36.00 

13"  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

NEW 
BIONEEM 

Botanical  Insecticide 
from  the  NEEM  tree. 
Controls  THRIPS 
and  other  insects. 

Trial  size  -  $4.99 
8  oz.  cone.  -  $9.99 
16  oz.  cone.  -  $18.99 
32  oz.  cone.  -  $33.99 


J 


PHYSAN  20 

16  OZ.  -  $5.95 
32  OZ.  -  $9.95 
1  gal.  -  $29.95 

SUPERTHRIVE 
1/2  oz.  -$2.29 

1  oz.  -  $3.39 

2  oz.  -  $4.55 
4  oz.  -  $6.39 

DANDY  POTS 

2-1/4" -4" 

OYAMA  PLANTERS 

Mini -1-1/2" -2-1/2" -3" 
4"-5"-6" 

BATEMAN’S  BOUNTY  6-2-2 
8  oz.  -  $2.99 
16oz.  -$5.25 

STURDY 

4  oz.  -  $2.99 
8  oz.  -  $5.25 

PLANT  DINNER 
8  oz.  BOUNTY, 

4  oz.  STURDY+ 

Mixer  Dispenser  Bottle 
$6.35 

KEIKIGROW  PLUS 

15  ml  -  $21.00 


PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 

PETER’S  WATER  SOLUBLE  FERTILIZERS 

Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Formula 

Type 

Size  /  Price 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $2.75  each; 

4  oz. 

12  oz. 

3  for  $7.50;  6  for  $1 3.50;  1 2  for  $26.00 

12-36-14 

African  Violet  Special 

$1.25 

$3.25 

1  gal.  (for  large  growers)  $34.00  each. 

5-50-17 

Variegated  Special 

1.25 

3.50 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

15-16-17 

Peat-Life  Special 

1.25 

3,00 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

4  oz. 

16oz. 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

20-20-20 

General  Purpose 

1.25 

3.00 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

15-30-15 

House  Plant  Special 

1.25 

3.00 

$4.00  each  -  6/19.20  -  12/36.40  -  24/67.00 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1 ,75 

Charcoal 

No,  4  Coarse 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

No.  6  Medium 

1.75 

3.25 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $4.00; 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.50 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.50 

4.50 

Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost  -  $4.00  min. 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.75 

5.00 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 

Long  Fibered  Sphagnum  Moss 

432  cu.  inches/$3.75 

Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  -  a  full  4  feet  wide 

and  Phone  Number 

$2.25  per  running  yard 

-  whole  yard  lengths 
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PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS  (Standards, Tubs,  Squares) 
Inch  Number  of  Pots 


Size 

Color 

Type 

10 

20 

50 

100 

500 

2 

Wh/Gr 

RS 

$  .90 

$1.75 

$  4.00 

$  6.75 

$  29.00 

2-1/8 

WhTerraCofta  RT 

.90 

1.75 

4.00 

6.75 

29.00 

2-1/4 

Wh 

RS  or  SQ 

1.30 

2.20 

4.65 

8.50 

34.00 

2-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.50 

2.50 

5.50 

9.50 

39.00 

3 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

1.80 

3.30 

7.50 

13.50 

57.50 

3-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  SQ 

2.10 

3.75 

8.50 

15.50 

67.50 

4 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.50 

4.50 

10.00 

18.00 

78.00 

4-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.70 

5.00 

11.00 

20.00 

88.00 

5 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

3.25 

5.80 

13.50 

25.00 

110.00 

6 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

4.00 

6.50 

16.00 

31.50 

135.00 

6-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT 

4.50 

8.25 

18.50 

33.50 

150.00 

NOTE:  Good  rolled  rims  on  3",  3-1/2",  &  4"  Round  Tubs 
RS:  ht.  =  width  /  RT:  ht.  =  3/4  width  /  SQ  &  RS:  same  volume 


PLASTIC  PAN  POTS  shallow  depth  about  1/2  top  diam 


Size 

Color 

10 

20 

50 

100 

250 

5" 

Wh/Gr 

$3.30 

$  6.25 

$14.50 

$25.50 

$  58.00 

6" 

Wh/Gr 

4.00 

7.75 

18,00 

33.50 

78.00 

6.5" 

Wh/Gr 

4.25 

8,25 

19.25 

36.25 

88.00 

8" 

Wh/Gr 

6.40 

12.00 

28.00 

54.00 

129.00 

10" 

Wh/Gr 

9.90 

18.75 

45.00 

85.50 

208.00 

Snap-on  saucers  available  -  listed  in  catalog 


WATER  RESERVOIRS  -  (see  through)  for  WICK-WATERING 


Volume  Size  20 

8  oz.  (4"w.  X  1-3/4"h.)  $  8.00 

16  02.  (4"w.  x3"h.)  8.00 

32  oz.  (5-1/4"w  X  3-3/8"h.)  12.50 


1/2  price  for  containers  OR  lids  oniy. 
Wicks  not  supplied. 


50 

100 

500 

$18.50 

$34.00 

$140.00 

18.50 

34.00 

140.00 

28.00 

52.00 

200,00 

LEAF  SUPPORTS  -  J.  F.  INDUSTRIES 

SIZE 

3 

10 

25 

v\'  \ 

6"  tits  up  to  3"  pot 

$2.75 

$  8.00 

$18.00 

9"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

3.25 

9.50 

21.00 

12"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

4.00 

11.00 

23.75 

1 5"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

6.25 

17.75 

37.50 

1 8"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

7.00 

20.00 

41.00 

SEND  ORDERS  TO  /  REQUEST  CATALOGS  FROM: 

THE  VIOLET  HOUSE,  Dept.  AV 
P.  O.  Box  1274  •  Gainesville,  FL  32602 
or  Telephone  (904)  377-8465 
We  accept  Visa  &  Mastercard 


Minimum  Order  (plus  shipping  charges)......  $10.00 


Shipping  &  Handling  Charges: 

United  Parcel  Service  or  U.S.  Mail . $4.50 

U.  S.  Mail  (AIR  OR  SURFACE)to  Alaska,  Canada, 

Carribean,  and  other  areas  . . . . ACTUAL  COST 

Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


SOMETHING 
NEW 

HAS  BEEN 
ADDED. 

We  have  added  gift  cards  to  our  operation. 

Standard  grade  - 1 2  envelopes  &  cards  $4.95 
Deluxe  grade  -  14  envelopes  &  cards  $8.95 

Assorted  cards  -  1 2  envelopes  &  cards  $5.95 

If  you  know  someone  who  wants  to  add  something 
beautiful  to  their  gift  shop,  please  contact  us. 


PLANT  LABELS:  White  plastic,  straight  and  narrow 

3" 100/package.....$1.25  4".....1 00/package.. ..$1.75 

3" 1000/package. ..$10.00  4".....1 000/package. .$15.00 


POTTING  MATERIALS  (Max.  of  8  gal.  for  one  SHIPPING 
CHARGE  -  for  each  additional  gallon  add  $.50  to  shipping) 

VIOLET  HOUSE  SOILLESS  MIX 

2  gal. 

$3.25 

A  mix  of  peat,  perlite,  vermiculite 
lime  &  minimum  amt.  fertilizer. 

FINE  SEEDLING  MIX 

2  gal. 

3.25 

like  VH  Mix,  but  fine  vermiculite  and  no  fertilizer 

PERLITE  -  aerates  soil  Coarse  or  fine 

1  gal. 

1.75 

VERMICULITE  -  holds  moisture 

1  gal. 

1.75 

coarse  or  fine 

CANADIAN  PEAT  -  milled 

2  gal. 

2.75 

DOLOMITE  LIME  -  sweetens  mix 

1  lb. 

1.30 

CHARCOAL  -  keeps  mix  sweet 

12  oz. 

1.75 

PETER’S  FERTILIZER 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIAL  (12-36-14) 

8  oz. 

$3.25 

VARIEGATE  SPECIAL  (5-50-17) 

12  oz. 

3.50 

BLOSSOM  BOOSTER  (10-30-20) 

16oz. 

2.75 

PEAT-LITE  (15-16-17) 

12  oz. 

3.00 

SEEDS 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SEEDS  -  NADEAU 

Grow  unique,  beautiful  African  Violets 
#1  Standard;  #2  Mini;  #3  Variegate;  or  #4  Trailers 
KIT  -  each:  100  seeds,  instructions,  soilpellets. 


&  container  for  germinating . $5.75 


PESTICIDE 

MALATHION-50 .  8oz.  $4.30 

SCHULTZ-INSTANT  Insect  pump;  Pyrethrin . 12  oz.  $4.25 

SYSTEMIC  GRANULES .  8  oz.  $4.75 

SAFERS  SOAP,  Ready  to  use .  8  oz.  $3.25 

SAFERS  SOAP  CONCENTRATE .  8  oz.  $4.75 

Safers  Soap  Concentrate .  16  oz.  $6.95 


OYAMA  “TEXAS  STYLE”  PLANTERS® 

The  Oyama  Planter  provides  an  attractive  pot  for  Texas  style  culture  which  is  a 
method  of  constant  watering  and  feeding  a  plant  to  help  it  flourish,  A  layer  of 
perlite  (1  1/2")  in  the  bottom  of  the  inner  pot  allows  the  plant’s  fine  roots  to  get 
moisture,  nutrients,  and  oxygen  from  the  bottom  of  the  outside  pot.  The  inner 
part  of  the  pot  has  a  nice  rolled  edge  and  slips  easily  into  the  outside  textured 
pot.  It  is  available  in  WHITE  and  GREEN  and  in  three  sizes: 


Top  diameter  in  inches . Price 

2.5"  across  the  top . $1.60  each 

4"  across  the  top . 1 .90  each 

5"  across  the  top . 2.30  each 


NOVEMBER  IstlSABITWO  LATE, 

TO  MAIL  PLANT  ORDERS  TO  ANY  STATE. 

SO  ORDER  NOW,  WITHOUT  DELAY, 

PLANTS  PROMPTLY  WILL  BE  ON  THE  WAY. 
CHOICE  STOCK  WILL  SOON  BE  SENT, 

TO  GROW  AND  GROOM  FOR  SHOW  EVENTS. 


ALL  ORDERS  RECEIVED  FROM  THIS  AD  OF  10  PLANTS  OR  MORE  WILL  RECEIVE  A 
BONUS  PLANT  OF  $2.95  VALUE,  STATE  PREFERENCE  AND  SECOND  CHOICE.  PLACE 
ORDERS  PROMPTLY,  SHIPPING  SEASON  ENDS  NOVEMBER  1. 

ANNIVERSARY  TRIBUTE,  FICKLE  FLIRT,  KERMIT,  INTERNATIONAL  $3.95  each 

SELECT  FROM  A  GALAXY  OF  VIOLET  VALUES  AT  $2.95  each 

Alamo  Red,  Angel's  Reflection,  Arapahoe,  Blue  Earth,  Chorale,  Colleen,  Crescendo,  Cristabel, 
Fantasy  Beauty,  Fantasy  Forty,  Fantasy  Frolic,  Fire  Mountain,  Firewalker,  Freckled  Star,  His 
Promise,  Hot  Pants,  Julia  Fladt,  Lavender  Sunrise,  Lemon  Whip,  Midnight  Valentine,  Mighty 
Fine,  Pink  Cameo,  Pink  Phantom,  Plum  De  Creme,  Prosper,  Raphael,  Rapid  Transit,  Razmataz, 
Red  Admiral,  Rose  Blanc,  Ruffled  Skies,  Snowkist  Haven,  Tomahawk,  Toreador,  Viking 
Maiden,  White  Cameo. 

POPULAR  BEAUTIES  $2.49  each... 

Centennial  Celebration,  Centennial  Flare,  Centennial  Purple,  Centennial  Salute,  Centennial 
Sparkler,  Centennial  Thunder,  Firebird,  Ness's  Sizzlin  Pink. 

COLLECTOR'S  DELIGHT  AT  $1.95  each 

Allegretto,  Azure  Blue,  Bangle  Blue,  Billy  Penn,  Brandywine,  Coral  Glow,  Coral  Moon, 
Coralette,  Dazzler,  Hallmark  Haven,  Morning  Haze,  Morning  Thunder,  Pink  Verona,  White 
Disco,  Wonderland. 

VARIEGATED  VARIETIES  AT  $2.95  each 

Affection,  Blue  Zephyr,  Celeste,  Champagne  Halo,  Genetic  Fun,  Genetic  Heir,  Happy  Halo, 
Nancy  Reagan,  Tommie  Lou. 

MINIATURE  &  SEMIMINIATURE  AT  $2.95  each 

Fantasy  Toyland,  Little  Julie,  Little  White  Beauty,  Mini  Favorite,  Mini  Man,  Party  Lace,  Pretty 
Baby,  Rob's  Sililoquy. 

MINIATURES  AT  $1.95  each 

Blue  Ice,  Little  Baby  Brian,  Little  Missy,  Little  Pro,  Snuggles,  Innocence,  Taffy. 

TRAILING  TYPES  AT  $1.95  each 

Crafty  Farmer,  Royal  Blue  Trailer,  Sky  Trailer,  Sweetheart  Trailer  ...  (semiminiature  trailers) ... 
Falling  Snow,  Fancy  Trail,  Pixie  Blue, 

Ramblin  Starlight,  Rosina. 

BALLET  SERIES  BEAUTIES  AT  $2.95  each 
Dorothy,  Mia,  Nancy,  Primadonna,  Ramona, 

Vivian,  Nora. 


DEPTAV 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER 
AVS  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 
SINCE  1947 


uiaU 


REEN HOUSES 


SEND  FOR  NEW  1995  COLOR  CATALOG  $1.00 

PACKING  &  POSTAL  COSTS:  First  number  in  your 
zip  code  indicates  zone  you  should  use. 

ZONE  0-1-2 . $4.95  per  shipment 

ZONE  3-4-5 . $5.50  per  shipment 

ZONE  6-7-8-9 . $5.95  per  shipment 

CA  and  all  customers  West  of  MS  are  served  best  by  UPS  2nd  DAY  AIR.  Please  include  an 
additional  50^  per  plant  over  postage  stated  for  this  service. 


Box  190,  2325  Valley  Road 
Huntingdon  Valley,  Pa.  19006 


rican 


AVSA  Business 

INFORMATION  FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITH  YOUR  SOCIETY  TO  ENSURE  GOOD  SERWCE.  IF  YOU  HAVE  MORE  THAN  ONE  ITEM, 
SEND  EACH  ITEM  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  GIVE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  nev/  or  renewable  membership  to  AVSA 
Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  phone  409-839-4725. 
Individual  $18,  USA  only;  Individual,  all  other  countries  -  $20.50; 
Commercial  USA  $30;  Commercial  International  -  $33.75;  Life  (USA)  -  $275. 
International  Life  $325.00.  Remit  in  U.S.  Dollars  with  draft  or  check  on  a  USA 
Bank.  See  Membership  Application.  Master  CardWisa  accepted. 
AFFILLA.TES:  Chapter  -  $20;  Council.  State  or  Region  -  $20. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help,  requests  for 
assistance  to  Anne  Tinari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
19006. 

AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  shows,  awards  or  how  to  organize  a  chap¬ 
ter,  write  Bob  Green,  997  Botany  Lane,  Rockledge,  FL  32955,  407-631- 
1106. 

SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  Bob  Green,  997  Botany  Ln.,  Rockledge,  FL 
32955. 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Cindy  Chatelain,  Office  Manager,  2375  North  Street, 
Beaumont,  TX  77702,  1-800-770- AVSA;  409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839- 
4329.  Hours;  Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m.  CST. 

BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson,  1100  W. 
Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91007. 

BINDERS:  FOR  BACK  ISSUES  PRIOR  TO  JULY  1992:  $7.25  each  or  2  for 
$14.00. 

SLIP  CASE  BOXES:  FOR  BACK  ISSUES  PRIOR  TO  JULY  1992:  $6.25  each 
or  2  for  $12.00. 

BOOSTER  FUND;  Send  contributions  to  Bill  Lyons,  38  Indian  Creek  Drive, 
Levittown,  PA  19057. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Marlene  Buck, 

P.  0.  Box  38,  Oreland,  PA  19075. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Ruth  Warren, 
1534  Robeson,  Fall  River,  MA  02720. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES;  David  Buttram,  P.  0.  Box  193,  Independence,  MO 
64051. 

COMMERCIAL  SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  For  information  on  convention  entries 
or  sales  room,  contact  Charles  Wells,  948  Fair  Oaks  Ct.,  Liberty,  MO  64068. 
CONVENTION  AWARDS;  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contributions  for 
convention  awards  to  Linda  Golubski,  1416  A  Street,  Blue  Springs,  MO 
64015. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  workshop  programs  or 
interesting  speakers  to  Ann  Miller,  Convention  Director,  522  Willow  Wisp 
Circle,  Spring,  TX  77388.  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national  convention  in 
your  area,  contact  Convention  Director 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Atlanta,  GA  -  May  20-25,  1996.  St. 
Petersburg,  FL  -  June  1-8,  1997 

CULTURE  FOLDERS:  (postpaid):  100  to  400  -  $8.00  per  100;  500  to  900 
$6.00  per  100;1000  and  over  -  $4.75  per  100. 

SHORT  VERSION  OF  CULTURE  FOLDER:  (postpaid):  1,000  to  4,000 
$27.50  per  1,000;  5,000  to  9,000  -  $25.00  per  1,000;  10,000  and  over 
$23.50  per  1,000. 

JUDGES  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to 


HANDBOOK  FOR  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWERS, 
EXHIBITORS  AND  JUDGES 
1994  Handbook  -  $10.25  (postpaid) 

Note:  We  have  reprinted  the  Judges  Handbook.  If  you  ordered  a 
handbook  prior  to  November  1994  and  would  like  to  update 
your  book  with  all  the  changes  that  have  appeared  in  the  AVM 
thru  Jan.  ‘95,  please  order  1993  Updated  pages.  Cost  is  $4.25 


Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 

JUDGING  SCHOOL;  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request  to  Elinor 
Skelton,  3910  Larchwood  Rd.,  Falls  Church,  VA  22041. 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from  AVSA  Office, 

2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in  July  issue.  If  you  have 
ideas  for  a  library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  v/rite  Jackie  Jones,  607  14th 
Ave,  Box  34,  Durant,  lA  52747. 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  1995,  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc., 
all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction  in  whole  or  in  part  without  written  permis¬ 
sion  is  prohibited.  AH  articles  are  property  of  AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprint¬ 
ed  without  editor’s  permission. 

AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  FAX 
409-839-4329. 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS-  AND  COLUMNISTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

COMING  EVENTS  AND  MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles,  Columnists  and  Coming  Events; 

Jan.  issue  -Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.l;  July  issue  - 
Apr.  1;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1. 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER;  Advertising  rates  and  copy  info:  Diane 
Richardson,  9207  Ravenwood  Rd.,  Baltimore,  MD  21237;  410-686-4667. 
ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan.  issue  -  Oct.  15;  Mar.  issue  -  I 

Dec.  15;  May  issue  -  Feb.  15;  July  issue  -  Apr.  15;  Sept,  issue  -  June  ! 
15;  Nov.  issue  Aug.  15. 

“AND  THE  WINNERS  ARE...”;  Send  to  Al  and  Cathy  Comibe,  197  Archer  1 
Dr,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060  i 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of  available  issues  ' 
from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list.  ! 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS;  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days  before  it  is  to  I 
take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office  in  Beaumont.  ; 

QUESTION  BOX:  Jim  Smith,  489  Linwood  Ave.,  Buffalo,  NY  14209  and  ' 
Ralph  Robinson,  P.  0.  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512.  i 


MASTER  VARIETY  LIST:  Number  5  is  out  of  stock. 

MVL  NUMBER  6  -  $13.25  postpaid.  Describes  all  varieties  regis¬ 
tered  to  Dec.  31,  1992  -  all  recognized  species  and  non-registered 
cultivars  introduced  from  July  1983  to  Dec.  1992.  MVL  is  looseleaf 
and  fits  in  MVL  binder  available  from  AVSA  office  or  in  an  8-1/2  x 
1 1  regular  binder 

MVL  BINDER;  3-ring,  two  pockets,  deep  burgundy  -  $8.95  each. 
MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  will  be  published  in  the  AVM.  Send  any 
correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars  with  hybridizer’s 
name  to  Lynn  Lombard,  Master  Variety  List  Chairman,  3771  Copper 
Penny  Lane,  Auburn,  CA  95603 

MVL  COMPUTER  DISKETTES;  1992  MVL  -  $25.00.  Updates 
(when  available)  -  $25.00.  For  computer  compatibility  requirements, 
please  write  Beaumont  office. 


MEMBERSHIP  CARDS;  Sent  to  Associate  Members  and  New  Members,  | 
only.  Members  renewing,  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of  AVM.  [ 
OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue  Ramser,  2413  - 
Martin,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  76308  I. 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Iris  Keating,  149  Loretto  Court,  Claremont,  CA  ;; 
91711.  ’ 

RESEARCH;  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or  names  of  inter-  i' 
ested,  qualified  potential  research  personnel  to  Richard  Nicholas,  648 
Woodbriar  Ct.,  Evansville,  IN  47715 

SHOW  ENTRY  TAGS:  100  -  $7.00  postpaid.  Order  from  AVSA  Office. 
QUESTIONS  ON  HYBRIDIZING:  Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  “In  Search  of  New  Violets” 
The  Indiana  Academy,  Ball  State  University,  Muncie,  IN  47306. 


The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  bi-monthly:  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 

Second  class  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization,  at  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices. 
Subscription  $18.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues.  •  Copyright  1995  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 
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Every  attempt  is  made  to  keep  articles  technically  correct.  Since 
the  growing  of  fine  African  Violets  can  be  achieved  in  many 
ways,  the  methods  and  opinions  expressed  by  writers  are  their 
own  and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  opinion  of  AVSA. 
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Dear  AVSA  Members  and  Friends, 

The  pleasant  weather  we  have  experienced  in  the  few  weeks  of  fall  has  been  a  welcome 
relief  from  the  excessive  heat  and  drought  that  plagued  our  part  of  the  country.  With  renewed 
spirit  and  determination  we  can  take  advantage  of  the  pleasant  weather  to  enjoy  our  hobby  of 
growing  African  violets  and  to  take  care  of  the  chores  we  put  off  because  it  was  so  hot. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  some  much  needed  repairs  to  our  AVSA  office 
building  have  been  made.  Our  office  is  like  most  other  homes;  we  need  to  keep  them  in  good 
working  order  so  that  we  can  get  the  best  possible  service  from  them.  And  this  is  an  excellent 
time  to  remind  you  that  the  cost  of  the  building  repairs  was  paid  from  the  contributions  you, 
our  membership  and  friends,  made  to  the  AVSA  Building  Maintenence  Fund.  Perhaps  you 
would  like  to  make  a  contribution  to  this  very  worthy  fund.  You  can  do  so  by  sending  your 
check  to  Ruth  Warren,  at  1534  Robeson,  Fall  River,  MA  02720. 

There  is  no  better  time  than  the  present,  since  we  are  approaching  the  holiday  season,  to 
think  of  sending  a  contribution  to  the  other  AVSA  funds  that  support  AVSA  activities,  namely 
the  Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund  and  the  Booster  Fund.  Marlene  Buck,  RO.  Box  38,  Oreland, 

PA  19075  is  Chair  of  the  Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund  and  Bill  Lyons,  38  Indian  Creek  Drive, 
Levittown,  PA  19057  is  in  charge  of  the  Booster  Fund.  All  contributions  are  welcome  and 
much  appreciated. 

At  Thanksgiving  I  ask  that  you  pause  a  moment  to  give  special  thanks  for  our  beautiful 
African  violet,  our  AVSA  organization,  and  all  the  wonderful  African  violet  people  all  over  the 
world  who  have  made  our  hobby  such  an  enjoyable  and  fulfilling  one. 

My  family  joins  me  along  with  Board  members,  and  the  staffs  of  the  AV  Magazine  and  AV 
Office  in  wishing  all  of  you  a  wonderful  holiday  season  and  an  abundance  of  good  health. 

Sincerely, 


L.T.  Ozio,  ]r. 
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Editor's  Notes 

Ruth  Rumsey  •  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  Texas  77702  •  (409)  839-4725 


I’m  very  excited  about  this  issue  of  the  AVM.  We  have 
several  articles  by  new  contributors,  covering  a  wide  range  of 
topics. 

Janet  Bandy,  of  Ridgeville,  OH,  begins  a  brief  series  of 
articles  on  beneficial  insects  as  a  means  of  pest  control,  (pg.  23) 

Joe  Schulz,  longtime  AVSA  member  from  Columbia,  MO, 
shares  his  memories  of  the  first  St.  Louis  convention  as  he 
takes  us  “Down  Memory  Lane”,  (pg.  26) 

Leslie  Cox,  of  Newbury  Park,  CA,  explains  her  belief  in 
PVC  lightstands  as  a  good  method  of  “Earthquake-proofing” 
African  violets,  (pg.  24) 

Many  of  our  members  ask  for  more  articles  on  arrange¬ 
ments  and  design.  On  page  36,  please  treat  yourself  to  the  first 
installment  of  an  article  by  Antoinette  (Toni)  Breden, 

complete  with  diagrams  and  photos.  Part  II  will  appear  in  the 
January  ‘96  AVM. 

On  page  46,  read  Ronald  Ennis’  interesting  article  on 
growing  prize-winning  African  violets  in  a  high  humidity 
environment.  Ronald  is  from  Neptune,  N],  and  has  had  a  great 
deal  of  success  with  his  unique  growing  methods. 

I’ve  devoted  a  little  space  to  helpful  hints  from  other 
growers,  called  “Have  You  Tried  This?”.  If  you  have  a  hint  or 
tip  that  would  be  of  help  to  others,  please  send  it  along. 

Our  new  columnist,  Pat  Richards,  debuts  in  this  issue. 
Look  for  “Thinking  Small”  on  page  8. 

Happy  20th  Anniversary  to  the  Bermuda  AVS.  I  heard  from 
Hattieann  Gilbert,  their  new  president.  Some  of  the  club 
members  hope  to  come  to  the  May  Convention  in  Atlanta. 

I  am  working  dilligently  on  the  book  to  commemorate  the 
past  fifty  years  of  AVSA.  We  hope  to  have  it  available  for  sale 
in  Atlanta.  As  I  pour  over  the  back  issues,  it’s  hard  not  to  read 
every  word!  This  society  has  such  an  interesting  and  rich 
history.  Going  through  fifty  years  of  the  AVM,  I  have  seen  the 
changes  in  not  only  the  AVSA,  but  in  society  as  a  whole.  Back 
in  the  early  decades,  African  violet  fanciers  seemed  to  have 
had  much  more  time  to  devote  to  their  favorite  houseplant. 
They  also  had  more  time  to  devote  to  clubs  and  shows,  eagerly 
sharing  their  growing  methods  and  excitement  with  others. 


We  have  all  seen  the  varied  fluctuation  in  membership 
through  the  years,  and  all  of  us  should  take  some  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  help  our  numbers  grow.  As  the  amount  of  people  and 
hours  spent  in  the  workplace  increases,  there  is  less  time  to 
devote  to  outside  interests,  including  violets,  clubs,  and  shows. 
One  of  our  members  who  has  met  this  situation  head-on,  is 
Joyce  Stenger  of  Houston,  TX.  Joyce  has  started  a  new  club 
at  her  place  of  business,  the  third  club  she  has  helped  launch 
since  1989.  The  club,  OVAL,  (African  Violets  and  Lunch), 
meets  during  the  lunch  hour,  once  a  month,  and  has  had 
several  AV-related  articles  and  announcements  printed  in  the 
company’s  monthly  bulletin. 

Hopefully,  more  of  our  members  who  find  themselves 
spending  more  hours  at  work  will  try  to  interest  their  co¬ 
workers  in  our  favorite  houseplant  and  eventually  bring  more 
members  into  the  AVSA. 

My  apology  to  Rosemary  Donn  of  Louisville,  KY.  Her  last 
name  was  misspelled  in  the  Sept/Oct  AVM  announcement  of 
winners  at  the  1995  National  Show.  Rosemary  won  the  award 
for  2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  of  Standards.  See  Rosemary’s 
Mindi  Morn,  which  won  Best  Variegated  Plant  at  the  1995 
National  Show,  and  came  from  her  entered  collection  of 
standards,  on  page  29  in  this  issue. 

As  you  may  have  noticed,  1  often  print  articles  from  our 
affiliate  publications.  There  is  so  much  interesting  information 
and  ideas  in  these  newsletters  and  booklets.  If  I  am  not  on 
your  club’s  mailing  list,  please  include  me;  you  may  have 
articles  that  should  be  shared  with  all  of  our  members.  I  invite 
all  club  editors  to  send  articles  from  current,  or  past  editions,  of 
your  publication  that  you  feel  would  be  suitable  for  the  African 
Violet  Magazine. 

With  members  all  over  the  United  States  and  in  47  other 
countries,  there  must  be  as  many  varied  growing  methods  as 
there  are  geographical  areas.  Please  take  the  time  to  write  an 
article  for  your  AVM.  If  you  don’t  consider  yourself  a  writer, 
don’t  let  that  stop  you!  I  will  edit  eveiy  submission. 

Happy  Holidays!! 


HINTS  FOR  HOLIDAY  PLANTS 


African  Violets 

Give  plants  a  single  application  of  2  tsps.  of  Epsom  Salt  to  1  gal.  of 
water  as  soon  as  the  buds  are  formed.  The  growth  will  accelerate  and 
flowers  will  sprout  earlier. 

Poinsettia 

While  the  plant  is  blooming,  keep  it  in  bright,  indirect  light  and 
nourish  it  every  3  or  4  days  with  a  solution  of  2  teaspoons  of  Epsom 
Salt  per  gallon  of  water.  When  the  leaves  begin  to  yellow,  pmne  the 
stems  back  to  about  6  inches  above  the  soil.  Continue  this  throughout 
the  summer.  In  October,  put  the  plant  in  complete  darkness  for  14 
hours  every  evening.  Buds  should  form  again  in  mid-December. 


Christmas  Cactus 

Nourish  the  blooming  plant  with  a  solution  of  2  teaspoons  of 
Epsom  Salt  to  a  gallon  of  water-but  only  enough  to  keep  the  soil 
moist.  In  spring  and  summer,  water  more  frequently.  At  the  end  of 
October,  put  the  cactus  in  16  hours  of  complete  darkness,  then  8 
hours  of  sunlight  each  day,  watering  just  enough  to  keep  moist.  When 
buds  appear,  increase  fertilization  with  Epsom  Salt  to  once  a  week. 
When  ftill  blooms  appear,  keep  the  plant  from  direct  sunlight. 

Questions?  Call  Cyndi  Capitani 
Epsom  Salt  Council 
1-800-600-2929 
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by:  Cindy  Chatelain  »  AVSA  Office  Manager 

2375 North  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 


SEASONS  GREETINGS  FROM  THE  AVSA  OFFICE  STAFF!  When  this 
issue  of  the  AVM  reaches  you,  no  doubt  you  wiU  be  getting  ready  for  the 
upcoming  holiday  season.  Affiliates  will  be  preparing  for  that  special 
meeting  held  in  December  where  members  share  gifts,  good  food,  and 
make  lasting  friendships  with  other  violet  people.  Other  members  will  be 
rushing  around  to  find  just  the  right  gift  for  that  “hard  to  buy  for  person." 
We  would  like  to  suggest  that  you  give  a  one-year  subscription  to  the 
AVM  to  that  special  person.  We  will  send  a  gift  certificate  informing  them 
of  your  thoughtful  gift. 

AU  Affiliate  Presidents  should  have  received  the  letter  and  application 
for  Affiliate  Liability  Insurance  that  I  send  out  every  year.  Please  review 
the  information  carefully  and  discuss  it  with  your  club’s  members.  This 
insurance  is  for  the  1996  year  and  you  must  have  it  completed  and 
returned  to  the  office  by  the  date  listed.  Many  clubs  wait  until  their  show 
or  display  to  determine  if  they  need  the  insurance.  We  ask  that  you 
determine  this  in  advance  and  sign  up  for  the  insurance  now.  I  have  also 
included  a  form  to  use  when  your  officers  change.  Please  complete  and 
return  to  the  office  when  you  hold  elections.  If  you  did  not  receive  this 
info  and  you  are  the  president  of  a  local  affiliate,  please  contact  me  so  that 
I  can  forward  the  information  to  you. 

We  have  changed  prices  on  a  number  of  items  sold  from  the  AVSA 
office.  The  biggest  price  increase  was  in  our  culture  folders.  This  is  the  first 
price  increase  in  any  item  in  four  years  and  is  necessary  because  of  the 
increase  in  the  price  of  paper  and  postage.  Be  sure  to  use  the  most  recent 
order  form  on  the  back  white  cover  of  your  AVM  when  ordering  items 
from  the  office.  These  prices  are  effective  November  1,  1995.  If  you  use 
an  old  form  to  order  with,  we  will  bill  you  for  the  difference,  so  we  ask 
that  you  use  the  correct  form  and  save  much  unnecessary  work  for  all  of 
us.  We  have  also  dropped  some  items  from  the  list.  We  still  have  a  limited 
number  of  the  OLD  STYLE  WATCHES.  The  batteries  are  dead  in  all  of 
these  watches  and  we  will  discount  the  price  to  $20.00  to  allow  for  the 
cost  of  replacing  the  battery.  We  have  a  very  limited  number  so  if  you 
would  like  to  purchase  one,  please  order  soon. 

We  have  also  dropped  the  slip  case  boxes  and  binders  for  the 
magazine.  These  will  fit  only  the  smaller  sized  magazine.  There  are  a  few 
of  these  left  so  if  you  would  like  to  purchase  these  for  a  collection  of  older 
magazines,  we  will  offer  them  at  one  half  the  old  price. 

ATTENTION  ALL  AFFILIATE  PRESIDENTS:  IF  YOU  WERE 
LEFT  OFF  THE  LIST  IN  THE  SEPTEMBER  AVM  I  SINCERELY 
APOLOGIZE!  We  have  a  problem  with  the  computer  program  that 
generates  that  list  for  the  AVM.  I  was  not  aware  of  this  fact  until  after  the 
September  AVM  came  out  and  we  started  receiving  inquiries.  1  ran 
comparison  lists  to  try  to  determine  what  the  problem  is  but  but  can  find 
no  reason  for  the  error.  I  have  a  programmer  scheduled  to  view  the  report 
that  generates  this  list  and  to  rewrite  the  program  if  necessary.  1  ask  for 
your  patience  and  understanding  while  we  attempt  to  correct  this  problem. 

Please  include  the  following  clubs  in  your  list  of  Affiliate  clubs  in  the 
September  1995  insert: 

ALABAMA: 

Huntsville  AVS 
Isabella  Head,  President 
7909  Martha  Dr  SE 
Huntsville,  AL  35801 

CALIFORNIA 

Fancy  Bloomers 
Harriet  Maddux,  President 
167  Sequoia  Cir 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95401 


DELAWARE 

Delaware  AVS 
Libby  Behnke,  President 
1 735  Old  Baltimore  Pike 
Newark,  DE  19702 

MISSOURI 

AVC  of  Greater  Kansas  City 
Lydia  Walker,  President 
9712  Mercier 
Kansas  City,  MO  641 14 

MINNESOTA 

Lakes  Area  Violet  Growers 

Barbara  Wohlfred,  President 

9475  96th  St  N 

White  Bear  Lake,  MN  551 10 

The  Viking  Violettes 
Shirley  Hultin,  President 
6150  Starlite  Blvd  NE 
Fridley,  MN  55432 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Green  Thumb  AVS 
Margaret  Williams,  President 
128  Salem  CT 
Rocky  Mount,  NC  27804 

NEW  YORK 

AVS  of  Rochester 

Pat  Galante,  President 
5  Vetter  St 

Rochester,  NY  14605 

Sweet  Water  AVS 
Pat  Ihylor,  President 
PO  Box  5008 
Hauppage,  NY  1 1 788 

PENNSYLVANIA 

AVS  of  Lower  Bucks  County 

Kay  Lyons,  President 
38  Indian  Creek  Dr 
Levittown,  PA  19057 

TEXAS 

First  Austin  AVS 
Susan  Storey,  President 
PO  Box  974 
San  Marcos,  TX  78667 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle  AVS 
Jean  Chin,  President 
4728  Beacon  Ave  So 
Seattle,  WA  98108 

If  there  are  any  other  Affiliates  that  may  have  been  omitted,  please 
write  or  call  the  office.  We  will  print  them  in  the  next  issue. 
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A  Family  Portrait 


Georgene  Albrecht 
101  Oak  Heights  Drive 
Oakdale,  PA  15071 


Simingia  "TreVa’s  Treasure 
Sinningia  *'Beautg'’ 


Sinningia 
“Treva’s  Treasure’ 


Because  of  the  abundance  of 
gorgeous  Sinningias  shown 
and  sold  at  our  convention  in  St. 
Louis,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  feature  two 
newer  hybrids.  Sinningia  ‘Treva’s  Treasure’  was  the  first 
double  flowering  sinningia  I  ever  saw  in  a  show,  at  the 
Atlanta  Dixie  AV  convention.  Treva  McDaniels  certainly  has 
a  treasure.  The  color  of  the  bloom  is  a  reddish  violet  in  the 
summer  heat  but  I  know  that  it  will  be  much  more  vibrant 
in  the  coolness  of  winter  in  my  light  garden.  I  do  believe  it 
must  need  a  little  extra  light  to  produce  so  many  petals. 
Remember  that  double  flowers  usually  mean  the  plant 
expends  more  energy  to  produce  them.  1  know  that  there 
are  other  double  flowering  varieties  out  there  and  I  want 
one  of  each.  I  just  adore  how  the  center  unfurls  like  a  rose. 

Marcia  Belisle  certainly  named  her  Sinningia  ‘Beauty’ 
very  well,  also.  What  a  smashing  white  bloom  edged  in 
that  dark  raspberry-like  margin  which  fades  rapidly  into  the 
pure  white.  It  has  great  foliage,  too.  The  blooms  last  a  long 
time  and  the  plant  usually  produces  two  at  a  time. 

Wish  I  had  time  to  draw  an  illustration  of  all  the  beauties 
purchased  from  Paul  and  Sidney  Sorano  of  Lyndon  Lyon 
Greenhouses.  My  favorite  at  this  time  is  Sinningia 
‘Mischief,  a  brilliant  red  and  white.  ‘S.  Fantasy  Thu’  and 
‘Teddy’  are  wonderful.  Please  see  their  color  catalog  which 
features  these  and  many  other  great  plants. 

These  and  other  Sinningias  are  available  from  the 
following  AVM  advertisers: 

Belisle’s  Violet  House 

P.O.Box  1 1 1 

Radison,  W1  54867-011 1  Catalog  $2 


Florals  of  Fredericks 
155  Spartan  Dr. 
Maitland,  FL  32751 


Catalog  $2 


Les  Violettes  Natalia 
P.O.  Box  206 

Beecher  Falls,  VT  05902-0206  , 

Catalog  $2.50  US 

$5  overseas  Sinningia 

“Beauty” 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  INC. 

1 4  Mutchler  St.  Dept.  AV 
Dolgeville,  NY  13329 
Catalog  $3  International  $6 

Just  Enough  Sinningias 
P.O.  Box  560493 
Orlando,  FL  32856 
Catalog  $2  With  Color  $5 

Violet  Creations 
5520  Wilkins  Rd. 

Thmpa,  FL  33610 
Free  Catalog 

PLANT  TALK 

Margery  Clive  of  TX  sent  growing  tips.  She  grows 
Primulina  tobacum  (prim-you-LIE-nah  tah-BACK-um)  in  a 
moist-rite  container.  To  propagate  the  plant  she  uses  the 
exact  method  we  use  for  saintpaulia  leaves.  She  took  her 
mature  plant  to  the  Lone  Star  Show  and  the  trip  had  no  ill 
effects  on  the  plant.  I  saw  Peggy  DePhillipo’s  specimen 
grown  on  a  wick  and  it  was  equally  awesome.  I  tried  to 
wick  mine  and  it  rotted  within  4  weeks.  We  must  always 
remember  that  what  works  for  one  grower  does  not  work 
for  the  other.  But,  we  are  all  grateful  to  those  who  share 
their  tips  and  methods  with  us.  We  must  always  strive  to 
find  a  better  way  of  growing.  Margery  won  best  gesneriad 
at  Lone  Star  with  her  Niphaea  oblonga  (NIGH-fee-ah  ob- 
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LONG-ah)  which  she  says  loves  cooler  temperatures.  It 
became  limp  on  the  hottest  days.  She  misted  it  and  moved 
it  closer  to  air  conditioning. 

Gloria  Kale  of  WA  sends  word  that  the  GRF  may  have 
collected  the  same  Kohleria  mentioned  in  this  column 
November,  1992.  Mr.  Johnathan  Ford  had  given  me  a 
rhizome  of  this  handsome  Kohleria  he  collected  years  ago 
near  Parati,  Brazil.  I  mailed  a  rhizome  to  Gloria  recently,  so, 
if  all  goes  well,  perhaps  she  can  compare  them. 

Richard  Holder  continues  to  grow  and  show  some 
interesting  gesneriads.  He  has  a  list  of  Sinningia  speciosa 
and  eumorpha  size  hybrids  available  for  a  postage  stamp  to 
Richard  Holder,  1307  Porter  Rd.,  Nashville,  TN  37206.  By 
the  way,  the  next  Dixie  Convention  is  in  Nashville  where 
“Dixie  Goes  Country”  March  20-23,  1996. 

A  grower  named  Verdie  from  Louisiana  needs  to  know 
how  to  plant  Achimenes  and  their  close  relatives  like 
Eucodonia,  etc.,  which  have  scaly  rhizomes.  Plant  them 
horizontally  about  one  inch  deep  in  a  good  basic  mix  which 
has  water  retaining  polymers  added  throughout.  I  use  both 
Osmocote  timed  release  fertilizer  and  a  water  soluble 


occasionally.  Plant  3  rhizomes  in  a  4  inch  pot  or  between  8 
and  10  rhizomes  in  a  ten  inch  basket.  Verdie  lost  her 
Smithiantha  (smih-thee-AN-tha)  because  she  did  not  know 
how  to  treat  it.  They  must  produce  several  blooms  before 
they  send  out  new  rhizomes.  As  insurance,  when  I  pinch 
them  back  at  the  beginning  of  the  growing  season,  I  root  a 
few  of  those  cuttings. 

Smithiantha  will  also  reproduce  by  leaf  cutting  just  like 
saintpaulia. 

Make  sure  that  you  inspect  the  entire  rootball  after  a 
gesneriad  has  died  back.  There  are  times  when  the  plant 
sends  rhizomes  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  root  system  not  just 
the  immediate  area  of  the  original  plant. 

Libby  Behnke  of  DE  has  hybridized  a  wonderful  plant  she 
named  to  honor  a  devoted  gesneriad  lady.  The  plant  is 
Sinningia  ‘Laura  Shannon’,  blooming  a  vibrant  purple  with 
other  colors  in  the  throat.  Leaves  are  almost  circular  and 
deep  green  with  red  reverse.  You  may  remember  seeing  the 
plant  at  the  AVSA  convention  in  Lancaster,  PA. 

Have  a  great  New  Year  of  growing. 


November  2-4  -  TEXAS 
Magic  Knight  AVS  of  San  Antonio  will 
host  the  LSAVC  Convention  Show/Sale 
Holiday  Inn,  N.W.  Loop  Hotel,  3233 
Loop  410,  San  Antonio 
Entries:  Thurs.  Nov.  2 
Judging:  Fri.  Nov.  3 
Info:  Ken  Froboese  (210)  249-2614 
Douglas  Gregory  (800)  336-1722 
November  3  &  4  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 
Green  Thumb  AVS  Fall  Sale 
Tarrytown  Mall,  301  &  Bus.  64,  Rocky 
Mount,  NC 

Nov.  3:  10am  -  4pm,  Sat:  10am  -  until 
sold  out 

Info:  Lucille  Prutsman  (919)  459-3722 
November  3  &  4  -  WISCONSIN 
AV  Fanciers,  Inc.  Sale/Display 
Beloit  Mall,  Rt.  51,  North  Beloit,  W1 
Fri:  10am  -  7pm,  Sat:  10am  -  2pm 
Info:  Florise  Hogan  (815)  397-2000 
November  3  &  4  -  CANADA 
AVSA  Judging  School  sponsored  by  the 
Lakeshore  AVS  of  Toronto 
6904  Bilboa  Lane,  Mississauga,  Ontario 
Teacher:  Betty  Thpping,  Chairman:  Doris 
Brownlie,  Students  -  $15,  Auditors  -$10 
Info:  Doris  Brownlie,  600  Silvercreek 
Blvd.  #80,  Mississauga,  Ont.  Canada, 

L5A  2B4  (905)  270-6776 
November  3-5  -  MINNESOTA 
AVS  of  Minnesota,  Annual  Fall  Violet  Show 


Har  Mar  Mall,  Roseville,  MN,  Snelling  Ave. 
just  south  of  Hwy.  36. 

Welcome  plant  lovers  from  the  upper 
Midwest,  Educational  Thble  on  site 
Nov.  3  -  10am  -  9pm 
Nov.  4  -  10am  -  6pm 
Nov.  5  -  noon  -  5pm 
November  3-5  -  GEORGIA 
AVC  of  Greater  Atlanta,  Annual  Show/Sale 
Oulet  Square  Mall,  Atlanta,  GA 
Info:  Joan  Cumpton  (912)  922-8362 
November  5  &  6  -  NEW  JERSEY 
Tristate  AV  Council,  34th  Annual  Show 
Frelinghuysen  Arboretum,  Monestorin,  NJ 
Nov.  5:  l:30-5pm,  Nov.  6  -  10am-4pm 
Info:  Penny  Wezel  (908)  735-5124 
November  10  &  11  -  PENNSYLVANIA 
Mid-Atlantic  AVS  (MAAVS)  Annual 
Convention,  Show/Sale 
Holiday  Inn-McKnight  Rd,  4859  McKnight 
Rd.,  Pittsburgh,  PA 

Nov.  10  -  Sale:  9am-5pm,  Show:  lpm-4pm 
Nov.  1 1  -  Show  &  Sale:  9am-5pm 
Info:  Daiyl  James  (412)  366-5360 
November  17  &  18  -  FLORIDA 
Suncoast  AV  Society  Fall  Show/Sale 
St.  Bartholomew  Episcopal  Church 
Parish  Hall,  3747  34th  St.,  St.  Petersburg,  FL 
Plants,  Supplies,  Cultural  Info  Available 
Nov.  17  -  9am-4pm,  Nov.  18  -  9am-3pm 
Info:  Retta  Anderson  (813)  866-3468 
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Thinking  StnaK 


Pat  Richards 

15105  S.  Seminole  Drive 

Olathe,  RS  66062-3004 


“I  suppose  all  women  are  drawn  to  small  things-puppies, 
kittens,  infants,  and  also  miniature  plants.  Certainly  these 
tiny  saintpaulias  and  other  gesneriads  are  an  endearing 
group,  and  the  plants  my  visitors  always  admire  most.  In 
fact  the  minis  are  so  attractive  I  forsee  a  new  kind  of 
addiction  (if  I  may  use  that  word  in  a  decent  context) 
among  houseplant  enthusiasts  generally  and  smitten 
African  violet  fans  in  particular.”  Helen  Van  Pelt  Wilson, 
African  Violet  Book.  Hawthorne  Press,  Inc.,  New  York, 
1970,  p.  192. 

I’m  basically  a  shy  person,  but  give  me  the  opportunity  to 
talk  violets  and  it’s  amazing  how  quickly  that  shyness 
disappears.  I  hope,  through  this  column,  to  encourage  you 
to  grow  the  small  ones,  and  not  only  that,  to  grow  them 
better.  In  order  to  do  so  a  few  ground  rules  should  be 
established. 

The  Ground  Rules 

First,  remember  culture  is  relative!  I  will  write  about  what 
works  for  me,  knowing  it  may  not  work  for  you.  In  this 
area  (the  Kansas  City  metro  area)  there  are  enough 
differences  among  growers  that  I  can’t  imagine  how  many 
variations  there  are  nationally.  Believe  me,  I  don’t  pretend 
to  know  it  all  or  be  a  master  of  anything!  Hence,  take 
whatever  I  write  with  a  grain  of  salt  and  apply  it  slowly  and 
cautiously  to  your  growing  procedure. 

Second,  I  would  love  to  communicate  with  you  regarding 
your  growing  styles,  what  works  for  you,  what  doesn’t.  In 
this  manner  we  will  improve  our  culture  and  achieve  more 
success  in  growing!  In  other  words,  this  column  will  serve 
as  a  means  of  conveying  information,  and  in  order  to 
accomplish  this,  not  only  do  I  want,  but  I  need,  your  input! 

Third,  I  would  like  to  group  miniatures  and 
semiminiatures  together  and  term  them  ‘‘small  ones”.  It  will 
save  a  lot  of  space  and  time  to  do  so. 

Finally,  understand  that  a  certain  amount  of  dedication 
will  be  required  if  you  truly  desire  to  grow  the  small  ones 
better.  I  can  only  suggest  what  to  do  and  when  to  do  it.  The 
actual  process  of  ‘‘doing”  all  depends  on  you! 

Foliage 

With  the  above  understanding,  we  can  now  begin  to 
discuss  why  small  ones  should  be  grown  differently  from 
the  standards,  beginning  with  the  concept  of  foliage. 


Generally,  well  grown  small  ones  carry  and  show  a  lot  less 
foliage  than  a  well  grown  standard.  We  think  of  the 
optimum  layering  of  leaves  for  a  standard  as  being  4-5 
rows.  With  the  small  ones,  however,  3-4  rows  are  usually 
adequate.  Furthermore,  when  in  full  bloom,  small  ones 
frequently  cover  themselves  Vt^ith  bloom  while  a  standard 
continues  to  show  a  lot  of  foliage.  Small  ones  must  be  kept 
to  a  maximum  size  for  show:  minis  must  be  6”  or  less  in 
diameter  and  semis  must  be  8”  or  less.  However,  a  standard 
has  no  size  limits,  and  plants  from  24”  to  30”  or  larger  are 
not  unheard  of.  Obviously,  good  foliage  is  more  critical  to 
standards  than  to  small  ones. 

j 

The  Fertilizer  Factor 

Because  of  this,  we  can  fertilize  small  ones  differently  j 
with  subsequent  additional  benefits.  With  standards,  a  ' 
good,  even  ratio  fertilizer  is  used  (such  as  20-20-20  or  23-  j 
19-17)  because  building  great  foliage  is  critical.  However,  , 
with  the  small  ones,  we  can  use  a  more  typical  violet  ! 
fertilizer  (12-36-14  or  15-30-15)  where  less  nitrogen  is 
needed  and  more  of  the  bloom  producing  phosphorus  is 
available. 

The  resulting  benefits  are  a  freer  blooming  plant  because 
of  higher  phosphorus  levels  and  because  excessive  nitrogen 
can  actually  inhibit  blooming.  A  second  benefit  comes  at 
showtime  when  bloom  boosting  is  essential  with  standards, 
but  not  with  the  small  ones.  They  simply  have  enough 
readily  available  phosphorus  making  bloom  boosting 
unnecessary. 

About  Variegation 

Theoretically,  we  should  be  able  to  grow  better  variegated 
small  ones  because  of  this  Fertilizer  Factor.  Again,  nitrogen 
is  needed  for  optimum  leaf  growth.  But  with  large  amounts 
of  nitrogen,  variegated  leaves  tend  to  grow  greener.  With 
the  small  ones,  the  lower  nitrogen  fertilizer  used  to  grow 
them  results  in  beautiful  amounts  of  variegation  that  are 
easier  to  maintain. 

The  small  ones  become  mature  plants  over  a  shorter 
period  of  time  and  usually  require  less  rows  of  leaves  to  be 
considered  a  mature  shov/plant.  Thus,  it  is  easier  to 
overcome  culture  breaks  that  are  especially  obvious  with 
variegated  violets.  It  is  easier  to  grow  a  variegated  small 
one  than  a  variegated  standard. 
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space 

Another  key  difference  between  standards  and  small  ones 
is  their  space  requirements,  both  horizontal  and  vertical. 
While  my  shelves,  at  two  feet  by  four  feet,  can 
accommodate  eight  well  grown  standards,  that  same  shelf 
can  hold  20-30  small  ones.  If  you’re  short  on  shelf  space 
and  like  to  grow  a  wide  variety  of  bloom  colors  and  foliage 
types,  small  ones  are  your  answer! 

There  is  yet  another  consideration  regarding  space,  that 
being  vertical  space,  i.e.  the  distance  between  shelves.  The 
carpenters  who  built  my  shelves  believed  themselves  to  be 
great  builders,  but  they  knew  nothing  of  my  violet’s  needs. 
Hence,  when  asked  to  leave  at  least  20  inches  between 
shelves,  they  chose  to  leave  merely  15  because  it  made 
their  job  easier.  This  left  me  with  the  dilemma  of  having  to 
grow  great  standards  too  close  to  the  light  or  switching  to 
small  ones  which  actually  grow  better  closer  to  the  lights.  I 
took  the  easier  challenge  of  the  two,  as  did  the  carpenters 
(my  husband  and  father-in-law).  If  vertical  space  is  a 
problem,  small  ones  do  a  lot  better  when  grown  close  to  the 
lights. 

Potting 

Did  you  know  that  a  2  1/8"  pot  holds  1/4  cup  soil?  A  2 
1/2"  pot  holds  1/2  cup  soil?  Compare  that  to  a  4"  pot  that 
holds  2  cups  and  a  6"  one  that  holds  4  cups  of  softl  The 
small  amounts  of  soil  that  we  are  dealing  with  when 
growing  small  ones  may  explain  why  it  is  so  important  to 
repot  them  more  frequently  and  why  fertilizer  salt  damage 
is  more  evident  with  them  than  with  standards. 

Consider  also,  small  ones  are  rarely  moved  up  into  larger 
size  pots,  but  are  most  often  potted  back  into  the  same  size 
pot.  To  do  this,  the  rootball  must  be  trimmed  back  as  well, 
raising  the  potential  for  damage  to  the  plant  and  for  soil 
compaction.  Repotting  the  small  ones  is  not  only  more 
essential,  but  is  generally  riskier  than  repotting  standards. 


Showtime 

If  you  wanted  to  impress  someone  with  a  violet,  would 
you  show  them  a  standard  or  a  small  one?  Most  of  us 


would  choose  the  standard  simply  because  of  its  size. 
During  our  shows,  the  public  often  overlooks  the  small 
ones  because  they  are  more  familiar  with  standards. 
Furthermore,  and  I’m  going  to  step  on  some  toes  with  this 
statement,  there  are  some  judges  who  have  a  bias  toward 
standards  that  exhibitors  must  overcome.  As  hybridizers 
are  creating  better  small  ones,  more  are  being  shown  and 
grown  well  and  these  biases  are  becoming  less  of  a 
problem. 

It  takes  less  time  to  get  a  small  one  to  show  than  it  does  a 
standard.  From  the  time  it  is  potted  up  from  a  leaf,  a  small 
one  can  be  ready  for  show  in  6  months,  and  be  a  mature 
showplant  in  a  year.  A  standard,  at  least  with  respect  to  my 
culture,  easily  takes  1  1/2  to  2  years  to  become  a  mature 
show  specimen. 

Not  only  are  small  ones  faster,  but  they  are  easier  to  take 
to  show.  In  the  same  space  it  takes  to  transport  a  standard, 
6  to  10  small  ones  can  be  taken.  Furthermore,  with  this 
many  small  ones,  the  AVSA  Standard  Show  Award 
requirements  regarding  the  number  of  exhibits  are  easier  to 
meet:  members  are  growing  more  plants  in  their  growing 
areas  and  are  able  to  transport  more  plants  to  show.  Of 
course,  grooming  and  preparing  this  many  small  ones  is 
more  time  consuming,  although  individually  grooming  a 
really  good  standard  will  take  more  time  than  a  really  good 
small  one. 

Heritage 

A  final,  crucial  difference  results  from  the  heritage  of  the 
small  ones.  Part  of  their  ancestry  goes  back  to  the  trailing 
species,  hence  their  tendency  to  sucker  more  and  to  grow 
off  center.  This  is  more  true  of  earlier  hybrids  than  the  ones 
being  introduced  today.  Our  hybridizers  are  breeding  out 
the  worst  of  the  traits  and  leaving  the  best,  with  the  end 
result  being  small  ones  that  have  all  the  desirable 
characteristics  that  endear  them  to  us,  but  none  of  the  bad 
traits  that  drive  us  to  distraction! 

Again,  I  hope  to  able  to  share  information  with  you  about 
small  ones.  But  please  remember,  sharing  takes  two  people, 
and  1  am  very  serious  about  hearing  from  you  regarding 
your  small  ones! 


AVSA  Buflding  Maintenance  Fund 

Ruth  Warren  •  1534  Robeson  •  Fall  River,  MA  02720 


CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM  JUNE  1  -  JULY  15,  1995 


Enid  Wood 

$25.00 

L.  Brodin 

10.00 

Raffle  at  St.  Louis  Convention 

105.00 

Aloha  H.  Rhodes  (Memory  of  Husband 

500.00 

Major  Rhodes) 

Itsuko  Ishimota 

25.00 

June  Fallow 

15.00 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council 

10.00 

Paulette  Povey 

25.00 

AVC  of  Morris  County 

15.00 

Albuquerque  AVC  (Lieu  of  speaker  fee  for 
Barbara  Elkin) 

50.00 

Granada  AVS  (Gini  McCanna  convention  25.00 

slide  program) 

Sheila  Sullivan  20.00 

Late  Bloomers  AVC  of  Monroe  WI  5.00 

Spring  Branch  AVC  (50  from  club,  25  from  75.00 

speaker  Betty  Pinion) 

Crosstown  AVC  -  Madison  25.00 

Beaumont  AVC  (Handicap  ramp  for  office)  250.00 

AVC  of  Burlington  County  1 0.00 

First  AVS  of  Spartanburg  1 0.00 

Barbara  Dawson  2.00 


Total:  $1202.00 
Total  of  all  contributions:  98,061.21 
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In  Search  of  Neu^  Viotets 


Dr.  Jeff  Smith 
The  Indiana  Academy 
Ball  State  University 
Muncie,  IN  47306 


Late  winter  and  spring  can  be  ideal  times  of  the  year  to 

pollinate  plants  and  create  your  own  hybrids.  A  few  tips 

for  pollination  include  the  following: 

1.  Use  pollen  from  a  newly  open  flower,  preferably  a 
single  or  semi-double  flower  type. 

2.  The  anthers  should  be  firm,  dry  and  the  pollen  should 
appear  powdery.  Wet  or  mushy  anthers  rarely  have 
viable  pollen  and  should  not  be  used. 

3.  The  stigma  of  the  pistil  becomes  receptive  several  days 
after  the  flower  opens.  Look  for  a  wet  shiny 
appearance  as  an  indicator  that  the  stigma  is  ready  for 
pollination. 

4.  Pollinate  several  flowers  on  the  same  flower  stalk.  This 
should  result  in  several  seed  pods,  giving  a  better 
chance  for  the  seed  pods  to  survive  to  maturity. 

5.  High  humidity  often  helps  in  getting  seed  pods  to  set. 

6.  Label  each  cross,  indicating  the  pollen  parent  and  the 
date  that  the  cross  was  made. 

Q:  When  cross-pollinating  two  plants,  how  can  you  be 
sure  that  the  stigma  was  pollinated  by  the  pollen  from 
the  second  plant  rather  than  by  its  own  anthers? 

A:  The  only  way  to  be  100%  sure  that  you  have  avoided  a 
self-pollination  is  to  emasculate  the  flower  by  removing 
the  anthers  as  soon  as  the  flower  opens.  Enclosing  the 
flower  in  a  bag  will  prevent  pollination  from  another 
source  until  you  are  ready  to  make  the  cross.  The 
stigma  will  become  receptive  in  a  few  days,  at  which 
time  the  bag  can  be  removed  and  the  pollination  with 
pollen  from  the  second  plant  can  be  accomplished. 
African  violets,  however,  do  not  actively  shed  pollen 
from  their  anthers.  Self-pollination  is  normally  a  rare 
event  and  emasculation  is  usually  not  necessary. 
Unless  the  plants  are  infected  with  thrips  (which  can 
break  open  the  anthers  and  allow  a  few  self- 
pollinations  to  occur),  I  doubt  that  emasculation  and 
bagging  are  worth  the  time  and  effort. 


Qt  How  can  you  be  sure  that  a  specific  cross  has  not 
previously  been  made  by  another  hybridizer? 

A;  Realistically,  there  is  no  way  to  know  if  a  specific  cross 
has  been  made  by  another  hybridizer.  However,  I 
would  not  let  this  lack  of  knowledge  prevent  you  from 
making  a  cross.  African  violets  have  a  strong  ability  to 
mix  their  genes  during  a  cross.  The  results  that  hvo 
hybridizers  get  from  the  same  cross  can,  and  often  are, 
very  different.  Also,  there  is  no  barrier  in  the 
registration  of  hybrids  that  prevents  a  breeder  from 
making  the  same  cross  as  another.  Make  any  cross 
you  want  with  the  knowledge  that  your  results  will  still 
be  original. 

Qi  When  breeding  for  trailers,  does  it  make  a  difference  if 
only  the  seed  of  pollen  parent  is  a  trailer  or  should  \ 
two  trailers  always  be  bred  together  to  get  babies  ' 
with  good  trailing  habits? 

A:  The  genetic  trait  for  trailing  can  be  carried  by  either 
parent,  however,  crossing  a  trailer  with  a  non-trailer  ' 
will  diminish  the  chances  of  getting  babies  with  “good” 
trailing  habits.  If  you  desire  trailers  in  the  first  . 
generation,  your  best  chance  will  be  to  cross  two 
trailers  together.  ;■ 

Qi  What  is  the  chance  of  breeding  African  violets  with  : 
scented flowers?  \ 

A:  Using  traditional  breeding  methods,  Fd  say  the  chance  | 
was  very  slim.  African  violet  flowers  lack  structures 
that  could  make  a  scent.  However,  with  some  of  the 
advances  that  have  been  occurring  in  genetic 
engineering,  I  could  imagine  the  transfer  of  the  genetic 
information  for  making  a  scent  from  another  plant  to  '■ 
African  violets.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  barriers  to  ' 
be  overcome,  but  if  scientists  can  place  a  petunia  gene  | 
in  a  tobacco  plant,  why  not  a  gene  for  scented  flowers  '' 
into  violets? 
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Qi  How  much  oj  the  variation  in  African  violets  comes 
from  the  wild  species  and  how  much  has  arisen  in 
cultivation? 

A:  A  few  traits,  such  as  trailing  growth  habit  and  miniature 
size  can  be  traced  directly  to  breeding  programs  using 
the  species  plants.  Other  genetic  traits  such  as  double 
flowers,  pink,  red,  and  coral  flower  color,  geneva  and 
raspberry  edges,  and  variegated  leaves,  originated  as 
mutations  from  cultivated  plants.  A  species  plant  that 
mutates  usually  doesn’t  survive  and  reproduce  in  the 
wild  and  the  mutant  genetic  traits  are  quickly  lost.  Man, 
however,  nurtures  plants  showing  unusual  genetic  traits, 
adding  this  genetic  diversity  to  the  gene  pool  of  the 
plant.  Thus,  cultivation  has  been  the  more  important 


source  of  variation  in  African  violets. 

Q:  Has  there  been  any  further  research  on  attempting  to 
cross  African  violets  with  Petrocosmia  kerrii  or  Cirita 
micomusa  to  improve  yellow flower  color? 

A:  I  am  not  aware  of  any  further  work  in  this  area,  but  I 
would  have  doubts  of  it  being  successful.  While 
African  violets  hybridize  easily  between  the  species 
within  their  own  genus  {Saintpaulia) ,  I  am  not  aware 
of  a  single  successful  cross  of  violets  with  another 
genus  of  plants.  I  would  suspect  that  only  genetic 
engineering  techniques  would  allow  the  movement  of 
the  gene  for  yellow  flower  color  from  these  plants  to 
African  violets . 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck  •  P.0,  Box  38  •  Oreland,  PA  19075“0038 


Donations  received  from  March  20, 1995  -  July  20,  1995: 


Paumanok  AVS,  Greenlawn,  NY 

10.00 

In  memory  of  a  very  dear  member, 

The  Pied  Pipers  AVS,  ST.  Louis,  MO 

10.00 

Betty  Raskopf 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council,  Columbia,  IL 

10.00 

Crosstown  AVC,  Madison,  W1 

25.00 

Thmpa  AVS,  Thmpa,  FL 

In  memory  of  Radna  Vetzel 

25.00 

In  memory  of  Doris  St.  Clair,  a  beloved 
charter  member 

Mrs.  C.W.  Twiford,  Goldsboro,  NC 

In  memory  of  Alice  Deane 

10.00 

Thmpa  AVS,  Thmpa,  FL 

In  loving  memory  of  Dora  Lee  Odom  Dorsey, 

25.00 

Fancy  Bloomers  AVS,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 

15.00 

a  charter  and  life  member 

In  memory  of  Richard  Joy 

NASA  AREA  AVS,  League  City,  TX 

50.00 

Topeka  AVS,  Topeka,  KS 

20.00 

In  lieu  of  a  speaker’s  fee  to  Dr.  Charles  Cole 

In  memory  of  Veda  Godsey 

Waukesha  Violeteers,  Waukesha,  WI 

29.26 

Hoosier  AVS,  Routs,  IN 

10.00 

First  AVS  of  Spartanburg,  SC 

10.00 

Mrs.  Marvel  Fox,  St.  Davids,  Bermuda 

20.00 

Magic  Knight  AVS,  San  Antonio,  TX 

10.00 

Baltimore  AVS,  Baltimore,  MD 

30.00 

Quad  City  AVS,  Iowa  &  Illnois 

50.00 

In  memory  of  Charlie  Cohen 

Windsor  AVS,  Windsor,  CT 

50.00 

Gulf  AVC,  Cape  Coral,  FL 

10.00 

The  Town  &  Country  AVS,  Riverside,  CA 

25.00 

June  O’Neill,  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 

10.00 

In  memory  of  our  good  friend  Jess  Beal 

First  Goldsboro  AVS,  Goldsboro,  NC 

In  memory  of  Alice  Deane,  a  beloved 
member  of  our  Society 

20.00 

Zest  of  The  West  AVS,  Fort  Collins,  CO 

Our  club  is  dissolving.  The  final  mission 
is  to  disburse  the  contents  of  our  treasury... 

100.00 

Spring  Branch  AVC,  Houston,  TX 

10.00 

this  gift  is  for  BERF  for  research. 

First  Goldsboro  AVS,  Goldsboro,  NC 

Long  Island  AVS,  W.  Hempstead,  NY 

25.00 

25.00 

The  Late  Bloomers  AVC,  Monroe,  WI 

5.00 

AVSA 

Certificates  of 

Arnifpoisitinii 

Members  of  the  Publications  Committee  and  the  Board  of  Directors  voted  for  the 
most  outstanding  articles  published  in  the  African  Violet  Magazine  during  the  past 
year.  The  winning  authors  were  presented  with  Certificates  of  Appreciation  at  the 

St.  Louis  Convention.  They  were  also  given  a  complimentaiy  one  year  membership 
to  AVSA  to  be  given  to  a  non-member  of  their  choice. 

The  winners  are: 

Alma  Hummer  Joyce  Stenger 

Mary  Ann  Switzer  Joyce  and  Kent  Stork 

Bob  Green 

lippicuiciliuil 

Congratulations  to  each  of  you! 

Jane  Rexilius,  Publications  Committee  Chairman 
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For  Beginners 


Kent  &  Joyce  Stork 
2501  East  23rd  Ave.  S 
Fremont,  NE  68025 


TAKING  YOUR  VIOLETS  WITH  YOV 


We’ve  heard  “you  can’t  take  it  with  you,”  and  that 
may  be  true  of  some  things,  but  your  violets  will 
travel!  You  can  take  them  with  you!  You  can 
grow  violets  wherever  you  live  and  work,  if  you 
are  willing  to  make  a  few  adjustments. 

At  Home  With  Your  Violets 

Most  beginners  do  grow  their  violets  right  in  the  prime 
living  space  of  their  homes.  That  first  violet  often  ends  up 
in  a  kitchen  window  or  on  a  coffee  table.  Having  violets 
bloom  in  a  place  where  they  are  in  open  view  adds  a  lot  of 
pleasure  to  our  lives.  As  the  hobby  grows,  you  may  choose 
to  put  the  plants  in  a  special  growing  space.  Many 
advanced  growers  choose  to  place  their  plants  under 
fluorescent  lights  and  away  from  the  dangers  of  pets  and 
family.  A  separate  room  can  help  to  achieve  good 
temperature  and  humidity  control,  and  it  allows  the  grower 
to  hide  messy  potting  areas  while  making  the  tasks  of 
growing  more  convenient.  Similarly,  constant  watering 
methods  that  are  very  effective  in  producing  better  growth 
are  often  not  very  attractive  in  the  home  decorating 
scheme.  This  results  in  violets  that  are  more  beautiful  but 
which  are  hidden  away! 

Remember  the  first  joy  of  violet  growing,  and  try  to 
keep  at  least  one  or  two  plants  with  you  in  the  main  living 
areas  of  your  home.  This  can  be  done  easily  by  choosing 
one  or  two  blooming  plants  from  the  growing  room  and 
placing  them  on  a  dining  table  or  in  a  bright  window. 
When  the  blossoms  begin  to  fade,  return  the  plants  to  the 
growing  area  and  bring  fresher  plants  out  for  display. 
Decorative  pots  with  hidden  water  systems  are  available 
for  growing  violets,  and  it  is  well  worth  the  extra  cost  if  the 
violets  are  out  where  they  can  be  enjoyed. 

We  recently  placed  a  lighted  stand  in  our  bedroom,  and 
have  our  newest  seedlings  blooming  there.  (Seedlings  are 
plants  that  are  the  result  of  a  hybrid  cross.  The  seed  pod 
that  develops  is  filled  with  tiny  seeds  that  are  each 
genetically  different.)  It  has  been  a  real  joy  to  wake  up 
each  morning  and  see  what  new  blossoms  have  opened. 
We’ll  know  much  more  about  any  plants  that  are  saved 


and  named,  because  we  really  lived  with  them. 

Violets  in  the  Office  or  at  Work 
Since  many  of  us  spend  a  lot  of  our  waking  hours  at 
work,  it  sometimes  works  out  that  the  office  is  the  best 
place  to  grow  violets  as  well.  If  it  is  possible  to  set  up  a 
small  growing  area  there,  you  could  have  a  more  pleasant 
workplace.  Think  of  the  friendly  conversations  that  can 
begin  over  a  grouping  of  beautiful  African  violets. 

Remember  that  African  violets  need  two  things  to 
survive— regular  light  and  water.  Once  these  two  are 
available,  it  is  not  hard  to  add  fertilizer  and  to  use  the 
proper  soil  and  pot  size. 

Often  the  available  light  in  businesses  and  schools 
consists  of  overhead  fluorescent  tubes.  While  this  does 
have  the  correct  light  spectrum  to  allow  violets  to  bloom,  it 
may  not  be  intense  enough  since  the  lights  are  four  to  five 
feet  or  more  away  from  the  foliage.  Setting  violets  on  a  tall 
piece  of  furniture,  like  a  file  cabinet,  may  bring  them  close 
enough  to  the  lights  to  keep  them  happy.  It  is  also 
necessary  to  consider  that  office  lights  may  be  left  on  | 
around  around  the  clock  or  be  turned  off  during  the  I 
weekends.  Violets  really  prefer  around  twelve  hours  of  ; 
bright  intense  light  followed  by  twelve  hours  of  darkness  ' 
every  day.  If  your  violets  are  not  blooming  or  if  the  leaves 
are  stretching  upward,  try  correcting  the  problem  with  a  ^ 
fluorescent  desk  lamp  that  is  on  a  timer.  This  type  of  lamp  : 
will  allow  for  only  one  or  two  plants,  but  those  violets  can  ; 
be  kept  close  at  hand  and  enjoyed  throughout  the  day.  i 
If  the  workplace  has  available  window  light,  the  plants  i 
need  to  be  placed  as  near  the  window  as  possible. 
However,  do  be  aware  of  the  temperatures  there.  Some 
large  windows  can  be  quite  hot  or  cold  depending  on  the  I 
season  and  on  the  placement  of  forced  air  registers.  ; 

If  you  have  ample  private  office  space  or  classroom 
space,  consider  purchasing  a  light  stand.  But  don’t  fill  it  up  ^ 
with  your  own  plants  too  fast-there  are  often  coworkers  * 
who  will  be  happy  to  contribute  some  of  their  violets  too!  i 
Providing  regular  water  at  work  is  not  so  difficult,  but  i 
there  are  some  challenges  here,  too.  Since  other  people  are  : 
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around,  it  is  probably  necessary  that  you  make  some  rules 
about  how  the  plants  are  watered,  and  who  is  going  to  be 
responsible!  Wick  watering,  or  a  similar  system  to  provide 
constant  water,  works  well  and  eliminates  the  guess  work. 
It  may  also  improve  the  humidity  around  the  plant  if  you 
have  dry  air. 

It  is  helpful  to  keep  a  jug  of  water,  premixed  with 
fertilizer,  somewhere  near  the  plants  so  that  it  doesn’t  take 
long  to  add  water  when  needed.  If  you  don’t,  you  may  be 
tempted  to  be  lazy.  During  a  busy  week,  the  plants  may 
not  get  needed  water  in  time,  or  they  may  get  a  quick 
splash  of  plain  water  fresh  from  the  faucet  (often 
chlorinated  and  too  cold).  Having  a  handy  supply  of 
quality  water  may  help  you  avoid  the  nasty  habit  of 
dumping  the  last  dregs  of  coffee  into  the  soil  (it  can  alter 
the  soil  pH) . 

Do  be  aware  of  the  temperature  maintained  in  the 
building  when  workers  are  absent.  African  violets  will 
tolerate  a  temperature  drop  to  about  60  degrees  Fahrenheit 
and  an  increase  to  about  85  degrees.  If  the  temperatures 
are  more  extreme,  the  plants  are  likely  to  suffer. 

There  is  one  other  problem  that  can  occur  with  growing 
at  the  workplace.  It  is  very  inconvenient  to  repot  plants 
there.  The  inevitable  spilled  soil  is  not  welcome,  and 
repotting  takes  time  away  from  work.  Unless  your  boss  is 
comfortable  with  this,  it  would  be  wise  to  take  plants  home 
for  this  necessary  maintenance.  Wait  for  pleasant  outside 
temperatures  to  move  the  plants,  and  don’t  make  any  other 
stops  on  the  way  that  would  leave  plants  to  cook  or  chill  in 
a  vehicle.  Repotting  at  least  once  a  year  makes  the  task 
easier  for  you  and  less  stressful  for  the  plants.  You  might 
like  to  keep  back  issues  of  the  African  Violet  magazine 
nearby,  so  that  curious  co-workers  can  enjoy  reading  them. 
Putting  your  name  on  the  magazines  might  ensure  that 
they  will  be  returned! 

Six  Months  Here  and  Six  Months  There 

Retired  folks  who  have  the  opportunity  to  relocate  to 
more  pleasant  climates  for  part  of  the  year  are  really 
challenged  if  they  wish  to  grow  African  violets  too.  But  it 
can  be  done! 

If  “home”  is  actually  a  recreational  vehicle,  one  or  two 
violets  can  be  grown  in  a  window  there.  (Due  to  space 
limitations,  miniature  or  semiminiature  violets  might  be  the 
perfect  choice.)  It  does  require  a  secure  situation  so  that 
sudden  stops  don’t  result  in  disastrous  spills.  It  also 
requires  some  careful  attention  to  temperature  controls. 

Some  prefer  to  move  a  small  collection  of  African  violets 
with  them  into  the  summer  or  winter  quarters.  We  have 
heard  of  an  amazing  system  which  transported  the  violets 
on  a  suspended  swinging  shelf  in  the  back  seat.  It  took 
some  creativity,  but  it  seems  to  work.  Instead,  one  could 
pack  plants  into  a  styrofoam  box  with  nests  for  each  plant 
made  of  shredded  paper.  It  is  possible  to  get  more  plants 
packed  if,  beforehand,  rows  of  older  leaves  are  removed. 


and  the  plants  are  repotted  to  bury  necks.  African  violets 
seem  to  be  quite  forgiving  about  sitting  in  a  dark  box  for  a 
few  days  if  the  temperature  remains  fairly  even. 

Another  alternative  is  to  maintain  friends  and  separate 
collections  of  violets  at  both  ends.  The  September  issue  of 
this  magazine  lists  clubs  in  many  areas.  Finding  a  violet 
club  and  some  violet  friends  can  provide  a  safe  residence 
for  plants  when  the  owner  migrates.  Those  friends  may 
even  be  willing  to  share  violets  to  replace  those  that  were 
left  behind.  Since  different  climates  can  present  unique 
challenges  to  growing,  it  is  helpful  to  have  an  experienced 
local  grower  who  knows  about  water  problems  or  where  to 
find  supplies. 

Relocating  to  a  New  Home 

A  permanent  relocation  is  not  much  different  from 
seasonal  migrating  when  moving  violets,  except  that  a 
permanent  change  is  never  routine.  It  is  easy  to  panic  and 
ignore  the  plants  until  almost  everything  else  is  packed. 
The  result  is  careless  packing. 

If  possible,  repot  plants  at  least  two  weeks  before 
moving.  Remove  older  leaves  to  shrink  the  overall  size  of 
the  plant.  Throw  away  plants  that  are  not  well-loved.  They 
will  be  even  less  appreciated  in  the  new  location  after  the 
stress  of  moving.  Remove  all  open  blossoms  that  will 
certainly  be  faded  or  dead  after  the  move  is  complete. 
Plants  that  are  somewhat  on  the  dry  side  are  less  brittle 
and  can  be  moved  with  less  breakage. 

Find  sturdy  boxes  in  advance  to  transport  your  violets. 
Plan  how  many  plants  can  be  fit  snugly  into  each  box. 
These  will  preferably  ride  inside  a  car  and  be  the  last  thing 
to  be  packed  when  space  is  very  limited,  so  you  need  to  fit 
them  into  as  little  space  as  possible. 

If  you  cannot  take  plants  of  eveiy  variety,  make  a  leaf 
box.  Place  a  layer  of  vermiculite  in  the  blossom  of  a  plastic 
box  with  a  cover  and  lightly  moisten.  Take  a  cutting  or  two 
(remember  to  choose  very  healthy  mature  leaves)  of  each 
variety  you  wish  to  save,  label  each  leaf,  placing  the  stem 
into  the  rooting  medium  in  the  box,  and  cover.  This  can  be 
done  weeks  in  advance  of  the  move,  and  allows  for 
minimal  effect  at  the  end.  The  leaves  won’t  produce  babies 
and  need  attention  for  several  months,  which  will  allow 
time  for  getting  settled. 

Home  is  Where  the  Violets  Are 

Violet  growers  seem  to  be  happiest  when  their  violets 
are  close  by.  Whether  it  is  at  home,  at  work,  or  on  the 
road,  it  is  good  to  know  what  our  plants  are  doing.  When 
we  can  see  them  we  don’t  have  to  worry.  Seeing  violets 
bloom  probably  keeps  us  from  getting  cranky. 

Our  violets  need  us  to  be  close  to  them  as  well.  That’s 
when  we  can  see  what  they  need  and  try  to  provide  it. 
They  are  far  more  likely  to  thrive  when  we  are  aware  of 
what  is  happening  to  them. 

Thke  your  violets  with  you.  You  belong  together. 
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“And  the  Winners  are,.. 


Al  &  Cathy  Comibe 
197  Archer  Drive 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 


The  AVSA  Affiliate  Chairman  mails  out  the  AVSA 
Standard  Show  Awards  Packet.  This  packet  contains 
several  forms,  including  ours.  Please  be  sure  to  mail 
each  form  back  to  the  correct  person! 

The  AVSA  Collection  Award  Forms  are  to  be  mailed  back 
to  the  AVSA  Affiliate  Chairman  in  the  return  envelope  that 
comes  with  the  packet.  The  Tally  Time  Form  should  be 
mailed  to  Anna  Jean  Landgren.  Photographs  should  be 
mailed  to  our  AVM  Editor,  Ruth  Rumsey. 

Please  mail  only  the  “AND  THE  WINNERS  ARE...” 
form  to  us!  If  possible,  use  a  typewriter  or  print  legibly  on 
our  form.  Please  double  check  that  all  of  the  winners’ 
names  are  spelled  correctly. 

AV  CLUB  OF  BURLINGTON  COUNTY,  NJ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Picasso.  Ness’  Shirley’s  Delight,  Louise  Croteau; 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Firefly,  Rob’s  Smoke  Rings, 
Swing  Along:  Best  in  Show:  Picasso;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Soliloquy; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Firefly;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Sandy 
Skalski.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Pink  Patti,  Happy 
Cricket,  Windy  Day;  Best  Trailer/Best  Species:  Saintpauila  pendula 
kizarae-.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Temptation’;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Susan  Arnao. 

AVS  OF  GREATER  MONTREAL,  CANADA  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Smokey  Moon,  Chic,  Fredette’s  Moonflower; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Greta  Durand.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Wind  Chimes,  Sapphire  Halo,  Sansoucy’  Julie-Marie;  Best 
in  Show:  Wind  Chimes,  Nicole  Charbonneau.  Best  Miniature:  Timid 
Teen;  Best  Semiminiature:  Petite  Pat,  Irene  Henry.  Best  Trailer:  West 
Trail;  Best  Design,  Nancy  Johnston.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
grandifolia,  Clement  Perreault.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus 
Hybrid,  Bill  Neumann.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Dick  Harritnan. 

AVS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  -  Winners;  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Lela  Marie,  Coral  Kiss,  Ness’  Viking  Maiden;  Best  in  Show: 
Ness’  Viking  Maiden;  Best  Miniature:  Timid  Teen;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Fred  Grafelman.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Mark,  Picotee  Petticoat,  Blackie  Bryant,  Don  Thornburg.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Little  Pro,  Elaine  Butler.  Best  Trailer;  Falling  Snow; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘Tlnkerbells’,  Gary  Beck.  Best  Design, 
Janet  Fox.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Harriette  Poss. 

HEART  OF  JACKSONVILLE  AVS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Suncoast  Paisley  Print,  Optimara  Haiti,  Optimara 
Delaware,  Tammy  Rice.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt, 
Precious  Pink,  Hondo  Honey;  Best  in  Show:  Wrangler’s  Jealous  Heart; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Pink  Pizazz;  Best  Trailer;  Beacon  Trail,  Harae 
Grady.  Best  Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Diamond  Sport,  Sharon 
Gartner.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  grandifolia,  Susie  Dawson.  Best 


Gesneriad:  N audio themis,  Linda  Gensel.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Bobbi  Johannsen.  Best  Design,  Charlene  Francis.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Judy  Barnett. 

HOOSIER  AVS,  IN  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection;  Ode  To 
Beauty,  Candy  Swirls,  Acadian  Odyssey;  Best  Miniature:  Optimara 
Little  Pearl;  Best  Trailer;  Fun  Trail;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Jean  Willey.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Sno  Fun,  Prancing  Pony,  Little  Pro;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Sno  Fun,  Lois  Matusak.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘Tlnkerbells’,  Judi  Nuest. 

OLD  DOMINION  AVS,  VA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Marie  Knoblock,  Suncoast  FantaSea,  Isadorabie,  Kitty  Carroll  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection;  Rob’s  Half  Moon,  Rob’s  \^at  Not,  Rob’s 
Tdffy  Pull;  Best;  Best  Species;  Saintpaulia  shumensis;  Best  Design, 
Laurene  Jones.  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer:  Ramblin’  Pink;  Best 
Miniature;  Rob's  Soliloquy,  Beth  Harris.  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue,  Kathy  Bieritz.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Orion’, 
Terry  Hoskins. 

OTTAWA  AVS,  CANADA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Powwow,  Optimara  Ontario,  Fisher’s  Leone;  Best  Miniature;  Toronto 
Belle,  Betty  Tapping.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection;  Harbor 
Blue,  Ward  Brown,  Pink  Patti;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Bogeyman,  Little  Pro,  Rob’s  Moon  Critter-,  Best  in  Show;  Carignan; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Little  Pro;  Best  Trailer:  Dancin’  ITail;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Bob  McCabe.  Best  Species:  Saintpauilia  intermedia; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Dick  Harriman.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus 
‘Cape  Jewel’,  Angele  Biljan.  Best  Design,  Bill  Westbrook. 

THE  AVS  OF  CALGARY,  CANADA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Melodic  Kimi,  Noitex’s  Snowkist  Haven,  Lilian  Jarrett,  Jean 
Melnechuk.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Serai  Collection:  Snuggles,  Mini  Papa, 
Rob’s  Sunspot;  Best  in  Show/  Best  Semiminiature:  Snuggles,  Amy 
Robinson.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Copper  Cat, 
Rob’s  Violet  Sky,  Shutter  Bug,  Evelyn  Tse.  Best  Miniature:  Ballet 
Thffy,  Elsie  Rowe.  Best  TYailer:  Sea  Spray,  Winston  Goretsky.  Best 
Gesneriad;  Episcia  ‘Golddigger’,  Gertrad  Schneider.  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Faye  Denesik.  Best  Design,  Cynthia  Salamanowicz. 

TORONTO  AVS,  CANADA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Ode  To  Beauty,  Granger’s  Wonderland,  Blushing  Ivoiy;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection;  Precious  Pink,  Heritage  Frolic,  Mini  Papa; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Irish  Flirt;  Best  TYailer:  Scuba  Diver;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Carolyn  Conlin-Lane.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Velvet  Frost,  Raspberry  Crisp,  Pink  Elegance;  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Dylan  Ross,  Pat  Champagne, 
Precious  Pink,  Fred  Woodham.  Best  in  Show;  Harbor  Blue,  Doris 
Brownlie.  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  canescens;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Eleanor  Elston.  Best  Design,  Inez  Wolfe, 
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A(/$A  Affitiate  Ciubs 


Bob  Green,  Chairman 
Affiliate  Committee 
997  Botany  Lane 
Rockledge,  FL  32955 


At  the  AVSA  St.  Louis  Convention  this  year,  the 
AVSA  Board  decided  to  reinstate  the  AVSA  Affiliates 
column.  So,  after  an  absence  of  several  years,  this 
column  is  back. 

This  column  is  the  responsibility  of  the  AVSA 
Affiliate  Committee,  of  which  I  am  the  chairman. 
The  other  members  of  this  committee  are:  Mary  Lou 
Harden  (Vice  Chairman  from  Mango,  FL),  Linda 
Curtis  (Arvada,  Co),  Celia  Dazet  (Empire,  LA), 
Martha  Dyson  (Berwick,  LA),  lackie  Green 
(Rockledge,  FL),  and  Hortense  and  “Sundown” 
Pittman  (courtesy  members  from  San  Antonio,  TX). 
Our  responsibilities  are:  to  advise  and  assist  affiliates 
with  problems  on  which  they  may  need  guidance;  to 
mail  informative  affiliate  materials  to  all  affiliate 
members,  such  as  information  on  how  to  form  a 
new  club;  and  to  send  charters  and  guidebooks  to 
newly  affiliated  clubs.  We  welcome  your  suggestions 
as  to  how  we  might  serv'e  you  better. 

Recently,  I  received  a  letter  from  an  AVSA  member 
who  wanted  to  know  if  there  were  any  AVSA 
affiliate  clubs  near  where  she  had  moved. 
Unfortunately,  I  had  to  write  her  back  that  there 
were  no  clubs  in  her  area.  However,  I  was  able  to 
suggest  to  her  that,  perhaps,  she  could  start  a  club, 
and  I  sent  her  the  AVSA  packet  that  is  available  for 
any  AVSA  member  who  is  interested  in  forming  such 
a  club. 

The  packet  contains  the  procedures  to  follow  when 
forming  a  new  affiliate  club,  such  as  suggestions  on 
how  to  find  others  in  the  area  who  are  interested  in 
a  club,  by  advertising  in  local  newspapers,  in 
libraries,  and  by  word  of  mouth.  Then,  after  forming 
a  steering  committee,  how  to  affiliate  with  AVSA  and 
receive  all  the  benefits  of  affiliation.  Also,  included 
in  the  packet,  is  a  sample  set  of  bylaws  upon  which 
to  base  a  club’s  rules  regarding  membership,  times 
and  places  of  meetings,  officers  and  their  duties,  etc. 
In  addition,  the  packet  contains  suggestions  of 
programs,  which  can  be  of  immense  help  in 


attracting  new  members  and  keeping  old  members. 

Once  the  steering  committee  has  formed  the 
nucleus  club,  there  are  instructions  in  the  packet  as 
to  how  to  affiliate  with  AVSA:  a  short  letter  is 
written,  listing  the  officers,  and  asking  AVSA  for 
affiliation.  This  letter,  along  with  a  check  for  dues  (at 
present  $20.00,  payable  to  AVSA),  is  mailed  to  the 
AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX 
77702. 

Becoming  an  AVSA  affiliate  entitles  a  club  to  such 
benefits  as:  liability  insurance  (at  a  nominal  fee)  for 
club  shows,  sales,  meetings,  etc.;  awards  for  shows 
(for  a  nominal  fee);  and  a  means  to  compete  with 
other  affiliate  clubs  with  its  yearbook  and  newsletter 
or  magazine,  to  list  only  a  few. 

Before  I  sign  off,  on  behalf  of  AVSA  and  the 
Affiliate  Committee,  I  would  like  to  welcome  into 
affiliation  the  following  African  violet  organizations 
and  their  presidents: 


Saintpaulia  Society  of  Long  Island 
Edward  Bradford,  President 
8525  86th  Street 
Woodhaven,  NY  11421 

Office  Violets  and  Lunch 
loyce  Stenger,  President 
7 1 4  El  Toro  Lane 
Houston,  TX  77062 


Bella  Vista  African  Violet  Society 
Barbara  Cota,  President 
52  Kensington  Drive 
Bella  Vista,  AR  72714 


Thiwan  African  Violet  Club 
Fu  Chen  Tung,  President 
4  Lane  61  Kuo  Shan  3rd  Road 
Kao-Hsiung  840  Taiwan 
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Question  Bon 


§  James  Smith 

489  Linwood  Avenue 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 


Ralph  Robinson 
P.O.  Box  9 
Naples,  NY  14512 


QUESTION;  /  have  a  problem  with  molds  and  algae 
growing  on  the  soil  and  reservoirs  of  my  plants.  / 
purchased  some  Physan  20,  but  there  are  no  directions  as 
to  how  much  to  use  on  houseplants.  What  are  the 
proportions  that  should  be  used? 

ANSWER:  Physan  20  is  a  wonderfiil  product  to  be  used 
as  an  algaecide  and  fungicide.  For  sanitizing  (washing  pots, 
etc.),  use  1/2  capful  to  a  gallon  of  warm  water.  To  help 
reduce  the  algae,  molds  and  fungi  on  soil  and  in  the 
reservoirs,  add  1/4  capful  to  your  watering  mixture.  The 
combination  of  Physan  20  and  fertilizer  will  not  harm  the 
plants.  Physan  20  also  helps  prevent  mildew  from  forming 
on  and  around  your  plant  collection.  Use  5  drops  of  Physan 
20  to  a  quart  of  warm  water.  Spray  on  the  plants  and 
around  the  growing  area.  Be  sure  that  a  fan  is  running  at 
all  times  to  keep  the  air  circulating  in  the  growing  area. 
Circulating  air  will  reduce  the  chances  of  mildew,  which 
forms  when  nights  are  cool  and  humidity  is  high. 


ANSWER:  The  lack  of  humidity  is  your  problem. 
Espisdas  require  more  humidity  than  African  violets. 
Quoting  from  an  article  in  the  March/April  1990  issue  of 
the  Gesneriad  lournal.  written  by  Max  Dekking,  states  the 
following  tips  for  grov/ing  espiscias: 

1 .  A  temperature  not  lov/er  than  60  degrees,  preferably 
65  degrees,  which  can  go  as  high  as  100  degrees 
without  detrimental  effect  as  long  as  the  next 
requirement  is  met. 

2.  A  humidity  percentage  of  65%  to  70%. 

3.  A  light  intensity  slightly  less  than  for  African  violets. 

4.  A  daily  misting  with  WARM  water,  with  a  few  drops 
per  quart  of  Atlas  Liquid  Fish  or  Atlas  Liquid  Whale 
added,  twice  a  week. 

5.  Plenty  of  air  circulation,  but  AVOID  COLD  DRAFTS 

6.  A  heavy  feeding  program,  1/4  regular  strength  at 
every  watering. 

Following  these  six  growing  tips  should  help  provide  lush 
foliage  and  abundant  bloom.  Good  luck. 


QUESTION:  I  am  having  a  problem  getting  ‘girl’  violets 
to  bloom.  1  use  Peter’s  fertilizer  and  Superthrive  for 
feeding.  Plants  are  grown  under fluorescent  lights.  Most  of 
my  plants  bloom  on  and  off,  but  not  the  plants  with  ‘girl’ 
foliage.  What  am  /  doing  wrong? 

ANSWER:  I  have  experienced  this  problem  mostly  with 
African  violet  miniatures.  A  friend  of  mine  suggested  that  I 
remove  a  few  of  the  center  leaves  to  allow  more  light  to 
enter  the  center  of  the  plant.  This  suggestion  did  work.  It 
seems  that  a  crowded  center  will  inhibit  the  formation  of 
buds  due  to  insufficient  light  reaching  the  bud  producing 
cells.  I  have  used  this  method  on  standards  with  success. 
Only  remove  enough  leaves  to  allow  more  light  to  reach  the 
center.  The  center  may  be  a  little  misshaped  for  a  while,  but 
will  correct  itself  with  new  growth  and  a  reward  of  blossom 
clusters. 

QUESTION:  I  have  had  great  luck  with  African  violets, 
but  for  some  reason,  I  can  ’tget  espiscias  to  bloom.  1  get  a 
multitude  of  buds  which  wither  and  die.  I  use  the  same 
soil  and  growing  conditions  for  both  violets  and  espiscias. 

/  need  suggestions. 


QUESTION:  I  purchased  leaves  of  several  /frican  violet 
varieties  and  they  developed  into  lovely  variegated  plants. 
When  blooms  arrived,  two  bloomed  with  abnormally  small 
fowers  according  to  the  description  of  the  variety.  Bloom 
color  and  foliage  are  all  true  to  description.  All  plants  are 
grown  under  the  same  environmental  conditions  and 
under  the  same  methods  of  care.  Is  it  possible  that  the 
blossom  size  ‘sported’? 

ANSWER:  After  checking  with  two  experienced 
hybridizers  in  my  area,  they  tell  me  that  this  situation  is 
unlikely,  but  not  entirely  impossible.  Briefly  defined,  a  sport 
is  a  variation  in  the  color,  form,  or  size  of  the  plant  or  part 
of  the  plant.  Since  the  flower  is  part  of  the  plant,  then  I 
suppose  that  a  change  in  blossom  size,  with  regards  to  your 
situation,  could  be  a  ‘sport’.  I  must  mention  that  a  decrease 
in  blossom  size  could  be  caused  by  the  grower’s  cultural 
conditions,  with  high  heat  and  low  humidity  being  the 
major  contributing  factors. 

After  several  leaf  generations  one  of  my  hybrids,  Jim’s 
Christmas  Bell,  suddenly  changed  from  a  tiny  bell  blossoms 
to  large  bells.  This  only  happened  to  one  plant  that  I  chose 
to  propagate.  Attempts  to  propagate,  using  a  different  plant 
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of  the  same  variety,  growing  true  to  description,  resulted 
with  normal  plants  being  produced.  From  time  to  time,  I 
grow  several  plants  of  the  same  variety  for  show  entry 
reasons.  It  has  happened  that  if  I  delete  all  but  one  plant  of 
a  variety  and  attempt  to  propagate  it  from  a  leaf,  the 
plantlets  are  not  quite  the  same  as  the  original.  I  am  sure 
this  has  happened  to  several  of  yours  and  it  is  frustrating. 
In  most  cases,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  hybridizer,  especially 
in  those  varieties  that  have  been  around  a  long  time.  The 
genetic  material,  for  some  reason,  just  alters. 

If  you  propagate  from  leaves,  be  aware  of  possible 
changes.  Discard  all  plants  that  do  not  grow  true  to  the 
hybridizer’s  description,  unless  the  result  is  significantly 
different  as  with  a  mutation,  then  it  might  be  worth  your 
time  and  attention. 

QUESTION:  Is  there  any  way  to  increase  blossom  size 
on  African  violets? 

ANSWER:  The  only  way  that  I  have  been  successful  in 
increasing  blossom  size  is  to  control  the  amount  of 
humidity  and  temperature.  The  basement  growing 
environment  is  excellent  for  growing  anything  under 
fluorescent  lights.  The  basement  is  cool  and  the 
temperature  is  easily  maintained,  providing  you  don’t  have 
100  lights.  (Don’t  send  me  your  light  bill.)  My  plant  room 
is  in  an  enclosed  area,  and  with  24  lights  burning  14  hours 
a  day,  it  does  get  quite  warm.  My  solution  to  this  is  to  keep 
a  large  24  inch  fan  running  during  the  hours  that  the  lights 
are  on.  This  seems  to  help.  For  the  out-of-the-basement 
grower,  it  will  help  to  mist  your  plants;  taking  care  not  to  let 
the  sun  shine  on  the  foliage  until  it  is  dry.  A  fan  or  air 
conditioner  will  also  help.  In  the  basement,  I  can  usually 
hold  the  temperature  to  about  72-78  degrees  during  the 
day  in  summer,  with  about  a  5  degree  drop  at  night, 
sometimes  cooler.  If  I  am  successful  with  this  control  this 
year,  I’ll  be  sleeping  with  the  plants!  Moooove  over,  y’all. 
Maintaining  cool  temperatures  seems  to  be  the  secret. 

QUESTION;  /  have  a  plant  that  shows  a  noticeable 
lighter  edge  on  the  outer  two  rows  of  leaves.  My  soil-less 
mix  has  good  drainage  and  I  use  Peter’s  15  x  30  x  15 
fertilizer  at  each  watering.  All  of  my  plants  are  grown 
under  lights  with  a  temperature  of  70  degrees  and 
humidity  of  about  60%.  The  plants  are  grown  Texas  style 
and  are  repotted  every  two  months.  Can  you  tell  me  what 
might  be  going  wrong? 

ANSWER:  You  mentioned  the  cultivar,  ‘The  King’  as 
being  your  major  concern.  For  many  years,  I  have  grown  this 
plant  from  time  to  time,  I  too  have  experienced  this  problem. 


Some  varieties  have  a  tendency  to  develop  a  yellow  or  light 
edge.  This  is  called  ‘halo-ing’,  which  is  caused  from 
nitrogen  or  boron  deficiency.  If  your  plants  have  been  on  a 
long  schedule  of  low  nitrogen  feeding,  such  as  the  formula 
you  mentioned,  a  ‘halo-ing’  may  occur.  It  was  suggested 
that  I  use  a  balanced  formula  such  as  Peter’s  20x20x20 
for  a  few  weeks.  Also  being  particularly  fond  of  ‘The  King’, 
I  tried  this  and  after  about  six  weeks,  the  problem  gradually 
cleared.  I  have  learned  that  some  varieties  need  more 
nitrogen  than  others  and  now,  I  alternate  monthly  between 
the  two  formulas  on  all  plants  with  no  adverse  effects. 
Since  you  also  mentioned  that  your  Ph  was  correct,  a  low 
level  of  nitrogen  may  be  the  problem. 

QUESTION:  About  two  years  ago,  most  of  my  plants 
developed  a  mysterious  problem,  not  easy  to  diagnose  or 
even  describe.  They  Just  didn’t  grow  right  Young  leaves 
remained  small  with  short  petioles.  New  center  leaves 
stayed  tiny  and  in  some  cases,  the  leaf  margins  did  not 
grow  so  the  leaf  took  on  a  characteristic  spherical 
appearance.  Some  plants  continued  to  bloom  for  a  time 
but  the  flowers  too,  were  distorted  and  ugly.  It  was 
obvious  that  something  bad  had  happened  to  almost  the 
whole  collection.  I  took  leaves  to  see  f  I  could  raise 
healthy  babies  When  the  babies  grew,  they  had  the  same 
problem.  By  last  fall,  I  was  ready  to  give  up  on  them, 
when  without  doing  anything  different,  two  or  three 
plants  started  to  produce  a  few  normal  centers  and 
beaut ful  fowers.  Then  the  rest  of  the  plants  started  to 
recover  and  look  normal.  The  plants  seemed  to  have 
thrown  off  the  plague.  Other  club  members  experienced  the 
same  problem.  What  do  you  think  went  wrong? 

ANSWER:  As  drinking  water  sources  become  more  and 
more  polluted  with  bacteria  (especially  during  warm 
weather) ,  water  treatment  plants  have  no  choice  but  to  add 
more  chemicals  and  chlorine  to  make  the  water  safe  to 
drink.  These  additional  chemicals  and  high  concentrations 
of  chlorine  cause  many  problems  with  African  violets  and 
other  living  creatures  (us!).  Your  symptoms  fit  the  damage 
caused  by  chlorine.  As  fall  and  winter  months  approach, 
the  need  to  add  chlorine  is  diminished  and  the  growth  of 
the  plants  seem  to  recover  and  improve.  How  do  you 
reduce  chlorine  damage?  Chlorine  in  the  water  will 
evaporate  into  the  air  from  the  water  as  a  gas.  Leaving  tap 
water  out  to  set  awhile  (overnight)  will  allow  the  chlorine 
to  escape.  Contact  your  water  treatment  plant  to  see  if  any 
increase  of  chlorine  has  occurred  in  your  area.  If  it  has, 
begin  the  aforementioned  precaution. 


The  name  of  columnist 
replying  is  in  bold  print 
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Every  fall,  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  attending  two  violet  shows 
at  the  Lone  Star  African 
Violet  Council’s  state-wide 
convention  in  Texas.  The  outstanding 
quality  of  the  plants  and  designs  in  the 
judged  show  is  astounding;  but  for  me 
as  an  engineer,  the  non-judged  show 
with  sales  tables  cram-packed  with 
blue-ribbon-quality  blooming  violets 
appeals  to  my  mass-production 
industrial  imagination.  With  row  after 
row  of  violets,  the  sales  tables  are  a 
miniature  garden  with  individual 
cultivars  planted  in  neat  rows  like  a 
Texas  Panhandle  truck  garden.  I  love 
to  see  violets  mass  produced  as  if 
created  on  a  factory  assembly  line,  so  1 
decided  to  start  a  violet  factory  to  help 
my  local  cash-strapped  violet  club  raise 
money. 

1  found  out  very  quickly  that  anyone 
can  open  a  violet  factory  in  their  home. 
Start  by  analyzing  your  market  and 
identifying  the  best  violets  for  that 
market.  Next,  develop  a  plan  and 
schedule  to  produce  violets  suited  to 
your  market.  To  insure  profitability, 
minimize  production  costs  and 
maximize  factory  output  while 
balancing  quality  with  quantity. 
Finally,  develop  a  creative  packaging 
scheme  and  you’ll  be  well  on  your  way 
down  the  road  to  success. 

This  sounds  like  a  serious  business 
endeavor,  but  it’s  surprisingly  simple. 
Most  of  this  business  talk  is  really 
common  sense  and  is  actually  easier 
than  growing  violets  for  show. 

Market  research  is  critical  to  the 
success  of  your  factory.  The  easiest 
way  to  research  your  market  is  to 
analyze  your  club’s  last  plant  sale. 
What  type  of  violets  sold  before  the 
rest?  Did  your  customers  prefer  green 
foliage  or  variegated,  starter  plants  or 


mature  blooming  plants?  How  much 
were  they  willing  to  pay  —  two 
dollars,  five  dollars,  or  more?  Which 
violets  didn’t  sell?  Did  many  customers 
also  purchase  reservoirs,  leaf  supports, 
or  fertilizer?  Knowing  the  answers  to 
these  questions  will  help  you  decide 
whether  to  grow  standard  starter 
plants  or  mature  blooming  miniature 
trailers  for  next  year’s  sale. 

Velma  Lewis  of  Fort  Worth  has 
watched  customers  for  years  at 
Moonlight  African  Violet  Society  plant 
sales.  Velma’s  customers  look  for 
attractive  blooming  houseplants,  not 
show  plants.  Knowing  this,  Velma 
never  discards  beautiful  violets  that 
don’t  conform  to  show  rules,  whether 
the  blossoms  don’t  match  the  variety 
description,  the  plant  label  has  been 
misplaced,  or  the  miniature  has  grown 
too  big.  Since  most  of  her  customers 
don't  care  about  conformance  to  show 
rules,  Velma  knows  that  her  pretty 
show  rejects  will  help  pay  the  bills  for 
her  violet  club. 

Like  the  old  business  cliche,  if  you 
fail  to  plan,  you’re  planning  to  fail. 
Proper  planning  is  necessary  to  insure 
your  product  is  ready  for  your  sale. 
Creating  your  schedule  a  year  in 
advance  should  ensure  that  you  are 
ready  at  sale  time.  Your  schedule 
should  allow  adequate  time  for 
propagation  and  growing.  With  a  little 
forethought,  repotting  can  be 
scheduled  to  avoid  holidays,  vacations, 
work-related  events,  and  other  time- 
hungry  activities  during  the  year.  Also 
plan  to  make  sure  that  you  will  have 
adequate  growing  space  during  the  last 
few  critical  weeks  before  the  sale.  Your 
schedule  should  define  the  timing  for 
all  major  milestones,  such  as  when 
you  will  complete  your  variety 
shopping,  selecting  leaf  cuttings. 
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removing  plantlets  from  the  mother  leaf,  repotting, 
disbuding,  and  final  grooming  for  the  sale.  All  of  these 
should  be  scheduled  for  your  new  African  violet  assembly 
line. 

Mural  Fort,  eight-time  winner  of  the  Moonlight  African 
Violet  Society’s  Sweepstakes  Horticulture  award,  has  her 
semiminiature/miniature  assembly  line  on  a  rigorous 
schedule.  Mural  reliably  produces  plantlets  from  leaf  cuttings 
in  about  six  weeks.  Starter  plants  are  ready  about  three  to 
four  months  after  being  removed  from  the  mother  leaf.  The 
starter  plants  mature  to  show  or  sale  plants  about  three  to 
five  months  later,  depending  on  variety  and  classification 
(semimirii  or  mini).  For  faster  growth,  Mural  keeps  her 
cuttings  on  her  plant  stand  near  the  fluorescent  lights’ 
ballast.  Mural  believes  the  few  degrees  of  extra  warmth 
contributes  significantly  to  her  short  production  schedule. 
She  must  know  her  business;  Mural’s  violet  collection  has 
swollen  to  around  300  plants  covering  four  4-shelved  plant 
stands. 

Now  that  you  have  your  assembly  schedule  completed, 
investigate  minimizing  production  costs  to  enhance  your 
factory’s  profits.  Bargain  hunting  is  probably  the  best  way. 
In  general,  don’t  buy  materials  in  small  quantities;  many 
supplies  are  cheaper  by  the  dozen.  (Do  you  belong  to  Sam’s 
Wholesale  Club?)  Some  clubs  pool  their  money  to  buy 
certain  supplies  in  large  quantities  to  take  advantage  of 
large-scale  discounts.  Avoid  expensive,  premium  supplies, 
such  as  ornate  pots  or  chimera  cultivars.  Don’t  be  afraid  to 
recycle  —•  many  used  pots  are  like  new  after  a  trip  through 
the  dish  washer.  If  you  need  larger  pots,  swap  surplus  small 
pots  to  other  violet  growers  for  large  ones.  Solo  makes  3- 
ounce  plastic  cups  that  are  ideal  pots  for  starter  plants,  yet 
cost  only  about  a  penny  a  piece. 

As  an  inexpensive  way  to  expand  your  variety  list,  trade 
leaves  with  other  members.  Mural  Fort  rarely  attends  a 
Moonlight  African  Violet  Society  meeting  without  bringing 


violet  and  gesneriad  leaves  and  cuttings  to  swap  with  other 
members.  Mural  prefers  leaves  to  starter  plants  because  leaf 
cuttings  decrease  the  chances  of  spreading  many  insects 
(such  as  thrips),  and  plantlets  grown  from  cuttings  don’t 
exhibit  the  signs  of  culture  shock  often  shown  by  starter 
plants  adjusting  to  her  conditions.  She  also  believes  this  is 
the  least  expensive  way  to  expand  your  collection  and  to  try 
out  a  larger  number  of  the  latest  varieties. 

Plant  selection  is  good  insurance  for  a  bumper  crop  of 
quality  sale  plants.  Even  though  these  plants  won’t  be  in  the 
show,  look  for  heavy  bloomers  that  perform  well  in  local 
shows.  The  varieties  should  be  rugged,  vigorous  plants. 
Early  bloomers  are  particularly  good  because  they  bloom  in 
a  shorter  amount  of  time  from  a  leaf  cutting.  Miniatures  and 
semiminiatures  mature  early  and  bloom  sooner.  Compact 
standards,  such  as  those  hybridized  by  Hortense  Pittman  of 
San  Antonio,  mature  and  bloom  faster  than  larger  standards, 
but  don’t  require  so  much  growing  room.  Prolific 
propagators  are  the  most  cost  effective  ■—  by  selecting 
varieties  that  pt  up  many  plantlets  per  leaf  cutting,  you  get 
more  plants  with  less  bother. 

Unfortunately,  I  have  never  found  a  satisfactory  way  to 
market  the  large  standard  violets.  These  plants  take  up  so 
much  space  on  my  plant  stand,  but  rarely  sell  for  as  much 
as  the  group  of  smaller  plants  that  I  can  grow  in  the  same 
space.  At  $5.00  per  semiminiature,  I  can  grow  $45  v/orth  of 
small  violets  in  the  same  space  required  for  a  $25  standard 
plant.  The  larger  plants  also  require  more  overhead  expense 
—  the  customers’  usually  want  a  leaf  support  and  a  large 
box  for  the  ride  home  but  seldom  want  to  pay  more  for  these 
accessories.  The  smaller  plants  also  have  another  sales 
advantage:  most  people  have  room  for  two  or  three  petite 
plants,  while  very  few  have  room  for  even  a  single 
Saintpaulia  Godzilla. 

To  Be  Continued  in  the 
Jan/Feb  1996  AVM 


Raising  plants  in  the  home 
has  become  a  way  of  life.  We 
have  come  a  long  way  from 
the  tired  ivies  in  the  window 
sill  or  the  dusty  palm  in  a  dark 
corner.  African  violets  grow 
very  well  in  a  home  and  grow 
easily  and  successfully  under 
fluorescent  light. 

The  type  of  “growth  light”  is 
a  matter  of  preference.  Some  growers  advocate  the 
use  of  wide  spectrum  only.  Others  use  cool  white  or 
a  combination  of  one  gro  light  and  one  plain, 
ordinary  fluorescent  tube.  Which  type  do  you 
choose?  Choose  the  tube  according  to  your 
preference  and  your  pocketbook.  The  most  important 
thing  is  to  have  enough  light.  Most 


growing  areas  consist  of 
two  tubes  for  an 
area  24”  x  48”.  African 
violets  enjoy  a  long  day,  so 
plan  to  provide  light  at  least 
12  or  more  hours  per  day. 
Light  intensity  is  based  on 
the  distance  you  place  your 
African  violets  from  the 
tube.  The  light  intensity  is 
greater  in  the  center  of  the  tubes  and  tapers  off 
rapidly  towards  the  ends. 

Experiment  with  the  placement  of  your  plants. 
They  will  tell  you  within  a  few  days  if  they  are 
satisfied  with  the  light  they  are  receiving. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from 
The  Texas  LSAVC  newsletter 
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The  "Plants  You 
Don't  Want"  List 


by  Brenda  Naroznick 
Alberta,  Canada 


Well,  the  1996  catalogues  are  out  and  African  violet  lovers 
everywhere  are  making  up  their  wish  lists.  The  newest 
releases  are  available  but  we  must  pick  and  choose  carefully. 
Here  is  a  list  of  varieties  to  avoid: 


Old  Crusty  -  (M.  1.  Everlazy)  Breath-taking  tourquoise  blue 
semidoubles  edged  in  lime  green  never  open  over  pot¬ 
embracing  light-colored  foliage  outlined  in  brown.  Assumed 
to  be  forgotten  plant! 


Charlotte’s  Web  -  (Father  Mealy)  Light,  different  colored 
foliage  is  speckled  in  white  and  covered  with  cottony 
masses.  It  will  make  your  whole  collection  come  alive! 


Pearl  Drops  -  (Will  I.  Shed)  Single  ivory  bells  dotted  in  red, 
fleetingly  shower  variegated  trailing  foliage.  Semiminiature 
trailer. 


Half-Pint  -  (Short  E.  Brick)  Beautiful  ruby-red  stars  edged 
in  black  cover  half  of  the  ruffled  dark  green  foliage.  A  real 
wall  flower!  Semiminiature 


Stubborn  Stinker  (No  one  will  own  up  to  this  one!)  This 
will  be  a  thorn  in  anyone’s  collection!  Tight  green  doubles 
rarely  bloom  over  very  pale  and  unruly  foliage. 


Little  Mushroom  -  (A.  Spore)  Green  and  tan  foliage  is 
coated  with  semidouble  pale  pink  pansies  streaked  and 
mottled  in  gray.  Soft  and  velvety!  Miniature 

Lollipop  -  (Oliver  D.  Place)  Multicolored  semidouble  stars  in 
clear  red  and  yellow  grow  randomly  on  very  prolific  dark 
green,  serrated  foliage.  Not  a  trailer.  There’s  one  born  every 
minute! 

Mighty  Mouse  -  (0.  Mites)  Rare  multi-colored  blooms 
stand  tall  above  dull,  dark  green,  hairy,  hard  foliage 
variegated  in  rusty  brown.  A  spreading  addition  to  anyone’s 
collection! 


Thriple  Treat  -  (D.  Bloom)  Medium  green  symmetrical 
foliage  is  scarred  and  streaked  in  white  and  dusted  with 
specks  of  light  yellow.  Beautiful  petite  deep  blue  doubles, 
also  dusted  in  yellow  crown  this  lively  plant. 

I  hope  this  list  will  aid  you  in  choosing  the  best  varieties. 
Happy  violet  hunting! 


Plants  listed  here  are  the  products  of  the  author’s 

imagination.  Any  similarity  to  actual  registered  varieties 
is  purely  accidental  and  unintentional. 


i\iil 


ariations  of  temperature  and 
humidity  at  this  time  of  year 
^  may  require  you  to  make 
adjustments  in  your  watering 
schedule.  In  many  homes  the 
humidity  becomes  quite  low  during 
the  heating  season.  This  can  cause 
plants  to  dry  out  rapidly,  especially 
miniatures  or  your  plants  which  may 
be  in  very  small  pots.  A  plant’s 
blooming  cycle  or  its  growth  can  be 
interrupted  by  drying  out,  especially 
if  it  happens  repeatedly.  The  grower 
needs  to  be  careftil  so  he  can  shift  to 
a  more  frequent  watering  schedule 
when  necessary. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  growing 


locations  may  be  a  good  deal  cooler 
in  the  fall  and  winter  than  during  the 
rest  of  the  year.  This  causes  the 
plant’s  metabolic  activity  to  slow 
down  and  reduces  their  need  for 
water.  You  may  notice  that  the  soil  is 
still  damp  when  you  come  to  water 
again.  This  is  a  serious  symptom  and 
should  not  be  ignored.  If  you  are 
unable  to  move  the  plants  to  warmer 
locations,  water  them  very  scantily 
and  observe  them  often.  Roots  can 
die  in  waterlogged  soil. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from 
“Blossoms”,  publication  of  the 
Seattle  AV  Society 
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THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET 


MARKETPLACE 

David  Buttram 
RO.  Box  193 
Independence,  MO  64501 


This  article  is  the  first  in  a  series  in  which  new  products 
for  the  African  violet  grower  will  be  described.  All 
information  used  is  provided  by  the  manufacturer  or 
exclusive  distributor. 

Plan  Tea'^^ 

A  new  fertilizer  for  the  grower  of  houseplants  will  be 
introduced  in  December  by  Plantamins,  Inc. 

This  new  fertilizer  is  called  PlanTea  and  is  the  idea  of 
Marion  Stirrup  of  Kodiak,  Alaska,  who  was  inspired  one  day 
while  sipping  tea  at  her  kitchen  table.  On  her  counter  sat  an 
electric  blender  that  she  had  been  using  to  concoct  her  own 
plant  food.  She  would  collect  seaweed  from  the  beach,  horse 
manure,  leaves,  grass  clippings  and  other  ingredients  and 
puree  the  the  mixture  into  what  she  called  a  “horrible¬ 
looking  brown  green  chunky  soup”  which  was  strained, 
diluted  and  fed  to  her  potted  plants. 

“I  was  thinking  that  1  would  go  through  a  lot  of  blenders 
if  I  kept  this  up,  and  then  I  looked  at  the  tea  I  was  drinking 
and  it  hit  me;  I  could  dry  all  this  stuff  and  put  it  in  a  tea 
bag.”  Stirrup  says,  "It  was  a  classic  lightning  bolt.” 

The  mixture  is  derived  from  kelp  (Ascophyllum 
nodosum),  rock  phosphate,  fish  bone  meal,  greensand, 
yarrow  powder,  beet  root  powder  and  carrot  powder. 
Guaranteed  analysis  is  2.25-2.88-1.87  The  secondary  and 
micronutrients  guaranteed  minimums  are  Calcium  3.85%, 
Sulfur  1.23%,  Iron  0.1 166%  and  Sodium  1.1841%. 

PlanTea  is  brewed  like  conventional  tea.  Simply  place  a 
PlanTea  bag  into  a  non-aluminum  container  and  gently  pour 
in  2  cups  of  boiling  water.  Cover  and  steep  for  10  minutes, 
stirring  occasionally.  Remove  the  bag  and  discard 
appropriately.  Each  PlanTea  bag  yields  2  cups  of  PlanTea 
concentrate.  Apply  PlanTea  concentrate  to  your  African 
violets  at  the  rate  of  1/4  cup  per  4  inch  pot  every  3  weeks. 
Adjust  amounts  for  smaller  or  larger  pots  and  containers. 

Some  insoluble  nutrients  will  remain  and  can  sprinkled 
on  the  soil,  eventually  becoming  available  to  the  plant. 

PlanTea  is  billed  as  the  “All  Nature  Plant  Food  -  In  A  Tea 
Bag.”  It  is  a  novel  approach  to  feeding  plants  and  may  fill  a 
need  for  those  growers  with  small  collections. 

For  availability  and  price  contact  Plantamins,  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  1980,  Kodiak,  Alaska  99615-1980 


Eurospray  Air  Powered  Spray  Container 

Are  you  tired  of  the  finger-squeeze  sprayers  that  are 
tiring  and  diificult  to  handle?  If  yes,  then  this  sprayer  may 
be  for  you.  It  is  a  durable,  refillable,  re-usable  and  easy-to- 
use  bottom  pump  sprayer  that  is  ideal  for  home  use. 

The  Eurosprayer™  Air  Powered  Spray  Container 
incorporates  a  unique  non-removable  pump  mechanism  on 
the  bottom  of  the  unit.  By  pumping  compressed  air  into  the 
unit,  container  contents  are  put  under  approximately  50  PSI 
of  pressure  for  a  steady  and  direct  spraying  pattern. 

The  sprayer  features  an  easy  to  remove  lid  with  a 
convenient  2.5  inch  long  opening,  a  built-in  safety  valve  to 
prevent  over-pressurization,  and  a  ridged  lip  for  a  non-slip 
grip  when  handling.  Capacity  is  1 1  ounces  for  the  large  unit, 
but  6  ounce  and  3  ounce  units  are  also  available. 

Richard  J.  Stark,  spokesperson  for  LDSystems,  Inc., 
noted  that  the  sprayer  is  made  of  semi-transparent  plastic 
and  is  not  suited  for  uses  such  as  paints  or  volatile  liquids.  It 
is  great  for  any  type  of  water-based,  non-solvent  application. 

The  container  is  injection  molded  and  is  manufactured 
of  polypropolene  for  optimum  durability  and  flexibility.  This 
sprayer  appears  best  suited  for  misting  or  foliage  feeding. 

For  more  information  contact:  LDSystems,  Inc.,  801 
Moreland  St.,  Suite  305,  Charlotte,  N.C.  28202. 

Plano  DuraShelf 

From  Plano  Molding  Company  comes  a  holiday  gift 
suggestion:  a  line  of  versatile  tool  boxes  with  sturdy  handles 
and  nifty  lift-out  trays.  Their  lightweight  boxes  are  made  of 
durable  plastic,  so  they  are  easily  cleaned  up  and  won’t  rust. 

For  storing  larger  items  in  an  orderly  fashion,  the  Plano 
DuraShelf  is  available  and  can  be  erected  on  an  outside  wall 
or  stood  along  an  inside  garage  wall.  It  assembles  quickly 
and  would  be  a  welcome  gift  for  that  special  gardening  friend 
or  family  member. 

Plano  products  are  found  in  most  reputable  hardware 
and  department  stores  or  contact  Plano  Molding  Company, 
431  E.  South  Street,  Plano,  Illinois  60545-1061. 


The  above  reviews  are  for  the  information  of  the  readers  of  the  African 
Violet  Magazine  and  are  based  on  information  provided  by  the 
manufacturer  or  exclusive  distributor.  These  reviews  do  not  state  or 
imply  approval  or  disapproval  by  the  author  or  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  America,  Inc. 
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A  Perfect 

Collection 


by  Don  Geiss 
Frederic,  MI 

Our  collection  of  African  violets  began 
with  a  plant  obtained  here  and  leaves 
purchased  there  until  our  shelves  were 
filled  with  a  wide  assortment  of  colors. 

Along  the  line  we  found  that  certain 
colors  became  our  favorites.  Shapes  of 
leaves,  variegation  and  size  of  plants  also 
played  a  role  in  shaping  our  leanings 
toward  certain  selections. 

Soon  we  had  almost  1 ,000  plants  and 
veiy  little  spare  shelf  space  which  resulted 
in  an  urgent  need  to  weed  out  those  that 
did  not  appeal  to  us.  As  the  collection 
grew,  a  business  of  selling  these  delightful 
offerings  developed.  The  combination  of 
limited  space  and  our  preferences  for 
certain  plants  foolishly  led  us  to  believe 
that  an  ideal  collection  could  be  obtained 
that  would  satisfy  every  taste.  We  soon 
learned  that  our  taste  was  at  great  odds 
with  many  friends,  neighbors  and 
customers. 


The  process  of  weeding  out  plants  began 
by  observing  that  white  flowers  sat  on  the 
shelves  unloved  by  all.  The  minute  the  last 
of  them  was  disposed  of,  the  local 
recognized  matriarch  of  violet  collectors 
declared  that  she  was  looking  for  a  good 
white.  Soon  it  seemed  as  though  everyone 
followed  her  lead  and  also  asked  for  white. 

Corals  and  salmons  never  seemed 
very  popular,  but  the  moment  our  supply 
of  those  colors  was  at  a  low  level,  a  bride- 
to-be  wanted  20  of  them  for  decorating  the 
altar. 

Solid  blues  and  purples  were  never 
very  popular,  but  again,  the  minute  our 
supply  was  low,  demand  increased.  So  -  in 
order  to  reestablish  the  unwanted  colors, 
more  shelving  was  installed  and  once 
again  the  whites,  salmons,  corals,  blues 
and  purples  were  offered. 

The  next  battle  for  a  perfect  collection 
sneaked  up  on  us  because  color  was  not 
the  only  thing  on  which  people  based 
selection.  Variegated  leaves,  size  of  plant 
and  leaf  shape  were  also  determining 
factors  in  plant  selection. 


Perhaps  the  most  significant  factor 
was  the  variegated  leaf.  Where  we 
determined  that  the  whiter  the  leaf,  the 
more  popular  it  was,  others  we  found 
wanted  less  white.  Some  tastes  favored 
lighter  edges  or  red  underneath.  Carefully 
then,  we  attempted  to  round  out  the 
collection  with  most  types  of  variegation. 
Now,  the  number  of  plants  was 
considerably  over  1 ,000  and  there  was  no 
more  room  for  expansion. 

Unfortunately,  the  demand  for  types 
of  plants  that  we  did  not  have  continued  to 
increase.  Some  folks  wanted  miniatures 
and  some  wanted  large  plants.  It  finally 
boiled  down  to  the  fact  that  space  was  the 
determining  factor  and  no  amount  of 
begging  to  our  spouse  shook  free  any 
additional  space  for  shelves. 

It  became  necessary  to  explain  away 
our  shortcomings  by  using  the  excuse  that 
lack  of  space  prevented  us  from  having  all 
types  of  African  violets.  We  had  to  fall 
back  on  our  own  judgment  on  what 
constituted  a  perfect  collection. 

Attempting  to  satisfy  every  aesthetic 
taste  is  about  as  easy  as  stopping  the  world 
from  going  to  war. 

Now,  if  someone  asks  what 
constitutes  a  perfection  collection,  we 
answer  “whatever  tickles  your  fancy”. 


Worth  Repeating. 


By  Lars  Wilberg,  Detroit,  MI 


A  common  reaction  to  the  African  violet 
is  “it’s  hard  to  grow.”  I’ve  heard  that  many 
times  and  I’m  sure  other  readers  have,  too. 
Actually,  AVs  are  wonderfully  hardy  as  long 
as  their  requirements  are  met!  Here  are  some 
growing  tips: 

1.  Styrofoam  egg  cartons  make 
wonderful  propagation  containers.  Punch  a 
small  hole  in  each  compartment  bottom,  put  in 
planting  medium  and  place  one  leaf  per 
compartment. 

2.  Basters  are  useful  to  water  AVs.  They 
measure  water  accurately  and  reach  easily 
under  delicate  leaves. 

3.  Weight  of  pots  is  a  useful  indicator  to 
determine  when  your  plants  need  water.  Dry 
soil  is  much  lighter  than  moist  soil. 

4.  Never  let  AVs  sit  in  a  saucer  of  water.  I 
call  this  “soggy  saucer  syndrome”  as  it  can 
lead  to  a  variety  of  ills,  such  as  root  rot. 
Remember  that  more  plants  are  lost  to 
overwatenng  than  any  other  cause. 

5.  Never  use  moisture  meters  to  probe  in 
AV  pots.  They  are  useful  for  certain  types  of 
house  plants  but  not  the  AV  with  its  delicate 
fibrous  root  system. 

6.  Plants  that  are  growing  in  different 
soil  mixtures  dry  out  at  different  rates.  This  is 


important  to  note  if  you  buy  your  plants  from 
different  sources. 

7.  Keep  AVs  away  from  hot  radiators  and 
cold  drafts. 

8.  Discarded  margarine  tubs  can  be  used 
to  pot  AVs.  They  are  just  the  right  size  and 
depth.  Punch  a  small  drainage  hole  in  them 
before  planting. 

9.  Styrofoam  picnic  coolers  are  useful  for 
transporting  plants  during  cold  weather. 

10.  Never  leave  plants  in  a  hot  or  cold 
car  for  veiy  long.  The  AV  cannot  stand  such 
temperature  extremes  without  being  harmed. 

11.  A  magnifying  glass  is  useful  to 
inspect  your  plants  for  the  presence  of  pests. 
Buy  a  large  one.  You  can  also  admire  the 
beautiful  AV  blossoms  this  way  and  study 
their  structure  to  gain  further  appreciation  of 
this  plant. 

12.  Never  compress  AV  roots  when 
transplanting  them. 

13.  Observe  electrical  safety  rules.  Check 
electrical  cords  and  plugs  regularly  for  signs  of 
deterioration.  Moisture  and  electric  cunent  are 
deadly  -  never  mix  the  two! 

14.  Keep  the  humidity  around  your 
plants  at  the  proper  level  using  some  type  of 
humidification  device  during  the  cold  weather 


unless  you  keep  your  plants  over  moist 
pebbles,  vermiculite,  or  perlite. 

15.  Try  an  AV  display  in  a  bonsai  pot. 
Make  sure  the  pot  is  deep  enough  to  hold  the 
root  system  properly. 

16.  Trailing  AV  cultivars  look  good 
grouped  together,  lly  a  display  in  a  planter  or 
strawberry  jar. 

1 7.  If  you  would  like  to  use  a  particular 
pot  to  display  your  AV  with  no  drainage  hole, 
use  a  slipper  pot  system.  To  cover  any  pot 
edge  that  you  don’t  want  to  show,  use 
sphagnum  moss  to  topdress  your  violet.  Do 
not  add  the  sphagnum  moss  to  your  soil 
mixture  as  you  do  not  want  to  alter  its 
composition.  Water  carefully  in  this  growing 
situation. 

18.  Miniature  AVs  grow  beautifully  in 
terrariums. 

19.  Avs  make  wonderful  centerpieces  for 
any  occasion. 

20.  Cats  do  not  usually  chew  on  African 
violets  but  they  may  uproot  them  and  turn 
over  pots.  If  you  have  one  or  more  of  these 
mischievous  creatures,  some  type  of  repellent 
may  be  your  only  recourse  to  save  your  plants 
(and  nerves)  as  well  as  your  pet. 

2 1 .  Enjoy  the  AV  every  day.  Use  your 

imagination  to  find  new  uses  for  our  favorite 
plant.  Keep  an  open  mind  about  growing 
techniques  and  act  as  an  ambassador  to 
promote  our  hobby.  The  Afncan  violet  is  not  a 
difficult  plant.  Find  out  what  is  needed  and 
provide  the  essentials . 

June  1983,  AVM 
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An 

Alternative 


by  Janet  Bandy 
RO.  Box  39063 

North  Ridgeville,  OH  44039-0063 


An  excellent  alternative  to  chemical  pest  control  is  the 
use  of  beneficial  insects.  This  method  has  the 
^  advantage  of  being  Mother  Nature’s  own  choice  - 
and  we  can  help  this  process  by  augmenting  the  few 
predators  or  parasites  that  may  already  be  at  work,  or  we 
can  introduce  the  proper  control  at  the  opportune  time. 

The  definition  of  Biological  pest  control  is  -  “the  use  of 
natural  enemies  to  control  pest  populations”  (from  Rodale’s 
Encyclopedia  of  Organic  Gardening) . 

To  understand  this  technique,  we  need  to  know  what 
pests  we  have  attacking  our  plants,  how  many  there  are 
and  which  “natural  enemies"  will  control  them.  The 
beneficial  insects  are  carnivorous  (meat 
eaters),  while  the  pest  insects  that  are 
eating  your  plants  are  vegetarians.  The 
beneficial  insects  come  in  usually  two  types 
-  the  predator  (like  a  lion  -  eats  from  the 
outside  in)  and  the  parasite  (like  a 
tapeworm  -  eats  from  the  inside  out)  and 
the  pest  cannot  become  resistant  to  their 
natural  enemy.  Most  beneficial  insects 
attack  only  specific  pests  and  only  at 
certain  stages  of  development  -  this  is  the 
tricky  part.  To  introduce  too  few  beneficial 
insects  too  late  creates  an  overwhelming 
task  for  these  tiny  creatures  -  some  no 
bigger  than  the  head  of  a  pin,  and  99%  of 
the  beneficial  insects  cannot  be  seen 
without  the  aid  of  a  magnifying  lens. 

Inundative  releases  of  the  proper  beneficial  insect  for  the 
specific  pest  at  the  proper  stage  is  generally  the  most 
effective  method. 

The  beneficial  insects  that  have  been  proven  to  work  best 
on  specific  pests  are  as  follows: 

For  White  Fly  there  is  Encarsia  formosa  -  a  tiny  parasitic 
wasp. 

For  Aphids  there  are  the  choices  of  Aphidoletes 
aphidimyza-a  gall  midge  or  Ahpidius  colemani  -  a  tiny 
parasitic  wasp. 

For  Spider  Mite  there  is  Phvtoseiulus  persimilis  -  a 
predatory  mite. 

For  Thrips,  the  choices  are  Amblyseius  cucumeris  -  a 
predatory  mite  or  Amblyseius  degenerans  -  a  VERY 
aggressive  predatory  mite  or  Orius  insidiosus  -  a 
predatory  true  bug. 

For  Mealy  Bugs  there  is  Cryptolaemus  montrouzeri  -  a 
predatory  lady  beetle. 

For  Fungus  Gnats  and  Soil  Mealy  Bug  there  is 
Steinernema  feltiae  -  a  parasitic  nematode  that  has  been 
VERY  successful. 


All  of  these  little  assistants  can  be  ordered  and  will  arrive 
to  you  alive,  thirsty  and  very  hungry.  They  must  be  applied 
immediately  upon  receipt  as  they  have  no  “shelf  life”. 

The  difficult  part  of  this  scenario  is  that  the  beneficial 
insects  cannot  tolerate  the  residuals  that  may  still  be  around 
from  a  chemical  regime  used  in  the  past.  Some  of  the 
chemical  pesticides  that  are  used  can  persist  for  up  to  16 
weeks  (Orthene  is  in  this  class  and  Knox-Out  persists  up  to 
10  weeks)  and  they  do  have  very  adverse  effects  upon 
these  tiny  critters.  Because  of  the  persistence  and 
insidiousness  of  many  chemicals,  the  beneficial  insects  that 
might  want  to  establish  in  the  infestation  to  help  us  control 
the  pest  population  cannot  function  as 
they  naturally  should. 

The  pesticides  that  have  no  persistence 
are  in  the  categories  of  the  insecticidal 
soaps,  alcohol  or  the  Neem  products,  such 
as  Azatin  and  Margosan-0.  There  is  also 
the  “rock  and  hammer”  technique. 

The  use  of  yellow  sticky  cards  can  give 
you  a  very  good  idea  of  what  resides  in 
and  around  your  plants  and  can  also  be 
considered  a  non-impactive  trap  for 
unwanted  residents.  The  insects  caught  on 
the  traps  are  relatively  easy  to  identify 
because  they  are  immobile  at  that  point 
and  they  are  also  removed  from 
circulation. 

If  the  sticky  traps,  which  are  monitored 
regularly,  show  even  a  small  presence  of  pest  species,  then 
this  is  when  a  decision  must  be  made,  even  if  that  decision 
is  to  wait.  But  this  would  be  the  opportune  time  to  introduce 
the  natural  enemies  of  these  pests  into  the  area  to  begin 
their  instinctive  task  of  suppressing  and  curtailing  the  pest 
population  growth.  Beneficial  insects  are  carnivorous, 
consuming  only  other  insect  flesh.  They  will  not  survive  on 
plant  tissue,  other  than  some  pollen  or  nectar  if  nothing  else 
is  available.  Some  will  be  predacious  -  attacking  and  eating 
as  many  insects  as  they  can  find,  while  others  are  parasitic 
-  hatching  and  living  inside  the  pest  body  as  larva  and  then 
emerging  as  adults,  which  kills  the  host  in  the  process. 
These  beneficial  insects  will  need  the  bodies  of  the  specific 
pests  to  complete  their  life-cycle,  therefore  they  will  do  the 
job  that  is  expected  of  them.  If  there  is  no  host  or  prey  for 
their  consumption,  then  they  will  leave  or  die  -  in  other 
words,  without  the  presence  of  the  pest  there  can  be  no 
beneficial  insect  infestation. 

This  is  not  a  “spray  and  pray”  approach  nor  is  it  a  “quick- 
fix”  technique.  These  life-cycles  take  time  and  patient 
understanding  to  be  successful.  Often,  waiting  for 
something  dramatic  to  happen  may  be  the  most  difficult 
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challenge.  Properly  timed  releases  of  appropriate 
numbers  of  beneficials  WILL  control  pest  populations. 
Many  growers  are  introducing  preventive  releases  of 
beneficials  before  the  pests  show  up  on  the  traps, 
because  their  past  experiences  have  been  that  many 
pests  are  a  “given”  on  specific  floriculture  crops. 

This  is  my  understanding  of  past  procedures.  If  we 
have  a  population  of  100  pests  on  our  plant,  and  we 
spray  them  with  a  chemical,  probably  we  will  kill  99  of 
those  critters.  The  one  that  remains  may  only  get  sick, 
but  it  probably  will  recover.  When  it  does,  it  will  have 
changed  its  genetic  makeup  to  resist  that  chemical  - 
somewhat  like  a  vaccination.  This  insect  of  the  pest 
order  Hemiptera,  suborder  Homoptera,  does  not  need  to 


mate  in  order  to  reproduce  (a  process  called 
parthenogenesis),  and  its’  offspring,  who  are  clones, 
will  now  contain  in  their  genetic  material  the  resistance 
of  the  parent.  And  these  offspring  do  not  need  to  mate 
in  order  to  reproduce... and  the  cycle  continues.  When 
we  spray,  we  are  only  killing  the  bugs  that  have  not 
achieved  this  inherited  resistance  along  with 
any  beneficial  insect  that  might  be  present  and  we  are 
creating  entire  populations  that  HAVE 
RESISTANCE... WE  ARE  IN  ESSENCE,  SELECTING  FOR 
THIS  RESISTANCE!  ...and... 

we  are  creating  SUPER  BUGS! 


As  we  continue  to  search  for  a  solution  to  the  pests  that  plague  our  favorite  houseplant,  the 
African  violet,  we  are  eager  to  learn  about  remedies  others  have  discovered.  I  have  invited  Janet 
Bandy  to  write  a  short  series  on  the  various  beneficial  insects  that  are  natural  enemies  of  the 
insect  and  mite  pests  of  African  violets.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  these  helpful  insects, 
please  contact  Janet  at  her  above-mentioned  address. 

Editor 
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Another  good  reason  for  PVC 
light  stands! 


by  Leslie  Cox 
Newbury  Park,  CA 


It  was  a  day  I  will  never  forget.  I  was  wakened 
abruptly  at  four  a.m.,  and  had  a  strange  feeling 
that  something  was  about  to  happen.  I  soon 
found  out  what!  On  January  17,  1994,  at  4:31 
a.m.,  California  was  hit  by  an  earthquake,  measuring 
6.8  in  magnitude.  There  was  nothing  we  could  do 
but  hold  on  and  pray. 

My  first  thought,  when  the  shaking  stopped, 
was  that  the  house  was  still  standing.  Then  “MY 
VIOLETS!”  I  jumped  out  of  bed,  grabbed  a 
flashlight,  and  ran  to  my  violet  room,  convinced 
that  I  would  find  my  violets  on  the  floor 
under  toppled  stands. 

Imagine  my  surprise  when  in  the  beam  of  the 
flashlight  I  discovered  that  NOT  ONE  VIOLET  had 
fallen  over  or  off  the  stands,  which  were  still 
upright  and  in  place! 

How  could  it  have  been  possible?  The  quake 
had  been  strong  enough  to  knock  our  smoke 
detector  off  the  wall  and  halfway  across  the  living 
room,  and  yet,  the  violets  had  not  budged  an  inch! 


RO/ 


When  I  began  collecting  African  violets,  I  didn’t 
have  enough  space  with  good  lighting.  One  of  the 
members  of  the  African  violet  club  I  had  just 
joined,  Floyd  Lawson,  agreed  to  show  me  how  to 
build  my  own  light  stands  out  of  PVC  pipe.  The  cost 
was  about  one-fourth  the  cost  of  an  aluminum  stand 
kit. 

I  use  a  step  stool  to  reach  the  top  shelves  when 
I  water  my  plants.  Once,  as  I  was  climbing  up, 
my  foot  slipped,  and  I  grabbed  the  frame  of  my 
stand  to  keep  my  balance.  PVC  is  quite  flexible. 
Several  other  times,  I  had  bumped  the  stands, 
causing  them  to  sway  back  and  forth. 

I  realized,  that  on  the  night  of  our  earthquake,  the 
stands  had  starting  swaying,  in  much  the  same 
way  as  a  quake-designed  highrise  building. 

I  consider  this  another  excellent  reason  to  use 
PVC  light  stands.  From  my  part  of  the  country  where 
the  terra  is  not  always  so  Firma.  my  violets  and  1  wish 
all  of  you  happy  growing! 
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OPTI M  AR  A 


African  Violets  and  Plantcare  Products 


To  purchase  or  receive  information  on  the  entire  Optimara  line  of  African  Violets 
and  Plantcare  Products,  contact  one  of  these  AVSA-supporting  Distributors: 


Big  Sky  Violets 

10678  Schoolhouse  Lane 
Moiese,  MT  59824 
406/644-2296 


Pleasant  Hill  African  Violets 

Route  1 ,  Box  73 
Brenham,  TX  77833 
409/836-9736 


Tinari  Greenhouses 

2325  Valley  Road 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006 
215/947-0144 


Cape  Cod  Violetry 

28  Minot  Street 
Falmouth,  MA  02540 
508/548-2798 


Selective  Gardener  Catalog 

P.O.  Box  78398 
Nashville,  TN  37207-8398 


Violets  By  Appointment 

45  Third  Street 

W.  Sayville,  NY  11796 
516/589-2724 


Innis  Violets 

8  Maddison  Lane 
Lynnfield,  MA  01940 
617/334-6679 


Teas  Nursery 
P.O.  Box  1603 
Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 
713/664-4400 


Optimara  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Hermann  Holtkamp,  K.G,,  Germany.  Holtkamp  Greenhouses  USA,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37207 
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by  Joe  Schulz 
Columbia,  MO 
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hen  I  was  a  mere  lad  it  was 
difficult  for  me  to  understand  why 
the  “Old  Folks”,  especially  my 
grandmothers,  insisted  on  talking 
about  and  reliving  events  that  had  happened 
long  ago.  Why,  1  wondered,  did  they  waste 
time  reminiscing  about  the  past  when  there 
was  so  much  to  do  today  and  to  look  forward 
to  tomorrow?  Perhaps  it  is  natural,  and  a 
normal  situation,  that  when  you  join  the  ranks 
of  “Senior  Citizens"  you  find  it  very  easy  to 
live  in  the  past,  or  at  least  recall  important 
happenings  from  the  past. 

When  I  walked  into  the  showroom  at  the  1 995  St. 
Louis  Convention,  a  flood,  (not  caused  by  the  rain 
we  had),  of  happy  memories  swept  me  back  to  the 
first  St.  Louis  Convention.  Here,  what  I  fondly  call 
my  mind,  fails  me,  as  1  can’t  remember  the  exact 
year,  although  it  had  to  have  been  in  the  mid  50’s 
and  was  held  at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel,  I  think. 

That  first  St.  Louis  convention  was  memorable  for 
several  reasons.  It  was  my  second  convention,  and  I 
was  awed,  and  still  am  today,  by  the  world  of 
African  violets.  My  dear  friend  and  cohort  of  many 
years,  Mrs.  Charles  (Betty)  Stoehr,  of  Indiana,  won 
“Best  In  Show”  with  her  Emperor  Wilhelm.  Also,  it 
was  at  this  convention  that  Lyndon  and  Ruth  Lyons 
displayed  the  first  double  pinks  that  literally  set  the 
attendees  agog.  Those  double  pinks  were  a 
memorable  sight,  believe  me!  At  that  first  St.  Louis 
convention,  there  was  nothing  like  the  diversity  of 
types  and  colors  of  African  violets  that  we  have 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Stoehr.  Mrs.  Stoehr  holds  the  Silver  Cup- 
Stoehr  the  prize  winning  plant,  Emperor  Wilhelm  - 1954 


-Mr. 


“April  in  St  Louis”  was  the  theme  of  the  Amateur  Show  at  the 
1954  AVSA  Convention 


today  and  just  take  for  granted.  Of  course,  it  was 
before  “Tommie  Lou”  and  “B.B.”  (Before  Blansit), 
when  the  authorities  insisted  that  there  would  never 
be  a  yellow  African  violet  because  there  was  no 
yellow  pigment  in  their  makeup.  Fortunately,  Nolan 
proved  them  wrong! 

At  the  ‘95  convention,  as  I  walked  the  aisles  in 
the  showroom,  marvelling  at  the  gorgeous  African 
violets  of  almost  eveiy  color  and  type,  I  could  not 
help  but  think  to  myself,  “You  have  come  a  long 
way,  baby... where  are  you  going  from  here?” 

Allow  me  to  disgress  a  bit,  and  interject  a  couple, 
or  three,  of  my  dreams...!  dare  to  envision  that  in 
the  near  future  one  of  our  enterprising  hybridizers 
will  come  up  with  a  bright  canary  yellow  full  double 
African  violet  on  dark  strawberry  foliage.  Or,  how 
about  an  orange  banded  in  red?  What  could  be  more 
breath-taking  than  a  yellow  fantasy  on  dark 
foliage?  My  faith  in  what  can  be  done  is  such  that  I 
can  only  hope  I  live  to  see  these  dreams  come  true. 

It  is  certainly  fitting  that  the  Lyons  legacy  is 
carrying  on  from  the  time  of  the  first  St.  Louis 
convention  and  before.  The  many  new  and 
exciting  varieties  the  Lyons  people  offered  at 
their  sales  table  is  testimony  to  what  might  be 
expected  from  them  in  the  future.  The  same  is 
true  for  the  Ness’,  Storks,  Rob,  and  all  the 
other  hybridizers.  What  does  the  future  hold? 
Who  knows? 

I  wonder  who  will  walk  down  memory  lane 
50  years  from  now  and  recall  the  1995  St. 
Louis  Convention?  I  wish  it  could  be  me... 
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by  Michael  Kaprelian 
Fort  Worth,  Teaxs 


In  1927,  the  California  orchid  growers,  Armacost 
and  Royston,  ordered  Saintpaulia  seed  from  Ernst  Denary 
of  Germany  and  Sutton’s  of  England.  Approximately  one 
thousand  plants  were  grown. 

Over  the  following  nine  years  a  process  of 
selection  took  place,  and  not  until  1936  were  the  ten  most 
outstanding  of  these  plants  released  for  distribution.  These 
ten  plants  have  come  to  be  known  as  the  “Original  Ten”. 
While  there  had  been  African  violet  hybrids  before  these 
were  introduced,  it  was  these  ten  plants  that  lead  to  “violet 
fever”  in  the  United  States.  “Blue  Boy”  is  perhaps  the  most 
famous  of  the  ten  plants. 

I  received  my  first  plant  of  “Blue  Boy”  about  a  year 
before  entering  my  first  violet  show.  I  was  interested  in  it 
for  its  historical  value,  having  no  idea  what  a  good  show 
plant  it  would  subsequently  prove  to  be.  Many  growers 
today  balk  at  any  violet  with  single  flowers  because  they 
drop.  Unlike  the  species  saintpaulias  whose  flowers  drop 
even  when  fresh,  the  flowers  of  “Blue  Boy”  drop  only 


when  spent,  at  which  time  they  should  be  removed 
anyway.  A  well  grown  plant  can  easily  have  fifteen  flowers 
per  peduncle,  an  excellent  count  even  by  today’s  standards. 

I  have  entered  this  plant  in  every  show  I  have 
participated  in,  and  so  far,  it  has  always  taken  a  rosette.  I 
have  entered  it  in  classes  with  only  other  blue  and  purple 
single  blooms,  an  “Original  10”  class,  and  a  solid  bloom 
with  green  foliage  class,  and  it  has  taken  the  Best  In  Class 
rosette  each  time.  The  fact  that  such  an  old  plant  can  win 
in  a  class  of  modern  hybrids  with  double  flowers  is  a  true 
testimonial  to  the  show  quality  of  this  plant. 

Flat  growing,  heavy  blooming,  straight  petioles, 
good  size  of  up  to  two  feet  across,  perfect  symmetry  and 
simplistic  beauty  are  all  traits  which  hold  my  interest  in 
“Blue  Boy”  year  after  year. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  The  Lone 
Star  African  Violet  Council  Newsletter 


by  Iris  Keating 

Mother  loved  her  African  violets!  She  and  my  maternal 
grandmother  always  had  their  houses  full  of  violets  when 
I  was  growing  up.  They  were  all  pinks  and  purples,  as  I 
recall  -  dozens  of  the  same  varieties  and,  naturally, 
unnamed.  No  matter  -  they  loved  them  anyway. 

Of  course,  all  of  their  violets  were  window  grown  -  and 
in  soil  from  the  garden,  heaven  forbid!  Leaves  were 
rooted  in  jelly  jars  or  juice  glasses  filled  with  water,  all 
lined  up  on  the  kitchen  window  sill.  No  leaf  ever  seemed 
to  be  discarded,  nor  did  it  die. 

“Water  roots”  was  an  unknown  term,  but  it  was  of  no 
consequence.  Leaves  rooted  and  plants  flourished  because 
it  was  expected  of  them  -  no  harsh  words  or  threats  of 
dire  fate  should  they  not  perform.  They  thrived  because 
they  were  loved.  Neither  they  nor  Mother  knew  the  rules 
and  how-to’s  of  violet  culture  -  nor  did  they  care!  Mother 
probably  had  never  even  heard  the  word  Saintpaulia  until 
I  became  an  African  violet  “addict”  years  later. 

My  home  town  of  Garden  City,  Kansas,  was  aptly 
named  because  it  was,  and  still  is,  profusely  populated 


with  huge,  old  trees  -  elms,  mostly.  Those  trees  seemed  to 
provide  perfect  filtered  light  for  raising  violets  because  the 
neighbor  lady  had  even  more  violets  throughout  her 
house  than  my  mother  did. 

Mother  was  Scotch/Irish  and  frugal  to  a  fault.  My 
husband  has  always  claimed  that  she  was  the  only 
person  he  ever  met  who  could  actually  wring  out  a 
ketchup  bottle! 

I  grew  up  during  the  Great  Depression  and  World  War  11. 
Mother  raised  chickens  and  rabbits  in  the  backyard  and 
had  an  enormous  victory  garden.  I  have  no  idea  what 
fertilizer  she  used  for  her  violets  and  beautiful  flowers  in 
the  yard,  but  knowing  her,  I  doubt  that  she  wasted  what 
those  chickens  and  rabbits  left  behind. 

Perhaps  we  get  too  fussy  with  our  violet  culture.  I  am 
frequently  reminded  of  a  remark  made  by  a  now- 
deceased,  long-time  member  of  our  local  affiliate  and  an 
outstanding  grower.  She  said  she  used  to  grow  spectacular 
violets  until  she  learned  how! 

In  the  last  ten  years  when  Mother’s  health  declined  and 
she  was  no  longer  able  to  work  with  her  violets,  Dad 
would  keep  one  or  two  of  her  plants  watered.  While 
visiting,  I  would  prune  them  back,  groom  and  repot  them 
for  her.  A  small  round  fluorescent  light  fixture  kept  her 
favorite  pink  variety  beautiful  for  many  years.  Happiness 
to  her  was  definitely  a  blooming  African  violet,  and  she’s 
probably  already  tending  her  plants  again  in  heaven 
where  there  must  be  an  abundance  of  violet  lovers 
sharing  leaves  with  one  another! 
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Ness*  Fantasy  Gold 

Hybridizer:  Don  Ness 

Midland  Violets 


Raphael 

Hybridizer:  Anthqflores,  Inc, 

of  Canada 
Photo  Credit:  Frank  Ttnari,  Jr. 


28  African  Violet  Magazine 


Mindi  Mom 

1995  National  Show 
Best  Variegated  Plant 
From  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection 

Exhibited  By:  Rosematy  Donn 
Hybridizer:  G.  Boone  &  Kent  Stork 
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Windows‘95 

by  Bev  Promersberger 
Monument,  CO 


No,  we’re  not  talking  about  computer 
software.  We’re  talking  about 
growing  violets  in  your  windows  in 
1995  and  years  after.  Growing 
violets  in  the  windows  is  easy,  handy  and 
less  expensive  than  artificial  light,  and  still 
provides  African  violet  fun  and  beauty. 
Since  the  African  violet  is  the  most  popular 
indoor  blooming  plant  in  America  and  since 
the  majority  of  violet  growers  use  their 
windows  as  the  primary  light  source.  I’d  like 
to  offer  some  su^estions  for  Windows  ‘95. 

Though  most  people  who  grow  in  the 
window  do  it  for  the  run  and  beauty  of  the 
lant  in  the  home,  I  have  seen  some 
eautiful  show  plants  that  were  grown  in 
the  window.  So,  we  know  it  works. 


Which  Window? 

The  east  window  is  usually  the  first 
recommendation,  but  it’s  not  always  the 
best.  Keep  in  mind  “bright  indirect  light.” 
The  idea  is  good  light  but  not  the  direct  rays 
of  the  sun.  The  eastern  exposure  usually 
admits  the  morning  sun  berore  it  becomes 
too  hot.  But,  if  there  is  an  overhang  from 
the  roof,  trees  or  other  outside  foliage  that 
prevents  good  light,  it  may  not  be  a  good 
window.  It  is  often  said  that  growing  in  a 
window  that  faces  the  south  is  not  a  good 
choice  because  the  afternoon  sun  is  too  hot. 
When  I  lived  in  Virginia,  the  living  room 
window  and  the  family  room  window  both 
had  southern  exposures.  The  living  room 
window  faced  trees  which  filtered  the  hot 
sun  in  the  summer  and,  devoid  of  leaves  in 
the  winter,  allowed  the  cooler  light  to  enter. 
Perfect  for  growing  violets!  Another  option 
would  be  to  use  a  sheer  drapery  to  filter  out 
the  hot  afternoon  sun.  The  family  room 
window?  It  was  put  to  good  use  also.  A 
large  unobstructed  picture 
window  allowed  too  much  of 
the  hot  afternoon  sun  to 
penetrate.  The  rays  of  the 
sun  aimed  directly  at  the 
shelf  just  inside  the  window; 
therefore,  violets  could  not 
survive.  However,  it  was  the 
perfect  place  to  hang  several 
pots  of  trailing  African  violets 
from  the  ceiling.  Good  light 
came  through  the  window, 
but  the  plants,  hanging  from 
the  ceiling,  were  above  the 
direct  rays  of  the  sun. 


Remember  “bright  indirect  light”  (diffused 
sunlight)  and  do  a  little  experimenting.  Lack 
of  flowering  is  normally  caused  by  low 
light. 

Water 

Plants  grown  in  the  window  tend  to  dry 
out  slower  than  those  grown  under  artificial 
light;  therefore,  window  grown  plants  might 
not  need  as  much  water.  Keep  in  mind  that 
violets  prefer  to  remain  slightly  moist.  If  you 
have  difficulty  regulating  your  watering 
system  to  keep  your  violets  “happy”,  you 
might  consider  one  of  the  many  bottom 
watering  systems  available.  You  might  even 
try  a  lighter  soil  mix  so  your  violets  do  not 
retain  water  as  long.  Another  point  to 
remember  is  that  if  you  spill  water  on  a 
plant,  remove  the  plant  from  the  window 
until  it  is  dry  to  prevent  water  or  burn  spots. 

Grooming 

It  is  important  to  routinely  rotate  the 
violets  to  maintain  even  symmetry.  The 
leaves  tend  to  lift  and  lean  toward  the 
window;  so,  an  effort  to  turn  the  violets  on 
a  regular  basis  will  keep  the  leaf  pattern 
more  uniform.  In  the  event  you  are  growing 
in  the  window  for  show,  a  regular 


disbudding  program  is  especially  helpful. 
Window  light  is  usually  not  as  strong  as 
artificial  light.  Therefore,  the  leaf  pattern 
tends  to  grow  “leggy”  or  more  open  than 
violets  grown  under  artificial  light. 
Disbudding  regularly  creates  a  tighter 
symmetrical  pattern,  preferable  for  show 
plants. 

Window  Distance 

The  windows  tend  to  retain  heat  or  cold. 
If  you  are  using  a  narrow  window  sill  or 
ledge  that  forces  the  leaves  to 
touch  the  window,  I  suggest 
moving  the  plants  to  a  table 
or  shelf  near  the  window  so 
the  leaves  are  not  in  direct 
contact  with  the  window. 

These  suggestions  for 
Windows  ‘95  need  to  be 
incorporated  into  each 
individual’s  growing  plan. 
The  window  is  a  great  place 
to  start,  an  economic  place  to 
grow,  and  an  easy  way  to 
enjoy  violets  and  beautify  the 
home. 
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Have  You 
Tried  This? 

AV  Tps  From  AV  Growers 

The  urge  to  pick  off  dead  African  violet  blooms  tends  to  leave 
the  fingernails  constantly  stained.  1  just  recently  learned  an  easy 
solution  to  this  problem,  and  thougnt  others  might  like  to  know 
about  it.  A  spoonfitl  of  sugar  added  to  soapy  lather  will  remove 
gardening  stains  from  your  hands  and  nails. 

Gloria  Rooks,  Ft.  Pierce,  FL 

I  hit  on  a  way  to  root  Streptocarpus  leaves  that  seems  to  be 
faster  and  less  hazardous  than  the  usual  way  of  putting  them 
down  in  moist  rooting  mix.  Being  busy,  I  failed  to  get  one 
planted,  and  it  \m  encased  in  a  baggie,  in  dim  north  light,  on  my 
breakfast  table  for  several  weeks.  When  1  finally  got  to  it,  not 
only  was  It  rooted  but  it  had  babies!  I  have  tried  it  twice  again, 
once  wrapping  the  stem  in  damp  tissue  and  once  leaving  the 
stem  unwrapped  with  a  moist  cottonball  (not  touching)  in  the 
tightly  closed  bag.  Each  time  1  found  that  it  had  rooted  in  about  3 
weeks  with  none  of  the  usual  danger  of  rotting.  Once  planted,  the 
plants  were  up  fast  and  growing  rapidly. 

Iris  Keating,  Editor/The  Violeteer 
Pomona  Vall^AVS 


An  exceptionally  good  material  for  capillary  matting  is 
urethane-foam  carpet  padding.  Growers  recommend  5  to  6  ounce 
padding  (less  than  $2.00  per  square  foot  at  flooring  stores).  It  can 
be  laid  in  any  watertight  tray,  and  should  be  soaked  with  water 
before  the  pots  are  set  on  it.  Pots  with  flat,  rather  than  ridged, 
bases  insure  contact  with  the  mat.  A  fan  blowing  lightly  across 
the  mat  will  lower  the  temperature  several  degrees. 

Sue  Hqfher,  Clovis,  CA 
The  CA  Council  News 

I  was  dismayed  when  a  fantasy  violet  baby  plant  I  had  given  a 
friend  had  no  spots.  The  charm  of  fantasy  violets  is  the  spots 
overlaid  on  a  different  color  background  of  the  blossoms.  Miat 
happened?  Fantasy  violets  are  highly  unstable  and  do  not  always 
propagate  from  a  leaf  When  starting  a  fantasy  violet  from  a  leaf, 
you  must  wait  until  the  baby  plants  have  bloomed  to  know  if  the 
leaf  has  propagated  true  to  form.  Now,  when  I  start  a  fantasy 
violet  from  a  leaf,  I  always  put  down  two  leaves  for  backup, 
increasing  my  odds  for  success. 

“Miss  Violet",  From  ‘Blossoms’ 
Publication  of  the  Seattle  AVS 

To  remove  ink  marks  from  plastic  pots,  just  spray  the  mark  with 


hairspray  and  easily  wipe  o 


Iris  Keating,  Editor/The  Violeteer 
Pomona  Valle/ AVS,  CA 
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VioCet 


1995  Supplement 

Master  List  of  Species  and  Cultivars 


Tliis  is  the  1995  supplement  to  the  sixth 
edition  of  the  Master  List  of  Species  and 
Cultivars  (known  as  the  MVL).  The 
supplement  includes  all  cultivars  appear- 
ing  in  the  1995  Registration  Reports, 
descriptions  of  non-registered  cultivars 
provided  by  hybridizers  during  that  same 
period,  and  changes  to  previous  listings. 
The  MVL  and  its  supplements  provide  a 
timely,  concise,  and  accurate  tool  for 
classifying,  judging,  and  exhibiting  African 
violets. 

The  sixth  edition  of  the  MVL  is  available 
through  the  Beaumont  office.  It  contains 


all  varieties  registered  through  December 
31,  1992,  all  recognized  species,  and  non- 
registered  cultivars  introduced  from  July 
1983  through  December  1992.  Looseleaf, 
8-1/2x11  ($13.25  postpaid);  burgundy, 
3-ring,  two  pocket  binder  ($6.95). 

The  IBM  and  MAC  computer  versions 
(inclusive  through  12-31-95)  are  $25. 
Contact  the  Beaumont  office  for  com¬ 
puter  compatibility  requirements. 

Send  corrections  and/or  hybridizer's 
descriptions  of  new  cultivars  to  L3nin 
Lombard,  3771  Copper  Penny  Lane, 
Auburn,  CA  95602, 


The  1995  Master  List  of  African  Violets 


Compiled  by  Lynn  Lombard,  Master  Variety  List  Cheiirman 
Supplement  to  African  Violet  Magazine  Volume  48  No.  6  November/December  1995 

*designates  registered  varieties  f  designates  change 


*ABIE'S  IRISH  ROSE  (8206)  6/14/95  (J. 
Stokes)  Double  white/blue  eye.  Medium 
green,  plain,  quilted.  Semiminiature 

ACA  series  (Preceded  by  ACA'S): 

BLUE  BIJOU  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble 
blue.  Variegated  green  and  white.  Standard 
BLUE  LOU  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble 
blue /white  edge.  Variegated  green  and 
white.  Standard 

BLUEY  (J.  Brownlie)  Double  dark  blue. 
Variegated  green  and  white. 
Semiminiature 

♦CANADIAN  WONDER  (8222)  7/20/95  (J. 
Brownlie)  Semidouble  pink  two-tone 
sticktite  pansy/white  ruffled  edge. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  plain,  quilt¬ 
ed.  Small  standard 

♦DAPHNE  (8223)  7/20/95  (J.  Brownlie) 
Semidouble  blue  sticktite  pansy/green 
frilled  edge.  Variegated  green  and  white, 
plain,  pointed,  quilted.  Semiminiature 
♦ESTHER  (8224)  7/20/95  (J.  Brownlie) 
Semidouble  pink  two-tone  star.  Variegated 
green  and  white,  plain.  Small  standard 
T,UCKY  LADY  (8225)  7/20/95  (J.  Brownlie) 
Double  pink  two-tone  frilled  sticktite /vari¬ 
able  green.  Variegated  green  and  white, 
plain,  quilted.  Standard 
PASSIONATE  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble 
purple  frilled.  Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
PINK  DELIGHT  (J.  Brownlie)  Pink  two- 
tone /red  eye.  Medium  green,  quilted. 
Standard 

♦VASCO  (8226)  7/20/95  (J.  Brownlie) 
Semidouble  ptnk  sticktite  frilled  star/ red 
eye,  purple  fantasy.  Variegated  dark 
green,  pink  and  white,  plain,  quilted. 
Standard 
(end  of  series) 


ACCENT  (Volkmann)  Light  and  dark  orchid 
two-tone/green  ruffled  edge.  Dark  green, 
round,  quilted.  Standard 
♦AFRICAN  SKIES  (8122)  11/26/94  (J. 
Lalanne)  Semidouble  dark  blue  star /white 
ruffled  edge.  Dark  green,  plain,  quilted, 
haiiy/red  back.  Standard 

ALABASTER  TRINKET  (E.  Champion) 
Single  white  large.  Crown  variegated 
green  and  tan.  Semiminiature 

ALAMO  series  (Preceded  by  ALAMO); 

ALAMO  AZTEC  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
dark  blue  large /white  edge.  Dark  green, 
round,  plain.  Standard 

ALAMO  EXPLOSION  (H.  Pittman)  Double 
bright  red/darker  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain.  Standard 

ALAMO  FLAME  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
bright  coral  large.  Dark  green,  plain. 

Standard 

ALAMO  FRILLS  (H.  Pittman)  Double  dark 
red  frilled.  Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 

ALAMO  FROST  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
white/green  edge.  Medium  green,  wavy. 
Standard 

ALAMO  LEGACY  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
white/bright  pink  streaks.  Variegated 
green  and  white,  wavy.  Standard 

ALAMO  LUCK  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble  Hght 
pink/rose  eye.  Dark  green,  plain.  Small 
standard 

ALAMO  MARVEL  (H.  Pittman)  Double 
bright  coral  large.  Dark  green,  plain. 
Standard 

ALAMO  ODE  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
lavender.  Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 

ALAMO  PRIDE  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
white/lavender  fantasy,  green  edge.  Dark 
green,  pointed.  Standard 
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ALAMO  QUEST  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
pink/purple  fantasy,  raspberry  edge. 
Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
ALAMO  SPLENDOR  (H.  Pittman)  Double 
pink/raspberry  marking.  Variegated 
green  and  white.  Small  standard 
ALAMO  SUNSHINE  (H.  Pittman)  Double 
white  and  yellow.  Variegated  green  and 
white.  Standard 

ALAMO  TREASURE  (H.  Pittman) 
Semidouble  white/fuchsia  marking. 
Variegated  green  and  white.  Standard 
*ALICE  CELIA  (8108)  10/13/94  (M. 
Engebretson)  Semidouble  lavender/pur¬ 
pled  tips,  streaks.  Variegated  green  and 
white,  plain.  Semiminiature 
ALOHA  ORCHID  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
pink-lavender  two-tone  frilled  star/vari¬ 
able  red-orchid  fantasy,  sparkle  edge. 
Medium  green,  quilted.  Standard 
ANGEL'S  BREATH  (J.  Swift)  Double  pink 
frilled  large.  Medium  green.  Standard 
*ANITA  VIVIAN  (8131)  1/18/95  (J.  Bell) 
Double  medium  mauve  sticktite 
pansy/darker  shading,  white  ruffled 
edge.  Dark  green,  quilted/red  back. 
Standard 

iOTOTVERSMlY  TRIBUTE  (F.  Tinari)  Double 
purple  and  white  large/darker  eye. 
Medium  green.  Standard 
*APACHE  FREEDOM  (8215)  7/3/95  (J. 
Munk)  Semidouble  pink  to  rose  frilled 
pansy/darker  top  petals.  Variegated  dark 
green,  white  and  pink,  ruffled/red  back. 
Standard 

*APACHE  GEM  (8216)  7/3/95  (J.  Munk) 
Semidouble  lavender  wavy  pansy/ dark¬ 
er  shading.  Variegated  dark  green,  white 
and  pink,  wavy.  Standard 
♦APACHE  HOLIDAY  (8217)  7/3/95  (J. 
Munk)  Semidouble  red  pansy.  Variegated 
medium  green,  white  and  pink,  plain,  quilt¬ 
ed.  Standard 

♦APACHE  JUBILEE  (8218)  7/3/95  (J. 
Munk)  Double  medium  purple  large/white 
wavy  edge.  Variegated  dark  green,  white 
and  pink,  frilled.  Standard 
♦APACHE  RAINMAKER  (8219)  7/3/95  (J. 
Munk)  Semidouble  white  frilled /vari¬ 


able  pink  tinge.  Variegated  medium  green 
and  white,  plain,  wavy.  Standard 
♦APACHE  ROMANCE  (8220)  7/3/95  (J. 
Munk)  Semidouble  pink  fiilled  pan^/ rasp¬ 
berry  shading.  Variegated  medium  green, 
white  and  pink,  plain.  Standard 
♦APACHE  SENSATION  (8221)  7/3/95  (J. 
Munk)  Semidouble  wine  fiilled  pan^/dark- 
er  shaded  edge.  Variegated  dark  green, 
white  and  pink,  plain,  wavy.  Standard 
ARIA  (K  Stork)  Sin^e-semldouble  dark  blue- 
purple  star /white  edge.  Variegated  dark 
green,  pink  and  cream.  Standard 
AUCTIONEER  (K.  Stork)  Double  vivid 
fuchsia-red  large  star.  Light-medium 
green.  Standard 

BABY  BRAD  (H.  Pittman)  Double 
white /fuchsia  marking.  Variegated  green 
and  white.  Semiminiature 
♦BANANA  SPLIT  (8183)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  frilled  star /yellow 
blush,  pink  mottling.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  ruffled.  Standard 
♦BASHFUL  BABY  (8228)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  pale  pink  frilled 
pansy/ darker  eye.  Medium  green,  ovate, 
quilted.  Semiminiature 
BEWITCHING  BLUE  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble-double  dark  blue  frilled 
star/gold-green  edge.  Dark  green,  quilt¬ 
ed.  Standard 

♦BLACK  RAIN  (8229)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  dark  blue  pansy/blue-pur- 
ple  fantasy.  Dark  green,  ovate,  quilt¬ 
ed/red  back.  Miniature 
♦BLACKBERRY  JAM  (8184)  6/9/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  dark  red-purple 
star.  Variegated  dark  green  and  white, 
plain,  ovate/red  back.  Large 
BLEU  LORRAINE  (J.  Eyerdom)  Double 
blue-lavender/darker  shaded  eye,  white 
edge.  Light  green,  plain.  Standard 
BLUE  BEACON  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble-dou- 
ble  blue  star/darker  fantasy.  Medium-dark 
green/red  back.  Standard 
BLUE  DIAMONDS  (S.  Sorano)  Single¬ 
semidouble  pale  blue  pansy /variable 
creamy  white  eye,  yellow  streaks.  Dark 
green,  serrated.  Large 
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*BLUE  MINK  (8230)  7128195  (S.  Sorano) 
Single  dark  blue-lavender  sticktite 
star/lavender  edge.  Medium  green,  plain, 

pointed.  Standard 

BLUE  VICTORIA  (Volkmann)  Double  blue 
large/white  edge.  Dark  green,  plain. 
Standard 

BRAVO  BLUE  (H.  Pittman)  Double  bright 
blue.  Medium  green.  Semiminiature 
BUCKAROO  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble  purple 
frilled  star/ white  edge.  Medium  green. 

Standard 

*BUD'S  CASSIE  (8154)  5/26/95  (B.  Weber) 
Single-semidouble  dark  blue  pansy/pink 
fantasy.  Dark  green,  pointed,  quilted, 
glossy/red  back.  Large 
*BUD'S  CINDI  (8155)  5/26/95  (B.  Weber) 
Semidouble  dark  blue  large  star/ pink  fan¬ 
tasy.  Dark  green,  plain,  glossy/red  back. 
Large 

*BUD'S  COOL  RASPBERRY  (8156)  5/26/95 
(B.  Weber)  Single-semidouble  white 
star/ fuchsia  shading.  Variegated  green 
and  white,  plain.  Semiminiature 
*BUD’S  GIANNA  (8157)  5/26/95  (B.  Weber) 
Single-semidouble  dark  blue  large  pansy. 
Dark  ^een,  plain,  quilted,  glos^/red  back. 
Large 

♦BUD'S  HAPPY  BRIDE  (8158)  5/26/95 
(B.  Weber)  Semidouble-double  white 
star/pale  fuchsia  shading.  Variegated 
green  and  white,  plain.  Semiminiature 
♦BUD'S  JANE  (8159)  5/26/95  (B.  Weber) 
Single-semidouble  dark  blue  large  star. 
Dark  green,  plain,  glossy/red  back. 
Large 

♦BUD'S  LONESOME  GEORGE  (8160) 

5/26/95  (B.  Weber)  Single  dark  blue 
sticktite  bell.  Medium  green,  plain, 
Miniature 

♦BUD'S  PARASOL  (8161)  5/26/95  (B. 
Weber)  Semidouble  dark  fuchsia  star. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  plain. 

Miniature 

♦CALffORNIA  LIGHTNING  (8207)  6/14/95 
(J.  Stokes)  Single  lavender  star.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Miniature  trailer 
CAMEO  PINK  (J.  Eyerdom)  Double  light 
pink.  Dark  olive  green,  plain.  Standard 


CANDY  GIRL  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble-dou- 
ble  pink  two-tone  frilled  star.  Dark  green, 
wavy.  Standard 

CARSON  TRML  (B.  Elkin)  Single  white 
pansy.  Medium  green,  plain.  Miniature 

trailer 

♦CATHYS  FIREWORKS  (8 1 1 6)  1 1  / 1 8/94 
(C.  Cornibe)  Single  chimera  fuchsia 
star/light  pink  stripe.  Variegated  green 
and  white,  plain,  quilted.  Semiminiature 
CHALLENGER  (B.  Elkin)  Semidouble  dark 
fuchsia-wine /coral  fantasy,  dark  violet 
band,  blue  edge.  Medium  green.  Standard 
CHEERLEADER  (K  Stork)  Semidouble-dou- 
ble  pink  and  white  pansy.  Light-medium 
green.  Standard 

♦CHERRIES  'N'  CREAM  (8185)  6/9/95 
(S.  Sorano)  Single-semidouble  red-fuch¬ 
sia  star /white  edge.  Dark  green,  plain, 
pointed /red  back.  Large 
CHERRY  DUMPLIN'  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
vivid  fuchsia  frilled  star.  Variegated  dark 
green  and  cream.  Standard 
♦CHERRY  HEART  (8109)  10/13/94  (M. 
Engebretson)  Semidouble  pink/fuchsla 
eye.  Medium  green,  plain.  Senuminiature 
trailer 

♦CHERRY  SHOWERS  (8231)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  pink  pansy/red 
sparkle,  white  edge.  Variegated  green 
and  white,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
♦CHICKITA  (8208)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes) 
Semidouble  white  beU/blue  edge.  Medium 
green,  plain,  quilted.  Miniature 
CHIPPER  (Volkmann)  White  and  light 
pink  large  star.  Plain.  Standard 
CIRCUS  TIME  (J.  Swift)  Double  pur¬ 
ple/wide  white  edge.  Dark  green.  Standard 
♦CLASSIC  ROCK  (8232)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Single  pale  lavender  sticktite  pansy/pur¬ 
ple  eye.  Variegated  green  and  white, 
plain,  ovate.  Semiminiature 
CLIPPER  TRAIL  (B.  Elkin)  Single  white 
beU/pink  eye.  Medium  green.  Miniature 
trailer 

COLOR  MAGIC  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  pink 
star/coral-rose  blushed  eye,  blue-purple 
fantasy.  Variegated  dark  green,  cream,  tan 
and  pink.  Standard 
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COOKIE  MAN  (S.  Sorano)  Single-semi¬ 
double  white  star/blue-purple  eye. 
Medium  green,  heart-shaped.  Miniature 
*CORAL  CRUNCH  (8186)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Single  coral  sticktite  pan^.  Variegated  dark 
green,  pink  and  cream,  ovate,  quilt¬ 
ed/red  back.  Standard 
CORAL  RAINBOW  (S.  Sorano)  Single¬ 
semidouble  dark  coral  pansy/rose-fuch¬ 
sia  and  light  burgundy  overlay,  purple  fan¬ 
tasy.  Variegated  dark  green,  white  and 
cream,  wavy/ red  back.  Standard 
*CORAL  SPARKLER  (8117)  11/24/94  (R. 
Cox)  Semidouble  medium  coral 
pansy/darker  center,  sparkle  overlay. 
Dark  green,  plain,  serrated.  Standard 
CUTIE  PIE  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble  pink 
frilled  star/darker  eye.  Medium  green. 
Standard 

^DAKOTA  (8123)  11/26/94  (J.  Lalanne) 
Semidouble  dark  red  pansy.  Variegated 
green,  pink  and  white,  ovate,  point¬ 
ed/red  back.  Standard 
DANCIN'  fVolkmann)  Semidouble  light 
pink  large  star.  Dark  green,  plain. 
Standard 

DANCING  RAINBOWS  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  pink  pansy/blue  fantasy. 
Variegated  dark  green,  cream  and  pink. 
Semiminiature 

DANGEROUS  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
dark  mauve  and  red  pansy.  Variegated 
dark  green  and  white.  Semiminiature 
DARK  TEMPEST  (J.  Eyerdom)  Double 
purple/darker  edge.  Light  green,  plain. 
Standard 

DEBONNAIRE  (Volkmann)  Medium  blue 
large  star.  Plain.  Standard 
DELIGHTFUL  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble  pur¬ 
ple  frilled/white-green  edge.  Dark 
green/red  back.  Standard 
*DELTADOLL  (8209)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes) 
Semidouble  magenta  star /white  streaks. 
Light  green,  plain,  wavy.  Semiminiature 
♦DESIGNER  DRESS  (8233)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  pink  frilled  star/lighter 
shading,  white  edge.  Dark  green,  heart- 
shaped,  pointed,  quilted,  wavy.  Standard 
♦DESIGNER  JEWELS  (8234)  7/28/95  (S. 


Sorano)  Double  pink  star/green  frilled  edge. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  plain,  point¬ 
ed.  Standard 

DREAMER  fVblkmann)  Semidouble  medi¬ 
um  pink  large  star/ some  white  edge. 
Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
♦DRESSED  IN  PINK  (8235)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble-double  light  pink 
ruffled  star /variable  green  edge.  Dark 
green,  quilted,  ruffled/red  back.  Large 
♦DUBOIS'  CELEBRITE  (81 10)  10/25/94  (M. 
Dubois)  Semidouble  light  lavender. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  pink. 
Large 

♦DUBOIS'  CORALIE  (8111)  10/25/94  (M. 
Dubois)  Double  light  pink/ darker  tips. 
Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  white, 
pointed,  scalloped /red  back.  Standard 
♦DUBOIS'  OTHELLO  (81 12)  10/25/94  (M. 
Dubois)  Semidouble  pink/darker  tips. 
Variegated  light-medium  green  and 
cream,  pointed.  Standard 
♦DUBOIS'  ROSEL  (8113)  10/25/94  (M. 
Dubois)  Single  pink.  Variegated  light- 
medium  green  and  cream,  haiiy.  Large 
♦EAST  COAST  SUNRISE  (8236)  7/28/95 
(S.  Sorano)  Semidouble-double  white 
star /yellow  blush,  pink  and  rose  shad¬ 
ed  edge.  Variable.  Medium  green,  plain, 
ovate,  wavy.  Standard 
♦EAST  WIND  (8187)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  light  blue  star.  Dark  green,  quilt¬ 
ed,  scalloped/red  back.  Standard 
EDGE  OF  DAWN  (J.  Eyerdom)  Double 
light  coral-pink/red  sparkle  edge.  Light 
green,  plain.  Standard 
ELECTRA  (Volkmann)  Double  medium 
blue  large  star.  Dark  green,  plain. 
Standard 

ELECTRIC  DREAMS  (Volkmann)  Double 
dark  rose-pink.  Dark  green,  plain. 
Standard 

♦EMERALD  CITY  (8237)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Single  chimera  pale  lavender 
sticktite  pansy/green  stripe.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Standard 
EMERALD  LACE  (J.  Swift)  Double  purple 
large/green  frilled  edge.  Medium  green. 
Standard 
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^ENCHANTED  APRIL  (8238)  712SI9^  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  white  pansy/pink 
band,  green  frilled  edge.  Variegated  medi¬ 
um  green  and  white,  plain,  ovate,  wavy, 
serrated.  Standard 

FANTASY  BELLS  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
pink  and  raspberry  bell.  Variegated  dark 
green  and  white.  Miniature 
FANTASY  FffiSTA  (J.  E^erdom)  Semidouble 
medium  pink  large/blue  fantasy,  white 
edge.  Light  green,  plain.  Standard 
FANTASY  WONDER  (J.  Eyerdom) 
Semidouble  bright  coral-pink  large  fan¬ 
tasy.  Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
FAY'S  PAISLEY  (F.  Wagman)  Single  blue 
wasp/red  fantasy.  Plain.  Semiminiature 
♦FESTIVE  HOLIDAY  (8239)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  white  pansy /variable 
red  edge.  Mosaic  variegated  light  green, 
ovate,  quilted.  Standard 
♦FLASHBACK  (8188)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  medium  blue  star/pink  two- 
tone  fantasy,  variable  coral  tone.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  white,  plain,  ovate. 
Standard 

FLASHY  AMGEL  (S.  Sorano)  Single  light  pink 
sticktite  pansy/red-tinged  eye.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  white.  Semiminiature 
FLASHY  FRILLS  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble 
medium  purple  large  cupped  frilled  star. 
Dark  green/red  back.  Standard 
♦FOOLIN'  AROUND  (8152)  3/9/95  (F. 
Spear)  Single  chimera  purple  stick- 
tite/white  stripe.  Variegated  green  and 
white,  heart-shaped.  Standard 
FRILLY  STUFF  (J.  Swift)  Double  purple 
frilled /variable  pink  marking,  white  edge. 
Medium  green.  Standard 
♦FROSTED  FLAMES  (8189)  6/9/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  fuchsia  star/white 
ruffled  edge,  some  green.  Dark  green,  quilt¬ 
ed,  ruffled/red  back.  Standard 
FROSTY  MAGIC  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble 
bright  fuchsia  large  star/white  frilled 
edge.  Medium  green.  Standard 
♦FROSTY  SPRING  (8240)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  white  frilled 
pansy/variable  green-lavender  edge. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  plain,  ovate. 


wavy,  serrated.  Standard 
FUCHSIA  GODDESS  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble 
fuchsia  star/white  frilled  edge.  Dark 
green/ red  back.  Standard 
FUCHSIA  SUN  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble  bright 
fuchsia  ftiUed  star.  Dark  green.  Standard 
♦GALACTIC  STORM  (8190)  6/9/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble-double  medium 
blue  star/pink  fantasy.  Dark  green, 
ovate,  quilted /red  back.  Large 
GENETIC  CARMINE  (J.  Smith)  Double 
dark  coral-red  pansy.  Mosaic  variegated 
green,  pink  and  beige/red  back.  Large 
GENETIC  DREAM  (J.  Smith)  Double  pur¬ 
ple/fuchsia  fantasy,  shading.  Mosaic 
variegated  dark  green.  Standard 
GENETIC  FANTASY  (J.  Smith)  Double 
blue-purple/pink  fantasy.  Mosaic  var¬ 
iegated.  Small  standard 
GENETIC  ROSE  (J.  Smith)  Semidouble  rose- 
red  pansy.  Mosaic  variegated  medium 
green  and  white  to  tan.  Small  standard 
GENEVA  WONDER  (Volkmann)  Double 
medium  blue  large /white  edge.  Plain. 
Standard 

GLORIOSKI  (J.  Swift)  Double  purple /wide 
white  edge.  Dark  green.  Standard 
GLOWING  (J.  Swift)  Double  fuchsia/thin 
white  edge.  Medium  green.  Standard 
♦GOLD  COINS  (8241)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  and  yellow  frilled  star. 
Medium  green,  plain,  ovate. 
Semiminiature 

GOLDEN  CHILD  (H.  Pittman)  Double 
creamy  white  ruffled.  Variegated  green  and 
white,  glossy.  Semiminiature 
♦GOLDEN  PLUME  (8242)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  white  star /yellow  mot¬ 
tling.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  pointed,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
GOOD  BOY  (J.  Sv^)  Double  dark  blue  shad¬ 
ed  cup /lighter  frilled  edge.  Light  green, 
plain.  Standard 

GREEN  ICE  (Volkmann)  Double  white/light 
pink  shading,  green  ruffled  edge.  Medium 
green,  quilted.  Standard 
♦HALO'S  AGLITTER  (8243)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Single  pink  sticktite  star/red 
sparkle  edge.  Medium  green,  plain, 
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pointed.  Standard 

HEIDI  (Volkmann)  Light  pink  star/green 
ruffled  edge.  Dark  green,  wavy.  Standard 
♦HIGHWAYMAN  (8162)  6/3/95  (G.  Durand) 
Single  bright  purple  star.  Variegated 
dark  green  and  pink,  heart-shaped, 
glossy/red  back.  Standard 
HOMEWMID  BOUND  (K.  Stork)  Double  blue 
large/white  ruffled  edge.  Dark  green. 
Standard 

HOT  DATE  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  dark 
red  pansy /white  frilled  edge.  Variegated 
dark  green  and  white,  wavy.  Standard 
♦HOT  SPOT  (8191)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  red  frilled  star.  Medium  green, 
plain,  spooned,  heart-shaped,  pointed,  ser¬ 
rated.  Standard 

ICE  FOLLIES  (E.  Champion)  Double 
white/green  ruffled  edge.  Crown  variegated. 

Standard 

♦ICE  QUEEN  (8192)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single 
white  sticktite  ruffled  star.  Dark  green, 
plain,  ovate/red  back.  Large 
IMPOSTOR  (K.  Stork)  Double  plum-wine 
star /white  edge.  Variegated  dark  green 
and  cream,  glossy.  Standard 
t  INFINITY  (B.  Elkin)  Single- semidouble 
magenta-fuchsia  large  ruffled  star /vari¬ 
able  white  fantasy.  Medium  green. 
Standard 

♦ISABELLA  (8210)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes) 
Double  white/medium  pink  frilled  edge. 
Light  green,  plain.  Semiminiature 
♦ISLAND  WATERS  (8193)  6/9/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  pale  blue  star. 
Medium  green,  plain,  quilted,  scalloped. 
Standard 

ITSUKO  (J.  Eyerdom)  Semidouble 
white/pink  and  blue  fantasy  edge.  Light 
green,  plain.  Standard 
IVORY  SHADOWS  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble¬ 
double  dark  rose-mauve  star/variable  ivory 
eye.  Dark  green /red  back.  Standard 
J^iE  ELLEN  (B.  Elkin)  Single  reddish-blue 
star/ raspberry  sparkle  edge.  Medium 
green.  Large 

♦JEANNETTE'S  PURE  SIN  (8151)  2/27/95 
(Ramirez/Domiano)  Single  magenta  stick¬ 
tite  star /variable  white  edge.  Variegated 


green,  cream  and  pink,  heart-shaped, 
wavy,  serrated.  Large 
JUBILEE  (Volkmann)  Medium  blue  large. 

Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
♦JUDIE'S  SATIN  DOLL  (8124)  11/26/94  (J. 
Lalanne)  Semidouble  dark  purple  star/pink 
overlay.  Variegated  green  and  white, 
heart-shaped,  glossy/red  back.  Standard 
JUNE  BUG  (S.  Sorano)  Single-semidouble 
bright  fuchsia  pan^.  Variegated  dark  green 
and  white.  Semiminiature 
♦KINDA  CUTE  (8211)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes) 
Single-semidouble  white  bell/blue  edge. 
Medium  green,  pointed,  quilted.  Miniature 
trailer 

KISSES  OF  GOLD  (S.  Sorano)  Double 
white  ruffled  pansy /variable  yellow  mot¬ 
tling.  Medium  green,  ruffled.  Standard 
tKIWI  DAZZLER  (5888)  1/28/85  (D.  Snell) 
Single  chimera  vdne-red  fringed /white 
stripe.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
♦LAKESHORE  SILVER  (8227)  7/20/95 
(J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble  pink  two-tone 
sticktite  pansy.  Variegated  green  and 
white,  plain,  pointed,  serrated. 
Semiminiature 

LEMON  COOKIE  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
white /variable  yellow.  Variegated  green 
and  white.  Semiminiature 
♦LEMON  CREAM  (8244)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  white  frilled  star/yel¬ 
low  mottling.  Medium  green,  quilted, 
wavy.  Standard 

♦LEMON  DROP  (8245)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  yellow  and  white  pansy.  Medium 
green,  plain,  heart-shaped,  pointed,  ser¬ 
rated.  Semiminiature 
LEMON  ICE  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  white 
pansy /variable  yellow  blush,  blue  edge. 
Medium  green,  wavy.  Standard 
LEMON  TART  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
white  and  yellow.  Variegated  green  and 
white.  Semiminiature 
LR/'  RICH  GIRL  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  pink 
pansy/red  sparkle  edge.  Variegated  dark 
green,  cream  and  rose,  heart-shaped 
girl  foliage.  Semiminiature 
LILAC  SPRAY  (J.  Swfft)  Semidouble  laven¬ 
der  shaded  /  darker  shading,  thin  white 
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ruffled  edge.  Dark  green.  Standard 

*LIME  TAFFY  (8246)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  ruffled  pansy /vari¬ 
able  pink  marking  on  edge,  green-edged 
top  petals.  Variegated  green  and  white, 
plain,  ruffled.  Standard 
LIN  (J.  Eyerdom)  Single  chimera  light 
pink  star/ darker  stripe,  fantasy  marking. 
Standard 

LITTLE  JEZEBEL  (S.  Sorano)  Single  pink 
frilled  sticktite  pansy/blue  fantasy. 
Variegated  dark  green,  cream  and  pink. 
Semiminiature 

LITTLE  KIDDER  (H.  Rttman)  Semidouble 
bright  pink.  Variegated  green  and  white, 
wavy.  Semiminiature 
LITTLE  LEXI  (S.  Sorano)  Single  pink 
sticktite  pansy.  Variegated  dark  green  and 
white,  variable  rose.  Miniature 
LITTLE  RED  HEAD  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
dark  pink  and  mauve  two-tone  pansy. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  white. 
Miniature 

♦LOLLIPOP  KID  (8247)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  light  orchid  pansy/dark  red- 
orchid  fnlled  edge.  Medium  green,  ovate, 
qullted/red  back.  Semiminiature 
LOVEY  LACY  (J.  Swift)  Double  fuchsia 
star /white  ruffled  edge.  Light  green. 
Standard 

LYON  series  (Preceded  by  LYON'S): 

♦BLUSHING  BRIDE  (8248)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  white  ruffled  star/pink 
eye,  rays.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted, 
wavy.  Standard 

♦ICE  PRINCESS  (8249)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  frilled  pansy.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Miniature 

♦MIDNIGHT  WAVES  (8194)  6/9/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  dark  blue  star /white 
frilled  edge.  Dark  green,  plain,  point¬ 
ed/red  back.  Standard 

♦MIRAGE  (8195)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  pink  frilled  star/blue  fantasy. 
Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  quilted, 
scalloped.  Standard 

♦NORTHERN  STAR  (8196)  6/9/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Single-semidouble  medium  blue 


star/wide  dark  reddish  blue  edge.  Dark 
green,  plain/red  back.  Standard 
♦PLUM  PUDDING  (8250)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  dark  red-plum  two- 
tone  frilled  star.  Medium  green,  plain,  point¬ 
ed,  serrated.  Standard 
♦RAINBOW  GEM  (8251)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  pink  star/rose-red  eye,  blue 
fantasy.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted. 
Standard 

♦RENDEZVOUS  (8252)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  chimera  white  frilled 
pansy/blue  overlay  on  pink  stripe. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
♦SILVER  NHNK  (8253)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  pale  lavender  star/green 
frilled  edge.  Light  green,  ovate,  quilted. 
Standard 

♦SILVER  SEAS  (8254)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  pansy/blue  frilled 
edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
♦SPECTACULAR  (8255)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  large  frilled  star/blue 
eye,  shading,  edge.  Medium  green,  plain. 
Large 

♦SPRING  SNOW  (8256)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  frilled  pansy /variable 
pink  marking.  Medium  green,  plain, 
ovate.  Standard 

♦TROPICAL  SUNSET  (8257)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Single  pink  sticktite  frilled 
star/rose  eye.  Variegated  green,  white, 
cream  and  pink,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
♦UNPREDICTABLE  (8258)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  white  ruffled 
pansy /rose-fiichsia  and  purple  eye;  pink, 
orchid  and  purple  fantasy.  Variable. 
Medium  green,  plain,  quilted.  Standard 
(end  of  series) 

♦MAC'S  BODACIOUS  BLUEBIRD  (8214) 
6/20/95  (G.  McDonald)  Semidouble 
chimera  light  blue/white  stripe.  Crown 
variegated  medium  green  and  yellow, 
pointed.  Semiminiature 
MAGIC  MOOD  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
rose-pink.  Dark  green.  Semiminiature 
♦MAMA'S  CHOICE  (8119)  11/24/94  (R. 
Cox)  Double  dark  rose  star/blue  overlay. 
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Dark  green,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
*MAMA'S  WINTER  MEMORIES  (8120) 
11/24/94  (R.  Cox)  Semidouble  white 
pansy.  Dark  green,  plain,  serrated. 

Standard 

MARCHING  BAND  (K.  Stork)  Single-semi¬ 
double  hot  pink  pansy/fuchsia-red 
sparkle  edge.  Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
*MARIA'S  CHOICE  (8149)  1/30/95  (A. 
Miller)  Single-semidouble  light  pink  sUck- 
tite  large  ruffled  star/ medium  fuchsia  vein- 
ing.  Variegated  dark  green  and  cream, 
pointed,  quilted,  scalloped/red  back. 
Large 

MARIE  LORRAINE  (J.  Eyerdom)  Dark 
red -coral /darker  eye,  variable  shading. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 

R^Rf  LOUISE  (Volkmann)  Semidouble  dark 
rose-pink.  Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
*MELLOWWINE  (8121)  11/24/94  (R.  Cox) 
Single  fuchsia  large  sticktite  pansy/Hghter 
edge.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and 
cream,  quilted,  glossy,  serrated.  Large 

MELODIES  series  (Preceded  by  MELODIES): 

*ALENA(8095)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  rose  pink  sticktite  ruffled  pansy/red 
top  petals.  Dark  green,  ovate,  wavy /red 

back.  Standard 

*ALYCE  (8096)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  dark  orchid  sticktite  ruffled  pansy. 
Dark  green,  plain,  hairy,  wavy/red  back. 
Standard 

*HEMBER  (8097)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  light  blue  sticktite  pansy/ pale 
top  petals,  edge.  Dark  green,  ovate,  quilt¬ 
ed,  haiiy/red  back.  Standard 
*KAm  (8098)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  lavender  sticktite  pansy/darker  top 
petals.  Medium  green,  ovate,  quilted. 
Large 

*KATY  (8099)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  red  sticktite  ruffled  pansy/ slight¬ 
ly  darker  center.  Dark  green,  plain,  point¬ 
ed,  ruffled/red  back.  Standard 
*KIMI  (8100)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  white  sticktite  pansy/purple-blue 
top  petals,  tips.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilt¬ 
ed,  wavy.  Standard 


*MAKI  (8101)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  medium  pink  sticktite  pansy /white 
ruffled  edge.  Dark  green,  ovate,  quilted/red 

back.  Standard 

*MIYO  (8102)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Semidouble  medium  pink  sticktite  ruf¬ 
fled  pansy.  Dark  green,  plain,  hairy, 
wavy/red  back.  Standard 
♦MONIQUE  (8103)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  dark  red  sticktite  ruffled  pan^.  Dark 
green,  plain,  quilted/red  back.  Standard 
♦RHONDA  (8104)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Single  medium  pink  sticktite  ruffled 
pansy.  Light  green,  ovate,  quilted,  ruffled, 
scalloped  girl  foliage.  Standard 
♦SHEILA  (8105)  9/15/94  (Surmyside/Levy) 
Single  ruby  red  sticktite  pansy.  Medium 
green,  plain,  wavy  girl  foliage.  Standard 
♦SHIANNE  (8106)  9/15/94  (Sunnyside/Levy) 
Semidouble  light  pink  and  white  stick¬ 
tite  ruffled  pansy.  Light  green,  plain, 
hairy,  wavy.  Standard 
(end  of  series) 

MEMORY  MAKER  (H.  Rttman)  Semidouble 
pink  and  rose  frilled.  Variegated  dark 
green  and  white.  Miniature 
♦MIDNIGHT  RASCAL  (8259)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  medium  blue 
pansy/ raspberry  frilled  edge.  Medium 
green,  ovate,  quilted/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

♦MIDNIGHT  TWIST  (8260)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  white  pansy/purple 
two-tone  frilled  edge,  variable  purple 
mottling.  Medium  green,  ovate,  quilted, 
scalloped.  Standard 

MISTY  BLUE  TRINKET  (E.  Champion) 
Semidouble  medium  blue  shaded/lighter 
edge.  Crown  variegated  green,  yellow  to 
tan.  Semiminiature 
MOON  CRAZE  (H.  Rttman)  Semidouble 
creamy  white.  Variegated  dark  green 
and  white,  plain,  glossy.  Semiminiature 
MOONUGHT  RAYS  (H.  Rttman)  Semidouble 
white  and  yellow.  Variegated  green  and 
white.  Semiminiature 
MOONLIGHT  WAVES  (H.  Pittman) 
Semidouble  cream- white /yellow  mark- 
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ing.  Variegated  green  and  white,  glossy. 
Semiminiature 

*MOONLIGHT  WAVES  (8197)  6/9/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Single  chimera  white  sticktite  frOled 
star/pink  stripe.  Medium  green,  plain, 
quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
*MY  BIG  BLUE  (8114)  10/27/94  (N. 
Johnston)  Semidouble-double  dark  blue- 
purple  ruffled  star.  Dark  green,  heart- 
shaped,  pebbled,  wavy/red  back.  Large 
MY  GOODNESS  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble 
vivid  fuchsia  large  star/ wide  white  edge. 
Medium  green.  Standard 
MY  KEEPSAKE  (H.  Pittman)  Double 
white /rose  frilled  edge.  Variegated  light 
green  and  white,  wavy.  Semiminiature 
MYSTIQUE  ROSE  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble  dark 
rose  star /wide  white  frilled  edge.  Light 
green.  Standard 

*NAMELY  NANCY  (8150)  1/30/95  (A. 
Miller)  Single-semidouble  light  lavender 
two-tone  sticktite  large  ruffled  star. 
Variegated  dark  green,  cream  and  pink, 
ovate,  quilted,  scalloped/red  back.  Large 
*NANCY  LEIGH  (8198)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  white  large  star/pink-blushed 
eye.  Medium  green,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
NELLY  fVolkmann)  Semidouble  rose-pink 
ruffled  star/green  edge.  Dark  green, 
wavy.  Standard 

NESS  series  (Preceded  by  NESS'): 

BLUE  RIBBONS  (D.  Ness)  Chimera  pale 
blue/wide  vivid  blue  stripe.  Dark  green, 
wavy,  scalloped.  Standard 
*CANDY  PINK  (8133)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  hot  pink  ruffled  star. 
Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  cream, 
quilted,  serrated /red  back.  Standard 
CHERUB'S  SMILE  (D.  Ness)  Semidouble 
vivid  fuchsia-red  two-tone/darker  eye, 
sparkle  edge.  Dark  green,  spooned/red 
back.  Semiminiature 
CORAL  DREAM  (D.  Ness)  Semidouble 
bright  coral  ruffled  pansy /variable  lighter 
fantasy.  Medium  green,  serrated.  Standard 
CORAL  LUSTER  (D.  Ness)  Semidouble 
coral  frilled  pansy.  Dark  green,  quilted, 
scalloped.  Standard 


*CORAL  SUNSET  (8134)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  coral  pansy.  Variegated  dark 
green,  cream,  tan  and  pink,  plain,  scal¬ 
loped/red  back.  Large 
*CRANBERRYSWIRL(8135)  1/19/95  (D. 
Ness)  Double  white  star /variable  fuch¬ 
sia  edge.  Variegated  green  and  cream, 
plain,  pointed.  Sucker  propagation. 
Semiminiature 

^CRINKLE  BLUE  (8136)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Double  dark  blue  star/ thin  white  edge. 
Dark  green,  quilted,  serrated/red  back. 

Semiminiature 

^DANCING  EYES  (8137)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble-double  medium  blue 
pansy/pink  fantasy.  Variegated  dark 
green,  pink  and  cream,  heart-shaped,  scal¬ 
loped/red  back.  Standard 
DANCING  RED  (D.  Ness)  Single  red  ruffled 
sticktite  star.  Dark  green,  pointed,  scal¬ 
loped.  Small  standard 
DREAMGLO  (D.  Ness)  Mauve  two-tone 
star /rays.  Variegated  green  and  white. 
Semiminiature 

^FOREVER  BLUE  (8138)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  light  blue  star /white  edge. 
Dark  green,  wavy,  serrated/red  back. 

Standard 

FROSTY  ETCHINGS  (D.  Ness)  Semidouble 
fuchsia  pansy /mauve  shading,  darker  fan¬ 
tasy.  Medium  green,  scalloped. 
Semiminiature 

*GLITTERLACE  (8139)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  fuchsia  ruffled  pansy/dark¬ 
er  sparkle  edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  scal¬ 
loped/red  back.  Standard 
GOLD  DUST  (D.  Ness)  Double  white /yel¬ 
low  eye.  Medium  green,  quilted,  scal¬ 
loped.  Small  standard 
*GRAPE  FIZZ  (8140)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Double  grape  star/white  edge.  Dark 
green,  plain,  pointed/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

KINDA  LUCKY  (D.  Ness)  Chimera  white  ruf¬ 
fled/wide  dark  fuchsia-red  stripe. 
Variegated  green  and  white. 
Semiminiature 

LACED  SATIN  (D.  Ness)  Semidouble-dou- 
ble  fuchsia  large  ruffled  pansy.  Dark 
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green,  scalloped/red  back.  Standard 
LINE  DANCER  (D.  Ness)  Semidouble  pink 
star /blue  fantasy,  green  edge.  Medium 
green,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 
♦NORTHERN  LIGHTS  (8141)  1/19/95  (D. 
Ness)  Semidouble  dark  blue  large 
star/white  edge.  Crown  variegated  medi¬ 
um  green,  cream  and  tan,  quilted,  scal¬ 
loped/red  back.  Standard 
PEPPERMINT  STICK  (D.  Ness)  Semidouble¬ 
double  chimera  white  ruffled /wide  fuch¬ 
sia-red  stripe.  Medium  green,  quilted,  wavy. 
Standard 

PINAFORE  RUFFLES  (D.  Ness)  Semidouble 
white  ruffled  large  pansy/pale  pink  eye, 
edge.  Medium  green,  scalloped.  SmaU  stan¬ 
dard 

♦PRAIRIE  STAR  (8142)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  fuchsia-red  large  ruffled 
star.  Variegated  dark  green,  cream  and 
tan,  scalloped /red  back.  Standard 
♦SASSY  LASSY  (8143)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  dark  fuchsia  large 
pansy/ smaller  top  petals,  white  edge. 
Crown  variegated  light-medium  green 
and  cream,  heart-shaped,  wavy,  scal¬ 
loped.  Standard 

♦SATIN  ROSE  (8144)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Double  rose-mauve  two-tone  star.  Dark 
green,  quilted,  scalloped/red  back. 

Semiminiature 

♦SHEER  PEACH  (8145)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble-double  peach-pink  pansy. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Semiminiature 
SHOW  BIZ  (D.  Ness)  Semidouble  dark 
mauve  pansy.  Variegated  green  and 
white.  Semiminiature 
♦SNOW  CLOUDS  (8146)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  white  large  ruffled  pansy. 
Medium  green,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 
STARDUST  GUTTER  (D.  Ness)  Semidouble 
mauve  fantasy  star/ darker  sparkle  wavy 
edge.  Dark  green,  quilted,  scalloped/red 
back.  Semiminiature 
♦VIKING  FROST  (8147)  1/19/95  (D.  Ness) 
Semidouble  white  pansy.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 
(end  of  series) 


♦NEWCOMER  (8163)  6/3/95  (G.  Durand) 
Single  medium  lavender  two-tone  star. 
Variegated  dark  green  and  pink,  heart- 
shaped,  glossy/red  back.  Standard 
♦NORTHERN  REFLECTONS  (8199)  6/9/95 
(S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  chimera  pink 
frilled  pansy/blue  stripe,  fantasy. 
Variegated  dark  green,  cream,  tan  and 
pink,  plain,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 
ON  PARADE  (K.  Stork)  Semidouble  laven¬ 
der-purple  and  white  pansy.  Light-medi¬ 
um  green.  Standard 

OPTIMARA®  series 
(Preceded  by  OPTIMARA®): 
AFFECTION  (Holtkamp)  Pink  star. 

Variegated.  Standard 
COMPASSION  (Holtkamp)  Blue  frilled. 

Variegated.  Standard 
DEVOTION  (Holtkamp)  Single  blue. 

Variegated.  Standard 
FRIENDSHIP  (Holtkamp)  Single  lilac. 

Variegated.  Standard 
HIROSHIGE  (Holtkamp)  Single  light 
blue/white  eye.  Medium  green.  Standard 
KEEPSAKE  (Holtkamp)  Lilac  star/ darker 
tips.  Variegated.  Standard 
LEONARDO  D'VINCI  (Holtkamp)  Single 
red/white  eye.  Dark  green.  Large 
LITTLE  CROW  (Holtkamp)  Semidouble 
white  and  purple  variable.  Medium  green. 
Miniature 

LITTLE  MOHAWK  (Holtkamp)  Single 
blue/white  edge.  Medium  green.  Miniature 
LITTLE  OMAHA  (Holtkamp)  Single  blue  and 
white.  Light  green.  Miniature 
LITTLE  PUEBLO  (Holtkamp)  Double  lilac. 

Medium  green.  Miniature 
LONDON  (Holtkamp)  Blue  star.  Medium 
green.  Large 

MADRID  (Holtkamp)  Burgundy  star.  Dark 
green.  Large 

MEXICO  CITY  (Holtkamp)  Blue  wavy  star. 
Dark  green.  Large 

MICHELANGELO  (Holtkamp)  Single 
blue/white  eye.  Dark  green.  Large 
MICHIKO  (Holtkamp)  Single  light  blue/white 
overlay.  Medium  green.  Standard 
MONET  (Holtkamp)  Single  blue /white 
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edge.  Dark  green.  Standard 
PICASSO  (Holtkamp)  Single  pink/purple 
fantasy.  Medium  green.  Large 
REMBRANDT  (Holtkamp)  Single  pink 
star/blue  fantasy.  Medium  green.  Large 
MO  (Holtkamp)  Single  lilac  star/ darker  eye. 

Medium  green.  Large 
SATURN  (Holtkamp)  Blue  star.  Dark  green. 
Large 

TRADITION  (Holtkamp)  Single  pink. 

Variegated.  Standard 
VAN  GOGH  (Holtkamp)  Single.  Dark  green. 

Standard 
(end  of  series) 

ORCHTO  MAGIC  (J.  Eyerdom)  Semidouble 
purple-orchid /wide  white  edge.  Dark 
olive  green,  plain.  Standard 
OUI  FLASH  (B.  Elkin)  Single  white 
pansy /red  flecked  eye.  Variegated  medi¬ 
um  green.  Miniature  trailer 
OUI  LOVE  (B.  Elkin)  Single  pink  shaded 
bell/lighter  edge.  Medium  green.  Mniature 
trailer 

OUI  PATT  (B.  EUdn)  Single  orchid-blue/pur- 
ple  fantasy.  Dark  green.  Miniature  trail¬ 
er 

*OUT  OF  AFRICA  (8107)  10/1/94  (J. 
Lalanne)  Double  white  star. Dark  green, 
ovate,  qullted/red  back.  Standard 
PAINTED  LADY  (J.  Eyerdom)  Double  light 
pink  fantasy/red  edge.  Dark  green,  plain. 
Standard 

PARTY  FRILLS  (H.  Pittman)  Double 
creamy- white  frilled.  Variegated  dark 
green  and  white,  wavy.  Semiminiature 
*PASTEL  SUMMER  (8261)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Single  medium  lavender -blue 
sticktite  frilled  star/darker  edge.  Variegated 
medlmn  green  and  white,  plain,  ovate/red 
back.  Standard 

PEN  'N'  INK  (K.  Stork)  Single-semidouble 
white  large  pansy/ dark  violet-blue  edge. 
Light-medium  green.  Standard 
=^PERFECT  ANGEL  (8262)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  light  pink  frilled 
star/blue  fantasy.  Dark  green,  ovate, 
quilted,  wavy.  Standard 
PERSIAN  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  light 


pink  pansy /blue  fantasy.  Dark  green. 
Semiminiature 

WRSI^  DOIJL  (8263)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semldouble-double  white  pansy /vari¬ 
able  red-purple  mottling.  Medium  green, 
plain,  ovate.  Semiminiature 
WRSIAN  LACE  (8264)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  white  frilled  pansy /pale  blue- 
blushed  lower  petals,  light  blue-veined  top 
petals.  Dark  green,  plain,  wavy,  serrat- 
ed/red  back.  Semiminiature 
^PERSIAN  LULLABY  (8265)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  pale  blue  two-tone 
pansy.  Medium  green,  plain,  ovate,  scal¬ 
loped  girl  foliage.  Miniature 
^PERSIAN  PRINCE  (8266)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  medium  blue  pansy. 
Medium  green,  ovate,  scalloped  girl 
foliage.  Miniature 

PERSUASIVE  PINK  (S.  Sorano)  Single¬ 
semidouble  pink  pansy.  Variegated  medi¬ 
um  green  and  white.  Semiminiature 

PINK  DIAMONDS  (S.  Sorano)  Double  Ught 
pink  pansy/darker  fantasy.  Medium 
green.  Semiminiature 
*PINK  DOVE  (8267)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  pink  pansy.  Variegated  dark 
green,  white  and  pink,  plain,  pointed/red 
back.  Miniature 

PTOK  FUCIffiR  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  pink 
star/lighter  fantasy.  Medium-dark  green. 
Standard 

PINK  FROSTING  (Volkmann)  Medium 
pink  frilled  star/green  edge.  Dark  green, 
plain.  Standard 

PINK  PARFAIT  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble  vivid 
pink  large/white  ruffled  edge.  Dark 
green.  Standard 

*PINK  PARTY  DRESS  (8268)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  medium  pink  frilled 
pansy/ darker  eye.  Dark  green,  plain, 
wavy/red  back.  Standard 

PINK  PUSSYCAT  (S.  Sorano)  Single  light 
pink  sticktite  pansy.  Variegated  medium 
green,  cream  and  white.  Semiminiature 
*PINK  QUILT  (8269)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  pink  frilled  star.  Variegated 
dark  green  and  pink,  ovate,  quilted, 
scalloped.  Standard 
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PINK  VICTORIA  (Volkmann)  Semidouble 
medium  pink  star.  Dark  green,  plain. 
Standard 

*PIXIE  EYES  (8270)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano] 
Single  blue  bell.  Variegated  dark  green  and 
white,  plain,  pointed.  Miniature  trailer 
*PIXIE  STARDUST  (8271)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  pale  blue  pansy. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  plain,  point¬ 
ed.  Semiminiature 

*PIXIE  STORM  (8272)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  dark  blue  pansy.  Variegated 
green  and  white,  plain,  ovate/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

^PLAYFUL  RAINBOW  (8273)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  pink  star/blue  and 
rose  fantasy,  rose-fuchsia  edge.  Medium 
green,  plain,  quilted.  Standard 
*POLAR  BEAR  (8274)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  white  star.  Medium  green,  plain, 
ovate.  Standard 

PORCELAIN  DOLL  (S.  Sorano)  Double 
pale  lavender  star.  Medium  green. 
Semiminiature 

PURE  *N'  INNOCENT  (S.  Sorano)  Double 
white  pansy.  Variegated  dark  green  and 
white.  Semiminiature 
*PURME  HEART  (8164)  6/3/95  (G.  Durand) 
Single  dark  purple  star.  Dark  green, 
ovate,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 
PURPLE  MYSTERY  (J.  Swift)  Double  pur¬ 
ple  frilled.  Medium  green.  Standard 
PURPLE  SPARKLE  (Volkmann)  Dark  pur¬ 
ple  ruffled.  Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
PURPLE  SUEDE  (J.  Swift)  Semidouble 
medium  purple  frilled  large  star/ thin 
white  edge.  Medium  green.  Standard 
tgUIET  CONFESSIONS  (B.  Elkin)  Single¬ 
semidouble  fuchsia-red  star/light  pink 
band,  white  edge.  Medium  green.  Standard 
QUIET  LOVE  (B.  Elkin)  Semidouble  fuch¬ 
sia  shaded/dark  orchid  band,  pink  edge. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
QUIET  MUSIC  (B.  Elkin)  Double  plum 
purple/darker  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain.  Standard 

QUTOT  FUSION  (B.  Elkin)  Double  magen¬ 
ta  to  purple  shaded/blue-green  frilled  edge. 
Medium  green,  quilted.  Standard 


QUIET  STATEMENT  (B.  Elkin)  Dark  pur- 
ple/green-white  edge.  Medium  green. 
Standard 

QODET  VICTORY  (B.  Elkin)  Double  red-vio- 
let/white  edge.  Medium  green.  Standard 
RAMBLIN'  CREAM  PIE  (E.  Champion) 
Semidouble  pale  pink  star.  Crown  var¬ 
iegated  medium  green  and  white.  Standard 
trailer 

RAMBLIN'  FIREDANCE  (E.  Champion) 
Double  pink.  Crown  variegated  green 
and  white.  Standard  trailer 
RAMBLIN'  MAYTIME  (E.  Champion) 
Semidouble  pink/darker  eye.  Crown 
variegated  medium  green  and  white. 
Standard  trailer 

RAMBLIN'  RIGHT  ALONG  (E.  Champion) 
Double  light  pink/ darker  eye.  Variegated 
green  and  pink.  Standard  trailer 
RAMBLIN'  SHOW  STOPreR  (E.  Champion) 
Double  pink  large.  Variegated.  Standard 
trailer 

RARE  ONE  (J.  Swift)  Double  magenta 
large/white  edge.  Medium  green.  Standard 
RASPBERRY  CHARM  STRffE  (J.  Eyerdom) 
Double  chimera  pink-orchid/blue  stripe, 
fantasy,  red  sparkle  edge.  Dark  green, 
plain.  Standard 

RASPBERRY  GLO  STRIPE  (J.  Eyerdom) 
Double  chimera  pink  fantasy /blue  stripe, 
raspberry  edge.  Standard 
RASPBERRY  PIXIE  (J.  Eyerdom)  Double 
bright  pink/red  sparkle  edge.  Light  green, 
plain.  Standard 

^REBEL’S  FLAMING  STAR  (8125)  12/8/94 
(R.  Barm)  Semidouble  magenta  red  large 
frilled  star.  Medium  green,  pointed,  quilt¬ 
ed,  glossy,  serrated.  Large 
*REBEL'S  MIDNIGHT  MAUVE  (8127) 
12/19/94  (R.  Bann)  Semidouble  laven¬ 
der-violet  two-tone  large  ruffled  star/ dark¬ 
er  edge.  Variegated  black-green,  tan  and 
gray,  pointed,  glossy/ red  back.  Standard 
^REBEL'S  PEACHY  FRILLS  (8126)  12/8/94 
(R.  Bann)  Semidouble  pale  pink  large 
ruffled  star/thin  peach  edge.  Dark  green, 
ovate,  quilted,  glossy,  wavy,  serrated/red 
back.  Large 

^REBEL'S  WHITE  ARROW  (8 128)  12/19/94 
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(R.  Bann)  Semidouble  white  large  ruffled 
star.  Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  quilt¬ 
ed,  glossy,  serrated.  Standard 
*RED  RSBONS  (8275)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  chimera  white  ruffled 
pansy/red  stripe.  Medium  green,  plain, 
ovate.  Standard 

*RED  ROBE  (8200)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  red  pansy /variable  white 
fleeked  edge.  Dark  green,  ovate,  quilted/red 
back.  Large 

RHAPSODIE®  series 
(Preceded  by  RHAPSODIE®): 
CLEMENTINE  (Holtkamp)  Light  blue  star. 
Dark  green.  Large 

EDITH  (Holtkamp)  Single  pink/darker 
eye.  Dark  green.  Standard 
ERIKA  (Holtkamp)  Single  pink  two-tone. 

Dark  green.  Standard 
HOLLY  (Holtkamp)  Single  blue.  Medium 
green.  Small  standard 
ILONA  (Holtkamp)  Single  pink/red  eye. 

Medium  green.  Standard 
JENNIE  (Holtkamp)  Single  white  and  blue 
frilled.  Medium  green.  Standard 
JOANN  (Holtkamp)  Single  pink.  Medium 
green.  Standard 

KATJA  (Holtkamp)  Single  light  blue. 

Medium  green.  Standard 
NATALI  (Holtkamp)  Blue  star/ silver  edge. 

Medium  green.  Standard 
NATASHA  (Holtkamp)  Single  dark  bur¬ 
gundy/white  edge.  Medium  green. 
Standard 

M^BE^CA  (Holtkamp)  Single  blue.  Medium 
green.  Large 

ROSALffi  (Holtkamp)  Single  pink/white  eye. 

Medium  green.  Standard 
STEPHANIE  (Holtkamp)  Single  blue. 

Medium  green.  Standard 
(end  of  series) 

*RIGOLETTO  (8212)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes) 
Double  dark  blue.  Dark  green,  plain, 
quilted.  Miniature 

ROB'S  series  (Preceded  by  ROB'S); 
*BOO  HOO  (8167)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 


Semidouble  dark  blue-purple  sticktite 
pansy.  Dark  green,  pointed/red  back. 

Semiminiature 

’"BRIAR  PATCH  (8168)  6/5/95  (R  Robinson) 
Double  dark  purple  ruffled  sticktite. 
Dark  green,  pebbled,  glossy,  serrat¬ 
ed/red  back.  Semiminiature 
^CALYPSO  BEAT  (8169)  6/5/95  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  bright  pink  stick¬ 
tite  pansy /blue  fantasy.  Medium-dark 
green,  pointed /red  back.  Semiminiature 
CATERPILLAR  (R.  Robinson)  Semidouble 
white/pink  eye,  green  edge.  Variegated 
green  and  white.  Semiminiature 
*CHOO  CHOO  (8170)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  white  sticktite  pansy/ red 
edge.  Medium  green,  glossy.  Miniature 
*CLOUDY  SKIES  (8171)  6/5/95  (R. 
Robinson)  Double  white  and  blue  stick¬ 
tite  star.  Medium  green,  pointed.  Miniature 
*COTTON  BALL  (8172)  6/5/95  (R  Robinson) 
Double  white  sticktite/blue-tinged  eye, 
variable  green  on  outer  petals.  Medium 
green,  pointed,  quilted,  hairy,  serrated. 
Semiminiature 

*tDOOfflCKEY  (7884)  6/2/93  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  medium  mauve  sticktite 
pansy.  Olive  green,  plain.  Miniature 
*FE  FI  (8173)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson)  Single 
chimera  white  star/ pink  and  blue  fantasy 
stripe.  Medium  green,  pointed.  Miniature 
*FO  FUM  (8174)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Single  chimera  white  sticktite  star/blue 
stripe.  Medium  green,  pointed,  l&uature 
GUM5AROO  (R  Robinson)  Double  light  blue. 

Semiminiature  trailer 
*HIPPITY  HOP  (8175)  6/5/95  (R  Robinson) 
Semidouble  medium  orchid-blue  stick¬ 
tite  ruffled  pansy /wide  dark  purple  edge. 
Dark  green,  quilted,  serrated /red  back. 
Semiminiature 

*JINDALEE  (8176)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Double  medium-dark  blue  sticktite 
pansy /variable  white  mottled  tips.  Medium 
green,  pointed,  serrated.  Semiminiature 

trailer 

*PENNY  A^JTE  (8177)  6/5/95  (R  Robinson) 
Semidouble  white  sticktite  pansy/ dark 
blue-purple  eye.  Medium  green,  pointed. 
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glossy.  Miniature 

^PERFECT  PEACH  (8178)  6/5/95  (R. 
Robinson)  Double  dark  peach-pink  stick- 
tite  pansy.  Dark  green,  pointed,  quilted/red 
back.  Semiminiature 
*PINK  PUFF  (8179)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Double  medium  pink  sticktite  frilled 
pansy.  Dark  green,  serrated/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

*SCOOTER  (8180)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  medium  blue-purple  stick¬ 
tite  pansy.  Dark  green,  pointed/red  back. 

Semiminiature 

*WILLAWONG  (8181)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  bright  pink  sticktite  pansy. 
Medium  green,  pointed.  Semiminiature 
trailer 

*WILLY  NILLY  (8182)  6/5/95  (R.  Robinson) 
Double  blush  white  sticktite  pansy. 
Medium  green,  serrated.  Miniature 
(end  of  series) 

ROSE  VICTORIA  (Volkmann)  Double  rose- 
pink.  Dark  green,  round,  quilted.  Standard 
*ROSIE  RUFFLES  (8115)  11/15/94  (D. 
Harrington)  Single-semidouble  light  fuch¬ 
sia  star/light  ruffled  edge.  Medium  green, 
heart-shaped,  quilted,  hairy,  wavy. 
Standard 

ROWDY  RAY  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
rose/fuchsia  fantasy.  Variegated  green  and 
white,  plain.  Semiminiature 
ROYAL  FLAIR  (S.  Sorano)  Single  dark 
blue  sticktite  pansy/dark  lavender-pink 
band,  white  edge.  Dark  green.  Standard 
*ROYAL  FLAIR  (8201)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  purple-blue  fnlled  pansy/dark 
rose-lavender  band,  variable  white  edge. 
Dark  green,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
*SAINT  PAUL  (8129)  12/26/94  (D. 
Harrington)  Single  orchid  sticktite 
pansy /wine  top  petals  and  shading,  thin 
white  ruffled  edge.  Medium-dark  green, 
heart-shaped,  quilted,  serrated/red  back. 
Standard 

SASSY  FLASH  (B.  Elkin)  Single-semi- 
double  dark  fuchsia-orchld/purple  fan¬ 
tasy,  white  edge.  Medium  green.  Standard 
SATIN  DANCER  (S.  Sorano)  Single-semi¬ 


double  blue  frilled  large  star.  Dark  green. 

Standard 

SEA  CORAL  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  coral 
large  frilled  star.  Variegated  dark  green, 
white  and  pink,  wavy.  Standard 

SHOW  BIZ  (Volkmann)  White  star/ orchid 
ruffled  edge.  Medium  green,  quilted. 
Standard 

*SELK  TAFFETA  (8165)  6/3/95  (G.  Durand) 
Single  rose-coral  star.  Dark  green, 
ovate/red  back.  Standard 
*SILVER  'N'  GOLD  (8276)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  white  frilled  star/yel- 
low  mottling.  Medium  green,  quilted, 
wavy.  Standard 

SILVER  CLOUD  (J.  Eyerdom)  Semidouble 
white  pansy/pink  and  blue  fantasy. 
Dark  olive  green,  wavy.  Standard 
^SILVER  SURF  (8277)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  star/blue  mottled 
edge.  Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  quilt¬ 
ed.  Standard 

SINCERELY  (Volkmann)  Blue  large  star/thin 
white  edge.  Dark  green.  Standard 

SISTER  SYLVIA  (F.  Wagman)  Semidouble 
chimera  red/white  stripe.  Dark  green. 
Semiminiature 

*SKETCH  ARTIST  (8278)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Double  chimera  pink  frilled 
star/blue  stripe,  fanta^.  Dark  green,  plain, 
ovate/red  back.  Standard 
*SLOW  DANCIN’  (8279)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  light  lavender-blue 
pansy /white  feathered  edge.  Dark  green, 
plain/red  back.  Semiminiature 
*SMOKEY  ECHOES  (8280)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Single  white  sticktite  star/ pur¬ 
ple  two-tone  marking.  Medium  green, 
plain,  ovate.  Standard 
*SMOKEY  EMERALD  (8202)  6/9/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  lavender  star/wide 
green  edge.  Variegated  dark  green  and 
white,  plain,  pointed,  quilted /red  back. 
Standard 

SOCKEYE  (K.  Stork)  Semidouble-double 
coral  pink  pansy/red  sparkle,  variable  thin 
white  edge.  Plain.  Standard 

SOLAR  ECLIPSE  (K.  Stork)  Semidouble 
black-purple  star/thin  white  edge. 
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Variegated  medium  green  and  cream. 

Standard 

SPARKS  FLY  (S.  Sorano)  Single-semi¬ 
double  dark  coral  ruffled  star/purple 
fantasy.  Variegated  green  and  white. 

Standard 

SPIN  OUT  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble  rose. 
Variegated  dark  green  and  white. 
Semiminiature 

*STAR  SAPPHIRE  (8166)  6/3/95  (G. 
Durand)  Single  medium  blue  two-tone 
star/darker  rays.  Dark  green,  ovate, 
serrated/red  back.  Standard 
STEPPING  OUT  (Volkmann)  Single 
white /wide  purple  edge.  Plain.  Standard 
STORMY  SANDY  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
raspberry  fantasy /darker  edge.  Variegated 
green  and  white.  Semiminiature 
STRAWBERRY  SHAKE  (K.  Stork) 
Semidouble  pink  star /variable  rose  shad¬ 
ing.  Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
SUGAR  FRILLS  (H.  Pittman)  Double  cream- 
white/rose  edge.  Variegated  medium 
green  and  white.  Semiminiature 
SUGAR  LOVE  fVolkmann)  Medium  pink 
large  star /white  edge.  Dark  green,  quilt¬ 
ed.  Standard 

^SUMMER  CORAL  (8203)  6/9/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Single  coral  sticktite  frilled  star. 
Medium  green,  plain,  pointed.  Standard 
SUNLIT  VELVET  (S.  Sorano)  Single-semi¬ 
double  dark  pink-rose  to  fuchsia  shad¬ 
ed  frilled  star.  Dark  green,  quilted, 
wavy/red  back.  Standard 
SWEEiT  CHERUB  (S.  Sorano)  Double  rose- 
pink  star.  Variegated  dark  green,  white 
and  variable  pink,  ovate,  serrated. 
Semiminiature 

SWEET  THING  (S.  Sorano)  Double  light  pink 
star.  Variegated  dark  green  and  white, 
wavy.  Miniature 

SWEETER  THAN  WINE  (E.  Champion) 
Double  wine  mottled.  Variegated.  Standard 
SWING  KID  (S.  Sorano)  Single-semidou- 
ble  light  red-lavender  pansy/ orchid  on  top 
petals.  Variegated  medium-dark  green, 
cream,  white  and  rose.  Miniature 

♦SYLVIA  SAALMANS  (8290)  7/30/95  (J. 
Brownlie)  Semidouble  lavender-purple  two- 


tone  pansy.  Variegated  green  and  white, 
pointed.  Semiminiature 
♦TAFFETA  PETTICOATS  (8281)  7/28/95 
(S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  pink  star /white 
edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
TEEN  GLOW  (H.  Pittman)  Double  dark 
red  frilled  beU/thin  white  edge.  Variegated 
dark  green  and  white.  Miniature 
TEEN  QUEEN  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
pink/raspbeny  fantasy.  Variegated  green 
and  white.  Miniature 
TEXAS  FIESTA  (H.  Pittman)  Semidouble 
pink/dark  rose  fantasy.  Variegated  green 
and  white.  Semiminiature 
♦THANKS  ALYCE  (8130)  12/30/94  (J. 
Boyer)  Single  chimera  pink  ruffled /pur¬ 
ple  stripe,  fantasy.  Dark  green,  quilted, 
glossy.  Standard 

TINKER  BELLS  (H.  Pittman)  Double  pink 
ruffled  bell.  Variegated  green  and  white. 

Semiminiature 

♦TINY  TONI  (8213)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes) 
Double  white  frilled.  Light  green,  plain, 
quilted,  glossy,  wavy.  Miniature 
TOM  LAWSON  (J.  Swift)  Double  pur¬ 
ple/white  ruffled  edge.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  ruffled.  Standard 
TOMORROWS  GOLIATH  (J.  Smith)  Double 
fuchsia  large  frilled  pansy/lighter  shad¬ 
ed  edge.  Medium  green,  quilted,  scalloped. 
Large 

TOMORROWS  STAINED  GLASS  (J.  Smith) 
Double  blue  pansy /raspberry-red  fantasy. 
Medium-dark  green,  scalloped.  Small 
standard 

TOMORROWS  STARLIGHT  (J.  Smith) 
Single- semidouble  light  to  medium  pink 
variable  star/raspbeny  edge.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Standard 
TOMORROWS  SUNRISE  (J.  Smith)  Double 
white  pansy /yellow-blush  eye,  raspber¬ 
ry  veining,  thin  white  ruffled  edge.  Dark 
green,  serrated.  Standard 
TOMORROWS  TEASER  (J.  Smith)  Double 
light  blue  large  star/ thin  raspberry-red 
frilled  edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilt¬ 
ed.  Standard 

TOPS  (J.  Swift)  Double  fuchsia.  Dark 
green.  Standard 
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^TRACES  (8282)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Single-semidouble  pink  sticktite 
pansy/blue  fantasy.  Variegated  green, 
cream  and  pink,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
TRIOTCET  BLUES  (E.  Champion)  Double 
blue  and  white  shaded.  Variegated  green 
and  pink.  Semiminiature 
TRINKET  COLORAMA  (E.  Champion) 
Double  lavender/darker  edge.  Variegated 
green  and  pink.  Semiminiature 
TRINKET  O'  PINK  (E.  Champion)  Double 
bright  pink.  Variegated  green  and  tan/red 
back.  Semiminiature 
TRINl^T  SUMl^R  SKIES  (E.  Champion) 
Double  dark  blue.  Variegated  green  and 
yellow.  Semiminiature 
♦TROPIC  HEAT  (8284)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  red  star.  Medium  green, 
plain,  ovate/red  back.  Standard 
♦TROPICAL  ROSE  (8283)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  pink  frilled 
star/mauve  tips,  blush.  Dark  olive  green, 
quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 
TROPICAL  SHERBET  (S.  Sorano)  Single- 
semidouble  pink-coral  frilled  star/vari¬ 
able  darker  fantasy.  Dark  gfeen.  Stmidard 
♦TWIST  'N'  SHOUT  (8285)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  light  pink  pansy/ red 
frilled  edge.  Medium  green,  ovate,  quilt¬ 
ed.  Semiminiature 

♦TWO-STEP  (8286)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  frilled  pansy/light 
blue-blushed  lower  petals.  Black-green, 
plain,  pointed,  scalloped  girl  foliage. 
Semiminiature 

ULTRA  VIOLET  series  (Preceded  by 
ULTRA  VIOLET): 

BKLY  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson)  Single  dark 
blue  pansy /white  edge.  Medium  green. 
Standard 

COMET  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson)  Single 
white  star.  Medium  green.  Standard 
COSMOS  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson)  Single 
white  frilled  pansy.  Medium  green. 
Standard 

ECUFSE  (Green  Circle/Blansit)  Semidouble 
dark  red /white  ruffled  edge.  Medium 
green.  Standard 


FIREBALL  (Green  Circle/Blansit)  Single¬ 
semidouble  dark  coral-red  ruffled.  Medium 
green.  Standard 

FLASH  (Green  Circle/Blansit)  Single-semi- 
double  red  large/white  edge.  Medium 
green.  Standard 

GALAXY  (Green  Circle/Blansit)  Single 
pink  pansy /wide  white  edge.  Medium 
green.  Standard 

HALO  (Green  Circle/Blansit)  Single  pink 
pansy/raspberry  edge.  Medium  green. 

Standard 

LUMINOUS  (Green  Circle/Blansit)  Single 
pale  pink  pansy/thin  raspberry  edge. 
Medium  green.  Standard 
LUSTER  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson) 
Semidouble  pale  pink  pansy.  Medium 
green.  Standard 

MELISSA  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson)  Single 
dark  purple  ruffled  pansy.  Medium  green. 
Standard 

METEOR  (Green  Circle/Blansit)  Single 
white  pansy/dark  blue  ruffled  edge. 
Medium  green.  Standard 
MOONBEAM  (Green  Circle/Blansit) 
Semidouble  blue  pansy.  Medium  green 
girl  foliage.  Standard 
MOONDUST  (Green  Circle/Blansit)  Single 
blue  ruffled  pansy.  Medium  green. 
Standard 

MOONSHOT  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson) 
Single-semidouble  lavender  pansy. 
Medium  green  girl  foliage.  Standard 
NEBULA  (Green  Circle/Blansit)  Single 
lavender  pansy /white  edge.  Medium 
green.  Standard 

NEPTUNE  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson) 
Single  medium  pink/ darker  shading. 
Medium  green.  Standard 
ORBIT  (Green  Circle/Blansit)  Single  laven¬ 
der  pansy/darker  eye.  Medium  green. 
Standard 

PATRICIA  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson) 
Single  white  pansy/light  blue  edge. 
Medium  green.  Standard 
RADIANCE  (Green  Circle/Blansit) 
Semidouble-double  pink  ruffled  pansy. 
Medium  green  girl  foliage.  Standard 
ROYALTY  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson) 
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Double  medium  purple  frilled  pansy. 
Dark  green.  Standard 
SOLAR  (Green  Circle /Blansit)  Single  red 
ruffled  pansy.  Medium  green.  Standard 
SPARKLE  (Green  Circle /Blansit)  Single 
medium  blue  star.  Medium  green. 
Standard 

STARDUST  (Green  Circle/Blansit) 
Semidouble  pink  ruffled  pansy.  Medium 
green.  Standard 

STARLIGHT  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson) 
Single  light  blue  star/thin  white  edge. 
Medium  green.  Standard 
SUNBURST  (Green  Circle/Blansit)  Single 
white  pansy/ pink  ruffled  edge.  Medium 
green.  Standard 

SUNSPOT  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson) 
Single  light  red  ruffled  pansy/ darker 
shading.  Medium  green.  Standard 
TWINKLE  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson) 
Single  white  pansy/light  blue  edge. 
Medium  green.  Standard 
VENUS  (Green  Circle/B.  Johnson)  Double 
white  pansy/ pink  edge.  Medium  green. 
Standard 
(end  of  series) 

^VICTORIAN  ANGEL  (8287)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  rose-pink  star /wide 
lighter  edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  ovate. 

Standard 

♦VICTORIAN  JEWELS  (8288)  7/28/95  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  chimera  white  fnlled 
pansy/rose-fuchsia  stripe.  Medium  green, 
ovate,  quilted.  Standard 


♦VINTAGE  GOWN  (8204)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble-double  pink  pansy /white 
frilled  edge.  Light  green,  plain.  Standard 
♦VINTAGE  WINE  (8205)  6/9/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  wine  flilled  pansy.  Variegated 
dark  green,  pink  and  tan,  plain,  heart- 
shaped,  pointed.  Large 
VOLKMANN'S  PINK  PARFAIT  (Volkmann) 
Double  medium  pink  frilled /green  edge. 
Dark  green,  quilted.  Standard 
WANDA  COX  (J.  Swift)  Double  vivid  magen¬ 
ta.  Medium  green.  Standard 
WEDGEWOOD  WASP  (F.  Wagman)  Single 
blue  wasp.  Plain.  Semiminiature 
WHISPER  (Volkmann)  Medium  blue  large 
star /wide  white  edge.  Plain.  Standard 
WHITE  DEW  (H.  Pittman)  Double  white. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  plain. 
Semiminiature 

WKD  GRAPE  (B.  EUdn)  Single  purple/white 
edge.  Medium  green,  pointed.  Standard 
WINE  DROPS  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble¬ 
double  dark  wine  Allied  pansy.  Variegated 
dark  green,  cream  and  rose/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

♦WINTER  ICE  (8289)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  white  pansy/wide  dark  blue 
edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  plain,  heart-shaped.  Standard 
♦WISHED  BLUE  (8153)  3/18/95  (J.  Wildman) 
Single  medium  blue  sticktite  pansy/larg¬ 
er  top  petals.  Dark  green,  plain,  quilted, 
serrated /red  back.  Small  Standard 
WISHING  WELL  (K.  Stork)  Semidouble 
vivid  purple  large  star/green-white  frilled 
edge.  Medium-dark  green,  wavy.  Standard 


Notes 
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LEGEND 


Descriptions  in  this  volume  have  been  arranged  to  create  a  uniform  and  logical  sequence  for  identilying,  clas¬ 
sifying,  and  judging  plants.  The  format  follows  the  manner  in  which  the  class  for  an  entry  would  be  determined. 

BLOSSOM  DESCRIPTION  SEQUENCE 

1.  Blossom  type  (single,  semidouble,  or  double) 

2.  Chimera 

3.  Color  (e.g.,  pale  lavender,  hot  pink,  bright  red) 

a.  When  describing  chimera  color,  either  side  of  the  center  stripe  is  listed  as  the  principle  color 

b.  When  color  of  top  and  lower  petals  differ,  the  lower  petal  color  is  listed  as  the  principle  color 

4.  Two-tone  (values  of  one  hue,  not  two  different  colors) 

5.  Descriptive  adjectives  (e.g.,  large,  mottled,  variable,  sticktite,  and,  under  certain  circumstances,  ruffled, 
fringed,  or  fluted) 

6.  Shape  (e.g.,  pansy,  star,  cup,  bell,  wasp) 

7.  /  denotes  "with"  followed  by  remaining  features  listed  sequentially,  from  blossom  center  toward  edge. 

a.  Center  or  eye 

b.  Top  petals 

c.  Petal  tips 

d.  Fantasy 

e.  Band  ( if  second  color,  other  than  green,  is  present  at  edge) 

f.  Edge 

1)  color  (Note:  white  edge  is  sometimes  called  geneva  edge) 

2)  descriptive  adjective  (e.g.,  ruffled,  fringed,  fluted) 


FOLIAGE  DESCRIPTION  SEQUENCE 

1 .  Variegation  type: 

a.  Variegated  (excluding  crown  or  mosaic) 

b.  Crown  variegated 

c.  Mosaic  variegated 

2.  Color  (shade  of  green  listed  first,  if  variegated) 

3.  Shape  (e.g.,  plain,  ovate,  spooned  or  cupped,  longifolia,  heart-shaped,  pointed) 

4.  Texture  (e.g.,  glossy,  hairy,  velvety) 

5.  Surface  (e.g.,  glossy,  haiiy,  velvety) 

6.  Edge  (e.g.,  ruffled,  fluted,  holly,  wavy,  scalloped,  serrated) 

7.  /back  color  or  type  (e.g.,  /red  back,  /bustle  back) 


EXAMPLES: 

*  PLANT  NAME  (Registration  number)  Registration  date  (Hybridizer)  Double  lavender  pansy /dark 
purple  top  petals, s  green-white  fringed  edge.  Variegated  dark  green  and  white,  pebbled,  serrated. 

Semiminiature 

PLANT  NAME  (Hybridizer)  Single  chimera  light  pink  sticktite  star/ white  stripe,  edge.  Variegated 
medium  green,  pink  and  white,  plain,  glossy,  ruffled/red  back.  Standard 
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FYom  the  AVSA  Handbook 

For  Growers,  Exhibitors,  and  Judges 

AFRICAN  ¥IOLET  BLOSSOM  TYPES 

The  variety  of  colors,  shapes,  and  forms  of  the  African  violet  blossom  has  increased  over  the  years.  Some  of 
the  more  important  are  the  following; 


Bell:  Single  blossoms  with  a  bell  shape. 


Chimera:  Blossoms,  with  stripes  that  radiate  from  the  center,  pinwheel. 

Double:  Bloosoms  with  at  least  two  layers  of  petals. 

Fantasy:  Blossoms  are  splotched,  streaked  or  rayed  with  contrasting  color  or  deeper  shade  of  the 
same  color.  The  blossoms  can  be  of  any  kind  or  shape. 

Fringed:  Blossoms  have  heavily  serrated  or  fringed  outerlobes.  The  blossoms  can  be  of  any  shape. 


45 


Edged:  Blossom  can  be  any  shape.  Lobes  of  the  blossoms  are  edged  with  any  color. 

G-eneva  or  Geneva  edged;  Lobes  of  the  blossoms  are  edged  with  white. 

Multicolor:  Blossoms  with  two  or  more  colors. 

SemldeuMe:  Blossoms  that  possess  more  than  the  standard  five  lobes,  such  as  those  blossoms  with 
a  crest  or  tuft  at  the  center,  but  less  than  a  full  second  row  of  petals.  Blossoms  may  appear  single. 


Single;  Blossoms  have  five  lobes,  with  two  upper  lobes  that  are  usually  smaler  than  the  three  lower 
ones. 

Star:  Blossoms  have  five  lobes  of  about  equal  size  and  distance  from  one  another.  The  blossoms  can 
be  single,  semidouble,  or  double.  The  double  star  has  extra  layers  of  petals  but  maintains  the  star 
form. 

Two-tone:  Blossoms  having  two  or  more  shades  of  color. 


Wasp;  Blossoms  are  single  and  each  lobe  is  very  narrow. 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  FOLIAGE  TYPES 

African  violet  foliage  ranges  in  color  from  light  green  through  a  dark  mahogany  green.  Markings  on  variegated  foliage 
(in  addition  to  shades  of  green)  can  be  white,  cream,  light  yeObw,  or  msy  shades  from  light  pink  to  a  deep  wine  red.  Beside 
color,  the  shape  of  the  leaves  are  also  distinctive.  The  more  common  foliage  types  are: 


Compound,  Wasp,  Bustle,  or  Piggyback:  Leaves  are  compound  with  one  large  and  two  smaller  lobes. 

Girl:  Deeply  scalloped  leaves,  usually  rouned  or  heart-shaped  with  white  to  yellow  markings  at  the 
base  of  each  leaf.  These  markings  can  extend  to  the  leaf  blades  and  edges  of  the  leaf. 

HoUy:  Heavily  crested  leaves  with  the  leaf  edges  curled  forward  or  bent  back  with  exaggerated  wavy 
edges  resembling  holly  in  form. 

Longfolia  or  Spider:  Narrow  pointed  strap-like  leaves  with  either  plain  or  wavy  edges. 

PMn  or  Tailored:  Plain  in  texture  and  form  it  is  sometimes  known  as  standard  or  boy  type  foliage. 
Pointed:  Ends  of  the  leaves  come  to  a  definite  point. 

Quilted:  Leaves  have  distinct  raised  areas  between  the  veins.  Some  leaves  have  pie-crust  edging. 

Ruffled,  Fringed,  Wavy,  of  Fluted:  Leaves  have  serrated  or  ragged  edges. 

Spooned,  Ovate,  Cupped-up:  Leaves  are  concave  with  high  edges  like  a  spoon. 

Supreme:  Leaves  are  thick,  hairy,  and  quilted  with  strong  pencil-like  petioles. 

Variegated:  Leaves  (in  addition  to  shades  of  green)  can  be  marked  with  white,  cream,  light  yellow, 
or  rosy  shades  from  shades  from  light  pink  to  a  deep  wine  red. 

A.  Variegated  foliage:  Defines  all  variegation  other  than  two  listed  below. 

B.  Crown  variegation 

C.  Mosaic  variegation 
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Growing 

Variegated 

African  Violets 


\'T  ariegated  African  violets,  even  without 
r  flowers  can  be  quite  spectacular  in 
appearance.  The  foliage  can  be  cream,  pink, 
white,  yellow,  lavender  as  well  as  all  shades  of 
green.  After  admiring  the  foliage,  however, 
most  growers  want  a  beautiful  head  of  flowers  to 
complete  the  picture.  There  are  several  types  of 
variegation: 

1 .  Tommie  Lou  -  creamy  white  edge  to  leaf  or 
variegation  through  leaves.  Some  examples  are  La 
Golondrina,  Cinnamon  Spice  and  Red  Sleigh. 

2.  Mosaic  -  a  mosaic  pattern  covers  the  whole  leaf. 

Examples  are  Emperor  and  Lilian  jarrett. 

3.  Crown  -  a  lighter  greenish  pattern  in  the  center  leaves 
only. 

These  terms  are  not  always  used  in  violet  catalogs 
today.  Usually  the  description  merely  reads 
‘variegated  foliage’.  Most  of  the  latest  plants  seem  to 
be  Tommie  Lou  variegation  which  is  good  as  it  is 
easier  to  grow. 

Variegated  violets  grow  more  slowly  and  are  more 
sensitive  to  poor  conditions  than  all  green  varieties, 
so  they  require  more  patience.  However,  the  basics 
are  still  the  most  important: 

a)  Twelve  hours  light  daily  (insufficient  light  affects 
blooming  and  growth) 

b)  Sufficient  water 

c)  Light  aiiy  soil  with  correct  pH 

d)  Fertilizer 

Temperature 

It  has  been  established  that  temperature  is  the  major 
factor  affecting  variegated  violets.  It  affects  the 
amount  of  nitrogen  available  to  the  plant  and  thus  the 
amount  of  variegation.  This  is  because  the  nitrogen  in 
the  soil  is  made  available  to  plants  by  the  action  of 
soil  bacteria.  At  high  temperatures  soil  bacteria  are 
very  active,  but  at  low  temperatures  less  active 
bacteria  provide  little  nitrogen  for  the  plant. 

We  can  use  temperature  to  control  the  amount  of 
variegation  and  also  the  health  of  our  plants.  A 
healthy  plant  needs  enough  green  (chlorophyll)  in  the 
leaves  to  grow  and  flower.  If  it  is  too  cold,  the  amount 
of  green  is  reduced  and  the  plant  cannot  grow  -  it 
may  even  lose  all  green  color  and  eventually  die.  The 
opposite  is  also  true  -  very  high  temperatures  will 
cause  the  plant  to  lose  its  variegation  and  become  all 
green. 


by  Sue  Gardner,  Australia 

The  temperature  favored  by  most  successful 
growers  seems  to  be  7r-72°  (20°-22°C)  by  day  and 
about  57°  (14°C)  minimum  at  night.  I  find  this  can 
vary  a  little  before  real  problems  occur. 

Fertilizer 

Some  people  say  to  feed  variegated  plants  a  very 
low  nitrogen  fertilizer.  I  tried  this  and  my  plants 
became  too  variegated,  resulting  in  smaller  leaves  and 
an  unhealthy,  weak  appearance.  The  only  time  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  would  be  during  a  very  hot 
summer  period  when  the  plants  tended  to  become  all 
green.  Placing  them  in  a  cooler  position  would  be, 
however,  the  best  option.  Use  a  fertilizer  which  is  well 
balanced.  If  your  plant  becomes  too  variegated,  give  it 
a  foliar  spray  with  fish  emulsion. 

Striking  Leaves 

When  propagating  leaves  of  variegated  plants,  care 
must  be  taken  to  select  leaves  with  maximum  green 
color.  Keep  the  leaf  warm  and  when  plantlets  appear 
check  to  see  that  they  are  not  all  white.  If  they  snow 
too  much  variegation  they  will  struggle  to  survive.  To 
make  them  healthy  enough  to  survive  on  their  own, 
feeding  with  a  fairly  high  nitrogen  fertilizer  will  help. 
Use  a  weak  solution  of  fish  emulsion  or  your  own 
favorite.  Grow  your  baby  plants  as  green  as  possible 
until  they  are  a  reasonable  size,  then  use  a  more 
balanced  fertilizer  to  produce  variegation.  Remember 
however,  that  the  growth  will  be  slowed  as 
variegation  increases.  Don’t  keep  your  plant  all  green 
till  it  reaches  10  inches  in  diameter  as  green  leaves  do 
not  become  variegated. 

Selecting  Plants 

Select  variegated  varieties  which  grow  well  in  the 
area  in  which  you  live.  Plants  which  thrive  in  one 
area  grow  differently  in  another.  Ask  other  growers  to 
recommend  suitable  varieties  or  experiment  yourself. 

Flowering 

Variegated  plants  flower  well  and  can  be  grown  as 
beautiful  show  plants.  Disbud  in  the  usual  way  to 
produce  good  foliage.  Allow  nine  weeks  for  heavily 
variegated  plants  to  flower  and  eight  weeks  for  lightly 
variegated  ones. 

Remember  healthy  plants  flower  best. 

Reprinted  with  permission  oj 

The  Early  Mom  AV  Group,  Inc. 

ML  Waverly  Australia 
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As  we  sa^  in  the  Otd  South  yAlL  COME"!! 

Come  join  in  the  Friday  night  fun  as  it  starts  at  "Tara". 
Haife  a  complimentarg  picture  taken  With  RHETT 
and  SCARLETT  Before  the  hanguet.  Then  enter  the 
"GONE  WITH  THE  WINb  CHARACTER  CONTEST" 

There  Were  so  mang  characters  other  than  Rhett  and  Scarlett; 
Mammg,  Prissg,  Sueiien,  Melanie,  Ashleg,  Aunt  "Pittgpat”, 
Bonnie  Blue,  so  come  dressed  as  gour  favorite.  We'll  haVe 
mang  categories  and  prizes  to  Win.  Don't  he  like  Scarlett 
and  sag,  "Afterall-TomorroW  is  another  dag 
start  planning  noW  and  get  readg  for  a  great  night  of  fun 
on  the  "Road  to  Tara". 


If  The  Weather  Outside  Is  Frightful 
This  May  In  Atlanta  Will  Be 
Delightful!!! 


Then  start  making  your  plans  for  May 
20-25,  1996  to  come  to  the  sunny  south. 

The  hotel  is  a  unique  retreat  in  the  heart 
of  our  city.  You  can  enjoy  a  quiet  cup  of 
coffee  amongst  the  birds  and  plants  or 
follow  the  waterfall  through  the  lobby  to 
the  outside  nature  trails. 

Here  is  a  sneak  preview  of  some  of  our 
plans  to  entertain  you  while  in  Atlanta: 
stroll  through  the  Atlanta  Botanical  Garden 
featuring  the  beautiful  Dorothy  Chapman 


Fuqua  Conservatory,  see  the  football  field 
size  carving  and  laser  show  at  Stone 
Mountain  after  a  delicious  southern  supper, 
or  take  F.D.R.’s  favorite  drive  from  the  Little 
White  House  to  Callaway  Gardens.  There 
you  will  see  the  Sibley  Center,  the  Butterfly 
House  and  Victory  Garden  South. 

With  our  city  shining  in  preparation  for 
the  Olympics,  come  and  celebrate  AVSA’s 
50  Golden  Years  With  Violets. 
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Come  Celebrate  Our  Dream 


Like  its  symbol,  the  legendary  phoenix,  Atlanta, 
GA  has  been  called  “the  city  that  rebuilt  itself 
from  the  ashes.”  During  the  War  Between  the 
States,  Confederate  weapons  were  manufactured 
and  stored  in  Atlanta.  In  1864,  Union  Gen. 
William  Tecumsah  Sherman,  brought  the  war  to 
Atlanta’s  doorstep  in  a  siege  that  lasted  1 1 7 
days  until  Atlanta  surrendered.  Sherman  then 
ordered  the  city  evacuated  and  burned.  Of  the 
4,500  buildings  in  Atlanta  before  the  siege,  only 
400  survived  the  fire. 

Today,  Atlanta  is  the  hub  of  commerce  in 
the  southeastern  United  States.  When  it  became 
the  state  capitol  in  1868,  Atlanta  became  the 
symbol  of  the  New  South,  but  today,  the  city 
still  preserves  the  aura  and  traditions  of  the  Old 
South. 

For  visitors,  Atlanta  has  much  to  offer: 

The  State  Museum  of  Science  and 
Industry  -housed  in  the  capitol  building. 

Atlanta  Public  Library  -  a  ten-story 
concrete  structure  covering  a  full  downtown 
block. 

Atlanta-Fulton  County  Stadium  -  home 
of  the  Falcons  football  team  and  the  1991 
baseball  pennant  winners,  the  Atlanta  Braves. 

Atlanta  Underground  -  heart  of  the  old 
city,  now  a  subterranean  (and  street  level) 
entertainment  and  shopping  center.  Also  houses 
Humburg  Square  Street  Market,  and  Kenny’s 
Alley,  the  city’s  primary  nightclub  district. 

Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Historical 
District  -  within  walking  distance  of  each  other 
are  King’s  birthplace,  the  Ebenezer  Baptist 
Church,  and  King’s  gravesite. 

The  Atlanta  History  Center  -  houses  the 
Atlanta  History  Museum  with  fine  Civil  War 
exhibits.  On  the  22  acre  grounds  are  historic 
homes,  including  the  Tullie  Smith  House,  dating 
back  to  1840,  and  Swan  House,  a  1928  Anglo- 
Palladian  mansion. 

The  High  Museum  of  Art  -  housing 
collections  of  European  and  American  art. 


photography  and  graphics. 

The  Emory  Museum  of  Art  and 
Archaeology  -  located  at  Emory  U.,  contains 
displays  of  pre-Columbian  pottery,  prints,  and 
drawings  from  the  1 3th  century  to  the  present. 

Fernbank  Science  Center  and 
Planetarium  -  see  an  original  Apollo  space 
capsule,  observatory,  greenhouse,  and  walking 
trails  in  Fernbank  Forest. 

The  Atlanta  Botanical  Gardens  -  home 
of  the  Fuqua  Conservatory  which  replicates  a 
variety  of  habitats,  from  a  desert  to  a  rain  forest. 

Oakland  Cemetery  -  88  acres  of  Victorian 
statuary  and  burial  place  of  GONE  WITH  THE 
WIND  author,  Margaret  Mitchell. 

The  Cyclorama  -  located  in  Grant  Park.  In 
1898  a  depiction  of  the  1864  Battle  of  Atlanta 
was  acquired.  Painted  on  a  huge  cylindrical 
canvas,  additions  of  3-D  figures,  sound,  lighting 
effects,  and  a  rotating  seating  platform  have 
been  made. 

Stone  Mountain  Park  -  3,200  acre  area 
with  a  lake,  nature  trails,  paddlewheel  riverboat, 
antebellum  plantation,  and  a  skylift  to  the 
mountaintop.  On  the  side  of  Stone  Mountain  are 
carved  reliefs  of  Confederate  heroes  Robert  E. 
Lee,  Stonewall  Jackson,  and  Jefferson  Davis. 

Kennesaw  Mountain  National 
Battlefield  Park  -  in  Marietta,  25  miles  north 
of  Atlanta,  site  of  the  Battle  of  Atlanta. 

Athens,  GA  -  a  must  for  architecture  and 
Civil  War  buffs.  Home  of  the  State  Botanical 
Gardens  of  Georgia. 

Augusta,  GA  -  historic  city  (founded  in 
1735),  home  of  the  early  19th  century  Ware 
Mansion,  the  River  Walk,  Cotton  Exchange,  and 
the  Augusta  National  Golf  Club,  home  of  the 
Master’s  Golf  Tournament. 

Madison,  GA  -  the  town  that  Gen. 
Sherman  didn’t  burn.  Pre-Civil  War  homes  and 
the  restored,  first  brick  schoolhouse  in  Georgia. 

Jonesboro,  GA  -  in  the  heart  of  Gone  With 
The  Wind  country,  with  23  historical  sites. 
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FLO^R 

ARRANGEMENT 


Design  part 


I 


by  Antoinette  Breden 
Redondo  Beach,  CA 


Flower  arranging  is  a  valid  art  form  that  embodies  the 
fundamental  elements  of  design  with  a  true 
appreciation  of  design  principles.  Together  the  two 
provide  a  means  of  creative  self  expression  through  the 
flowers.  It  is  an  art  form  that  captures  feelings  and  attitudes 
in  the  language  of  nature. 

A  flower  arrangement,  like  a  piece  of  sculpture,  is  three 
dimensional  and  must  have  sense  of  organization,  rhythm, 
and  balance.  When  we  build  an  arrangement,  a  design  is 
created  which  has  an  orderly  relationship  first  between  the 
flowers  and  the  foliage,  next,  to  each  other,  and  finally,  to 
the  container  in  which  the  arrangement  is  placed. 

Basically,  there  are  two  broad  categories  of  design.  Those 
that  are  based  on  straight  lines  and  those  that  owe  their 
origin  to  curves.  Certain  styles  have  become  classic  styles  of 
arrangement— the  traditional  or  tri-linear  design  which 
reflects  Oriental  influence;  mass  arrangement  designs  that 
are  characteristic  of  the  Western  world  floral  arrangement; 
and  modern  trends  that  are  carried  out  in  many  and  various 
ways. 

One  definition  of  design  is  organizing  the  elements  (space, 
line,  form,  pattern,  texture,  and  color)  according  to  certain 
principles  (balance,  contrast,  dominance,  rhythm, 
proportion,  and  scale). 


ELEMENTS 

The  elements  of  design  “are  the  basic  building  blocks  from 
which  all  composition  are  created”.' The  final  product  is  the 
design,  but  the  elements  are  the  pieces  that  make  it  a  unified 
whole. 

The  first  element  to  consider  is  SPACE,  the  total  space  to 
be  used  within  and  outside  the  arrangement.  It  is  important 
to  select  a  container  that  is  in  proportion  to  the 
arrangement’s  total  space.  Aside  from  the  container,  space 
also  exists  inherently  in  a  plant  or  in  flowers.  Blossom  and 
leaf  size,  stem  length,  void  space  between  flowers  and 
leaves,  all  provide  their  own  space  which  must  be  considered 
in  the  whole  arrangement.  When  created  within  a  design, 
these  various  items  will  divide  the  total  space  equally  or 
unequally  and  affect  the  placement  of  the  parts  of  the  whole 
design.  Spaces  need  to  be  irregular  to  provide  a  dynamic  role 
in  modern  arrangements.  Space  will  balance  solids,  thus 
avoiding  the  monotonous  look  of  solids  balancing  solids. 
The  designated  space  (as  in  a  niche)  will  determine  the 
dimension  and  direction  of  the  arrangement. 

The  second  element  is  LINE,  the  back  bone  or  foundation 
that  gives  the  general  outline  to  the  arrangement.  Line  is 
used  both  as  a  unit  of  construction  and  as  an  expression  of 
the  art  form.  It  is  the  most  powerful  of  the  design  elements. 
Line  determines  the  main  movement  of  the  design  as  it 
creates  a  path  of  motion  which  will  take  the  eye  through  the 


structure  of  the  design.  The  structure  begins  with  the 
placement  of  the  first  line  of  material.  The  position  of  this 
line  creates  the  central  axis;  its  length,  the  height,  its  angle, 
the  direction  of  the  design.  From  the  one  main  line  all  other 
lines  take  their  relationship  to  the  whole. 

If  the  primary  line  is  upright,  straight,  and  in  the  center, 
and  other  lines  conform  to  it,  the  design  becomes  vertical  (as 
opposed  to  horizontal).  The  line  makes  a  statement,  is 
stable,  shows  action  and  evokes  interest.  The  vertical  line 
determines  the  height  of  the  arrangement.  Rules  of 
proportion  suggest  that  the  height  of  the  arrangement  should 
equal  one  and  a  half  times  the  height  and  width  of  the 
container,  while  the  width  of  the  arrangement  should  not 
exceed  the  length  of  longest  line.  Balancing  the  container  is 
controlled  by  the  length  of  the  longest  line  in  the 
arrangement. 

The  Oriental  influence  is  seen  in  the  “Rule  of  Threes” 
which  is  a  standard  guideline  for  the  use  of  line  within  a 
design.  Let  us  consider  a  simple  VERTICAL  design 
following  the  “Rule  of  Threes”. 

Establish  the  center  with  a  tall,  strong  upright  line.  The 
line  may  have  a  slight  curve  but  the  tip  of  the  stem  is 
brought  back  to  the  center  and  has  a  forward  pull  for 
balance. 

A  second  line,  a  diagonal,  two-thirds  the  length  of  the 
main  stem,  is  placed  to  appear  with  the  main  stem.  Allow  it 
to  radiate  to  the  back  of  the  first  line 
flowing  with  any  curve. 

The  last  placement  is  a  horizontal  line 
about  one-third  the  height  of  the  main 
stem.  It  appears  to  begin  as  one  with  the 
other  two  stems  and  then  takes  a  direction 
to  the  opposite  side  with  the  tip  pulling  to 
the  front.  (Figure  1 ) 

A  VERTICAL  design  is  basic  but  can 
become  complex  by  adding  supporting 
lines  to  the  three  basic  lines  (vertical,  diagonal  and 
horizontal) .  A  diagonal  line  creates  motion  and  rhythm,  and 
adds  a  dramatic  flair.  The  concept  of  width  is  created  by  the 
horizontal  line. 

We  return  to  the  rule  for  governing  the  placement  of  these 
supporting  lines  -  the  “Rule  of  Threes”.  Once  you  add  a 
secondary  placement,  a  third  placement  must  be  added  to  re¬ 
establish  the  balance  and  complete  the  dimension  of  the  line. 


VERTICAL  GROUP 

Begin  the  arrangement  with  the  tallest  and  strongest  plant 
material  in  vertical  position  to  establish  a  center  line.  Place  a 
shorter  vertical  stem  to  support  the  first  stem  -  it  will  radiate 
to  the  back  with  a  forward  pull. 

Next,  select  a  medium  strength  stem,  shorten  it  to  support 
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placement  one  and  two,  but  making  it  appear  as 
one  with  them.  Allow  it  to  radiate  forward  and 
take  its  position  in  the  curve  of  the  center  line. 
(Figure  2) 

DIAGONAL  GROUP 

The  second  grouping’s  primary  line  is  the 
longest  and  strongest  diagonal 
stem  and  is  shorter  than  the  vertical 
placement.  Add  a  second  stem,  shorter  than 
the  first  and  allow  it  to  radiate  to  the  back. 

The  third  stem,  also  angular  and  shorter,  will 
radiate  forward  and  silhouette  below  stems 
one  and  two.  This  placement  group  gives 
depth  and  width.  (Figure  3) 

HORIZONTAL  GROUP 

Select  a  small  stem  placed  to  begin  at  the  base  of  all  other 
stems  in  the  arrangement,  with  a  curve  that  allows  it  to  radiate 
to  the  back.  The  second  stem  is  the  most 
horizontal  line  and  establishes  the  forward 
dimension  to  the  other  side  of  the  container. 

Last,  the  strong,  short  stem  is  placed  in  the 
center.  This  grouping  is  the  shortest  of  the  three 
groups  in  the  design.  (Figure  4) 

The  Oriental  influence  from  the  “Rule  of 
Threes”  has  been  modified  by  our  flower 
arrangers  with  the  development  of  the 
triangular  arrangement.  The  same  directions  and  positions  are 
used  with  the  addition  of  a  focal  point  as  the  center  of  interest  at 
the  base  of  the  arrangement. 

Many  variations  of  the  triangle  are  possible:  formal  and 
informal  in  balance,  equally  tall  as  wide,  broad 
and  short,  or  tall  and  narrow.  A  variation  of 
line  arrangements  incorporating  curves  is 
found  in  crescents  and  Hogarth  curve  designs. 

Some  flower  materials  grow  with  a  simple  -  - 
curve  suitable  for  a  crescent  design.  Create  a 
strong  center  position  with  lines  radiating  to 
the  right  and  left.  (Figure  5) 


Vetical  Group  Placement  Vertical  Group  With  Diagonal 

Group  Placement 


The  Hogarth  design  is  actually  an  S  / 
curve-two  simple  curves  blended  together  \ 
with  a  focal  point.  Differing  from  the 

crescent  design,  the  lower  curve  is  placed - 

contrary  to  the  upper  curve  and  guides  the 
eyes  along  the  S  line.  (Figure  6) 

In  addition  to  space  and  line,  flower  arranging  incorporates 
FORM,  TEXTURE  AND  COLOR. 

FORM,  as  applied  to  design,  has  two  different  meanings. 
One  refers  to  form  as  the  total  organization  of  a  design, 
identifying  what  it  is.  Here  the  type  of  arrangement  may 
vary,  but  the  objective  is  identified.  The  other  definition  uses 
form  as  an  element  signifying  shape  or  structure. 

The  basic,  elemental  forms  are  the  sphere,  cube  and 
triangle  (the  simplest  design).  Form  may  be  geometrically 
precise  or  free  form  with  irregular  curving,  easy  flowing  lines 
as  random  as  water  spilled  on  a  table. 

Flowers  also  have  their  individual  forms.  A  spear  or  spike 
form  is  found  in  an  elongated  leaf  or  flower  stalk  like  flax, 
stock,  gladiola,  or  larkspur.  These  give  line,  action,  or 
lightness.  A  round  form  can  be  found  in  the  shape  of  a 
blossom  and  it  pulls  the  eye  to  the  point  of  emphasis,  the 
focal  point.  It  gives  body  and  weight  to  the  design. 
Transition  between  these  two  forms  can  be  provided  by 
small  composite  forms  that  are  logical  fillers.  The  round  form 
gives  suggestion  of  the  larger  circular  or  spherical  form. 

Variation  and  differences  in  form  give  contrast.  An 
arrangement  may  be  made  primarily  of  one  form  but  with 
another  acting  as  an  accent,  i.e.  light  to  heavy  in  weight  for 
balance. 

PATTERN  is  the  element  that  shows  the  contour  or 
silhouette  of  an  arrangement.  It  identifies  the  style  as 
traditional,  modern,  or  Oriental.  The  design  of  the  space  and 
solids,  the  line,  and  the  form  make  up  the  pattern  of  an 
arrangement. 

The  fifth  element  of  arrangement  is  TEXTURE.  This 
involves  the  structure  of  the  plant  materials,  how  the  surface 


Completed  Interpretive 
Arrangement 


Vertical  Group  and  Diagonal 
Group  With  Horizontal  Group 
Placement 
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quality  of  the  plants  feels.  A  leaf  can  be  hard  or  soft,  delicate 
and  thin,  feathery,  or  coarse  and  veined.  Texture  also 
includes  the  background  of  the  arrangement  and  the 
container  in  which  it  is  placed.  Are  they  smooth  or  rough?  Is 
the  finish  glossy,  dull,  velvety?  Using  the  texture  well  is  as 
important  as  choosing  the  right  color.  Contrasting  shiny 
against  dull,  rough  with  smooth,  can  add  interest  to  a 
design.  Texture  sets  the  tone  of  the  arrangement,  whether  it 
is  formal  or  casual. 

A  texture  combination  is  also  found  in  the  plant  material. 
African  violets  have  fine  textured  leaves  that  can  be  smooth, 
glossy,  or  dull;  and  blossoms  that  are  velvet-like  with  an 
iridescent  sheen.  Roses  have  velvety  petals  contrasted  with 
lossy  leaves,  thorns,  and  strong  smooth  stems.  The 
armony  of  design  is  affected  by  the  relationship  of  the 
texture  of  containers,  accessories  and  plant  materials. 

The  final  design  element,  COLOR,  is  the  most  compelling 
element  in  design.  It  stirs  the  emotions,  creates  interest,  and 
sets  the  mood.  It  is  not  a  constant  element,  but  is  relative  to 
the  other  factors  of  light  as  the  source  of  all  color,  the  value 
or  quality  of  lightness  and  darkness,  the  chroma  or  hue 
(intensity  or  grayness)  found  in  the  color.  Shade  and  the 
intensity  of  chroma  or  hue  can  alter  the  balance,  proportion, 
and  scale  of  a  design. 


Other  concepts  involving  color  include  the  use  of  light 
colors  at  highest  point(s)  in  the  arrangement  (warm  colors). 
Dark  and  bright  hues  look  heavier,  so  should  be  placed  at 
the  lower  part  of  design.  White  with  light  colors  intensifies 
the  color,  providing  contrast.  The  use  of  repetition  provides 
for  color  balance;  for  instance,  blending  with  color  of  the 
container.  Criteria  useful  in  selecting  colors  to  be  used  in 
arrangements  include  the  following: 

•Light  or  warm  colors  give  a  feeling  of  cheerfulness 

•Darker  or  cool  colors  create  a  soothing  or  restful 
feeling. 

•The  more  intense  the  color,  the  greater  its  pulling 
power. 

•Unequal  distribution  of  color,  with  emphasis 
somewhere  in  the  design  provides  unity. 

Summary  of  Elements.  The  elements  function  in  relation 
to  one  another.  Each  one  is  dependent  on  another  element 
for  effect.  They  are  essentially  related  components  that 
provide  a  wholeness  to  the  arrangement. 

To  be  continued.,. 

Part  H  will  appear 
in  the  Jan/Feb  *96  AVM 


In  April  of  this  year,  our  violet  world  lost 
a  very  special  person,  a  truly  unique 
hybridizer  who  has  left  behind  a  legacy  of 
violets  that  will  bring  her  to  the  minds  of 
many  for  years  to  come. 

Irene  was  born  in  Russia  in  1917  into  the  upper  class  by 
Russian  standards;  her  father  an  orthodox  priest  and  her 
mother  a  physician.  Their  superior  intelligence  was  obviously 
passed  on  to  their  child.  They  were  forced  to  flee  Russia 
during  the  Revolution,  taking  up  residence  in  Pennsylvania. 

Many  probably  do  not  know  that  Irene,  as  a  graduate  of 
New  York  University,  became  an  expert  in  photography  with 
her  own  studio  in  New  York  City.  To  this  day,  many  of  her 
air-brushing  works  can  be  viewed  in  the  Kodak  Museum  in 
Rochester,  New  York.  The  studio  was  sold  as  her  life  took  on 
another  adventure,  that  of  joining  her  husband  in  Cairo, 
Egypt,  where  he  was  a  foreign  diplomat.  Upon  return  to  the 
States,  she  studied  for  her  teacher’s  certificate  and  joined  her 
husband  teaching. 

It  was  about  this  time,  in  the  50’s,  that  she  became 
interested  in  the  hybridizing  of  African  violets.  She  was 
interested  in  variegated  foliage,  curious  as  to  why  it  turned 
so  green  in  the  warmer  climates  and  months.  She  worked  to 
create  a  more  stable  year  round  variegation.  Rather  ironical 
that  this  was  her  first  interest  and  probably  one  of  the  plants 
she  will  be  best  remembered  for  is  her  Tiger,  such  a 
spectacular  variegated  foliage  hybrid. 

I  keenly  remember  our  many  phone  conversations.  Her 
goal  was  to  be  able  to  create  more  disease-resistant  plants, 
especially  resistant  to  fungal  disease.  It  was  her  incredible 


Irene  Fredette: 


knowledge  of  hybridizing  that  led  her  to 
write  articles  for  the  AVM  and  actually 
author  a  column  on  the  subject.  She  also 
had  a  quiet,  subtle  sense  of  humor  which 
showed  only  too  well  with  a  series  of 
articles  under  a  pen  name.  They  were  indeed  humorous. 

She  was  proud  of  a  plant  tonic,  not  a  fertilizer,  that  she 
created,  produced  and  marketed  called  “Allegro”.  Many  violet 
growers  stand  by  this  as  a  reason  for  their  success  in 
growing  good  plants. 

I  talked  many  long  hours  on  the  phone  with  her.  She  was 
my  champion  when  I  wrote  the  Question  Box.  I  always  knew 
that  I  could  expect  a  call  after  the  new  AVM  was  mailed.  It 
was  sometimes  critical,  but  she  always  offered  suggestions 
and  was  very  supportive.  She  was  a  special  resource  to  me. 

She  was  a  very  private  person,  not  out  and  about  or  in  the 
public  eye.  I  actually  only  met  her  once  and  that  was  by 
chance.  She  never  attended  an  AVSA  convention.  She  did 
arrange  to  have  a  display  at  a  convention  and  even 
orchestrated  a  catered  party  at  one  convention  for  her  plant 
distributors! 

Her  health  had  not  been  good  for  many  years,  she  suffered 
from  severe  cardiac  and  respiratory  disease.  Her  dear  friend. 
Marge  Fargeot,  helped  her  over  the  past  few  years.  Marge’s 
support  allowed  her  to  keep  her  plants  and  maintain  the 
production  of  the  Allegro  plant  tonic. 

Her  suffering  has  ended,  but  her  memory  will  linger  on  for  ^ 
many  years.  Thanks  Irene,  you  served  us  well  and  we  are  so 
grateful  to  have  your  special  hybrids  to  remember  you  by. 

Nang/  G.  Hayes 
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1995  BEST  VARIETIES 


Floyd  Lawson 

1 100  W.  Huntington  Dr.,  #21 
Arcadia,  CA  91007 


More  than  700  members  of  the  AVSA 
sent  in  their  preferences  for  1,854 
different  cultivars.  It  is  obvious  that  we 
have  so  many  beautiful  new  and  old 
African  violets  that  the  choice  is  becoming 
more  difficult  each  year.  Here  are  the  24 
varieties  that  50  or  more  of  you  said  were 
your  favorites.  Since  the  list  which 


qualifies  for  50  votes  gets  smaller  ea 
year,  I  have  also  listed  those  Whith  to 
not  technically  make  the  “l^^est 
Varieties”  List,  but  which  did  ref\ie 
between  40  and  50  votes.  Thank  you 
every  one  who  took  time  to  respond,  a 
to  each  who  gave  me  addi 
encouragement  along  the  way. 


Number 
of  votes 

146 

143 

141 

141 

137 

120 

113 

102 

89 

87 

86 

80 

75 

74 

71 

68 

66 

63 

56 

56 

54 

51 

50 


Name  of  Cultivar 


Melody  Kimi 
Precious  Pink 
Happy  Cricket 
Irish  Flirt 

Granger’s  Wonderland 

Tomahawk 

Picasso 

Ode  to  Beauty 

Tiger 

Nortex’s  Snowkist  Haven 
Pixie  Blue 
Snuggles 
Mickey  Mouse 
Little  Pro 
Kiwi  Dazzle 
Optimara  Harlequin 
Splendiferous 
Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket 
lean-Pierre  Croteau 
Favorite  Child 
Ness’  Viking  Maiden 
Amazing  Grace 
Optimara  New  Mexico 


Registration  No. 


8100 

6025 

5726 

7577 

3419 

7269 

6924 

7677 

3433 

6046 

2598 

5018 

n/r 

6637 

5888 

6947 

5813 

6467 

7038 

7676 

7182 

2688 

6583 


Hybridizer 

Sunnyside/Levy 

H.  Pittman 
Hollada 

S.  Sorano 
Eyerdom 

K.  Stork 

M.  'Tremblay 
Cox/B.  Johnson 

I.  Fredette 
B.  Johnson 

L.  Lyon 
L.  Lyon 
H.  Inpijn 
H.  Pittman 
D.  Snell 
Holtkamp 
S.  Whitake 
R.  RobinsO 
D.  Croteai/, 
Cox/B.  Jo| 

D.  Ness  . 

Soults  h 
Holtkai 


49 

1 

French  Lilac 

urVk?  wr; 

2844 

J.  Swift  ^ 

48 

International 

n/r 

Cox/B.  Johnson 

45 

Wrangler’s  Dixie  Celebration 

4490 

W.  Smith 

44 

Irish  Angel 

4054 

L.  Egenites 

42 

Everdina 

5566 

Inpijn/Nadeau 

42 

Granger’s  Desert  Dawn 

4050 

Eyerdom 

42 

Ming  Blue 

5823 

Eyerdom 

42 

Windy  Day 

7719 

Stork/Boone 
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By  Mary  Pat  Weber 
Moorpark,  CA 


Rob’s 
Ooh  Lola 

Hybridizer: 
Ralph  Robinson 


If  you  have  difficulty  trying  to 
root  leaves  or  suckers  the 
following  method  may  be  for 
you.  No  need  to  hassle  with 
pots  and  starter  mixes.  Using 
recycled  plastic  containers  and  a 
paper  towel  will  produce  “babies” 
with  nearly  a  100%  success  rate. 
This  system  works  particularly  well 
when  starting  fragile  suckers  from 
minis  and  semi-minis. 

Set  a  few  layers  of  damp  paper 
toweling  in  the  bottom  of  a  clear 
plastic  bakery/deli  take  home  box  to 
create  a  miniature  terrarium.  The 
best  results  will  be  obtained  by  only 
using  paper  towels.  Do  not  use 
napkins  or  other  paper  products  as 
they  tend  to  rot.  The  paper  towel 
should  be  kept  moist  but  not  dripping 
wet.  A  minor  amount  of  condensation 
in  the  container  will  not  harm  the 
leaves  or  developing  plants. 

This  method  is  quick  and  easy, 
especially  when  faced  with  an 
unexpected  broken  leaf.  New  plants 
can  be  started  at  your  convenience, 
no  need  to  clean  your  pots  and  drag 
out  the  starter  mix.  Cut  leaf  stems 
straight  across  instead  of  cutting 
them  at  an  angle.  Prop  them  along 
the  sides  of  the  container.  Mother 
nature  will  do  the  rest. 

Leaves  and  suckers  can  be  left  to 
root  and  develop-in  this  manner 
without  any  special  care,  just  be  sure 


the  paper  towel  doesn’t  dry  out.  It 
seems  that  leaves  and  suckers  begin 
to  root  much  faster  this  way  as 
compared  with  those  planted  in  a 
conventional  starter  mix.  Since  the 
development  of  the  root  systems  can 
be  seen  through  the  clear  container, 
no  need  to  worry  if  the  leaf  or  sucker 
Is  rotting. 

After  only  a  few  weeks  the  roots 
will  spread  across  the  floor  of  the 
container  and  attach  themselves  to 
the  paper  towel.  This  does  not  pose  a 
problem  when  transplanting. 
Remove  as  much  paper  towel  as 
possible  when  placing  the  plantlets  in 
soil,  but  don’t  worry  if  you  can’t  get 
rid  of  it  all.  It  will  just  disintegrate  in 
the  soil  without  any  harmful  effects. 

If  kept  this  way,  the  only 
maintenance  required  is  to  replace  the 
paper  towels  periodically.  After  a 
period  of  time  a  mold  might  appear 
on  the  toweling  but  it  does  not  seem 
to  affect  the  plants  in  any  way. 
Simply  pull  the  plants  out,  give  the 
container  a  quick  cleaning,  and 
replace  with  a  fresh  paper  towel. 

These  plantlets  can  be  kept  this  way 
for  several  months  until  you  are 
ready  to  pot  them.  After  the  plantlets 
begin  to  form  keep  the  paper  towel 
moist  with  a  few  drops  of  fertilizer 
solution  to  provide  nutrients  for 
growth. 
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Registration  Report 


Iris  Keating 
149  Loretto  Ct. 
Claremont,  CA  91711 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid  for  two 
years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00.  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  unless 
completed  within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  then  $4.00.  Please  make  check  payable  to  AVSA. 

REGISTRATIONS 

Jean  Stokes  -  Sacramento,  CA 
‘ABIE’S  IRISH  ROSE  (8206)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes)  Double 
white/blue  eye.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted. 
Semiminiature 

‘CALIFORNIA  LIGHTNING  (8207)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes) 
Single  lavender  star.  Medium  green,  plain. 

Miniature  trailer 

‘CHICKITA  (8208)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes)  Semidouble  white 
bell/blue  edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted. 

Miniature 

‘DELTA  DOLL  (8209)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes)  Semidouble 
magenta  star/white  streak.  Light  green,  plain, 
wavy.  Semiminiature 

‘ISABELLA  (8210)  6/14/95  _(J.  Stokes)  Double 

white/medium  pink  frilled  edge.  Light  green,  plain. 
Semiminiature 

‘KINDA  CUTE  (8211)  6/14/95  (].  Stokes)  Single¬ 
semidouble  white  bell/blue  edge.  Medium  green, 
pointed,  quilted.  Miniature  trailer 
‘RIGOLETTO  (8212)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes)  Double  dark  blue. 

Dark  green,  plain,  quilted.  Miniature 
‘TINY  TONI  (8213)  6/14/95  (J.  Stokes)  Double  white 
frilled.  Light  green,  plain,  quilted,  glossy,  wavy. 
Miniature 


George  McDonald  -  Princeton,  KY 
‘MAC’S  BODACIOUS  BLUEBIRD  (8214)  6/20/95  (G. 
McDonald)  Semidouble  chimera  light  blue/white 
stripe.  Crown  variegated  medium  green  and  Yellow, 
pointed.  Semiminiature 


J.  C.  Munk  -  Houston,  TX 

‘APACHE  FREEDOM  (8215)  7/3/95  (J.  Munk)  Semidouble 
pink  to  rose  frilled  pansy/darker  top  petals. 
Variegated  dark  green,  white  and  pink,  ruffled/red 
back.  Standard 


‘APACHE  GEM  (8216)  7/3/95  (J.  Munk)  Semidouble 

lavender  wavy  pansy/darker  shading.  Variegated 
dark  green,  white  and  pink,  wavy.  Standard 
‘APACHE  HOLIDAY  (8217)  7/3/95  (J.  Munk)  Semidouble 
red  pansy.  Variegated  medium  green,  white  and 
pink,  plain,  quilted.  Standard 
‘APACHE  JUBILEE  (8218)  7/3/95  (J.  Munk)  Double 

medium  purple  large/white  wavy  edge.  Variegated 
dark  green,  white  and  pink,  frilled.  Standard 
‘APACHE  RAINMAKER  (8219)  7/3/95  (J.  Munk) 
Semidouble  white  frilled/variable  pink  tinge. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  plain,  wavy. 
Standard 

‘APACHE  ROMANCE  (8220)  7/3/95  (J.  Munk)  Semidouble 
pink  frilled  pansy/raspberry  shading.  Variegated 
medium  green,  white  and  pink,  plain.  Standard 
‘APACHE  SENSATION  (8221)  7/3/95  (J.  Munk) 

Semidouble  wine  frilled  pansy /darker  shaded  edge. 
Variegated  dark  green,  white  and  pink,  plain,  wavy. 
Standard 


John  Brownlie  -  Mississauga,  Ontario,  Canada 
‘ACA’S  CANADIAN  WONDER  (8222)  7/20/95  (J. 
Brownlie)  Semidouble  pink  two-tone  sticktite 
pansy/white  ruffled  edge.  Variegated  green  and 
white,  plain,  quilted.  Small  standard 
‘ACA’S  DAPHNE  (8223)  7/20/95  (J.  Brownlie) 

Semidouble  blue  sticktite  pansy/green  frilled  edge. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  plain,  pointed,  quilted. 
Semiminiature 

‘ACA’S  ESTHER  (8224)  7/20/95  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble 
pink  two-tone  star.  Variegated  green  and  white, 
plain.  Small  standard 

‘ACA’S  LUCKY  LADY  (8225)  7/20/95  (].  Brownlie) 

Double  pink  two-tone  frilled  sticktite/variable  green. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  plain,  quilted. 

Standard 

‘ACA’S  VASCO  (8226)  7/20/95  (J.  Brownlie)  Semidouble 
pink  sticktite  frilled  star/red  eye,  purple  fantasy. 
Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  white,  plain, 
quilted.  Standard 

‘LAKESHORE  SILVER  (8227)  7/20/95  (J.  Brownlie) 
Semidouble  pink  two-tone  sticktite  pansy. 

Variegated  green  and  white,  plain,  pointed,  serrated. 
Semiminiature 
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‘SYLVIA  SAALMANS  (8290)  7/30/95  (J.  Brownlie) 
Semidouble  lavender-purple  two-tone  pansy. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  pointed. 
Semimifliature 


Sidney  Sorano  -  Dolgeville,  NY 
‘BASHFUL  BABY  (8228)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
pale  pink  frilled  pansy/darker  eye.  Medium  green, 
ovate,  quilted.  Semiminiature 
‘BLACK  RAIN  (8229)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
dark  blue  pansy/blue-purple  fantasy.  Dark  green, 
ovate,  quilted/red  back.  Miniature 
‘BLUE  MINK  (8230)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single  dark  blue- 
lavender  sticktite  star/lavender  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain,  pointed.  Standard 

‘CHERRY  SHOWERS  (8231)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  pink  pansy/red  sparkle,  white  edge. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
•CLASSIC  ROCK  (8232)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single  pale 
lavender  sticktite  pansy /purple  eye.  Variegated 
green  and  white,  plain,  ovate.  Semiminiature 
•DESIGNER  DRESS  (8233)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  pink  frilled  star/lighter  shading,  white 
edge.  Dark  green,  heart-shaped,  pointed,  quilted, 
wavy.  Standard 

•DESIGNER  JEWELS  (8234)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Double 
pink  star/green  frilled  edge.  Variegated  green  and 
white,  plain,  pointed.  Standard 
•DRESSED  IN  PINK  (8235)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble-double  light  pink  ruffled  star/variable 
green  edge.  Dark  green,  quilted,  ruffled/red  back. 
Large 

•EAST  COAST  SUNRISE  (8236)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble-double  white  star/yellow  blush,  pink 
and  rose  shaded  edge.  Variable.  Medium  green, 
plain,  ovate,  wavy.  Standard 
•EMERALD  CITY  (8237)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single 

chimera  pale  lavender  sticktite  pansy/green  stripe. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
•ENCHANTED  APRIL  (8238)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  white  pansy/pink  band,  green  frilled 
edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  plain, 
ovate,  wavy,  serrated.  Standard 
•FESTIVE  HOLIDAY  (8239)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  white  pansy/variable  red  edge.  Mosaic 
variegated  light  green,  ovate,  quilted.  Standard 
•FROSTY  SPRING  (8240)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
white  frilled  pansy/variable  green-lavender  edge. 
Variegated  green  and  white,  plain,  ovate,  wavy, 
serrated.  Standard 

‘GOLD  COINS  (8241)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 

white  and  yellow  frilled  star.  Medium  green,  plain, 
ovate.  Semiminiature 

•GOLDEN  PLUME  (8242)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
white  star/yellow  mottling.  Variegated  medium 
green  and  white,  pointed,  quilted,  serrated. 
Standard 

•HALO’S  AGLITTER  (8243)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single 
pink  sticktite  star/red  sparkle  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain,  pointed.  Standard 


•LEMON  CREAM  (8244)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
white  frilled  star/yellow  mottling.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  wavy.  Standard 

•LEMON  DROP  (8245)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Double  yellow 
and  white  pansy.  Medium  green,  plain, 
heartshaped,  pointed,  serrated.  Semiminiature 
•LIME  TAFFY  (8246)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 

white  ruffled  pansy/variable  pink  marking  on  edge, 
green-edged  top  petals.  Variegated  green  and  white, 
plain,  ruffled.  Standard 

•LOLLIPOP  KID  (8247)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
light  orchid  pansy/dark  red-orchid  frilled  edge. 
Medium  green,  ovate,  quilted/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

•LYON’S  BLUSHING  BRIDE  (8248)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  ruffled  star/pink  eye,  rays. 
Medium  green,  plain,  quilted,  wavy.  Standard 
•LYON’S  ICE  PRINCESS  (8249)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  frilled  pansy.  Medium  green, 
plain.  Miniature 

•LYON’S  PLUM  PUDDING  (8250)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  dark  red-plum  two-tone  frilled  star. 
Medium  green,  plain,  pointed,  serrated.  Standard 
•LYON’S  RAINBOW  GEM  (8251)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  pink  star/rose-red  eye,  blue  fantasy. 
Medium  green,  plain,  quilted.  Standard 
•LYON’S  RENDEZVOUS  (8252)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  chimera  white  frilled  pansy/blue  overlay 
on  pink  stripe.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
•LYON’S  SILVER  MINK  (8253)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  pale  lavender  star/green  frilled  edge. 
Light  green,  ovate,  quilted.  Standard 
•LYON’S  SILVER  SEAS  (8254)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  white  pansy/blue  frilled  edge.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Standard 

•LYON’S  SPECTACULAR  (8255)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  large  frilled  star/blue  eye, 
shading,  edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Large 
•LYON’S  SPRING  SNOW  (8256)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  frilled  pansy/variable  pink 
marking.  Medium  green,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
‘LYON’S  TROPICAL  SUNSET  (8257)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Single  pink  sticktite  frilled  star/rose  eye.  Variegated 
green,  white,  cream  and  pink,  plain,  ovate. 
Standard 

‘LYON’S  UNPREDICTABLE  (8258)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  ruffled  pansy/rose-fuchsia  and 
purple  eye;  pink,  orchid  and  purple  fantasy. 

Variable.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted.  Standard 
‘MIDNIGHT  RASCAL  (8259)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  medium  blue  pansy/raspberry  frilled 
edge.  Medium  green,  ovate,  quilted/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

•MIDNIGHT  TWIST  (8260)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  white  pansy/purple  two-tone  frilled 
edge,  variable  purple  mottling.  Medium  green, 
ovate,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘PASTEL  SUMMER  (8261)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single 
medium  lavender-blue  sticktite  frilled  star/darter 
edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  plain, 
ovate/red  back.  Standard 
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‘PERFECT  ANGEL  (8262)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  light  pink  frilled  star/blue  fantasy.  Dark 
green,  ovate,  quilted,  wavy.  Standard 
‘PERSIAN  DOLL  (8265)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble¬ 
double  white  pansy /variable  red-purple  mottling. 
Medium  green,  plain,  ovate.  Semiminiature 
‘PERSIAN  LACE  (8264)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Double  white 
frilled  pansy/pale  blue-blushed  lower  petals,  light 
blue-veined  top  petals.  Dark  green,  plain,  wavy, 
serrated/red  back.  Semiminiature 
‘PERSIAN  LULLABY  (8265)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  pale  blue  two-tone  pansy.  Medium 
green,  plain,  ovate,  scalloped  girl  foliage.  Miniature 
‘PERSIAN  PRINCE  (8266)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  medium  blue  pansy.  Medium  green, 
ovate,  scalloped  girl  foliage.  Miniature 
‘PINK  DOVE  (8267)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  pink 
pansy.  Variegated  dark  green,  white  and  pink,  plain, 
pointed/red  back.  Miniature 
‘PINK  PARTY  DRESS  (8268)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  medium  pink  frilled  pansy/darker  eye. 
Dark  green,  plain,  wavy/red  back.  Standard 
‘PINK  QUILT  (8269)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  pink 
frilled  star.  Variegated  dark  green  and  pink,  ovate, 
quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 

‘PIXIE  EYES  (8270)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single  blue  bell. 
Variegated  dark  green  and  white,  plain,  pointed. 

Miniature  trailer 

‘PIXIE  STARDUST  (8271)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  pale  blue  pansy.  Variegated  green  and 
white,  plain,  pointed.  Semiminiature 
‘PIXIE  STORM  (8272)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Double  dark 
blue  pansy.  Variegated  green  and  white,  plain, 
ovate/red  back.  Semiminiature 
‘PLAYFUL  RAINBOW  (8273)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  pink  star/blue  and  rose  fantasy, 
rose-fuchsia  edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted. 
Standard 

‘POLAR  BEAR  (8274)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Double  white 
star.  Medium  green,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
‘RED  RIBBONS  (8275)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
chimera  white  ruffled  pansy/red  stripe.  Medium 
green,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
‘SILVER  ‘N’  GOLD  (8276)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  white  frilled  star/yellow  mottling. 
Medium  green,  quilted,  wavy.  Standard 
‘SILVER  SURF  (8277)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 

white  star/blue  mottled  edge.  Medium  green,  heart- 
shaped,  quilted.  Standard 

‘SKETCH  ARTIST  (8278)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Double 
chimera  pink  frilled  star/blue  stripe,  fantasy.  Dark 
green,  plain,  ovate/red  back.  Standard 
‘SLOW  DANCIN'  (8279)  7/28/95  .  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
light  lavender-blue  pansy /white  feathered  edge. 

Dark  green,  plain/red  back.  Semiminiature 
‘SMOKEY  ECHOES  (8280)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single 
white  sticktite  star/puiple  two-tone  marking. 

Medium  green,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
‘TAFFETA  PETTICOATS  (8281)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  pink  star/white  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain,  ovate.  Standard 

‘TRACES  (8282)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Single-semidouble 
pink  sticktite  pansy/blue  fantasy.  Variegated  green. 


cream  and  pink,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
‘TROPICAL  ROSE  (8283)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
pink  frilled  star/mauve  tips,  blush.  Dark  olive  green, 
quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 

‘TROPIC  HEAT  (8284)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble 
red  star.  Medium  green,  plain,  ovate/red  back. 

Standard 

‘TWIST  ‘N’  SHOUT  (8285)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  light  pink  pansy/red  frilled  edge. 
Medium  green,  ovate,  quilted.  Semiminiature 
‘TWO-STEP  (8286)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  white 
frilled  pansy/light  blue-blushed  lower  petals.  Black- 
green,  plain,  pointed,  scalloped  girl  foliage. 
Semiminiature 

‘VICTORIAN  ANGEL  (8287)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  rose-pink  star/wide  lighter  edge. 
Medium  green,  plain,  ovate.  Standard 
‘VICTORIAN  JEWELS  (8288)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano) 

Semidouble  chimera  white  frilled  pansy/rose-fuchsia 
stripe.  Medium  green,  ovate,  quilted.  Standard 
‘WINTER  ICE  (8289)  7/28/95  (S.  Sorano)  Double  white 
pansy /wide  dark  blue  edge.  Variegated  medium 
green  and  white,  plain,  heart-shaped.  Standard 

REGISTRATION  CHANGE 

Daphne  Snell  -  Pukekohe,  New  Zealand 

KIWI  DAZZLE  (5888)  Please  change  to  KIWI  DAZZLER 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 

Lyle  Resser  -  Geneseo,  IL 

‘Bugle  Boy 

Nancy  Johnston  -  Bakersfield,  CA 

*  Blazing  Stars  ‘  Golden  Debut  *  Grannie’s  Blue  Buttons 
‘  Song  of  Love  *  Strawberry  Girl 

J.C.  Munk  -  Houston,  TX 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name  Apache) 

‘  Bow  *  Favorite  ‘  Fire  Water  *  Games  ‘  Lightning  *  Melody 
‘  Miracle  *  Pathfinder  *  Power  ‘  Powwow  ‘  Sunshine  ‘  Valley 
‘  Wonder 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name  Rodeo) 

‘  Bubbles  ‘  Friend  ‘  Glory  ‘  Heaven  *  Jackpot  *  Line-up 
‘  Party  ‘  Payday  ‘  Polka  *  Ranch  ‘  Redhead  ‘  Roper  *  Season 

*  Stars  *  Wedding  ‘  Wildfire  ‘  Winner 

Pat  Hancock  -  West  Chester,  OH 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name  Buckeye) 

*  Beauty  ‘  Beguiling  *  Bells  ‘  Beloved  ‘  Bespattered 
‘Blame  Doris  ‘  Bouquet  ‘  Bridesmaid  ‘  Brushstrokes 
‘Bubblegum 
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Cathy  Cornibe  -  Santa  Cruz,  CA 

*  San  Mateo 

NAME  RESERVATION  RENEWALS 

Lyle  Resser  -  Geneseo,  IL 

*  Raspberry  Snow 


J.C.  Munk  -  Houston,  TX 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name  Apache) 

*  Arrowpoint  *  Brave  *  Charmer  *  Classic  *  Country  *  Creation 

*  Cutie  *  Dancer  *  Daydream  *  Dynamo  *  Face  *  Fanfare 

*  Flintrock  *  Flirt  *  Footsteps  *  Friendship  *  Halo  *  Hotshot 

*  Hunter  *  Keepsake  *  Liberty  *  Memories  *  Music  *  Paint 

*  Parade  *  Peace  *  Rainbow  *  Redcoats  *  Showoff  *  Silver 

*  Smoke  *  Sparkler  *  Special  *  Stars  *  Summer  *  Sundance 

*  Sunflower  *  Sunset  *  Superstar  *  Surprise  *  Sweetheart 

*  Treasure  *  Watercolor  *  Whisper  *  Winner 


If  you  use  too  much  fertilizer  and  too  often,  you  will  get  a  build 
up  of  salts  in  the  potting  mix  and  a  crust  will  form  on  the  surface  and 
around  the  rim  of  the  pot. 

This  build-up  of  salts  can  also  be  caused  by  incorrect  watering. 
Small  applications  of  water  that  wet  the  surface  will  cause  the  salts  to 
remain  near  the  surface.  Evaporation  will  cause  a  concentration  that 
will  interfere  with  the  plant’s  uptake  of  water  and  nutrients.  This  may 
also  damage  the  roots  and  cause  marking  of  leaves;  the  young  leaves 
may  be  browned  at  the  tips  and  around  the  edges,  giving  the 
impression  that  some  disease  is  present.  Very  often  the  first  indication 
of  excessive  fertilizer  is  a  rusty  appearance  on  the  hairs  of  the 
younger  leaves.  The  obvious  cure  is  to  reduce  the  amount  of  fertilizer 
used  and  water  when  the  surface  of  the  soil  is  diy,  applying  sufficient 
water  to  wet  all  of  the  soil  with  some  running  out  through  the 
drainage  holes  of  the  pot. 


With  wick  watering,  or  any  other  method  of  self-watering,  there 
is  no  escape  for  excess  salts.  The  potting  mix  should  be  frequently 
saturated  with  water  which  is  allowed  to  run  from  the  drainage  holes 
to  dissolve  and  flush  out  excess  salts. 

If  the  rim  of  the  pot  is  encrusted  with  salts,  leaving  a  yellowish 
scale  around  the  rim,  it  is  best  to  remove  the  plant  from  the  pot  and 
place  in  a  clean  one.  You  should  scrape  a  little  of  the  mix  from  the 
surface  and  top  up  with  fresh  potting  mix. 

The  salts  that  build  up  around  the  rim  of  the  pot  are  difficult  to 
remove  by  washing  unless  well  soaked  with  some  detergent  added 
and  even  then  may  need  to  be  scraped.  Never  re-use  pots  where  the 
salts  remain  on  the  rim  because  the  petioles  of  the  lower  leaves  will 
soon  be  burnt  through. 

Very  often  your  violet  may  succumb  to  crown  or  root  rot 
because  of  excessive  use  of  fertilizers,  especially  during  cold  weather. 
Any  fertilizer  not  used  by  a  violet  remains  in  the  potting  mix  and 
causes  problems. 

In  cold  weather,  if  your  violets  are  not  getting  enough  warmth 
and  light  to  grow  well,  they  should  require  much  less  fertilizer  than 
when  conditions  are  warmer  and  there  is  much  more  light. 

Reprinted from  the  Early  Mom 
AV  Group  Newsletter  -  Australia 


AVSA  Booster  Fund 

Bill  Lyons  •  38  Indian  Creek  Drive  •  Levittown,  PA  19057 


Hello... and  let  me  introduce  myself.  1  am  Bill  Lyons,  and 
if  you  have  been  to  the  last  few  conventions,  well.  I’m  the 
guy  with  the  white  curly  mustache.  I  am  also  your  new 
Booster  Fund  Chairman. 

As  Chairman,  I  am  asking  each  of  you  to  get  involved; 
involved  in  shaping  our  future.  Your  participation  and 
contributions,  combined  with  those  thousands  of  other 
AVSA  members,  truly  do  make  a  difference. 

Getting  involved  in  wothwhile  projects  also  passes  an 

CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM  1  JULY  -  15  AUGUST 


RE.  &  Faye  F.  Shirley,  CA  $25.00 

First  AVS  of  Spartanburg,  SC  1 5.00 

AVS  of  San  Francisco,  CA  25.00 

The  Late  Bloomers  AVC  of  Monroe,  W1  5.00 

lohn  &  Doris  Brownlie,  Ontario,  Canada  25.00 

In  fond  memory  of  a  dear  friend, 

Sylvia  Saalmans 

AVS  Yucca  Valley,  CA  25.00 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s  fee  for  Lynn  Lombard, 

CA 

Spring  Branch  AVC,  Houston,  TX  25.00 

The  Crosstown  AVC,  Madison,  W1  10.00 

Lakeshore  AVS,  Toronto,  Canada  25.00 

In  fond  memory  of  Sylvia  Saalmans,  our 


founder,  friend  and  mentor 


important  lesson  on  to  future  generations.  Teaching  others 
how  to  share  when  goals  are  reached  and  how  a  small 
effort  on  everyone’s  part  can  help  make  dreams  come 
true. 

For  us  to  enjoy  our  hobby,  our  donations  to  the  Booster 
Fund  contribute  to  a  solid  and  secure  AVSA  for 
generations  to  come.  What  a  great  way  for  you  to  say,  ‘T 
believe  in  our  future.” 


Delaware  AVS.  Wilmington,  DE  30.00 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s  fee  for  Georgene 
Alhrpphf  PA 

Windsor  AVS,  Hartford,  CT  25.00 

Pittsburg  Violet  Society,  Pittsburg,  PA  10.00 

In  fond  memory  of  Mrs.  Pat  Lubinski,  a 
charter  member  and  immediate  past  president 
Patricia  A.  Bond,  Cape  Coral,  FL  10.00 

AVSA  Beaumont  Office,  TX  55.00 

Garage  sale  -  Old,  used  (damaged  or  unusable) 
office  equipment 

Pittsburg  Violet  Society,  Pittsburg,  PA  10.00 

In  memory  of  long-time  member  Mr.  Urn 
Liston 

St.  Louis  convention  table  for  Booster  Fund  260.00 


Total:  $580.00 
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Growing  Prize  Winning 
Mini  and  Semi-mini  African 
Violets  in  a  High  Humidity 
Controlled  Environment  " 


Not  all  African  violets  like  high  humidity.  When  I  buy  a  mini 
or  semi-mini  violet,  I  take  off  a  leaf  and  start  a  new  plant  in 
a  high  humidity  condition.  I  place  the  plant  I  bought  on  an 
open  shelf  with  the  violets  that  I  know  from  experience,  do 
NOT  like  high  humidity.  Time  will  tell  what  the  violet  likes. 

Some  of  the  African  violets  that  do  NOT  like  high 
humidity  are;  Optimara  Little  Moonstone,  Rob’s  Whiz  Bang, 
Snuggles  Little  Dreamer,  and  Sugar  Bear  Blues. 

Some  African  violets  that  DO  like  high  humidity  are; 
Hortense  Pittman,  Optimara  Little  Opal,  Rob's  Firebrand, 
Rob’s  Romancer,  Love  Bug,  Optimara  Little  Seminole,  Rob’s 
Jee  Jim  and  Precious  Purple. 

I  have  found  that  semi  and  mini  trailers  start  very  well  in 
high  humidity  conditions  because  they  become  multi- 
crowned  so  much  quicker. 

In  three  years  I  have  been  in  five  judged  shows,  and  have 
won  five  Best  Miniature  awards,  three  Best  Semiminiature 
awards,  two  Best  in  Show  (with  miniatures),  as  well  as 
many  Best  in  Class.  At  two  National  Shows  I  entered 
fourteen  plants.  I  won  twelve  Blue  Ribbons,  three  Best  in 
Class,  and  one  Second  Best  in  Class. 

I  start  my  leaves  in  1  1/2"  or  2  1/8"  pots.  All  of  my  adult 
miniatures  are  kept  in  1  1/2"  or  2  1/8"  pots,  and  my  adult 
semiminiatures  are  kept  in  2  1/8"  or  2  3/8"  pots.  When 
repotting,  the  rootball  is  cut  to  keep  them  in  these  sized  pots. 
I  try  to  stay  with  the  one  third  pot  size  rule. 

I  use  a  small  tank  (five,  seven,  or  ten  gallon)  to  start  my 
leaves.  I  take  the  tank  to  my  local  glasser  and  have  him  cut 
two  pieces  of  glass,  each  one  half  of  the  width,  plus  one  half 
inch,  and  the  full  length  of  the  tank  top.  He  grinds  the  edges 
so  that  they  are  not  sharp,  (Figure  #1). 


i  do  not  use  a  light  over  the  starter  tanks,  so  I  do  not 
elevate  the  pots  in  this  tank.  (Figure  #2).  Twenty-four  2 
1/8"  pots  fit  into  a  five  gallon  tank.  I  water  the  plants  in 


these  tanks,  and  then  start  the  lid  settings,  with  two  pieces 
of  glass  on  the  same  side  of  the  tank  top.  In  this  way,  the 
pots  need  watering  every  seven  or  eight  days.  I  move  the 
top  glass,  closing  the  hole  and  changing  the  watering  time. 
If  you  close  it  even  more,  where  the  watering  schedule  will 
change  to  every  ten  or  twelve  days,  the  humidity  will  be  too 
high,  and  you  will  start  to  grow  mold  and  mildew.  I  find  that 
the  humidity  will  run  about  70-75%  at  night,  and  45-50% 
at  the  end  of  the  day. 

For  my  adult  plants,  I  use  a  twenty  or  thirty  gallon  tank.  I 
take  the  tank  to  my  local  glasser  and  have  him  cut  four 
pieces  of  glass  to  fit  the  tank  top.  (Figure  #3).  He  cuts  each 

’fenk  Top 

i  (  . I - r-  — t r — . . . 


cut  4  glass  pieces,  1/4  length  +  1/2" 

Figure  3 

of  the  four  pieces  one  fourth  of  the  tank’s  length,  plus  one 
half  inch,  and  the  full  width  to  fit.  Again,  I  have  him  grind 
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the  edges. 

To  start  the  top  glass  settings,  I  leave  one  half  inch 
opening  at  each  end  of  the  tank,  and  in  the  center.  I  then 
open  or  close  the  center  hole,  to  bring  the  plant  watering 
needs  to  every  seven  or  eight  days.  This  will  change,  as  you 
add  or  remove  plants.  You  will  find,  at  showtime,  when  all 
plants  are  in  bloom,  that  you  will  have  to  close  the  lid  more, 
and  maybe  Vi^ater  every  six  days. 

I  use  a  shop  light  over  my  adult  plant  tanks,  about  two 
inches  above  the  tank  top.  I  hang  these  on  hooks,  and  put  a 
second  hook  about  eight  inches  in  back  of  the  first  one,  and 
I  can  move  the  light  to  the  back  hook  when  Fm  working  on 
the  plants.  I  use  one  coo!  white  and  one  wide  spectrum  light 
tube.  Because  of  the  glass  between  the  lights  and  the  plants, 
the  light  must  be  bright.  I  use  different  sized  flower  pots, 
upside  down,  under  the  adult  plants,  (Figure  #4),  to  elevate 
the  plants  to  the  light. 


I  also  use  homemade  leaf  supports  to  hold  leaves  in 
position,  and  as  a  handle  to  remove  plants  from  the  tank 
without  breaking  the  leaves.  These  are  made  out  of  6"  or  7" 
Solo  plastic  plates,  I  use  a  geometry  compass  to  make  a 
center  circle,  to  fit  under  the  upper  or  lower  edges  on  the 
pots  (Figure  #5). 

Then,  I  use  heavy  duty,  curved-blade  toe  nail  scissors  to 


cut  the  inside  of  the  circle  and  a  tinsnips  to  cut  off  the 
outside  of  the  plate.  1  install  the  plate  upside  down  on  the 
pot,  with  a  rubber  band  under  the  support.  I  move  a  leaf  in 
place  and  put  in  a  pin,  with  a  little  piece  of  plastic  on  it,  in 
front  of  the  leaf  to  hold  it  in  place  and  down  to  the  support. 

When  I  take  plants  out  of  the  tank  to  water  them,  I  mist 


Upper  leaf  support 
Lower  leaf  support 


the  insides  of  the  tank  with  Benomyl  (1  teaspoon  per 
gallon) .  I  mist  the  plants  with  Benomyl  about  once  a  month 
(do  not  mist  open  flowers  with  Benomyl).  When  cleaning 
the  tank,  I  use  Lysol.  This  kills  any  mold  or  mildew. 

I  keep  my  plants  disbudded  until  showtime.  This  way,  I 
can  grow  a  perfect  plant  first,  and  then  let  it  bloom. 

1  use  a  high  nitrogen  fertilizer  (20-20-20)  at  each 
watering  to  grow  the  plant,  and  one  half  strength  fish 
emulsion  (5-1-1)  every  three  weeks.  I  then  use  a  high 
phosphorus  fertilizer  to  bloom  the  plants  (12-36-14) 
starting  1 0  weeks  before  the  show. 

Good  Luck! 


AVSA  CONVENTIONS 


Every  year,  in  a  special  city,  somewhere  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  there  is  an  excitement  in  the  air.  Not  everyone  who  lives 
in  that  city  can  feel  the  anticipation  building,  but  if  you  are  one  of 
the  fortunate  souls  to  have  been  bitten  by  African  Violet  Fever,  you 
will  recognize  the  signs  and  symptoms. 

First,  you  receive  your  copy  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine  with 
information  about  the  upcoming  AVSA  Convention.  When  they 
publish  the  entire  convention  and  show  schedule,  it  will  be  on 
colored  paper  as  a  center  insert  to  that  issue  of  the  magazine.  Your 
heart  pounds  and  your  palms  berin  to  perspire.  You  read  over  the 
schedule  of  events,  marking  what  interests  you  the  most.  You 
search  the  information  about  rooms,  meals,  topics  and  speakers. 
Now,  you  write  your  check  and  put  it  in  the  mail.  WHEW!  At  this 
point,  you  can  hardly  believe  you  are  really  going. 

Next,  if  you  hold  a  job,  you  beg  your  employer  for  that  ever-so- 
spedal  week  off  from  your  work.  It  he  (or  she)  says  no,  then  pout 
until  he  gives  in. 

During  the  many  weeks  before  the  convention,  you  read  over  the 
important  articles  telling  about  the  host  city.  The  excitement  builds. 
As  it  draws  closer  to  the  time  of  convention,  you  purchase  your 
airline  tickets,  and  begin  to  pray  that  no  one  in  your  immediate 
family  becomes  ill,  breaks  a  bone,  or  comes  up  missing,  because 
that  is  the  only  thing  that  would  keep  you  rrom  attending  the 
AVSA  Convention.  If  you  are  like  me,  you  start  packing  a  week 


ahead  of  time  so  you  won’t  forget  something  like  the  camera,  four 
rolls  of  film,  extra  panty  hose,  two  more  rolls  of  film,  your  most 
comfortable  shoes  (because  you’re  going  to  be  on  your  feet  in  the 
sales  room,  shopping  for  hours)  and  of  course,  one  more  roll  of  film 
—  just  in  case. 

The  night  before  you  are  due  to  leave,  it  is  difficult  to  sleep 
because  you  are  so  excited.  Frozen  meals  are  in  the  freezer  for  your 
family  so  they  won’t  starve;  the  laundry  is  done,  tickets  are  in  your 
purse,  money  is  tucked  away  in  a  secret  place.  Soon  you’ll  be  off 
For  one  of  the  most  exciting  weeks  of  the  year.  You  fight  the  traffic 
to  get  to  the  airport,  spend  several  hours  in  flight,  make  your  way 
to  the  host  city,  find  the  convention  hotel  and  your  room.  By  now, 
you’re  so  tired  that  you  have  a  headache  and  you’re  hungry.  But 
who  cares?  There  must  be  at  least  25  new  African  violets  that  you 
must  have  —  so  it’s  off  to  the  sales  room  ! 

Gosh,  I  can’t  wait  until  the  next  AVSA  convention  time.  See  you 
there!  The  1996  Convention  will  be  in  Atlanta  as  the  Society 
celebrates  their  fiftieth  anniversary,  and  in  1997,  our  own  African 
Violet  Council  of  Florida  will  be  the  hosts  at  the  beautiful 
Tfadewinds  Resort  and  Hotel  at  St.  Pete  Beach. 


Ifie  above  article  is  reprinted,  with  permission,  Jrom  The  Florida 
connection,  newsletter  of  the  African  Violet  Council  of  Florida. 
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Members 


The  Bemiuda  AVS  celebrated  their  20  year  Anniversary  in  June 
with  a  mini  AV  show. 


Cincinnati  AVS  show,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Penny  Wichman 
with  her  Dish  Garden  which  won  Best  Design. 


Byron  Borck  and  Ellen  Simm  with  the 
new  banner  they  designed  and  made 
for  the  Fancy  Bloomers  AVS  (CA) . 


NASA  Area  AVS  show,  Houston,  TX.  Verna  North  Central  Arkansas  AVS  Spring  Show.  Glenda  Dye, 

Lawrence,  winner  of  Best  in  Show,  winner  of  the  Best  AVSA  Collection. 

Onalee  McEwen,  2nd  Best  in  Show. 
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FORMing  Promotional  Activities 

Joyce  Stenger 
7 1 4  El  Toro  Lane 
Houston,  Texas  77062 


There  are  times  in  our  African  violet  world  between  all  the 
shows,  conventions,  and  sales  that  allow  us  to  repot  our 
plants,  regroup  our  clubs,  and  contemplate  promotional 
activities.  During  these  times,  we  should  implement  simple 
and  easy  ways  to  enhance  activities  that  promote  our 
organizations  at  all  levels.  Here  are  some  suggestions: 

LOCAL  PROMOTION 

PLANTS 

One  of  the  great  pleasures  of  growing  African  violets  and 
gesneriads  is  to  give  away  a  plant.  It  could  be  a  starter 
plant,  a  sale  left-over  item,  or  just  a  leaf.  The  recipient  could 
be  a  co-worker,  a  customer,  or  a  novice  grower.  Enjoy 
giving  a  plant  away. 

MEMBERS 

Recall  one  person  that  once  disclosed  interest  in  plants  or 
club  activities  but  because  of  circumstances  could  not 
participate.  Ask  that  person  if  the  time  is  suitable  for  them 
to  attend  a  club  meeting  as  a  guest.  Find  a  prospective 
member  to  invite  to  a  meeting. 

MAGAZINE 

Order  the  African  Violet  Magazine  (AVM)  if  you  do  not 
get  it.  Read  some  of  the  older  articles  you  missed  when  first 
published.  Order  extra  copies  of  favorite  articles.  Share  the 
AVMs. 

BINDERS 

Order  binder  covers  for  old  AVMs.  File  magazines  by  date 
to  make  it  easier  to  review  articles  when  the  need  arises. 
Mark  distinctive  articles.  File  AVMs  in  binders. 

HANDBOOK 

Order  a  handbook  with  the  up-to-date  information.  Give 
your  old  handbook  to  a  school  library  or  local  nursing 
home.  Review  the  handbook  during  a  club  lecture.  Read 
and  re-read  the  newest  handbook. 

CULTURE  FOLDERS 

For  the  next  local  show  or  sale,  give  an  inexpensive 
donation  of  culture  folders  to  be  handed  out  to  new  buyers. 
Culture  folders  make  excellent  promotional  material.  Give 
away  folders. 

NEWS  ARTICLE 

Write  two  paragraphs  with  a  photograph  about  something 
you  achieved  with  violets.  Publish  an  article  about  what 
you  did. 

HYBRIDIZING 

Ask  questions  of  a  hybridizer  on  your  two  favorite  plants. 
Check  what  makes  a  new  or  special  trait.  Try  to  hybridize  a 
new  trait. 

VOLUNTEER 

Offer  to  be  an  officer  for  one  year  at  your  local  club. 


REGIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

CORRESPOND 

Exchange  ideas,  programs,  and  activities  by  writing  to 
other  affiliate  clubs  in  your  area.  Share  with  others  via  mail. 

DISCUSSIONS 

Jot  down  a  violet  subject  that  you  aspire  to  learn  more 
about.  Research  the  subject.  Tell  other  locals  what  you 
discovered.  Share  your  research  at  an  affiliate  meeting. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

When  affiliates  have  shows  or  sales  arrange  group  trips  to 
these  popular  events.  Be  the  trend-setter  in  promoting  field 
trips. 

JUDGES 

Ask  affiliates  in  your  area  to  have  a  judging  school. 
Correspond  and  plan  the  event  with  regional  people.  The 
test  is  optional.  Share  a  judging  school  event;  share  judges 
for  shows. 

CONVENTIONS 

Discuss  regional  conventions  in  cooperation  with  other 
affiliates.  Identify  convention  assignments  then  contact 
enough  affiliates  to  fulfill  tasks.  Co-host  a  convention  in 
your  region. 

WRITE  NEWS  ARTICLES 

Create  a  hand-out  about  a  coming  event  that  is  within 
your  region.  Mail  the  hand-out  with  an  article  to  a  regional 
newsletter  about  the  event.  Write  an  article  for  a  regional 
event. 

CHAIR  A  COMMITTEE 

Write  or  call  a  regional  president.  Offer  to  chair  a 
committee  with  tasks  you  have  done  before.  Or  try 
something  new. 

NATIONAL  PARTICIPATION 

NATIONAL  AWARDS 

Provide  a  cash  award  or  special  membership  award  for  the 
national  convention.  Contribute  an  award  to  AVSA. 

AVM  QUESTION 

The  names  and  addresses  of  all  officers,  committee 
members,  and  contributing  editors  are  posted  in  the  AVM  so 
questions  can  be  answered  that  impact  readers.  Send  in 
your  question. 

LIBRARY 

The  AVSA  library  has  an  assortment  of  slides,  videos,  and 
other  items  to  aid  affiliate  members  with  programs  to 
comprehend  more  about  plants,  pests,  and  other  topics.  Use 
your  AVSA  Library. 

Continued  on  page  51 
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Committees  of  the  African 
Violet  Society  of  America 

Part  II 

Janet  T.  Riemer,  former  AVS A  Secretary 


Large,  non-profit  organizations  such  as  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  America  are  often  served  by  many  volunteers 
serving  on  committees.  AVSA  has  two  types  of  committees, 
standing  committees  which  were  enumerated  in  an  article  in 
the  luly  issue  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine,  and  special 
committees. 

Special  committees  are  created  either  for  a  limited  time 
period  or  for  a  very  specific  purpose.  Each  chairman  is 
appointed  by  the  president  and  may  be  appointed  by  a 
succeeding  president  or  replaced  by  a  new  appointee.  Each 
chairman  has  the  right  to  select  the  members  of  his/her 
committee  with  the  guidance  and  approval  of  the  president. 

Special  Committees 
(in  alphabetical  order) 

Best  Varieties  List  and  Honor  Roll  Committee  -  Each 
AVSA  member  and  each  member  of  an  affiliate  has  the 
privilege  and  the  responsibility  of  submitting  a  list  of  25 
favorite  violets  annually.  This  committee  collates  all  these 
lists  into  one,  which  is  published  in  the  African  Violet 
Magazine.  Those  varieties  appearing  on  the  published  list 
for  five  consecutive  years  are  placed  on  an  Honor  Roll. 

Booster  Fund  Committee  -  This  committee  receives  and 
acknowledges  donations  which  are  deposited  into  the 
general  treasury  to  help  defray  the  Society’s  operating 
expenses.  Committee  members  also  assist  in  the  sale  and/or 
raffle  of  donated  items  at  the  national  convention. 

Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund  Committee  -  Individual  and 
affiliate  club  donations  to  this  fund,  as  well  as  a  portion  of 
each  commercial  member’s  dues,  are  used  to  support 
academic  research.  Acknowledgement  of  all  donations  is 
done  by  this  committee.  Grants  to  conduct  research  are 
solicited  and  reviewed  by  the  Research  Committee  (a 
standing  committee)  and  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

Building  Maintenance  Fund  Committee  -  Formerly  the 
Building  Fund  Committee,  this  fund  was  begun  to  raise 
money  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  the  Society’s  business 
office.  Since  the  acquisition  of  a  building  in  Beaumont, 
Texas,  donations  to  the  fund  are  used  to  provide  necessary 
maintenance.  The  committee  acknowledges  all  donations. 


Convention  Manual  Committee  -  This  committee  is 
responsible  for  a  manual  which  explains  the  procedures 
which  should  be  followed  to  successfully  host  a  national 
convention.  The  convention  director  plays  a  major  role  on 
this  committee  which  revises  the  manual  periodically.  The 
manual  is  a  means  of  transmitting  experience  from  one 
hosting  group  to  another. 

Annual  Index  Committee  -  The  responsibility  of  this 
committee  is  to  compile  what  is  essentially  an  annual  index 
of  each  year’s  issues  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine. 
Included  in  the  index  are  authors,  a  combination  of  titles 
and  subjects,  and  titles  of  color  pictures.  The  index  usually 
appears  in  the  January  issue,  for  the  preceding  year. 

Guide  for  Affiliate  Presidents  &  AVSA  Representatives 
Committee  -  The  guide  is  a  booklet  available  from  the 
AVSA  office  for  use  by  affiliates.  The  committee  revises  the 
booklet  periodically,  when  directed  to  do  so  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

Handbook  for  Growers,  Exhibitors  and  Judges 

Committee  -  This  publication  by  the  Society  is  the  official 
manual  for  all  AVSA  affiliate  and  convention  shows.  The 
committee  revises  it  as  needed  with  guidance  from  the 
Shows  and  Judges  Chairman.  New  editions  are  published 
when  revisions  become  extensive. 

Open  Forum  Committee  -  The  open  forum  was  established 
to  provide  the  AVSA  membership  with  a  means  of 
presenting  information,  asking  questions  and  exchanging 
ideas  with  the  officers,  directors,  and  committee  chairmen  at 
convention.  It  is  held  at  a  scheduled  time  and  is  hosted  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Policies  &  Procedures  Committee  -  The  Policies  & 
Procedures  book  is  a  manual  that  guides  officers,  directors, 
and  committee  chairmen  in  operating  the  Society.  Actions 
taken  by  the  Board  of  Directors  and/or  the  Executive 
Committee  that  change  the  way  the  Society  functions  are 
incorporated  in  the  book  by  this  committee,  chaired  by  the 
Secretary.  Updating  is  done  at  least  once  a  year. 

Resolutions  Committee  -  This  committee  is  responsible  for 
the  preparation  of  courtesy  resolutions  thanking  the  convention 
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hosts,  to  be  read  into  the  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Salary  Committee  -  Composed  of  the  vice  presidents,  the 
treasurer,  and  the  finance  chairman,  this  committee  reviews 
staff  salaries  and  presents  suggestions  for  changes  to  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

Tally  Time  Committee  -  Tally  Time  is  an  annual  list  of 
show  winners  of  AVSA  Collection  Awards,  Best  in  Show,  and 
other  top  winners.  These  awards,  from  all  affiliated  clubs. 


are  reported  to  this  committee  which  collates  the  information 
and  presents  the  results  in  an  article  in  the  November  issue 
of  the  AVM. 

Ways  &  Means  Committee  -  This  committee  is  responsible 
for  researching  and  securing  African  violet  related  items  for 
sale  at  convention  and  through  the  AVSA  office.  Profits 
realized  are  deposited  in  the  general  treasury  for  use  in 
meeting  the  Society’s  operating  costs. 


Continued  from  page  49 

^TORMING  PROMOTIONAL  ACTIVITIES^' 

BEST  VARIETY  LIST 

Scrutinize  which  plants  grow  successfully  in  your 
environment.  Build  a  list  and  send  in  your  favorites  so 
others  can  learn  from  your  experience.  Avoid  growing 
those  varieties  that  are  troublesome.  Send  in  a  best  variety 
list  to  be  included  in  the  tally. 

REGISTRATION 

If  you  have  hybridized  a  popular  plant,  but  never 
registered  the  variety,  send  the  information  to  the  AVSA 
plant  registration  chairman.  Only  registered  plants  can  be 
placed  in  an  AVSA  collection  for  competition.  Register 
popular  varieties. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST 

Check  your  shelf  or  club  library.  If  there  is  no  up-to-date 
Master  Variety  List,  order  one.  When  it  arrives  look  up 
varieties  to  verify  if  these  are  growing  true  to  hybridizer’s 
description.  Verify  registered  varieties  before  growing  and 
showing. 

CONVENTION 

Devise  plans  to  attend  the  next  national  convention. 
Learn  first-hand  about  new  varieties,  commercial  products, 
and  great  growers.  Take  your  family.  Plan  to  attend  a 
national  convention. 

COMMERCIALS 

Read  advertisements  of  commercial  growers  in  your 
AVM.  Combine  an  order  for  supplies  or  plants  with  other 
affiliates.  Send  in  orders  to  the  AVM  advertisers.  Support 
AVSA  commercial  members. 

DIRECTOR  FORM 

Ask  any  current  director  how  to  fill  out  the  form  to  be 
considered  as  an  AVSA  Director.  Fill  out  the  form  and  mail 
it  in. 

Everyone  involved  in  all  of  the  above  items  are  listed  on 
the  inside  cover  of  your  AVM  under  the  title  AVSA 
Business.  Promote  your  organization  at  all  levels  during 
the  coming  year.  Mark  your  progress  on  the  following 
checklist.  Start  now. 


CHECKLIST  FOR  PROMOTIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

LOCAL  ORGANIZATION 

_ GIVE  AWAY  A  PLANT 

_  INVITE  A  PROSPECTIVE  MEMBER 

_  SHARE  A  MAGAZINE 

_  PUT  MAGAZINES  IN  BINDERS 

_  READ  OUR  HANDBOOK 

_  GIVE  OUT  CULTURE  FOLDERS 

_  PUBLISH  AN  ARTICLE 

_  TRY  HYBRIDIZING 

_  BE  AN  OFFICER 

REGIONAL  ORGANIZATION 

_  EXCHANGE  CORRESPONDENCE 

_  SHARE  RESEARCH 

_  PROMOTE  FIELD  TRIPS 

_  SHARE  A  lUDGING  SCHOOL 

_  CO-HOST  A  REGIONAL  CONVENTION 

_  WRITE  A  REGIONAL  ARTICLE 

_  CHAIR  A  REGIONAL  COMMITTEE 

NATIONAL  ORGANIZATION 

_  DONATE  AN  AVSA  AWARD 

_  SEND  IN  A  QUESTION 

_  USE  THE  AVSA  LIBRARY 

_  SEND  IN  A  BEST  VARIETY  LIST 

_  REGISTER  POPULAR  VARIETIES 

_  VERIFY  REGISTERED  SPECIMEN 

_  ATTEND  A  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

_  SUPPORT  COMMERCIAL  MEMBERS 

_  DISCOVER  HOW  TO  BE  A  DIRECTOR 
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In  Memory 


Wayne  Burton  of  Wasilla,  Alaska  passed  away  in 
January,  1995.  A  longtime  member  of  the  Last  Frontier 
AVS,  Wayne  was  a  guiding  force  in  his  club’s 
enjoyment  in  the  growing  of  African  violets  and  an 
unending  source  of  advice  and  information. 

Mabel  Bray,  of  Beaumont,  Texas,  died  in  June,  1995. 
Mabel  was  a  longtime  member  of  the  AVS  of 
Beaumont,  TX,  serving  as  president  four  times.  An 
AVSA  Judge  and  Honorary  Life  Member,  Mabel’s 
knowledge  and  eagerness  to  promote  the  African  violet 
was  boundless. 

Mrs.  Dora  Lee  Dorsey  of  Thmpa,  FL,  passed  away  in 
June,  1995.  One  of  the  early  members  of  the  AVSA, 
she  was  a  Life  Member,  Judge,  and  participant  in  the 
AVSA  Round  Robins.  Mrs.  Dorsey  was  a  founder 
and  Life  Member  of  the  Thmpa  AVS  and  held  many 
different  offices  during  her  active  years. 

Mrs.  Radna  Vetzel,  of  Thmpa,  FL,  passed  away  in 
May,  1995.  A  member  of  AVSA,  the  Thmpa  AVS,  and 
the  Ihmpa  Bay  Gesneriad  Society,  Radna  was  also  a 
Master  Flower  Judge  for  the  Florida  Federation  of 
Garden  Clubs. 

Catherine  Hicks  of  Georgia  recently  passed  away. 
Catherine  was  a  past  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer 
of  the  Tara  AVC  of  McDonough,  GA.  A  gracious  and 
loving  lady,  she  shared  her  love  of  violets  with  many. 


Stanley  Skelton,  of  Falls  Church,  VA,  passed  away 
recently.  A  well-known  grower  and  judge  in  the  early 
1960’s,  Stanley  attended  many  AVSA  Conventions 
with  his  wife,  Elinor,  vice-chairman  of  the  AVSA  Shows 
&  Judges  Committee. 


Sylvia's  Tapestry 

“I  have  a  friend  who  will  not  pass  this  way  again. 
She  has  left  behind  a  tapestry  woven  with  love. 

In  colours,  beautiful  colours,  depiaing  who  she  is. 

As  I  view  this  tapestry  I  see  the  bright  colours  of  joy. 
The  dark  colours  of  sorrow. 

The  gentle  colours  of  renewed  hope. 

And  the  golden  colours  of  love. 

I  also  see  the  complexities  of  a  woman 
Who  gave  much  thought  to  her  weaving. 

But  most  of  all,  I  see  a  tapestry  that  has  been  shared. 
Shared  generously,  as  there  is  little  left  of  this  tapestry, 
For  each  of  us  has  a  piece. 

A  piece  we  now  hold  more  dearly. 

Especially  now,  for  she  will  not  pass  this  way  again.” 

In  loving  memory  of  Sylvia  Salmaans, 

Vivian  Beeching 

June  1995 


Mid- Atlantic  To  Hold 
5th  Annual  Convention 


The  Mid-Atlantic  African  Violet  Society  will  hold  their  5th 
Annual  Convention  and  Show  at  the  Holiday  Inn-McKnight 
Road,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  on  Thursday,  November  9 
through  Saturday,  November  11,  1995.  Although  the  full 
convention  is  open  to  members  only,  the  Sales  Room  will  be 
open  to  the  public  on  Thursday  after  set-up  and  the  Show 
(Free  to  the  public)  opens  immediately  following  judging, 
approximately  12:30  pm  Friday  until  5:00  pm  and  on 
Saturday  from  9:00  am  to  3:00  pm. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  show  will  be  “Violet  Reflections” 
as  Pittsburgh  is  noted  for  its  beautiful  glassware.  This  year’s 
guest  speakers  will  be  Sidney  and  Paul  Sorano  (Lyndon 


Lyon’s  Greenhouses),  Dolgeville,  New  York  and  David  and 
Colleen  Turley  (Coda  Gardens)  Fredericksburg,  Virginia.  One 
day  attendance  fee  of  the  programs  for  non-members  is 
$10,  one  day  attendance  fee  for  members  is  $5.  Edward 
Bradford  of  New  York  City  will  once  again  conduct  a  Design 
Seminar  for  the  membership  on  Friday  evening  following 
the  cocktail  party. 

For  further  information  contact  Daryl  James,  1595  Oakleaf 
Lane,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  15237-1511,  (412)  560-6134  or 
Dorothy  Mamscak,  2342  McCook  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
15212,  (412)  323-9643. 
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Guide  Forjudging 

YEARBOOKS 

Mary  Boland  •  6415  Wilcox  Ct.  •  Alexandria,  VA  22310 


In  judging  the  affiliate  yearbook  the  following  should  be 
taken  in  for  consideration. 

COVER 

Design:  scale  and  proportion  of  decoration  and  lettering 
in  relation  to  size  of  cover.  Lettering  should  be  clear  and 
legible.  Cover  should  be  well  executed,  thought  should  be 
given  if  it  has  new,  fresh  approach.  Deduct  points  if  the 
cover  is  not  a  new  idea  or  has  no  distinction.  Does  the 
design  relate  to  the  show  theme?  How  well  is  it  done? 

TITLE  PAGE 

Is  self  explanatory  and  you  should  have  no  problem  here. 
Organized  date,  if  only  the  year  is  known  full  credit  should 
be  given.  The  Title  Page  is  the  first  page  after  the  cover. 

OTHER  PAGES 

Club  roster  needs  complete  addresses  and  phone 
numbers.  Check  to  see  that  an  asterisk  or  other  mark 
designates  AVSA  members.  If  all  the  members  are  from  the 
same  city/state,  a  note  preceding  the  list  is  permissible 
stating  same.  This  also  goes  for  the  same  zip  code  or  area 
code.  This  helps  reduce  the  amount  of  printing. 

AVSA  INFORMATION 

Example:  Make  sure  the  name,  title,  address  are 
complete,  such  as:  Bill  One,  President,  123  African  Violet 
Lane,  Anywhere,  State  USA  12345. 

Each  one  of  these  is  worth  1/4  point:  name,  street 
address,  city,  state,  zip  code.  If  these  are  not  listed,  deduct 
points. 

QUALITY  OF  YEARBOOK 

This  is  the  functional  quality  of  the  Yearbook.  The  index 
page  and  Table  of  Contents  are  for  easy  reference.  They 
should  be  arranged  in  an  orderly  and  logical  manner, 
complete  and  concise.  The  Index  page  is  placed  in  the  rear 
of  the  book  and  the  subjects  are  listed  alphabetically.  The 
Thble  of  Contents  is  placed  in  the  front  of  the  book  and  is 
listed  numerically.  Durable  cover  and  pages  should 
withstand  normal  use.  Is  the  binding  suitable,  permitting 
the  book  to  open  fully?  If  not,  points  should  be  deducted. 
Deduct  points,  under  neatness  for: 
misspelled  words,  poorly  trimmed  pages,  cover  too 
large  for  inside  pages  or  vice  versa,  corrections,  poor 
spacing,  poor  margins,  a  crowded  appearance,  or  blurred 
printing. 


Give  credit  for:  uniform  and  attractive  printing,  paging, 
spacing,  good  color  correlation  with  cover  (remember  white 
is  also  a  color)  inside  pages,  printing  and  binding. 

PROGRAMS 

Permissible  short  cuts  to  reduce  amount  of  printing: 

If  meetings  are  held  in  one  place,  list  once.  If  place  varies, 
“in  home  of  the  host/hostess”  may  be  listed  once  and  it  is 
not  necessary  to  list  address  since  this  is  in  the  roster. 
Names  of  host/hostess  for  the  meeting  should  be  listed. 

Prepared  material,  such  as  a  library  program,  is 
educational  and  such  programs  receive  full  points. 
However,  points  may  be  deducted  for  lack  of  membership 
participation  and  lack  of  originality  if  the  majority  of 
programs  consists  of  prepared  material,  just  stating  Slide 
Program  is  not  enough,  the  moderators’  name  must  be 
listed  otherwise  points  will  be  deducted. 

If  a  theme  is  used,  it  should  prevail  in  the  majority  of 
meetings  without  monotonous  repetition.  The  goal  for  an 
ideal  affiliate  program  should  include  at  least  seven  (7) 
meetings  with  educational  programs.  Some  meetings 
without  programs  may  be  scheduled  for  tours  or  special 
activities.  However,  when  the  Affiliate  incorporates  a 
program  with  a  special  event,  points  would  be  given  for  a 
better  schedule. 

judges  should  evaluate  for  depth  of  programs.  Emphasis 
will  be  on  quality  of  study.  De-emphasis  on  meetings 
devoted  to  parties  or  to  subjects  not  related  to  African 
violets  or  other  gesneriads. 

Ihke  into  consideration:  Clarity  of  program  presentation, 
originality  and  distinction.  Unity  of  programs  by  a  theme 
correlated  in  cover,  program  topics  and/or  roll  call 
responses. 

Programs  may  be  member  participation,  guest  speaker, 
slides,  or  an  AVM  review.  For  each  meeting  list  VITJEN,  time 
and  date;  WHERE,  place;  V\/HAT,  title  of  program  subject; 
WHO,  speaker’s  name  and  if  they  are  a  guest;  or  for  a 
workshop  -  the  panel  leader;  for  social  event,  committee 
chairman;  tour  -  where,  when  and  the  committee  chairman. 
Points  would  be  deducted  for  the  following:  “To  be 
announced  later”,  or  Guest  Speaker,  no  name  listed,  or 
“Slide  Program”,  without  the  subject  title.  Credit  should  be 
given  when  there  is  a  program  and  a  workshop  in  the  same 
meeting. 

It  is  possible  to  receive  five  (5)  extra  points  if  an  affiliate 
has  more  than  seven  (7)  study  programs  listed.  Points 
should  be  deducted  if  they  are  not  complete. 
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PROJECTS  SUPPORTING  AVSA  (JUDGED  SHOW) 

If  an  affiliate  is  sponsoring  an  AVSA  CONVENTION  that 
year  but  is  not  having  a  Standard  Show,  points  will  be 
awarded  for  a  judged  show.  It  must  be  listed  in  the 
Yearbook,  as  Hosting  the  AVSA  annual  convention  show. 

EXHIBIT  OR  NON-JUDGED  DISPLAY 

This  is  usually  an  educational  display  to  interest  the 
public  in  our  hobby  of  growing  African  violets.  It  may  be  a 
clinic,  workshop,  or  a  display  at  a  State  or  local  Fair.  A 
description  is  needed  in  the  yearbook  on  what  this  display 
will  consist  of. 

PROJECTS  SUPPORTING  AVSA 

These  projects  may  be  one  or  many  and  can  be 
continuing  or  new.  Projects  are  given  points  when  the 
yearbook  describes  what  and  when,  or  for  discussions  or 
reports  at  meetings.  Judges  consider  membership 
participation,  the  number  of  times  the  project  concerns  the 
members,  whether  it  promotes  AVSA  objectives.  All  Affiliate 
projects  should  be  listed  in  the  yearbook. 

Donations  to  support  AVSA  Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund, 


AVSA  Booster  Fund,  AVSA  Building  Fund.  If  all  the  points 
are  to  be  received,  an  Affiliate  must  donate  to  two  or  more 
funds.  Deduct  points  for  less  than  two  (2).  List  the  ones 
supported  by  the  Affiliate,  dollar  amount  is  not  needed. 
Credit  is  to  be  given  for  AVSA  membership  to  public  library, 
school  library  or  horticultural  libraries,  Nursing  Homes, 
Veterans  Homes,  Doctors  or  Dentists  Offices,  etc. 

AVSA  MEMBERSHIP  IN  AFFILIATE 
When  computing  points  to  be  given  in  a  yearbook  an 
affiliate  may  designate  members  as  “inactive”  or 
“honorary”  members.  These  members  may  or  may  not  be 
AVSA  members.  Often  some  of  these  members  are  no 
longer  able  to  participate  at  all  and  are  listed  by  their  club  to 
show  courtesy  and  respect  for  their  past  work.  If  these 
members  are  not  designated  as  AVSA  membership,  do  not 
use  them  in  calculating  points  for  AVSA  membership.  Only 
active  Members  should  be  counted. 

When  location  is  listed  in  the  yearbook,  remember  the 

yearbook  is  a  tool  for  the  members  and  as  such  does  not 

need  further  classification. 

EFFECTIVE  lANUARY  1994 


yearbook  collection 

PACKETS  are  available  through  the  AVSA 
Library.  Contact  the  Beaumont  office.  These 
packets  (Library  reservation  #159L)  contain 
twelve  yearbooks  from  various  affiliated  clubs. 

They  contain  one  or  more  of  the  top  prize  winners 

from  the  AVSA  convention  competition.  Especially 
recommended  for  clubs  producing  their  first 
yearbook,  and  for  those  interested  in  submitting 
their  yearbook  for  competition. 

Affiliate  Publications 

For  The  Atlanta  Convention 

Arflliate  Publications  to  be  entered  tor  judging  must 
be  the  same  as  those  distributed  to  an  affiliate’s 
members.  Entries  will  be  judged  according  to  AVSA 
rules  and  considerations.  Entries  shall  be  postmarked 
no  later  than  February  15,  1996.  If  acknowledgement 
of  receipt  is  desired,  please  enclose  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  postcard. 

Yearbook  entries  will  be  judged  by  the  Florida  Judges 

Council.  Please  send  three  (3)  copies  of  the  yearbook 
to  the  judges  chalrmam  Bob  Green,  997  Botany  Lane, 
RocMedge,  EL  32955. 

Magazine  and  newsletter  entries  will  be  judged  by 
the  Potomac  Council  of  African  Violet  Judges.  Please 
send  a  complete  year  of  issues  between  January  and 
December  1995,  in  duplicate,  to;  Mary  A.  Boland, 
6415  Wilcox  Court,  Alexandria,  VA  22310-3329. 

WAHTSCj 

Awards  For  Atlanta 
Convention 

There  is  still  time  to  get  your  awards  in  for  the  the 
Atlanta  Convention  in  1996.  Awards  received  by 
November  1,  1995  will  be  published  in  the  January 
issue  of  your  African  Violet  Magazine.  For  more  details, 

please  refer  to  your  September  issue. 

I  am  also  in  need  of  nominations  for  affiliate 
leadership.  I  would  be  happy  to  send  you  the  forms,  if 
you  would  just  let  me  know. 

Linda  L.  Golubski 

AVSA  Awards  Chairman 

1 4 1 6  A  Street 

Blue  Springs,  MO  64015 

816-229-2051  (after  6:00  P.M.) 
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My  African  Violets 


by  Winston  Marchant 
South  Africa 


How  many  times  has  that  sweet  refrain  been  heard  at 
meetings,  shows  and  in  general  conversation?  The  only  reason 
you  can’t  convince  the  owner  it’s  a  non-flowering  hybrid  is 
because  it  was  flowering  when  they  bought  it.  Conditions  that 
cause  this  problem  for  A&an  violets  are: 

1.  Inadequate  Light 

Light  is  a  major  cause  of  African  violets  reftising  to  bloom. 
Even  with  perfect  conditions  in  every  other  aspect,  without  the 
correct  amount  of  light  an  African  violet  will  not  blossom. 

In  poor  light,  the  lower  row  of  leaves  may  turn  yellow. 
These  leaves,  being  the  oldest,  are  more  susceptible  to  light. 
When  an  African  violet  has  long  stemmed  leaves,  and  the  leaves 
are  standing  up  towards  the  light,  the  plant  is  suffering  from  a 
shortage  of  light. 

2.  Erratic  Watering 

The  African  violet’s  natural  habitat  is  tropical,  and  they  have 
specific  watering  requirements.  Lack  of  blossoms  can  be  caused 
by  poor  watering  habits.  When  watering,  tepid  water  is  best.  Cold 
water  shocks  the  sensitive  roots,  affecting  the  ability  of  an 
African  violet  to  blossom.  Overwatering,  as  well  as 
underwatering,  has  caused  the  demise  of  many  African  violets. 
Apply  water  when  the  surface  soil  feels  dry  to  the  touch. 
Maintaining  good  watering  techniques  enhances  the  African 
violet’s  ability  to  produce  blossoms. 

3.  Humidity 

To  produce  a  continuous  supply  of  blossoms,  a  range  of 
humidity  between  50  and  70  percent  is  best.  Improving  humidity 
around  your  African  violets  can  be  done  by: 

a.  Misting  leaves  with  a  fine  spray  using  tepid 
water.  Ensure  the  crown  (center)  of  the  plant 
does  not  suffer  from  an  excess  of  water.  Diy 
the  excess  water  from  the  crown  by  placing  the 
African  violet  in  a  shaded  area  until  its  leaves 

are  dry.  It  must  be  noted  that  too  much  water  on  the 
crown  of  your  violet  can  lead  to  crown  rot. 

b.  Containers  filled  with  water  and  placed  between 
your  plants  produce  a  humid  atmosphere 
around  your  violets. 

4.  Temperatures 

Temperatures  below  59°F  (15°C)  can  cause  problems 
with  African  violets.  Temperatures  that  fluctuate  excessively  will 
retard  growth  of  blossoms.  Whatever  the  season,  it  is  important 
to  keep  African  violets  away  from  drafts. 

5.  Incorrect  Feeding 

Producing  beautiful  blossoms  on  your  African  violets 
requires  the  correct  fertilizer.  When  selecting  a  fertilizer,  remember 
nitrogen  should  represent  the  smallest  amount;  phosphorus  and 
potassium  should  have  higher  proportions.  Nitrogen  produces 
beautiful  green  leaves  but  retards  bud  formation. 

Phosphorus  encourages  blossoms,  and  helps  to  increase 


blossom  size.  Potassium  helps  the  African  violet  to  resist  disease. 
Normally,  when  buying  fertilizer  three  figures  are  mentioned,  for 
example: 

2.3.2 

The  first  figure  represents  the  proportion  of  nitrogen,  the 
second  is  phosphorus  and  last  is  potassium. 

6.  Air  Circulation 

Lack  of  circulation  can  cause  blossom  inhibition.  Position 
your  plants  so  the  leaves  of  other  violets  do  not  touch  each  other. 
This  eliminates  stagnant  air  problems.  A  single  African  violet  has 
no  problems,  however,  violets  in  groups  or  en  mass  can 
overcome  this  problem  by  means  of  a  circulating  fan  oscillating 
backwards  and  forwards  at  a  low  speed.  Forced  air  onto  your 
African  violets  will  cause  a  major  epidemic  of  no  blossoms. 

7.  Dusty  Leaves 

Light,  being  such  an  important  factor  to  African  violets, 
must  be  encouraged.  Dust  accumulation  affects  light  intensity  to 
the  leaf.  Brushing  leaves  lightly  with  a  soft  camel  hair  paint 
brush  removes  dirt  and  dust,  giving  the  desired  results.  Cleaning 
leaves  at  regular  intervals  improves  the  African  violet’s  ability  to 
produce  blossoms. 

8.  Pollution 

In  the  home,  the  African  violet  normally  has  its  favorite 
position  which  allows  it  to  produce  its  best  blossoms.  There  are 
also  areas  where  the  African  violet  should  never  be;  in  the 
kitchen  close  to  the  oven  and  cooking  rings,  especially  where  the 
heating  medium  is  gas,  also,  close  to  a  fireplace  where  there  is 
carbon  monoxide  in  the  atmosphere.  These  conditions  will  inhibit 
blossom  growth. 

9.  Slow  and  Lazy  African  Violets 

Normally,  after  a  heavy  bout  of  flowering,  the  African  violet 
has  a  short  rest  period.  Something  is  wrong  if  this  rest  period 
lasts  more  than  3-4  weeks.  To  resolve  this  problem  use  items  1 
through  8  in  your  investigations.  Remember  there  are  hybrids  of 
African  violets  that  tend  to  be  slow  or  shy  bloomers. 

10.  Crowded  Pots 

African  violets  tend  to  produce  bigger  and  better  blossoms 
when  its  roots  are  pot  bound.  This  means  the  soil  ball  has 
congested  roots  throughout  the  whole  area.  When  repotting  your 
root  bound  African  violet,  potting  up  to  the  next  size  pot  gives 
the  best  results.  The  roots  take  up  the  additional  space  quickly, 
allowing  the  African  violet  to  return  to  its  full  blossom  potential. 

African  violets  will  refuse  to  blossom  should  any  of  the 
above  aspects  be  causing  problems.  Overlooking  the  African 
violet’s  basic  requirements  cause  the  majority  of  problems. 
Therefore,  paying  attention  to  your  African  violets’  cultural 
requirements  will  produce  the  best  blossom  results. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  the  publication 
of  the  Usambara  Violet  Association  of  South  Africa 


November  •  December  1995 


African  Violet  Magazine  55 


I  VIOLET 
J  GROOMING  KIT 

All  four  items  (A,  B,  C,  and  D); 
$24.99  includes  shipping  and 
handling  (and  a  free  copy  of  our  30 
page  supplies  catalog  and  plant  list). 
Colo,  residents  add  3%  sales  tax. 
(Orders  outside  United  States  add 
$3.00  for  air  mail  and  insurance.) 

(A)  GROOMING  BRUSH  -  soft,  exploded  tip  polyester,  very  effective  removes  dust  and  dirt  from  foliage  without 
damage,  8-1/4"  long.  Support  each  leaf  with  your  hand  as  you  groom  it. 

(B)  GROOMING  TWEEZERS  -  idea!  for  getting  in  at  the  center  of  a  violet  where  fingers  just  can’t  reach.  Removes 
small  suckers  before  they  get  large  enough  to  spoil  the  plant’s  shape.  Stainless  steel,  6"  long. 

(C)  LEAF  CUTTING  KNIFE  -  super  little  pen  knife  with  a  screw-on  cap  with  pocket  clip.  Extremely  sharp  blade  is 
great  for  preparing  leaf  cuttings  or  scraping  the  “neck”  of  an  old  plant  to  rejuvenate  it.  5-1/4"  long. 

(D)  RETRACTABLE  BLADE  KNIFE  -  a  life  saver  when  cutting  out  larger  suckers  to  be  rooted  (as  with  chimeras) 
or  when  removing  the  center  of  a  plant  to  force  sucker  development.  The  sharp  1/4"  x  1/8"  blade  lets  you  cut  just 
where  you  want  to.  5  1/2"  long. 

These  items  are  also  sold  separately  through  our  supplies  catalog.  Send  for  your  FREE  complete  plant  stands  & 
supplies  catalog/descriptive  plant  list.  Clubs/large  scale  growers  ask  for  our  discount  bulk  supplies  list  with  your 
catalog/iist. 

MASTERCARD,  VISA  and  DISCOVER  accepted  phone  (303)  761  -1 770  FAX  (303)  762-1 808 

THE  VIOLET  SHOWCASE 

3147  SOUTH  BROADWAY  •  DEPT  AV  •  ENGLEWOOD,  CO  80110 

Mon.  -  Sat.  10  to  5  •  closed  Sun.  &  Tues.  -  Since  1969 


The  typographical  error 
is  a  slippery  thing,  and  sly; 

You  can  hunt  till  you  are  dizzy 
But  it  somehow  will  get  by. 

Till  the  forms  are  off  the  presses 
It  is  strange  how  still  it  sleeps; 

It  shrinks  down  in  a  comer, 

And  it  never  stirs  or  peeps. 

That  typographical  error 
Is  too  small  for  human  eyes; 

Till  the  ink  is  on  the  paper 
When  it  grows  to  mountain  size 
The  boss  just  stares  with  horror 
Then  she  grabs  her  hair  and  groans. 
The  copy  reader  drops  her  head 
Upon  her  hands  and  moans. 

The  remainder  of  the  issue 
May  be  as  clean  as  clean  can 
But  the  typographical  error 
Is  the  only  thing  they’ll  sea. 

Anonymous 


be 


Receive  5  Liffle  Jewels®  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  Mini-Well^'^  reservoirs  are  included 
along  with  fertilizer.  These  minis  are  easy  to  grow! 
Teas  Nursery  Co.,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1603,  Bellaire,  TX  77402-1603 

Teas  Catalog 
FREE  to  AVSA 

Light  tubes,  fertilizers,  violet  pots 
including  the  Dandy  Pot®  plus 
orchids,  hibiscus,  plumerias, 
bromeliads,  and  supplies. 
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Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 
are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  Violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ’round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  Journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer 
3508  Seltzer,  Plano  TX  75023 


The  Association  for  plant 
&  flower  people  who  grow 
in  hobby  greenhouses  and 
windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues  S15  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $17  US  fimdsIMO) 
($18  Overseas,  US  fundsIMO) 

Sample  magazine  $3 

Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2.50 


ini-o-lels 

^  African  Violets  and  Gesneriads  ^ 

IT’S  NEVER  TOO  LATE! 

SHIPPING  ANYWHERE,  YEAR-ROUND 
Safe  delivery  guaranteed 
(express  mail  to  cold  climates) 

Most  plants  sent  in  bloom,  all  guaranteed  true  color. 

22  Beauties  for  1995 
Dozens  of  other  show-quality  varieties 
Standard-size  violets  and  Streptocarpus  too! 

Club  project  and  wholesale  plants  at  discount  prices 

SEND  $1  (refunded)  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG 

DR.  RALPH  ROBINSON  (‘ROB’) 

PHONE:  716-374-8592 
P.O.  BOX  9,  NAPLES,  NEW  YORK  14512 


ARE  YOUR  PLANTS 
MISSING  SOMETHING? 


3MB- 


Ordinary  fertilizers  contain  N-P-K  and 
occasionally  some  trace  elements.  Only  DYNA-GRO 
LIQUID  NUTRIENTS  with  Pro-TeKt  silicon  supplement, 
supply  all  6  macronutrtents  plus  all  11  trace  elements 
essential  for  complete  plant  nutrition.  Grow  award 
winning  Violets  with  DYNA-GRO!  Here's  what  a  satisfied 
customer  has  to  say;  "Before  using  Dyna-Gro,  my  plants 
were  just  sitting  still.  1  started  using  Dyna-Gro  just 
weeks  before  the  show.  With  31  plants,  1  won,  the 
Sweepstakes  Ribbon,  Best  Collection,  10  Best  in  Class,  30 
First  place,  and  1  Red  Ribbon. 

What  a  difference,  I  really  like  your  products!  ' 

WE’VE  GOT  WHAT  IT  TAKES! 


1065  Broadway,  San  Pablo,  California  94806 

Call  800-DYNA-GRO  for  Award  Winning  Formulas 


African  Violet  T-Shirt 

100%  Cotton,  Made  in  U.S.A.,  Excellent  Quality 
Purple  Violet  on  White  Shirt,  Adult  Sizes  M.  L,  XL.  XXL 
$1 1.95.  plus  $4.00  shipping  and  handling 
Mail  quantity.  Size,  and  Payment  to: 

Simmons  and  Co. 

1390  Milliken  Road.  Spartanburg.  S.C.  29303 
(803)  585-6875 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 


NEPTUNE’S  HARVEST: 
Organic  Fish  Fertilizer.  Pleasant  smelling. 
Indoor/Outdoor  use.  Commercially  proven. 
Outperfoirns  chemicals,  Wholesale/retail. 

1  (80())259-GROW. 


SPERLING  BOOKS: 

Send  for  our  African  Violet  Book  List. 

Please  send  Wants,  Free  Search. 
Sperling  Books  160  E.  38th  St.  25-EAV 
N.Y..  N.Y.  IU0I6 


INDOOR  &  PATIO  GARDENING:  The  magazine  about  plants  and  small 
gardens:  6  Issues/1  Year  @  $17.85.  Every  issue  features  selected  houseplants— their 
care  and  remedies.  Make  your  favorite  house  plants  healthier  and  lovelier!  Cultivate 
new  species.  Decorate  with  plants.  Grow  herbs,  fruits  and  vegetables  in  containers. 
Plus,  garden  crafts,  projects  for  kids,  and  garden  travel!  Send  check  or  money  order 
for  $17,85  to  Indoor  &  Patio  Gardening  Subscriptions,  P.O.  Box  1182,  Fort 
Washington,  PA  19034.  (Remit  in  U.S.  funds  only.  Please  allow  up  to  8  weeks  for 
delivery.) 
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CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 


Hours  by  appointment 


John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St. 
(508)  548-2798  (after  5:00  p.m.) 
'  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 


WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10, 
Plus  Latest  Releases  From  Many  Hybridizers 

POTS  AND  SUPPLIES  •  CATALOG  $1.00 


AFRICAN  VIOLET 
SUPPORT  RINGS 
6" 

For  up  to  3"  Pot 

9" 

For  3"  to  5"  Pot 

13" 

For  5"  to  8"  Pot 


BEAUTIFUL 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


Assortments 

Leaves 

Starters 

1 0  Standard 

6.95 

21.95 

10  Miniature 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Semiminiature 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Trailers 

4.95 

17.95 

10  Mixed 

5.95 

19.95 

10  mixed/all  new 

7.95 

24.95 

NO  MORE  DUPLICATE  PLANTS  OR  LEAVES 

We  are  now  offering  a  new  service  to  our  customers.  With  your  first  order, 
send  us  a  list  of  stock  numbers  from  our  catalogue  for  varieties  you  already 
have,  or  do  not  wish  to  receive.  Our  computer  will  automatically  exclude  these 
varieties  from  any  order  we  send  to  you,  including  assortments.  You  may  also 
update  your  list  of  stock  number  with  each  order.  We  can  only  provide  this  ser¬ 
vice  through  the  use  of  our  stock  numbers-please  do  not  send  us  a  list  of  the 
names  of  your  plants.  Send  $1  for  our  catalogue,  or  receive  it  free  with  your 
first  purchase.  Pat's  choice  only  on  assortments.  With  each  $25  of  merchan¬ 
dise  ordered,  including  supplies,  you  will  receive  a  FREE  YELLOW  OR 
CHIMERA  STARTER  PLAITT.  Sales  in  USA  only.  Minimum  order  $15.  Packing 
and  shipping  $6  plus  .25  per  plant  after  the  first  10  plants,  .10  per  leaf  after 
the  first  ten  leaves.  We  ship  best  way  to  your  location,  and  use  whatever 
method  that  will  NORMALLY  allow  your  order  to  arrive  within  2  days.  Make 
checks  payable  to:  DUNLAP  ENTERPRISES,  4189  Jarvis  Rd.,  Hillsboro,  MO 
63050 


<£> 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  LEAF  SUPPORTS 

5  Sizes 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 
9"&12"  fit  up  to  5"  pot 
15"&18'‘  fit  up  to  8”  pot 

made  of  leaf-green  plastic,  fit  any  type  of  pots 
send  stamped,  addressed,  long  envelope 
for  price  list  and  current  shipping  charges 

J  F  INDUSTRIES 

CHR-65  Box  309-1  Pryor,  OK  74361-9644 
1-918-434-6768 


Travis^^iolets. 

P.  O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 

MUST  MAKE  ROOM! 

GREEN  HOUSE  CLEARANCE 


Phone  1-912-574-5167 
1-912-574-5236 
Fax  Orders  only  -  912-574-5173 


[Mastered  rd.J 


All  plants  shipped  within  48  working  hours.  One  dozen.  Husky  starter  plants.  $24.00  -  Postpaid  -  All 
Plants  -  Our  Choice  -  All  Different  &  Labeled.  All  Plants  picked  up  at  Greenhouse  -  Only  $1 .50  each 
•  Send  $1 .00  for  our  New  1996  Catalog.  Ail  of  our  1995  customers  will  receive  a  free  catalog.  Please 
list  all  information  on  credit  cards.  Gift  with  all  new  catalogs  for  early  orders. 
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SKY  VIOLETS 


OPTIMAMA  wicite-reseryoirs 


1  -  lO 

11-24 

25  or  more 

1  1/4"  -  miniwell 

$1.00 

$0.95 

$0.90 

2  1  /8"  -  midwell 

$1.75 

$1.65 

$1.55 

4"  -  maxiwell 

$2.60 

$2.45 

$2.25 

Dandy  Pot  &  Mini  Dandy  reservoir  wick  planters 
Colors:  white,  purple,  lavender,  It.  pink,  mauve,  It.  blue, 
med.  blue,  It.  green,  dk.  green,  apricot,  brown. 

Dandy  Pot:  4"  with  1"  leaf  support  &  16  oz  reservoir  -  $5.50 

Mini  Dandy:  2  1/4"  with  3/4"  leaf  support  &  4oz  reservoir  =  $3.75 

Swift’s  Moist  Rite  planter:  white,  It.  green  or  black 

$3.50  ea  -  6/$17.15  -  12/$33.00  -  24/$63.30 

Oyama  “Texas  Style”  planters:  white,  brown,  terracotta 


Size 

i 

6 

12 

1  1/2" 

$0.99 

$5.60 

$10.39  [White  Only) 

2  1/2" 

1.55 

8.25 

15.29 

4" 

2.25 

11.65 

21.59 

5" 

2.55 

14.00 

26.00 

6" 

4.95 

27.85 

51.65  (White  Only) 

Optimara  Potting  Soil:  ultra  light,  ph  balanced 
1  for  $3.69  3  for  $  10.35  6  for  19.20 

Optimara  ¥iolet  Foods  15  pre-measured  packets  per  box 
1  for  $1.75  4  for  $6.40  12  for  $17.95 

Predette’s  Allegro:  plant  tonic  for  cuttings  &  starter  plants 
4oz  bottle:  1  for  $2.50  3  for  $7.00  6  for  $13.00 

Maccosan:  prevents  Algae  on  matting  or  in  reservoirs 
1  pint  bottle  -  $7.45 

Bioneems  A  botanical  insecticide  from  the  Neem  tree.  For 
control  of  Thrips  and  other  insects.  Safe  for  use  around  people 
and  pets.  8oz  concentrate  -  $8.35 

Sucker  Plucker;  a  must  have  tool  for  grooming  -  $1.95  each 
Grooming  Brush:  great  for  cleaning  leaves  -  $3.50  each 
natural  Sponge:  very  gentle  for  removing  dust  -  $1.25  each 


Shipping  Charges:  $7.00  or  10%  of  total,  wMchewer  is  greater. 
For  catalog  listing  many  other  items  send  $2.50,  cash  or  stamps 


10678  Schoolhouse  Lane  IVioiese,  MT  59824 

_ 


(406)  644-2296 

_ / 
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JIM  WILDMAN 

133  Rosemont  Drive 
Syracuse,  NY  13205 

Specializing  in  Minis  &  Trailers 
Shipping  April  1st  -  Oct.  15th 

Send  $1 .00  for  list 
Telephone  -  315-492-2562 

Visitors  Welcome  By  Appointment 
African  Violet  Leaves  &  Related  Supplies 

SPECIALS 

12  leaves,  my  choice  -  $14.00  postage  paid 
24  leaves,  my  choice  -  $25.00  postage  paid 
48  leaves,  my  choice  -  $45.00  postage  paid 


Control  Fungal  Diseases 

No  Visible  Residue 


Ptwton 


BACTCRICiOC  a  FUNOICIDE 


For  information,  contact: 
Source  Technology  Biologicals,  Inc. 
1-800-356-8733 


African  violets  know  no  borders,  so 
why  not  become  a  member  of  the 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
OF  CANADA 

and  receive  Chatter,  its  quarterly 
Publication? 


A  magazine  dedicated  to  the  growring  and  showing  of  African  violets 
and  Gesneriads.  USA/International  membership  $  14.00. 

Please  make  your  cheque  or  bank  draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  forward 
to: 

Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeau,  P.Q.  H9B  1 L5 

Canada 


Ifow©  a  Worid 
af  Qrduds 
at  Your 
Fingertips! 

Join  the  American 
Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating  v/orld 
of  orchids  each  month  when  you 
become  a  member  of  the  American 
Orchid  Society.  Your  journey  begins  when  you  open  the 
American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to  pages  filled  with 
priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid  culture  accompanied 
by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid  photographs.  A  special 
advertising  section  helps  locate  sources  of  orchid  plants, 
supplies,  items  from  the  AOS  Book  Department  and 
whatever  else  is  needed  to  become  a  successful  grower. 
Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to  your 
fingertips.  Please  write  or  call  for  a  free,  four-color 
membership  brochure  and  let  the  journey  begin. 

American  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 
6000  South  Olive  Avenue  •  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 
(407)  585-8666 


Grow  The  "Miracle"  Companion  Plants! 

Tlmerican  QtoTQnia 
and  Qesneriad  Society 

Membership  includes  a  subscription  to 
The  Gloxinian  magazine  (six  issues)  plus  a 
copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads” 

$20.00  Single  Membership 

Outside  of  the  U.S.  $25.00  in  U.S.  Funds. 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Membership  Secretary 
Dept.  AV 

c/o  Horticulture  Society  of  New  York 
128  W.  58th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  10019 
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Freedom®  Planter 

‘'Grows  Lush,  Healthy  Plants'' 

4-lnch  African  Violet  Special 


1.  The  finest  plant  pot  money  can  buy. 

2.  Horticulturally  designed  for  “African  Violets.” 

3.  Just  add  potting  soil  &  plant  and  pour  water  and 
nutrients  into  seld-contained  reservoir. 

4.  Neat  &  clean.  No  leaks,  no  stains,  no  messes. 

5.  Total  air  circulation  between  the  soil  and  water 
reservoir  at  all  times.  Allows  plant  soil  and  root 
system  to  breathe  oxygen. 

6.  Convenient  water  refill  spout  has  “safety  overflow 
hole.”  Cannot  flood  out. 

7.  Capillary  water  uptake  regulates  capillary 
watering  for  any  type  of  plant. 

8.  Top  edges  rounded  for  leaf  protection. 

9.  Great  for  vacations:  extended  water  supply. 

10.  High  quality  plastic  with  beautiful  textured 
finish.  Snaps  together  as  one-piece  planter. 

11.  Independent  Laboratory  &  Nursery  Tested 
and  Approved 


Patented  Drainage 
&  air  circulation 


Patent  tt  4198784 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 

or  your  money  back 

4-INCH  SIZE  (2)  Planters  for  $4.98  plus  $3.00  shipping  &  handling  TOTAL  $  7.98 

(ivory  color)  (4)  Planters  for  $8.98  plus  $3.00  shipping  &  handling  TOTAL  $1 1 .98 

Also  available  in  6  1/2",  9"  and  12  1/2"  Sizes  in  Five  Colors 
IVORY,  ROSE,  TAN,  GREEN,  BLUE  Georgia  residents  add  sales  tax 


3345  Owens  Brook  Way 


Mail  to: 

W.F.G.  &  ASSOCIATES 
•  Kennesaw,  Georgia  30152 


770-974-0883 


AV  WORLD’S 
BEST  SELLER 

Thanks  to  “G-T-S”  1  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 

I  tell  everyone,  “If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren’t 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential.”  Mrs.  M.  L.  Home 
(Includes  unique  chapter  on  “Miniaturing  The  Miniatures") 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated  -  112  pages 
8'/2  X  1 1  paperback 


usa/canada 

$1.50  p&h  +  i&.yn 

calif  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage:  $7.50 
air  mail,  or  $2.50  surface 

AV  Enterprises  Press 
P.O.  Box  6778-A 
Oxnard,  CA  93030 

SAVE  *1.95 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.20  ea.)  usa/can  p&h  75't  each 
(save  75<t  ea.)  total  $1.95!  Overseas  $1.20  ea.  surface. 


BELISLE’S  VIOLET  HOUSE 

MARCIA  BELISLE 
P.  O.  Box  1 1 1  AV 
Radisson,  Wisconsin  54867-01 1 1 
(715)  945-2687 

QUALITY  VIOLETS  CHOICE  GESNERIADS  CATALOG  $2.00 
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PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS  (Standards,  Tubs,  Squares) 

Inch  Number  of  Pots 


Size 

Color 

Type 

10 

20 

50 

100 

500 

2 

Wh/Gr 

RS 

$  .90 

$1.75 

$  4.00 

$  6.75 

$  29.00 

2-1/8 

WhTerraCotta  RT 

.90 

1.75 

4.00 

6.75 

29.00 

2-1/4 

Wh 

RS  or  SQ 

1.30 

2.20 

4.65 

8.50 

34.00 

2-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.50 

2.50 

5.50 

9.50 

39.00 

3 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

1.80 

3.30 

7.50 

13.50 

57.50 

3-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  SQ 

2.10 

3.75 

8.50 

15.50 

67.50 

4 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.50 

4.50 

10.00 

18.00 

78.00 

4-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT/RS/SQ 

2.70 

5.00 

11.00 

20.00 

88.00 

5 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

3.25 

5.80 

13.50 

25.00 

110.00 

6 

Wh/Gr 

RT  or  RS 

4.00 

6.50 

16.00 

31.50 

135.00 

6-1/2 

Wh/Gr 

RT 

4.50 

8.25 

18.50 

33.50 

150.00 

NOTE:  Good  rolled  rims  on  3",  3-1/2",  &  4"  Round  Tubs 
RS:  ht.  =  width  /  RT:  ht.  =  3/4  width  /  SQ  &  RS:  same  volume 


PLASTIC  PAN  POTS  shallow  depth  about  1/2  top  diam 


Size 

Color 

10 

20 

50 

100 

250 

5" 

Wh/Gr 

$3.30 

$  6.25 

$14.50 

$25.50 

$  58.00 

6" 

Wh/Gr 

4.00 

7.75 

18.00 

33.50 

78.00 

6.5" 

Wh/Gr 

4.25 

8.25 

19.25 

36.25 

88.00 

8" 

Wh/Gr 

6.40 

12.00 

28.00 

54.00 

129.00 

10" 

Wh/Gr 

9.90 

18.75 

45.00 

85.50 

208.00 

Snap-on  saucers  available  -  listed  in  catalog 


WATER  RESERVOIRS  -  (see  through)  for  WICK-WATERING 


Volume  Size  20 

8oz.  (4"w.  x1-3/4"h.)  $8.00 

16oz,  (4"w.  x3"h.)  8.00 

32  oz.  (5-1/4"w  X  3-3/8"h.)  12.50 


1/2  price  for  containers  OR  lids  only. 
Wicks  not  supplied. 


50 

100 

500 

$18.50 

$34.00 

$140.00 

18.50 

34.00 

140.00 

28.00 

52.00 

200.00 

LEAF  SUPPORTS  -  J.  F.  INDUSTRIES 

3 

10 

25 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 

$2.75 

$  8.00 

$18.00 

9 "  fils  up  to  5"  pot 

3.25 

9.50 

21.00 

12"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

4.00 

11.00 

23.75 

^  1 5"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

6.25 

17.75 

37.50 

1 8"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

7.00 

20.00 

41.00 

SEND  ORDERS  TO  /  REQUEST  CATALOGS  FROM: 
THE  VIOLET  HOUSE,  Dept.  AV 
P.  O.  Box  1274  •  Gainesville,  FL  32602 
or  Telephone  (904)  377-8465 
We  accept  Visa  &  Mastercard 


Minimum  Order  (pius  shipping  charges)  .  .  .$10.00 

Shipping  &  Handling  Charges: 

United  Parcel  Service  or  U.S.  Mail . $4.50 

U.  S.  Mail  (AIR  OR  SURFACE)  to  Alaska, 

Canada,  Carribean,  and  other  areas  .  .  .  .ACTUAL  COST 
Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


SOMETHING 
NEW 

HAS  BEEN 
ADDED. 

We  have  added  gift  cards  to  our  operation. 

Standard  grade  - 12  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $4.95 
Deluxe  grade  -  14  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $8.95 

Assorted  cards  -  12  envelopes  &  cards  to  a  box  $5.95 

If  you  know  someone  who  wants  to  add  something  beautiful  to 
their  gift  shop,  please  contact  us. 

1-800-377-8466 

PLANT  LABELS:  White  plastic,  straight  and  narrow 

3" 100/package $1.25  4" 1 00/package. ...$1 .75 

3" .  1000/packege... $10.00  4" . 1000/package... $15.00 


POTTING  MATERIALS  (Max.  of  8  gal.  for  one  SHIPPING 
CHARGE  -  for  each  additional  gallon  add  $.50  to  shipping) 

VIOLET  HOUSE  SOILLESS  MIX 

2  gal. 

$3.25 

A  mix  of  peat,  perlite,  vermiculite 
lime  &  minimum  amt.  fertilizer. 

FINE  SEEDLING  MIX 

2  gal. 

3.25 

like  VH  Mix,  but  fine  vermiculite  and  no  fertilizer 

PERLITE  -  aerates  soil  Coarse  or  fine 

1  gal. 

1.75 

VERMICULITE  -  holds  moisture 

1  gal. 

1.75 

coarse  or  fine 

CANADIAN  PEAT  -  milled 

2  gal. 

2.75 

DOLOMITE  LIME  -  sweetens  mix 

1  lb. 

1.30 

CHARCOAL  -  keeps  mix  sweet 

12  oz. 

1.75 

PETER’S  FERTILIZER 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIAL  (12-36-14) 

8  oz. 

$3.25 

VARIEGATE  SPECIAL  (5-50-17) 

12  oz. 

3.50 

BLOSSOM  BOOSTER  (10-30-20) 

16  oz. 

2.75 

PEAT-LITE  (15-16-17) 

12  oz. 

3.00 

SEEDS 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SEEDS  -  NADEAU 

Grow  unique,  beautiful  African  Violets 
#1  Standard;  #2  Mini;  #3  Variegate;  or  #4  Trailers 
KIT  -  each:  100  seeds,  instructions,  soilpellets. 


&  container  for  germinating . $5.75 


PESTICIDE 

MALATHION-50 . 8  oz.  $4.30 

SCHULTZ-INSTANT  Insect  pump;  Pyrethrin . .  12  oz.  $4.25 

SYSTEMIC  GRANULES .  8  oz.  $4.75 

SAFERS  SOAP,  Ready  to  use .  8  oz.  $3.25 

SAFERS  SOAP  CONCENTRATE .  8  oz.  $4.75 

Safers  Soap  Concentrate . 1 6  oz.  $6.95 


OYAMA  “TEXAS  STYLE”  PLANTERS 

The  Oyama  Planter  provides  an  attractive  pot  for  Texas  style  culture  which  is 
a  method  of  constant  watering  and  feeding  a  plant  to  help  it  flourish.  A  layer  of 
perlite  (1  1/2')  in  the  bottom  of  the  inner  pot  allows  the  plant’s  fine  roots  to  get 
moisture,  nutrients,  and  oxygen  from  the  bottom  of  the  outside  pot.  The  inner 
part  of  the  pot  has  a  nice  rolled  edge  and  slips  easily  into  the  outside  textured 
pot.  It  is  available  in  WHITE  and  GREEN  and  in  three  sizes: 


Tod  diameter  in  inches . Price 

2.5"  across  the  top . $1 .60  each 

4"  across  the  top . 1 .90  each 

5"  across  the  top . 2.30  each 
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Custom  ^ade  Award 
Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


YVONNE  AGREE 

3235  Lockmoor  Lane  Dallas,  Texas  75220 
(214)  357-6045 


Hybrid  Tea  Roses  •  Antique  Roses 
African  Violets  •  Gesneriads 
A  V  Soil  •  Supplies 

bzell  Rose  Nursery 
&  Violet  Boutique 

1995  catalog  $1.00  (refundable) 
Visitors  welcome  by  appointment 


Billy  and  Carolyn  Rozell 

12206  Hwy.31  West 
Tyler,  TX  75709-9738 


903-595-5137 
Fax:  903-593-7956 


INDOOR  GARDENING  SUPPLIES 


P.  O.  Box  40567-AV  •  Detroit,  Ml  48240  •  Phone  (313)  426-9080  •  Fax:  (313)  426-7803 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

4-  PLANT  TRAYS  ^  LIGHTED  STANDS  4- 
4-  METERS,  TIMERS  4-  PLANTLITES  4-  ACCESSORIES  4- 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $29.63  12  =  $51.88  24  =  $100.06 


G48PLA  $347.60 
W/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shelfs  w/8  T rays 
70H  X  27L  X  23D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID, 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX 
VISA,  MASTERCARD,  CHECKS  &  COD'S  ACCEPTED 

FREE  32  PAGE  CATALOG 


WP156AW  $22.00 
Window  Planter 
3  Trays,  12  Pots 
3  Pcs  Eggcrate, 
12  Wicks 


:.  Texas  customers 
add  7%  sales  tax  on  total. 


3  shelf  stand.  Model  3S48.  Width  51-1/2,  Depth  23-1/2,  Height  67-1/4  inches. 
Plant  stands  include  all  parts  needed.  Framework,  Plastic  Trays,  Bolts, 
Metal  Hooks,  11  inch  Bulb  Spaced  Fluorescent  Fixtures,  Gro-Lux  wide 
spectrum  fluorescent  Lamps,  Growing  Guide  and  Instructions. 

Color  catalog  on  African  Violets,  Plant  Stands  &  Supplies  $1 .00. 

Phone  for  freight  charges  214-526-3484. 

VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES,  2714  Minert  St.,  Dallas,  Texas  75219 
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Tried  True,.,  You  CIan  Be  a  VYinner  Witu  Verilux  Too! 


Your  Collection  Is  an 
Important  Investment, 
of  time,  expense, 
energy  and  knowledge. 

Feel  confident  with  a 
light  source  that  Is 
scientifically  superior 
to  others  and  is  more 
reliable  than  natural 
sunlight! 


^  94.5%  of  the  Sun's  Natural  Spectrum 

^  Healthy  Natural  Growth  and  Longer 
Lasting  Blooms 

^  Phosphors™  Has  Unrivaled  Stability 

^  Balanced,  Beautiful  Pure  White  Light 

^  Guaranteed  Lamp  Life 

— - - - - - - - - 

MErilUX”  Bo:>c  12^3^ 

(800)786-6850  or  (203)  92 


Bessie  Pyle  1993  Del.  African  Violet  Show 


Instant^  Sun 


Premium  PCant  Qran^tH 


^  S  r"cJ  CT  O  O  O 

1-2430  -  FAX  (203)  921-2430 


iNDEPENDENTL  Y  TeSTED<-'SCIENTIFICALL  Y 


PERSONALIZED  CLUB  LOGO  -  HOLIDAY  CARDS 

Front  of  card  ■  Describe  what  you  would  like  on  the  front  of  the  card.  Inside  of  card  -  write 
in  what  you  would  like  the  inside  of  the  card  to  say  or  leave  blank  for  handwritten  messages. 

$50  for  100  CARDS  /  FREE  ENVELOPES!! 

FREE  DELIVERY!!! 

4309  Star  Circle 

McDonogh,  Maryland  21133  •  (410)  356-0737 


Aquamatk 


V 


FEED& 
WATER  ALL 
YOUR  HOUSE 
PLANTS! 


J 


Exclusive  Fertilizer/Proportioner 
Bottle. 

Watering  wand  and  misting 
attachments. 

Exclusive  positive-lock  aerator 
adaptor. 

Sure  and  easy  on/off  "push  button". 
50  foot  rugged,  break-resistant 
vinyl  hose. 

Full  one-year  warranty  on  parts 
and  labor. 

Aquamatic  0-[ose 

$23.99 

Shipping  &  Flandling  $5.00 
NY  Residents  add  $2.32  tax 
Visa  &  MasterCard  accepted. 
Phone  Orders  Accepted. 


FREE  SUPPLY  CATALOG  -  Send  3  Stamps  Postage. 

PLANT  COLLECTIBLES 

103  KENVIEW  AVE.,  DEPT.  AV,  BUFFALO,  NY  14217 
(716)  875-1221 


■ 


Best  Seller  in  South 

Back  by  popular  demand 
2nd  Printing 

No  matter  where  you  live  the 
fundamentals  of  growing  are 
same. 

A  collector’s  item  for  your 
bookshelf,  or  a  timeless  gift  for  any 
lover  of  African  violets. 

If  you  have  never  been  able  to  grow 
African  violets,  then  this  working 
manual  is  for  you.  33  color  pictures, 

100  illustrations  will  show  you  how  simple  it  is  to  become  a 
successful  and  enthusiastic  grower. 

Price  $15.95  c/o  Tinari  Greenhouses,  Box  190,  Huntington 
Valley,  PA  19006  or  direct  from  Author  and  Publisher;  JOAN 
HALFORD,  Box  190-041,  PYRAMID  0120.  S.A. 
Autographed  copy  Price  $  1 2.95  Surface  mail  3  mo.  delivery. 
AIRMAIL  +  $10.00.  Prices  include  P  &  P.  10%  Club  discount 
on  orders  of  10  books. 
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“Superior  biolets  expreSilj*  for  j>ou” 


'oj/  m  yr///' 


Propagation  is  under  way  for  a  spectacular  1 996  listing  of  varieties  from 


THE  BEST  OF  THE  NEWEST  RELEASES  AND  OLDER,  PROVEN  FAVORITES 
FROM  OVER  60  PREMIERE  AMERICAN  AND  INTERNATIONAL  HYBRIDIZERS. 


^  CANTONMIER  (Croteau)  -  Finely  fringed  edges  add  interest  to  the  quilted,  cream-variegated  Tommie  Lou-styled  dark  green  foliage.  Show-quality  sym¬ 
metry  surrounds  the  multitude  of  lavender-red  semidouble  pansies  that  are  graced  with  some  occasional  pink-veined  rays.  A  new  beauty  you  will  find  delight 
in  growing  and  showing.  Standard. 

’Ss  FUTURISTE  (Croteau)  -  The  first  variety  in  series  of  raspberry-edged  blossoms  that  Denis  will  be  releasing.  Glorious  semidouble  mauve  stars,  highlighted 
by  darker  veining,  the  petals  are  encompassed  by  a  lovely  raspberry  edge  -  a  most  unusual  color  combination.  This  stunning  standard  1996  introduction  is 
sure  to  become  a  future  winner  with  its  dark  green,  symmetrical  leaves  designed  with  creamy  Lou-styled  variegation. 

*  LAVENDER  LADY  (Croteau)  -  Gowned  in  large,  2  1/2"  long  lasting  semidouble  blooms  of  lavender  embellished  by  fantasy  splashes  and  rays  of  light 
pink,  this  special  lady  creates  a  stunning  portrait  framed  by  medium  green  leaves  lighted  with  cream  variegation.  An  outstanding  new  standard  for  the  dis¬ 
criminating  grower. 

*  LUCIEN  CROTEAU  (Croteau)  -  This  handsome  large  show  plant  Denis  named  in  honor  of  his  father,  so  you  know  it’s  very  special!  The  perfectly  formed 
symmetry  of  the  foliage  is  showy  with  Lou-styled  cream  variegation  touched  with  pink.  With  the  upper  petals  of  a  darker  hue,  the  wealth  of  plum  colored 
blossoms  (up  to  14  per  stem)  are  dramatically  fantasied  with  pink. 

^  SKY  OF  MARS  (Croteau)  -  Semidouble,  nicely  frilled  stars  that  can  reach  2  3/4"  form  a  thrilling  bouquet  in  a  lovely  shade  of  plum,  well  designed  with 
large  and  small  pinkish  fantasy  puffs.  The  blossoms  often  show  a  thin  white  edge,  especially  when  young.  A  large-growing  new  variety  whose  creamy-white 
variegation  adds  elegance  to  the  fine  symmetrical  formation  of  medium  green  foliage. 

*  SKY  OF  VENUS  (Croteau)  -  Great  quantities  of  pansies,  semidoubles,  fashioned  with  light  pink  fantasy  lines  and  spots  on  petals  of  medium  plum,  show 
off  in  beauteous  perfection  against  the  medium-dark  green,  fringed  and  quilted  leaves,  made  even  more  enchanting  with  cream  variegation.  Standard. 

*  STEPHANIE  CROTEAU  (Croteau)  -  Denis’  preferred  variety  of  all  of  his  1996  introductions!  Very  dark,  near-black  show  foliage  is  quilted  and  fringed 
and  has  a  red  reverse.  This  easy-growing  variety  exhibits  a  profusion  of  semidouble  stars  whose  coloring  is  quite  similar  to  Denis’  award-winning  favorite, 
Jean-Pierre  Croteau  -  deep  purple  with  splashes  and  spots  of  deep  coral  fantasy,  all  enclosed  by  a  fine  white  edge.  This  is  a  “must  have’’  standard  variety;  it  is 
just  beautiful! 

SYMPHONIE  (Croteau)  -  Applause,  applause  for  this  lyrical  creation!  A  large,  outstanding  1996  release  whose  semidouble  stars  of  coppery  pink  are 
accentuated  by  a  small  touch  of  cerise  at  the  blossoms’  centers.  An  easily  grown  variety,  this  will  show  to  perfection  with  the  copious  bouquet  a  symphonic 
contrast  to  the  red-backed,  dark  green,  quilted  and  fringed  foliage.  This  sister  seedling  of  Virtuose,  a  superb  1995  introduction  from  Croteau,  will  please  the 
most  discerning  violeteer. 

PLANTS,  $4.50  each;  LEAVES  $2.00  each,  PLUS  SHIPPING 
SHIPPING:  To  Wl,  Ml,  MN,  Northern  IL  only,  6.75,  UPS  ground  service 
ALL  OTHER  STATES:  $10.75,  Priority  Mail  (UPS  2nd  day  by  special  request  only) 

ADD  to  all  orders:  $.50  per  plant  after  the  1st  4  plants  ordered. 

$.10  per  leaf  after  the  1st  12  leaves  ordered. 

Wisconsin  add  5  1/2%  sales  tax  to  order  and  shipping  total. 

FOR  ORDERS  SHIPPED  BEYOND  U.S.  CONTIGUOUS  BORDERS,  INQUIRE  AS  TO  SHIPPING  COSTS. 

Hundreds  of  varieties  listed  in  our  extensive  1996  catalog,  ready  about  February. 

An  expanded  selection  of  Episcias,  Columneas,  Chiritas,  and  Streps  also! 

All  are  fully  described  indexed,  with  AVSA  and  Dixie  AVS  reuistration  numbers  listed. 

CATALOG  $2.7S,  U.S.  /  $4.25,  Canada,  Mexico  /  $6.50,  Overseas  (air  mail). 

^  Our  1995  mail  order  customers  will  receive  a  complimentary  copy  of  the  catalog.  ^ 


Shipping  well  established  starter  plants  and  fresh  cut  leaves  May  thru  October. 

WE  TAKE  PRIDE  IN  OUR  EXPERT  WRAPPING  AND  PACKING  AND  IN  THE  QUALITY  OF  OUR  STOCK. 
^  Gifts  are  happily  sent  with  plant  and/or  leaf  orders.  # 

4-  SPECILIZING  IN  OVERSEAS  SHIPPING  4- 


SUPPLIES  ARE  SHIPPED  YEAR  ‘ROUND. 

•  OUR  OWN  SPECIAL  AV  SOILLESS  MIX  • 

•  PETERS  &  VOLKMANN’S  AV  FERTILIZER  •  SUPERTHRIVE  •  PERLITE  • 

•  VERMICULITE  •  ORTHENE  PT  1300  •  LEAF  SUPPORTS  •  SUCKER  PLUCKERS  • 

•  DANDYPOTS  •  VATTEX  MATING  •  PROPAGATION  FLATS.  DOMES,  EGGCRATING  • 

•  FLORA  CARTS  &  OTHER  GROW  CARTS  BY  SPECIAL  ORDER  (check  our  prices!)  •)  • 

GENOLA  B.  COX,  1440-41  Everett  Road,  Eagle  River,  Wisconsin  54521  -  (715)  479-3099 

Visit  our  “growing  family"  in  the  beautiful  Northwoods  of  Wisconsin. 

SHOP  HOURS:  November  thru  April:  Monday  thru  Friday,  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.;  closed  Saturday  &  Sunday. 
May  thru  October:  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.;  closed  Sunday  and  Monday. 

We  are  also  closed  on  all  major  holidays. 


\ 


Season’s  Greetings  From  All  Of  Us  At  Tinari  Greenhouses 

Hail  Christmas  White,  With  Tree  Tops  Bright. 

Fond  Messages  That  Bring,  Joyous  Tidings  With  A  Ring. 


¥: 


V 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  ACCESSORIES  SHIPPED  PROMPTLY  THE  YEAR  ROUND  BY  UPS 


“AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS 
FROM  NATURE” 
by  Melvin  J.  Robey 

Beautiful  new  book  contains  42  color  photos.  130 
black  &  white,  many  illustrations  and  charts.  Learn 
how  to  identify  insect  problems  and  gain  knowledge 
on  how  to  select  the  proper  pesticide  for  eradication. 
Detailed  chapters  on  proper  potting,  watering,  light¬ 
ing.  propagation,  hybridizing,  and  .seed.  A  real  text¬ 
book  8  1/2"  X  1 1"  all  you  ever  need  to  know  about 
African  violets  at  your  fingertips.  Truly  a  ma.sterpiece. 
$45.00  postpaid. 


“INSECT  &  MITE  PESTS 
OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS" 

A  factual  book  by  Dr.  Charles  Cole  relating  to  basic  prin¬ 
ciples  of  pest  control.  Helps  you  to  be  proficient  in  detect¬ 
ing.  identifying  and  controlling  pests  on  African  violets. 
16  colorful  pictures  depicting  insect  damage  on  plants, 
pest  charts  and  table  of  measures  included.  $12.00  with 
any  order,  separately  add  $  1 .95  postage. 


iMSrVf  and  Mite 
Pests  of 
Africein  Violets 


Growing 

AFRICAn  VIOLnS 

In  Southom  Africa 


i 


“GROWING  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  IN 
SOUTHERN  AFRICA” 
by  Joan  Halford 

A  fascinating  basic  method  promoting  every  facet  of 
home  or  greenhouse  growing.  Containing  33  color 
photos,  over  100  vivid  illustrations  displaying  how  to 
propagate  cuttings,  hybridize  and  grow  seed. 

Shown  are  leaf  and  blossom  types,  pests  and  eradica¬ 
tion  methods.  Texas  Potting  and  capillary  matting, 
feeding,  watering  and  humidity  requirements. 

An  excellent  glossary  and  index  provide  continuity 
and  fundamentals  for  success. 

$15.95  postpaid 


TABLETOP  ADJUSTABLE  FIXTURES 
This  tabletop  adjustable  fixture  is  available  in  two 
sizes.  Fixture  height  is  easily  adjusted  from  1"  to 
24"  on  the  sturdy  1"  square  welded  aluminum  legs. 

White  aluminum  fixtures  complete  with  wide  spec¬ 
trum  tubes,  2-wire  cord  and  on/off  line  switch. 


MODEL  TT220WS... TABLETOP  EIXTURE 
with  2-20  watt  Gro-Lux  Wide  spectrum  tubes, 
24"  length . $62.95  ppd. 


MODEL  TT240WS... TABLETOP  EIXTURE 
with  2-40  watt  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes, 
38'  length . $72.95  ppd. 


4-TRAY  LITE  STAND.. .Eabricated  from  1"  square  alu¬ 
minum  tubing.  They  are  easy  to  assemble  with  a  screw¬ 
driver.  These  stands  are  sturdy,  yet  attractive.  The  unit 
comes  complete  with  four  plastic  tan  trays  and  four  double 
light  fixtures  with  Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes.  The 
.shelves  do  not  adjust,  but  the  fixtures  are  easily  adjusted 
with  the  new  slide  adjustment.  Overall  size  70"  high  x  26" 
length  X  12' depth.  Shipped  by  UPS  prepaid. 

4-Tray  Lite  Stand... Aluminum  rmish...$299.00  ppd. 
4-Tray  Lite  Stand...Brown  finish...$325.00  ppd. 


DANDY  POTS  -  Reservoir  Wick  Planters  available  in 
blue,  pink,  violet,  and  white.  Made  of  fade  resistant  plas¬ 
tics,  simple  to  use  wick  watering  system,  ea.sy  to  fill 
reservoir  which  comes  apart  for  cleaning. 

Mini  Dandy  -  2  1/4'  pot,  4  oz.  transparent  reservoir 
$3.99  each  with  any  order,  specify  color  desired. 

Dandy  Pot. ..4"  pot.  16  oz.  transparent  reservoir 
$5.99  each  with  any  order,  .specify  color  desired. 


CERAMIC  CONCH  SHELL 

Self-watering  2-piece  ceramic  conch  shell.  A  novel  way  to 
display  and  grow  your  most  beautiful  violets.  Shell  measures 
8'  in  diameter.  4'  high,  suitable  for  2  1/2"  to  .3'  pot.  Available 
in  four  sparkling  colors  with  Mother-Of-Pearl  overlay. ..soft 
shell  peach,  light  blue,  lilac  and  white. 

$14.95  postpaid. 


WINDOW  PLANTERS 
3  white  plastic  trays  with  frame 
constructed  of  aluminum,  for 
use  on  double  hung  windows. 
15"  wide,  length  is  adjustable 
from  1 3"  to  24". 


WP153 


WP156 


tray  size  1 5"  x  2"  x  3" 
$16.95  PPD 
tray  size  1 5"  x  2"  x  6" 

$21.95  PPD 


G22A...COMPACT  LITE  STAND  -  2  Shelf  stand 
is  fabricated  from  1”  square  aluminum  tubing,  eas¬ 
ily  assembled.  This  stand  is  a  sturdy,  attractive 
propagating  unit.  The  shelves  do  not  adjust,  but  the 
fixtures  are  easily  adju.sted  with  new  slide  adjust¬ 
ment.  Complete  with  trays,  fixtures  and  2-20  watt 
Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tubes.  Overall  size  40" 
high,  27"  long,  12"  deep.  Shipped  prepaid  via  UPS. 

$169.00  ppd 


TINARI  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWING  MEDIUM  -  Properly  blended 
growing  medium  -  the  same  used  in  our  greenhouse  operation,  pH  of  about  6.4, 
packaged  ready  to  ship  in: 

1 2  Quart  poly  bag . zone  0-1-2 . $  1 1 .95  ppd.  . 

12  Quart  poly  bag . zone  3-4-5 . $12.95  ppd.  Q  j 

1 2  Quart  poly  bag . zone  6-7-8-9 . $13.95  ppd.  I  H  ^ 

(First  number  of  your  zip  code  indicates  you  shoul(i4ise.)  ra-j/i,  JU  IL 


Dept.  AV 

Commercial  Member 
AVS  of  America,  Inc. 
Send  $1.00  for  color  catalog 


2»325  Valley  Road 

sy  ,  Pa.  19006 


HANDCRAFTED  2-PIECE  SELF-WATERING  CERAMIC  POT 
STYLE  CSW-1 

Height . 4-1/2"  overall 

Width . 7"  overall 

Pot  Size . For  3"  or  4"  pots 

Price . $14.95  postpaid 

STYLE  CSW-2 

Height . 3-1/4"  overall 

Width . 5- 1/2"  overall 

Pot  Size . For  2-1/4'  or  3"  pots 

Price . $10.95  postpaid 

STYLE  CSW-MINI 
(for  miniatures  &  semiminiatures) 

Height . 3-1/4'  overall 

Width . 4-3/4"  overall 

Pot  Size . Minis 

Price . $8.95  postpaid 

STYLE  CSW-MM  (Micromini) 

NEW  -  especially  for  Microminis 

Height . 2-1/4" 

Width . 3- 1  /2'  overall 

Price . $6.95  postpaid 


2-piece  ceramic  self-watering  footed  pots.  Choose  from  9  sparkling  colors  in  lavender. 
Robin's  egg  blue,  mint  green,  deep  blue,  pink,  se.same,  lemon  yellow,  gray,  and  white. 
Attractive  violet  cluster  glazed  decal  decoration  on  both  sides.  (Please  slate  2nd  color  choice.) 
These  pots  can  be  watered  from  side  holes  to  the  reservoir  or  removed  to  refill  reservoir.  Helps 
to  avoid  overwatering  and  very  convenient  for  people  who  must  be  away  for  periods  of  time. 
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